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At the threshold of another year, we should be 
thankful to our faithful, covenant God. He has 
shown us His kindness during the past year, 

and we trust that He will spare us to see, not only 
the beginning of a new year but also its end. As with 
every new year, what the year ahead holds is known 
only to the Lord, but it is natural for us to have our 
thoughts about it, and to wonder what it may contain 
for ourselves, our families and our country.

 
Hope
Something common to man is the desire for a better 
world and the hope of seeing it. This hope belongs 
both to the godly and the ungodly, for we can hardly 
live without it. There is an awareness that there is 
much wrong with our world and a feeling that things 
ought to be very different. This is the reason why the 
different religions have their following: they hold out 
the prospect to their adherents that one day the evils 
which afflict man will be removed, whether it be in this 
life or the next. But does the hope they offer rest on 
solid ground?

We believe that God has spoken to man in the 
Scriptures, telling us what has gone wrong with 
the world and what He has done to put it right. This 
knowledge is to be found only in the Scriptures, which 
explains why Satan never rests in his attempts to 
undermine them. We should be grateful to the Lord 
that in a wonderful way He has kept the Scriptures 
pure, and will do so “till heaven and earth pass” (Matt. 
5:18). In the midst of our present difficulties, with the 
spread of false religion, atheism and immorality, we 
should remind ourselves of the precious hope which 
belongs to believers.

Paradise
We must start by looking back. The world God created 
was perfect. In it was a garden, the paradise of Eden, 
where He placed Adam and Eve (Gen. 2:8). Eden 
means ‘pleasure’, and our first parents delighted in 
God and His works. He covenanted with them, setting 
before them blessing and cursing in the form of two 
trees and their fruit, “the tree of life” and “the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil” (v.9). Their blessedness 

was to be confirmed in their partaking of the first 
tree, but, tempted by the devil, they ate of the second. 
Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden 
for their disobedience, and cherubims and a flaming 
sword, signifying God’s holiness and justice, barred 
their way to the tree of life (3:24). This paradise has 
been lost, and it cannot be regained by our own effort.

Man now desires a paradise which reflects his fallen 
condition – a paradise without His Creator. In his sinful 
pride, he imagines that he can solve all his problems 
himself, through his own wisdom, whether in the form 
of religion, science or politics. We witnessed something 
of this in the recent general election, when the political 
parties once again promised to improve our society, 
make people happier, and even secure the future of 
the planet! From a Christian point of view, many of 
their policies would make things worse rather than 
better. There seems to be no awareness that what our 
country needs more than anything else is repentance 
toward God. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin 
is a reproach to any people.” (Prov. 14:34)

Eternity
The Bible’s judgement upon sinful man is devastating: 
“when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” 
(Rom. 1:21,22). Man defies God, but he cannot erase 
from his conscience the sense of God and a coming 
eternity, for God “hath set the world in their heart” 
(Ecc. 3:11). God is eternal, having no beginning or end; 
we had a beginning, but we shall never have an end. As 
individuals created, preserved and governed by God, 
we are ever in the presence of “him with whom we 
have to do” (Heb. 4:13).

Few today seem to think of eternity, being too busy 
with this life. They forget that they will soon leave this 
world, and their soul will return to God who gave it 
(Ecc. 12:7). Because eternity is difficult for our minds to 
grasp, the tendency is to ignore it or even deny it, with 
the result that we do not prepare for it. Yet at death we 
will indeed leave time behind forever! Thomas Boston 
said: “Eternity is a business of the greatest weight. It is 
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that in which we, and the world itself too, will together 
be swallowed up.” Left to ourselves we would all 
continue feeding upon the forbidden fruit, despite its 
bitter aftertaste, but in His mercy the Lord has chosen 
a people for Himself.

Salvation
Man is made for fellowship with God. When Adam and Eve 
sinned, the friendship they had enjoyed with God came to 
a sudden end, but immediately there was the promise of 
help – a Redeemer who would deliver God’s people from 
Satan’s power (Gen. 3:15). At the appointed time the Son 
of God entered our world by becoming man, obeying God 
perfectly in life and death, “to make reconciliation for the 
sins of the people.” (Heb. 2:17) The redeeming work of 
Jesus Christ is made known to us in the gospel, in which 
we hear a plea from the Lord Himself, “be ye reconciled 
to God.” (2 Cor. 5:20) Samuel Rutherford wrote to an 
acquaintance: “Your errand to this life is to make sure 
an eternity of glory to your soul, and to match your soul 
with Christ.” Do we see how the Saviour is so suited to us 
for salvation? We are guilty and He has a pardon to give; 
we are unjust and He has a righteousness to give; we are 
unholy and He has the Spirit to give!                                                                                                     

George Burrowes described the church as Christ’s 
spiritual Eden, and said: “the saint is placed in this 
spiritual garden, to enjoy it and feed on its healing 
fruits”. Only the gospel of Christ can really make this 
world better, because only it can make sinners better. We 
grieve over the lack of conversions in our own land, yet 
the Lord is bringing many into His church elsewhere. 
The Bible holds out a glorious future for the Lord’s cause: 
as time proceeds the kingdom of heaven will be like the 
mustard tree in its reach, extending to every nation, and 
like the leaven in its power, transforming every culture 
(Matt. 13:31-33). We are told that before the Lord 
returns, “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. 11:9)

Pilgrims
All human life is a pilgrimage to eternity, but believers 
alone recognise that fact, and seek by grace to live 

accordingly (1 Pet. 2:11,12). Spiritually they are 
citizens of heaven, and are making their way there, 
leaning upon their Beloved. In this fallen world they 
walk by faith, not by sight. The Word of God must 
remain in our hands until we arrive in the next world, 
its precepts directing us and its promises encouraging 
us. Above all we need the continual working of divine 
grace in our souls, strengthening us and conforming us 
more and more to the image of Christ.

There is a danger for believers that they misapply 
God’s dealings with them along the way. When there 
are difficult experiences, such as sickness, poverty and 
bereavement, we may say with Jacob, “all these things 
are against me.” (Gen. 42:36) Yet it is through these 
wise providences that the Lord weans His people from 
this poor, passing world and binds them more closely 
to Himself. So George Swinnock could say: “The world 
is therefore a purgatory [a place of suffering], that it 
might not be our paradise.” The Christian pilgrim 
should follow the advice of Thomas Adams: “Let us use 
the world, but enjoy the Lord.”

Glory
God’s ultimate purpose with His people is to make 
them even more blessed than Adam was in Eden. Let 
us remember that truth when we are cast down or 
discouraged. John Flavel rightly said, “It is better to be 
as low as hell with a promise than to be in paradise 
without one.” The thief on the cross looked to be as low 
as anyone could be in this world, but trusting in Christ 
he enjoyed the promise of heaven (Luke 23:43). We 
certainly have no hope without Christ, for He is all (Col. 
3:11). In his justification the believer is in Christ, in his 
sanctification he is like Christ, and in his glorification 
he is with Christ.

The Lord’s people are looking for “new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 
Pet. 3:13). In the new world sin and sorrow will be no 
more, yet what believers desire most of all is to see the 
Lord. In The Four Last Things, Robert Bolton (1572-
1631) wrote that from all eternity God was “a heaven 
to himself”, but that when He created the world, “he 
prepared this glorious heaven we speak of, not that 
it might enclose or enlarge his happiness, but that he 
might unspeakably beautify and irradiate it with the 
inconceivable splendour of his majesty and glory, and 
so communicate himself beatifically to all the elect, 
saints and angels, even for ever and ever.” This is 
what it is for the believer to depart and join that great 
multitude who stand “before the throne, and before 
the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9)!

May our hearts and our hopes be firmly set upon 
the “better country” of heaven (Heb. 11:16).
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“Thy righteousness is like the great mountains” 
(Psalm 36:6)

In the first four verses of this Psalm David is greatly 
exercised by the wicked. They have no fear of God 
and their hearts are full of deceit. He observes 

their flattery and their smooth talk. They appear to 
be unstoppable: able to do as they like. It reminds us 
of Asaph in Psalm 73, who struggles in a similar way 
with the apparent prosperity of the wicked and the 
contrasting difficulties of the Lord’s people. However 
David then moves his thoughts from the wickedness 
of man to the greatness of God. There is an important 
lesson there for the Christian; it is not good to dwell for 
too long on thoughts and issues which discourage us, 
and it is best to consider instead what the Word of God 
tells us about the Lord. That is the best antidote for the 
troubled heart.

From verse 5 onwards David extols the attributes 
of God. He dwells on His mercy and faithfulness, which 
he describes as being in the heavens and reaching to 
the clouds. They are very great. Then in verse 6 he 
describes the righteousness of God as being like “the 
great mountains”. What are we to understand from 
this?

1. The Mountains are Immovable
In the winter the wind will often blow things away. 
If we anticipate a gale we gather to shelter anything 
which might get carried away. During the night we 
hope that the roof of the shed, and, in extreme cases, 
even the roof of the house, will not be torn off by the 
gale. However, no matter how stormy the weather 
might be, we know that the great mountains will not 
be affected. They will still be there in the morning.

In the same manner we can be sure that the 
righteousness of God is unshakeable. It will be 
unaffected by the winds of change which blow across 
the world. We may change our moral standards and our 
measure of righteousness but the Lord never changes. 
Not even to save His elect people would He alter His 
righteousness. The Cross of Calvary is the great proof 
of that. To uphold righteousness, the eternal Son of 
God takes our nature and suffers the cursed death of 
the cross. Calvary tells us that the righteousness of God 
is immovable – like the great mountains.

2. The Mountains are Clear
The Isle of Skye has many mountains and they stand 
out so clearly. It is impossible for us to miss them. 
Visitors might go away having failed to notice some of 
the features of our island, but none of them with the 
gift of sight could possibly fail to see the mountains. 
In a similar way the righteousness of God is clear and 
visible; standing out amidst all His other works.

(a) God is righteous in His dealings with His 
own people. In their redemption, righteousness 
is established and magnified. For the sake of the 
righteousness of Christ He justifies the ungodly. “For as 
by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 
(Rom. 5:19) As they progress in the Christian life they 
discover more and more of this righteousness and are 
assured that all His dealings with them are done in 
righteousness.

(b) God is righteous in His dealings with those 
who are not His people. In Psalm 73 Asaph comes, at 
length, to understand that the wicked will not prosper 
forever but that they are in a slippery place, and that 
everlasting destruction awaits them unless they repent 
of their sin and come to true faith in Christ. The wicked 
may flourish like “a green bay tree” (Ps. 37:35) in this 
world, but at best it is temporary, and the righteous 
God will deal righteously and every eye shall it. The 
great mountains may, at times, be somewhat obscured 
by mist and rain, and so it is with God’s righteousness: 
we may not be able to discern it clearly and, like Asaph, 
we may almost lose our spiritual footing, but at last it 
will be seen in all its glory. “Justice and judgement are 
the habitation of thy throne” (Ps. 89:14).

3. The Mountains are Awesome
People come from all over the world to see the great 
mountains of Skye. They are worth seeing. How 
much greater and how much more awesome is the 
righteousness of God! As we read of Christ dying in 
the place of sinners and satisfying the requirements 
of Divine justice, what can we conclude but that the 
righteousness of God is immeasurably great? Have you 
come to see this for yourself – or are you still blind to 
the glory of God’s righteousness? If so you need the 
prayer of the Psalmist: “Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law.” (Ps. 119:18)

DEVOTIONAL
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In this series we hope to consider a number of 
principles and practices which may be regarded 
as ‘distinctive’ of the Free Church, and therefore 

of the Free Church (Continuing). Not all of them are 
unique to the Free Church, but they nevertheless have 
a particular association with it. More importantly, we 
believe all of them to be founded upon the Word of 
God, which is the only authority for the church.

Introduction
In 1843 a total of 481 ministers left the established 
Church of Scotland and reconstituted themselves as 
the Church of Scotland, Free, in what became known 
as the Disruption. Two questions may be asked about 
this event:

Q.1. What was so important that these ministers 
were willing to walk out of their manses and meeting 
houses and sacrifice their stipends?

A. The issue was the Headship of Christ over His 
Church. These ministers believed in the spiritual 
independence of the Church – hence the word “Free”. 
It was an issue which began with the Patronage Act 
of Queen Anne, 1712. From that point on there were 
protests asserting the Crown Rights of Christ in the 
Church.

Q.2. Why did this event matter?
A. The Headship of Christ was central to the 

Scottish Reformation of 1560, when the Church threw 
off the supremacy of the Pope, and also to the Second 
Reformation of 1638, when the Church threw off 
Erastianism, or government of the Church by the State. 
The Disruption was a reassertion of the latter.

Here was a struggle for the heart of the Church. 
Who ruled – Christ or Caesar? The Headship of Christ 
over the Church is a core distinctive of the Free Church 
of Scotland.

  
1. The Fact of Christ’s Headship
In his work A View of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
John Brown of Haddington (1722-1787) maintains 
that the truth “that Jesus Christ is the alone Head 
of the church” is manifest in several ways. We may 
summarise them as follows:
(i) Explicit Declarations of Scripture:

– Christ says, “My kingdom is not of this world” 
(John 18:36);

– Christ is “head over all things to the church” 
(Eph. 1:22);
– Christ is “the head of the body, the church” 
(Col. 1:18).

(ii) Christ has Princely Titles in Respect of the Church:
– Lord (Acts 2:36; 10:36);            
– Lawgiver (Isa. 33:22; James 4:12);
– Prince (Ezek. 34:24; 46:10);
– Governor, Ruler (Jer. 30:21; Mic. 5:2);
– Bishop (1 Pet. 2:25);
– Master (Matt. 23:8,10; John 20:16).

(iii) Christ has Supreme Power in the Church:
– He enacts her laws and ordinances, even to her 

chief officers (Acts 1:2; 1 Cor. 9:21);
– He qualifies her officers, prescribes the manner 

of their call and the matter and manner of their work 
(Eph. 4:7-8,11; 1 Cor. 12:28);

– It is in His Name that all her ordinances are 
dispensed, as for example the Lord’s Supper. “For I 
have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you” (1 Cor. 11:23).    

In addition, we find that discipline in the Church is 
exercised in Christ’s Name (1 Cor. 5:4-5).

2. The Meaning of Christ’s Headship
What does the Headship of Christ mean in practice? The 
nineteenth century Irish Presbyterian minister John 
Edgar Henry, in his A Catechism of Church Government, 
identities five areas of influence which Christ has upon 
His Church:
(i) He is the Author of her Existence and Extension:

“When the Lord shall build up Zion” (Ps. 102:16)
“The Lord doth build up Jerusalem” (Ps. 147:2)
“I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18)
“And the Lord added to the church” (Acts 2:47) 

(ii) He is the Fountain of Knowledge:
“In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge” (Col. 2:3)
(iii) He is the Repository and Dispenser of Grace:

“And not holding the Head, from which all the body 
by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, 
and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God” 
(Col. 2:19)
(iv) He Appoints the Church’s Ordinances:

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

DOCTRINE
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people. Much of the resistance to this encroachment 
is based upon the pragmatic argument of a ‘nanny 
state’; sadly little is heard of the truth of the Headship 
of Christ. The point we are making is that this doctrine 
is a contemporary issue with resonance for us.

Q.2. What does it mean for the Church?
A. If Christ is the lawgiver of the Church, then He alone 

appoints its ordinances: the Church does not possess 
the power or authority to appoint rites and ceremonies. 
The great English theologian John Owen (1616-1683) 
wrote that the principle that the Church does have such 
power “lies at the bottom of all the horrible superstition 
and idolatry, of all the confusion, blood, persecution, and 
wars, that have for so long a season spread themselves 
over the face of the Christian world.”

Astonishingly, the worst offenders here are 
those Evangelicals who think it is creative, cool and 
contemporary to be innovative in worship – but to 
what result? Owen states four consequences of this 
innovation:

(i) it deposes Christ from His throne;
(ii) it embraces adulterers of Christ’s spouse;
(iii) it appoints taskmasters He never authorised;
(iv) it introduces into worship pagan, Judaical and 

anti-Christian observances which have no warrant in 
Scripture.      

Q. 3. Would you suffer for this principle?
A. We certainly ought to be willing to. In 1843, one-

third of ministers forsook all they had for the principle 
of Christ’s Headship. They suffered hatred and poverty 
for this. Those who followed them likewise suffered. 
For years they gathered in barns, abandoned mills, tin 
sheds, tents and even on a ship. Others had nothing but 
the open air, hillsides and glens, and quarries.

But it was not just ministers who suffered. Those 
who joined the Free Church found themselves evicted 
from their homes, and sacked from their employment 
– that was the price they were willing to pay for this 
principle.

the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19)
(v) He is the Only Source of Authority:

(Matt. 28:18-20)

3. The Denials of Christ’s Headship
There are three forms of church government which 
in differing degrees are effective denials of Christ’s 
Headship over His Church:
(i) Papalism:

According to Roman Catholicism, the Pope residing 
in Rome is the supreme head of the Church. This idea 
is based upon a bizarre reading of history, to the effect 
that Peter was at Rome, combined with a spurious 
interpretation of Matthew 18:18. Neither claim has 
any merit.
(ii) Erastianism:

This is the Episcopalian or Anglican position, in 
which the State has a certain governing role over the 
Church. Thus the Monarch appoints the Bishops and 
Archbishops of the Church of England. According to an 
Act of Henry VIII (Act 26, Chap. 1), the Sovereign is vested 
with all power regarding ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
(iii) Independency:

In this system every individual congregation stands 
on its own, being self-governing. While independent 
congregations may have office-bearers in whom a 
certain amount of power rests, they are really governed 
by the members. More or less everything is put to a vote 
of the members, and so the congregational meeting is 
where the real power lies.

All these forms of government argue against the 
position of the Westminster Standards, which is that 
Christ, as the sole Head of the Church, has prescribed 
a form of government in His Church which is by 
Presbyters, consisting of ministers and ruling elders. 
Elders within the congregation are generally known 
as a Kirk Session; elders gathered together from a 
number of congregations within a defined district are 
known as a Presbytery.

Implications 
Though there are mutual duties between Church and 
State, each has its own sphere of influence into which 
the other may not intrude. The Church does not govern 
the State, as seen in Papalism; the State does not govern 
the Church, as seen in Prelacy. Three questions help us 
to grasp the practical implications of the principle of 
Christ’s Headship:

Q.1. Does it actually matter?
A. Yes. The recent proposals by the State to introduce 

inspections of Church organisations, as well as its 
teaching material, are an assault upon the Headship 
of Christ. The State is saying that neither Christ nor 
His Church can be trusted with the welfare of young 

DOCTRINE / FREE CHURCH DISTINCTIVES: (1) CHRIST’S HEADSHIP OVER THE CHURCH
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“The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my 
chain: but, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very 
diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that 
he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how 
many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou 
knowest very well.” (2 Timothy 1:16-18)

Paul appreciated the visit of Onesiphorus, when 
so many had turned away from him. It was 
a courageous visit, to identify himself with 

someone who was bound in prison, awaiting trial. 
Paul was charged with treason, which carried the 
death penalty; Onesiphorus would be marked by the 
authorities. Yet he came again and again, and Paul 
commends him to Timothy and the world.

Mutual Prayer
The name “Onesiphorus” means “he who brings 
profit”, and he refreshed the soul of Paul in prison. 
There was a prayer meeting in the prison; worship 
and communion. The Lord was not ashamed of Paul 
(Heb. 2:11; 11:16), and neither was Onesiphorus. 
Onesiphorus made the effort to seek out this ‘prisoner 
of the Lord’ (2 Tim. 1:8), and encouraged him to stand 
firm before man’s judgement; there is a greater Judge 
than man (John 5:22). It was a long way from Ephesus 
to Rome, seven hundred miles, but Onesiphorus came.

Paul prayed for the household of Onesiphorus. He 
knew that it takes more than education in a godly 
home to make born again children of God. Perhaps 
Onesiphorus unburdened himself to Paul regarding his 
children. Some children are clearly bored with, if not 
antagonistic to, Christianity. Others try to please their 
parents, or succumb to pressure to make a profession. 
But it is a profession based on emotion, or accepting 
the moral ideals of Christianity; it is not “the faith of 
God’s elect” (Titus 1:1).

God’s Mercy
Onesiphorus knew that grace does not run in the blood. 
His children were getting older, and he was getting old, 
and Paul prayed for his friend’s family, that they would 
all find mercy from the Lord. Christ is God’s mercy; we 
are to seek it in Him alone. Onesiphorus had received 
mercy; he now sought the same for his family. To say 
that you deserve mercy shows that it is not mercy you 
are seeking, but reward. Paul did not pray for reward 
but for mercy, like the publican (Luke 18:13).

Paul speaks of a “day” – the day of the Lord. Like 
light, that Day shall reveal all. “Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.” (Matt. 5:7) Unlike the 
unmerciful servant in Christ’s parable (Matt. 18:23-
35), those who receive mercy pray that others may 
also obtain it. Grace, which is undeserved favour, 
leads to mercy, which is undeserved pardon, and a life 
of devotion, gratitude and pity follows. Because we 
sin each day we shall always be looking for mercy – 
looking for Christ, God’s mercy.

Eternal Blessing
We can have a good idea of what Onesiphorus and Paul 
talked about during visits. Paul was looking forward 
to that great Day, as was his friend – the Day when he 
would sin no more, and be “conformed to the image of 
[God’s] Son” (Rom. 8:29). After man has his day, God 
shall have His Day. It is mercy that makes us to differ 
from others (Jude 21), and this mercy endures for ever 
(Ps. 136:1). If mercy has found us then we shall find 
mercy in that Day. Surely this is something all should 
pray for, it being God’s sovereign gift. Do you sense 
your need of it?

Onesiphorus, and others like him, will hear the 
words of Christ in that Day, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father...I was in prison, and ye came unto me” (Matt. 
25:34,36). So Paul says to the Colossians: “Remember 
my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.” (Col. 4:18)

PRACTICAL RELIGION

ONESIPHORUS – 
THE BRAVE PRISON VISITOR
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Bonar [1808-1889] was a noted Free Church minister, 
serving in Kelso and Edinburgh, and a prolific author. 
This piece is taken from his work ‘God’s Way of Holiness’, 
first published in 1864.)

The cross makes us whole; not all at once indeed, 
but it does the work effectually. Before we 
reached it we were not “whole”, but broken 

and scattered, nay, without a centre toward which to 
gravitate. The cross forms that centre, and, in doing 
so, it draws together the disordered fragments of our 
being; it unites our heart” (Ps. 86:11), producing a 
wholeness or unity which no object of less powerful 
attractiveness could accomplish: a wholeness or unity 
which, beginning with the individual, reproduces 
itself on a larger scale, but with the same centre of 
gravitation, in the Church of God.

Healing Power
Of spiritual health, the cross is the source. From it 
there goes forth the “virtue” (the power, Luke 6:19) 
that heals all maladies, be they slight or deadly. For 
“with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5); and in Him 
we find “the tree of life”, with its healing leaves (Rev. 
22:2). Golgotha has become Gilead, with its skilful 
physician and its “bruised” balm (Jer. 8:22, Isa. 53:5). 
Old Latimer says well regarding the woman whom 
Christ cured, “she believed that Christ was such a 
healthful man that she should be sound as soon as she 
might touch him.”

The “whole head [was] sick, and the whole heart 
faint” (Isa. 1:5), but now the sickness is gone, and the 
vigour comes again to the fainting heart. The look, or 
rather the object looked at, has done its work (Isa. 
45:22); the serpent of brass has accomplished that 
which no earthly medicines could effect. Not to us 
can it now be said, “thou hast no healing medicines” 
(Jer. 30:13), for the word of the great Healer is, “I will 
bring it health and cure, I will cure them, and will 
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth.” 
(Jer. 33:6) Thus it is by the abundance of that peace 
and truth revealed to us in the cross, that our cure is 
wrought.

Sanctifying Power
The cure is not perfected in an hour. But, as the sight 
of the cross begins it, so does it complete it at last. 
The pulses of new health now beat in all our veins. 
Our whole being recognises the potency of the divine 
medicine, and our diseases yield to it.

Yes, the cross heals. It possesses the double virtue 
of killing sin and quickening holiness. It makes all the 
fruits of the flesh to wither, while it cherishes and 
ripens the fruit of the Spirit, which is “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance” (Gal. 5:22,23). By this the hurt of the soul 
is not “healed slightly”, but truly and thoroughly. It 
acts like the fresh balm of southern air to one whose 
constitution the frost and damp of the far north had 
undermined. It gives new tone and energy to our 
faculties, a new bent and aim to all our purposes, 
and a new elevation to all our hopes and longings. It 
gives the death-blow to self, it mortifies our members 
which are upon the earth, it crucifies the flesh with its 
affections and lusts. Thus, looking continually to the 
cross, each day, as at the first, we are made sensible 
of the restoration of our soul’s health; evil loosens its 
hold, while good strengthens and ripens.

Invincible Power
It is not merely that we “glory in the cross” (Gal. 6:14), 
but we draw strength from it. It is the place of weakness, 
for there “Christ was crucified through weakness” (2 
Cor. 13:4), but it is, notwithstanding, the fountainhead 
of power to us; for as out of death came forth life, so 
out of weakness came forth strength. This is strength, 
not for one thing, but for everything. It is strength for 
activity or for endurance, for holiness as well as for 
work. He that would be holy or useful must keep near 
the cross. The cross is the secret of power, and the 
pledge of victory. With it we fight and overcome. No 
weapon can prosper against it, nor enemy prevail. With 
it we meet the fightings without as well as the fears 
within. With it we war the good warfare, we wrestle 
with principalities and powers, we “withstand” and 
we “stand” (Eph. 6:12,13); we fight the good fight, we 
finish the course, we keep the faith (2 Tim. 4:7).

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE CROSS AND ITS POWER
HORATIUS BONAR
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(Abridged and adapted from ‘Thoughts for Young Men’, 
first published in 1865.)

There are some special dangers against which 
youth need to be warned. Every age and 
condition has its own peculiar snares and 

temptations, and it is well to know them. He that is 
forewarned is forearmed.

Pride
One danger to youth is pride. Pride cast Adam out 
of paradise. He was not content with the place God 
assigned him. He tried to raise himself – and fell (Gen. 
3). Thus sin, sorrow, and death entered in by pride. 
Pride sits in all our hearts by nature. Pride makes 
us rest satisfied with ourselves, think we are good 
enough as we are, stop our ears against advice, refuse 
the gospel of Christ, and turn every one to his own way 
(Judg. 21:25; Isa. 53:6).

How common is it to see youth high-minded, and 
impatient of counsel! How often they will not stop to 
listen to a hint from an older person! They think they 
know everything. They fancy they need no teaching or 
instruction themselves: they understand all things. It 
makes them almost angry to be spoken to. They must 
needs be independent and have their own way.

Love of Pleasure
Another danger to youth is the love of pleasure. Youth 
is the time when our passions are strongest. Youth 
is the time when we have generally most health and 
strength: death seems far away, and to enjoy ourselves 
in this life seems everything. Youth is the time when 
most people have few earthly cares or anxieties to take 
up their attention. And all these things help to make 
many think of nothing so much as pleasure.

Remember, earthly pleasures are all unsatisfying, 
empty, and vain. All is not gold that glitters. And here 
I will not shrink from warning all youth to remember 
the seventh commandment (Exod. 20:14): to beware 
of adultery, fornication, and all impurity of every kind. I 
fear there is often a want of plain speaking on this part 
of God’s Law. I for one cannot, with a good conscience, 
hold my peace – “flee fornication” if you love life (1 Cor. 
6:18). 

Thoughtlessness
Another danger to youth is thoughtlessness. Lack of 
thought is one simple reason why thousands of souls 

are cast away forever. None are in more danger of this 
than yourselves. You know little of the perils around 
you, and so you are heedless how you walk. You hate 
the trouble of sober, quiet thinking, and so you form 
wrong decisions and run your heads into sorrow. 
Young Esau must needs have his brother’s pottage and 
sell his birthright (Gen. 25:29-34); he never thought 
how much he should one day want it.

“Don’t think”, whispers Satan. “Consider your ways”, 
says the Word of God; stop and think, consider and be 
wise. Make time for calm reflection. Commune with 
your own heart and be still. Do not be lost merely for 
the lack of thought.

Contempt of Religion
Another danger to youth is contempt of religion. 
I always observe that none pay so little outward 
respect to religion as youth. None attend so badly on 
the means of grace – none take so little part in our 
services when they are present at them, use Bibles so 
little, sing so little, listen to preaching so little. None 
are so generally absent at prayer meetings. Youth 
seem to think they do not need these things: they may 
be good for the elderly, but not for them. They appear 
ashamed of seeming to care about their souls. It is 
the same spirit that made the young people of Bethel 
mock Elisha (2 Kings 2:23); contempt of holy things 
is the high road to infidelity. 

Fear of Opinion
Another danger to youth is the fear of man’s opinion. 
“The fear of man” does indeed “bring a snare” (Prov. 
29:25). It is terrible to observe the power that it has 
over most minds, and especially over the minds of the 
young. Few seem to have any opinions of their own or 
to think for themselves. Like dead fish, they go with the 
stream and tide.

The fear of being looked at, laughed at, ridiculed, 
prevents many a good habit being taken up. “I feared 
the people”, said Saul to Samuel, and so he transgressed 
the commandment of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:24). Herod 
was afraid of what his guests would think of him, so 
he did that which made him “exceeding sorry”: he 
beheaded John the Baptist (Mark 6:25-27). Pilate 
feared offending the Jews, so he delivered up Jesus to 
be crucified (Matt. 27:17-26).

Such are the warnings I give you. Lay them to heart. 
The Lord grant they may not have been given you in 
vain.

YOUTH FOCUS

DANGERS TO YOUTH
J.C. RYLE
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Ayr Induction (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

On 22 November members of the Ayr Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing) congregation and 
many friends from all over Scotland gathered 

for the induction of Rev. Graeme Craig BSc, which 
took place in New Prestwick Baptist Church, Ayr. The 
congregation, which is known locally as Bethel Free 
Church and meets at Lindsay Street, had been without 
a minister since May 2018 when their former minister 
Rev. Gavin Beers was inducted to the congregation in 
Mebane, USA.

The evening began with public worship conducted by 
Rev. David S. Fraser (retired), Moderator of the Southern 
Presbytery. Mr Fraser preached an appropriate sermon 
from 2 Kings 2:14, highlighting many lessons from the 
life of the prophet Elisha and making application to the 
new ministry beginning in Ayr.

Following the Motion to associate ministers from 
other Presbyteries and the reading of the Narrative of 
Proceedings by Presbytery Clerk Mr Maurice Grant, 
Edinburgh, the normal induction procedure was 
followed. The Moderator engaged in prayer and on 
conclusion extended the right hand of fellowship to Mr 
Craig.

Afterwards Rev. William B. Scott (retired) 
addressed Mr Craig, reading from Colossians 4:12-18 
and highlighting the words “take heed” found in verse 
17. Then Rev. Andrew R. Allan (Partick) was called 

CHURCH NEWS
upon to address the congregation. He highlighted 
Psalm 118:23, reminding the congregation that their 
new pastor was a gift from the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great King and Head of the Church. Following the 
conclusion of worship with the pronouncement of the 
Benediction, Mr & Mrs Craig greeted the congregation 
as they made their way into the adjacent hall for the 
welcome fellowship.

At the first part of the reception Ayr’s Session Clerk 
and elder Rev. Dr James Millar presented a gift to Mr 
Craig, while Dr Millar’s wife Nanette presented a gift 
to Mrs Roberta Craig. Following this Abi and Katrina 
Mackay, members of the Ayr congregation, presented 
gifts to the Craig children in attendance.

Interim Moderator Mr Allan read numerous 
greetings from congregations, colleagues and friends, 
all expressing their best wishes for the new ministry. 
After this Mr Allan handed over proceedings to 
Mr Craig, who took the opportunity to express his 
appreciation for the gifts and the warm welcome 
received. A presentation was made to Mr Allan by Ayr’s 
Treasurer Mr Stuart Mackay, who thanked Mr Allan 
for his work during the vacancy. Mr Craig called upon 
Rev. John Macleod (retired), to say Grace, after which 
the sizeable gathering partook of a large sumptuous 
spread prepared by the congregation.

Having enjoyed refreshment and fellowship Mr 
Craig asked four men to speak to the occasion. He 

Free Church Witness 11

Rev. Dr James Millar (right) makes a presentation to 
Rev. Graeme Craig (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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called upon Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort), Mr 
Sammy Cameron, an elder from Mr Craig’s former 
congregation in Stornoway, Rev. Maurice J. Roberts 
(retired), a former minister in Ayr, and Mr Murray 
Mackay, who until recently was a deacon in the 
Stornoway congregation. All men spoke warmly of 
Mr Craig’s diligence, stability and dependability as 
a pastor and of his suitability for his new ministerial 
post.

To draw the evening to a close Mr Craig thanked 
all for their attendance and those who worked hard 
in preparing for the reception. Thanks were also 
expressed to Rev. Kenneth Ross and the Deacons’ 
Court of New Prestwick Baptist Church for the kind 
use of their excellent facilities. The evening concluded 
with singing from Psalm 89 and Mr Craig closing in 
prayer.

On the Lord’s Day following, the congregation met 
in their own building at 7 Lindsay Street, Ayr, when Rev. 
Greg MacDonald (Cross), preached and introduced the 
new Minister. Following a congregational lunch Mr 
Craig commenced his new ministry when he took the 
second service of the day.

Subscriptions

Areminder that subscriptions to the magazine 
for 2020 are now due. Annual subscription 
rates are unchanged from last year and details 

are found on the inside front cover of the magazine. 
Individual subscribers received subscription renewal 
and gift subscription forms with their December issue, 
and if you have not yet done so, we encourage you to 
renew your subscription to the magazine and also to 
consider taking out a half-price gift subscription for 
one or more friends. The cost of a gift subscription is 

£13.75. Please note that half-price gift subscriptions can 
only be taken out for individuals who have a UK address.

Those who subscribe to the magazine through their 
congregation should have received gift subscription 
forms with the December issue. If not, then please 
see the person who is responsible for distributing 
the magazines in your congregation. If required, 
further forms may be obtained from the Subscriptions 
Secretary, whose contact details will also be found on 
the inside front cover.

China: ‘The Battle of the Century has Begun’   
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Amajor persecution is looming over China. Of 
two things we can be certain: (1) while it will 
be different, it will be just as insidious as that of 

Mao’s Cultural Revolution; (2) it will not last, for when 
the time is right the God of history will intervene and his 
Church will be set free. In 2012 the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) included ‘underground’ churches and 
human rights lawyers (one quarter of whom are 
Christians) in a list of ‘five new black categories’, i.e. 
enemies of the state. When Xi Jinping took the reins of 
the Communist Party (November 2012) and People’s 
Republic (March 2013), persecution of the ‘black 
categories’ escalated markedly; worse is coming. An 
extraordinary spiritual battle has commenced. The 
Chinese Church needs our prayers.

Thought for the New Year

“But do we never feel at home in the earth, 
thus forgetting our proper character, and 
our eternal prospects? Do we always live, 

speak, and act as ‘strangers in the earth’; in the midst 
of earthly enjoyments sitting loose to them, as if our 
treasure was in heaven? Does our conversation in the 
society of the world savour of the home, whither we 
profess to be going? Is the world gaining ascendancy 
in our affection? Let the cross of Calvary be the 
object of our daily contemplation – the ground of our 
constant ‘glorying’; and the world will then be to us as 
a ‘crucified’ object (Gal. vi. 14.).”
Charles Bridges

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

January 202012

Mrs Nanette Millar (right) makes a presentation to 
Mrs Roberta Craig (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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North Uist and Grimsay are two islands in the 
middle of the Outer Hebrides island chain, and 
are linked by a causeway. North Uist is over a 

hundred square miles in size, and has a population of 
around 1,250; crofting and fishing are still practised. 
Grimsay is much smaller, at just over three square 
miles, and with under 200 residents. There are ferry 
connections from North Uist to Harris and Skye. Four 
Presbyterian denominations exist locally, and an 
independent church.

History
The Free Church has had a presence in North Uist since 
the Disruption of 1843. At the division in 2000 there 
were three places of worship, but all our services are 
now held in the church at Bayhead, on the west side of 
North Uist. This large building was erected in 1858 and 
is in need of repair, but there is land available which 
might allow for a smaller, more suitable building to be 
constructed, if the Lord wills. In 2014 a new manse 
was purchased for the congregation by the Church 
through its Finance & Sustentation Committee, and 
repayments are being made by the congregation until 
the property becomes theirs (D.V.).

Congregation
Our congregation is drawn from both islands and 
consists of about twenty members and adherents. We 
presently have one elder of our own and two assessor 
elders. Our website (www.northuistandgrimsayfcc.org), 
which contains sermons and other material, has led to 
visitors to the islands attending our services, which is an 
encouragement to us. Copies of the Church magazines 

are given to people beyond the congregation and are 
also placed in the local library, nursing home and 
surgery.

Services
Sabbath services are held at 12.00noon and 6.00pm, 
with a Prayer Meeting on Thursday at 7.00pm (3.00pm 
during the winter months). Almost all the congregation 
is Gaelic-speaking, and Gaelic psalm-singing features 
in most of our services. Communions are held on the 
second Sabbath in April and September, and are times 
of refreshing for the Lord’s people. We also conduct a 
Sabbath afternoon service in the local nursing home 
on a rota basis.

Future
We are thankful to our bountiful God for His goodness to 
us, yet the desire remains to see people from the world 
coming out to the means of grace, and we have various 
opportunities to reach them. Last summer brethren 
from Lewis helped in the distribution of several hundred 
copies of the Good News magazine in our neighbouring 
island of Benbecula. We look to the Lord to use these 
efforts for His glory in the salvation of sinners.

Prayer
Please pray that the Lord would bless His Word 
among us, adding to the number of His professing 
people and in time providing more office-bearers 
for the congregation. We also hope to see families 
attending and eventually to have a new place of 
worship. “So then neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth 
the increase.” (1 Cor. 3:7)

AROUND THE CHURCH

NORTH UIST & GRIMSAY
REV. DAVID M. BLUNT

Rev. David & Mrs Sybil Blunt

Mr John MacLean, Elder
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MISSIONS

HOME MISSION WORK
DONALD JOHN MORRISON

As the Church’s Home Mission Worker, I am 
engaged in gospel work throughout Scotland. 
Why is it needed and what does it involve?

Great Commission 
Hudson Taylor, missionary to China and founder of the 
China Inland Mission, said that the Great Commission 
is not an option to be considered, but a command to be 
obeyed. This great unchanging gospel command comes 
from Jesus Christ, who said, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature”, and, “Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled.” (Mark 16:15; Luke 14:23) 
In seeking to obey God’s command, my missionary 
work in the ‘highways and hedges’ includes open-air 
preaching, tract distribution and table ministry on the 
high streets, along with weeks of mission outreach in 
different towns, cities and rural communities across 
Scotland. There is a focus on areas where our Church 
has a presence. Over the past year we evangelised in 
Edinburgh (Leith); Glasgow (Partick & Knightswood); 
Stornoway; Inverness (Holm & Slackbuie); Snizort (Isle 
of Skye); Dores; Brora and Aberdeen. We also reached 
out with the gospel at Invergordon, to passengers who 
disembark from the many cruise liners which visit this 
port, and also on Inverness High Street, where I witness 
when not away from home.

Gospel Literature
Speaking to countless multitudes every year, from 
all walks of life, backgrounds and nationalities, our 
constraining, unchanging, forthright plea to the 
unconverted is: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house”; “repent ye, and believe the 
gospel” (Acts 16:31; Mark 1:15). In reaching out with the 
gospel, good quality evangelistic and reformed literature 
is distributed and circulated, near and far. To give an 

idea of the quantities used, in 2018, some 10,000 copies 
of the Good News magazine and gospel booklets were 
distributed, along with 6,000 Trinitarian Bible Society 
calendars, twenty-two Bibles and a mountain of gospel 
tracts. The ‘foreigner’ is not forgotten: we have literature 
and booklets in thirty-five worldwide languages and 
Bibles in twenty languages. The politician and Prime 
Minister William E. Gladstone (1809-1898), once wrote: 
“There is but one question of the hour: how to bring the 
truth of God’s Word into vital contact with the minds and 
hearts of all classes of people.”
 
Vitally Important
The vital importance of widely distributing gospel 
literature cannot be overstated. One missionary of 
yesteryear wrote: “If religious books are not widely 
circulated among the masses in this country, I do not 
know what is going to become of us as a nation. If truth 
be not diffused, then error will be. If God and his Word 
are not known and received, the devil and his works will 
gain the ascendancy. If the evangelical volume does not 
reach every hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious 
literature will. If the power of the gospel is not felt 
throughout the length and breadth of this land, anarchy 
and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and 
darkness will reign without mitigation or end.” These 
words were penned in...1823! If the need for giving out 
gospel literature was great then, how much greater it is 
in 2020, across every corner of Scotland!
 
Mission and Vision
Tragically, the average Scotsman doesn’t know 
what the gospel is: darkness is over the land. While 
earnest prayer, along with the spirit of repentance, 
is desperately needed, both within and outwith the 
church, one is mindful of the urgent need of spreading 
the gospel message of salvation throughout our nation, 
amongst people who have never heard about the grace 
and mercy of God in Christ Jesus. The Bible solemnly 
reminds us that without this kind of vision, “the people 
perish” (Prov. 29:18). Our greatest and deepest vision 
is to win souls for Christ, and “he that winneth souls 
is wise” (Prov. 11:30). It is our hope to continue in 
this vital work, trusting in the Lord and in the power 
of His Spirit, to richly bless the seed that continues to 
be sown, and praying that a great spiritual harvest will 
yet be reaped in days to come. Our confidence is in Him 
and His precious Word to change hearts, transform 
lives and save many souls across Scotland.

Mr Morrison distributing tracts in Partick 
(courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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CHURCH RELATIONS

Dangers and desires

There are two principles which Reformed 
denominations in the UK need to uphold in the 
light of divisions in the visible church. One of 

them, as required of our ministers in their ordination 
vows, is guarding the pulpit against “all Popish, Arian, 
Socinian, Arminian, Erastian, and other doctrines, 
tenets, and opinions whatsoever, contrary to, and 
inconsistent with” the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
The other is promoting the objectives laid down in 
the Solemn League and Covenant concerning the 
reformation of religion in doctrine, worship, discipline 
and government. Two dangers exist regarding the 
practice of these principles.

The first danger is in opening pulpits to those 
who, far from being in agreement with it, openly or 
otherwise reject the avowed stance of the particular 
denomination to which we belong. For example, it 
cannot be acceptable to entertain, in pulpits where the 
Regulative Principle of worship is taught, preachers 
who undermine that principle. The second danger is 
in having a loyalty to our own denomination which is 
purely sectarian, as though no one else is true to the 
Crown rights of the Redeemer. It seems that some 
would rather find fault than objectively associate, but 
let that not lead to isolationism on our part. 

Sadly, both dangers are apparent across the country. 
While denominational loyalty has its merits, we must 
ever remember that any sound denomination is but a 
part of the Bride of Christ, and not the sum total. The 
ordination vows taken by office-bearers of the FC(C), 
which were set out in 1846, remain the touchstone and 
framework for our denominational relations, and to 
those vows we are required to remain faithful. There 
is nothing in these vows, however, which promotes 
or encourages denominational sectarianism. On the 
contrary, they are an excellent means of bringing into 
fellowship those of a like mind, while maintaining a 
proper distance from those who are not.

The Confession of Faith rightly states that “the 
purest churches under heaven are subject both to 
mixture and error” (WCF 25:5). This shows that we 
cannot expect a perfect church in this world, yet it 
would appear that some Christians are looking for 
just that. As a denomination holding foursquare to 
the old paths as set out in the Westminster Standards, 
yet acknowledging our many imperfections, we pray 
sincerely for the day when the different denominations 
holding fully to these Standards will have closer ties 
than presently exist.

PARACHURCH ORGANISATIONS

Do they have a place?

All across the world there are bodies which are 
diverting resources from the Christian church. 
They are known as parachurch organisations. A 

‘parachurch organisation’ is a body which engages in 
work belonging to the church but is independent of the 
church’s oversight. Many parachurch organisations 
quite unashamedly duplicate the work of the church, 
yet call upon individual Christians and congregations 
to support them. Some, like the Faith Mission, even 
train their own preachers – which in its case includes 
both men and women – a complete violation of the 
biblical order (1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:12).

This is wholly unacceptable. The list of parachurch 
organisations in our land continues to grow, while at 
the same time the visible church declines. It seems to 
be overlooked that the only institution which the Lord 
Jesus Christ ordained, organised and equipped is the 
church. As the Head of the church, Christ has not given 
leave to Christians to organise parallel institutions, 
and parachurch organisations cannot claim a warrant 
in Scripture for their existence. There are Christian 
organisations which are not parachurch in nature; 
they do what the church – and certainly the church in 
its present divided and weakened state – cannot do, 
acting as handmaids to the church. In this legitimate 
area exist such bodies as the Trinitarian Bible Society 
and the Christian Institute.

Parachurch organisations easily become quasi-
church institutions, such that some congregations 
identify with them. These bodies may take on an 
ecumenical function, as though denominations cannot 
really function properly without them. Within such a 
forum there is the assumption of an agreement on basic 
Christian principles, but that is generally all. Ironically, 
membership of a parachurch group is not an expression 
of true Christian unity: confessional denominations 
exhibit true unity, by virtue of their confessional position, 
to which their office-bearers willingly subscribe.

Membership of non-confessional groups can 
undermine a denomination’s confessional position, by 
causing the distinctive doctrines which it is pledged to 
uphold to be sidelined. Parachurch groups are outwith 
the duly constituted church of Christ, and unaccountable 
to it, yet the vision of a handful of individuals beyond 
ecclesiastical oversight may take precedence over a 
denomination’s confessional commitments. Parachurch 
organisations are not the solution to whatever problems 
may exist within the church, and ultimately they cannot 
ever be the church.

COMMENT
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The relationship between Scotland and 
Ireland is one of mutual debt. If Scotland gave 
Presbyterianism to Ireland, long before, Ireland 

brought Christianity to Scotland. 
Three hundred years after Paul brought 

Christianity to Europe, Scotland lay steeped in 
paganism. So wicked was the country that the Romans 
built a wall some 73 miles long from the Solway to 
the Tyne as a defence. The first Christian minister in 
Scotland was Ninian (or as Bede has, Nynia), hence 
Kilninian or ‘Cille Ninian’, meaning ‘Church of Ninian’, 
which pertained to Iona.

Irish Missionary Endeavour
From Ireland came Columba in 563. He had founded 
monasteries in Derry (now Londonderry) and 
Durrow. Blamed for an armed insurrection, he was 
excommunicated. Columba left Ireland and settled 
in Iona with some two hundred followers. Columba 
travelled across Scotland and was instrumental in 
the conversion of the Pictish King, Brude. Columba 
visited Skye and Orkney. Applecross was later called 
‘A’Chomaraich’, meaning ‘a sanctuary’. A nearby island 
was called ‘Eilean nan Naomh’, meaning ‘Isle of Saints’. 

As a direct consequence of Irish missionary 
endeavour, Christianity spread across Scotland. In 
Skye, Columba had two mission stations, in Snizort 
and Portree. Adamnan of Iona (c.624-704), in his Life 
of Saint Columba, records his visit to Skye, as well 
as Mull, Coll and Tiree. It is in the Annals of Ulster, 
Tigernach and Innisfallen that we learn of events in 
Scotland, because of the Norse attacks upon Christian 
communities overseen by ministers from Ireland; 
hence the interest in Ireland in events in Scotland. 
The establishment of Iona was the catalyst for the 
foundation of Christian settlements in Scotland, 
many of which are associated with their founder, 
such as Kilmoluag (‘Church of Moluag’) in Argyllshire. 
Moluag, also known as Lugaidh, was a sixth century 
Irish missionary, taught by Comgall of Bangor, County 
Down, and laboured extensively in Scotland.

Another missionary minister to Scotland was 
Cainnich, hence Kilkenneth on the Isle of Tiree. Others 
were Findchan, Finnin, Findoca, Ernan (which gave 
rise to Cille Ernan and later Kilvickeon, in the Isle of 
Mull). One final example is the parish of Killean (from 
‘Cille Iain’, meaning ‘Church of John’) in Argyllshire. 

Gospel Light Extinguished
What happened to this once thriving Christianity in 
Scotland? The arrival of Romanism led to the gradual 
extinguishing of gospel light. Christians in England 
were forced to submit to Rome in 664 at the Synod of 
Whitby. For a while Scotland resisted, but twenty-five 
years later Iona fell. The Columban adherents continued 
to resist and for that they were expelled in 724. 

After 794, Christianity was in serious decline. The 
ravages by the Danes and then the Norwegians were 
like a judgement. Settlement after settlement was 
attacked. The Northern Hebrides were almost swept 
clean of inhabitants. By 875, Christianity had virtually 
disappeared in Orkney and Shetland. While the Irish 
Church held out, it was conquered in 1172. In Scotland, 
by a papal Bull of Clement III in 1188, the Scottish Church 
was declared to be under the sovereignty of the pope. 
Monkery came to Scotland, and superstition returned. 

The Lessons
There are a number of lessons we can learn:

Firstly, the gospel alone conquers the darkness of 
paganism. In Scotland it delivered and transformed a 
pagan and superstitious people. 

Secondly, God often uses unlikely instruments and 
unexpected events to overthrow the wisdom of men. 
By a hard providence, Columba came to Scotland.

Thirdly, Romanism was and remains the single 
greatest threat to the Christian Church. The de-
Protestantising of Scripture, seen especially in the 
handling of key prophetic passages in Daniel and 
Revelation, cannot be tolerated as a valid alternative to 
the historic interpretation.

Fourthly, where Romanism prevails, gospel 
believers are driven out. The exiling of those who 
refused to submit to Rome is proof of that. 

Fifthly, a knowledge of Church history is essential 
to a positive and vibrant outlook regarding the present 
situation. Too often we become discouraged: Church 
history restores our perspective.

Sixthly, an awakened Church shapes the landscape 
and the community. In Scotland the place name ‘An 
Annaid’, meaning ‘Old Church’, signifies where another 
church has been built in the locality, and ‘clachan’ denotes 
a settlement with a parish church, inn and smithy.

Scotland owes a spiritual debt to Ireland, but she 
abundantly repaid it after the Reformation.

CHURCH HISTORY

CHRISTIANITY FROM IRELAND 
TO SCOTLAND
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Scotland Ablaze: The 
Twenty-Year Fire of 
Revival That Swept 
Scotland 1858-79
Tom Lennie, Christian 
Focus Publications, pbk, 
630pp, £14.99

Having read Tom 
Lennie’s previous 
two books, Glory 

in the Glen and Land of 
many Revivals, I really 
looked forward to reading this volume. However, I was 
disappointed. It had a different effect upon me from the 
previous two works. This is not a criticism of Lennie, or 
of this book. The author has done a tremendous work 
in collating from many resources a detailed account 
of these nineteenth century revivals. Rather, it is that I 
long for revival. I was thrilled by these previous books 
and what God did through revival. How badly we need a 
revival today! So what was the problem with the present 
work? Basically, it was the discovery that the revivals 
dealt with in this book, and particularly the human 
response to them, explain the mess we are in today.

The 1859-60 revival was the last revival to affect 
the whole of Scotland. Many thousands were truly 
converted from Galloway in the south to Orkney in the 
North. Lennie does an excellent work in giving a full 
account of this revival. However it had always been 
a puzzle to me how quickly after this revival German 
Higher Criticism and evolutionary thinking took over 
the Scottish churches and particularly the Free Church. 
The authority and inspiration of the Scriptures were 
undermined. In twenty years, though an evangelical 
veneer remained, liberalism had won the day in the 
Free Church. A Declaratory Act was passed in 1892, 
weakening subscription to the Westminster Confession. 
In 1900 the vast majority in the Free Church joined 
with the United Presbyterians to form the United Free 
Church. After a few years the remnant evangelicalism 
of the United Free Church and the Church of Scotland 
evaporated and they were dominated by liberal unbelief.

To me, though this was not the intent of the author, 
this book showed the reason why. Previous revivals in 
Scotland occurred under solid Calvinistic preaching 
of the Word. Preaching was not so prominent as the 
prayer meetings in the 1859-60 revival. Prolonged 
prayer meetings were held, often till three and four 
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in the morning. The emotions of all were greatly 
stirred and encouraged. The new measures of Charles 
Finney, a popular American evangelist who himself 
visited Scotland in 1859 were practised. The ‘anxious 
bench’ was used to separate seekers from the rest 
of the congregation. Emphasis began to be laid on 
conversion as a decision of the will rather than the 
radical transformation of the whole man by the Spirit 
of God. The most prominent preachers were laymen, 
converted butchers, weavers, fishermen and coopers 
who testified and exhorted rather than expounding the 
great teachings of Scripture. From this the Brethren 
movement took hold, organising assemblies in many 
places. Hymns began to be used in worship rather than 
the much deeper, inspired Psalms and also instrumental 
music came in. Election and particularly limited 
atonement were downplayed or denied. The love of 
God was emphasised as over against His justice. Women 
preachers began to appear, again contrary to Scripture.

American evangelists Moody and Sankey arrived in 
1873. Now there was a further development of some of 
these trends. There is no doubt that some people were 
genuinely converted but Moody’s gospel was Arminian. 
Carnegie Simpson, a liberal theologian, said of him that 
he did more to undermine the “old hyperCalvinism” 
of election and particular atonement than did John 
Macleod Campbell, who had been deposed from 
the Church of Scotland ministry in 1831 for heresy. 
Moody’s meetings were carefully arranged in order to 
be interesting and entertaining for the unconverted. 
His preaching was full of stories and personal allusions. 
Sankey’s sentimental hymns became very popular 
and had an important role. Decisionism became more 
common. The distinctive truths of the Christian faith 
were downplayed. Unity was stressed at the expense of 
truth. Thus the church in Scotland had lost her ability 
to fight for truth. German Rationalism came in and 
carried all before it and, indeed, some of the leaders of 
the evangelism, men such as Professor George Adam 
Smith and the Darwinist Henry Drummond, became 
leaders in the destruction of the authority of the Bible.

So, yes, Lennie’s book is worth reading. It gives 
a thorough account of the revivals and evangelistic 
campaigns. But I found it a depressing book because it 
shows how the old Reformed theology of Calvin and Paul 
was rejected, how conversion became a mere decision, 
how preaching became simply exhortation, how the 
inspired Psalms were replaced with hymns and choruses 
and how Scottish evangelicalism became superficial 
and anti-intellectual and so, the liberals took over the 
churches and theological colleges of our land.
Rev. William Macleod
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The Viewing: An Outside-In View of Essential 
Christianity
John R. Baldock, Day One Publications, pbk, 
256pp, £9.00

The concept 
behind this book 
is that someone 

seeking to understand 
Christianity approaches 
the religion much as 
a prospective buyer 
would view a house 
on the market. It is 
divided up into the 
various ‘rooms’, each 
corresponding roughly 
to different fields of 
theology; for instance, 
the bathroom relates 
to matters of sanctification, the ‘study’ to the deep 
things of theology proper and Christology.

The Introduction states the book “doesn’t use 
religious language”, which immediately flags up 
concerns over the modern habit of ‘dumbing down’. 
Would we seriously try to engage in mathematics, 
for instance, without getting to grips with 
mathematical terminology? How much more do we 
need such theological precision when dealing with 
the profundities of God Himself and His Truth! The 
primitive church was expected to grapple with the 
New Testament, replete as it is with highly ‘technical’ 
language. In any event, the author does not quite 
stick to his plan and we inevitably find complex 
terms, as for instance on page 43, where discussion 
on the Trinity includes words such as ‘Tritheism’, 
‘Modalism’, etc.

My other reservation about the book is its 
occasionally ‘Arminian’ sounding presentation. 
Readers are at the outset challenged, “When you 
complete your viewing it is decision time – is this the 
house for you?” (p.7). Further on we read: “Freedom 
of choice is fundamental to God’s purpose for us...’, 
and that God “will deal with the consequences [of 
our sins] – if we ask him to.” (p.70). And summing 
the book up, “Once you have weighed everything and 
decided that you want to live your life on God’s terms 
actually becoming a Christian couldn’t be easier...’ 
(p.232). Surely there needs to be far more emphasis 
on the need for a mighty work of regenerating grace 
in the heart of a dead sinner who is biased against a 
Holy God?

As the book’s cover indicates, the Gospel is an 
‘open house’ to all, but the invitation is to those 

who are only too keen to reject it – something we 
cannot stress too much; this book perhaps does not 
convey that sufficiently sharply in its urge to be ‘user 
friendly’. The use of the N.I.V. grates immensely, in 
this regard. 

Despite these caveats the book is sound enough. 
Ewan W. Wilson  

Scripture Reading to the End: Army Scripture 
Reader William G Ransley and his Gospel witness, 
France, 1918
Bill Newton (Ed.), Day One / MissionAssist / 
SASRA, pbk, 102pp, £6.00

W. G. Ransley 
served as 
an Army 

Scripture Reader with 
the Army Scripture 
Readers’ and Soldiers’ 
Friends Society (now 
SASRA) between 1889 
and 1935. Ransley 
recorded his First World 
War experiences in a 
diary and this book 
comprises extracts 
from his diary for 1918 
when he was working 
in military hospitals at 
Wimereux near Boulogne, France. It therefore gives 
insight into the terrible realities of that awful wartime 
when men were face to face with death, the loss of 
comrades and family members, and when so many 
faced a sudden and violent entrance into eternity 
and when those who remained were left with the sad 
consequences.

It was at such a time that Ransley devotedly served 
his Lord in seeking to minister to the spiritual needs 
of wounded, and sometimes dying, men. His desire to 
help those with whom he came in contact is clearly 
apparent as he sought to bear witness to them and 
to point them to the Saviour. It is difficult to tell from 
such a book exactly where Ransley stood theologically. 
However, he was clearly used of God and the help he 
gave was appreciated by many at the time.

Some useful background information to World War 
1, together with copies of some photos, are added to 
assist the reader’s understanding of the times. The 
book is not long and is simple to read. It is a reminder 
of the fragility of human life, of the nearness of eternity 
and of the need to prepare for it, before death comes, 
“and thy want as an armed man.” (Prov. 24:34)
Joel Brooks
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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£

16,500
22,561
35,402
22,050
10,300

106,812

8,414
15,522

5,841
18,791
48,568

9,542
0

7,754
950

20,743
29,807
20,000
30,198

4,293
123,286

21,073
19,636
21,466
14,670
24,266
93,840

194,950

18,535
14,852
26,839
26,920
27,995

115,141

1,000

589,757

32,864
22,692

645,313

129,740
515,574

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
13,241

40
0
0

13,281

380
85,100

105
0

85,585

466
0
0
0

15,000
18

9,344
45
0

24,872

0
0
0

5,225
389

2,588
8,202

6,489
0

780
913
491

8,674

0

140,614

0
0

140,614

5,925
134,689

Total to Nov 2019
£

16,500
25,000
36,421
21,436
10,120

109,476

7,067
15,259
3,706

18,846
44,879

8,971
7,755
9,996

750
24,415
32,475
20,000
19,267
4,260

127,888

19,668
22,931
22,564
13,923
27,157
88,400

194,643

21,288
12,527
26,512
25,262
26,646

112,235

990

590,111

37,144
31,837

659,092

136,320
522,772

Nov 2019
£

1,500
2,101
2,000
1,450

920
7,971

0
0
0
0
0

468
1,000

700
100

1,500
0

962
2,000

0
6,730

1,450
1,450
1,620
1,050
2,000
5,970

13,540

1,500
1,100
1,650
1,500
1,500
7,250

0

35,491

1,025
0

36,516

0
36,516

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
January     February   March
12  St Louis    16  Stornoway   8    Cross, Portree 
26  Atlanta    23  Harris   15  Glasgow–Knightswood
        22  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane
        29  Scalpay Harris

    



“My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms 
shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm 
shall they trust.”

Isaiah 51:5

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

The place of worship of the North Uist & Grimsay congregation at Bayhead


