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Solomon said to his son, “Buy the truth, and sell it 
not” (Prov. 23:23), and God says the same to us. 
There is a tendency to regard truth as relative, or 

something which cannot be known with any certainty, 
yet in the Scriptures, absolute truth is brought within 
our easy reach. At the heart of their message is the 
good news of salvation for sinners through the perfect 
obedience of God’s dear Son.

We ‘buy’ the truth by believing it, and especially by 
believing in Jesus Christ, who is “the way, the truth, 
and the life” (John 14:6). You may think that you have 
the truth because you possess a copy of the Bible, 
or because you go to church and hear sermons. The 
Word of God is in your hands and your ears, but is it in 
your heart? If we are to be saved from our sins there 
must be personal faith in Christ crucified: we must 
receive and rest upon Him alone for righteousness. It 
is nothing but an evasion to say, with Pilate, “What is 
truth?” (John 18:38) Pilate had a conscience, and knew 
better than his question suggested; so do we.

 
Opposition
Biblical truth is under severe attack in our country. The 
attitude of the state towards it is increasingly hostile, 
as you can read in this issue. The Scottish Parliament 
has just passed a law which means that parents are in 
danger of becoming criminals for obeying the Word 
of God in the disciplining of their children. A recent 
employment tribunal ruling in England means that in 
many lines of work people may now be penalised for 
speaking the truth that man is created either male or 
female and that people cannot change their sex. We 
wonder what further attempts there may be to inhibit 
Christian belief and practice in our land?

Things are little better in much of the Church. 
Although she is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 
Tim. 3:15), many denominations pay lip service only 
to her historic creeds and confessions, regarding them 
as something of an embarrassment. We ought to affirm 
the teachings of the Bible gladly and vigorously. In a 
day when His Word is opposed, the Lord looks for those 
who are “valiant for the truth upon the earth” (Jer. 9:3). 
Peter and John were commanded by the Jewish rulers 
to neither speak nor teach in the name of Christ, but 

they answered, “we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20) May the Lord give 
us the same boldness!

Whatever difficulties we come up against, having 
bought the truth we must never ‘sell’ it, or go back upon 
it. That will not do us any good and may turn out to be 
fatal. In a testing time, there are things concerning the 
Scriptures we do well to remind ourselves of, that our 
commitment to them may be strengthened.

Holy
The Scriptures are distinct from all other writings, 
as indicated by the title “the holy scriptures” (Rom. 
1:2). Paul tells Timothy, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). He is saying that 
the Scriptures are divine revelation, but how may we 
be sure of that? The Westminster Confession of Faith 
points to evidences such as “the heavenliness of the 
matter” and “the majesty of the style”. These and other 
marks of divine authorship confront us every time we 
open the Bible. In its pages we find that God is always 
exalted and man abased; we learn truths which could 
only have come down to us from the Lord; we discover 
how proud, helpless sinners are turned into humble, 
faithful saints. God has stamped the Scriptures with 
His personal seal.

Truth is sacred. When the ungodly oppose it they 
are challenging God Himself, and He will defend the 
truth and those who uphold it. Believers face two 
temptations. One is the thought that we could spare 
ourselves a lot of trouble by remaining silent when the 
Word of God is attacked. Yet we note how the Psalmist 
was willing to suffer for the truth’s sake: “I believed, 
therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted” (Ps. 
116:10). Another temptation is the idea that a bare 
faith in Jesus is all that God requires of us. Yet the 
faith which saves is a “faith which worketh by love” 
(Gal. 5:6), and Jesus says, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15): Christians must ‘trust 
and obey’. God will take good care of us when we walk 
in His ways.

Pure
Critics of the Bible insist that it contains errors – but fail 

EDITORIAL
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to provide any proven examples. The Bible is inerrant: 
in everything it asserts, it is free from falsehoods or 
mistakes of any kind. It says about itself: “The words 
of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace 
of earth, purified seven times.” (Ps. 12:6) Spurgeon 
said on this verse: “The Bible has passed through the 
furnace of persecution, literary criticism, philosophic 
doubt, and scientific discovery, and has lost nothing 
but those human interpretations which clung to it as 
alloy to precious ore.” Whatever a person’s cleverness 
or learning, no-one knows enough to criticise the 
Bible: the fact is that it is wholly trustworthy.

The Scriptures predict a hostility to the truth in the 
last days, and we are witnesses to it. Paul prophesied 
the rise of the Man of Sin, “Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped” (2 Thess. 2:3,4); we see this fulfilled in 
the Papacy, with its “doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1-
3). Paul also foretold “perilous times” in society, with 
widespread moral lawlessness and formal religion (2 
Tim. 3:1-5); we are becoming very familiar with this. 
Peter spoke of those who would scoff at the Bible’s 
teaching concerning the end of the universe, being 
ignorant of its beginning (2 Pet. 3:3-7); this is evident 
in the opinions of unbelieving scientists and other 
sceptics. Yet these and other attacks on the Bible only 
serve to confirm that it is the Word of God.

Christ’s attitude toward the Scriptures was so 
different! He had every confidence in them. In the 
prayer He offered to His Father the night before His 
crucifixion, Jesus said, “thy word is truth” (John 17:17). 
When He was tempted by the devil in the wilderness, 
the only defence He used was to quote from the Word of 
God (Luke 4:4,8,12). It was enough. Christ employed the 
same method to rebuke His enemies among the Jews 
(Matt. 21:13; Mark 7:6; Luke 6:3,4; John 8:17). Paul tells 
us that in our own warfare against spiritual darkness 
and wickedness we are also to take “the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17).

Timeless
We tend to forget that the truth is timeless, indeed 
eternal (1 Pet. 1:25). The Puritan Thomas Manton said, 
“God’s word is more stable than heaven and earth.” He 
had in mind the words of Christ in His sermon on the 
mount: “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
(Matt. 5:18) The text of Scripture is utterly secure, for 
God watches over His Word, even to the least letter and 
part of a letter, with special care. He will do so until 
Christ returns.

The same holds good for the principles taught 
in the Scriptures. David Dickson was the author of 
the first published commentary on the Westminster 
Confession (adopted by the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland in 1647). The commentary 
appeared after Dickson’s death under the title ‘Truth’s 
Victory over Error’. Dickson lived to see the Restoration 
of the Stuart kings in 1660, which led to the removal of 
the legislation authorising the Westminster Standards 
in the Scottish Church, establishing purity of worship 
and Presbyterian government. He was asked what was 
come of all the blood and prayers of many years, when 
all was now overturned? He replied: “There is the 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms; these are more 
worth than all the blood or prayers that have been!” He 
believed that the truths of Scripture, and the Church 
that is founded upon them, will always stand.

Precious
Truth is a most precious thing. If the Word of God 
has been blessed to our souls then we say with 
David: “The law of thy mouth is better unto me than 
thousands of gold and silver.” (Ps. 119:72) Whatever 
their earthly portion, believers are rich in Christ, who 
as the Mediator is “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14) 
for His people. The truth is used by the Spirit of Christ 
to enlighten, strengthen and keep us unto life eternal, 
and we are thankful for both its promises and precepts. 
The Scriptures are a safe guide to heaven.

There is a solemn warning for the enemies of the 
Scriptures however: you will not succeed in your efforts 
to overthrow the truth! Christ says of the man who 
rejects Him, “the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48) The truth may be 
despised in the present, but it is sure to prevail in the end. 
Knowing this, the wise thing surely is to sell all that we 
have and buy for ourselves the Pearl of great price.

November 20194
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“O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy 
glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.” 
(Psalm 63:1,2)

To believe in Jesus Christ is to have the Lord as 
our portion, so that we say with David, “Thou 
art my God”. When this is in the soul, the soul 

desires to enjoy more of what is given – ‘the whole 
Christ’, as Robert Bruce used to emphasise. The soul 
desires the Lord above anyone else. Some professing 
Christians do not have this priority in their souls, 
because the less important matters are not relegated 
by faith into their proper (lesser) place. If a person can 
find that the world satisfies all his longings, he will 
give Christ little attention, and little time in his life. 
Such think that God is happy to receive the minimum 
from us in gratitude – a strange thought! How unlike 
the Samaritan woman who left her waterpot behind 
because she had found Christ the Fountain, the living 
God. The loving-kindness (grace) she found with Christ 
was better than the life she had before without Christ.

The Glory of Christ
In David’s case, this desire for the Lord was deepened 
by his sorrow and also by the barren, hostile land 
where he dwelled. It is good to compare the world 
with Christ and see how empty it is, with all its hollow 
promises of happiness without Christ. We go to God’s 
sanctuary because there pre-eminently we see Christ’s 
power and glory. The Word describes it, the Spirit 
applies it, and the soul desires with Moses, “shew me 
thy glory” (Exod. 33:18). There is a longing here for 
what is promised in Heaven, the highest manifestation 
of the glory of Christ. It would be strange not to be 
thinking of it here, but multitudes of churchgoers seem 
to manage it.

David is seeking God for what He is in Himself – not 
the gifts but the Giver. Many seek God only for what 
they can get out of Him, and not for what they see in 
Him (compare the church in the Song of Solomon). 
The soul has been given a capacity which only Christ 

can fill. Else, as Augustine said, “our heart is restless, 
until it repose in Thee.” To have Christ is to possess “all 
things” in Him, freely given to us by God with Him (2 
Cor. 6:10; Rom. 8:32).

Heavenly Focus
Can we say, “early will I seek thee”? Are our first 
thoughts in the morning about God? If they are not, 
then we need to change our focus, transferring it 
from the world to God. It is natural to be attracted to 
what is right before our eyes, and therefore we need 
to shut our eyes and pray, so that we can see beyond 
“the things which are seen” (2 Cor. 4:18; cf. Heb. 11:1) 
and exercise faith. Moses looked away (Heb. 11:26); 
the eyes of the body saw Egypt and the wilderness, the 
eyes of the soul saw ‘Emmanuel’s land’. What do your 
eyes see? You will always follow your look; it is how a 
person ‘walks’. Moreover, the believer will use all the 
appointed means of grace necessary to get a closer 
look upon Christ.

Holy Desires
Spurgeon said on these verses: “Holy desires are 
among the most powerful influences that stir our inner 
nature....Thirst is an insatiable longing after that which 
is one of the most essential supports of life....Thirst will 
be heard”. This desire is produced by the Holy Spirit 
in the soul; it comes from God, leads to Him and only 
He can satisfy the longing soul. Our pilgrim journey 
through this “dry parch’d land” sharpens our desire 
for the Lord (Ps. 107:5,6). Like Moses and those with 
him, we have glimpses here of Christ’s power and glory 
on the journey, and faith seeks clearer views. Moses 
was with God, in communion with Him and praying, 
walking with Him and looking intently towards Him. 
“I will be to them as a little sanctuary” (Ezek. 11:16), 
says God to those who follow Him. Do we thirst for God 
like David?

“Like as the hart for water-brooks
 in thirst doth pant and bray;
So pants my longing soul, O God,
 that come to thee I may.” 
   (Ps. 42:1, metrical)

DEVOTIONAL

THIRSTING FOR GOD
REV. JAMES CLARK
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In his Homilies on Leviticus, the Church father Origen 
(c.184-c.253) wrote: “Do you want me to show you 
how the fire goes out from the words of the Holy 

Spirit and ignites the hearts of believers? Hear David 
speaking in the psalm: ‘The declaration of the Lord has 
set him on fire’.” [Ps. 39:3]

Our Directory for the Public Worship of God states: 
“because singing of psalms is of all other the most proper 
ordinance for expressing of joy and thanksgiving”, 
that they are to be sung for that purpose. Athanasius 
(c.296-373), another Church father, is reported to have 
said that the book of Psalms has a unique place in the 
Bible because, while most of Scripture speaks to us, 
the Psalms speak for us.

How do the Psalms speak for us? Consider the 
following:

1. The Psalms are the Word of God
Are the Psalms the word of God? According to the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, they certainly are. Speaking to the 
Jews, Christ made the pertinent point that “the word of 
God came” to their rulers of old, which word was “the 
scripture”, and which “cannot be broken” (John 10:35). 
The previous verse indicates that when Christ said this 
He was referring to Psalm 82:6.

A similar phrase (“the word of the Lord came”) is 
found at the beginning of many of the prophetic books 
of the Old Testament, such as Jeremiah, Hosea, Joel, 
Micah and Zephaniah. It is also used in regard to David 
(1 Chron. 22:8) and Solomon (1 Kings 6:11). As used 
by the Lord Jesus in John 10:35, it is unmistakably clear 
that the Psalms are part of the Word of God. They are 
‘Scripture’ – God’s holy writing – in its highest sense of 
inspired, infallible and inerrant, and thus authoritative 
for us.

2. The Psalms are the Word of Christ
It is striking that He who was the Author of the 
Psalms, who sang His own words in the synagogue in 
Nazareth, is also the centre of the Psalms. Augustine 

(354-430), who was the greatest of the Church fathers, 
pointed out that the Psalms are three-dimensional in 
their content: they relate to Christ, the Church and 
the Christian.

The Epistle to the Hebrews abounds with 
quotations from the Psalms – to the extent that for 
much of its length it is essentially an exposition of 
them. In chapters 1 & 2, Paul shows us the superiority 
of Christ over angels, and the Psalms are his chief 
source of proof regarding the excellence and glory of 
Christ. In Chapter 1 Paul quotes and applies to Jesus 
Christ words from five different psalms, as follows:

1:5 – “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee” (2:7)

1:6 – “And let all the angels of God worship him” 
(97:7)

1:8-9 – “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” 
(45:6,7)

1:10-12 – “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works 
of thine hands: they shall perish; but thou remainest; 
and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; and as 
a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be 
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not 
fail.” (102:25-27)

1:13 – “Sit on my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool” (110:1)

In Chapter 2 quotations from three further psalms are 
applied to Christ:

2:6-8 – “What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
or the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest 
him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst 
him with glory and honour, and didst set him over 
the works of thy hands: thou hast put all things in 
subjection under his feet.” (8:4-6)

DOCTRINE

FIRE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

November 20196



Free Church Witness 7

fact that singing Psalms is the means by which we are 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Who then can say that psalm-
singing is either dull or dreary? 

All that has been stated above cannot be said of 
any human songs – no matter how majestic in their 
composition, eloquent in their poetic structure and 
emotionally moving in their lyrics; they remain human 
creations. To insist that Christians must sing to God 
the expressions of fellow human beings is the height 
of arrogance. It is in fact an act of tyranny over the 
conscience which is informed by the Scriptures. 

In the preface to his Commentary on the Psalms, 
John Calvin wrote:

“Besides there is also here prescribed to us an infallible 
rule for directing us with respect to the right manner of 
offering to God the sacrifice of praise, which he declares 
to be most precious in his sight, and of the sweetest odour. 
There is no other book in which there is to be found more 
express and magnificent commendations, both of the 
unparalleled liberality of God towards his Church, and 
of all his works; there is no other book in which there 
is recorded so many deliverances nor one in which the 
evidences and experiences of the fatherly providence and 
solicitude which God exercises towards us are celebrated 
with such splendour of diction, and yet with the strictest 
adherence to truth; in short, there is no other book in 
which we are more perfectly taught the right manner of 
praising God, or in which we are more powerfully stirred 
up to the performance of this religious exercise.”

Elsewhere Calvin rightly said, “he who wants to 
make progress in the school of God needs the Psalms.” 
Such is the Christian’s pilgrimage (or, as it has been 
termed by others, our ‘sanctification journey’), that 
the Psalms have a fundamental role in educating God’s 
people. Piety is deepened as we grow in our knowledge 
of God through our various experiences. Thus Calvin 
could also write in his preface to his Commentary on 
the Psalms: “the Holy Spirit has here drawn to the 
life all the griefs, sorrows, fears, doubts, hopes, cares, 
perplexities, in short, all the distracting emotions with 
which the minds of men are wont to be agitated.”

2:12 – “I will declare thy name unto my brethren, 
in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.” 
(22:22)

2:13 – “I will put my trust in him.” (18:2)

More quotations from the Psalms are found in later 
chapters.

A common (and feeble) criticism of the practice 
of exclusive Psalmody in the worship of God is that 
it results in us never singing the name of Jesus. This 
misguided idea is based upon the assumption that we 
are bound to sing the literal name, which is nowhere 
stated or commanded in Scripture. The New Testament 
explicitly states that the reason why every knee should 
bow to Jesus Christ is that He is Lord (Phil. 2:11): that 
is the name which occurs throughout the Psalms. 

The Psalms are a distinctly Christian hymnbook! 
After all, why is it that traditionally the New Testament 
has been bound together with the Psalms? From the 
very first, Christians sang the Psalms, as Paul clearly 
indicates (1 Cor 14:26). The New Testament Church 
received the whole of the Old Testament and in so doing 
continued the Old Testament practice of Psalmody, 
the Psalms being the Word of Christ and teaching us 
so much about Christ, as demonstrated in the New 
Testament’s use of the Psalms. 

3. The Psalms are the Word of the Holy Spirit
The Lord Jesus stated that the Holy Spirit spoke by 
the mouth of David (Mark 12:36), and Peter stated the 
same thing in Acts 1:16.

What we have here within the pages of the New 
Testament is the dogmatic assertion that the Psalms 
are the very voice of the Holy Spirit. In addition, 
Paul teaches us that by means of singing the Psalms 
believers are filled with the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 
5:18 we are exhorted, “be filled with the Spirit” – but 
how? The answer is, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord” (v.19).

It is sneeringly suggested that to confine Paul’s 
words here to the Psalter makes him say “psalms, 
more psalms and yet more psalms”. This is to miss the 
material point, which is that Paul is using the three 
different terms – psalm, hymn and song – to describe 
the Psalter in its entirety. Many psalms have one of 
these titles, some of them two, and one of them (Psalm 
76) has all three, as seen in the Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament.

There is no more lively experience for us in worship 
than singing. More important than that however, is the 

“To insist that Christians 
must sing to God the 
expressions of fellow 
human beings is the 
height of arrogance.”

DOCTRINE / FIRE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT
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“A certain Jew named Aquila...with his wife Priscilla” 
(Acts 18:2)

Paul found this Christian couple at Corinth. It 
was a great find! Paul saw their value as those 
who could support the Gospel and those who 

would spread it. They are mentioned many times: in 
Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians and 2 Timothy. The name 
Aquila means an ‘eagle’. It is a Roman name; like Paul, 
Aquila was a Roman citizen and this helped him as he 
travelled about. We must remember that it was God’s 
providence that Alexander the Great conquered the 
Middle East to spread the Greek language universally, 
and that the Roman Empire was then established, 
which produced an excellent road network. Both these 
empires were thus used to prepare the world for the 
spread of the Gospel, which was written in Greek. 
Priscilla means ‘little Prisca’, probably because of her 
childlike faith; it was possibly also a term of affection.

Their names are always joined together in Scripture. 
Aquila and Priscilla were united in the Christian faith. 
They were married ‘in the Lord’ and it is a blessing 
when one spouse helps (and does not hinder) the 
other in the Christian life (Ecc. 4:9,10). They were one 
in creed and devotion, in love and zeal, in studying 
the Word, in hospitality, in their testimony for Christ. 
In this couple we see what every Christian marriage 
ought to be, and can be: “heirs together of the grace 
of life” (1 Pet. 3:7). Priscilla is usually named first, 
probably because she was ‘in Christ’ before Aquila 
(as Rom. 16:7). It is also possible that she had more 
spiritual ability than her husband – something which 
is still common today. “A woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised.” (Prov. 31:30)

They were of the same occupation as Paul (v.3). 
Aquila and Priscilla were “tentmakers”. This shows 
us that spreading the Gospel is quite consistent with 
having a profession or trade. The Rabbis were very 
strict about this, and Paul was taught a trade. The Lord 
Jesus Himself was a carpenter (Mark 6:3). All honest 
work is honourable, and ‘common work may be done 

in an uncommon spirit’. Daily work contributes to 
character building. As the nineteenth century Scottish 
evangelist Henry Drummond said: “Men make work; 
but work makes men.” Priscilla and Aquila worked 
together; they were equal in the work, and indeed it 
was because of their work that they came into contact 
with Paul. How many have come into contact with the 
Gospel at their place of work! Being at work can be an 
opportunity for spreading the Gospel, not aggressively 
but honourably, manifesting the fragrance of Christ in 
our daily walk.

They were pilgrims. Aquila and Priscilla lived in 
various places for the sake of the Gospel. The church 
needs families to come together in needy parts of 
the world, to support the Gospel planted there. This 
requires a degree of self-sacrifice. This Christian 
couple had that spirit; “who have for my life laid down 
their own necks”, said Paul of them (Rom. 16:3,4). In 
times of stress and danger they were there for Paul; 
they did not hide themselves away. They were not 
“minimum Christians”, as Spurgeon referred to some. 
They were active and they were prepared to risk their 
lives in serving Christ. They were faithful followers of 
Him who laid down His life for us.

They were fellow-workers with Paul (Rom. 16:3). 
Aquila and Priscilla doubtless used whatever wealth 
they had to support the Gospel. They attended the 
services where Paul preached and encouraged him; 
lack of attendance at such means of grace is always a 
discouragement, but also a disappointment to others. 
Because they were well taught themselves, they were 
able to teach others, such as Apollos, whose ministry 
was defective in knowledge (Acts 18:26). There are 
few things worse than an ignorant ministry, but how 
common it is now. This couple also opened their home 
to others: prayer meetings and fellowship (in that 
order!) took place there (Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19). The 
church met in their house, and it may not be long until 
this practice of the first century church returns. This 
couple were held in high esteem (Rom. 16:4). May we 
follow their godly example.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

A CHRISTIAN HUSBAND AND WIFE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Taken from the June 1876 issue of ‘The Sword and the 
Trowel’ magazine. Many congregations suffer nowadays 
because it is only a small group of devoted Christians 
within them who accept their responsibilities as 
members. Others are ‘hangers-on’ who take the benefits 
but give nothing in return: how unlike the Macedonians, 
who first “gave their own selves to the Lord” [2 Cor. 
8:5]! Spurgeon made some poignant observations about 
these people.)

The minimum Christian! And who is he or she? The 
Christian who is going to heaven at the cheapest 
rate possible. The Christian who intends to get 

all of the world he can, and not meet the worldling’s 
doom. The Christian who aims to have as little religion 
as he may without lacking it altogether.

Worship
The minimum Christian goes to worship in the 
morning; and in the evening also, unless it rains, or 
is too warm, or too cold, or he is sleepy, or has the 
headache from eating too much at dinner. He listens 
most respectfully to the preacher, and joins in prayer 
and praise. He applies the truth very judiciously, 
sometimes to himself, oftener to his neighbours.

Works
The minimum Christian is very friendly to all good 
works. He wishes them well, but it is not in his power 
to do much for them. The Sunday-school he looks 
upon as an admirable institution, especially for the 
neglected and ignorant. It is not convenient, however, 
for him to take a class: his business engagements are 
so pressing during the week that he needs the Sabbath 
as a day of rest; nor does he think himself qualified 
to act as a teacher. There are so many persons better 
prepared for this important duty, that he must beg to 
be excused. He is very friendly to home and foreign 
missions, and colportage, and gives his mite, but he 
is quite unable to aid in the management, for his own 
concerns are so excessively important. He thinks there 

are “too many appeals”; but he gives, if not enough to 
save his reputation, pretty near it; at all events he aims 
at it, and never overshoots the mark.

World
The minimum Christian is not clear on a number of 
points. The opera and dancing, the theatre and card-
playing, and large fashionable parties give him much 
trouble. He cannot see the harm in this, or that, or 
the other popular amusement. There is nothing in 
the Bible against it. He does not see but what a man 
may be a Christian and dance or go to the opera. He 
knows several excellent persons who do so; at least, so 
he says. Why should not he? He stands so close to the 
dividing line between the people of God and the people 
of the world, that it is hard to say on which side of it he 
is actually to be found.

Losing our Soul
Ah, my brother, are you making this attempt? Beware, 
lest you find at last that in trying to get to heaven with 
a little religion, you miss it altogether; lest without 
gaining the whole world, you lose your own soul. True 
godliness demands self-denial and cross-bearing, 
and if you have none of these you are making a false 
profession.

“No man can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.” (Matthew 16:24,25)

“So then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 
(Revelation 3:16)

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE MINIMUM CHRISTIAN
C.H. SPURGEON
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Every generation sees itself as more advanced 
than the previous one, while the older generation 
regards the rising one as appalling! Clothing is a 

point of contention: the ‘old’ think that the ‘new’ don’t 
know how to dress, and the ‘new’ think that the ‘old’ 
want to imprison them in outdated styles. The young 
often see a more daring approach to clothing as a 
public sign of their coming of age.

Not a New Issue
This is not a new issue. The ‘Homilies’ were sermons 
written by Thomas Cranmer and John Jewel to instruct 
congregations of the Church of England in theology 
and practice. In the collection published in 1562 there 
is a homily ‘Against excess of Apparel’, warning against 
such things as ignoring God’s rules regarding dress and 
appearance, a discontent which leads to following the 
latest fashions, a dislike for styles which do not reflect 
modernity, and an insistence upon a full wardrobe for 
every occasion. This is surprisingly contemporary! 
Also, in 1629 the English historian Edmund Bolton 
commented that youth had “drunke and sacrificed too 
deeply to their new godesse, Saint Fashion”.

Not an Issue for one Sex only
Neither is this a single sex issue, nor to do with beauty 
only. Sarah, Rachel, Rebekah, Abigail and others were 
known for their exceptional beauty, which is described 
in terms of their form and appearance, but dress 
matters for everyone, male as well as female. Men 
too may be guilty of ‘excess’ in their clothing. Christ 
said to the apostles: “he that hath no sword, let him 
sell his garment, and buy one.” (Luke 22:36) A sword 
was more important for them than whether they wore 
the best clothing; for us, looking after our lives, in the 
fullest sense of those words, is far more important 
than fashion.

An area that men need to take care in is how they 
come to public worship. The Anglican minister and 
author John Edwards (1637-1716) wrote of how “An 
utter neglect of Apparel is certainly very culpable”, 
and of how “intolerably ridiculous” it is for men in 
the name of religion “to go in rags and tatters, to 
be patch’d and clouted, and to wear old and torn 
garments”. Revelation 19:8 states that the church in 
glory is “arrayed in fine linen, clean and white”; the 
very least that men can do therefore is to dress tidily 
and properly when engaging in the worship of the 
heavenly Bridegroom.

An Issue which the Bible addresses
What do the Scriptures say regarding dress? There are 
two great principles:

1. Modesty. For women, modesty is defined as 
covering the body from neck to knee. In Isaiah 47:2,3, 
making bare the leg and uncovering the thigh is akin to 
nakedness; the exposure of the upper part of the torso 
amounts to the same. Modesty does not have to mean 
drabness. The Lord said that wearing “soft clothing” and 
being “gorgeously apparelled” is quite suitable for those 
who live in palaces (Matt. 11:8; Luke 7:25), thereby 
teaching us that fine clothing is not unlawful in itself.

2. Identity. Deuteronomy 22:5 reads: “The woman 
shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, 
neither shall a man put on a woman’s garment: for all 
that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God.” 
There is one sort of clothing appropriate for males, 
and another for females: the two should not be mixed. 
In particular, men should ensure that their clothing 
does not suggest that they are effeminate (1 Cor. 6:9). 

The Saviour told the disciples, “take no thought, 
saying...Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” (Matt. 6:31) 
We are to be different from the ungodly by not being 
‘anxious’ or worrying about this: our heavenly Father 
provides for us. The clothes that the Israelites wore 
throughout their wilderness journey were enough for 
them, without recourse to fashion designers!

Avoiding Idolatry
What is really at stake here is obedience to the first 
commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.” (Exod. 20:3) Two things should be said:

1. Idolatry is spiritual adultery. Many fashion designers 
openly state that the whole point of their designs is 
sexuality: the god they bow to is the idol of the human 
body. Our affections are involved here. When our affections 
are not set upon God but upon the world, then in the case 
of young women the hemline rises and the neckline falls, 
as though this evidenced femininity, and with young men 
there is an effort to put on tighter garments, thinking that 
this is somehow an indication of masculinity.

2. Idolatry is delusional. In the end, an obsession with 
fashion comes down to this: “a deceived heart” (Isa. 
44:20). Modern clothing has a lot to do with deception – 
trying to look thinner or curvier than one really is.

Flee from such things! Give attention instead to what 
the Bible calls “the inner man”, and “the hidden man 
of the heart” (Eph. 3:16; 1 Pet. 3:4). And remember: 
inwardly should show outwardly!

YOUTH FOCUS

ADDRESSING DRESS
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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Kilmuir & Stenscholl Induction 
(Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod)

The Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl worship 
in their church building in the village of Staffin 
and it is by that name that the congregation 

is best known. In the Spring of this year it was with 
heavy hearts that they bade farewell to Rev. Raymond 
Kemp when he accepted a Call that took him across 
the stretch of water known as the Minch to minister 
in the Isle of Scalpay. In the Lord’s providence the 
vacancy was to be of short duration and on Friday 27th 
September a congregation of 150 gathered to witness 
the ordination and induction of Rev. Tom Budgen. 

The service was conducted by Rev. Calum 
Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish, who preached from 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6. The sermon highlighted the 
sovereign work of God in effectually calling men to 
Himself and then calling them into the work of the 
ministry. We were also reminded of the strength which 
the Lord gives to those whom He calls to this great 
work. As a result of this upholding Paul was able to say 
that he was “troubled on every side, yet not distressed”, 
and, “perplexed, but not in despair” (v.8).

There then followed the usual preliminaries, after 
which Mr Budgen answered the appointed questions 
and signed the Formula. The new minister was 
addressed by Rev. A. James MacInnes, Lochalsh & 
Strath, and the congregation by the retiring interim-
moderator, Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort.

After worship was concluded the congregation 
made their way to the adjoining community hall where 
a wonderful spread awaited us. Greetings from absent 
friends were conveyed to the company, amongst them a 
touching message from Rev. Richard Ross, Portree, who 
we are glad to note is recovering from serious illness. 
Presentations were then made to the new minister and 
his family, and to the interim moderator. Mr Budgen 
called on two friends to address the company. Rev. 
Harry Woods and Rev. Murdo MacIver spoke warmly 
of their association with Mr Budgen and his family. A 
happy evening concluded with worship conducted by 
the new minister.

The north end of Skye has known times of Gospel 
blessing in the past and as a new ministry begins 
there we pray that the Lord, who alone commands the 
blessing, would visit in Gospel power.

Psalmody Committee (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

On reviewing their resources, the Special 
Committee on Psalmody have decided to offer 
their surplus publications to congregations 

and those within our denomination free of charge. 

CHURCH NEWS
Included in this offer are the A4 publications ‘Learning 
to Sing the Psalms Sol-fa’ and ‘Where do the Tunes 
Come From?’

The offer does not extend to the Sol-fa or Staff 
psalmodies sold by the Committee. If postage is required 
this will be charged at cost. In the first instance please 
make contact with the Clerk to the Committee, Rev. 
Andrew R. Allan, at: psalmody@fccontinuing.org

Looming Nationalist Jihad in Indonesia’s Papuan 
Provinces (Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer 
Bulletin)

Several Java-based Islamic organisations – 
including the Islam Jihad Front and Islamic 
Defenders Front – are openly recruiting fighters 

for a jihad in Indonesia’s Papuan provinces. Several 
other groups – including Laskar Jihad and the Islamic-
State affiliate Jamaah Ansharut Daulah – already have 
bases in the region. On 26 September the Indonesian 
parliament passed a controversial law that gives the 
military permission to mobilise civilian forces for 
national defence. Consequently, instead of functioning 
as proxies of the Indonesian military, Islamic jihadi 
and merah putih (red and white, ultra-nationalist) 
militias will now be able to fight openly and legally 
in co-operation with the Indonesian military to 
defend the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia 
from ‘separatists’, by which they mean the ethnic 
Melanesian and mostly Christian indigenous Papuans. 
Please pray.

Quote

“Consider that to die is but to be once done, 
and if we err in that one action, we are 
undone everlastingly: therefore have thine 

end ever in thine eye. Let all our abilities, businesses, 
and whole being in this life; let all our thoughts, words, 
actions, refer to this one thing, which, as it shall be well 
or ill ended, is attended either with endless plagues or 
pleasures, with eternity of flames or felicity.”
Robert Bolton
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Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
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The parish of Tarbat, which as the crow flies is 
fifteen miles from Burghead in Moray and ten 
miles from Golspie in Sutherland, projects far out 

into the Moray Firth and the Free Church (Continuing) 
congregation is able to trace its history back to the sixth 
Century Celtic Church community which existed in 
Portmahomack, the largest village in the parish.

Recent History
The village of Inver suffered badly in the 1832 cholera 
epidemic when more than half the population died 
in a single week; many of its current population are 
descended from Sutherland people who arrived during 
the Highland Clearances. During the Second World War, 
Inver and much of the landward area was evacuated 
with the original purpose of practising for the D-Day 
landings. The hamlet of Rockfield still has a number 
of the descendants of Breton fishermen who settled 
there centuries ago. The rural hinterland, including 
the community of Geanies, contains extraordinarily 
productive farmland. For the past fifty years many of the 
population of the parish have worked in the oil industry. 
Portmahomack has long been a popular destination 
with holidaymakers, some of whom attend the church 
services – an encouragement to the congregation.

The area enjoyed great spiritual blessing during the 
early nineteenth Century. At the Disruption land was 
made available in the immediate vicinity of the old 
church for a Free Church building and for the present 
manse. The present very distinctive church was 
constructed by builders from within the congregation 
to a design by Andrew Maitland and Sons.

Minister and Congregation
A long vacancy from 1900 to 1918 ended with the 
induction of Rev. George Muirden. The ministry of Rev. 
Farquhar Matheson from 1929-36 was followed in 
1937 by a resumption of what has been characteristic 
of Tarbat since the Revolution Settlement – the long 
ministry of Rev. Murdo Macleod from 1937 to 1977 
and in 1978 the induction of the present minister, Rev. 
John MacLeod, a native of the area.

The congregation are very conscious of their 
duty to bring the message of the Gospel to the whole 
community. Every home in the parish is visited at the 
start of each year with the gift of a calendar produced 
within the congregation. Invitations (by personal 
contact and local social media) to the congregation’s 
annual picnic are also used to make fresh contacts 
with the wider community. In a tight-knit community 
funerals also provide opportunities to speak in a 
meaningful way about the things of eternal importance, 
as do school assemblies.

Services
Services take place in Portmahomack every Lord’s Day 
at 12.00noon. The 6.30pm service alternates between 
Portmahomack and Inver and is preceded by a 
Psalmody Class at 5.45pm. A Sabbath School and Bible 
Class meet in the manse at 11.00am. A prayer meeting 
is held in the manse every Wednesday at 7.30pm.

Prayer
Pray for the ongoing witness of the Tarbat congregation, 
both within the bounds of the parish and in the areas 
further afield from which some of the congregation 
travel – Hilton, Fearn and Tain.

AROUND THE CHURCH

TARBAT
REV. JOHN MACLEOD

The congregation do their own maintenance

Rev. John & Mrs Joy MacLeod
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MISSIONS

THE EVANGELISATION OF THE JEWS
THOMAS CHALMERS

(Chalmers [1780-1847] was Moderator of the first 
General Assembly of the Free Church following the 
Disruption of 1843, and had a zeal for church extension 
and missions. This piece is taken from his ‘Lectures on the 
Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans’, first published 
in 1837, and his treatment of Romans 11:23-32.)

The general injunction to missionary work is 
comprehensive of Jews as well as Gentiles – 
“Go...preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 

16:15). But the duty of labouring for the conversion 
of God’s ancient people is furthermore laid on a 
distinct and special ground of its own. All that is said 
of them in Scripture serves to enhance the obligation 
of attempting, in every possible way, to find access 
among them for the doctrines and dispensation of the 
New Testament.

Blessing for the World
This is an employment whereof we are told that the 
good of it will come back with double interest upon 
ourselves. Or rather, and without putting it into this 
selfish form, we learn from the Bible that the Christianity 
of the Jews will be followed up by a mighty enlargement 
in the character and state of Christianity throughout 
the world – so that in labouring for this, we become 
in a peculiar manner the fellow-workers of God, and 
instruments in His hand, for prosecuting and carrying 
forward to its fulfilment one of the highest objects of 
His administration. It were the most germinant [fertile] 
of all our missionary enterprises – or the one most 
prolific of a rich moral blessing to the great family of 
mankind. The full return of the Jews will be the riches, 
we are told, of all other nations (ver. 12); and by entering 
therefore on this peculiar walk, we may well be said to 
enter on the highest department of missionary labour, 
and in which we most harmonise both with the designs 
of Providence and the schemes of prophecy.

Apostolic Procedure
The procedure of the first apostles in this respect might 
serve perhaps as a model for the apostolical work of our 
present day. They carried forth the gospel to all nations – 
yet beginning at Jerusalem. And into whatever city they 
entered, it was their general practice first to seek out the 
Jews – entering into their synagogues, and reasoning 
first with them out of their Scriptures (Acts 13:14; 14:1; 
17:1,2; 18:4,5). And when Paul arrived a prisoner at 

Rome, the first thing he did was to send for the Jews. 
They seem still to have acted in the spirit of that charge 
which our Saviour while on earth gave to His disciples, 
when He bade them go first to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Nay the apostles expressly alleged a necessity 
for this order – even that the word of God should first 
be spoken to the Jews before they turned to the Gentiles 
(Acts 13:46; 18:6). At that time the unbelief of the Jews 
was a stepping-stone to the faith of the Gentiles; and 
by their being first preached to, this unbelief came into 
open manifestation – which both served as an intimation 
for the apostles to desist, and seems not to have been 
without its influence on the new hearers to whom they 
then turned themselves (Acts 13:48).

An Inviting Path
But this period of Jewish unbelief is now drawing to 
a close; and by a sort of reverse law, it is the faith of 
that people which will now be the stepping-stone to 
a great and general expansion of Christianity among 
men. Surely then when the conversion of the Jews is so 
much more hopeful, the duty of preaching to them is 
not less imperative and at least greatly more attractive 
than before – and especially now that the ulterior good 
is arrived at by a medium so much more bright and 
beautiful, than that through which the first teachers of 
Christianity had to find their way ere they came into 
contact with the Gentiles. Theirs was a rugged path, from 
the rejection of the gospel by their own countrymen, 
to the proclamation of it over a world where it was yet 
unknown – and ours, on the other hand, we should feel 
an inviting path, from the reception of this same gospel 
by the children of Israel, to the spread and the revival 
of it among all nations. It is such a receiving as will be 
life from the dead (v.15). Under all the views of it, the 
evangelisation of the Jews should rank as a first and 
foremost object of Christian policy.

Through our Mercy
And here it occurs to us, that the exceeding rarity 
as yet of Jewish conversion, so far from a reason 
for despairing of future success, should, if taken in 
connection with the whole history of the case, lead 
rather to an opposite conclusion. It is through our 
mercy that they at length are to obtain mercy – or 
through the medium of Gentile Christianity, that the 
light of the gospel is to find entry into the hearts and 
understandings of this ancient people of God.
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SMACKING BANNED IN SCOTLAND

Parents facing difficult situation

Scotland has become the first part of the UK to 
criminalise parents who discipline their children 
with a smack. On 3rd October the Scottish 

Parliament voted overwhelmingly in favour of a bill to 
ban smacking introduced by the Green MSP John Finnie 
and supported by the governing Scottish National Party. 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats also backed the bill, 
leaving only the Conservatives opposed to it. Opinion 
polls have shown that most parents in Scotland are 
against an outright ban on physical punishment.

The legislation, which is expected to come into 
force within a year, removes the defence of “justifiable 
assault” from Scots law, bringing it into conflict 
with God’s law, which equips parents with the “rod 
of correction” to assist them in the training of their 
offspring (Prov. 22:15). Earlier this year the sociologist 
Dr Stuart Waiton questioned whether smacking was 
especially harmful to children, compared to other forms 
of discipline. He said that by criminalising smacking 
“we degrade millions of loving parents” and “encourage 
an environment of insecurity and suspicion”. 

Once again the state has effectively assumed 
control of children, over the heads of their fathers and 
mothers. It is a power grab of enormous dimensions 
which could see conscientious parents convicted and 
their children placed under a supervision order; such 
parents will thereafter be monitored and instructed. 
Not for the first time, Christians face a choice between 
Scripture and the state. The calling we have from Christ 
is, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” (Mark 12:17) It is 
clear to whom we must render this matter: covenant 
children are the Lord’s heritage, and His Word must 
direct their upbringing (Ps. 127:3; Eph. 6:4).

Is there any encouragement for parents who feel 
threatened by this new diktat from a parliament which 
is increasingly unfriendly to Christian values? We 
should remember the ‘Named Person scheme’, which 
would have seen a ‘state guardian’ appointed for every 
child under eighteen in Scotland. Though it too was 
approved by a huge majority at Holyrood, the Supreme 
Court ruled unanimously that the information-sharing 
proposals of the scheme were in breach of the rights to 
privacy and family life under Article 8 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, and in September the 
Scottish government finally threw in the towel. We 
should pray that in His mercy the Lord will provide a 
way whereby this latest piece of ungodly legislation 
will also be consigned to the history books.

COMPELLED SPEECH

Warning to Christians in the UK

Dr David Mackereth has worked for the NHS for 
almost thirty years. In 2018 he was being trained 
by the Department for Work and Pensions as a 

health and disabilities assessor in Birmingham and the 
subject of transgender identity came up. Dr Mackereth 
claims that he was asked by his manager, “If you have 
a man six feet tall with a beard, who says he wants to 
be addressed as ‘she’ and ‘Mrs’, would you do that?” 
and that he responded by saying that, as a Christian, he 
would not be able to accede to such a request in good 
conscience. He was told that the DWP’s policy is to refer 
to ‘service users’ using whatever pronouns they prefer. 
Some days later he was sent an e-mail asking him “one 
final time” whether he would refer to the customer by 
their chosen sexuality and name and reminded of his 
“right to leave the contract” if he did not wish to do this.

Dr Mackereth subsequently took a case for 
discrimination to an employment tribunal. On 2nd 
October Employment Judge Perry and his panel ruled 
unanimously that Dr Mackereth was not subjected 
to discrimination. Concerning Dr Mackereth’s stated 
religious beliefs they declared: “belief in Genesis 1:27, 
lack of belief in transgenderism and conscientious 
objection to transgenderism in our judgment are 
incompatible with human dignity and conflict with 
the fundamental rights of others, specifically here, 
transgender individuals.”

This is a deeply troubling ruling for every sound 
and sincere Christian in the UK. Effectively it means: 
(1) anyone can be removed from their job if their 
views are considered to be in conflict with “human 
dignity”; (2) ‘trans’ ideology now trumps biology – 
in fact biology has ceased to matter; (3) no room is 
now afforded to Christians in Caesar’s domain if their 
beliefs are incompatible with “human dignity”.

Following the ruling Dr Mackereth said: “No doctor, 
or researcher, or philosopher, can demonstrate or prove 
that a person can change sex.” He rightly pointed out 
that “without intellectual and moral integrity, medicine 
cannot function”. Andrea Williams of the Christian 
Legal Centre warned of the “seismic consequences” for 
anyone in the work place who is prepared to believe 
and say that we are created male and female, adding 
that it was the first time that an English judge had ruled 
that “free citizens must engage in compelled speech”. 
Even if this ruling is overturned, as we hope it will be, 
it is an indicator of a creeping intolerance in Britain, 
sweeping irrationality within state departments and an 
obeisance to ‘trans’ ideology by the legal system.

COMMENT
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Christians throughout the world recently 
celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. The pageantry included a calendar 

full of conferences and the proliferation of new books, 
articles, blog posts, t-shirts and other paraphernalia. The 
occasion generated significant enthusiasm, as Christian 
masses responded with amazement at the spiritual 
achievements of the sixteenth century. But did all this 
attention spark a fresh biblical reformation, one similar to 
the radical changes that engulfed the world five centuries 
ago? After all the fanfare, the lasting impact appears 
negligible. Admiration did not produce imitation.

The testimony of faithful ‘worthies’ from the past 
thrills the soul of the believer. Men marvel at the earnest 
prayers, biblical insight, and gospel productivity of 
previous generations. Hearts warm while fingering 
through the golden pages of a weighty work of divinity 
or a biography depicting eminent piety. However 
satisfying, very few rise from such encounters with 
holy resolve and humble dependence on God to follow 
these believers of old. A great gulf exists between 
admiration and imitation.

Dreaming or Doing?
The believer delights to ponder more hours spent in 
prayer, more devoted service, and deeper draughts from 
the cup of concentrated study – all to be accomplished 
sometime in the future. But unless these ambitions 
impact what we do in the moment at hand, they will 
remain empty dreaming. Bunyan was not born with 
blood that was “bibline”, and M’Cheyne’s prayers did 
not come with the wave of a wand. As long as the flesh 
exerts the greater weight of influence, it will be easier 
to run to our computer than to our closet. Once in the 
closet, it will be less demanding to rush through a 
formal prayer than to actually wrestle in prayer. Racing 
through a daily Scripture portion will come more 
readily than the effort of rolling up our sleeves and 
digging, searching, memorising and meditating. Grand 
thoughts conjured up on pillows of ease contribute to 
the problem. It pleases us to admire. But do we please 
Christ and rise to follow him? We must do so now, or 
we will never do so in that infamous ‘then’.

The Apostle Paul urged his spiritual children: “Be 
ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1 Cor. 
11:1) He insisted on the necessity of imitation, not 
just admiration. Paul’s life exemplified an internal 

warfare characterised by self-control and bodily 
subjection that enabled him to run in pursuit of the 
prize (1 Cor. 9:24-27). He challenged Timothy to study, 
to endure hardship, and to give himself wholly to 
spiritual exercise. In turn, Timothy was to exhort other 
faithful men to do the same (2 Tim. 2:2). This defies 
the idolatry of self-seeking gratification, the choice 
to please ourselves in leisure rather than our Lord 
in labour. Diligence driven by discipline often proves 
painful, but the fear of God motivates true holiness 
(Col. 3:22ff) and daily cross-bearing (Mark 8:34). The 
Christian, under the all-seeing eye of God, cannot be 
content with knowing but not doing.

Communion with Christ
Every genuine Christian asks: How do I obtain this? 
Love is the motivating force that refuses to please 
ourselves in rest rather than our Lord in action. Notice 
how easily excited and motivated a person becomes by 
the small objects that they love. Divine love powerfully 
affects the heart. We derive spiritual energy from 
communion with the living Christ who transforms 
us into his image (2 Cor. 3:18). Unless Christ fills our 
heart, we will be as a sail without wind. He alone is 
“the chiefest among ten thousand” (Song of Sol. 5:10). 
Greater love for Christ produces increased love for 
following him – wherever that path leads and whatever 
daily crosses that includes. Glorying in his cross lies 
behind discovering for oneself the treasures previous 
saints have enjoyed (Gal. 6:14). Walking closely in 
fellowship with the Lord constitutes the means toward 
this end. We will imitate most those we know best. 
Thus the injunction “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:2) 
always undergirds the corollary “Be ye holy; for I am 
holy.” (1 Pet. 1:16)

We cannot tread this road by simply studying the 
map produced by others – but rather by confirming 
the course ourselves in the steps we take each moment 
of the day. Merely celebrating the accomplishments of 
the past will prove inadequate to move us one inch 
toward our final destination. Only those of the next 
generation who actually follow their Forerunner and 
travel his well-beaten path – the highway of holiness 
– can joyously anticipate his commendation and 
welcome: “Well done, good and faithful servant...enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matt. 25:23)

True admiration will produce imitation.

CHURCH HISTORY

THE REFORMATION: 
ADMIRATION WITHOUT IMITATION

REV. ROBERT D. MCCURLEY
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(Blaikie [1820-1899] was a Free Church minister and a 
prolific writer. This piece on the Covenanting minister 
John Welsh [c.1624-1681] is taken from his popular 
work ‘The Preachers of Scotland: From the Sixth to the 
Nineteenth Century’, which was first published in 1888.)

John Welsh of Irongray in Dumfriesshire was one of 
the boldest and most popular of the field-preachers. 
He had a splendid clerical ancestry; he was the son 

    of Josiah Welsh, who had done much noble work 
in times of danger, especially in Ireland; the grandson 
of John Welsh, of Ayr, the man of prayer, who had 
been sentenced to death for his fidelity, confined in 
Blackness Castle, and who had behaved so valiantly at 
the siege of St. Jean d’Angely in France; and the great-
grandson of John Knox. And he was worthy of them all.

Spiritual Success
At Irongray it is said that he had the greatest spiritual 
success of any minister of the country. When he was 
compelled to leave, the distress of his people was 
overwhelming, and it may well be believed that those 
whom he had trained were in no humour to listen to a 
hireling curate. For taking part in the rising at Pentland, 
he was declared a traitor. He was a special object of 
pursuit to the dragoons, for no preacher drew such 
crowds, and there were four hundred pounds upon 
his head. Through the country he went, all the same, 
encompassed, as it were, by the angel of the Lord, 
now in Lanarkshire, now in Fife, now in Perthshire, 
with audiences at times of eight or ten thousand souls. 
Memorable conversions sometimes took place; that of 
Lady Lindsay, afterwards Countess of Crawford, among 
many others. Sometimes it seemed impossible that he 
should escape the soldiers, yet they never were able 
to lay a hand upon him. As a mere record of danger, 
of enterprise, of hairbreadth escapes and providential 
deliverances, his history would be more wonderful 
than any romance. At open-air communions, the 
services often lasted for several days, yet were never 
interrupted. It is a proof how utterly out of sympathy 
with the dragoons the mass of the people were, that no 
one gave them information where the gatherings were 

to be. Usually, they were utterly at sea as to where the 
people were to assemble.

Communions
Welsh was a most spiritual and rousing preacher. The 
one theme of his discourses was the grace and glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. At communions he urged very 
earnestly the greatness of the feast. What made it so 
great? “You have heard of great persons that when they 
made a feast to great men that invited them much, they 
have taken their bonds and obligations after dinner, 
and cast them into the fire, and so have given them 
besides their dinner a free discharge of all their debts. 
Well, this is what our Lord Jesus Christ is doing. He is 
calling you tomorrow to eat His flesh and drink His 
blood, and besides all that He is to cast all your bonds 
into the fire, and give you a free discharge of all your 
debts. He will draw a score through all the accounts 
that stand between Him and you.”

Rebuke
Yet Welsh was very keen in his rebuke of those who, 
by forsaking the covenant, had lifted up the heel 
against Christ. For he regarded that as the reason why 
the shower of blessing was withheld, especially at 
communion times. “It is because of the many affronts 
He hath met with in Scotland, and the little resenting of 
the wrongs that have been done Him. It is because we 
are not touched with the injuries done Him in His office 
of Prophet, Priest, and King; because there are so few 
that are concerned for the breaches made in His house, 
and for the breaking down of the walls thereof, and for 
all other affronts, and for the shedding of His servants’ 
blood. How few are concerned for these things! There 
are few whose spikenard is sending forth a pleasant 
smell. Few of us have any lively exercises; yea, few have 
any distinct knowledge of their necessity.” And then he 
urges that if they would have His presence, they must 
be ready to prove their love to Him, by abandoning all 
their idols, and “preferring Jerusalem above their chief 
joy”.

After a life of extraordinary exposure and labour, 
Welsh died on 9th January 1681.

CHURCH HISTORY

JOHN WELSH OF IRONGRAY
WILLIAM GARDEN BLAIKIE
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Reformed Preaching
Joel R. Beeke, Crossway, hbk, 512pp, £22.00 
from Evangelical Bookshop

This book is a real treat: a rich feast of warm 
encouragement and practical instruction in 
experiential (or experimental) preaching. It is 

evident that Dr Beeke has heard all too many preachers 
content merely with the communication of truth, and 
not concerned to truly apply it to their hearers’ hearts. 
He has a burden to train preachers rather as physicians 
of souls, and to promote the kind of preaching that 
searches the conscience, tests professions of faith 
in the light of truth, and reflects the preacher’s own 
experience of God.

Really, the book should have been called Reformed 
Experiential Preaching, as that is Dr Beeke’s purpose 
– to promote preaching that accurately handles 
Christian experience, not preaching that is merely 
doctrinally sound and exegetically accurate. Given 
the recurrence of the phrase in chapter titles, one 
suspects that the marketers at Crossway insisted 
on a change to a simpler title at a late stage in the 
publication process.

Considered in these terms, there is much to benefit 
here. Dr Beeke’s defence of experiential concerns is 
rich and helpful: “True experiential preaching brings 
a believer into the realm of vital Christian experience, 
drawing him away from himself and promoting a love 
for God and his glory as well as a burning passion to 
declare that glory to others around him.  A believer 
so instructed cannot help but be evangelistic, since 
vital Christian experience and a heart for missions 
are inseparable.” (p.34) Similarly, the practical 
exhortations here will stir any preacher’s heart. 
Reformed experiential preaching “cultivates a life 
of communion with our God and Saviour; builds 
experience upon the foundation of Holy Scripture, 
God’s word; [and] goes beyond contemporary 
superficiality into the deep wisdom of old paths.” 
(p.41)

The surprisingly long historical section that 
forms the centrepiece of the volume (pp.95-348) 
encourages by drawing attention to the many godly 
Puritans, and associated Scottish and Dutch preachers, 
who exemplified this experiential concern in their 
ministries. For a long book, it is an easy and edifying 
read. Finally, a third major section (pp.351-439) offers 
wise counsel for the practice of such ministry today. 

BOOK 
REVIEWS

For example, “Whatever we preach, it must shine with 
the glory of God.” (p.387)

However, I cannot deny a certain disappointment 
that such a substantial volume, from a very fine and 
eminent preacher (and homiletics professor), should 
be so incomplete. This volume is not, and could not 
serve as, a manual of preaching. There are whole areas 
of the subject left untouched. It has nothing to say on 
exegesis, on structure, or on illustration. Yes, other 
books address these subjects, but I would have valued 
Joel Beeke’s instruction in the whole field of homiletics, 
and suspect that he would have much that is helpful to 
contribute. I love to read history, but on this occasion, 
I could have wished that the space had been allocated 
with a tighter focus on preaching itself.

The Puritans profiled here were certainly 
wonderful examples of preachers, but the sketches 
given of their lives 
and works are not 
very analytical. 
Would it not have 
been more helpful 
to have precisely 
identified what 
can be learned 
for the work 
of preaching 
today from each 
example – and 
indeed which of 
their practices 
should now 
be avoided? 
The overall 
message from the 
historical section 
seemed to be 
more ‘Weren’t the Puritans wonderful’, rather than 
the sharper focus, ‘Here is what we can learn from 
these Puritans as preachers’.

All this said, the author’s burden for experiential 
ministry is both evident and compelling, and he offers 
much that is helpful here in this regard. The chapter 
on experiential application (ch.21) is particularly 
challenging and practical, showcasing the range of 
concerns that an experiential preacher should address. 
Taken for what it is, this book is both an excellent 
read and a real summons to preach from the heart, 
to hearts. I would commend it highly to any preacher, 
with the proviso that it could not be your sole textbook 
of homiletics.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod



November 201918 November 201918

BOOK REVIEWS

O Death, Where Is Thy Sting?
John Murray, Westminster Seminary Press, hbk, 
298pp, £42.00, Kindle £7.41

Iread a review by Rev. Geoff Thomas in which he 
spoke of this book as the best book he had read 
in years, or perhaps ever. High praise indeed! The 

hardback volume is very expensive so I bought the 
Kindle edition. I was gripped from the first page.

The book consists of sermons preached by Professor 
John Murray and transcribed from tapes. Along with 
the fifteen sermons are several of his prayers before 
and after preaching. These are very edifying in 
themselves and heart-warming. At the end of the book 
is the charge given by Professor Murray to Dr Edmund 
Clowney on his appointment as Professor of Practical 
Theology. It is full of sound wisdom.

Looking back over my life, one sermon stands out 
from all the rest that 
I have heard. It was 
preached by Professor 
Murray in Stornoway 
Free Church on the text, 
“And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the 
glory which I had with 
thee before the world 
was.” (John 17:5) The 
preacher disappeared 
and all I could see was 
the glory of Christ.

These sermons 
are a model in careful 
exegesis, sound 
theology, godly reverence, heart-warming devotion 
and faithful application. It was a blessing to my soul to 
read them and I commend them to you.
Rev. William Macleod

He Led Me: Autobiography, Diaries and Meditations 
of Alex Maclennan
Norman Campbell & Robert Dickie (eds.), 
Reformation Press, pbk, 237pp, £10.50 
from Lulu.com

The home missionaries are the forgotten heroes 
of the Scottish Presbyterian churches. They 
laboured faithfully in small preaching stations, 

without training, without ministerial status, for 
modest wages and little recognition. Little effort has 
been made to record or remember the service of these 
men, yet their work was indispensable in maintaining 
a gospel witness in the Highlands and Islands, when 

the supply of ministers was invariably insufficient to 
meet the need.

Alex Maclennan (1889-1972) was of this number. 
Originally from Rona (an island north of Raasay), 
he served as a missionary of the Free Presbyterian 
Church in Dingwall and Beauly for more than thirty 
years. Sabbath after Sabbath, he expounded the word 
in English and Gaelic to small congregations, praying 
and longing to see visible blessing on the Word.

Alex was a character, strong-minded and 
outspoken, remembered to this day for his witty and 
pointed remarks. This commendable publication gives 
both a biographical account together with extracts 
from his diaries, a short autobiographical account 
and notes of some of his expositions of Scripture. 
One noteworthy feature of the diary is the way that 
from nearly every sermon he heard (both from those 
celebrated as preachers, and those not), he drew out 
some edifying remark 
to record in his diary. 
It is a good example 
of seeking to profit in 
the Word. From his 
own discourses, he 
generally gives the 
heads, and while these 
are more workmanlike 
than incisive, they 
certainly suggest that 
his exhortations were 
Scriptural and useful.

One more personal 
entry for a Saturday 
reflects the experience 
of many engaged in 
ministry: “Here I am carrying the usual burden. I 
cannot engage in anything with comfort on Saturday 
with this fear haunting me. The storehouse is in my 
hands, but I find it another matter to get anything out 
of it. All I can say is that I am casting my burdens on the 
Lord. He carries me through in my duties in a manner 
surprising to myself. The whole business is keeping 
me on my knees. I value the Holy Spirit above all else; 
I believe in God’s good will toward me. I do not trust 
in any efforts to prepare for the Sabbath although I 
endeavour to do all I can. I cannot go to any door for 
help. I just wondered if any in a state of grace can feel 
so dead as I do.” (p.155)

This work will probably be of most interest to 
those personally acquainted with the ministers and 
congregations amongst whom Alex laboured, but it is 
a record of faithful Christian service in a hard day, and 
as such well worthy of attention.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
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Total Northern Presbytery  
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Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
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Lochalsh & Strath       
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Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls
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Legacy 
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Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
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Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 
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Mr Murray Mackay
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(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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£
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15,994

9,417
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0
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850

14,626
21,506
15,200
22,568

4,163
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17,534
13,450
15,739
10,615
18,354
71,773

147,463

13,350
11,639
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18,857
16,896
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1,000

434,411

23,994
0
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CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
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0
0
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0
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0
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0
0
0

15,000
5
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0
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0
0
0

4,213
220

2,420
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0
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0

48,113

0
0

48,113

3,628
44,486

Total to Sept 2019
£

13,500
18,375
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16,019
8,280
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5,999
12,452
2,984

16,125
37,560

6,312
4,000
6,976

375
18,750
24,383
15,200
13,737
4,130

93,862

15,803
16,629
16,874
10,452
19,769
67,839

147,366

16,044
9,067

20,720
17,438
16,220
79,487
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443,021

34,164
31,837

509,022

68,465
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Sept 2019
£

1,500
1,500
5,000
1,450

920
10,370

5,000
2,000

0
2,000
9,000

297
2,000

0
0

1,600
2,500
1,100

200
2,000
9,697

1,339
1,800
1,600
1,050
2,000
6,275

14,064

1,500
900

3,150
1,500
1,500
8,550

0

51,681

5,895
0

57,576

0
57,576

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
November         January
3     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, Kilmorack & Strathglass    3     St Louis
10  Aberdeen, Tarbat        17  Atlanta
17  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston 
24  Kiltearn
    



“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!”

Romans 10:15
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The place of worship of the Kilmuir & Stenscholl Congregation at Staffin


