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The greatest thing we can ever do in our lives is 
to worship God. Worship is a duty, but it is also 
a great privilege. The danger with things which 

have a regular place in our lives, following the same 
pattern day after day and week after week, is that they 
become routine. That must never be allowed to happen 
with our worship of God, as sadly it did in Israel. By 
the time the Son of God appeared in their midst, the 
Jews for the most part had slipped into a ritual kind 
of religion. This earned them a severe rebuke from 
Christ, using words from Isaiah: “This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips; but their heart is far from me.” (Matt. 15:8)

The antidote to formalism is to have our minds filled 
with a sense of wonder when we worship. To worship 
God is indeed a marvellous thing, and it should thrill 
our hearts. What does it involve? Penitent sinners 
come into the presence of the Almighty, who is seated 
upon His majestic throne, and they receive a generous 
welcome from Him. He accepts their offering of praise 
and speaks kindly and encouragingly to them. He 
listens to their requests and bestows upon them His 
gracious blessings, in abundance. The Lord does all 
of this, despite the fact that those who approach Him 
deserve only His wrath and curse! It is good to look 
further into these things.

 
A Glorious God
Worship begins and ends with the triune God. He is 
the one and only object of religious worship, declaring 
in His Word: “I am the Lord: that is my name: and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to 
graven images.” (Isa. 42:8) To worship God is to give 
Him the honour He deserves. We cannot do this while 
He remains to us “the unknown God” (Acts 17:23), but 
He has revealed Himself to us in the Scriptures. They 
teach us that God is a perfect Spirit, infinite, eternal 
and unchangeable, most holy and most good. He is the 
Creator of the universe and has given to us “life, and 
breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). He preserves and 
governs the whole creation in His effortless power (Ps. 
103:19).

To worship God is to make Him the supreme object 
of our esteem, so that we say with the Psalmist, “O God, 

who is like unto thee!” (Ps. 71:19). We praise Him for 
the glory of His being and His wonderful works. In our 
eyes, the most remarkable thing about God is that He 
takes to do with such miserable wretches as we are – 
that His eye pitied us, and that He took us from a fearful 
pit! We can only echo these words, “Great is the Lord, 
and greatly to be praised” (Ps. 48:1). Such a God should 
be our heart’s chief desire (Ps. 73:25) and our soul’s 
chief delight (Ps. 63:5). No doubt there should be more 
adoration of the Lord in our private devotions, and in 
public prayer too.

A Poor People
Every worshipper on earth, however God-fearing, is 
poor and needy (Ps. 70:5). Why is that? When Adam 
disobeyed God in the first covenant, our whole race 
fell into sin. As some have pointed out, in eating the 
forbidden fruit, our first parents broke every one of 
the ten commandments. They made themselves a new 
god, corrupted the way of worship, profaned God’s 
holy name, did not keep the Sabbath, dishonoured 
their Father in heaven, murdered their souls, were 
embarrassed at their nakedness, stole what they had 
no right to, lied against God and coveted what was 
forbidden to them. God’s Word says, “whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” (James 2:10) The sobering truth is that 
our sins spring from Adam’s original sin, and are a 
copy of it.

When a law is broken there is a liability to the penalty 
demanded by that law. Adam’s first sin is charged to all 
his natural descendants, which means that every one of 
us is guilty before God (Rom. 5:19). We owe a debt of 
obedience to God which we cannot pay, and He threatens 
us with a punishment which, like Cain’s, is greater than 
we can bear (Gen. 4:13); eternity in hell. We are also 
unrighteous in God’s sight; all the powers of our soul 
are turned against Him and devoted to the service of 
sin (Ecc. 7:29). Lastly, we have a corrupt nature. Jesus 
said, “from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders...” (Mark 
7:21,22). David acknowledged this when he repented 
of his adultery: “I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5).

EDITORIAL

THE WONDER OF WORSHIP
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A Mighty Mediator
How then can we come before God in worship? Since 
the fall, the only way that men can draw near to God 
is by a Mediator, or go-between. The reason for this 
is that there is an infinite distance between us and 
God. It is not the distance between the Creator and 
the creature: that distance was there in the beginning, 
yet there was a friendship between God and our first 
parents in the garden of Eden, and they worshipped 
Him. Rather it is the fact that God is righteous and man 
is unrighteous; there could not be a greater difference 
and distance than that! We can do nothing ourselves 
to remedy our sinful state, but in the second covenant 
God has “laid help upon one that is mighty” (Ps. 89:19). 
This mighty one is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45).

We get glimpses of the Mediator in the Old Testament. 
The Person of the Mediator was revealed by Job, who 
spoke of a “daysman” or “umpire”, laying his hand upon 
both God and man (Job 9:33). This is Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God who became the Son of man, for our 
redemption. The work of the Mediator was typified by 
Aaron the high priest, who when the Lord in His wrath 
sent a plague upon Israel, went into the midst of the 
congregation and made an atonement for the people 
(Num. 16:46,47). Christ fulfilled this when He died on 
the cross as the sin-bearer, paying the ransom price for 
His elect people and reconciling them to God forever.

A Gracious Salvation
The initiative in salvation is with God, and has its 
source in His love. He loved His people before they 
ever loved Him! God’s love is seen in the sending of 
His Son into our world, in the Son’s going to the cross, 
and in the Spirit’s coming into our hearts. As we can 
all testify, our sinful pride makes us think that we are 
in some way worthy of salvation. We are like Haman in 
the court of king Ahasuerus: “To whom would the king 
delight to do honour more than to myself?” (Est. 6:6). 
What a change there is when we have been brought to 
repentance and faith! Then our thought is, why did the 
Lord make such a provision as He has, for such as we 
are? It is a great wonder to us.

Salvation is not at all by our works, but by divine 
grace alone. It is through Christ the Mediator that 
we enjoy this grace, on account of His infinite merit. 
Regeneration gives us the nature of God’s children, and 

adoption gives us the name of the sons and daughters 
of God. In justification we are reckoned righteous, and 
in sanctification we are made holy, fashioned more and 
more into the image and likeness of the Lord. Standing 
firm in this amazing grace, we “rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 5:2) – a hope to be fulfilled in the 
better country to come. Our attitude to these and other 
riches of God’s grace should be the same as Spurgeon’s: 
“Oh to burst open the door of our Joseph’s granaries, 
and to see the plenty which he has stored up for us.”

A Blessed Fellowship
Worship, and especially public worship, is in a real 
sense a family gathering. God and His beloved children 
are meeting together, and our elder Brother is present 
(Heb. 2:12). There is a beauty which we behold in 
God’s house: it is the Lord Himself (Ps. 27:4). He 
makes Himself known to us in His ordinances, which 

in the New Testament church are few, simple and 
spiritual. There is prayer, the preaching of the Word, 
the sacraments and the singing of psalms. Scripture 
governs them all and fills them all. They are means 
of grace to God’s people, for He is present in them, 
feeding their souls.

Nothing is so intensely personal and precious to 
believers as their union and communion with God 
through Christ, by the Spirit. It is what makes their 
lives truly blessed, even though they may experience 
severe trials. When they are “emptied from vessel to 
vessel” by the Lord, He is refining them, that they may 
savour less of this sinful world and more of heaven (Jer. 
48:11). Few saints have borne greater afflictions than 
Job, yet John Flavel said that “Job was happier upon 
the dunghill, than Adam was in paradise.” How could 
that be? Job knew the Redeemer, and that he would see 
Him in glory. If we know God and His salvation, let us 
praise Him with all our heart!

December 20194
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(MacKenzie [1754-1819] ministered in Lochcarron, 
where he was known as “Mr Lachlan”, being highly 
regarded for his preaching and noted particularly for 
his piety, sincerity and zeal. This is the first part of a 
sermon originally published in Gaelic in 1897.)

“I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. As the 
lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my 
beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” 
(Song of Solomon 2:1-3)

How can Christ be likened to the Rose and the 
Lily, and to the Apple tree among the trees of 
the wood?

Refreshing
In the first place, Christ in His holy humanity is like 
those beautiful flowers, for there is refreshing in their 
sweet perfumes. Now the fragrance from Christ’s robe 
is that of aloes, myrrh and cassia. Grace is poured into 
His lips. The teaching of His word and the graces of 
His Spirit cheer and strengthen the heart. When their 
conscience condemns them, and they are anxious from 
a sense of their sins, His promises give rest to those 
who are weary.

When a man becomes aware of his sins, and he 
believes himself lost, doubt is apt to drown him in a 
sea of despair. But at that very moment the promises 
of the Gospel come with liberty and revival to his faint 
heart, and as the Gospel at the outset encouraged 
him to come and lay his hope upon the Saviour, He 
remains the foundation of his hope and trust. If a man 
finds himself depressed and “out of sorts”, the good 
fragrance of these blossoms will revive him. So will 
the word put strength in his heart, and life into his 
soul.

Free to All
Sharon was the name of a notable place or district. It 

was a place which, according to the Scriptures, was 
very beautiful and fruitful, and famous for its pastures 
and herbs. It is not to a garden rose, but to the Rose of 
Sharon that He compares Himself. His grace is free, and 
offered to all, and without grudging. The garden flower 
is for the few, but the flowers of the meadow are free to 
all, and as those lovely flowers of the field, so is Christ, 
in the wide field of the Gospel, free to all, but specially 
to all those sinners whose hearts are wounded by their 
sins.

What man travelling through Sharon, and seeing 
so much beauty, could fail to be uplifted by joy. But if 
he had certainty that what he saw was his own, how 
much greater would be his joy. Even so is he who has a 
spiritual vision of the wide ranges of the Gospel. “The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon” (Isa. 35:2). Even so, Christ is as the 
rose and the lily in His fragrance and His beauty; and 
when we see His glory, and we taste of this sweetness, 
how precious is that news to sinners who are called 
to Him, and how precious too, that it is life for them to 
come to Him.

Food and Shelter
As is the apple tree, in its beauty and fruitfulness, even 
so is He. No fruit, or refreshment, or shelter can be got 
from other trees, although many go to them seeking 
food and refreshing for their souls. Some go to the tree 
of knowledge, to fill themselves with its sapless fruit, 
and they will talk about the Gospel, although their 
souls have never fed on it. All else in which they trust 
are broken reeds; but in the tree of life there is food 
and shelter for their souls.

Christ is the true apple-tree, bearing twelve manner 
of fruits, giving of its fruit every month; and its leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. Our infirmities are 
many, but He has the balm for the sickness of our souls. 
He has life in Himself, and He will give life to His people. 
And when He revives them so that they take pleasure 
in the life of grace, His fruit will be the Bread of Life for 
their poor, weak souls.

DEVOTIONAL

THE ROSE OF SHARON
LACHLAN MACKENZIE
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For many professing Christians, doctrine is 
irrelevant in comparison to experience. Ever since 
the German theologian Friedrich Schleiermacher 

(1768-1834), who is regarded as the father of modern 
liberal Christianity, encouraged a rationalistic approach 
to belief and a critical approach to the Bible, experience 
has become the supreme virtue. With the rise of 
Romanticism in the nineteenth century, evangelicals 
embarked on a new form of Christianity; doctrine was 
dumbed down to a few hackneyed clichés.

Further evidence of theological decline is provided 
by the Leicester Conference controversy (1877-78), 
when conservative Congregationalists in England 
found themselves at variance with more ‘advanced’ 
colleagues who were impatient with theological 
precision. In essence, while still thinking of themselves 
as ‘evangelicals’, liberally-minded ministers had 
become allergic to formal creeds of any kind. This was 
followed by the Downgrade Controversy (1887-88) 
among the Baptists, in which Charles Spurgeon fought 
gallantly to preserve a Calvinistic evangelicalism 
against a tide of liberalism. The new evangelicals had 
no time for an objective authority (Scripture), or for 
objective doctrinal standards (creeds); rather they 
asserted the authority of experience. 

Why exactly does a robust system of doctrine 
matter? Why do the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
the Shorter and Larger Catechisms, the Directory for 
Public Worship and the Form of Presbyterial Church 
Government matter? Here are ten reasons why 
doctrine matters:

1. It Matters for Faith
Scripture states categorically, “he that cometh to God 
must believe that...” (Heb. 11:6). The significant thing 
we are taught here is that faith is not a vague, amorphous 
nothing; it has a definite content. The text continues 
with a statement on the existence and attributes of 
God: “that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” In another passage Paul states: “I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able...” (2 Tim. 1:12), again demonstrating that faith 
has a definite content.

Consider also two examples from John’s Gospel. 
First, the words of Simon Peter to Jesus: “And we 
believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 

of the living God.” (John 6:69) Second, the words of 
Martha to Jesus: “I believe that thou art the Christ, the 
Son of God, which should come into the world.” (John 
11:27) It is abundantly clear that the Messiahship of 
Jesus forms the crux of our faith.

A further example is provided in Acts 8:37, where 
Philip said to the Ethiopian who wanted to be baptised, 
“If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” 
The Ethiopian replied, ‘‘I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.”

2. It Matters for Salvation
Romans 4:24-25 declares the faith of Christians. We do 
not believe in God in any way we please, or in a multi-
faith way, but “we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead”. This is vital: it means that 
we believe certain specific truths about Jesus Christ, 
namely that he died and rose again. Further, we believe 
that man’s greatest problem is sin, for Paul goes on to 
say that Christ was “delivered for our offences” and 
“raised again for our justification.” We believe that 
our sins deserve punishment, and that Christ was 
delivered, or handed over to death, on account of our 
sins. That requires us to believe that what happened 
to Christ was planned by God, and that the Father was 
intimately involved in the scheme of salvation. It also 
requires us to believe that Christ’s death was sufficient, 
since God raised him from the dead.

3. It Matters for Ministers
A key characteristic of our age is departure from the 
faith (1 Tim 4:1-3). Timothy is selected as a pattern for 
ministers in terms of their duties and dangers. There 
are some important things in Paul’s charge to Timothy 
(2 Tim. 4:2-4). There is the duty – “Preach the word...”. 
Ministers are to do this unrelentingly [“in season, 
out of season”] faithfully [“reprove, rebuke, exhort”], 
patiently [“with all longsuffering”] theologically [“and 
doctrine”]. Then there is the danger – “For the time 
will come when...”. It consists of opposition [“they will 
not endure sound doctrine”], aspiration [“they heap 
to themselves teachers, having itching ears”] and 
deviation [“they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth”]. In response Timothy was told: “watch thou 
in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of [fulfil] thy ministry.” (v.5)

DOCTRINE

DOES DOCTRINE MATTER?
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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every Christian can use to avoid being misled into 
believing falsehood. 

7. It Matters for Life
Paul says that saving grace ‘teaches’ us, so that we will 
not adulterate or adjust the faith (Titus 2:11-14). It 
teaches us negatively, what we should deny in our lives 
(“ungodliness and worldly lusts”), and then positively, 
how we ought to live (“soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world”). The comprehensive nature 
of the instruction given by divine grace is thus made 
clear. The context is illuminating: before and after this 
section we learn about how Christians in different 
spheres of life are to live; without doctrinal teaching 
we shall fail in every area of life.

8. It Matters for Mission
Christ tells us that doctrine is central to the witness of 
the church, commanding us in the Great Commission: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
The content of that teaching is everything Christ has 
taught us, which means the whole of the Old and New 
Testaments. It is therefore astonishing how much of the 
church now seems to see its mission as majoring on such 
things as soup kitchens, breakfast facilities, employment 
advice centres, mums and toddlers and a myriad of other 
social programmes. Many sections of the church have 
become a hive of activity cut adrift from the mission she 
was appointed by her great Head, King Jesus.

9. It Matters for Church Life
Churches cannot thrive without biblical doctrine. 
Consider the words of 1 Corinthians 16:13-14: “Watch 
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
Let all your things be done with charity.” The instruction 
given to the church at Corinth applies to the whole 
church in every age. Significantly, in each of Paul’s 
epistles, the first part is doctrine and the second part 
is practice, thus demonstrating that a congregation can 
only function properly when both are present; they are 
the two legs of healthy church life. 

10. It Matters for Death
All of us are going to die. Paul was able to say: “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). How many overlook that 
last clause! There are three aspects to the Christian’s 
pilgrimage – their course, conduct and crown (v.8) – 
and keeping the faith is central. 

John Calvin wrote: “the chief ground of gladness 
and joy is, when God restores to us pure and sound 
doctrine”. (Commentary on Isaiah 30:21) May the Lord 
grant it in the churches of our land.

Here we see clearly how ministers are to pursue 
their calling. Irrespective of the age in which they live, 
and indeed, against the spirit of that age, their duty is 
to preach the Word of God within the four parameters 
defined, the final one of which is doctrine. Their 
preaching must have a specific doctrinal structure, 
and for Presbyterians that structure is provided by the 
Westminster Standards. 

4. It Matters for Godliness
Peter argues that all things that pertain to life and 
godliness come through the knowledge of God (2 Pet. 
1:3). Astonishingly many Christians think that life 
and godliness come from pleasure, social activities, 
recreational pursuits, etc. They never seem to consider 
the fundamental necessity of doctrine, except in some 
abstract sense. The Shorter Catechism rightly links 
creed and conduct when in Question 3 it says: “The 
Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.” 
The Catechism is similarly divided into two sections, 
namely belief and behaviour. You cannot have the right 
conduct if it is separated from the right creed. 

5. It Matters for Contending
Jude says that we are to “earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (v.3), 
meaning that there is a body of teaching or doctrine 
which comprises ‘the faith’ we profess. This faith 
includes what we believe about the Bible, God (as 
Triune), Predestination, Creation (including gender as 
male and female); Providence, the Covenants, Sin and 
the Fall, Christ (as Mediator), etc. In other words, all 
thirty-three chapters of our Westminster Confession of 
Faith. The less we know about the faith, the less we can 
contend for it. The absence of contending today is the 
result of the dumbing down of Christianity.

6. It Matters for Identification
Who are we? What are we? Who is a true Christian? 
What is a true Christian? Every product has a label 
stating what it is and what it is made of. That is essential 
for our health and safety. The same is true regarding 
the identification of Christianity before the world. 
In 1 John 4:1-6 we have a series of crucial markers 
which identify the true from the false. John lists four 
characteristics of true Christianity: first, it exalts the 
biblical Christ; second, it opposes worldliness; third, 
it rests upon Scripture; fourth, it elevates truth. These 
four apostolic tests are to be applied to preachers and 
their preaching, as well as Christian communication 
of all kinds, whether verbal, electronic or printed. 
Together they make up a doctrinal checklist which 

DOCTRINE / DOES DOCTRINE MATTER?
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“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments.” (Psalm 112:1)

This grace is lacking nowadays. It is a grace, found 
in all the Lord’s children, which comes from the 
same Holy Spirit who indwelt Christ (Isa. 11:2). 

It is not fearfulness, but the love of the child to his or 
her Father. This love fears to offend the Father; the two 
are not contrary to one another but complement one 
another. To have only love would be presumption; to 
have only fear would be legalism.

Likeness
The absence of the fear of the Lord in many churches 
today has resulted in doctrines which dishonour God, 
worship which despises His prescribing wisdom, and 
lifestyles which do not reflect His holy character. Surely 
the child of God reflects the character of God: there is a 
‘family likeness’. If we love the Father we will meet for 
worship (Mal. 3:16), we will love Christ for the adoption 
which we have received in Him, and we will love the 
Spirit for the comfort that He gives to God’s children.

The fear of the Lord is not something negative, 
but rather positive: when we have it we delight in His 
commandments. The child of God wants to be like his 
Father; “be as your Father” is a frequent exhortation to 
believers in Scripture (e.g. Matt. 5:45,48). Christ was 
able to say of the Father, “I do always those things that 
please him.” (John 8:29) Adam failed in this respect, 
but God’s adopted children have the Holy Spirit and 
therefore in Heaven this shall be fulfilled by them; 
however the work and the desire begin in this life 
(Phil. 1:6).

Wisdom
Nevertheless we are imperfect here. If, “by the fear of 
the Lord men depart from evil” (Prov. 16:6; Job 1:1), 
then we are sadly lacking in that fear. And thus the 
exhortation is given, “be thou in the fear of the Lord 
all the day long” (Prov. 23:17). Psalm 112 gives us all 
the characteristics of those who have this godly fear. 

The famous English preacher and writer John Henry 
Jowett (1864-1923) wrote: “In matters of spiritual 
understanding the first requisite is a certain kind of 
mood rather than a certain quality of intellect.” Thus we 
read: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Prov. 9:10). This fear of the Lord seeks to bring the 
soul into harmony with infinite wisdom; there can be 
no meaningful life without it. Such God-fearing people 
are a “happy” or blessed people (Prov. 3:13).

Promises and Privileges
Many promises and privileges belong to those who 
fear the Lord (Ps. 103:13; 147:11), and it is the safe 
and wise way to go through this world (1 Pet. 1:17). It 
is a guiding principle in the choices we have to make 
each day of our lives (Ecc. 12:13). There is a delight 
in the child to do what the Father says; there is a 
growing appreciation of “the beauty of holiness” (Ps. 
96:9).

“A man is never thoroughly converted till he 
delighteth in God and his service, and his heart is 
overpowered by the sweetness of his love. A slavish 
kind of religiousness, when we had rather not do than 
do our work, is no fruit of grace, and cannot evidence 
a sincere love.” (Thomas Manton) “This man not only 
studies the divine precepts and endeavours to observe 
them, but rejoices to do so: holiness is his happiness, 
devotion is his delight, truth is his treasure.”   
(C.H. Spurgeon)

Temptation
This reverence keeps us from the presumption which 
tempts children who are loved by their Father. Previous 
experience of this “great transgression” (Ps. 19:13) 
should keep us from it, but sadly God’s children are 
not sinless in this world and it is a temptation which 
accompanies us. On the other hand, we must pray also 
that we will not fall into the cold terror of legalism (as 
the elder brother in Luke 15); we must remember that 
the Father’s love for His child is unconditional and 
unfailing.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE FEAR OF THE LORD
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Romaine [1714-1795] was a leading evangelical 
clergyman of the Church of England, spending most 
of his ministry in London. This piece on assurance of 
salvation is taken from his work ‘A Treatise upon the Life 
of Faith’, published in 1809. It has been lightly edited.)

Sense judges from what it sees, and draws its 
conclusions from what it feels. Its report to the 
conscience, either of a believer’s state, or of his 

growth in it, is not from unchangeable things, which 
would settle the conscience in peace; rather it is from 
changeable things, which leave room for continual 
doubting. Sense also looks at the fruits of faith, more 
than at the object of it; and if the believer has been 
misled, and taught to confound these two together, 
he will be at great uncertainty in judging of his state. 
Instead of making the word of God, he will make his 
comforts the ground of his faith; and as these are more 
or less, so will his faith be.

Sense Judges by Feelings
When he has comfortable feelings, then he will think 
himself a believer; and when he has none, then he will 
think himself an unbeliever; changing his judgment of 
himself, as his feelings do, like the wind; and varying 
as his comforts do, like the weather. This is a common 
case. I have seen the sad effects of it, in the lives of 
many of my acquaintance, who, from being taught thus 
to judge of themselves, were tossed about for several 
years, up and down; now comforted, then doubting; 
and could not get any solid establishment, till the word 
and Spirit of God convinced them that sense was not 
to be the ground of their believing, nor the object to 
which they were to look.

Sense judges by feeling, and reports what it sees. 
Sense says, now I am in the favour of God; for I feel it. 
Now he is my God: for I find him so, I am comforted. 
Now he demonstrates it to me: for I feel nearness to 
him in prayer, and sweet answers. Now I am sure my 
duties and services are acceptable: for I am quite lively 
in them, and I come from them with warm affections. 
Now I cannot doubt, for I feel the assurance of his love to 
me. And when sense has lost those comfortable feelings, 
then it draws contrary inferences – Now I am not in the 
favour of God, for I don’t feel it – Now he is not my God, 
for I don’t find him so, I am not comforted, etc.

What can be the issue of this, but continual wavering 
and changing? For our feelings are sometimes more, 
sometimes less, as every believer experiences. What 
an unsettled state, then, must he be in, who has no way 
to judge of himself, but by those changeable things? 
What room does he leave for continual doubting, and 
what trouble and misery does he thereby bring upon 
himself, as well as dishonour to the unchangeableness 
of God in his nature and promises?

Faith Judges by God’s Word
If the poor weak believer should say, I am convinced 
of this; and I should be glad to have my faith so fixed, 
that I might be freed from doubts and fears. Then let 
it rest upon the word of God, which is the only ground 
of believing; and is, therefore, called the word of faith, 
upon which faith is built, and by which it is nourished, 
and grows up. The believer should receive and rely 
upon what God hath spoken, and because he hath 
spoken it: for his word changeth not. It abideth the 
same for ever; therefore, what it truly reports, stands 
upon an immoveable rock.

Sense and feeling may report things contrary to it; 
but the believer can silence them with God has spoken it: 
for his faith has evidence of things not seen, and he does 
not form his judgment by the things which are seen, but 
by the things which are not seen. Generally speaking, 
faith judges the very contrary to what sense does, 
and will not believe what sense perceives. Abraham 
against hope, believed in hope; so do all his children. 
They believe the pardon of sin – victory over sin – and 
the death of sin – the immortality of the body, though 
crumbled to dust and atoms – the second coming of 
Christ – and the eternal state of happiness or misery.

Faith looks at God’s word, calling the things which 
be not, as though they were, and is commonly forced 
to contradict sense. Sense judges from what it sees – 
Faith from what God says. Sense is governed by what 
appears – Faith by what God says shall be. Sense looks 
inward – Faith looks outward. Faith can answer the 
seeming contradictions which sense opposes to it, 
from the word of God, which cannot be broken. And 
when sense is ready to despair, and all its fine frames 
and feelings are gone, then it is the believer’s happy 
privilege still to trust in the Lord, and to have a good 
hope, because of the word of his grace.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

FAITH AND SENSE
WILLIAM ROMAINE



December 201910

The apparent ability to do many things at once 
– or ‘multitask’ – is deemed by many to be an 
evidence of a person’s brilliance. This is an 

audacious claim, but can it be sustained? And is such 
an ability even desirable? 

Modern technology is of tremendous help in so 
many ways. Take the mobile phone. It is a veritable 
treasure trove. Where once we needed a dozen or 
more pieces of equipment, we now have a single 
device which can do everything just at the touch 
of a button, thus freeing up time for us to do other 
exciting things – or so we may think! The reality is 
very different. Instead of setting us free, the mobile 
phone seems to enslave us. The constant pings, 
buzzes and vibrations alert us to matters demanding 
our immediate attention.

Distraction
Walk into any restaurant and you will see what I 
mean. How many people are on their phones, even 
while eating their meals and attempting to have 
a conversation! Professor David VanDrunen, who 
teaches Systematic Theology and Christian Ethics 
at Westminster Seminary California, has rightly 
noted that new technologies have fostered a general 
culture of distraction. Multitasking is thus merely a 
foil – a mask which hides the sad reality that we are 
vainly juggling our time and effort between different 
competing distractions.

Superficial
The downside to all this multitasking is that it breeds 
a culture of superficiality. In his book, The Shallows: 
What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains, American 
writer Nicholas Carr said that when we go online, “we 
enter an environment that promotes cursory reading, 
hurried and distracted thinking, and superficial 
learning.” Proper attention is not given to any one thing 
long enough to digest its real significance. Rev. Maurice 
Roberts has written of the benefit of “unhurried 
meditation” – something we ought to practise regarding 
the things of God. Multitasking inhibits a truly spiritual 
lifestyle, for we are caught in the grip of busyness. 

Glorifying God
But why should we warn of “the folly of multitasking” 
at all? The answer is simple – indeed it is the oldest 
answer in the world, and one which many learned in 
childhood. The Shorter Catechism impresses upon 

us that the whole point of our existence is “to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him for ever.” (SC 1) In other words, 
it is not “multitasking” that we must aim at, but 
“singletasking”. I am not saying less technology, or less 
usage of it necessarily. I am making a much grander 
point, which is that we ought to focus on every single 
task in a singular way. I am saying that multitasking 
isn’t just a mistake: it is actually disabling. It stops 
us from pursuing excellence, which is surely the 
implication of our calling to glorify God.

Lord’s Prayer
Another way of viewing the subject is through the lens 
of the Lord’s Prayer. The first petition is, “Hallowed 
be thy name.” (Matt. 6:9) By these words Christ is 
teaching us to pray, “That God would enable us and 
others to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh 
himself known; and that he would dispose all things 
to his own glory.” (SC 101) Is it really possible for us 
to glorify God with all the distractions going on in our 
lives? We struggle to read or even to pray without 
technology interfering.

Lord’s Day
Finally, take the Lord’s Day itself. The whole day is to be 
given over to spiritual exercises. But is it not the case that 
technology means that we can be distracted by social 
media, even on the Sabbath? The ease of communication 
means that we are tempted to communicate also on 
the day of rest, not regarding spiritual things, but 
concerning social matters. It is after all, ‘social media’, 
which requires that we socialise. But what of our souls? 
Is it not the case that spiritually we are all declining, and 
are less than our heavenly Father desires us to be?

I think we have proven that multitasking is folly. “But 
what is to be done?” I hear you ask. The answer is, Keep 
to the precepts of the Word of God. Following Christ and 
being faithful to Him requires single-mindedness (Matt. 
6:24) and self-denial (Matt. 16:24). Seek by God’s grace 
to maintain a truly godly focus in your life.

“That man hath perfect blessedness
     who walketh not astray
In counsel of ungodly men,
     nor stands in sinners’ way,
Nor sitteth in the scorner’s chair:
     But placeth his delight
Upon God’s law, and meditates
     on his law day and night.” 
   (Ps. 1:1,2, metrical)

YOUTH FOCUS

THE FOLLY OF MULTITASKING
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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Christian Education Conference (Rev. James Haram)

On 24th May the Welfare of Youth & Education 
Committee held its first Christian Education 
Conference. The venue was Partick Free Church 

(Continuing) and the speaker was Dr James Wanliss, 
an elder of our Greenville Congregation in the USA. 
Dr Wanliss is Professor of Physics at Presbyterian 
College, South Carolina and an Associate of Logos 
Research Associates, and has a BSc in Physics and 
Applied Mathematics, an MSc in Geophysics and a 
PhD in Physics. He is the author, among other books, 
of Resisting the Green Dragon: Dominion, Not Death, 
which explores the worldview, ethics and politics of 
the environmental movement. He and his wife home 
educate their two children. Dr Wanliss had been over 
for the FC(C) General Assembly, and was kind enough 
to agree to the Committee’s request to speak on the 
need of Christian Education.

Dr Wanliss gave two excellent papers, the first being 
‘The Profit of Christian Education’ and the second ‘The 
Pitfalls of Christian Education’. The talks were about 
an hour each, with a short break in between, and an 
opportunity at the end for questions and discussion. 
There were about twenty people in attendance, from 
the Free Presbyterians, the Reformed Presbyterians 
and the Free Church (Continuing). Those attending 
seemed appreciative of the subject matter, and there 
was much discussion afterwards over a cup of tea or 
coffee and a cake. The conference was recorded and 
both talks may be found on SermonAudio (type into 
SermonAudio’s search engine: The Profit of Christian 
Education, and The Pitfalls of Christian Education).

The Committee hope that this might be the first 
of many Christian Education conferences to be held 
throughout the FC(C) presbyteries. They are very 
thankful to the Partick Congregation for hosting this 
conference and providing the catering.

Central Building Fund (Rev. Murdo MacIver)

In response to previous encouragements from the 
Finance & Sustentation Committee, a number 
of congregations have now established regular 

contributions on behalf of the denomination’s Central 
Building Fund. The primary objective of the Central 
Building Fund (CBF) is to promote the Presbyterian 
principle of sharing financial burdens across all our 
congregations regardless of individual congregational 
incomes. The common prayerful desire for the 
furtherance and promotion of the Lord’s cause in 
particular geographic areas is therefore made possible 
in a most practical way because of the continued 
sacrificial giving of all across the denomination.

CHURCH NEWS
The Committee’s remit from the General Assembly 

is to ensure that the CBF is wisely distributed to enable 
our congregations to become debt free as quickly as 
possible, therefore avoiding unnecessary interest 
payments on any loans which may currently be held.

The Committee are anxious to inform all readers of 
the Free Church Witness that every penny and pound 
donated to the CBF remains vital to the sustaining 
of the Gospel ministry within the bounds of our 
denomination. Every contribution, both small and 
large, is greatly appreciated and our denomination 
could not function as effectively without it.

The Committee are therefore eager to publicise, 
for the information and encouragement of our people, 
that all monies in this fund are being fully utilised to 
reduce the debt for those congregations who have 
mortgage loans and not sitting idle in a dusty bank 
vault! Currently, those congregations are Aberdeen, 
Bracadale & Duirinish, North Uist & Grimsay, Partick 
and Portree. Allocation of CBF resources is a standing 
item on the Committee’s agenda and when the 
opportunity arises, much needed financial assistance 
is distributed to eligible congregations.

At each of their meetings of June & October 2019, 
the Committee allocated grants of £1,000 to each of the 
above congregations, meaning a total of £10,000 from 
the CBF has been allocated to these congregations to 
help alleviate their financial burden and assist them 
in moving toward the stated objective of rendering 
them debt free sooner than was envisaged. The 
congregations concerned always respond most 
thankfully when these funds arrive.

Since January 2018, the Committee, thanks to the 
continued giving of our people, have been able to 
distribute the quite remarkable sum of £89,000 across 
the wider denomination. This should be a matter of 
great thankfulness to God for His provision to us and 
one for continued prayer.

The Committee would wish to express their thanks 
to everyone who has so generously contributed to 
the CBF and encourage them to continue doing so, 
providing an assurance that all funds will continue to 
be appropriately employed to ensure a Gospel witness 
is maintained in our ungodly nation.

Sri Lanka Car Appeal (Rev. James MacInnes)

Traffic regulations probably cause every driver 
some frustration from time to time, but the 
experience of travelling on the roads in Sri 

Lanka, where traffic regulations seem to be entirely 
disregarded, serves as a breath-taking contrast. But 
what is perhaps more shocking is the cost of purchasing 
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CHURCH NEWS

a car (more than £20,000) due to government taxes of 
300%. Motorcycles, bicycles and three-wheel taxis are 
ubiquitous, being flexible (a family of four perched on 
a motorbike is not unusual) and affordable – but this is 
not practical for longer journeys, particularly through 
the jungle at night, as must be done between Vavuniya 
and Mullaitheevu.

In agreement with the Pastor and Kirk Session, 
the Home & Foreign Missions Committee agreed 
to promote the building fund rather than ask for 
contributions to the car fund over the past year. Now 
that the new building in Vavuniya has been completed 
the Committee wish to emphasise to the Church 
the need for a car to further advance the work in Sri 
Lanka. More than 50% of the necessary funds have 
already been gathered, but please prayerfully consider 
this need. Donations should be sent to the General 
Treasurer (contact details may be found on the inside 
rear cover). Cheques should be made payable to ‘Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing)’, with an indication 
that the gift is for the Sri Lanka Car Fund. Thank you 
for your support.

Northern Ireland Reformation Tour 
(Mrs Isabel Campbell)

It is hoped to arrange a Reformation Tour led by 
Rev. Trevor Kirkland covering various important 
sites of Presbyterian history in Northern Ireland. 

At this point we would like to obtain indications of 
interest so that we can move forward with organising 
and booking accommodation and transport. The dates 
would be from Thursday 16th July to Thursday 23rd 
July 2020 (D.V.).

If you wish to receive information regarding this 
proposed trip please contact Miss Joan MacKintosh 
at joanmmackintosh@btinternet.com or telephone 
01463790846.

Half-Price Gift Subscriptions 
(Publications Committee)

At their meeting in October the Publications 
Committee agreed that individual subscribers 
to the Free Church Witness should be able to 

purchase half-price subscriptions for friends. Forms 
for the renewal of existing subscriptions and for gift 
subscriptions are included with this issue, and we 
encourage you to use this opportunity, not only to 
renew your own subscription but to take out a half-
price gift subscription to the magazine for one or more 
friends.

Those who receive the magazine through 
their congregation can also purchase half-price 
gift subscriptions for friends. To obtain a gift 
subscription form, please see the person who is 
responsible for distributing the magazines in your 
congregation. In case of difficulty, please contact 
the Subscriptions Secretary (contact details 
may be found on the inside front cover under 
‘Subscriptions’).

The cost of a half-price gift subscription is £13.75. 
Please note that half-price gift subscriptions can only be 
taken out for individuals who have a UK address.

Pivotal Elections and Troubling Times in Sri Lanka  
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On Saturday 16 November Sri Lankans go to the 
polls to elect a new president. Sri Lanka is 70 
percent Sinhalese-speaking and 30 percent 

Tamil-speaking. Christians – Sinhalese and Tamil – 
comprise a little over 8 percent of the total population. 
The current coalition government’s failure and the 
trauma of the Easter terror attacks have combined 
to set the stage for a revival of intolerant Sinhalese 
Buddhist nationalism. Both leading presidential 
candidates are campaigning to secure the votes of 
the Sinhalese Buddhist majority while offering the 
minorities promises that are mostly undeliverable. 
Neither candidate is willing to condemn militant 
Buddhist nationalist violence. No matter who wins 
the elections, Christians will probably face escalating 
persecution, especially in the strongly Buddhist 
nationalist south and on the increasingly Islamic east 
coast. Please pray.

Quote

“Satan, and all his temptations and suggestions, 
work together for good to God’s children; for, 
“God knows how to deliver the godly out of 

temptation,” 2 Pet. 2:9. God would never have let the 
serpent bite their heel, if he had not designed to break 
his head, and to bruise him under their feet.”
Ralph Erskine
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Rev. Partheepan and his wife Dinogee, 
with their daughter Diyaththika
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Duthil-Dores describes an area a few miles to the 
south of the city of Inverness, stretching from 
the hamlet of Duthil at its eastern end to the 

village of Dores at its western end.

History
The congregation of Duthil-Dores was originally a 
combined charge of Dores and Bona. The people 
from the district of Dores had to travel to Bona in a 
rowing boat across the river Ness. In 1972, Dores was 
combined with Duthil, Moy, Stratherrick and Daviot 
and became known as Duthil-Dores.

Amongst the people of the area there was often a 
little ‘competition’ between these congregations and 
the saying “Dores will not last very long” was once 
heard, because it was always the smallest congregation 
of the group. Despite all appearances, today by the 
grace of God the congregation in Dores is the only one 
with a minister in charge!

The original church was located above Aldourie 
School a few miles from the village of Dores. In 1980 
a new church was built in the village and the credit for 
this is due to the tireless efforts of Rev. Bill Scott, who 
was the Minister of Duthil-Dores at that time. When the 
agent who sold the land made the comment that it was 
a “nice spot in the middle of the village” overlooking 
Loch Ness, the Minister replied promptly with a text: 
“A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” (Matt. 5:14)
We want to be seen!

Services
We hold services at 11.00am and 6.30pm on the 
Lord’s Day, with the Sabbath School at the start of 
the morning service and Bible Class at the start of the 
evening service so that children will come and join the 
congregation in worship before the start of the sermon. 
There are three classes for the children, according to 
the different age groups.

The prayer meeting takes place on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30pm and is well attended. 
Understandably many parents are not able to come 
because of their children, but it is encouraging to 
see young ones attending anyway. It has often been 
a humbling experience for the Minister to see dear 
Christians in their eighties and beyond coming out out 
to the prayer meetings in spite of dark winter nights 
and very rough weather.

Our Communion Seasons are held on the first Sabbath 
in April and the second Sabbath in September when 
another Minister is invited to preach at all services.

All the services and after-service fellowships are 
usually broadcast live, and are available for anyone to 
listen to.  To listen online visit http://live.bible-sermons.
com/listen/doresfcc. For those without Internet access, 
a telephone option is also available on 01463 513 512 
(or from outside the UK +44 1463 513 512).

Youth Conference
For the last couple of years the congregation has 
organised a biannual youth conference for young 
people aged 11-18 years. It has been an encouragement 
to see young people attend from within and outwith 
the denomination. We are grateful for the support of 
other congregations in assisting with transport and 
remembering the conference in prayer.

Prayer
Those who come to visit usually say that we are a very 
welcoming congregation. Please pray that the love 
of Christ may continue amongst us and that its light 
may be seen as we preach the gospel in this area of the 
Highlands.

AROUND THE CHURCH

DUTHIL-DORES
REV. DAVIDE RATTI

Mr Alistair MacKintosh, Elder

Sabbath School children
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OUR WORK IN SPAIN AND FRANCE
REV. JAMES MACINNES

Spanish is the mother tongue of more than 400 
million people, making it the second most 
common language in the world, exceeded only 

by Mandarin Chinese. It is the official language of 
20 countries – mostly in South and Central America. 
Largely through the violent intensity of the infamous 
Inquisition, the Reformation did not develop in Spain 
as in other European countries, so that Spain, and the 
nations that developed under Spanish influence, have 
historically been under the domination of the Roman 
Catholic Church. In recent years, however, secularism 
has had a significant influence, so that attachment to 
the Roman Church is increasingly nominal and cultural.

Rev. Dr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz
Rev. Dr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, the pastor of our congregation 
in Spain (Iglesia Reformada Continuada), is based in 
Miranda de Ebro. Historically Miranda’s significance 
related to its bridge over the Ebro River, which flows 
southward into the Mediterranean. Today it remains 
an important transport hub, and a centre for both 
commerce and industry. Dr Ruiz is married and has 
four children – Rodrigo, Anna, Tomás, and Natanael 
– who are all taught at home by his wife Michaela. 
Dr Ruiz is a linguist, and has been employed by the 
Trinitarian Bible Society in their revision of the 
Spanish Scriptures; it is through this work that Dr Ruiz 
is, at present, supported financially.

Theological Academy
In addition to regular preaching, Dr Ruiz has developed 
an online Academy (www.academiareformada.com) 
providing comprehensive theological training. He 
has also written Biblical Praise, an excellent book 
on purity of worship, which has been published in 
both Spanish and English. Largely through the online 
Academy, Dr Ruiz has developed contacts in South, 
Central, and North America, and is able to help equip 
men for ministry in the Spanish language. This is a 
very encouraging aspect of the ministry, as it offers 
opportunities to reach a huge number of people.

Services in Miranda
Maintaining the ministry in Spain has been challenging, 
and so it was a great encouragement when the 
congregation was able to meet the criteria and formally 
register with the relevant state department, as required by 
Spanish law. Presently Dr Ruiz preaches each Lord’s Day 
in Miranda to a small gathering, though the congregation 

properly is comprised of three parts: Miranda, Rubí on 
the outskirts of Barcelona (300 miles south-east), and 
Pau, which is over the French border (180 miles east).

Services in Rubí
The services in Rubí are led by Wilson Calle, a native 
of Colombia, who has been resident in Spain for many 
years. Mr Calle is married to Martha, with an adult 
daughter, and is an elder in the congregation. While 
very capable in providing wise pastoral care of the 
brethren, Mr Calle recognises the need for regular 
pulpit ministry. Consequently the Kirk Session has 
recently invited Rev. Eliseo García Bonilla, who is also 
a native of Colombia, to provide resident supply. This is 
an exciting development, and the finances of the small 
congregation, together with support from a number of 
Scottish friends, are sufficient to cover the associated 
costs for an initial six-month period.

Services in Pau
Also under the oversight of the minister and Session are 
services in Pau, which are led by the local elder, Hugues 
Pierre. Mr Pierre is also gifted in languages, and he too 
has been involved with the Trinitarian Bible Society, 
though upon the revision of the French Scriptures. 
Mr Pierre is presently completing theological studies 
through the online Academy and has recently been 
recognised by the Church as a candidate for the 
ministry. He studies in Spanish and preaches in French! 
He is married to Diana, with three young children.

Prayer
Please pray for the work and specifically for:
• the ongoing translation and revision of the Scriptures 
in Spanish and French;
• Dr Ruiz, Mr Calle and Mr Pierre, as they lead worship 
and preach each Lord’s Day, that the Word of life would 
be blessed to all who hear it;
• Rev. García and his wife, as arrangements are made 
to relocate to Rubí and begin serving the church there;
• contacts to develop in each of the three communities 
– Miranda, Rubí and Pau – which would be the means 
whereby the glorious gospel of grace might be preached 
to an increasing number;
• those studying online through Academia Reformada;
• Mr Pierre as he pursues his call to the ministry;
• the wider Spanish speaking world, that the influence 
of the gospel would prevail so that these nations would 
be delivered from their present yoke of bondage.
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THE GENERAL ELECTION

Biblical guidelines for choosing our rulers

Christians may agree with some things the political 
parties are standing for at this month’s general 
election, but they will profoundly disagree 

with others. For instance, the Conservatives now 
promote homosexual ideology, Labour is increasingly 
captive to radical socialism, the Liberal Democrats 
have capitulated entirely to the transgender lobby, 
the SNP shows a disregard for the family (with its 
Named Person scheme and ban on smacking) and 
the Greens are enslaved to environmental idolatry. 
Such disagreements should not mean that believers 
take no interest in elections, however. It ought to be 
our concern that in every sphere of life, including our 
national affairs, God is glorified.

There are Biblical principles to direct us when we 
go to the polls. We need consider the personal qualities 
of the candidates on offer. Jethro counselled Moses to 
place over the people as their rulers “able men, such 
as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exod. 
18:21). Moses then told Israel to take “wise men, and 
understanding, and known among your tribes” (Deut. 
1:13). Practically, we can ‘know’ our local candidates 
by personally questioning them on subjects of 
importance to us as Christians.

We must not ignore the moral character of the 
candidates, for this is bound to affect their actions 
in office, for good or ill. “When the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn.” (Prov 29:2) We are 
sometimes told that what politicians do in private is 
irrelevant, yet it is foolish to imagine that if individuals 
are deceitful, unfaithful and otherwise immoral in 
their private lives, that these traits will not appear 
in their public lives. Sinful rulers will give rein to the 
sinful. “The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest 
men are exalted.” (Ps. 12:8)

We should not have unrealistic expectations of the 
candidates. All whom the Lord ever used to serve Him 
were flawed, for “in many things we offend all” (James 
3:2). When we vote we should choose that which 
most promotes the cause of our Redeemer, yet even 
as we vote we recognise that God is sovereign, and 
is sometimes pleased to use ungodly instruments to 
bring about His righteous purpose. After the election, 
whatever its outcome, we must continue to pray “for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” (1 Tim. 
2:1,2) The welfare of Christ’s kingdom matters more 
to us than anything else.

RIP?

A practice we ought to avoid

It has become commonplace on social media and 
elsewhere to find professing Christians using the 
letters ‘RIP’ when referring to a person who has 

died. In doing so believers are countenancing a Romish 
expression, presumably without realising it. RIP is 
short for requiescat in pace, a Latin phrase meaning 
“may he/she rest in peace” – effectively a prayer for 
the dead, which is a practice encouraged in Roman 
Catholicism.

By contrast the early Christians, when speaking 
of believers who had passed away, used the phrase 
dormit in pace, which means “he/she sleeps in 
peace”. This is not a prayer but a statement of faith, 
based on the Word of God. In using this form of 
words, Christians were affirming the truth that 
their believing brethren died as those who already 
enjoyed “peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1), on account of the Saviour’s 
atonement for sin completed at Calvary (Col. 1:20). 
The words said something about the deceased, 
but they were not a prayer for the deceased; the 
difference is crucial. 

The Roman Catholic Church considers herself to be 
the vehicle transporting people to heaven eventually, 
claiming that she can get departed souls out of 
‘purgatory’ and into glory through the sacrifice of the 
Mass and the prayers and other pious works of the 
faithful. Hence the use of RIP within Romanism, as 
seen in obituary notices and on tombstones. Yet there 
is no example, command or warrant in the Bible to pray 
for the dead, or to wish happiness or anything else for 
them. After death is the judgement (Heb. 9:27). Prayers 
for the departed therefore have no use: believers do 
not need them and the unconverted cannot be helped 
by them.

The Westminster Confession of Faith states: “Prayer 
is to be made for things lawful, and for all sorts of men 
living, or that shall live hereafter; but not for the dead, 
nor for those of whom it may be known that they have 
sinned the sin unto death.” (WCF 21:4) The proof text 
used is 2 Samuel 12:21-23, where David ceased to fast 
and weep for his sick child as soon as the child had 
died. In his Reformed Dogmatics, the Dutch theologian 
Herman Bavinck (1854-1921) states: “The Reformed 
rejected this intercession for the dead on the ground 
that their lot was unalterably decided at death. The 
fact is neither the Old nor the New Testament breathes 
a word about such intercession.” And neither should 
we.

COMMENT
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(An extended review of ‘Columba: The Faith of an Island 
Soldier’ by Bruce Ritchie, published recently by Christian 
Focus [hbk, 435pp., £13.50 from the Evangelical 
Bookshop in Belfast].)

Columba has an enduring fascination for Scottish 
Christians, as the most prominent name 
associated with the evangelisation of our land. 

The rebuilding of Iona Abbey in the twentieth century, 
the proliferation of the Celtic cross, and above all, the 
tendency to invoke the Celtic Church in support of 
diverse causes, whether environmentalism, liberalism, 
Romanism or indeed Presbyterianism, testify to our 
interest in Scotland’s ancient church history

Yet what is definitely known of Columba is very 
limited. The major sources on his life were written 
centuries after he died, and were so inflated by legend 
that only a few details of his life can be established 
with certainty.

This new study by Bruce Ritchie, of Highland 
Theological College, is welcome for its thoughtful 
handling of sources. This is not a conventional 
chronological biography – we simply do not know 
enough of Columba’s life to construct such a narrative. 
Rather, Dr Ritchie asks what can be known of Columba 
and the Celtic Church of his day from the extant 
records, and indeed from the legends that grew up 
around his ministry. He draws in fascinating details 
from archaeology, which has, for example, discovered 
the probable remains of Columba’s own hut (pp.133-
134), and discredited the assertion that the monks of 
Iona followed a vegetarian diet (pp.101-103).

Some conclusions are clear. Columba was part of 
a Celtic Church which was not subject to the Pope 
and did not give improper veneration to Mary. It 
differed from the Roman Church in government 
exercised largely by monastic abbots rather than 
diocesan bishops. Equally, however, Columba’s Church 
did observe festivals and follow practices (such as 
monasticism) without Biblical warrant. Worse, the 
Celtic Church placed great emphasis on penance, and 
considered such works indispensable to the sinner’s 
salvation. Dr Ritchie argues persuasively (pp.307-321) 
that this was typical of the whole Western Church of 
the medieval period, which was Augustinian in theory 
(confessing salvation by grace alone), but in practice 

‘semi-Pelagian’ (considering the believer’s works a 
meritorious contribution to his salvation). In this, we 
who stand on the shoulders of giants have no right 
to judge harshly: the Celtic Church had no Luther or 
Calvin to clarify the doctrines of grace.

Thus, there were important practical distinctions 
between the Celtic Church and continental Romanism, 
which underline the fact that modern Roman 
Catholicism has evolved over time, and was certainly 
not a seamless continuation of the faith of the Apostles. 
But equally, there was common ground between the 
Roman and Celtic Churches on doctrine. We cannot 
portray Columba as a sort of prototypical Knox 
preaching the ‘five solas’ in defiance of Rome.

This said, we find much common ground in the 
practice of our faith. The Celtic Church loved the Psalms, 
and placed great emphasis upon the memorisation 
and chanting of them. It is humbling that Celtic writers 
needed only to quote a few words from the beginning 
of a Psalm to call the whole text to the reader’s mind. 
Furthermore, the Celtic Church observed the Lord’s 
Day very strictly. They continued to apply the actual 
term ‘Sabbath’ to Saturday, and to retain certain 
aspects of religious observance on the Saturday, but 
the Lord’s Day was the principal day for worship, and 
the day on which the obligations of Sabbath rest were 
considered particularly to apply.

It is genuinely poignant to learn of the intense self-
denial of the Celtic monks, who saw themselves as 
soldiers in the army of Christ, hence the volume’s title. 
They were men of fasting and prayer (pp.113-124), 
steeped in the Scriptures. They spent a lot of time in 
the copying of manuscripts, especially of the Biblical 
books (pp.147-158). Above all, the Celtic monks were 
dedicated evangelists, and Columba himself was 
unquestionably active in missionary labour in many 
parts of Scotland (pp.386-389).

By this substantial work of scholarship, Dr Ritchie 
has helped to distinguish the historical Columba 
from the figure of legend. If he was not quite a proto-
Protestant, he was certainly no Romanist, but a 
dedicated evangelist of the Christian Gospel. As Dr 
Ritchie concludes: Columba was “a light. And that light 
shone brightly from Iona. Alongside other heroes of 
the faith, women as well as men, Columba cleared a 
Christian pathway for those who followed” (p.401). 

CHURCH HISTORY

COLUMBA: A FOREBEAR 
OF THE SCOTTISH CHURCH

REV. ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Bible Truth Explored: 
Searching the Scriptures 
with the Shorter 
Catechism
Murdo A.N. Macleod, 
Reformation Scotland, 
pbk, 218pp, £5.00

This book is the 
author’s first 
publication and is 

based on the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism. It 
began as a series of articles published in our Church’s 
Explorer magazine for young people. As such, it is by no 
means an in-depth examination of the Catechism. But 
that is not to say this is a lightweight publication: there 
is much to edify the soul. It illuminates the Catechism 
in a simple yet effective way and aids the reader in 
getting a firmer grasp of Bible truths.

Each chapter deals with a single Catechism question – 
occasionally more, if they are closely related – and being 
in the same order as the Catechism, it is easy to reference 
any doctrine quickly. The chapter titles help to explain the 
question and answer in modern language. For example, 
the chapter dealing with “What is the chief end of man?” 
is titled, “What is the purpose of life?” The chapters are 
short and use simple, almost conversational language, 
making for easy reading. For those of us familiar with the 
author, one can almost hear his voice as one reads, and 
this gives personality to the book.

The format of each chapter is helpful: the chapter 
title; a brief introduction giving the context; the 
question and answer; a short explanation of the 
points in the answer; a conclusion containing a very 
challenging “Something to think about” and “Personal 
reflection”. The explanations are frequently in the form 
of points within a sermon and, as such, could be useful 
for Pastors or lay preachers in sermon preparation.

On the negative side there are a few typographical 
errors, but this does not unduly detract from the content. 
There is also inconsistency in the use of fonts, italics 
and bold type. Most, but not all, of the quotations from 
the Catechism and Scripture are in bold type, with one 
being slightly bolder than the other, but not always in 
the same order. There is a danger of being led to believe 
that the Catechism is on the same level as, or above, 
Scripture. If the book is republished, I would recommend 
discontinuing the use of bold type altogether.

BOOK 
REVIEWS

Who will benefit from this book? Undoubtedly 
teenagers. It would make an excellent Sabbath School 
prize. But I would also commend it to parents, Sabbath 
School teachers, Bible study groups and new converts 
especially. Whilst it is primarily aimed at the young in 
the faith, don’t be fooled into thinking that this is just a 
“kid’s book”. I gained much from reading it and it will 
remain near to hand on my bookshelf.
Calum Macleod (Knock & Point)

Thomas Chalmers 
and the Struggle for a 
Christian Nation
Esmond Birnie, 
Evangelical Bookshop, 
Belfast, pbk, 2018, 
224pp, £7.50

This book is a rarity. 
It is a rarity because 
of the paucity of 

contemporary biographies 
of the subject. In addition, 
one of the features of the book is the attention given 
to Chalmers’s reflections on Politics and Economics. 
With Chalmers it is difficult to know where to begin 
and where to end. He was a giant in his day, reflected in 
his writings over a wide range of subjects, theological, 
ecclesiastical, scientific, political, educational and 
philosophical. He towered over the Church in Scotland 
in his day. There may have been better expositors and 
theologians – and scientists and political economists – 
but there have been few to come near to Chalmers in 
the sheer breadth of his interests. Looking back at his 
life it is hard to grasp just how much he got through, 
in writing sermons and treatises, as well as practical 
involvement in the affairs of Church and State. This is all 
the more impressive when we realise that he relied on 
quill pens and candles or oil lamps. No such thing then 
as computers or electric lights!

We are indebted to Esmond Birnie for this accessible 
study of Chalmers and his wide interests. Mr Birnie 
is Scots-born but grew up in Northern Ireland. He is 
well-qualified for undertaking this study of the great 
Scottish Churchman, being entirely sympathetic to 
the subject’s evangelicalism and Presbyterianism, as 
well as his knowledge of the political and economic 
aspects of his writing. Mr Birnie is Senior Economist 
at Ulster University and a member of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Belfast. The author covers 
most aspects of Chalmers’ life succinctly and provides 
good insights into his life’s works. In places Mr Birnie 
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is not unjustly critical of some of Chalmers’s positions, 
as for example on creation science and the age of the 
earth in which he held a common ‘old age’ model. The 
book is well-arranged, with a mixture of chronological 
and thematic aspects. In this reviewer’s opinion it is a 
superb introduction to the man and his thought. There 
is a useful Appendix on books about Chalmers. A worthy 
contribution on the life of a polymath whom God raised 
up in his day for the advance and defence of the faith.

All in all, this is a valuable contribution on the life 
of a great Christian, who served his own generation by 
the will of God and stands as an example for every age 
of commitment to Christ and application of His word 
to individual, Church and State.
Rev. John W. Keddie

Sermon Notes 
Roderick Mackenzie, J. M. Brentnall, bklt, 50pp, 
£5.00
A Golden Chain 
William Dyer, J. M. Brentnall, bklt, 38pp, £6.00

Copies of both booklets may be obtained directly from 
Mr J. M. Brentnall, 5 Rosier Crescent, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire, DE55 1RS 
(prices include postage and packing)

These two pamphlets have recently been 
published by John Brentnall, and in both cases 
make available material which was otherwise 

unknown and inaccessible to the general reader. The 
first is arguably a rather niche work; the second is a 
jewel.

The Sermon Notes 
are by a notable Free 
Presbyterian minister, the 
late Roderick Mackenzie 
(1893-1975) of Gairloch 
and Glasgow, who sadly 
finished his ministry 
outside the fellowship of 
his denomination, as his 
commendable stand on 
the question of protest led 
to his effective dismissal 
from his Church. From 
1944, he ministered 
independently in Glasgow 
until his death.

The notes are Mr Mackenzie’s own, transcribed 
exactly, but are the boniest of skeletons, being points, 
sub-points and texts to quote, and give little of the 
flavour of his actual preaching. The structures are 
good, expounding the chosen texts in the light of the 

whole of Scripture, with extensive content, yet with 
teaching balanced by application.

For novice preachers, these notes would repay study 
in how to open up the riches of a text. For example, 
Christ as the “foundation stone” (Isa. 28:16) is “To mark 
the position of the Church in righteousness”, “To hold 
the Church in position”, and “To carry the weight of the 
Church’s responsibilities and cares” (p.22). Personally, 
I would find the sheer number of sub-divisions that 
he gives restrictive in the pulpit – but it will stimulate 
edifying thought.

A Golden Chain is of 
wider interest, being 
an appealingly brief, 
attractively presented 
Puritan manual of the 
Christian life. William 
Dyer (1636-1693) may 
have been a relatively 
minor Puritan, but he 
was a profound and 
discerning spiritual 
writer. Taking the words 
“put a golden chain about 
his neck” (Dan. 5:29) as 
his text, Dyer describes the Christian life by means 
of twenty ‘links’, such as “Be willing to lack what God 
is unwilling to give” and “Bless God most, for He has 
blessed you most”, which he then briefly expounds in 
twenty short chapters.

Dyer has a real gift for memorable epigrams, and 
remarkable focus and concision. The result is a little 
booklet packed with rich, thoughtful observations. 
There is more spiritual meat in this booklet than 
in many a modern paperback ten times its length. It 
will reward (and has for me rewarded) patient and 
repeated reading. For younger readers easily put off by 
long works, or busy readers whose time is short, this 
book is highly commended – it is a work of distilled 
Puritan divinity.

For example: “To bless God for mercies is the way 
to increase them. To bless God for miseries is the way 
to resolve them.” (p.18) “Follow peace and truth; but 
truth more than peace. O, Christians, love the truth! 
Justify the truth, and the truth will justify you.” (p.21) 
“Do not idolise the means [of grace]. Duty can never 
have too much of our diligence, nor too little of our 
confidence.” (p.29)

Having finished the Golden Chain, I immediately 
ordered a second copy to pass on to a young friend, in 
the hope of encouraging him in an interest in Puritan 
reading. I would commend it to the wider Church on 
the same basis.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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£

15,000
22,561
32,402
20,154

9,858
99,975

1,760
15,522

5,841
16,291
39,414

9,101
0

7,754
950

18,743
28,807
18,694
28,198

4,293
116,539

19,470
18,286
19,366
13,620
22,466
86,161

179,368

17,035
13,252
23,689
25,420
26,495

105,891

1,000

542,186

28,269
0

570,455

129,740
440,715

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
12,428

40
0
0

12,468

380
85,100

105
0

85,585

386
0
0
0

15,000
18

8,829
45
0

24,278

0
0
0

4,705
389

2,588
7,682

5,971
0

710
697
491

7,870

0

137,882

0
0

137,882

5,925
131,957

Total to Oct 2019
£

15,000
22,899
34,421
19,986
9,200

101,505

7,067
15,259
3,706

18,846
44,879

8,503
6,755
9,296

650
22,915
32,475
19,039
17,267
4,260

121,159

18,218
21,481
20,944
12,873
25,157
82,430

181,103

19,788
11,427
24,862
23,762
25,146

104,985

990

554,621

36,119
31,837

622,577

136,320
486,257

Oct 2019
£

1,500
4,524
6,838
3,967

920
17,749

1,069
2,807

723
2,721
7,319

2,191
2,755
2,320

275
4,165
8,092
3,839
3,531

130
27,297

2,415
4,852
4,070
2,421
5,388

14,591
33,738

3,744
2,361
4,142
6,325
8,927

25,498

0

111,600

1,954
0

113,555

67,855
45,699

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
January    February
5     St Louis   16  Stornoway
19  Atlanta   23  Harris
    



“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life; that I 
may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain.”

Philippians 2:15,16
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