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What do we think of the cross of Christ? The 
Bible shows us how the eternal Son of God 
became man and willingly laid down His life 

for sinners. It teaches us that the sufferings of Jesus 
are of infinite value – that we can no more measure 
them than we can measure God. For those who are 
under the gospel the matter becomes personal: what 
does Calvary mean to me? We cannot be indifferent to 
a crucified Saviour, and neither is it sufficient to grant 
Him some place in our lives – even what we might think 
is an important place. The cross of Christ is either 
everything to us, or it is nothing. We are either glorying 
in it, or we are passing it by.

If the preaching of the cross has been blessed 
to us, and we have found salvation in the Redeemer, 
there will be a transformation in our lives. The Lord 
has invested so much in His people, and shall have a 
reward from them. We have been “bought with a price”, 
and therefore we are to glorify God in our body and 
our spirit (1 Cor. 6:20). The costly grace which Christ 
purchased for us, and which the Spirit freely bestows 
upon us, is to be manifested by us. We are called to 
holiness, with the promise of everlasting life.

 
Zeal for God
God’s grace is “manifold”, or ‘many-sided’ (1 Pet. 4:10). 
Like a diamond which has been cut, it has many facets, 
and together they make the Christian shine brightly 
in a dark world – or so they should. While there is 
something of every grace in every believer (we may 
feel that we have little of any of them), there is one 
quality which is widely lacking in our day. Though God 
has not changed, and the Scriptures are the same, we 
are not as zealous for the Lord as the saints of former 
generations. We may be enthusiastic about many 
lesser things, but when it comes to the things of God, 
we are complacent and listless.

How easily we excuse ourselves from being 
exercised in the Lord’s service! We complain that we 
do not live in such favourable times as our forefathers 
did, and that the situation is much more difficult today. 
That may be true, but times such as ours are exactly the 

times when a zeal for God is required. When Christians 
have no zeal, the church decays. The Laodicean church 
was lukewarm, and was lovingly rebuked by Christ for 
this. Yet though He said to them, “be zealous therefore, 
and repent” (Rev. 3:19), the members did not listen, 
and the church withered and died. It has happened so 
often. We must have zeal!

Good Works
Paul gives us a picture of zeal when he exhorts the 
Romans to be “fervent” in spirit (Rom. 12:11). The 
word describes a boiling pot. Zeal is what results 
when our spiritual affections are sanctified; the soul 
is consecrated to God and it overflows in love to Him, 
and to His cause in the world. The great question is, 
how should this zeal for God be shown? Scripture has 
the answer. Christ gave Himself for us, “that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14). 
True zeal will reveal itself in good works.

Good works are the works which God commands 
and approves in His Word, and none other. They are 
enabled by His grace, and they are done out of a saving 
faith and a sincere love to the Lord. A work is not good 
simply because it is done in the name of religion. The 
Jews excommunicated the disciples and had some of 
them put to death, thinking that in doing this they 
were serving God, but Jesus said of them, “they have 
not known the Father, nor me” (John 16:2,3). Paul 
acknowledged that the Jews had “a zeal of God”, but it 
was “not according to knowledge” (Rom. 10:2). There 
is such a thing as a misguided zeal – a zeal for traditions 
rather than for truth.

EDITORIAL

AN APPEAL FOR ZEAL

“The great question is, 
how should this zeal for 
God be shown? Scripture 
has the answer.”
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Godly Examples
We find many examples of godly zeal in the Bible. In the 
Old Testament there is Phinehas, a grandson of Aaron. 
When Israel was guilty of whoredom and idolatry at 
Shittim, God struck His people with a terrible plague. 
While the people were weeping before the tabernacle, 
wicked Zimri flagrantly took a Midianitish woman 
into his tent. Phinehas killed the two of them with a 
spear, and the plague ended. No doubt some thought 
this ‘extreme’, but the Lord commended Phinehas: “he 
was zealous for my sake” (Num. 25:1-15). In the New 
Testament we have Epaphras, a minister in Colosse. 
When Paul wrote to the church there, he testified that 
Epaphras was “always labouring fervently for you in 
prayers”, and “hath a great zeal for you” (Col. 4:12,13). 
A man with a large heart, and a great desire for souls!

Supremely there is Christ Himself. Even as a child 
Jesus was about His Father’s business, listening 
eagerly to the teachers in the temple and questioning 
them (Luke 2:46-49). Early in His public ministry 
Christ cleansed the temple, chasing the merchants and 
money changers out of His Father’s house; His actions 
reminded the disciples of words in the book of Psalms: 
“the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” (John 2:13-
17; Ps. 69:9). Christ never wavered in His zeal, and at 
the close of His ministry He cleansed the temple again 
(Matt. 21:12,13). Jesus was “clad with zeal as a cloke” 
(Isa. 59:17) – He was wrapped up in zeal for God. How 
faithful He was to the truth, and protective of the divine 
honour! Oh that we too could say, “I do always those 
things that please him” (John 8:29)!

Important Lessons
Christ’s cleansing of the temple has its lessons for 
us. Repentance and reformation are needed today. 
We look to ourselves first of all. The apostle’s words, 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world” (1 John 2:15), surely find us out. Will we not 
all agree that “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life” (v.16) mar our witness, and 
prevent us from following the Lord fully? Paul told the 
Christians in Corinth, “the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:17). How can God’s spiritual 
temple be cleansed and renewed? Only by the blood 
of Christ and the grace of the Spirit. If we confess our 
sins to God, He will pardon us, and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). If we walk in the 
Spirit, then we will not fulfil the lust of the flesh (Gal. 

5:16). There needs to be reformation in family life too, 
particularly in the Christian nurture of children.

In the church, the headship of Christ means that 
the Word of God must direct her doctrine, worship, 
discipline and government; nothing of man’s invention 
should have a place within her walls. The manner in 
which public worship is performed often reveals who 
rules in the church – whether God or man. Significantly 
the second commandment, in which we are forbidden 
to worship God by images or in any other way not 
appointed in His word, is enforced with the reason, 
“for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God” (Exod. 20:5). 
If God is ‘jealous’ for the worship He has appointed, 
then so should His people be! Our reformers would not 

tolerate any deviations from the biblical pattern, and 
neither should we.

Our country is still a Christian one, yet now we think 
very little of our gospel privileges, and other blessings 
of the Reformation. We have welcomed false religions 
and embraced moral abominations. At a time when 
many are fearful about our country’s future, Christians 
are concerned most of all for the spiritual state of our 
land. John Knox famously prayed, “Give me Scotland, 
or I die!” Do we have his burden?

Our Motivation
Believers are to labour for the advance of God’s kingdom. 
What will strengthen our desire for this great work? 
Charles Spurgeon wrote: “A deep sense of gratitude 
will nourish Christian zeal. Looking to the hole of the 
pit whence we were digged, we find abundant reason 
why we should spend and be spent for God.” Christ’s 
loving and selfless sacrifice should never be out of our 
thoughts. He gave His all for His people. We should be 
keen to serve Christ in whatever way it pleases Him. “It 
is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing” 
(Gal. 4:18), and His cause is the best cause of all.

We have just one brief life to live. Let us not waste it 
through idleness and worldliness, but fill it with good 
works, in thanksgiving to our God for His salvation!

May 20194
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“We should be keen to 
serve Christ in whatever 
way it pleases Him.”
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“I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea: that ye receive her in 
the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath 
been a succourer of many, and of myself also.” (Romans 
16:1,2)

The word ‘Phebe’ means ‘shining one’. She 
belonged to the ‘inner circle’ of Paul, and, like her 
Master, she went about doing good (Acts 10:38). 

The Lord said, “Let your light so shine...” (Matt. 5:16). 
Christ is the Light of the world (John 8:12), and we are 
to reflect Him. We are as a city set on a hill: we cannot 
be hid, we are always seen. We are witnesses, but not to 
our own glory. The glory is of the One who has “shined 
in our hearts” (2 Cor. 4:6). We are not to be hermits, 
concealing our allegiance to Christ. We are in the world, 
but not of it: in it not only to be good, but to do good.

Shining
Phebe shone first of all in her family, to all that were 
in her house (Matt. 5:15). There are some who are 
‘saints abroad but devils at home’, but Phebe prayed 
and acted as consistently as possible at home, trying 
to imitate the character of her Master. Perfection was 
impossible, but consistency was the aim. She shone 
also in the church. Paul must have regarded her as 
diligent and reliable in order to entrust her with his 
letter to the church at Rome. It was an arduous journey 
from Corinth to Rome, but Paul had confidence in her. 
Phebe was no ‘minimal Christian’, as Spurgeon says, 
but if there was something to be done for the cause of 
Christ, she was there!

Sister
Paul describes her as our sister. She and Paul were 
members of Christ’s family, seeking to do the will of 
their Father (Matt. 12:50). She had the family-likeness 
to Christ, born again into that relationship, a child of 
God “by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26): there is no 
other way to become a child of God. The adoption is 
‘in Christ’.

Servant
Phebe was a servant. She helped in the work of the 
church. The church has work to do, and anyone in it can 
help. Like Anna (Luke 2:36,37), she was the servant of 
God first, before she served others. It was service in a 
humble capacity, but it is remembered and recorded in 
the Bible.

The Lord Jesus served His Father and secondly the 
church (Luke 22:27). There are many in the church 
nowadays who serve themselves: ‘hangers on’ who 
barely turn up to support their congregation. Phebe 
was not among them! “What kind of church would my 
church be, If each church member was just like me?”

Saint
Phebe was a saint, “a believer in whom the process 
of sanctification has begun” (John Kennedy). All 
of God’s people, including those at Rome (Rom. 
1:7), are sanctified by the Spirit. Just as Christ has 
completed His work for them, so He will complete 
His work in them (Phil. 1:6). Sanctification is the 
work of a lifetime. We are set apart, consecrated, to 
follow Christ in the paths of righteousness, in “the 
obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:26). Phebe had a living 
faith: faith without the works that follow it “is dead” 
(James 2:20).

Encourager
Phebe was an encourager to Paul and others. She stood 
out, a volunteer, one at the front. She had experience 
and could teach the younger women. A woman 
respected by the Apostle Paul, she stood out, she was 
‘outstanding’. But Phebe did not put herself forward to 
get attention (hardly the attitude of a ‘servant’), but to 
help others move forward. She had ‘vision’, and it was 
infectious.

Like it or not, our lives shine out to others, as with 
John the Baptist (John 5:35). But is it a guiding light or 
a warning light? A light which points to Christ, or a light 
which hurts the eyes of observers and repels them? 
The world lies in darkness, and it needs Christians like 
Phebe.

DEVOTIONAL

PHEBE – A SHINING EXAMPLE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Monod [1802-56] was a pastor of the Reformed 
Church of France. This piece is taken from his work 
‘Four Discourses on Christian Doctrine’, and has been 
translated from the French and slightly abridged by Rev. 
James Clark.)

It is the Will of the Father to pardon which purposed 
the sacrifice of the Son. These were determined at 
the same time, or, rather, in the same eternity. How 

can the Father be represented as having His mind 
changed by the sacrifice of the Son, when it is the 
Father Himself who sent His Son into the world and 
delivered Him up for our offences? And also, how can 
the Son be represented as compelled by the Father 
to sacrifice Himself for sinners, when this sacrifice is 
most freely and voluntarily given (John 10:18)?

The Character of God
But let us turn aside from entering these depths, and 
rather consider and apply to ourselves the lessons 
we learn from Jesus Christ crucified regarding the 
character of God, especially respecting man as a sinful 
character....Scripture reveals to us simultaneously the 
holiness and the mercy of God; the one obliges Him 
to punish, the other invites Him to pardon (cf. Exod. 
34:6,7). In the New Testament both of these aspects 
of the character of God, the love which spares and 
the holiness which smites (1 John 4:8,16; 1:5), are 
highlighted. It is the Light, God’s holiness, which 
makes the sinner afraid. The natural man cannot see 
the harmony between this love and this holiness. He 
sees them as contradictory and continuously warring 
against one another. However, the cross of Christ 
displays them in harmony and resolves this supposed 
problem which minds raise.

The Cross of Christ
On this cross the pardon which God has purposed is 
powerfully declared, but this pardon is at the cost of a 
suffering which equally proclaims the penalty for sin 
demanded by the holiness of God. In short, the pardon 
is a sacrifice in which, separating the penalty of sin 
from the sinner, the Saviour is smitten (Isa. 53). The 
One is not spared in order to spare the other (Rom. 

8:32), and so the love and holiness of God are equally 
displayed in salvation. Where in all the earth shall you 
find the greatest evidence of the love of God for the 
sinner? You shall find it at the cross of Jesus Christ, who 
was smitten in the place of the sinner. But also, search 
throughout the earth for the greatest manifestation of 
the hatred of God for sin – you will find it again at the 
cross of Jesus Christ. You find there not only that God 
punishes sin, but that He is determined that sin shall 
not go unpunished!

The Character of the Christian
The self-sacrifice of Jesus Christ, a ‘propitiation’ which 
takes away the wrath of God from the sinner, is a 
doctrine which should not be suppressed as ‘offensive’ 
(Gal. 5:11). To suppress it is to suppress the character 
of the living and true God (John 17:3). It is to deny the 
Gospel, and to substitute the God of the deist [a person 
believing in the existence of a supreme being, but one 
who does not intervene in the universe] for the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Scripture has been given to lead us to salvation, 
and this salvation results in pursuing a life of 
holiness. We see in the manner of our redemption 
by the blood of Christ that holiness is important: “Be 
ye holy, for I am holy”, God says (1 Pet. 1:15,16). His 
love and His holiness, two essential perfections of the 
Divine character, are, as a result, two essential traits 
in the Christian’s character. Justification leads to 
sanctification, always.

DOCTRINE

THE WORK OF THE SON IN PROPITIATION
ADOLPHE MONOD

“Where in all the 
earth shall you find 
the greatest evidence 
of the love of God for 
the sinner? You shall 
find it at the cross of 
Jesus Christ...”
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DOCTRINE

‘SOUND PREACHING, AND 
CONSCIONABLE HEARING’
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND 

In 1644 the Westminster Assembly was faced with 
spiritual anarchy across the nation. It made a 
brilliant, long term decision – to set about reforming 

the church and the ministry in order to transform 
the nation. This aim is evident from the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, which identifies “the sound 
preaching, and conscionable hearing of the word” 
as one of the chief parts of “the ordinary religious 
worship of God” (WCF 21:5). While preachers differ, 
there are some constants which ought to be observed. 
Let us consider what that means in practice.

Significance
Another of the Assembly’s documents, the Directory 
for the Public Worship of God, states: “Preaching of the 
word, being the power of God unto salvation, is one 
of the greatest and most excellent works belonging 
to the ministry of the gospel”. Believers should ignore 
the “earthen vessel” who preaches the word, and focus 
on the word preached (2 Cor. 4:1-7). Most complaints 
about the ministry focus on the person, forgetting God’s 
design in appointing the ministry. In his commentary 
on Ezekiel, William Greenhill (1591-1671), a member 
of the Assembly, stated: “where the word of God is 
not expounded, preached and applied to the several 
conditions of the people, there they perish”. 

Requirements 
The Larger Catechism declares: “The word of God is to be 
preached only by such as are sufficiently gifted, and also 
duly approved and called to that office” (LC 158). Here 
we see three basic requirements for ministers – gifted, 
approved and called. But who decides these things? The 
Biblical answer is the Presbytery (1 Tim. 4:14). This is 
why a presbytery must take great care in the examination 
and supervision of students for the ministry.

Duties
Regarding the actual duty of preaching, the 
Westminster Divines were specific. Those that are 
“called to labour in the ministry of the word” are to 
preach soundly, diligently, plainly, faithfully, wisely, 
zealously and sincerely (LC 159). They are to keep in 
mind the following: the glory of God is the ultimate 

aim in preaching; the word is to be preached to suit 
the needs and abilities of the hearers; the word is to be 
applied to the hearers; love for the souls of the hearers 
will aim at their conversion, edification and salvation. 
In addition, ministers of the word – and they only – are 
to dispense the sacraments (WCF 27:4).

Format
What does a Biblical service look like? The Directory 
lists the following elements: Call to Worship; Prayer, 
Singing of Psalms, Reading of the Scriptures; Preaching 
of the Word; Benediction. It also emphasises the 
principle of uniformity in public worship. Any believer 
entering any Reformed congregation throughout the 
United Kingdom ought to be able to expect the same 
ordering of worship, the same manner of preaching 
and the same truths expounded. 

Objection
A common attitude to preaching is, “Why can’t we stay 
at home and listen to a sermon instead”? The English 
theologian Daniel Featley (1582-1645) noted that the 
case for hearing sermons live is made by Pentecost itself: 
“The Holy Ghost came with the sound. Where the sound 
is of the Word preached there goeth the Spirit ordinarily.” 
Obadiah Sedgwick (1600-1658), a member of the 
Assembly, insisted that “private performances must….
make way for and give way unto public ordinances”. 
George Gillespie (1613-1648), a Scot and the youngest 
member of the Assembly, pointed out that: “The 
preaching of the gospel is the means and way ordained 
of God to save them that believe” (Rom. 10:14).

Reward
The reason why ‘earthen vessels’ are used by God to 
communicate the gospel is that the glory of the sinner’s 
salvation goes to God alone. All who murmur against 
ministers, being critical of their lack of preaching ability, 
should bear in mind the teaching of 2 Corinthians 4:1-
7. Christianity is glorious whatever the circumstances, 
and Christ likewise, and every conversion points to 
the power of God. As Calvin said: “that we who were 
deceived by the subtlety of the Serpent might be saved 
by the foolishness of God” (1 Cor. 1:21,25). 
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Children are a precious gift from God. Though 
they are considered unimportant in the eyes of 
the world, and all too often regarded as a burden 

in modern society, each child has a precious undying 
soul, and the value of the conversion of a soul cannot be 
measured (James 5:20). Ultimately, the way a church 
views its children reveals its view of the Saviour, for 
Christ said, “Whoso shall receive one such little child 
in my name receiveth me” (Matt. 18:5).

Children are therefore welcome in church, and 
their presence there is right and proper. They heard 
the preaching of the Lord Jesus, and some responded, 
believing in Him (Matt. 18:6). They are therefore 
eternally saved, according to the declared will of 
their Father in Heaven that not one of these believing 
children “should perish” (Matt. 18:14). Thus we learn 
that when we gather for public worship, children must 
have their place in our midst – to hear, to learn, and, if 
it be God's will, to believe to their soul’s salvation.

In particular, the children of believing parents have 
a solemn duty to be present when possible: they are 
members of the Church. Let us consider that truth.

1. The Doctrine
The children of believing parents are already part of 
the family of God. They grow from branches grafted 
into the tree of salvation (Rom. 11:17); to them is the 
Gospel promise specifically directed (Acts 2:39); in their 
experiences are the highest privileges of godly example 
and instruction (2 Tim. 3:15); and upon them therefore 
the duty of faith is most urgently pressed (Ps. 78:5-8). 
Their parents have taken solemn vows on their behalf, 
pledging that they will believe in Jesus, and the mark of 
baptism has been conferred, indicating, and pledging, 
the moral cleanness before God that the observance of 
such vows by these children will confer in Christ.

Baptism is nothing less than a covenant, and 
the children baptised are rightly called ‘covenant 
children’, promised to the Lord. They are as much 
a part of the visible Church as were the children of 
Israelite families in Old Testament times, covenanted 
to God in circumcision. As God said: “My covenant 
shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant” 
(Gen. 17:13). Baptism is the New Testament form 
of the Old Testament sacrament, symbolising the 
removal of sin from the faithful recipient, relieved 

from the need for shedding of blood by the fulfilment 
of Christ’s atoning death, but every bit as solemn. The 
two rituals are identical in what they signify (they are 
directly paralleled in Col. 2:11,12), and therefore they 
must be identical in application. Baptism is rightly 
administered to the whole family (Acts 16:15).

2. The Implications
Let Christian parents therefore be faithful to bring their 
children to Church, sharing the determination of the 
Psalmist regarding the Scriptures: “We will not hide 
them from their children, shewing to the generation to 
come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done” (Ps. 78:4). This is 
not the whole duty of Christian parenthood; children 
also need private instruction in the truth, family 
worship and godly example – but it is a start. For a 
covenant child to refuse attendance at the means of 
grace is a terrible disgrace, and an indictment of their 
parents’ weakness and lack of authority in the home. 
Once the child is truly an adult, the responsibility is 
theirs, but by then the habits of diligent attendance 
should be second nature (Prov. 22:6).

Further, let children be taught while they are young 
the solemn responsibility not just to attend public 
worship but to profit from it. Let them learn early to 
sit quietly, to sing, to listen attentively, and to reflect 
on the Word preached. Let sermons be discussed 
intelligently, in terms of what was taught, and what 
response is required. Let the children be questioned 
to see that they understand what is being preached, so 
that difficulties can be cleared.

And let churches delight in the attendance of 
covenant children; they should be welcomed and valued 
as the “heritage of the Lord” (Ps. 127:3). There is no bar 
to other means of reaching the young, such as Sabbath 
Schools, youth fellowships, camps and Scripture 
unions, but these must never become a replacement for 
the regular worship of the gathered Church.

3. The Practicalities
How can we ensure our children benefit from their 
time in Church? Consider a few practical points:

1. By simple profundity in our preaching. Depth 
of thought rarely requires excessively complex 
language. Long words and rambling sentences usually 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH
REV. ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD
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betray derived and ill-digested thoughts. The best 
sermons address every level of hearer, with simple, 
vivid descriptions that the child can grasp; richer 
doctrinal instruction opening new riches to the 
enquiring mind of the teenager and young adult; and 
searching, experimental applications that even the 
most seasoned believers must concede they are not 
past. The preaching of Christ reflected each of these 
characteristics. Preaching that ministers to children 
does not need to be dumbed down. The greatest 
preacher of modern times, C. H. Spurgeon, deliberately 
preached with the children of Stockwell Orphanage 
gathered immediately before the pulpit, and pitched his 
sermons at a level that an eight-year-old could follow; 
yet who could accuse Spurgeon of superficiality?

2. By high expectations of their response. Covenant 
children should regularly be told that they will bear the 
testimony of Christ in their own day. We must look with 
prayerful expectancy for the preached Word to bear 
fruit in their lives. Conversion is not merely something 
that happens to you, without prelude or reason: God 
uses means – and the preaching of the Word above all 
(1 Cor. 1:21). If children are taught and discipled well in 
the use of the means of grace, we may look expectantly 
for them to believe in Christ themselves. Too often, 
Christian families have professed Presbyterianism, 
but have raised their children as practical Baptists – 
as though they had no more basis or reason to expect 
them to follow the Lord than any other child. Expect 
your child to go astray, and you may well be proved 
right. Expect your child to be a man or woman of God!

3. By answering their questions. Children are 
hungry to learn and to understand the world. They ask 
questions, they think, and they drink in what they hear 
– both true and false. What is shaping your child’s mind? 
How can we be surprised that children grow up to reject 
what they hear preached if they learn that the Earth was 
formed by natural processes more than 4 billion years 
ago; that life originated in a primordial swamp; that 
man evolved from ape-like ancestors, and ultimately 
from single-celled organisms? One recent survey in the 
USA found that the single biggest factor in children from 
Christian families continuing in the faith was access to 
creationist literature in the home. We cannot expect our 
children to profit  from the preached Word if others have 
convinced them that it is untrue. Can you answer your 
children’s questions, or at least direct them to robust 
explanations why the Biblical account is reliable?

4. By feeding their minds. Children need positive 
encouragement to build the level of Scriptural 
understanding necessary to benefit from preaching. 
Get them into the practice of daily, independent reading 
of Scripture – just ten verses would do for a start. 
There are many sets of Bible reading notes available 

for children of all ages, which can help to steer them 
through difficult passages. Train them early in the 
practice of prayer. Teach them to use their Sabbaths 
well: Scripture and Catechism memorisation stores up 
treasure for the future; psalmody is always profitable. 
Ban technology on the Sabbath – unless you are positive 
that you know and control what it is being used for.

In terms of reading, there is an abundance of Christian 
literature for all ages. For younger children, there are many 
picture books available without pictures of Jesus – Carine 
and Catherine Mackenzie are particularly trustworthy. 
These stories build a foundation of Biblical knowledge. 
Older children can tackle lively Christian biographies 
such as the ‘Trailblazers’ series from Christian Focus, and 
good fiction writers like Patricia St. John, Lloyd Douglas 
and Douglas Bond, though parents must use discernment 
with any writer. Such works engage as stories, while 
building the child’s understanding of what it means 
to live as a Christian in this world. C. S. Lewis’s ‘Narnia’ 
series is not suitable for Sabbath reading, as the Christian 
themes are not always overt, but such books are superior 

to purely secular literature for other days of the week. 
Older teenagers can be steered towards profitable church 
history and biography (Iain H. Murray is always readable 
and edifying, as are Murdoch Campbell and Faith 
Cook), devotional works like Pilgrim’s Progress (good 
abridgements are available) or anything by Spurgeon, 
and even into some theology, such as Pink’s Sovereignty 
of God or John Murray’s Redemption Accomplished and 
Applied. These resources will develop the young person’s 
understanding, and ability to profit from preaching.

Conclusion
You as a parent cannot convert your children. But 
you can teach them the truth, train them in the 
use of the means of grace, above all the preached 
Word, and guide their early steps in the world. We 
as churches can welcome and value our children, 
pray for their conversion, and ensure that we are 
not placing unnecessary barriers in the path of their 
understanding. May the Lord grant a full harvest 
amongst our covenant children!

PRACTICAL RELIGION / CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH

“If children are taught 
and discipled well in the 
use of the means of grace, 
we may look expectantly 
for them to believe in 
Christ themselves.”
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TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY
THOMAS BUCHANAN

PRACTICAL RELIGION

(Mr Buchanan is a final year student in the Free Church 
Seminary.)

Just like the toughest endurance race the world can 
offer, nothing can really prepare you for entering a 
period of mature theological study. The eagerness 
with which one commences his Seminary education 

is soon dampened under the load of disciplines that the 
student is to master. This was my personal experience 
even with the preparatory study that I had over a 
number of years before I entered our Seminary. The 
picture I had of sitting in my ivory tower surrounded by 
my Reformed and Puritan works soon dissipated, but 
thankfully the love of studying the things of God did not.

This is the strange thing about training for the 
ministry; even with all the demands upon the student, 
the delight to be doing what he is doing remains. The 
demands upon a student training for the ministry have 
always been real but are also necessary. This sentiment 
was expressed by Samuel Miller in a lecture delivered 
at the Opening of the Summer Session of Princeton 
Seminary, New Jersey, in 1829. Miller stated: “that every 
candidate for the holy ministry who desires to serve 
the church of Christ in the most acceptable and useful 
manner; who wishes to be a rich and extensive blessing 
in his generation; who would be suitably prepared to 
meet the character and the demands of the age in which 
he lives – ought by all means, if possible, to go through a 
regular and mature course of preparatory study...”

Seminary Experience
I can safely say that this has been my experience in 
training for the ministry. With the demand not only of 
Seminary exams, but also that of Presbytery and the 
Training of the Ministry Committee, the training has 
been robust but necessary, gruelling but rewarding, 
difficult but enjoyable. The training has ranged across 
the entire loci of Reformed theology, including the 
biblical languages. With such a broad range of study, 
it became evident early in my Seminary training that 

it was an imperative upon me to study prayerfully and 
devotionally, no matter the subject. Failure to study 
with both head and heart is spiritually detrimental to 
the student.

In Mark 1:17 we read the words of Jesus to Simon 
and Andrew by the Sea of Galilee: “Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men”.  We 
notice that these disciples were called by the Saviour 
in order that he would make them preachers of the 
gospel. He not only called them but equipped them for 
this great purpose of preaching. Now, I can say that this 
is a truth which has been continually emphasised to me 
throughout my Seminary training. Even though growth 
in theological knowledge comes with the training, the 
end goal of the training should not be lost; that by this 
means the Saviour would make us to become fishers 
of men. I feel that the goal of the Seminary has been to 
make me first and foremost a preacher of the gospel.

An element of my Seminary training that I have 
greatly appreciated is its Confessional consistency. 
No matter the discipline being studied, the assurance 
and confidence with which I was able to study it was 
greatly enhanced by the evident presence of our 
Confessional standards. If unqualified subscription 
to the Confessional standards is the need of the day, 
then I would expect no less in training for the ministry. 
It would be remiss of me not to give mention of my 
appreciation for instructive, helpful and patient 
lecturers. In speaking over the past three years with 
those already in the ministry, I have come to realise 
that this is not always the experience of a seminary 

“I can testify to the truth 
of the statement that the 
more one learns, the less 
one thinks one knows.”
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(Taken from a new booklet by the author entitled ‘Daily 
Readings For the Depressed’, which is reviewed in this 
issue. This is the first of sixty-one readings.)

“I was afraid...and I hid myself” (Genesis 3:10)

Adam by his sin plunged himself into a new 
condition. It was a new experience and it 
made him afraid. He had lost his happiness 

and he did not know how to get it back. The roots of 
deep misery and sad helplessness were now going to 
affect everyone descended from him. Human nature 
now has latent depression, with several possible 
mental, physical and social triggers. For many it is 
not triggered, but for some it is. Adam was frightened 
and did not want to come out – he was afraid to. He 
wanted to hide, to be alone. God called him out to meet 
Him. But Adam’s religion was damaged now too, and 
no doubt he came out slowly, head down. His posture 

PRACTICAL RELIGION / TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY

student. It seems that my Seminary experience has 
been just one large and long exam. I can testify that 
with each exam His grace has been sufficient for me.

Personal Experience
My personal experience is one that has been greatly 
aided by the structure of our Seminary course. Being a 
married (mature) Seminary student with four children, 
and holding down a job, has been difficult at times, but 
a full-time course performed partly on a long distance 
basis means that one can work at an hour unseemly to 
some but peaceful to others! The personal challenges 
of training for the ministry were evident very quickly, 
and the feeling of inadequacy seemed to be a constant 
companion. I can testify to the truth of the statement 
that the more one learns, the less one thinks one knows.

As a family we have much for which we are 
thankful. Over the past three years the Lord has kept 

us, providing for and blessing us. Our testimony is that 
of David: “for the Lord sustained me” (Ps. 3:5). Each 
month the travelling from the family home has been 
hard on all, although the trips to Inverness have been 
made easier for me as dear friends have made it a 
home away from home. A companion along the pilgrim 
road has been a great source of encouragement; hills 
of difficulty climbed with my fellow student.

As the final exit exams of my Seminary training 
draw near, the feeling of my own inadequacy 
increases. I can remember being told at my first 
meeting with the Session that nothing is promised 
at the end of my training. With this understanding I 
commenced my training for the ministry, and it is with 
this understanding that by God’s help I will complete 
my training. I do hope and pray that the Lord is now 
preparing a flock for me to shepherd. We shall wait 
and pray, trusting in the Lord of the harvest.

showed his sadness, and he was also saying things he 
would not have said before he changed.

The depressed person is tempted to feel inferior, 
and Satan is ready to reinforce that. Paul reminds us 
that one of Satan’s ‘strategies’ (2 Cor. 2:11) is to drive 
the sinner towards despair, and give him or her no hope 
of escape. We have to remember that depression is a 
possible experience for everyone, even the strongest, 
even for a man after God’s own heart, the man who 
wrote down Psalm 42. However his experience did not 
diminish God’s eternal and unchangeable love for him.

There is no quick fix or DIY answer to depression: 
there are mysterious aspects and serious differences 
of opinion regarding treatment. The Bible shows that 
Christians are not exempt from this condition, and 
this is a baseline fact. Do you see yourself in Adam’s 
condition? Adam was received back by God, and given 
a promise about a Deliverer. Therefore, your hope 
remains.

I WAS AFRAID
REV. JAMES CLARK
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We are hearing it more and more, aren’t we? 
In the news, social media and our state 
schools, everyone is talking about ‘equality’. 

It is spoken of something we must achieve to make a 
better world. Pressure is put upon us to be ‘tolerant’ 
and ‘accepting’, and to regard all human beings as 
‘equal’. However, no-one seems to define these terms 
properly. They appear to be empty words!

Let us check the Scriptures to see what they say. We 
owe it to our school friends, work colleagues and family 
members. We need to be able to give a biblical, Christian 
response to the confusion which exists in today’s world.

In what ways are we equal?
Obviously, mankind was made in the image of God. 
Adam and Eve were given dominion over all the 
creatures that God made alongside them (see Shorter 
Catechism Q/A 10), and were commanded to multiply, 
and fill the earth. Since then man has developed new 
countries and cultures, but one thing remains true of 
us all: we have been made of one blood (Acts 17:26). 
God gave us life from our conception – life which we 
all have an equal, God-given right to, whatever our 
nationality, age or gender.

We are also all equal as sinners. A well-known verse 
is Romans 3:23, which is worth memorising. While we 
can all claim to be God’s image-bearers, that image 
has been marred by our sin and rebellion. We all fell 
in Adam, and continue to add to our sin debt daily, 
due to our sinful nature. Because of this, we all equally 
need God’s grace and mercy daily. God does not owe 
any man, woman or child anything: all that He gives 
us comes from His free lovingkindness, for which we 
should all be equally thankful!

Finally, believers are all equal in Christ. If you are 
going to memorise Romans 3:23, then memorise the 
next verse as well! The saving grace of God in Jesus 
Christ is what unites the true church of God in all ages. 
If you read verses like Romans 10:12 and Galatians 
3:28, you can see that it is being a believer in Christ that 
saves, not being a Jewish believer, a male believer or a 
female believer. Our background makes no difference. 
Manasseh is every bit as saved as Daniel, and Paul as 
John, because the same Christ saved them all.

So in our creation, in our nature, and in Christ, we 
find true, meaningful equality. These facts leave no 
room for boasting from anyone.

In what ways are we distinct?
It is just as important to know how we differ from each 
other. The first thing we might think of, because we 
see it every week, is the different roles in the Church. 
God has told us that only men are to take office in 
the Church, while also giving instructions for women 
in other areas of church life. Men are forbidden to 
wear a headcovering in worship, whereas women 
are told to. Differences are found in the home and 
the workplace too. God has given instructions to 
employers, employees, fathers, mothers and children. 
We all fall under one or more of these categories, and 
therefore have different roles and responsibilities to 
fulfil. Let us make sure we do this as the Bible tells 
us to!

We also have different personalities and skills. 
Some people are naturally gifted to do certain things, 
while others are not, yet all will be gifted in something. 
You see people who have a talent for witnessing to 
Muslims, or are great at translating other languages, or 
are brilliant at running a business. You will have your 
own abilities and interests, but whatever you choose 
to do, be sure to do it for God’s glory!

Finally, we have different levels of accountability. We 
will all stand before God one day, to account for what 
we have done in this life (Rom. 14:12). Unbelievers 
who come to church will be held more accountable 
than people who never come to church, and Christians 
who have a lot than Christians who have nothing. It 
depends on what you do with whatever God has given 
you.

What does this mean for society?
There are people who are very busy trying to remove 
the Bible from our land, and many would be happy to 
see it go. Yet the plain fact is that it is the abandoning of 
Scripture which is leading to all this moral and spiritual 
confusion which we see! The Bible has always had the 
answers to these things, and the more a country or 
culture puts the Bible aside, the worse these problems 
will get.

Do not be afraid as a believer to say that the 
damage which results from ignoring the Bible can 
only be repaired by returning to the Bible. The Lord 
has worked wonders in previous generations, through 
men, women, boys and girls who prayed and worked 
faithfully to uphold His truth.

YOUTH FOCUS

WHAT’S ALL THIS ABOUT EQUALITY?
KEVIN N. MACDONALD
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Building Work in Vavuniya (Rev. James MacInnes)

The generous response to the building appeal 
has greatly encouraged our missionary pastor 
and his congregation in Sri Lanka. At the time of 

writing the work is proceeding, with the expectation 
that before the beginning of May it will be possible for 
the congregation to move from their present location, 
without any interim measure.

There is real enthusiasm to see the work completed 
as quickly as possible, although it is acknowledged that 
some finishing work will have to be completed after 
the move. The new owner of the original property 
intends to redevelop the site and has actually begun 
some clearance work, so it will be a great relief to move 
from a scene of destruction to one of construction.

One challenge has been the recent excessive 
temperatures, even for Sri Lanka, with two men from 
the congregation needing hospital care after labouring 
through the hottest part of the day.

The planning authority is now satisfied with the 
redesigned facilities, though it will still be necessary 
to convince them to upgrade the shared access road. 
Only main roads are surfaced (after a fashion), and 
the compacted grit has been washed into a deep rut 
that weaves dangerously between both wheel tracks. 
A matter of indifference, perhaps, for wandering cattle, 
but the road is only just negotiable by motorbikes and 
trucks.

Of course, congregational life does not stand 
still meanwhile. A friend of the congregation, who 
is an elder in a Singaporean church, is generously 
funding a three-day camp where forty young adults 
from the congregation will enjoy time relaxing, as 
well as studying the Scriptures. As part of their own 
development, three young men have responsibility for 
much of the planning.
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CHURCH NEWS

Also in April, a Communion Season is due. These 
will be some of the final services in the present 
building, after which it will be dismantled, and the 
metal sheeting sold for scrap. While this might seem 
an ignoble end for a building in which, under God, 
the work of the gospel advanced significantly, it is 
a practical step in the further development of the 
congregation.

Please continue to pray for this vital work, for Rev. 
Partheepan and his flock.

Financial Support for USA Ministers 
(Mr Charles Greenewald)

The Presbytery of the United States has established 
a Committee for Ministerial Financial Support 
with the goal of providing assistance to those 

ministers currently unable to receive a full stipend 
from their congregations, and toward their vision of 
having full-time ministers for all our congregations. 
The Presbytery are thankful to God that all four of its 
congregations are presently settled with ministers, 
but only two of these are presently able to support a 
pastor full time.

It is our deep conviction that the chief function of 
the Church is to preach the Word of God, and therefore 
we are concerned to provide financially for our 
ministers in such a way that they can be free of other 
employment to give themselves to this great task. It is 
the ordinary Biblical model that those who preach the 
Gospel should “live of the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).

Those congregations whose minister is engaged 
in other employment would reap rich benefits from 
having their pastor freed up to give himself to the 
work of the ministry and pastoral care. With the 
pastors freed to engage full time in this work, the 
potential for seeing the work(s) progress would 

The new church building at 
Vavuniya in its early stages

Rev. Partheepan and his wife Dinogee
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be greater, as they would be able to establish and 
develop new contacts.

It is the Presbytery’s desire to see her existing 
congregations consolidated with a view to planting 
further congregations from a position of greater 
strength. According to this model, the congregations 
who might benefit from financial assistance now may 
in turn be able to provide for others in the future.

The Presbytery of the USA are therefore seeking 
to raise from supporters in the USA funds to support 
those ministries within its bounds which are presently 
carried out on a tentmaking basis. Please pray for this 
venture.

Ayr Opening Service (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

The Ayr congregation are holding a special service 
to mark the recent acquisition of their place of 
worship. The service will be held on Saturday 

18th May beginning at 2.00pm (D.V.), at 7 Lindsay 
Street, Ayr, KA8 9QE. The Moderator-Designate, Rev. 
William Macleod (Knightswood), has been invited to 
preach.

A warm welcome is extended to all to mark this 
milestone in the history of the congregation. There will 
be refreshments and a time of fellowship afterwards.

More details are available from the Interim 
Moderator Rev. Andrew R. Allan (Partick).

Christian Education Conference (Rev. Richard Ross)

The Welfare of Youth & Education Committee have 
organised a Christian Education Conference to 
be held in Partick Free Church (Continuing), 

2-4 Thornwood Terrace, G11 7QZ, on Friday 24th May 
2019, at 7.00pm (D.V.). The speakers expected are 
Dr James Wanliss (USA) on ‘The Profit of Christian 
Education’, and Mr Christopher Reeder (USA) on ‘The 
Pitfalls of Christian Education’. All are welcome and 
light refreshments will available afterwards.

Western Isles Bible Conference (Rev. Graeme Craig)

The Annual Western Isles Bible Conference takes 
place, God willing, from Friday 7th to Sabbath 
9th June at Stornoway FC(C). This year the 

preacher expected is Rev. Roy Mohon of Stockton 
Presbyterian Reformed Church, Co. Durham, England. 
His theme will be ‘Preaching and  Spiritual Renewal’. 
The Friday service is at 7.30pm, with those on Saturday 
at 2.00pm and 6.30pm. There will be a time for tea 
and fellowship between the addresses on Saturday. 
The Sabbath services are at 11.00am and 6.00pm. It is 
hoped that these meetings will prove most beneficial 
and a warm welcome awaits all.

CHURCH NEWS

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

Highland Bible Conference (Rev. James Clark)

This year’s Highland Bible Conference is to take 
place on Saturday 10th August 2019, in the 
Westhill building, Culloden Road, Westhill, 

Inverness, IV2 5BP, from 1.00pm to 4.00pm (D.V.). The 
price for adults is £3 and children are free. The theme is 
‘The Centrality of the Cross’ and the speakers expected 
are Rev. Harry Woods (Beauly) on ‘The Preaching of the 
Cross’, and Rev. James Clark (Inverness) on ‘The Offence 
of the Cross’. Light refreshments will be available 
between the two lectures. All are welcome.

India needs a Breakthrough against Hindu 
Nationalism 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

India's 2019 general election will take place in 
seven phases from 11 April  to 19 May. The new 
parliament will be announced on 23 May. The Hindu 

nationalist BJP has ruled with a simple majority for the 
past five years. Its electoral success is the culmination 
of decades of strategic advance by highly organised 
Hindu nationalist forces. Hindu nationalism exploits 
religion for political gain. It seeks to unite Indians as 
Hindus and is deeply hostile to Christianity, which it 
demonises as a threat to national security and social 
cohesion. Wherever Hindu nationalism advances, 
communalism and violent persecution of Christians 
escalates. Hindu nationalism is even making headway 
in areas where Christianity has long been established 
and/or is growing. Please pray for the Church in India 
and for a breakthrough against Hindu nationalism.  

Quote

“Love to Christ is the noblest love. Love to 
pleasures, to the world, to sin, is base, 
polluted love, this most sublime and raised; 

it hath the noblest and the highest object, it carrieth the 
soul in his thoughts and meditations after Him into the 
highest heavens, and hath complacency in the highest 
degree, and shall have for ever the highest reward.”
Thomas Doolittle
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SCOTLAND’S CENSUS

Argument over sex question

AScottish Government Bill to amend the Census 
Act 1920, to enable information on gender 
identity and sexual orientation to be collected, 

has caused some controversy. A Policy Memorandum 
published by the Scottish Parliament suggested that 
in the compulsory sex question the 2021 census 
should have a third option in addition to ‘male’ or 
‘female’, namely ‘non-binary’. The Holyrood committee 
scrutinising the proposed legislation, which is chaired 
by SNP MSP Joan McAlpine, rejected this, chiefly 
because of a lack of consultation, particularly with 
women’s groups. We would have preferred better 
reasoning, but are thankful for this decision. There is 
to be a voluntary question on gender identification for 
people who identify as ‘trans’ and ‘non-binary’.

Joan McAlpine has received abuse from ‘transgender’ 
activists for daring to argue that the question on sex 
should reflect biology rather than psychology (the 
latter is behind the craze for ‘self-identification’). 
Gregory Murray, an SNP councillor in Dundee, used 
social media to denounce McAlpine, calling her, among 
other things, “trash”. He has even threatened to have 
McAlpine deselected. What we see here, as elsewhere 
in the UK, is the aggressive promotion of a minority 
view which is now being forced upon everyone, 
irrespective of science or sincerely-held beliefs. There 
is a vociferous movement in our society which is 
determined to reshape our entire culture into its own 
ungodly image.

Christians must face the fact that irrationality is fast 
becoming acceptable. There is a case currently before 
the courts where a female, who has self-identified as 
male, has undergone fertility treatment which has 
resulted in pregnancy. According to the law, every child 
is registered with the mother’s name. This individual 
has gone to court to overturn the law, so that she 
can have herself named as the ‘father’. Should she be 
successful, for the first time in our history a child would 
be registered without a mother. The implications are 
horrendous. In years to come, the ability to trace one’s 
ancestors would become virtually impossible.

It is essential that we pray for common sense to 
triumph over irrational, selfish and sinful aspirations, 
and that the Church is clear on these issues. To remain 
silent is to capitulate. Scripture warns against those 
who “call evil good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20). We live 
in the sort of age when many do that, yet we have the 
unchanging promise that Christ’s kingdom of truth 
and righteousness shall prevail.

MANIFESTOS

Promises should be kept

We cannot ignore the sad state of our UK 
Parliament and of our politics in general. 
What has happened since the referendum 

on the UK’s membership of the European Union 
nearly three years ago has been very revealing. Most 
of our present MPs wanted to remain in the EU, and 
have struggled to come to terms with the decision to 
leave. A sizeable number of them have used whatever 
means they can to undermine and even reverse the 
result, despite promises that the decision would be 
respected. Their actions have served only to strengthen 
the cynical attitude towards our political class which 
exists among the public.

Promises from politicians are a familiar feature 
of election campaigns, when the different political 
parties publish their manifestos, with the aim of 
gaining the support of the electorate. A ‘manifesto’ 
is a document in which a party states its principles 
and policies, and declares what it will do to improve 
the lot of the individual and improve society if it gets 
into government. Yet how often the promises made 
are simply not kept! Many of them should never have 
been made in the first place, being beyond man’s 
ability to deliver. While our politicians no doubt 
intend to make our country better, they actually 
make it worse, because they disregard the law of 
God.

The church has a manifesto too, as is evident 
in the words of Moses to Hobab: “come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good: for the Lord hath 
spoken good concerning Israel” (Num. 10:29). Her 
manifesto is the Bible, which is eternal truth, being 
written for her by God and making known His will 
and His works. Above all it contains the gospel, with 
promises of salvation for all who trust and follow 
Jesus Christ. The “better country” promised in the 
Bible is heaven (Heb. 11:16), and that promise will 
never be broken because it is made by the Lord 
Himself. It is the church’s duty to proclaim this good 
news to sinners without ceasing.

There is a sense in which individual churches have 
their own manifesto, in the form of their confession 
of faith. Sadly many churches are abandoning the 
scriptural doctrines and practices found in their 
creeds, in an attempt to win the world, but this will 
not do anyone any good. We must continue to believe 
and preach the whole counsel of God, even as we 
have promised to the Lord, looking to Him to fulfil His 
gracious promises to us.

COMMENT
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(The last of four articles, based on addresses given at the 
US Presbytery’s Family Conference in August 2018.)

Standing on the pavement, we watched as twenty-
two men, purportedly suspended from the ministry 
of the Free Church of Scotland, left the Assembly 

Hall. It was the largest mass suspension of ministers 
in Scotland since 1662: they had been forbidden to 
preach, and if they accepted the discipline, would have 
to sit in the pews and watch hostile preachers take over 
their pulpits. This they would not do. Together, we sang 
Psalm 46; and proceeded to the Magdalen Chapel, for 
the reconstitution of the Free Church of Scotland. Why 
were we there? Was it just a battle over one man, or was 
this the proclamation of Christ’s Kingship?

1. The History
During the twentieth century, the Free Church of 
Scotland was able to maintain a witness for Christ. It 
was much smaller than before 1900, and chiefly based 
in the Highlands, but maintained a College, a magazine, 
foreign missions in South Africa, India and Peru, and 
faithful Gospel preaching in churches throughout the 
country. In a century of secularisation, the Free Church 
declined numerically, yet maintained its witness.

Within one Church, there were tensions. Some 
ministers favoured cooperation with the Church of 
Scotland, campaign-style evangelism as promoted by 
Billy Graham, and identified as general evangelicals rather 
than as distinctively Reformed. While public worship 
remained unaccompanied psalmody, many camps, youth 
meetings, and fellowship gatherings adopted guitars and 
choruses in the years leading up to 2000.

Some in the Free Church looked with enthusiasm on 
the ministry of Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and on the work of 
the Banner of Truth Trust in stimulating an interest in 
Reformed theology and Puritan literature. Others spoke 
rather of cultural engagement. They preferred informality 
in worship, with less emphasis on sin and judgment, and 
on such obligations as Sabbath observance. There was a 
spectrum, but as late as 1990 it was still one Church.

2. The Problem
A matter arose in the 1990s that polarised the Church, 
fatally undermining its unity. It involved allegations 

of sexual impropriety levelled against one prominent 
minister in the Church, who served as a Professor in the 
College. He began to position himself as the champion 
of the ‘progressive’ section in the Free Church, and 
consequently secured support that would defend him 
at all costs. In the early 1990s, a number of women 
complained to the Church that the minister had made 
improper advances towards them. The matter caused 
intense controversy within the Church. By a majority in 
1995, the General Assembly determined not to pursue 
investigation of the complaints through the disciplinary 
processes of the Church. Thereafter, five women took 
their complaints to the Police, and the minister in 
question was charged with several counts of sexual 
assault, and tried at Edinburgh Sheriff Court in 1996.

Throughout this public process, the Professor was not 
suspended, and continued to lecture, preach and write. 
With considerable financial support, he assembled an 
exceptional legal team led by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Advocates. He denied any sinful conduct towards the 
women. His defence was that the women were liars; the 
accusations were the result of a conspiracy against him 
by some who wished to ‘bring him down’. Ministers were 
named and accused as conspirators with no opportunity 
to testify in court. Sadly, the Sheriff accepted these 
allegations, and repeated them from the bench.

The case resulted in the Professor’s acquittal. He 
immediately launched a media campaign demanding 
that his opponents be dismissed from their positions in 
the Church – clerkships and committee memberships – 
though not, crucially, actually disciplined, which would 
give them an opportunity to defend themselves against 
his allegations of conspiracy. When three courageous 
men on the Training of the Ministry Committee 
demanded in 1997 that further allegations be 
investigated, they were censured and dismissed from 
the Committee by a majority in the General Assembly.

Meanwhile, the Professor became more radical in 
his theological assertions. He published a volume on 
the doctrine of Christ that taught that God the Father 
‘suffered’ as Christ was on the Cross, and that Christ 
took a ‘risk’ in dying there. These were grievous errors. 
He openly rejected the Confessional doctrine of the 
Papal Antichrist and called for hymns and instruments 
in worship, in contradiction of his ordination vows.
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3. The Stand
Was this situation acceptable? Consider that Christ is 
King in Church discipline. Discipline is a mark of the 
true Church, and must be maintained. It will benefit the 
recipient if rightly applied, but that is not the primary 
purpose. Rather, it serves the Glory of God in general, 
and the purity of the bride of Christ in particular. Christ 
as King requires such action (Matt. 18:17); He wrote 
by Paul to command it in Corinth (1 Cor. 5:5), and by 
John to demand it in Pergamos (Rev. 2:14).

It was not malice that moved the minority to demand 
that allegations be formally investigated. Rather, they 
called for this as they saw what they believed to be 
direct breaches of the ninth commandment in court; as 
they heard what they believed to be credible allegations 
of breaches of the seventh commandment; as they 
were offended at erroneous, arguably even heretical, 
statements being made; and as they noted the breaking 
of ordination vows with regard to purity of worship.

These ministers formed a Free Church Defence 
Association (FCDA). They disseminated information 
and encouraged adherence to the full doctrine of 
the Confession, the ‘old paths’ of godly conduct, and 

Reformed principles of worship. They continued to 
work constitutionally through church courts: one elder 
brought a petition to the Assembly, and libels against 
the Professor were brought to his Presbytery; yet both 
cases were thrown out on alleged technicalities by a 
majority determined to protect their champion.

The situation escalated badly in 1999. The 
Stornoway congregation split over an invitation to the 
Professor to preach, and Rev. Maurice Roberts was 
purportedly suspended from the ministry for refusing 
to withdraw some strong words (including a word he 
did not actually use) of condemnation of the actions of 
the majority at the General Assembly, which resulted 
in a split in the Inverness Greyfriars congregation. 
Church courts were in many places divided into two 
parties; the atmosphere was febrile.

4. The Test
In October 1999, the Commission of Assembly threw 
down a gauntlet: the FCDA was banned, and to hold 
office in it was declared incompatible with office in 
the Free Church. Would these men obey the majority 
or Christ? Their stand was for His Kingship, and 
their answer was clear: thirty-two ministers took 

up nominal office as vice-chairmen in the FCDA. The 
result was a mass issuing of libels in terms of the 
Greater Excommunication (which places a person 
outwith the visible Church) in December 1999, on a 
charge of contumacy. On 20 January 2000, twenty-two 
ministers, who had answered the libel in person, were 
suspended from the exercise of the ministry. They 
walked out of the building, and out of the fellowship of 
their brethren in the majority.

The dissenting ministers did not secede from the 
Free Church. They left the Commission to reconstitute 
it elsewhere. The Declaration of Reconstitution stated 
that the majority had been “treating as contumacious 
any conscientious inability to give obedience” to 
Assembly findings, contrary to the Westminster 
Confession (31:4); that they had “breached fundamental 
principles of equity and natural justice”, contrary to the 
Confession (19:5); and that they had contravened and 
subverted the “principles of church discipline set out in 
the [obligatory] Form of Process”. These actions were 
breaches of the Free Church’s Constitution, illegitimate, 
devoid of authority, and not to be regarded.

It is true that in January 2000 the majority had not 
changed the wording of the constitution of the Free 
Church of Scotland. However, they had broken it, by 
imposing unconstitutional, and indeed unscriptural, 
obligations on the Church’s office bearers. Either the 
FCDA men had to cease to demand the exercise of 
church discipline, or they must themselves accept 
unwarranted suspension from their duties. Either 
course would be disobedient to Christ. It was an 
extraordinary position in which they were placed. 
Even in the darkest days of the nineteenth-century 
Free Church, the Assembly had never interfered with 
the right of minorities to engage in ‘continued protest’ 
against decisions they believed to be unconstitutional. 
The denial of this right was in itself a fundamental 
breach, and a change in practice, of the constitution of 
the Free Church.

Conclusion
And so discipline was pronounced upon the twenty-
two faithful ministers in the Commission. To preserve 
the guilty, the innocent were cast out. The minority 
separated themselves, because the fulfilment of their 
ministerial vows in fellowship with the majority had 
been rendered impossible. They left a building, but not 
the Free Church of Scotland.

So for the Kingship of Christ, the Free Church  
(Continuing) went into the wilderness. The early years 
were challenging. Many believed the Church would 
prove financially unsustainable, but the Lord provided 
in remarkable ways. He has preserved a witness in 
Scotland, that Christ is King in Church discipline.

“To preserve the guilty, 
the innocent were cast 
out.”
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Daily Readings For the Depressed
James Clark, booklet, 64pp, £3.25. Available from 
Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson Books 
or direct from the author at Westhill Free Church 
(Continuing), Inverness.

This booklet is a balm for the troubled soul. 
Many modern publications aimed at those with 
mental health problems are often technical and 

overly clinical in their approach. This one is different.
Its approach is not to labour definitions of 

depression and the various causes of it, but to focus 
on the fact and the experiences of the cast-down 
child of God, whatever the causes thereof. It seeks to 
encourage those suffering and to direct them to the 
Scriptures as the best source of help, and to the Great 
Physician himself.

Its form is that of short, one-page studies on various 
portions of Scripture. This is so important because 
the depressed are often incapable of the sustained 
concentration required to read more. However these 
studies are read, the reader will find a helpful and 
sympathetic word addressed to them.

Some of the things which are dealt with are: being 
cast down, yet not knowing why; struggling with 
God’s providence; the guilt of sin; Satan’s temptations; 
loneliness; coping with life’s demands; post-natal 
depression; and many other circumstances besides.

I can highly 
r e c o m m e n d 
this booklet to 
any who are 
cast-down, and 
indeed to all 
others who have 
never known 
d e p r e s s i o n , 
but may find 
t h e m s e l v e s 
trying to help 
others who 
are going 
through such 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 
This little work 
may help us 
avoid being like 
Job’s comforters, and instead be those who lovingly 
bear one another’s burdens.

[A reading selected from the booklet is found on page 
11 of this issue]
Rev. Harry Woods

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

The Kingship of Christ
David Silversides, The Reformed Witness 
Committee, pbk, 179pp, £4.95

The present volume began as ten lectures given 
at a conference in Adelaide in 1999. The first 
chapter distinguishes Christ’s kingdom of 

power, in which 
as the exalted 
God-Man He 
rules over all in 
His providence, 
from His 
kingdom of 
grace, in which 
He applies the 
blessings of 
salvation to 
His people. 
The following 
chapter deals 
with Christ’s 
kingship over 
the individual, 
and considers 
the fall and 
man’s total 
dependence on saving grace.

In the next chapter on the family the author 
presents a strong defence of infant baptism. A helpful 
chapter on church government gives the case for 
Presbyterianism. When expounding Christ and 
worship, Mr Silversides argues convincingly for the 
regulative principle of worship. Helpful chapters 
explain Christ’s kingship over the workplace and in 
relation to the state.

The chapter on ‘Christ’s kingly overtures of mercy’ 
explains the free offer of the gospel. The identity of 
the Antichrist as the papacy is revealed in his chapter 
on ‘Christ’s kingship’s most outstanding denial’. The 
final chapter is on ‘Christ’s kingship vindicated in 
judgement’. A helpful appendix treats the parables of 
the kingdom.

This is a most helpful and comprehensive book. 
It is solidly biblical, and carefully and convincingly 
deals with many controversial subjects. David 
Silversides is a teacher at whose feet we could all 
profitably sit.
Rev. William Macleod

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
61 Plasterfield, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UR
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Mar 2018
£

4,500
5,358
6,000
4,350
2,300

22,508

0
3,000
1,000
6,000

10,000

1,432
2,400

300
4,500
6,000
4,800
6,000
2,000

27,432

7,804
4,600
4,229
2,100
5,400

20,905
45,038

4,350
1,900
4,950
4,500
4,500

20,200

1,000

126,178

10,228
0

136,406

0
136,406

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
4,941

20
0
0

4,961

80
0
0
0

80

120
0
0

10,000
0

2,548
0
0

12,668

0
0
0

1,280
0

1,342
2,622

1,554
0

180
0
0

1,734

0

22,066

0
0

22,066

0
22,066

Total to Mar 2019
£

4,500
5,000
7,000
4,350
2,760

23,610

0
0
0

4,500
4,500

1,560
0

100
4,800
6,900
4,800
5,000
2,000

25,160

6,735
4,750
4,400
3,150
5,600

18,741
43,376

4,500
2,600
5,950
4,500
4,500

22,050

990

119,686

12,507
31,837

164,030

0
164,030

Mar 2019
£

1,500
2,000
2,000
1,450

920
7,870

0
0
0

2,500
2,500

397
0
0

1,600
2,500
1,600
1,900

0
7,997

1,810
1,800
1,400
1,050
2,000
6,343

14,403

1,500
1,300
2,650
1,500
1,500
8,450

0

41,220

9,701
31,837

82,758

0
82,758

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
May       June     July
5     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s    2     Tarbat    7     Snizort
12  Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &    9     Poolewe & Aultbea   14  St Louis
       Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl    16  Bracadale, Brora   28  Atlanta
       23  Kiltearn    



“All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 
thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.”

Psalm 86:9

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

The new church building at Vavuniya with the roof in place


