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It is a wonderful thing to be a Christian, enjoying 
the ‘more abundant’ life which Jesus gives to His 
people (John 10:10). If we belong to Christ then 

we should be growing spiritually, and especially in the 
fundamental grace of faith. Love may be the greatest 
grace (1 Cor. 13:13) but, as Spurgeon reminds us, faith 
is “the root of all grace”, such that if we grow in faith, 
we will also grow in every other grace. A vigorous faith 
is profitable for the one who possesses it, but when our 
souls prosper the cause of Christ can only benefit too.

Saving faith is not of man: it is God’s mighty work in 
the soul. Having enabled them to believe, the Lord then 
builds up the confidence of His people. Paul describes 
Abraham as “the father of all them that believe” (Rom 
4:11): if we are his spiritual sons we should be aiming 
to follow in his steps, and to become as he was in the 
world, “strong in faith, giving glory to God” (v.20).

 
Knowing our Need
We will not grow in faith unless and until we recognise our 
lack of faith. The apostles had to learn this lesson. Christ 
marvelled at the great faith of the centurion, who believed 
that the Lord’s word could heal his servant (Matt. 8:10), 
but chided the disciples for their little faith, in not trusting 
Him to still the storm (Matt. 8:26). He commended 
the woman of Canaan for her great faith (Matt. 15:28), 
because she persisted with her humble plea that He 
would deliver her daughter from a devil; shamefully the 
disciples were urging Him to send her away (v.23).

In the light of these things, it does not really come 
as a surprise that when the disciples were unable 
to cast out a devil from a young boy, and asked the 
Saviour the reason for this, He told them that it was 
because of their unbelief (Matt. 17:20). They were not 
unbelievers – apart from Judas Iscariot – for they had 
been effectually called and knew Jesus to be the Son 
of God and Messiah, but they were guilty of a degree of 
unbelief, as all the Lord’s people are on occasion. Yet 
in time Christ’s dealings with the disciples bore fruit.

Prayer
The first evidence of this fruit was in the request they 

made to Him, “Increase our faith.” (Luke 17:5) This 
should be our constant prayer. Yet the answer the 
disciples received from Christ intrigues us: “If ye had 
faith as a grain of mustard seed...” (v.6). Either their 
faith was very small indeed, or perhaps they were not 
exercising their faith as they ought to have done. Christ 
told them that if their faith had been greater, they could 
have commanded a tree to uproot and be planted in 
the sea, and it would have obeyed them. He gave them 
further encouragement when He said, “Have faith in 
God”, assuring them that if they did, they would be able 
to command a mountain to remove and be cast into the 
sea, and it would happen! (Mark 11:22,23).

Many of us can identify with the disciples in their 
weakness, and also with the man who said to the Lord 
tearfully, “I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” (Mark 
9:24) Are you something like that? You are sure that 
God is merciful and gracious, but you are not sure 
whether He can really be merciful and gracious to you. 
Put your trust in the Lord. John Kennedy said, “God will 
never fail under the leanings of faith”, and that includes 
faith which is beset by uncertainty. At the same time, 
ask the Lord to remove your doubts.

Preaching
Thomas Boston wrote that “divine faith is a believing 
of what God has revealed”. There can be no faith in God 
without a word from God. It has pleased God to make 
Himself known to us supremely in the Holy Scriptures, 
which is why David could say to the Lord, “Thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name” (Ps. 138:2). We 
believe the Scriptures to be divinely-inspired, infallible 
and inerrant, and the only rule to direct us. Faith is God’s 
gracious gift, but it is worked in us by His Spirit through 
the use of means, and the great means which the Lord 
has appointed for nourishing the faith of His people is the 
preaching of His word (Rom. 10:14,17). Many forget that. 
They seem to think that they can live and grow spiritually 
on a carnal diet, and sadly many churches are happy to 
provide them with the worldly fare they are seeking.

The Scriptures are all that we have for our faith in 
the things which are unseen and hoped for, yet they are 

EDITORIAL

INCREASE OUR FAITH
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all that we need. With God’s blessing upon them, they 
are able to make us “wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:15) If our faith in 
Christ is to grow, we must attend a church where the 
doctrines of the Bible are taught, and we must come to 
public worship with a spiritual hunger, receiving God’s 
word into our hearts with meekness. “As newborn 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2).

Providence
Divine providence has an important role in developing 
personal faith and holiness. The Lord gives obvious 
helps here – a Christian upbringing, a faithful ministry, 
a godly spouse – but there are other things the Lord 
does for our good which are not so easily recognised 
by us, and which may indeed be unwelcome at the 
time. We are thinking of the believer’s trials – the hard 
providences by which a true faith is tested. Peter says 
that the trial of our faith is “much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth” (1 Pet. 1:7); it serves God’s 
purpose of sanctification, in which our hearts and lives 
are purified from the dross of our sin in preparation 
for the world to come.

James goes as far as to say, “count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations” (James 1:2). The reason 
why believers should rejoice in such providences is, 
“the trying of your faith worketh patience.” (v.3) J.C. 
Ryle wrote: “Trials are intended to make us think, to 
wean us from the world, to send us to the Bible, to 
drive us to our knees.” In adversity the genuineness 
of our faith becomes apparent: while others may turn 
away from Christ, we continue with Him. Do you find 
that your afflictions bring you closer to the Lord? Are 
you becoming more dependent upon Him and more 
thankful for His grace and love? Trials are certain to 
come, because the Lord has appointed them, and it 
is a great comfort to the Christian to know that God 
employs them for his eternal benefit. “But he knoweth 

the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.” (Job 23:10)

The life which the believer lives out in this world 
has been compared to a tapestry. The coloured 
threads which make up the pattern of a tapestry are 
woven in and out of long plain threads: the latter are 
required for the forming of the pattern but are not 
visible in the finished article. In the same way, it is so 
often in connection with the difficult things believers 
experience throughout their lives that the manifold 
grace of God grace is most wonderfully displayed in 
them. In heaven there will be no dwelling upon our 
trials however: we will be wholly taken up with that 
“eternal weight of glory” which they have worked for 
us (2 Cor. 4:17).

Promises
To have faith in God is to have confidence in His 
ability, and in His willingness to act. This is where the 
promises of God come in. God has given undertakings 
in the Scriptures to encourage our faith. The central 
promise is the covenant. “I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.” (Ezek. 37:27) Contained within 
this one great promise are many particular promises, 
each sealed by the blood of Christ. God has never gone 
back on any of His promises, and indeed the very being 
of God may as well fail as His promises fail. We should 
let that fact sink in.

Our spiritual father Abraham walked the path of trust 
in God and obedience to His word. There were many 
events in his life which tried his faith. When Abraham 
and his wife Sarah were old, God promised them a son 
with whom He would continue His covenant. Abraham 
was tempted briefly to hope in his teenage son Ishmael 
instead, but the Lord strengthened him. Though his 
body was now ‘dead’, and likewise Sarah’s womb, by 
the wonder of divine grace Abraham was “not weak in 
faith” (Rom. 4:19); he was “fully persuaded that, what 
God had promised, he was able also to perform” (v.21), 
and soon Isaac was born!

Because God’s word is true, and because God keeps 
His promises, we have a sure foundation for our faith 
and hope. John Trapp wrote: “It is the nature of faith 
to believe God upon his bare word....It will not be, says 
sense; it cannot be, says reason; it both can and will be, 
says faith, for I have a promise.” Faith gets the victory, 
whatever obstacles are put in its path and whatever 
opposition it encounters. May the Lord bless us with a 
faith which is firm and flourishing.

September 20194
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(This piece is taken from Moor’s book ‘Counsels and 
Thoughts for the Spiritual Life of Believers’, which was 
published in 1882. We have no information on the 
author.)

Let the fact of the love and presence of Jesus 
influence your other thoughts about Him, and 
your converse and communion with Him. You do 

not make His presence and love a fact, by believing it. 
The fact exists already, and you have His word for it.

Faith Resting upon Facts
Many children of God think that, before they can have 
the realised joy of Christ’s presence, there must be a 
consciousness of His presence imparted to them by 
some spiritual impression upon their minds. But it 
is not so. It is simply by believing. In this matter the 
saying is true, “According to your faith be it unto you.” 
(Matt. 9:29) The restful joy results from the resting 
faith. The faith rests on the fact, as guaranteed by the 
Lord’s own word; and this is the most sure foundation 
for your faith.

Do not seek the joy directly, for it comes indirectly, 
and not by specially seeking for it. Simply rest in the 
fact that Jesus is with you; and contemplate Him 
in His assured presence and love. Let your mind 
habitually refer to His presence as with you always, 
and His love for you as unchanged; then rest, and 
peace will follow.

Thoughts Fixed upon Jesus
Furthermore, rest in the fact that you are a child of your 
heavenly Father, and that He will make all things work 
for your good; and as you thus contemplate these facts, 

and your mind increasingly and habitually reverts to 
them as facts, unquestioned facts, for which you have 
God’s own word, the resulting peace and joy will soon 
follow. So many believers look more for the experience 
of peace and joy, than they look to Jesus and His word, 
by which means alone that peace and joy comes. By 
making the desired experience most prominent, and 
making that their aim, many lose a joy that would 
otherwise be theirs.

“The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17); that is, 
shall live by trusting, simply trusting; trusting Jesus 
and His word; and the more this trusting becomes 
the habit of the soul, the more will peace and joy be 
the result. Do not then allow your thoughts to be fixed 
upon the desired joyful experiences; but upon the Lord 
Jesus Himself, and that relationship to Him which is 
yours, and for which you have His own faithful word.

Our Companion in Trials
The Lord’s way of helping His people in trial is most 
frequently not by removing the trial, but by Himself 
becoming their companion, and friend, and helper in 
it. Therefore the more sure way of blessing is to look to 
the Lord Jesus in the trial, to take it from His hand, and 
walk with Him in it.

The Lord did not still the waves and tempest at 
Peter’s cry, “Lord, save me” (Matt. 14:30), but He took 
him by the hand, and walked with him in the midst of 
the terrible uproar around; and Peter, doubtless, found 
those tempestuous waves a pathway of much blessing, 
because a pathway of fuller intimacy with his Lord, 
and more complete reliance upon Him. In trial and 
affliction especially, the soul’s thought should be, He 
holds me.

DEVOTIONAL

ENJOYING CHRIST’S PRESENCE
THOMAS MOOR



September 20196

The study of angels, or ‘angelology’, is important 
to Christianity.

The Hebrew and Greek words used for angels 
in Scripture both have the idea of ‘messenger’. We have 
references to Christ as “the messenger [Angel] of the 
covenant” (Mal. 3:1), and He is identified as the Angel 
that redeems (Gen. 48:16).

The Angel of the Lord
The term ‘angel of the Lord’ appears more than fifty 
times in the Old Testament, and on many occasions 
it is clear, although not always, that this figure has 
divine authority. In Genesis 16:10 we read: “And the 
angel of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed 
exceedingly...”. In Genesis 22:15-16 we see the Angel 
swearing by Himself: “And the angel of the Lord called 
unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, 
By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord...”.

In Exodus 23:20-21 we see the Angel receiving 
worship, and treated as only God could be (as is made 
clear in Revelation 19:10). “Behold, I send an Angel 
before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 
into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, 
and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not 
pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him.” In 
Exodus 13:21 the Lord is seen as being with His people 
as a pillar of cloud by day and by night as a pillar of fire, 
and in 14:19 the reference is to “the angel of God”.

There are many other similar references which 
would support the belief that the Lord, the second 
Person of the Trinity, made Himself known in this 
world before taking our nature and being born in 
Bethlehem. Some of these references can be found in 
Exodus 3, Numbers 22 and Judges 2, 6 & 13. References 
to “the angels of God” however, as in Genesis 32:1, are 
obviously to ordinary angels.

The Nature and State of Angels
The word ‘angel’ normally refers to spiritual creatures 
higher in rank than man. Most commentators are of 
the view that these angels were created by God within 
the ‘creation week’, and created as rational, moral and 
immortal beings. While we think of angels generally as 

being spiritual and ‘incorporeal’ (i.e. without material 
form), they may assume bodily form (see e.g. Genesis 
19, Matthew 16:27).

The angels were all created for God’s glory, but 
some fell. Unlike man, there is no place for repentance 
for such: “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell...” (2 Pet. 2:4); “And the 
angels which kept not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” 
(Jude 6) The angels which fell are referred to by Christ 
as the devil’s angels (Matt. 25:41).

Some commentators consider that Lucifer, as 
mentioned in Isaiah 14:12, “How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!” is no less than 
Satan, linking this verse to the reference found in Luke 
10:18, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” 
While this interpretation is maintained by many, and 
is not to be dismissed lightly, the majority Reformed 
view is that by Lucifer, the king of Babylon, whose 
royal glory and majesty outshone all other kings of the 
earth, is firstly intended, though doubtless he can be 
viewed at least as illustrative of Satan.

The Number and Work of Angels
There are literally thousands of angels. We are told 
this in Deuteronomy 33:2 and Matthew 26:53. In 
Revelation 5:11 we read that “the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands 
of thousands”. Yet while there are so many angels, 
and they undoubtedly have great power, they are 
nevertheless, as all creation, always subordinate to 
God and invariably do His will.

In the account in Genesis 28 of what is known as 
‘Jacob’s ladder’, we read of “the angels of God ascending 
and descending on” the ladder (v.12). John Gill says 
that this “may be expressive of the employment of 
angels in the affairs of Providence, who receive their 
commission from heaven, and execute it on earth...and 
of the ministry of them, both to Christ personal, and to 
his church and people, even to every particular believer.”

Most importantly for the Lord’s people, angels are 
said to be “ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for 

DOCTRINE

ANGELS (1)
REV. KENNETH MACDONALD
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John the Baptist’s father, and then to Mary, the Lord’s 
mother. In the second chapter of Matthew we read 
of how an angel, presumably Gabriel, spoke twice to 
Mary’s husband Joseph. In Daniel 9 it was as Daniel 
was speaking and praying that Gabriel appeared to 
him. He encourages Daniel and gives him a deeper 
understanding of the situation he found himself in 
and what God was still to do regarding His people’s 
captivity, but especially concerning the coming of the 
Messiah (Dan. 9:25ff.).

We are told in Scripture of two ‘ranks’ of angels, namely 
the cherubim and seraphim:

Cherubim
Cherubim seem to have a special connection with the 
holy presence of God and His throne. They are first 
mentioned in Genesis 3:24, guarding the entrance to 
Eden, Adam and Eve having been cast out of the garden. 
They are also mentioned in Ezekiel, and although they 
have a definite message to convey, it is especially by 
their actions, rather than their words: nowhere is there 
recorded for us anything spoken by them. Ezekiel’s 
vision of the cherubim with wheels, faces and wings 
is mysterious, and needs much study to decipher the 
message.

Perhaps the most familiar place where cherubim 
are thought of has to do with their portrayal over the 
Ark of the Covenant.

Seraphim
The seraphim are another order of angels created by 
God. The word ‘seraphim’ means ‘burning ones’. They 
are only mentioned as such in Isaiah 6, but it is most 
likely that the description we have in Revelation 4:7ff. 
also depicts them. In both these passages the seraphim 
are seen as expressing their reverence for God. In 
Revelation 4:8, “they rest not day and night, saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty”, and in Isaiah 6:3, 
with their faces and feet covered, they proclaim similar 
words. We see that, unlike the cherubim, the words of 
the seraphim are recorded for us.

them who shall be heirs of salvation” (Heb. 1:14). So 
we read: “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways.” (Ps. 91:11) We also read: 
“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares.” (Heb. 13:2)

Much as such unfallen beings are to be revered, they 
are but created creatures of God, and while powerful 
and impressive, with a particular holy ministry, they 
are not omniscient or omnipresent. The angels who 
continued faithful will return with Christ on the great 
day of judgment (Mark 8:38). In 1 Timothy 5:21 such 
are referred to as “the elect angels”.

The Names and Ranks of Angels
Two angels are named individually in Scripture:

Michael
Michael is identified by name in the following verses: 
Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1; Jude 9; Revelation 12:7.

In Jude he is specifically called “Michael the 
archangel”. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16, while Paul does 
not actually use the name Michael, the title “the 
archangel” seems to refer to him. Some commentators 
see Michael as supreme above all other angels, and 
other commentators, such as John Gill, see him as the 
Saviour Himself. While we do read in Jude that Michael 
says to Satan regarding the body and burial of Moses, 
“The Lord rebuke thee”, yet in support of the view that 
Michael is the Lord Himself, some would point out that 
the same words, as they are recorded in Zechariah 3:2, 
are spoken specifically by the Lord to Satan.

In what is recorded regarding Daniel’s encounter 
with Michael, the writer Stuart Olyott says: “Daniel saw 
the pre-incarnate Lord of glory.”

The reference in 1 Thessalonians to the archangel’s 
role at the second coming of the Lord, heralding His 
appearance on the great day of judgment, may indicate 
that Michael will accompany Christ, rather than that 
he is Christ.

In Revelation 12 we have the account of war 
in heaven, and Michael’s role in this. His place as 
‘supreme’ over all other angels may be supported by 
the statement in verse 7, “Michael and his angels”. His 
identity is mysterious, but it all indicates the significant 
and eminent role of Michael.

Gabriel
Gabriel is identified by name in the following verses: 
Daniel 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19,26. These references 
concern four different appearances of Gabriel.

Some writers refer to Gabriel as “God’s preaching 
Angel”. In Luke he came with a message to Zacharias, 

“Cherubim seem 
to have a special 
connection with the 
holy presence of God 
and His throne.”

DOCTRINE / ANGELS (1)
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“many were gathered together praying” (Acts 12:12)

This is the New Testament pattern for the church 
– to meet together for prayer. This is something 
which is rare nowadays and the consequence is 

the opposite of what we find in verse 24: “the word of 
God grew and multiplied.” The church can live without 
social fellowships but it cannot live and prosper 
spiritually without prayer meetings. This was and is the 
practice of Christ’s disciples, that they will give time for a 
matter which the Bible regards as important. The prayer 
meeting is the least-attended meeting in the church 
nowadays. It is common for some members, who do 
not have good reason, not to attend it at all and yet they 
presume to sit at the Lord’s Table: has such absence now 
been accepted as part of the required preparation?!

Frame of Mind
The Christian frame of mind is a devotional one. Too 
many professing Christians act as if the Lord was still in 
the sepulchre, unlike those in Acts 1:14, who “continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication”. We have an 
apt description of the church in Scotland in the words of 
Isaiah 43:22: “But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; 
but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel.” A people who 
do not gather for prayer to God (but for some other 
reason!) give no evidence of being in a saving relation 
to God. Such should not be sitting at the Lord’s Table, as 
they do not share the joy of David, and those like him, in 
approaching God, as we see in Psalms 84 & 122.

Matters for Prayer
What are the matters which should feature at the weekly 
prayer meeting?

1) Blessing upon the public worship and those 
who lead it, that God would indeed be glorified by the 
worship and the church edified (2 Thess. 3:1).

2) Remembrance of the sick and afflicted in the 
church (James 5:14).

3) Prayer that the weak and feeble of the flock 
would be strengthened and supported (Heb. 12:12).

4) Prayer that backsliders would be restored, 
rather than ignoring them or casting them off by lack 
of prayer (1 John 5:16; Gal. 6:1).

5) Remembrance of the troubled and tempted, of 
those powerfully assaulted by the devil and struggling 
to endure (1 Pet. 5:8,9).

6) Prayer that the disorderly and disobedient would 
be brought back to submit to Christ’s word as the Head 
of the Church (1 Thess. 5:14).

Promises of the Word
The promises of the Word of God should encourage us 
to meet together in prayer. Christ promises to be in the 
midst (Matt. 18:20). It is a means of grace to strengthen 
the weak and correct and humble the worldly and 
overconfident. It is also a testimony to the world of how 
much we value the Presence and worship of God. If we 
do not care about the worship of God, what message 
does this send to the world about the preciousness 
of Christ, when His ‘disciples’ have something more 
important to do than to worship?

The prayer meetings in Acts 1, 12, etc., were noticed by 
God and by others, as in Malachi 3:16. Notice how many 
deliverances come to the church in response to prayer. 
There is a need for a reviving of the church nowadays. All 
agree on this but few turn up to pray for it. There is no 
need for ‘special meetings’ for revival: the weekly prayer 
meeting is the place to pray. Moreover there is no merit in 
our gathering for prayer; it is a privilege for us ‘unprofitable 
servants’ to be there (Heb. 10:25; Luke 17:10).

Need of Reverence
There must be reverence at these meetings. It will be 
there if we remember whose Presence we are in. 
There should not be an overuse of the Divine Name, 
where every single sentence has “Lord, Lord, Lord...”. 
This was not the practice of the Lord Jesus or His 
disciples, and we should study their prayers if we are 
going to improve our own. We should meditate on 
which aspect of God’s character (and which particular 
Name by which He reveals Himself) is most suitable 
to our present needs, personal and ecclesiastical, and 
rightly apply it in prayer.

Moreover, if we were to be in the presence of the 
Queen, we would dress appropriately: let us not 
lower our standards when we come into the Presence 
of God. Let us not ‘dress down’, for God deserves the 
best from us. Let us not come before Him without 
forethought.

The great sin of the church in this age is 
prayerlessness. It is far more important to have 
fellowship with God than to have fellowship with our 
fellow-creatures.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE PRAYER MEETING
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Part of a sermon on the subject preached at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, on August 11, 1861.)

“And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed 
for his friends” (Job 42:10)

We endeavour to say something by way of 
encouragement, that you may cheerfully 
offer intercessory supplications.

Sweetest Prayer
Intercessory prayer is the sweetest prayer God ever 
hears. Do not question it, for the prayer of Christ is of 
this character. In all the incense which now our Great 
High Priest puts into the censer, there is not a single 
grain that is for himself. His work is done; his reward 
obtained. Now you do not doubt but that Christ’s 
prayer is the most acceptable of all supplications. 
Very well, my brethren, the more like your prayer is to 
Christ’s, the more sweet it will be; and while petitions 
for yourself will be accepted, yet your pleadings for 
others, having in them more of the fruits of the Spirit, 
more love, perhaps more faith, certainly more brotherly 
kindness, they will be as the sweetest oblation that you 
can offer to God, the very fat of thy sacrifice.

Wonders Wrought
Intercessory prayer is exceedingly prevalent. What 
wonders it has wrought! Intercessory prayer has 
stayed plagues. It removed the darkness which rested 
over Egypt; it drove away the frogs which leaped upon 
the land; it scattered the lice and locusts which plagued 
the inhabitants of Zoar; it removed the murrain, and 
the thunder, and the lightning; it stayed all the ravages 
which God’s avenging hand did upon Pharaoh and his 
people. Intercessory prayer has healed diseases – we 
know it did in the early church. We have evidence of 
it in old Mosaic times. When Miriam was smitten with 
leprosy, Moses prayed, and the leprosy was removed. 
It has restored withered limbs. When the king’s arm 
was withered, he said to the prophet, “Pray for me”, 
and his arm was restored as it was before. Intercessory 
prayer has raised the dead, for Elias stretched himself 
upon the child three times, and the child’s soul 
returned. As to how many souls intercessory prayer 
has instrumentally saved, recording angel, thou canst 
tell! Eternity, thou shalt reveal!

Mighty Engine
There is nothing which intercessory prayer cannot do. 
Oh! believer, you have a mighty engine in your hand, 
use it well, use it constantly, use it now with faith, and 
thou shalt surely prevail. But perhaps you have a doubt 
about interceding for someone who has fallen far into 
sin. Brethren, did ye ever hear of men who have been 
thought to be dead while yet alive? Have ye never heard 
by the farmer’s fire some old-fashioned story of one who 
was washed and laid out, and wrapped up in his shroud 
to be put into his coffin, and yet he was but in a trance 
and not dead? And have ye not heard old legends of men 
and women who have been buried alive? I cannot vouch 
for the accuracy of those tales, but I can tell you that 
spiritually there has been many a man given up for dead 
that was still within reach of grace. There has been many 
a soul that has been put into the winding sheet even by 
Christian people, given up to damnation even by the 
ministers of Christ, consigned to perdition even by their 
own kinsfolk. But yet into perdition they did not come, 
but God found them, and took them out of the horrible pit 
and out of the miry clay, and set their living feet upon his 
living rock. Oh! give up nobody; still pray, lay none out for 
spiritually dead until they are lain out for dead naturally.

Promise Pled
But perhaps you say, “I cannot pray for others, for I am so 
weak, so powerless.” You will get strength, my brethren, 
by the exertion. But besides, the prevalence of prayer 
does not depend upon the strength of the man who 
prays, but upon the power of the argument he uses. Now, 
brethren, if you sow seed you may be very feeble, but it is 
not your hand that puts the seed into the ground which 
produces the harvest – it is the vitality in the seed. And 
so in the prayer of faith. When you can plead a promise 
and drop that prayer into the ground with hope, your 
weakness shall not make it miscarry; it shall still prevail 
with God and bring down blessings from on high. Job! 
thou comest from thy dunghill to intercede, and so may 
I come from my couch of weakness – thou comest from 
thy poverty and thy desertion to intercede for others, 
and so may we. Elias was a man of like passions – sweet 
word! – of like passions, like infirmities, like tendencies 
to sin, but he prevailed, and so shalt thou; only do thou 
see to it that thou be not negligent in these exercises, 
but that thou pray much for others even as Job prayed 
for his friends.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
C.H. SPURGEON
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In his letter to the Colossians, Paul is concerned to 
emphasise the pre-eminence of Christ in all things 
and to show how this truth impacts upon Christian 

living. Colossians 3:22-24, which begins, “Servants, 
obey in all things your masters according to the flesh...”, 
is addressed to slaves, dealing with certain aspects of 
their lives where the Lordship of Christ has immediate 
impact. These slaves are instructed to live consciously 
in the sight of the Lord, in the understanding that He 
sees what may be unseen by their earthly masters.

Have a look at these verses, for it may surprise 
you to know that the exhortations addressed to these 
slaves have a significance for us today. In the parallel 
passage in Ephesians, Paul describes Christians as “the 
servants of Christ” (Eph. 6:6), using the same word for 
“servants” as he does in Colossians. As earthly slaves 
were to relate to their earthly masters, so Christians 
are to relate to their spiritual Master: the principles 
are the same. Looking at the verses in Colossians, we 
will consider how the Lordship of Christ ought to affect 
our lives as Christian students.

A Common Scenario
Despite all the positive things that may be said for 
following a course of study, whatever the discipline 
may be it has to be acknowledged that it is a time when 
deadlines must be met, essays done and assignments 
completed. It may seem that there are simply not 
enough hours in the day to do all the work we are 
expected to do, and we feel the pressure and weariness 
of struggling to keep our heads above water! We may 
feel that something has to give, and all too often it ends 
up being our spiritual commitment to the Lord.

If we pause and take stock of things, the result 
is often a sense of frustration. We know that we 
should be more devoted to the Saviour, not less. This 
frustration can lead to discouragement, which in 
its turn just makes us feel more frustrated. We end 
up being burdened with a sense of guilt at the poor 
quality of our spiritual life and of our failure to realise 
our spiritual goals. Many professing Christians who 
end up in this condition compromise their Christian 
commitment and persuade themselves that they will 
sort things out later when they have more time. Such 
a resolve, however, if we are honest, has a very high 
failure rate. Consequently many Christian students 

find their student days to be days of spiritual instability 
and backsliding.

It may seem that life as a student and life as a 
Christian are simply incompatible, and that the best 
we can do is just get through them and hope that we 
can recover our lost communion with the Lord when 
they are over. But are they incompatible? I want to 
suggest that they need not be, and that these verses in 
Colossians can help us, not only to get through student 
days but actually to live to the glory of God during 
them. How can this be achieved? I would suggest three 
things.

1. Our Present Calling
We need to appreciate our present calling. All 
Christians have a calling to serve the Lord. Some of 
you may believe He is calling you to be an engineer, 
or a pharmacist, or a teacher. Others may feel called 
to the ministry, or to social work, or to be a plumber. 
As students, we might term these our ultimate calling 
to serve Him, because none of these callings can be 
taken up immediately. What you have to recognise is 
your present calling, which is to study and learn. That 
is, fulfilling your present service to the Lord depends 
fundamentally on you studying and learning. If 
you want to serve and glorify the Lord, yet are not 
diligent in pursuing your present calling, you will not 
grow in grace and you will continue to struggle with 
frustration, discouragement and guilt. Is it not true 
that many see their student days as an opportunity 
for having a good time, and much time is wasted 
when we ought to be seeking to fulfil our ultimate 
calling through our present calling?

If we take seriously this idea of a present calling, 
it will affect how we study. We will not simply render 
“eye-service”, in order to please men. We will seek to 
please our heavenly Master who is ever present and 
who sees everything. We will not render this service 
grudgingly, but wholeheartedly. It will be a service that 
springs from love to the One who gave His all for us. 
When we appreciate and pursue our present calling as 
a service to the Lord, we will grow in grace and enjoy 
the peace of God that comes from having a conscience 
void of offence. Instead of discouragement, we will be 
able to thank the Lord for enabling us to serve Him in 
our present calling.

YOUTH FOCUS

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN 
STUDENT (1)
REV. HARRY WOODS

September 201910
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Licensing of Divinity Students

At a meeting of the Southern Presbytery on 24th 
June, Mr Thomas Buchanan, Divinity Student, 
was licensed to preach the Gospel. Mr Buchanan 

is now eligible for Call.
Maurice Grant, Clerk to Southern Presbytery

At a service held in Stornoway Free Church (Continuing) 
on 12th July, Mr Thomas Budgen, Divinity Student, was 
licensed to preach the Gospel by the Presbytery of the 
Outer Hebrides. Mr Budgen is now eligible for a Call.
Rev. David Blunt, Clerk to Presbytery of the Outer 
Hebrides

US Presbytery Family Conference (Randall Taylor)

This year’s Family Conference organised by the 
US Presbytery took place from 5th to 9th August 
and saw a record number of over 200 souls, both 

young and old, gathering near Lexington, Kentucky. 
Such is the commitment to exclusive psalmody and 
experimental, Calvinistic preaching, and the desire 
for rich fellowship amongst like-minded believers, 
that attendees think it nothing to drive many hours to 
attend. All those departing on the last day could testify 
to the warmth of the fellowship and blessings received 
under the Word.

The main speakers were Rev. Andrew Allan and 
Rev. Graeme Craig. In his four addresses Mr Craig dealt 
with the love of the Spirit in our salvation: His patience 
and pity in calling us, His assistance through the word 
in our sanctification, His forming a son-like spirit in 
us and assuring us of our adoption, and His assistance 
to the saints in prayer. In his four addresses Mr Allan 
focused on aspects of the labours of Elisha: his call, his 
dealings with the Shunammite and with Naaman, and 
the deliverance of Israel from the Syrians in 2 Kings 6.

Rev. Brent Evans preached a sermon from Job 33:23 
on the work of the Ministry, reminding us that the 
privilege of having a minister in the pulpit, one who 
speaks God’s message to us, is a blessing not to be taken 
for granted. Rev. Jonathan Mattull preached a searching 
sermon on godliness, exhorting us to continually engage 
in self-examination, that we not slip into the trap of 
relying on the external manifestations of godliness to 
the exclusion of the internal spiritual life.

A challenging address was given by Rev. Gavin Beers, 
where he spoke specifically to the large number of 
children and teenagers on the privileges they had as 
covenant children and their obligations to trust in the 
Lord for salvation. He indicated that although the Spirit 
may work in very young children, we are not to presume 
they are regenerate but must press upon them the 
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importance of personally making choice of Christ. He 
warned against being a discouragement to our children 
and the need for positive godly leadership in the family.

There were eleven sermons from Monday evening 
until Friday morning. The many children and teenagers, 
as well as the adults, listened well, sang heartily and 
enjoyed one another’s company. It was with sad hearts 
they parted, somewhat tired after a busy schedule, yet 
refreshed by being in the Lord’s presence.

Ministry in Brazil (Rev. William Macleod)

On Tuesday 25th June my wife and I left for eleven 
days’ ministry in Brazil. I had been invited by 
the Puritan Project to be the main speaker 

at the Puritan Symposium. The Project is led by Dr 
Manuel Canuto and has been running for 28 years. The 
aim is to stir up interest not just in Reformed theology, 
but also in Puritan piety and purity of worship. A 
conference is held annually.

In Belem, at the mouth of the Amazon, I delivered 
four lectures and preached on the Sabbath in a 
Presbyterian church to over 400. The congregation 
has a Christian school called the John Knox Academy 
with 600 pupils from infant to high school age, and 
an excellent Christian bookshop. The Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil has around a million members and 
is generally evangelical, but of a very broad variety. 
Within this Church however there is a growing 
Reformed movement and a much smaller (but also 
growing) movement which loves the Puritan emphasis.

On the Monday we travelled to Maragogi, a beautiful 
seaside resort. The hotel was luxurious and the food 
amazing, but best of all was the Christian fellowship. 
Around 200 gathered for the conference. There were 
sufficient folk with adequate English and one kind man, 
Thiago McHertt, translated the Portuguese lectures so 
well that we were both edified and challenged.

The Belem Congregation
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I gave five lectures on ‘Biblical Ethics and the 
Moral Law’. The first was an introduction, looking at 
the moral law from Genesis to Revelation. The second 
lecture dealt with the Ten Commandments, noting 
that they were given in the context of redemption: 
“I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 
(Exod. 20:2) Only when we are saved can we begin to 
keep the commandments, and in this sense the gospel 
comes before the law. The third lecture rejected 
Dispensationalism and New Covenant Theology, 
showing from the teaching of Jesus and Paul that the 
Ten Commandments are binding today. The fourth 
lecture demonstrated the perpetuity of the Sabbath: 
it was there before the Fall and neither the Fall nor 
Christ’s redemptive work render it redundant. My 
final lecture was on Sexual Ethics, dealing with man 
made in God’s image, male and female, and with the 
first marriage performed by God, the evil of divorce 
and the many possible breaches of the seventh 
commandment.

Our final weekend was spent with Igreja 
Presbiteriana Aliança (Covenant Presbyterian Church) 
in Recife. It now numbers 200 and they are having to 
build a new church. The pastor, Professor Paulo Brasil, 
was recently threatened with expulsion from the Recife 
Seminary, where he teaches Old Testament, because of 
his Puritan views. On the Saturday we went to a house 
in the countryside owned by a wealthy family in the 
congregation. The young couples and families had 
been invited and I addressed nearly 100 folk on the 
subject ‘Train up a child in the way he should go’. On the 
Sabbath morning I preached on ‘Fight the Good Fight’ 
and later spoke to the adult Sabbath School on the 
Kilsyth and Dundee Revival of 1839. I was impressed 
with the wonderful love in the church. The singing was 
unaccompanied and all the songs, apart from one at 
night, were Psalms.

CHURCH NEWS

Closely connected with the Puritan Project is a 
project to translate the Psalms into Portuguese for 
singing. When the Psalms are being sung less and less 
in our country, it is wonderful to see more and more 
congregations using them in Brazil. Young folk are 
forsaking Pentecostalism and seeking solid preaching 
and biblical worship. With the singing of the Psalms 
comes a robust, experimental Christianity. The website 
is http://salterio.com.br.

Two experiences particularly touched me. Two 
young men asked permission for a project they have 
under way. On SermonAudio they came across a series 
of sermons I preached on the book of Jonah. They had 
transcribed them and translated them into Portuguese, 
and wished to publish them. We preach sermons to 
our congregations in Scotland and the Lord uses them 
to edify his church in distant lands. Then there was a 
woman who told me that since my previous visit eight 
months ago she and her family had prayed for me daily. 
Blessings come to Scotland from prayers to God rising 
up in Brazil. Let us remember in our own prayers the 
growing church in Brazil and particularly the new 
Puritans of that great country.

Pakistani Christians Vulnerable and Endangered 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

As the Islamic radicalisation of Pakistan’s Sunni 
Muslim majority advances apace – mostly 
through Saudi-funded mosques and madrasas 

(Islamic schools) – so too does the systematic 
discrimination and violent persecution experienced by 
Pakistan’s Christians. The persecution includes assault, 
rape, murder, forced conversion, human trafficking, 
Islamic pogroms, terrorism and the routine misuse 
of Pakistan’s infamous blasphemy law. Far too many 
Pakistani officials are willing to deny the Christian crisis, 
which is but a symptom of Pakistan’s existential cultural 
crisis. One positive is the government’s commitment 
to reform the madrasas. Expect resistance; watch and 
pray! Comprising a mere two percent of the population, 
Pakistan’s mostly poor and downtrodden Christians 
form one of the most vulnerable, endangered and 
severely persecuted Christian communities in the world. 
Please Pray for Pakistan and its suffering Church.  

Quote

“The church has more professors in prosperity 
than in tribulation, but more true Christians 
probably in an evil day. In such a time the 

graces of the Lord’s people are stronger. Sometimes they 
have run with the footmen, and they have wearied them; 
yet have they afterwards contended with horses.”
Thomas Boston
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Dr Canuto, his wife and daughter with 
Rev. Macleod and his wife Marion
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In South Harris we are far removed from the 
‘madding crowd’! Mary and I arrived here in early 
Spring 2016. The congregation had been vacant for 

twelve years. However, the Lord had blessed the folk 
with a very stable attendance by both members and 
adherents.

Buildings
During the vacancy the congregation came into 
possession of a village meeting house in Northton, 
around two miles from Leverburgh. The property 
was rather run down and neglected. These days it has 
a new roof and new windows, along with a spacious 
porch and a modern unisex toilet. An easily accessible 
car park has also been created.

The manse is on Strond Road, overlooking the 
Sound of Harris. The study window provides what 
is arguably the best view of any manse study in our 
denomination!

Services
We meet each Lord’s Day at 12noon and at 6pm. Our 
Sabbath School is currently in abeyance. We have a 
mid-week meeting on Wednesday for prayer and Bible 
study. We also enjoy congregational fellowships when 
convenient, usually following our Wednesday night 
meetings. Leverburgh has always been a favourite 
place at communion seasons. We still enjoy and 
treasure many visitors during communion weekends.

We are privileged to be part of the team that 
provides the nearby Leverburgh Care Home with 
worship during the week. We also have a good working 
relationship with other churches in the community. 
All the denominations struggle with the changing 
religious habits throughout our communities. In most 
cases, church attendance has declined greatly. This 
is evidenced by the low numbers present in many 
congregations on Sabbath evenings. The impact of this 
is more obvious in rural areas.

Challenges
We are a small congregation of around two dozen 
people. We face many challenges. The worship 
sanctuary of our church stands in great need of having 
the water-damaged wall and ceiling cladding replaced. 
Yet, the Lord has provided for us hitherto and we trust 
that He will eventually help us overcome this hurdle 
also.

An even greater challenge is for numerical 
increase in the congregation. South Harris doesn’t 
lend itself much to evangelism and church growth. 
The only people who seem to move into these 
communities are elderly incomers, many of whom 
seem to have little interest in the Gospel. The main 
sources of year-round employment are fishing and 
small-scale farming.

Prayer
However, we are in good spirits and seek to maintain 
an optimistic view of matters. We believe that God will 
bless the faithful preaching of His Word and that He 
will look after His own flock in these communities. We 
do covet the prayers of God’s people for the prosperity 
of the Cause in South Harris.

AROUND THE CHURCH

HARRIS
REV. IAIN SMITH

Rev. Iain Smith and his wife Mary

The Sound of Harris
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MISSIONS

A VISIT TO EAST ASIA
REV. JOHN MACLEOD (TARBAT)

(In July Mr MacLeod was able to help in a work providing 
Bible training for church leaders and workers in East Asia.)

This was not my first trip to East Asia, but every 
journey is different and poses its own challenges. 
The first leg of my journey, from Inverness to 

Amsterdam, was a very familiar one, but the next two 
legs were with an unfamiliar airline and via a city I had 
never previously heard of. I expected something dire, 
but once past the sniffer dog, the second flight turned 
out to be excellent and the cabin crew even had some 
English.

Met by Someone I Knew
I had heard that the next airport was rather difficult 
to negotiate and indeed it turned out that virtually no-
one had any English. However, the immigration process 
was painless, and showing my itinerary to anyone who 
looked official produced a response of pointing me in 
the right direction. As I waited for the final flight it was 
reassuring to find that an employee on duty in the area 
twice checked that I was not a passenger for a flight for 
which a gate change had been announced. As the only 
non-Asian in sight, I suppose I did stand out! When my 
flight did have a gate change I picked up that fact and had 
no difficulty recognising my flight when it was called, 
albeit not in English.

It was a relatively short flight to a destination I had 
visited twice previously. I was to be met by someone I 
knew, but on arrival there was no-one in evidence to 
meet me. Ten minutes later he contacted me via the 
local social media – he was waiting at International 
Arrivals, but I was at Domestic Arrivals!

Meeting Some Other Christians
The next day I had my first meeting with Christian 
friends – some new, and some whom I have met on 
other occasions. The knowledge these mainly-first-
generation Christians have of the content of the Bible 
is truly excellent, but there are some instances in 
which the most common Bible translation used among 
them is at variance with our understanding of the 
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures. Two of the things we 
can share with them are a sound Biblical Theology and 
a consistent Systematic Theology.

They have many questions about the practical 
application of the teachings of the Bible in difficult 

real-life situations. It is when they bring forward such 
questions that we realise the privilege we have had 
in terms of generations of experience in applying the 
teaching of Scripture to such situations. They value it 
highly when practical examples based on experience 
can be brought forward.

Isolated Groups
The more I learn of their situation, the more I realise 
how strongly it resembles that in Scotland at the time of 
the Reformation, with isolated groups or congregations 
of Christians without much in terms of functional formal 
structure. It did, after all, take almost two hundred years 
before a presbyterian structure in a form resembling 
what we now know was effective in Scotland. It certainly 
makes one appreciate the value of the support available 
to individual congregations through a Biblically-
organised system of church government.

On the Lord’s Day I met with a broader group of 
Christians as I joined about thirty of them for worship 
in a very large flat. Language was a barrier, but I 
had an excellent translator. I noticed that one of the 
congregation was mentally-handicapped – non-verbal, 
but certainly capable of making a noise! His father is 
his main carer and has excellent English. The son was 
happy I was there and wanted to express his happiness, 
and in return, I was told that he would understand 
that I felt likewise if I stroked his head gently. I think 
we probably communicated with each other in a non-
verbal way at least as well as I and most of the rest of 
those there could communicate!

Precious Opportunity
The opportunity to meet and share with Christians in a 
part of the world where such opportunities are limited 
is precious. It is when we meet with them in their own 
environment that we understand their situation better. 
They have many difficulties, but they live in a fast-
changing environment and are certainly not hiding in 
a corner or concealing their Christian faith.

Each time I have visited that part of the world I have 
come away encouraged; this most recent visit was no 
exception. As I left to return to Scotland, some 1500 
miles away in another part of Asia a new grandson 
was born: our second Asian grandson, and even more 
reason to pray earnestly for God’s blessing on His 
people in that vast continent.
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FAITH OR FEAR?

When nations stop believing in God

The Australian journalist Greg Sheridan has 
written an interesting piece entitled ‘The West 
cannot survive without a re-energised belief 

in Christianity’ (The Spectator website, 10th August). 
He observes that as western culture declares the 
evidence for belief in God “inadmissible”, Christianity 
is replaced “by every crazy cult you can imagine, from 
witchcraft to Gaia”. Sheridan is a Roman Catholic, but 
he is highlighting something very important. When a 
society loses its belief in God, it loses more than that. 
Western nations are abandoning reason itself. Instead 
of faith there is fear.

The Bible shows us that God, having punished a 
wicked world by the flood, made a covenant with Noah 
(Gen. 8:20-9:17). We have His unconditional promise 
of a stable earth until the end of time: “While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease.” (8:22) As this truth is disregarded, so alarm 
grows. There are many examples of this.

God commanded Noah and his sons, “Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth." (9:1) Yet 
recently Prince Harry agreed with the primatologist 
Jane Goodall that man is having a harmful impact upon 
the natural world in general and there is an imminent 
danger. He said: “We are the frog in the water and it’s 
already been brought to the boil. Which is terrifying.” 
He suggested that out of concern for the planet he and 
the Countess of Dumbarton would have a maximum of 
two children.

God said to Noah: “Every moving thing that liveth 
shall be meat for you” (9:3). Despite this provision 
Goldsmiths, part of the University of London, is banning 
the sale of beef products from its campuses, as part of 
an effort to reduce its ‘carbon footprint’. A misguided 
‘concern for the environment’ has become another 
device to suppress freedom of choice and freedom of 
thought in our institutions of learning.

God pledged to Noah that never again would there 
be “a flood to destroy the earth.” (9:11) Yet climate 
campaigners are generating panic with unwarranted 
projections of rising sea levels, which they claim will 
lead to land loss and cities sinking into the seas. Fear 
of climate change is affecting mental health among 
the young, and there are support groups for people 
suffering from ‘eco-anxiety’. The real need is to 
consider our own latter end. Faith in Christ brings the 
forgiveness of sin, peace with God and a sure hope for 
time and eternity.

THE ASHERS CASE

Supreme Court ruling to be challenged

There has been a further twist in the case 
involving Ashers Baking Company, the 
Christian-owned family business based in 

Belfast which refused to complete an order for a cake 
bearing the logo of a homosexual organisation and the 
slogan ‘Support Gay Marriage’ (same-sex ‘marriage’ 
is not legal in Northern Ireland). The customer, a 
Mr Gareth Lee, who is a homosexual and ‘gay rights 
activist’, took Ashers to court, but having lost twice 
in the lower courts, Ashers obtained a unanimous 
ruling in their favour from the Supreme Court last 
October. Their argument that their issue was with the 
message and not the customer was accepted: Ashers 
was therefore not guilty of discrimination on account 
of sexual orientation.

On 15th August it emerged that Mr Lee is challenging 
the ruling of the Supreme Court by taking his case to 
the European Court of Human Rights. His legal team 
will argue that the ruling “failed to give appropriate 
weight” to Mr Lee under the European Convention 
of Human Rights, and that it should be overturned, 
because baking the cake would not imply “the bakery 
supporting (expressly or implicitly) the message of 
the cake”. The ground for this is that the cake “was not 
displayed in the shop window” but “was for personal 
use by Lee”.

Lee’s lawyers will also argue that “there is no such 
thing as a ‘Christian business’ ”. Lee himself said that 
he would “fight for the rights of business owners to be 
able to hold their own religious beliefs”, but it is fairly 
obvious that he thinks these beliefs should only be 
exercised in private. This is not the situation as we have 
been used to it in a Christian country. It is essential in 
a truly free society that we are able to honour Christ 
in the public realm, as ‘salt’ and ‘light’ (Matt. 5:13-16). 
Confirming our assessment, one of Lee’s lawyers said: 
“We’re concerned the ruling in this case allows any 
company, its shareholders or owners to hold religious 
or political views and those views trump the rights of 
its customers.”

In another development, it is possible that 
Northern Ireland may soon have same-sex ‘marriage’ 
foisted upon it. In July the UK Parliament voted 
that if the devolved government at Stormont is not 
restored by 21st October, it will amend the law in 
the Province. The institution of marriage, vital to the 
health of our society, is under sustained attack: we 
must pray that the Lord would protect and preserve 
it.

COMMENT
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Anyone familiar with the writings of the Puritans 
will have come across Thomas Watson. 
Described by C.H. Spurgeon as “one of the 

most concise, racy, illustrative and suggestive of those 
eminent divines”, Watson’s life took place against dark 
political storm clouds that eventually led to him losing 
his pulpit in the Great Ejection of 1662, along with 
many other godly ministers.

Puritan
Although we tend to think of Watson as a ‘Puritan’, it is 
probable that he would not have welcomed the term, 
since it was used in his day as a derogatory epithet 
to describe those in the Church of England who were 
morose, strait-laced and legalistic, the sort of people 
who bordered on fanaticism. Despite the term’s 
negative connotations, it has since come to describe 
those Protestants who campaigned for further 
reformation in the Church.

The Puritan movement (1560 to 1660) was a 
movement of deep religious conviction blessed by 
God. It was a movement of conscience, reform, vision, 
protest, education and politics. But it also attracted 
persecution, especially from within the Church of 
England. Puritan preachers were often in and out of 
prison as a way of life. Notwithstanding the hardship, 
the Bible was the supreme authority for faith and 
practice in their lives. It dominated their thought-
pattern and governed their every action.

Early Years
Thomas Watson was born in or around the year 1620. 
He was recorded “as of Yorkshire” when he matriculated 
at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, in 1635, so he was 
probably a Yorkshireman. No more can be said about his 
early life, background or conversion. Watson’s education 
would have been typical of many of the Puritans at 
that time. His love of and skill in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
the Classics and Theology was nurtured during his 
University days. He went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1639 and a Master of Arts degree in 1642.

Lecturer in London
After completing his studies with honour, Watson 
joined St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, in London. He would 

serve there for sixteen years until his ejection in 1662. 
Watson began his time there as a Lecturer. Lecturing 
in Puritan times was different to our understanding 
today. Back then, Lecturers had no parochial duties: 
their exclusive calling was to preach and teach. Many 
of the great Puritans started off as Lecturers.

The Lectureship was designed to supplement the 
ongoing work of the Anglican ministry, and they became 
increasingly popular throughout the first century 
of Puritanism, especially in the areas of Oxford and 
Cambridge. Usually, the laity went to church faithfully, 
to sit under what would have been a dry, tedious, 
morning sermon by a Church of England minister. 
Then in the afternoon they went to hear a Lecturer, 
like Watson, powerfully unravel the Scriptures. Judging 
from his writings, Watson would have stolen the hearts 
and affections of his hearers rather quickly. This was 
true of most, if not all, Puritan preachers.

Earnest Preaching
After a year of ministry in London, Watson met and 
married Abigail Beadle, daughter of John Beadle, 
an Essex minister of Puritan convictions. They had 
five sons and two daughters. Tragically, four of his 
children died as infants. Such devastating deaths gave 
Watson a keen sense of the brevity of life and nearness 
of eternity, and he frequently beckoned sinners to 
consider their eternal destination, with emotion and 
force. He directed his warnings with such intensity 
that it would have left a marked impression. Consider 
this extract from one of his sermons:

“Oh, therefore turn from your sins, lest God tear 
you in pieces as a lion, and there be none to help you! 
Oh! What a frightful word is this to all wicked men 
that go on desperately in sin and add drunkenness to 
thirst....Men sin greedily as if they were afraid hell’s 
gates would be shut up ere they come thither. Oh! How 
manfully do many sin! They go to hell strongly in their 
wickedness!”

When speaking of God’s mercy however, Watson 
soared to lofty heights:

“God is more inclinable to mercy than wrath. Mercy is 
His darling attribute, which He most delights in....Mercy 
pleases Him....Acts of severity are rather forced from 
God. He does not afflict willingly....The bee naturally 
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gives honey, it stings only when it is provoked; so, God 
does not punish till He can bear no longer.”

Act of Uniformity
In 1649, Charles I was executed for treason. After Richard 
Cromwell’s failed attempts to succeed his father, a 
complex political situation arose that led to the inevitable 
restoration of the monarchy in 1660. Although Charles 
II, the exiled son, had promised to preserve liberty of 
conscience, Anglican militants pressured the new king 
to restore religious conformity through a series of acts 
known as the ‘Clarendon Code’. The principal terms 
required by the Act of Uniformity were an “unfeigned 
assent and consent” to everything contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer. Anglican royalists knew only too well 
that the Puritans would not submit to such terms, so 
they deliberately framed an Act designed to seal their 
expulsion from the Church of England.

The passing of the Clarendon Code marked a major 
turning point in England’s spiritual history. No less than 
two thousand godly ministers were forced to leave their 
congregations for making a stand against the new laws. 
Many Puritans were not allowed the chance to voice their 
dissent, and were silenced and ousted. Watson identified 
himself with the plight of the Nonconformists and chose 
rather to “suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:25).

Farewell Sermons
It is the opinion of some that, after 1660, England entered 
into an age of rationalism, of coldness in the pulpit and 
indifference in the pews. Others point out that within 
just five years of the Ejection, London became an object 
of God’s judgment. It was twice laid waste, first by the 
Great Plague which began in 1665, killing a quarter 
of the population in eighteen months, and then by the 
Great Fire the following year, which destroyed tens of 
thousands of homes. Further calamities ensued.

Watson preached three ‘Farewell Sermons’ – two 
on August 17th 1660 (John 13:34 in the morning and 
2 Cor. 7:1 in the evening) and the third on the following 
Tuesday (Isa. 3:10). The atmosphere of that Sabbath 
in St Stephen’s was electric, and charged with spiritual 
fervour. Crowds packed the aisles to hear him, standing 
in places and stairs, spilling over into the churchyard and 
streets. Many wept and sobbed as they gazed on their 
loving pastor, whom they could not bear to lose. Watson 
addressed his congregation with much compassion and 
affection and ended by saying, “I shall not cease to love 
you and pray for you....My heart is toward you.”

Final Days
Watson continued to preach in private, whether in 
homes or barns or woods. After the Declaration of 
Indulgence in 1672, Watson obtained a licence for 
Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate, which belonged to Sir John 
Langham, a patron of Nonconformists. There he 
continued to preach, and many of his congregation from 
St Stephen’s joined him. Three years later, Watson was 
joined by Stephen Charnock. They ministered together 
and became close friends until Charnock’s death in 
1680. Watson kept working until his health failed. He 
then retired to Barnston, in Essex, and died suddenly 
in 1686 while engaged in secret prayer. Watson died in 
poverty, though rich toward God.

Works
Watson was a prolific writer whose works continue 
to be widely read today. Much of what Watson 
wrote comes largely from his own sermons. What is 
considered by many to be his greatest work, A Body 
of Divinity was published posthumously in 1692 and 
quickly became famous. It is an excellent introduction 
to the rest of his works and makes for easy, Christ-
exalting reading. A page a day of Watson will warm 
the heart and invigorate the spiritual senses! Some of 
Watson’s other works include: Heaven Taken by Storm 
(c. 1660); All Things for Good (formerly entitled A 
Divine Cordial) (1663); The Godly Man’s Picture (1666); 
and The Doctrine of Repentance (1668).

In the final analysis, Thomas Watson emerges from 
the pages of history as a man of outstanding piety and 
spirituality. Perhaps more than any other man of his 
generation, he distinguished himself in his ministry 
by following the example of Christ and employing all 
manner of illustrations from everyday life. Whilst he 
is not as technical or as theologically nuanced as, say, 
John Owen or Thomas Goodwin, Watson’s charm and 
lively orations caused him to shine out from among the 
constellations of the Puritan ‘stars’.

Thomas Watson
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Death in Adam, Life in Christ: The Doctrine of 
Imputation
J.V. Fesko, Christian Focus, pbk, 320pp, £12.99

J.V. Fesko, a professor at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in California, provides us with an excellent, 
sound, thorough and biblical treatment of the whole 

        doctrine of imputation. Adam’s first sin was imputed 
to all men and women born by ordinary generation. We 
were in Adam in the covenant of works, and sinned in him 
and fell with him in his first transgression. Our sins are 
imputed to Christ our covenant head in the covenant of 
redemption. Christ’s obedience, both active and passive, 
is imputed to us when we exercise faith in Him and that 
faith is a gift of God to all the elect. Being justified by faith 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the first and longest 
section of the book, Fesko traces 
the history of the doctrine 
of imputation in the church 
fathers, the medieval church, 
the reformers, the puritans, 
Jonathan Edwards and the 
nineteenth century theologians 
of America, and then in some 
modern theologians – Barth, 
Bultmann, N.T. Wright and Peter 
Enns. He demonstrates the error 
of N.T. Wright’s so-called ‘new 
perspective on Paul’. He stands 

firmly on Charles Hodge’s federal theology. The next 
section is an exegetical treatment, starting with the Old 
Testament, looking for example at Achan’s sin and David’s 
numbering of Israel. He deals with the day of Atonement 
and Isaiah 53. He then studies Romans 4 and 5 and 2 
Corinthians 5. The final section examines imputation 
from a systematic theology perspective.

Ministers and theological students will find this a 
most helpful book. It is well written and easy to read. 
Highly recommended!
Rev. William Macleod

Being a Christian: The basics of Christian living
Stephen Kneale, DayOne, pbk, 48pp, £4.00

Being a Christian is a must-read for those 
beginning their Christian life. For such a short 
read, the author, Stephen Kneale, pastor of a 

church in Oldham, near Manchester, has succeeded in 
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packing a lot in. Despite the fact that I am not a younger 
Christian, I was hooked and read it in one sitting!

The book is straightforward to read and ideal for 
those who are not big readers. Each chapter includes 
spiritual or practical illustrations, some drawn from 
the author’s own Christian experience. The text is full 
of Biblical references and the author’s regard for the 
sovereignty of Scripture is clearly evident. 

All his subjects could be explored with more 
depth. However, the point of this book is to give a clear 
introduction to the Christian life, over eight short chapters.

Chapter 1, Identify, gives guidance on the importance 
of openly identifying with Christ.

Chapter 2, Join, deals with the importance of joining 
a local church. The author’s emphasis is not only on 
how detrimental it is for the individual to stay away 
from the gathering of saints, but also the negative 
effect this has on the church as a whole.

Chapter 3, Prayer, deals with the importance of 
private prayer and how we 
can use this to gauge our own 
growth in grace. He goes on to 
discuss how God gives us the 
privilege of prayer, and how 
our Lord condescends to use 
the prayers of His saints in 
working out His own purposes.

Chapter 4, Deepen, shows 
how our relationship with 
Christ should deepen the more 
we see and know Him.

Chapter 5, Serve, calls us to 
serve as Christ served, when He 
gave himself for us. God, having given us the strength 
to serve, has the glory, and we as His people are given 
joy. In this chapter he lists some practical ways of 
being of service, noting that service does not stop at 
the church door. 

Chapter 6, Reach, convicts us that we ought to 
reach out to others with the good news of the gospel. 
If we believe that there are sinners headed for eternal 
damnation, how can we remain mute?

Chapter 7, Giving, urges: “Let us give as an act of 
worship”.

Chapter 8, Persevere, encourages our perseverance 
by reminding us of Him who has begun a good work, 
and who will complete it! We persevere through His 
Spirit and not in our own strength. 

This book could be valuable for youth group studies, 
but, even for seasoned Christians, it is helpful to go back 
to basics and examine ourselves in the light of them.
Sharon MacLeod (Ness)
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
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Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
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Edinburgh   
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Glasgow - Partick  
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Total Southern Presbytery  
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Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls
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Legacy 
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Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations
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“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 
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The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to July 2018
£

10,500
15,280
18,437
13,094

7,500
64,811

853
10,666

4,979
9,871

26,369

5,898
0

6,585
750

12,626
17,356
12,900
18,568

3,163
77,846

14,545
10,100
12,739

8,515
14,754
56,766

117,417

10,350
9,039

14,895
15,857
13,896
64,037

1,000

351,479

20,730
0

372,210

65,375
306,835

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
9,249

20
0
0

9,269

240
0
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0

293

301
0
0
0

15,000
5

5,946
45
0

21,297

0
0
0

3,423
220

2,420
6,062
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0

555
497
491

5,591

0

42,511

0
0

42,511

3,628
38,883

Total to July 2019
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10,500
15,375
19,833
13,119
6,440
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8,452
1,944

14,125
25,520

5,731
2,000
3,476

375
15,550
18,883
12,900
13,537
2,130

74,581

13,007
13,579
13,574
8,402

15,769
54,869

119,200

13,044
7,367

15,920
14,438
13,220
63,987
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349,544

25,998
31,837

407,379

68,465
338,914

July 2019
£

1,500
2,000
2,000
1,450

920
7,870

0
0
0

2,000
2,000

911
1,000

500
0

1,600
1,800
1,300

400
0

7,511

1,700
1,600
1,700
1,050
2,000
6,068

14,118

1,500
800

1,650
1,500
1,500
6,950

0

38,449

1,340
0

39,789

0
39,789

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
September    October     November
1     Portree    6     Ayr, Snizort    3     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, 
8     Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay 13  Cross, St Louis           Kilmorack & Strathglass
15  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir &  20  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville  10  Aberdeen, Tarbat
       Stenscholl, Scalpay Harris  27  Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,  17  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
22  Inverness–Greyfriars,          Knock & Point, Poolewe & Aultbea 24  Kiltearn
       Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane
    



“As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit 
that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 
and for ever.”

Isaiah 59:21
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