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Christians have always faced opposition because 
of their beliefs. It would be strange if it was 
otherwise, given what this present evil world 

did to our Saviour when He was made flesh and dwelt 
among us. Christ endured the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself. He suffered grievously at the hands of 
the religious and civil leaders, being falsely accused, 
tried, convicted, spat upon, scourged and mocked. 
Christ was led out to Golgotha, carrying the cross on 
which He died. Now He demands of all who would be 
His disciples, “take up the cross, and follow me” (Mark 
10:21). It has always been that way, and always will be.

We are privileged to live in a land where the 
Protestant Reformed religion is established by law. As 
a result we have enjoyed unrivalled liberties, and have 
been spared the sort of persecution which our brethren 
in other countries are accustomed to. Things are 
changing in our nation, however. While for years there 
has been an indifference to the gospel, there is now a 
growing hostility to it, and Christians are learning what 
it is like to be vilified for their faith. Yet when believers 
are held in contempt, they have these words of Christ to 
encourage them: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 5:11).

 
A New Religion
One reason why we find ourselves in this new situation 
is that another ideology, in conflict with the Scriptures, 
has been pushed by powerful lobbies and is now being 
promoted by the state. Many view Christianity as a 
relic – a religion which belongs in the past and has 
no relevance for the present – and are determined to 
replace it with beliefs that are based on the wisdom of 
man rather than on the Word of God. The new ideology 
believes in evolution rather than creation, and rejects 
providence in favour of chance. If it sees any need 
for redemption, then this is something which can be 
accomplished by our own efforts. People are regarded 
as essentially good, and what really matters is that 
they are free to ‘be themselves’. By endorsing these 
ideas, and enforcing them by legislation, the state is 

effectively establishing a new religion; tragically much 
of the church already subscribes to it.

This new religion has no place for absolutes. It sets 
God’s moral law aside, and says that we may believe 
what we like and live as we please. In the new religion, 
‘tolerance’ is more important than truth, and ‘diversity’ 
is more valuable than righteousness. Because the new 
religion insists on ‘equality’ and ‘inclusion’, if Christians 
criticise other religions, or if they hold to the biblical 
distinction between the roles of men and women (or 
even the difference between male and female), they 
can get into trouble. We are returning to the confusion 
and disorder which characterised Israel during the 
period when the judges led the nation: “every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes” (Judg. 21:25). 
The new religion does in fact have one absolute: 
despite the claims of tolerance and diversity, equality 
and inclusion, no-one must be allowed to believe and 
live as God actually requires us to do.

Our Holy Calling
What is our duty at such a time? We must remember 
that we are called unto holiness (1 Thess. 4:7). We might 
be tempted to keep our beliefs to ourselves, refraining 
from witnessing to colleagues about our faith; in that 
way we might hold on to our employment, but it would 
hardly agree with what Christ says of His disciples, “Ye 
are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). We only “shine 
as lights in the world” when we are “holding forth the 
word of life” (Phil. 2:15,16). And we should not think 
that if we retreat into our own homes we are somehow 
beyond the reach of the state there. In different parts 
of the UK there are moves to ban smacking, and calls 
for the registering and monitoring of home-schooled 
children. Christians who have expressed biblical views 
on abortion, homosexuality and Islam on social media 
in their leisure time, have found themselves under 
investigation. The new religion is authoritarian, and is 
uncomfortable with anyone, anywhere, who deviates 
from it.

As a clear evidence of this fact, it is becoming 
common for Christians who preach the gospel in the 

EDITORIAL

THE REPROACH OF CHRIST
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open air to be arrested, and some have faced charges 
of ‘hate crime’. It just takes one person to be offended 
by what is said, and to make a complaint to the police; 
it is possible that simply quoting from the Scriptures 
in a public place could have the same result. We have 
heard too of churches being refused the use of public 
buildings because they take a stand against such things 
as same-sex ‘marriage’. In a day when services are 
broadcast on the Internet, and sermons are available 
for anyone to hear, presumably any church and any 
minister preaching and teaching the Bible could fall foul 
of the authorities. In time the government will perhaps 
even set up some sort of regulatory body for churches, 
with periodic visits by government inspectors. Our 
stance in the face of all these things must be: “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 1:16).

A Faithful Believer
As ever, we turn to the Scriptures for our instruction. 
Moses is a model for us in many ways, and none more 
so than in his determination to be wholly on the Lord’s 
side, and not to compromise with the world. As Paul 
tells us, Moses could have had royalty for his company, 
but he “refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter”; all the pleasures of sin were there for him 
to enjoy, but he chose instead to “suffer affliction with 
the people of God”; the treasures of Egypt could have 
been his, but he esteemed “the reproach of Christ” 
greater riches than these. Moses acted by faith: he had 
in view “the recompence of the reward” (Heb. 11:24-
26). What a reward it is! Henry Law wrote of believers 
and their Saviour: “They who hold Him as their own 
by the hand of faith have greater riches than earth can 
give, and surer property than this world can amass.” 
We are promised a mansion in our Father’s house, 
where the saints have perfect communion in glory 
with Christ forever.

To be reproached is to bear shame and disgrace, 
and believers are to bear it willingly, for Christ’s 
sake. Moses “forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king” (v.27). His heart was not in the land of his 
birth, which had become a house of bondage for God’s 
people; it was set upon the “better country” (v.16) of 
his spiritual rebirth, symbolised by the land of Canaan 
which was promised to Israel. Moses was determined 
to make his way there, and every true Israelite was 
with him, despite Pharaoh’s threats. As pilgrims on this 

earth, we are to separate ourselves from everything 
that is opposed to God and His Word. We must deny 
ourselves, and by grace remain faithful to Christ and 
His cause. “The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:6).

Christ is All
Our Saviour suffered “without the gate”, even as the 
bodies of the sacrificial beasts were burned “without 
the camp” on the day of atonement (Heb. 13:11,12; Lev. 
16:27). Paul exhorts us to “go forth therefore unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13:13). 
The ‘camp’ was the backslidden Jewish nation, but it 
could be applied to our own backslidden nation also. 
Christ was crucified between two thieves, which was 
a sign of His utter rejection by the Jewish authorities, 
but this was of the Lord, who turned it to good, laying 
the foundation of the church in the death of her Head 
(Ps. 118:22). Christ suffered to redeem His people. To 
go forth to Him is to entrust ourselves to Him as our 
atoning sacrifice and all our salvation. It is to identify 
ourselves with Him and give Him our full allegiance. 
It is to follow Him, whatever the personal cost. It is to 
testify that He is our sure hope for eternity.

Peter had comfort for believers who were about to 
face severe persecution – “the fiery trial which is to try 
you” (1 Pet. 4:12). He told them: “If ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you” (v.14). Satan heats up the 
passions of the ungodly, so that this world becomes a 
furnace at times for God’s people, but the Lord makes 
that same furnace to serve His own purpose, which 
is to refine them, removing the dross of their sin and 
revealing the gold of His grace in their lives. It is both 
an honour and a blessing to bear the reproach of Jesus 
Christ!

June 20194
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(Rev. James Morgan [1799-1873] was a minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, latterly in Belfast. This 
piece is taken from his work ‘The Biblical Doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit’, published in 1865, and has been lightly 
edited.)

“He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you” (John 16:14)

The Spirit will glorify Christ by the praises which 
shall compass Him about for ever, and the Spirit 
enables believers to glorify Christ in this world.

The Spirit Glorifies Christ in Heaven
In the magnificent description of heaven in the 
Apocalypse, it is said, “The Lamb is the light thereof” 
(Rev. 21:23). All the rays of its glory converge and 
centre in Him.

The songs of His redeemed people are given, and 
they all reflect His praise. To Him they shout, “Thou art 
worthy...for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation” (5:9).

Nor are they alone. It is said, “he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe” (2 Thess. 1:10). By whom? No doubt the 
angelic hosts are meant. They look on redeemed men, 
and honour and glorify their Saviour. Hence their song, 
too, is given – “I heard the voice of many angels...and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing” (Rev. 5:11,12).

Nor does even this bound His praise. It is added – 
“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever” (v.13).

When all this takes place, then, and not till then, 
shall the work of the Spirit be fully completed, as it is 
announced in our text.

The Spirit Enables Believers to Glorify Christ on 
Earth
1. If we would glorify Christ, we must be taught by the 
Spirit. “But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14) Let us ask Him to be our 
teacher.

2. If we would glorify Christ, we must be quickened 
by the Spirit. “The carnal mind is enmity against God” 
(Rom. 8:7). We need to be “renewed in the spirit 
of [our] mind” (Eph. 4:23). And we should seek an 
interest in the Apostle’s prayer – “Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” 
(Rom. 15:13)

3. If we would glorify Christ, we must be sanctified 
by the Spirit. “And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. 5:23)

4. If we would glorify Christ, we must submit to 
the supremacy which the Spirit claims for Him. The 
demand is, “yield yourselves unto God” (Rom. 6:13). 
The will of Christ must be our will, as it respects 
ourselves or others, the Church or the world. We 
must say, “The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice” 
(Ps. 97:1).

5. If we would glorify Christ, we must be made 
“meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light” by the Spirit (Col. 1:12). He must put the new 
song in our mouth, and inspire our hearts to sing for 
ever – “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” (Rev. 1:5,6)

DEVOTIONAL

CHRIST GLORIFIED BY THE SPIRIT
JAMES MORGAN
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(Bannerman [1842-1903] spent most of his ministry at 
St Leonard’s Free Church in Perth. This piece is taken 
from ‘The Scripture Doctrine of the Church, Historically 
and Exegetically Considered’, first published in 1887.)

One outstanding characteristic of the apostolic 
Church is the way in which the Presence of 
Christ Himself was felt and realized in the midst 

of His disciples, met and acting in His name. Christ’s 
promises that it should be so, and that especially 
through the coming and work of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
28:20; John 14:18-23; 16:7-16), were signally fulfilled 
in the history of this period.

Acts of Christ
This truth meets us in the opening words of the book 
of Acts. Its author marks his sense of the historic unity 
and continuity of the work which he records in his two 
successive treatises: “The former treatise I made, O 
Theophilus, concerning all that Jesus began both to do 
and to teach until the day in which He was received 
up” (Acts 1:1f). The beginnings of the acts and the 
teaching of Christ, these form the subject of the first 
part of Luke’s history.

In the second, while narrating “Acts of Apostles” 
and other disciples of the Lord, he is recording as truly 
“Acts of Christ”, the things which Jesus continued both 
to do and to teach to the apostles and by them. In the 
first section of the Acts and the relative Epistles, we 
see the Saviour still “with His people all the days”, 
“giving commandment through the Holy Ghost unto 
the apostles whom He had chosen”, proving how “all 
power is committed unto Him on earth”, as well as 
“in heaven”, working by His Spirit in and through His 
disciples.

Greater Works
The Presence of Christ in the midst of the Church is 
not more clearly brought out in the history than is 
the fact that that Presence was revealed and made 
effectual by the Holy Spirit. Our Lord had foretold 
that it should be so. “He shall not speak for Himself....
He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine and 
shall declare it unto you.” It was “expedient” for the 
disciples and for Christ’s cause on earth that His 
own visible Presence should be withdrawn, and 
that “the Paraclete” – the Advocate, the Helper and 

Strengthener – should come to them, sent by Himself 
from the Father (John 16:7-15).

“Greater works” than those which marked Christ’s 
own public ministry should His disciples do when this 
stage of things was readied. Yet the very words in which 
this promise is given show that these greater works are 
His also, though done by the hands and through the faith 
of disciples. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask Me anything in My name, that will I do.” (John 
14:12-14) There is to be no absence on the Lord’s part 
that would involve distance from His people or inaction 
as regards the guidance and work of His Church. It is “in 
His name” that His disciples are to gather together; in 
His name they are to pray, and to act in all matters that 
concern His cause and people. So meeting, they are to 
find that He is in the midst of them; so asking and acting, 
they shall have the petitions which they desire of Him. 
He will do the work through them.

Unseen Leader
We see the practical fulfilment of these promises in 
the narrative of the Acts. Far greater spiritual results 
followed the preaching of the Gospel after Pentecost 
than those which followed the preaching of our 
Lord Himself. More thousands of converts could be 
counted probably within a year from the Ascension 
than hundreds during the three years of the Saviour’s 
earthly ministry. The unseen Leader was followed 
as He never had been when He companied with His 
disciples in the flesh. The voice of Christ risen and 
ascended was heard, and understood, and obeyed, 
although that same voice in other days fell so often 
upon dull and regardless ears.

Illustrations of this meet us in every scene in the 
history of the apostolic Church from the first. In the 
election of Matthias, while the company of disciples, 
on the proposal of Peter, “put forward” two men who 
seemed to them most fit, the actual appointment 
is placed directly in the hands of Christ Himself, as 
present unseen in the midst of them. He must choose 
this apostle as He had chosen the rest. “They prayed, 
and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts 
of all men, show of these two the one whom Thou 
hast chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship, from which Judas fell away, that he might 
go to his own place.” (Acts 1:23-25)

DOCTRINE

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH
D. DOUGLAS BANNERMAN
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DOCTRINE

PSALM-SINGING A GOSPEL ORDINANCE
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND 

In a day when many deny psalm-singing as a 
Gospel or New Testament ordinance, it is worth 
considering the following points:

1. A Commanded Ordinance 
Psalm-singing is commanded in both Testaments 
(see e.g. Ps. 105:2; James 5:13). To turn from the 
Psalter is to abandon true worship for something akin 
to Samaritanism, or ignorant worship (John 4:22). 
The Synod of Laodicea (AD 350) and the Council of 
Bracatara (AD 563) both forbade the singing of non-
scriptural hymns. John Calvin included psalm-singing 
in the four principal acts of worship. The commentator 
Matthew Henry said that Christ’s moving of the singing 
of the ‘Hallel’ (Psalms 113-118) from the close of the 
Passover to the close of the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:30 
mg) “plainly intimates that he intended that ordinance 
should continue in his church”.

2. An Abandoned Practice 
Biblical Psalmody has been abandoned across 
evangelicalism. The breach began with the Baptist 
preacher Benjamin Keach (1640-1704), and was 
widened by the Congregationalist minister Isaac Watts 
(1674-1748), who became the standard-bearer for 
man-made praise. John Cotton, who ministered in 
England and the American colonies, spoke of ‘anti-
Psalmists’, who, though a tiny minority in those days, 
have become the majority in the modern Church. New 
productions appear annually, with everyone thinking 
that they can produce material acceptable for the 
praise of God. Astonishingly, abandoning exclusive 
Psalmody is seen as a sign of spiritual progress!

3. A Sectarian Replacement
Psalmody has been replaced with sectarian hymns. The 
Episcopalians have their own, likewise the Baptists, 
the Methodists and even Presbyterians. What was once 
a point of uniformity has become a point of disunity. 
Many evangelicals are oblivious to the heresies and 
errors they melodiously repeat. Compositions with 
Arian or Romish sentiments barely raise an eyebrow. 
The Psalter is the only truly sound songbook. The 
Presbyterian minister and historian Thomas M’Crie 
(1797-1875) stated that “in every protestant country, 
a metrical version of the Psalms, in the vernacular 
language, appeared at a very early period”. 

4. The Elevation of Man 
The use of human compositions in worship is the 
elevation of man’s poetry above that of the Holy Spirit. 
Man’s words are elevated above words of divine 
inspiration, for our Lord stated that the Psalmist spoke 
by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 22:43,44). This is done to the 
exclusion of the Holy Spirit, who bears witness to Christ 
(John 15:26), with the result that Christ is no longer 
exalted in worship. When the divine prescription is not 
followed, “will worship” (Col. 2:23) becomes the norm.

5. Psalmody the only Praise
The Directory for the Public Worship of God states: 
“It is the duty of Christians to praise God publicly, by 
singing of psalms together in the congregation and 
also privately in the family.” The Directory mentions 
only the Psalms: the word ‘hymn’ does not occur. It 
specifies that everyone who could read was to have a 
Psalm book; the practice of 'lining out' the psalm was 
encouraged so that the illiterate could join in the praise.

6. The Loss of Christ
The Psalms are full of Christ, in ways that modern 
songwriters cannot possibly achieve. In The 
Accomplished Singer, John Cotton’s grandson Cotton 
Mather (1663-1728) quotes from a commentary on the 
Psalms published in 1557: “A Glorious CHRIST is the 
Sum and Soul of them all; The Person, the Natures, the 
Vertues, the Humiliation, the Exaltation, the Extensive 
Kingdom, and the Admirable Glories of our SAVIOUR, are 
in the Psalms, every where sparkling, like the Stones of 
Fire, with which the Rock is brightened”. The true Christ 
is ‘lost’ when the Psalms are neglected, no matter how 
emotional, sentimental or brilliant the composition.

7. The Vital Question 
The question comes down to this: are we prepared to 
abandon our covenant obligations? The Solemn League 
and Covenant binds us to endeavour the preservation 
of the Scottish Church’s doctrine, worship, discipline 
and government, and to bring the visible church in 
the three kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland 
to “uniformity in religion, confession of faith, form 
of church-government, directory for worship and 
catechising”. Those Presbyterian denominations that 
have abandoned exclusive Psalmody have effectively 
abandoned the Covenant itself.
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“And there were some that had indignation within 
themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment 
made? For it might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And 
they murmured against her.” (Mark 14:4,5)

In Scripture we learn from bad examples and good 
examples. Sometimes a bad man can speak the 
truth, like Balaam. It was Judas Iscariot who spoke 

against the woman who anointed the Lord’s feet (John 
12:4,5). He was thinking about possibilities. We can 
all identify with that, because we are also sinners and 
have such ‘daydreams’. “It might have been.”

How these Words are Used
These words are often said with sadness and regret, 
when circumstances are against us. We think, “it might 
have been otherwise, if I had chosen this or done that”. 
An old minister in Point gave an illustration. He said 
that sometime, usually early in life, you will have to 
make a choice between Road A and Road B, and both 
look very attractive. The problem is that we can only 
see so far down the road. Road A is slightly more 
attractive, and so you choose Road A. And you go down 
Road A, and then part of the way you think, “Well, this 
isn’t what I expected”. It might have been otherwise, 
so I will go back and go down Road B. But you can’t go 
back! Road B is now closed forever. You are on Road A, 
and with choices come consequences.

These words can also be said with indignation, 
as here. Something spoken in anger is rarely wise 
and is usually recalled later. An old divine said that 
“anger is a brief madness”. Something comes out in 
the speech, and you cannot take it back. But it might 
have been otherwise. If only I had not been angry. If 
only my emotions had not got the better of me. Maybe 
these disciples, when they saw the Lord rebuking 
Judas, thought, “if only I had not followed Judas in my 
thinking”. It might have been otherwise.

The words are often the result of selfishness, which 
is a large factor in sin. What is Judas implying here? 

“I would have chosen otherwise. I would have put this 
to a better use.” He is implying that he is wiser than 
Christ. And that is really what we are implying when 
we think, it might have been otherwise, or, it should 
have been otherwise. We are murmuring against God’s 
providence in our lives. This woman was suffering for 
doing the right thing, but sadly that did not matter 
to the audience. And remember, these words were 
spoken in a group of disciples.

When these are our thoughts and words, it is really 
the product of unbelief. We are not accepting God’s 
purpose for our lives. There is this temptation to think, 
it might have been otherwise. Judas of course had no 
faith at all, but we have the temptation of unbelief from 
indwelling sin. The disciples who had faith would surely, 
at least afterwards, regret and repent for such thoughts. 
Faith resists second-guessing God in His intentions.

A Lack of Understanding
These words arise from a lack of understanding of 
the Lord, who permitted and approved the woman’s 
act. There is a sense of disapproval when you say, “it 
might have been otherwise”. You are leaving the Lord 
out of your thinking, and not submitting to Him. Even 
if there is something you do not understand, the Lord 
has promised that all things will work together for our 
good (Rom. 8:28). We see this in the disciples, who 
would not make the same mistake again! How does 
Judas know that selling the ointment and giving the 
money to the poor would have been better? Faith will 
submit to the Lord’s doings. We may not understand 
why He is putting us through something, and be 
tempted to think it might have been different if we had 
made a different choice, but we trust Him. It will be 
according to His purpose.

Judas was blind to what was going on. Christ was 
being honoured, but Judas was questioning this, and 
the woman received the brunt of the criticism. He was 
also implying that the Lord could have stopped it, but 
surely Christ had His own reason. “It might have been” 
argues a lack of love to Christ. This woman did what 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
REV. JAMES CLARK
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she could. Where there is love for Christ you cannot 
do enough. You mourn that what you do for the Lord 
is all too little. The remedy is to keep the Lord’s love in 
view always. If the Lord does something in our lives, 
whether directly or through others, we have to take it 
as a purpose of love.

A Mistaken View of Life
These words reveal a mistaken view of life which Jesus 
corrects. He defends this woman. Love, generosity, self-
denial, a living sacrifice for Christ – there is no waste 
there. It is quite different from spending something on 
yourself or wasting your own time. Surely the purpose 
of our lives is to glorify Christ? Others tried to put this 
woman into a state of humiliation, and reproached 
her, but what does it matter, if the Lord is magnified? 
The two often go together. Moses went out of Egypt, 
and was reproached for doing so, but he honoured the 
Lord.

It was said to Job, “Should it be according to thy 
mind?” (Job 34:33) In other words, is Job’s mind to be 
the arbiter of all that goes on in this world? We have 
that temptation that if it is not right to us then it cannot 
be right to anybody else, but it was right to the Lord. 
He approved this woman, and that is all that matters. 
Think of poor Jeremiah. He was going under so often, 
weeping and praying to get away, but the Lord enabled 
him to endure. He would not have chosen it himself, 
but the Lord chose it for him; it was His purpose of 
grace. It shall all be well in the end.

Christ said this was “a good work” (v.6). The woman’s 
motive was right. Without faith it is impossible to 
please God (Heb. 11:6), and what she did was in faith 
and love to Christ, and so she pleased God. She went 
out of her way to do this. She travelled to Simon’s 
house. Nobody else there broke a box of precious 
ointment, but she did. If the others there were going 
to be remembered it was for doing nothing, but this 
woman was remembered because she did what she 
could. In their eyes it was not much, but it was much in 
the eyes of the Lord.

These words can also be used in the sense of 
gratitude. Paul was what he was by the grace of God 
(1 Cor. 15:10); without that grace he would have been 
something else. When we look at those who are without 
Christ, do we not sometimes think, But for the grace 
of God, that might have been me? Two ministers were 
walking by Greenock Prison many years ago. As they 
saw the faces at the windows, one said to the other, 
“Well isn’t it good we’re not one of them.” His colleague 
replied, “Friend, the only difference between them and 

us is that they were caught.” Their sins found them out. 
It might have been otherwise if our sins had found us 
out, if the consequences had not been removed, if the 
foolish mistakes had not been overruled. “He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins” (Ps. 103:10).

A Positive View of Life
We should be looking forward positively, because 
sometimes we rule out in advance some possibilities 
in providence. How many things have happened to us 
which never entered our thinking. This woman was 
looking forward. She was anointing Christ for His 
burial. Providence is working out for us “a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
We are moving from “it might have been” to things 
which shall be. Would we not do better to think upon 
these things, instead of making our souls anxious 
of all the various possibilities that come into our 
imaginations?

As God’s people, we all have our sufferings and 
perplexities, but how does the story end? Go to the end 
of the Bible and there they are, all safely gathered in 
before the Lamb in the midst of the Throne; they see 
His face and God Himself shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. There is no “might have been”. It is certain. 
Think of the “shall be’s” and “will be’s” of Scripture. “I 
will be your God, and ye shall be my people” (Jer. 7:23). 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 
“They shall be mine, in that day when I make up my 
jewels” (Mal. 3:17).

“It might have been”. We can understand that way 
of thinking, but we should be positive. What God says, 
shall be. Sometimes we do not understand how it will 
happen, but it shall be, and that is why we pray at the 
end, “Amen”. The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. We 
should give thanks that, as John Newton said: “I am not 
what I ought to be, I am not what I want to be, I am not 
what I hope to be in another world; but still I am not 
what I once used to be, and by the grace of God I am 
what I am.”

PRACTICAL RELIGION / IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

“As God’s people, 
we all have our 
sufferings and 
perplexities, but how 
does the story end?”
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TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY
THOMAS BUDGEN

PRACTICAL RELIGION

(Mr Budgen is a final year student in the Free Church 
Seminary.)

By the time a Divinity Student finishes his course 
at the Free Church Seminary, he will have sat 
close to forty exams. Training for the ministry 

is a wonderful privilege, but it brings with it many 
challenges. The Student must study to show himself 
“approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 
2:15). What are the challenges?

1) Academic Challenges
The Divinity Student is examined in Systematic 
Theology, Practical Theology (which includes 
Hermeneutics, Homiletics, Apologetics, Pastoral 
Theology and Biblical Ethics), Hebrew & Old Testament, 
Greek & New Testament and Church History & Church 
Principles. The aim of the course is to ground the 
Student in the rich heritage of the Reformed faith and 
to prepare him as a preacher of the Gospel and pastor 
of God’s people. We are thankful that the Seminary is 
supplied by able, willing and experienced ministers 
who give up much of their own time to oversee the 
teaching.

The course is usually studied on a full-time basis 
over a three- or four-year period. The Student is 
required to attend Seminary each month in Inverness, 
when lectures are given over a couple of days, making 
the time enjoyable but intense. He is assigned Seminary 
‘homework’ and expected to complete it before the 
next Seminary visit.

The Student will also be expected to complete three 
7000-word Discourses by the end of the Seminary. One 
must be in Systematic Theology and another in either 
the Hebrew or Greek language; the third is left up to 
the Student. I chose to focus my three Discourses on 
Covenant Theology, Isaiah 53 (Hebrew) and the life of 
the Puritan preacher and author, Thomas Watson.

If the Student has never studied Greek before, he 
may be required to sit a Greek entrance exam before 
going into the Seminary. This was my experience. 
Presbytery exams are also compulsory, entailing yearly 
exams on Scripture (very challenging but beneficial), 

Doctrine (Shorter Catechism, Westminster Confession 
of Faith) and a set book (a different one each year). 
These examinations are during the summer months, 
separate from Seminary work.

2) Practical Challenges
The Seminary has a useful practical emphasis as well, 
but this too forms a formidable challenge for the 
Student.

Firstly, there is the preaching class, which is 
conducted under the oversight of Rev. Harry Woods. 
Historically, this took the form of a classroom setting, 
but more recently it shifted to the ‘live’ setting of a 
Prayer Meeting in Mr Woods’ own congregation in 
Beauly. My first time in Beauly involved preaching to a 
congregation that included six ministers! The Student 
is critiqued by Mr Woods, with due attention paid to 
the sermon’s delivery, structure, content and Christ-
centredness. Other students are encouraged to offer 
constructive feedback.

Secondly, there is supply. The Student will often 
be asked to supply vacant pulpits, as well as help 
ministers who are away from home. This is excellent 
training, though nerve-racking. Sermon preparation 
and travel can take up much of his time.

Thirdly, there is evangelism. The student will be 
expected to help with outreach. This is sometimes 
conducted under the oversight of the denomination’s 
Home Mission Worker and/or his local minister. This 
is a good ‘eye-opener’, and alerts one to the sad apathy 
and ignorance shown by many towards spiritual 
things.

3) Financial Challenges
Studying full-time will inevitably require a man to give 
up the benefits of full-time secular employment for the 
duration of his studies. This can be extremely testing, 
but the Student looks to the Lord, that He will provide 
for his family’s needs (Phil. 4:19). Thankfully there 
are Student Loans available to recognised candidates 
for the Ministry. Some students are able to remain in 
their spheres of secular employment whilst studying, 
albeit on a limited basis. In some cases, the wife of 
the Student will have to become the ‘bread winner’ 
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(Bridges [1794-1869] was a leading evangelical minister 
in the Church of England. This piece is taken from an 
edition of his work ‘The Christian Ministry’ published in 
1844.)

If the church be called a flock, the Minister is the 
pastor to “seek that which is lost – to strengthen 
the diseased – to heal the sick – to bring again that 

which was driven away”; in a word, to shepherd the 
flock in all the exercises of tenderness, consideration, 
and care, that belong to this endearing character 
(Ezek. 34:4). If the family of Christ be an household, 
the Minister is “the faithful and wise steward”, who 
dispenses the provision of the house according to the 
necessities of its several members (Luke 12:42). If 
the Church of God be a city, he is the watchman (Ezek. 
33:7), to wake and warn slumberers of their peril. If 
it be a husbandry, he is the “labourer” (1 Cor. 3:9), to 
plant and water the soil – to cleanse the earth – to 
watch the growth of the plant – and instrumentally 
to bring forward the harvest. If it be a building, he is 
the “master-builder” (v.10), to build upon the “sure 
foundation” lively stones – a spiritual house – “growing 
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and seek out full-time employment. This can result in 
pressure upon all. If the Student has a young family 
and his wife works full-time, he will not only have to 
pursue his studies diligently but also manage little 
ones and maintain the home.

4) Personal Challenges
Academic ability is a pre-requisite. Stress management 
must also be learned fast. There is also the question of 
one’s own personal growth in holiness. Daily devotional 
times in the morning before any formal studying takes 
place are non-negotiable. Praying through the day 
must become a holy skill. Overall, the Student must 
strive to take heed to his own soul first and foremost 
(1 Tim. 4:16), and make the study of Christ his delight.

I have often been asked what is the most challenging 
aspect of the Seminary. The volume of the work would 

be one. The other is the Hebrew language. The key to 
success, as in most lines of work, is personal drive and 
discipline – especially for the Student, since he works 
alone. Military-like planning and execution is vital, 
though he must remain flexible. If the Student forms 
good work habits in his student years, he will carry 
them through into the Ministry. I’m often asked what 
my favourite subject is. I have enjoyed studying the Old 
Testament. It is a rich honeycomb full of the Person of 
Christ.

Overall, the Seminary experience is rigorous and 
challenging. The Student’s call and character will be 
tested – as it should be – and it is only the call and God’s 
grace that will ultimately see him through. However, it 
is also a time when blessed friendships are formed, and 
for giving oneself wholly “to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13).

unto an holy temple in the Lord, builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit” (1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 
2:20-22). If there be a treaty of peace to be negotiated 
between the Majesty of heaven and a world of rebels, 
he is the ambassador, entrusted with “the Ministry of 
reconciliation”; and praying them in Christ’s stead – 
“Be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20).

We do not limit the infinite extent and power of 
Divine grace, when we speak of the necessity of the 
Christian Ministry. These uses of the sacred institution 
are not and cannot be necessary to God, as if he were 
unable to work without them. But they are such as he has 
appointed and made necessary in the constituted order 
of means, for the accomplishment of his own purposes 
of mercy to the world (James 1:18; Eph. 4:12,13). His 
sovereign pleasure has ordained this office as a first 
link of means in the chain of salvation; so that without 
a Ministry there should be no hearing of the word – 
consequently no faith in the only Saviour of whom it 
speaks – no calling upon his name – no salvation (Rom. 
10:13-15; 1 Cor. 1:21). Thus also the destitution of the 
Ministry is the dark sign of the departure of the presence 
of God from the Church (2 Chron. 15:3; Hos. 3:4).

THE NECESSITY OF THE MINISTRY
CHARLES BRIDGES
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Human life is a unique thing, and medical 
ethics surrounding the sanctity of human life 
are increasingly the focus of public debate 

in the media, the law courts and the political arena. 
Before considering society’s confused messages it 
is important to understand what the Bible teaches 
regarding human life – its beginning, end and value.

Image of God
Scripture reveals that God is the sovereign Creator of 
all life. He gives life, He sustains life, and only He has 
the authority to take life away. Human beings are the 
pinnacle of God’s creation, as the Bible explains: “and 
God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness...so God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them” (Gen. 1:26-27).

Human beings are different to the animals. Mankind 
alone is created in the image of God and that remains 
true even after the Fall. Because every single human 
life bears that image, it has intrinsic value regardless 
of how young or old, how able-bodied or how disabled 
a person may be. Deliberate destruction of human life 
is a grave sin. After the flood God declared to Noah: 
“whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed: for in the image of God made he man” (Gen. 
9:6). The sixth commandment is: “thou shalt not kill” 
(Exod. 20:13).

The Beginning of Life
Scripture is also clear about when human life begins. 
David recognises that his need of a Saviour began not 
at birth but at conception: “behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 
51:5). Luke 1:35 records that the birth of Jesus Christ 
was preceded by the Holy Spirit coming upon Mary 
and the power of the Most High overshadowing her. 
Joseph is assured by the angel of the Lord: “that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 1:20). 
Hebrews 2:17 states that Jesus Christ was human 
in every way that we are human, though He was 
“without sin” (Heb. 4:15). Since His humanity began 
at conception, this must mark the point at which all 
human life begins.

These Bible truths are consistent with human 
biology. A new biological human life is created at 
conception when the sperm fertilises the ovum (egg). 
After this point no new genetic material is added. The 

fundamental characteristics of the new person are 
fixed, including sex, hair colour, eye colour and factors 
which influence height and build.

Abortion Kills
Throughout history Christians have opposed abortion 
– the killing of a baby between conception and birth. 
John Calvin, commenting on Exodus 21:22-25, stated 
that “the foetus, though enclosed in the womb of its 
mother, is already a human being...if it seems more 
horrible to kill a man in his own house than in a field, 
because a man’s house is his place of most secure refuge, 
it ought surely to be deemed more atrocious to destroy a 
foetus in the womb before it has come to light”.

In the UK abortion is now commonplace. The 
Abortion Act introduced in 1967 has led to over 9 
million babies being aborted in England, Scotland, and 
Wales. 209,745 babies were aborted in 2017 alone. 
Approximately 1 in 5 of all pregnancies in Britain 
now ends in abortion. Over 98% of these are carried 
out for ‘social reasons’. The small numbers performed 
on grounds of foetal handicap include treatable 
conditions such as cleft palate. An unborn child who 
has a handicap is created in the image of God and has 
no less right to life than any other child.

Risks of Abortion
Women are presented with abortion as a quick fix to a 
crisis. But abortion not only destroys the child’s life, it 
carries serious consequences for the mother. Studies 
show that women having induced abortions are almost 
twice as likely to suffer mental health problems, three 
times as likely to have major depression and six times 
as likely to commit suicide as mothers who do not 
have an abortion. Medical research has recorded a 
statistically significant increase in premature births 
amongst women who have had an abortion. Abortion 
procedures carry a significant level of risk. Surgical 
abortion is as liable to complications as any invasive 
medical procedure. Mifepristone, the drug used for 
medical abortions, has been linked to some fatalities 
in both North America and the UK.

Christian believers must pray that our society will 
be awakened to the horror of abortion and that there 
will be national repentance. We must also speak out in 
defence of our unborn neighbours: “open thy mouth 
for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed 
to destruction” (Prov. 31:8).

YOUTH FOCUS

THE SANCTITY OF LIFE AND ABORTION
CALLUM WEBSTER
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2019 Spring Conference (Rev. Richard Ross)

Agood number of folk gathered in brilliant 
sunshine for the annual Spring Conference 
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), 

which was held at Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church on 
19th April. The speaker was Mr Nigel Kenny, Scotland 
Officer for the Christian Institute and his topic was ‘The 
Role of Male and Female in Society’. Rev. Harry Woods 
(Beauly) ably chaired the gathering, leading worship 
before both the morning and afternoon sessions.

In the morning Mr Kenny addressed the gathering 
on the role of male and female in society. He dealt 
effectively in showing how far removed our society 
has become from the Scriptural standard of male and 
female, and how as Christians we must stay ‘salt and 
light’ in our perishing world.

In the afternoon Mr Kenny spoke on the relatively 
recent rise of the transgender movement, and its 
insistence on indoctrination of all strata of society. After 
both his addresses, Mr Kenny answered questions on 
the practical implications of his subject.

Thanks are due to the following: Culloden-Balloch 
Baptist Church for the use of their building; Mrs Debbie 
Allan and her helpers for the lovely lunch provided; Mrs 
Flora Roberts who organised the children’s activities; 
and Rev. John Keddie, who led short, but informative 
times of Psalmody.

Closing of Free Church Seminary (Rev. John Keddie)

T he Free Church Seminary formally closes for 
the 2018-19 Session with a service at Westhill 
Church, Inverness, on Friday, 7th June 2019, at 

7.30pm (D.V.). The service will include the graduation 
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of our two students, Thomas Buchanan and Thomas 
Budgen.

There will be a report on the work of the Seminary 
for the year from the retiring Principal. Rev. John 
Keddie is laying aside both the Principalship and the 
Lectureship in Church History & Principles, and the 
meeting will bring to a close his duties in connection 
with these roles. He has served the Church and 
Seminary as a lecturer for eleven years and additionally 
as Principal for five. Mr Keddie will give the closing 
address in the course of the service. The meeting will 
see the introduction of the men who will replace Mr 
Keddie. These appointments are due to be made by 
the General Assembly which begins, Lord willing, in 
Edinburgh on Monday 20th May at 6.00pm.

There will be some literature available on the evening 
and it is hoped that there will be a good show of support 
by the Church at large. The service and graduation will 
be followed by refreshments and an opportunity for 
fellowship. (The Westhill Church is located at Culloden 
Road, Westhill, Inverness, IV2 5BP – approximately 200 
yards east of the Inverness city boundary.)

New Publication (Rev. Raymond Kemp)

A new booklet written by Mr Maurice Grant and 
Rev. John Keddie and entitled Metrical Psalmody 
in the Free Church of Scotland has recently been 

published by the Publications Committee. An historical 
study, this attractive, well-researched and well-written 
booklet has been printed by Lulu (www.lulu.com) and 
is available from Lulu, and from other internet sites 
such as Amazon. It is a paperback of 58 pages (ISBN: 
978-0-244-01108-6).

A Psalmody session at the Spring Conference (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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The booklet will cost 
£3.50 (plus postage) from 
internet websites. If it 
is obtained through the 
Publications Committee the 
cost will be £3.00, or £2.50 
if four or more copies are 
taken, plus postage. Please 
contact the Distribution 
Manager for the Committee: 
Mr Bill McQueer, The Manse, 
Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness, 

IV2 6XF (Email: publicationsorders@fccontinuing.org 
/ Tel.: 01808 521474).

Germany – A Country Needing a New Reformation 
(supplied by Rev. Maurice Roberts)

In some places in Germany it is possible to find a 
Reformed church. These are Reformed Baptist or 
Reformed Presbyterian. But these churches are 

only very small – perhaps 10-50 people in attendance. 
These congregations have been started by groups from 
other countries. They have very little contact with one 
another and they amount to no more than around 
twenty-five such churches in the whole of Germany.

With the help of Reformed Christians in the 
Netherlands some years ago a Reformation Society 
was founded. Its aim was to promote Reformed and 
Puritan theology. The name of it is Reformation-
Gesellschaft-Heidelberg (RGH). Its web-address 
is http://reformationsgesellschaft.de. The society 
produces give-away brochures. During the 
Reformation jubilee 5,000 brochures (100 pages) 
were distributed which contained excerpts from 
Luther’s writings. These quotations from Luther 
taught the doctrine of the bondage of the will and the 
freedom of the Christian.

The society also printed 12,000 copies of the little 
book ‘Can We Know God?’ The author of this is Maurice 
Roberts. Nearly half of these booklets have now been 
distributed. In the current year, which is the Jubilee of 
the Synod of Dort, the texts of the Canons of Dort have 
been published and are available free to those who 
want them. 

This year a decision was taken to start a substantial 
publishing work. This decision was taken because some 
of the small existing publishing houses in Germany 
may go out of business in a few years. Currently several 
works of the Puritans are being translated. Also a book 
by Daniel Wilson on the subject of the Sabbath Day is 
due to be published. However resources are small and 
the number of workers on the project are few. 

Maurice Roberts was the main speaker at a 
Reformation Conference in the RGH in Siegen (North 
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Westphalia). It was an encouragement to hear the 
gospel fully preached in all its glory and power. Many 
of those who attended longed for preaching of this 
kind to be heard in Germany. However, those who 
belonged to local evangelical churches were not 
interested to attend these meetings where Puritan 
teaching was given. But Christians who held Puritan 
views of theology came from a distance to attend these 
meetings. 

May the Lord raise up more witnesses and more 
Churches in all parts of Germany where Reformed 
theology is preached. And may God restore to us a 
longing for more holiness in our worship services 
and in our personal lives. May He put a stop to the 
destructive trend of meaningless contemporary 
worship music. 

We are aware that the situation in the UK is much 
the same. So our wish and prayer is that God may 
revive His work in Germany and also in Britain. Our 
hope and prayer is that the Lord may turn this glimpse 
of morning light into the radiant brightness of full 
summer day.

Dr Sebastian Merk
info@reformationsgesellschaft.de

Terrorists Target the Church in Burkina Faso 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On Lord’s Day 28 April gunmen attacked a 
church in Sirgadji in north-eastern Burkina 
Faso. The worship service over, the believers 

were chatting outside when a dozen militants swept 
in on motorcycles, demanding everyone convert to 
Islam. The believers refused. After burning their Bibles 
and phones, the militants executed their captives one 
by one. Pastor Pierre Ouedraogo (80), his son, his 
brother-in-law and three other church members were 
martyred. Relatives had advised Pastor Pierre to flee 
the region, but he refused to leave the church. Both 
al-Qaeda and Islamic State are active in Burkina Faso; 
terror is escalating. Islamic State has long encouraged 
its supporters to unleash terror at home and recently 
declared it will specifically target ‘crusaders’, i.e. 
Christians and Westerners. Please pray for Burkina 
Faso and its Church.  

Quote

“If Providence delay the performance of any 
mercy to you, that you have long waited and 
prayed for, yet see that you do not despond, 

nor grow weary of waiting upon God for that reason. 
It pleases the Lord oftentimes to try and exercise his 
people this way, and make them cry, ‘How long, Lord, 
how long?’ (Ps. 13:1,2)”
John Flavel
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THE CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

A misguided movement

There is a growing campaign to do more about 
‘climate change’. For several months thousands 
of students and schoolchildren have attended 

weekly ‘strikes’ organised by the UK Student Climate 
Network, demanding ‘climate justice’. In mid-
April Extinction Rebellion, which demands that 
“Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 
2025”, occupied locations in central London. One 
banner read, “Are we the last generation?” At the end 
of April the first minister Nicola Sturgeon said: “I am 
declaring that there is a climate emergency...Scotland 
will live up to our responsibility to tackle it.”

A key figure in the international climate campaign 
is Greta Thunberg, a sixteen-year-old Swedish ‘climate 
activist’ who persuaded her parents to stop eating meat 
and give up flying by making them feel guilty about it. 
To her, “almost everything is black or white”. Thunberg 
spoke recently at Westminster to a meeting of the All 
Party Parliamentary Climate Change Group, having 
previously addressed the World Economic Forum at 
Davos, the EU Parliament and the Pope. Warning that 
CO2 emissions must stop if we are to stay below 1.5-2C 
of global warming, she insisted: “we’re only repeating 
the message of the united climate science”. The 
Environment Secretary Michael Gove responded by 
describing Thunberg as “the voice of our conscience”.

The alarmist rhetoric and depressing ideology 
of this campaign should concern us. A nation that 
is led by its youth and not its elders is in trouble. In 
judgement the Lord said of Judah, “I will give children 
to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them” 
(Isa. 3:4). Teenagers may have knowledge, but hardly 
possess the wisdom necessary to frame good policy, 
which comes only by experience. The dogmatism of 
the climate movement is disturbing. If anyone dares 
to challenge the scientific evidence behind claims of a 
permanent alteration to the earth’s climate caused by 
human activities, they are accused of ‘climate denial’, as 
though such questioning was equivalent to ‘Holocaust 
denial’. The Green MP Caroline Lucas had to apologise 
for making that very comparison, when arguing that 
climate change is “a fact beyond dispute”.

Man’s pride is seen in the idea that we can control the 
earth’s climate. While we are to use this world without 
abusing it, ‘saving the planet’ is not within our power, 
for by God’s appointment “the fashion of this world 
passeth away” (1 Cor. 7:31). Our focus should be more 
on the world to come, and the salvation of our souls.

ABORTION IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Province’s pro-life laws under attack

MPs at Westminster are campaigning to impose 
abortion in Northern Ireland. On 25th April the 
Women and Equalities Committee published 

a report calling for the legalisation of abortion in the 
Province in cases where babies are believed to have a 
life-limiting condition. Although there are no Northern 
Ireland MPs on the Committee, it launched an inquiry into 
the Province’s abortion laws back in September. Many 
members of the public responded to the call for evidence 
and 89% of their submissions opposed any weakening 
of Northern Ireland’s pro-life legal framework. However 
politicians on the Committee have pushed ahead with 
their call to liberalise the existing laws.

Responsibility for abortion legislation is devolved 
to the Northern Ireland Assembly. When Stormont last 
considered this issue in February 2016, a clear majority 
of MLAs voted to maintain the current protections 
for unborn children. Activists at Westminster are 
taking advantage of the suspension of the Assembly to 
bypass locally-elected politicians and impose their pro-
abortion agenda on the Province. Various lobby groups 
are working to overturn Northern Ireland’s pro-life laws 
too. Amnesty International has been vocal in the media 
advocating liberalisation. Twice last year delegations 
of Labour and Conservative MPs visited the Province 
to meet with Amnesty International and the Family 
Planning Association regarding abortion provision.

In October, Diana Johnson MP introduced a Ten 
Minute Rule Bill in the House of Commons which 
included the introduction of abortion in the Province 
up to 24 weeks gestation. Although a majority of MPs 
voted for this, Ten Minute Rule Bills rarely become 
law. In March, another Labour politician Stella Creasy 
MP tabled an amendment to the budget Bill to impose 
abortion on Northern Ireland, but this failed to pass. 
There have also been attempts to force a change in 
the law through the courts, including a legal action 
pursued by the NI Human Rights Commission. This 
was rejected by the UK Supreme Court, but a woman 
from Belfast is currently pursuing another case.

Research confirms that approximately 100,000 
people are alive today because Northern Ireland did 
not introduce the 1967 Abortion Act that applies in 
Great Britain. The Province’s life-affirming laws are 
facing sustained assault from activists in politics and 
the media. We must pray that these efforts will come 
to nothing. “Thus saith the Lord...do no wrong, do no 
violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, 
neither shed innocent blood in this place” (Jer. 22:3).

COMMENT
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Hugh M’Kail, born about the year 1640 and 
educated at the University of Edinburgh, was 
licensed by the Presbytery of Edinburgh in 

1661. As a probationer his sermons met with public 
acceptance, and he served as a chaplain to Sir James 
Stuart of Kirkfield.  His last public sermon, on Song of 
Solomon 1:7, was preached in September 1662, just 
before the Act of Uniformity was imposed in Edinburgh, 
forcing faithful ministers out of their pulpits. Some 
of M’Kail’s expressions in this sermon angered the 
powers that be, and a few days later he was forced to 
flee from his bed at a moment’s notice of impending 
arrest, and, it would seem, lived in hiding for the four 
years that followed.

M’Kail was martyred at the market cross of 
Edinburgh in 1666, at twenty-six years of age. He died 
during the perilous times that followed the Restoration 
of Charles II. Despite swearing to uphold the national 
covenants and the Presbyterian government of the 
church, Charles imposed his own rule upon the church 
by way of bishops, ejected faithful ministers, and loosed 
the cruelties of his dragoons upon the countryside.

In November 1666, there was an uprising against 
the tyranny of Charles II known as the Pentland Rising, 
and it was for his connection with this movement 
that Hugh M’Kail was put to death. Whatever else 
may be said about the subject of armed resistance to 
tyranny, it is noteworthy that M’Kail himself was put to 
death despite never having been a combatant against 
government forces. He travelled with the Pentland 
men for nine days, but was forced – before the battle of 
Rullion Green – to leave them because of his ill-health, 
and was captured without resistance.

M’Kail’s composure and even cheerfulness in 
facing death contain an edifying testimony. In the 
days leading up to his martyrdom, while imprisoned, 
he conversed with his fellow-prisoners, and his godly 
father also had liberty to visit him. One evening before 
his death, which took place in late December 1666, as 
he supped with his friends, he said, “Eat to the full, and 
cherish your bodies, that we may be a fat Christmas-
pie to the prelates.” (The observation of holy days 
such as Christmas was one of the Five Articles of Perth 
imposed upon the Scottish church by James VI in 
1618.) On the morning of his execution, rising at five in 

the morning to seek the Lord, M’Kail pleasantly chided 
his companion, saying, “Up, John, for you are too long 
in bed: you and I look not like men going to be hanged 
this day, seeing we lie so long.”

The holy logic that enabled M’Kail to face death with 
such composure is exemplified in several questions 
that he proposed and answered for his friends on the 
night before his execution, a kind of martyr’s catechism. 
One of these was as follows:

“How should I go from the Tolbooth through a 
multitude of gazing people, and guards of soldiers, to a 
scaffold and gibbet, and overcome the impression of all 
this?

By conceiving a deeper impression of a multitude of 
angels, who are on-lookers; according to that saying, ‘We 
are a gazing-stock to the world, angels, and men’: for 
the angels, rejoicing at our good confession, are present 
to convoy [convey] and carry our souls, as the soul of 
Lazarus, to Abraham’s bosom; not to receive them, for 
that is Jesus Christ’s work alone, who will welcome them 
to heaven Himself, with the songs of angels and blessed 
spirits; the angels are but ministering spirits, always 
ready to serve and strengthen dying believers.”

Thus, this saint’s dying-in-faith, models for us the 
truth of 2 Corinthians 4:17-18: “For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.”

CHURCH HISTORY

A MARTYR’S CATECHISM
REV. BRENT C. EVANS

The site of the original market cross of 
Edinburgh, where Hugh M’Kail was martyred
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

The Church: Its Nature, Ordinances and Offices
John W. Keddie, Scottish Reformed Heritage 
Publications, pbk, 396pp, £12.00 from Lulu.com

What does a Reformed, Evangelical and 
Presbyterian Church look like? The Free 
Church (Continuing) should be thankful that 

one of her own has produced what is surely a definitive 
expression of what Scripture teaches on this much 
neglected yet necessary subject. Books on ecclesiology 
are rare to buy, and modern books on the subject are 
even rarer. It seems that anything is good for publishing 
except material on the Church. John Keddie has thus 
done a magnificent service to the entire Cause of Christ 
with this worthwhile book. In five sections, he addresses 
all the key elements of the doctrine of the Church.

Section 1 deals with the Nature & Government 
of the Church: what the Church is; the Head of the 
Church; Marks; Purpose; Membership; Discipline; 
Forms of Church Government; Church and State; 
Church and Antichrist. These things are fundamental: 
go wrong here and all goes wrong, as sadly we see with 
modern evangelicalism. The confusion and chaos is the 
direct consequence of both ignorance and rejection of 
everything that was once generally understood. Take 
the subject of the purpose of the Church. Why does it 
exist? Mr Keddie demonstrates from Scripture that the 
answer is not what many contemporaries think it is.

In Section 2, Mr Keddie gives a robust defence of 
Creeds and Confessions that is absolutely essential 
in an age of shallowness. He opens the section by 
stating that a Church’s creed or confession is crucial, 
for it indicates her self-understanding. Decline from 
orthodoxy and loosening subscription run in direct 
parallel. Mr Keddie seems to have anticipated most of 
the objections that people have, and he naturally turns 
to the Westminster Confession of Faith, not only because 
it is the one to which he personally subscribes, but also 
as it is the major confession in Reformed orthodoxy. 

Given all the debate and controversy over 
worship, it is gratifying to have in Section 3 a biblical 
perspective. Fundamentally the issue is simple – who 
determines worship, and on what basis? Mr Keddie 
takes us through the Regulative Principle of Worship, 
dealing with its origin in Scripture and its application 
in the Church. What ought we to sing? Mr Keddie states 
unequivocally the case for psalmody and answers 
common objections to it, giving a robust explanation 
and defence with a host of biblical proofs. He adds a 
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study on the imprecatory psalms, and as with every 
section, there is a bibliography for further reading. 

The book also explains why musical instruments 
are forbidden in public worship. Perhaps the most 
unusual topic is posture in public prayer. Standing 
has fallen into disuse, while sitting has become the 
norm. Mr Keddie also tackles the sensitive issue of 
headcoverings, concluding, “it is indeed important 
to take a stand on head-covering”. Prayer, reading 
of Scripture, the preaching of the Word and the 
benediction are examined, as are collections and 
offerings. The Christian Sabbath is a vital subject in a 
day of spiritual declension: a church without a Sabbath 
is apostate. Mr Keddie handles this subject Biblically 
and pastorally, demonstrating how essential it is for a 
true and vibrant Church.

Section 4 
addresses the 
s a c r a m e n t s . 
Using the Shorter 
Catechism, we 
learn about 
the mode and 
meaning of 
baptism, followed 
by a study on 
the subjects of 
baptism. Writing 
from a Reformed 
perspective, Mr 
Keddie explains 
the reasoning 
behind infant 
baptism, and why 
he considers the 
rejection of it 
wrong. He argues with an irenic spirit, notwithstanding 
the strength of his conviction. There is also an 
extensive examination of the Lord’s Supper, an all-too-
overlooked topic by modern evangelicals, who treat it 
as nothing more than a memorial.

The final section deals with office in the Church. It is 
heartening that Mr Keddie adheres to the three office 
position of Minister, Ruling Elders and Deacons, which 
is rightly defended from Scripture and History.

The book concludes with a series of study questions. 
Mr Keddie has also provided a useful reading list on 
each topic, and an excellent Scripture Index adds to the 
book’s usefulness.

It should be noted that scattered throughout the 
book are marvellous and judicious quotations that 
enliven every point being made. Mr Keddie appears to 
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have read all the relevant material in order to quote 
from it, thereby demonstrating a thoroughness to the 
work. Though written by an able minister, lecturer and 
theologian, it is not beyond the grasp of any reader.

Writing from within a thoroughly Biblical, 
Confessional, Reformed and Presbyterian context, Mr 
Keddie is both unapologetic, passionate and desirous 
that the Cause of Christ be once again flourishing and 
glorious. In short, he desires nothing less than that it 
would have the face of Christ and not the face of man. 

This is a textbook, reference work and study guide 
on Church principles that will be a standard resource 
for years to come. It is highly recommended, and every 
minister and library should possess a copy.
Rev. Trevor Kirkland 

Still Protesting: Why the Reformation Matters
Darryl G. Hart, Reformation Heritage Books, pbk, 
224pp, £12.00

Recent years have seen a number of high profile 
conversions of American evangelicals to Rome. 
To those steeped in political conservatism, 

campaigning on abortion or homosexuality, it can 
seem a small step: what institution could be more 
conservative than the Vatican? From the divisions and 
vagaries of the evangelical world, does not Roman 
Catholicism offer a haven of unity and historicity? 
Darryl Hart, a historian and Orthodox Presbyterian 
elder, writes from a concern to address such a 
dangerous misapprehension, to halt those on the brink 
of schism from the Protestant church.

We have not seen many such conversions in the UK, 
but this book is nonetheless welcome. Far too many 
professed evangelicals flirt with Rome when a Pope 
is popular, share platforms when allies are needed 
against proposed legislation, and see no harm in a 
quote from a Romish author with a fine turn of phrase, 
like G.K. Chesterton: indeed, the Jesuit poet Gerard 
Manley Hopkins now features in The Record.

In this regard, Hart’s volume is helpful. His core 
message is refreshingly direct: the Reformation “needs 
to be recovered...because it explains how sinners 
become right with God” (p.11). Protestants stood 
apart from Rome, Hart demonstrates, for the sake of 
the pure Gospel, for the authority of the Scriptures, for 
core truths like the priesthood of all believers.

Hart answers several common assertions of Roman 
Catholic apologists – that Protestantism is new, that it 
is divided, and that it opened the door to theological 
liberalism. Hart shows that Rome itself is full of 
division, is and has been deeply inconsistent, and in the 
pew is often closer on moral questions to liberalism 

than to conservative 
evangelicalism. A 
particular highlight 
is chapter 8, 
‘When ordinary 
is extraordinary’, 
which addresses the 
powerful emotional 
impression that 
can be made by 
the awesome 
beauty of European 
cathedrals on 
young visitors more 
used to the plain 
functionality of 
Protestant church 
buildings. The 
serious, thoughtful 
application of the second commandment to this 
problem is very useful.

This said, Hart omits any mention of the Reformers’ 
unanimous identification of the Pope with the ‘man 
of sin’ (2 Thess. 2:3). They did not just consider the 
Papacy a teacher of error, but an apocalyptic force 
of evil. To submit to him was to deny the Kingship 
of Christ. He gives little emphasis to the hideous 
persecutions unleashed by Rome, nor to participation 
in the Mass as idolatrous sin.

Furthermore, Hart makes some sweeping 
concessions to his opponents. Historic protesters 
against the disloyalty of Roman Catholic citizens were 
motivated by ‘bigotry’, he asserts; not perhaps by the 
temporal claims that the Pope continued bloodily to 
advance and exercise until 1870? Regarding recent 
controversies, paedophile abuse has, he asserts, been 
just as prevalent among Protestant pastors as among 
Romish priests. I am convinced this is wrong: around 
five percent of all priests in recent decades have 
faced allegations of child abuse. Parity would require 
hundreds of Anglican vicars and Scottish ministers to 
be accused of such conduct, yet I have heard of just 
a handful of such cases. I would suggest that clerical 
child sex abuse is chiefly associated with the secrecy, 
authoritarianism and enforced celibacy of Rome.

Hart’s omissions and concessions may be 
excusable on apologetic grounds. His calm, guarded 
tone and careful, reasoned arguments may be more 
helpful for the initially unsympathetic reader than 
a scathing critique. For this reason, Still Protesting 
is recommended for any who feel a tug towards the 
religion of penance, sacraments and saints. Such things 
will never justify the sinner.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
61 Plasterfield, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UR
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to April 2018
£

6,000
10,556
11,437

8,744
3,800

40,537

853
5,666
2,979
7,871

17,369

3,084
3,785

550
9,626

13,506
8,950

12,568
2,163

54,231

9,311
6,000
8,269
5,365
9,354

35,825
74,122

5,850
5,939
8,945

11,357
9,396

41,487

1,000

228,746

13,080
0

241,826

65,375
176,452

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
6,808

20
0
0

6,828

80
0

53
0

133

171
0
0

10,000
5

3,836
45
0

14,058

0
0
0

1,928
220

1,670
3,817

2,493
0

325
0

491
3,310

0

28,144

0
0

28,144

3,628
24,517

Total to April 2019
£

6,000
9,875

13,833
8,769
3,680

42,156

999
5,452
1,944

10,125
18,520

4,286
1,476

275
7,550

14,583
9,174
9,937
2,130

49,410

8,161
9,279
8,374
6,352
9,769

35,558
77,493

8,544
4,967
9,970
9,938
8,720

42,137

990

230,706

17,094
31,837

279,637

68,465
211,172

April 2019
£

1,500
4,875
6,833
4,419

920
18,546

999
5,452
1,944
5,625

14,020

2,726
1,476

175
2,750
7,683
4,374
4,937

130
24,250

1,426
4,529
3,974
3,202
4,169

16,817
34,117

4,044
2,367
4,020
5,438
4,220

20,087

0

111,020

4,587
0

115,606

68,465
47,142

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
June      July     August
2     Tarbat     7     Snizort    7     Harris
9     Poolewe & Aultbea    14  St Louis    14  Duirinish
16  Bracadale, Brora    28  Atlanta    28  Stornoway
23  Kiltearn    



“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them.”

Genesis 1:27

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Nigel Kenny addressing the Spring Conference (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)


