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Across the Western world there is a growing 
moral confusion, and a breakdown in society. 
We need look no further than home. Did 

we ever foresee a time in our country when the 
homosexual lifestyle would be viewed as ‘normal’, 
rather than as something which, as the Bible reminds 
us, is “against nature” (Rom. 1:26)? Could we ever 
have predicted a day when government would be 
giving its support to the notion that individuals, 
including schoolchildren, may ‘change’ their gender, 
with the support of the National Health Service? We 
grieve over this madness. How can it be explained?

The devil is a deceiver, and an expert one. In his 
subtle way, and without ceasing, he spreads his 
fearful lies. He persuades people to believe what is 
obviously false, and to do what is plainly wrong. Such 
is his skill that he is able to convince men that there 
is no absolute truth, and no day of reckoning. He can 
even make those who are spiritually dead think that 
they have life, and those who are slaves to sin imagine 
that they are free. He encourages those who are under 
his influence to think that they are very wise, when 
in fact they are foolish. This has been his work from 
the beginning, but he seems to be enjoying particular 
success in our day.

 
Man’s Bondage
Ordinarily we do not like to be deceived. Sadly, when 
it comes to matters of the soul, many are willing to 
continue under a delusion, rather than face up to 
reality. They are never exercised about the meaning 
and purpose of their lives, and allow their minds to be 
influenced by the wisdom of their fellow men, rather 
than by the wisdom of God. We all need to listen to 
what the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, said to the 
Jews, for His words go to the heart of the matter: “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed” (John 8:36).

Implied in these words is our state by nature. If Christ 
came to make men free, then without Him they are not 
free, but captive. This is the truth, despite the objection 
of the Jews, “We be Abraham’s seed, and were never 
in bondage to any man” (v.33). Christ rebuked their 

pride, insisting on man’s fallen condition: “Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin” (v.34). If we sin 
habitually, it is because our nature is sinful. As the 
saying has it: “We are not sinners because we sin. We 
sin because we are sinners.” Our hearts are corrupt, 
and our wills are bound because of that corruption; we 
choose what is evil.

The result is that we are under God’s wrath. God 
requires us to love Him with all our heart, soul and 
might (Deut. 6:5), keeping His commandments, but we 
are unable to do this. Paul speaks of our fallen nature 
as “flesh”, and says, “the carnal mind is enmity against 
God” (Rom. 8:7). We hear a lot about ‘hate crime’ these 
days: the real hate crime, of which we are all guilty, is 
man’s hatred for God.

Our Deliverance by Christ
The Son of God came into our world as the Mediator 
between God and men, “in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin” (Rom. 8:3). His work was to satisfy the 
justice of God by His obedience, so that mercy could 
be shown to sinners in a righteous way. Christ’s 
sacrifice was of infinite worth, being the blood of a 
divine Person (Acts 20:28), but it was the ransom 
price required for a people chosen by God and given 
to Christ in the eternal covenant. By His death Christ 
purchased for His own a complete deliverance from 
sin and its consequences.

This spiritual freedom is made known in the gospel. 
Isaiah foretold how the Saviour would be anointed 
by the Holy Spirit, “to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 

EDITORIAL
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“By His death Christ 
purchased for His own 
a complete deliverance 
from sin and its 
consequences.”



April 20194

the prison to them that are bound” (Isa. 61:1). When 
Christ sent out the apostles to preach, it was with the 
command, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils”: these were signs of the kingdom 
of heaven, and the life and liberty it brings to men’s 
souls (Matt. 10:7-8). Yet this message is not wanted, 
because sinners love their sins! We are thankful for 
the grace which caused the gospel to triumph in our 
hearts, opening our eyes and turning us “from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 
26:18).

Our Liberty
Those who are enabled to believe in Christ are “free 
indeed”. What does that mean? True liberty is liberty 
to fulfil the end for which God created us – to glorify 
Him and to enjoy Him forever. By His cross Jesus 
delivers His people from the damnation which all men 
deserve, removing their guilt (Titus 2:14) and ending 
Satan’s tyranny over them (Col. 1:13). But there is so 
much more. In Christ we have a free, constant and 
permanent access to God. As His dear children, and by 
His Spirit in our hearts, we cry, even as Christ Himself 
did in Gethsemane, “Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6; Mark 
14:36). As debtors to the grace of God alone, we gladly 
give Him our obedience.

There is nothing more fulfilling than being a 
Christian. It is the most satisfying identity anyone 
can have, and unites people as nothing else can – a 
powerful message in a day when many individuals 
are confused about their identity. The gospel says 
to us that, however we choose to regard ourselves, 
God views us as sinners, and we need to turn to 
Christ for forgiveness and become His. Something 
else causing confusion today is the effort to remove 
the distinctions between the sexes. Insisting that 
men and women are the same liberates no-one. 
What does liberate is the recognition that men and 
women are different, because God made them so, 
and the knowledge that through faith in Christ both 
are equally accepted by God, and equally blessed by 
Him (Gal. 3:26-29).

The liberty which belongs to believers should be 
evident in their lives. What a wonderful example we 
have in Paul and Silas, when they ministered in Philippi 
and were punished for preaching Christ. The rulers 
had them beaten and thrown in jail, where their feet 

were held fast in the stocks. They were prisoners – and 
yet they were not, for their souls could not be bound. 
They prayed and sang praises to God (Acts 16:25). The 
real captive was the jailer, and after the earthquake he 
came to see it, crying out, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” (v.30). By the grace of God, he too found liberty 
in Christ!

Our Duty
There is a wrong idea of freedom which allows people 
to cite their ‘conscience’ for almost anything, even for 
the most absurd and harmful practices. True freedom 
is to have a conscience captive to the Word of God, 
and the ability to serve God according to His revealed 
will. Our loyalty should always be to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave us that liberty. We remember what 
the apostles said: “we ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29). That rule must be followed, even 
when it means coming into conflict with the state. If 
we have to disobey the law of the land, it is not out of 
disrespect for government, which is ordained by God; 
it is because we have a greater respect for God Himself. 
This is true liberty of conscience.

We are told of the saints in glory that they “loved 
not their lives unto the death” (Rev. 12:11). They were 
faithful to Christ; many bore witness to Him in times 
of persecution, and some were put to the sword and to 
the stake. A great blessing believers get from Christ is 
freedom from the fear of death. That fear is found in us 
all naturally, to some degree, although we try to hide 
it, and to hide from it. It is bound to be there, because 
of our sin: we are troubled at the thought of giving an 
account to God. But Christ has freed His people from 
this fear. By His own death He has drawn the sting of 
death for them, and robbed the grave of its victory over 
them (1 Cor. 15:54-57). We must still die, but we will 
enter a world where all are fully blessed – and perfectly 
free.
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(Nixon [1803-1900] was minister of St John’s Church 
in Montrose for over forty years, and was Moderator of 
the Free Church General Assembly in 1868. This piece is 
taken from a volume of his sermons entitled ‘Christ All 
and in All’ which was published in 1882, and it shows us 
how Christ and His Church are to be seen in the Song. It 
has been lightly edited.)

“The song of songs...” (Song of Solomon 1:1)

Christ’s presence with His redeemed, and their 
communion with Him, are set forth in this Song of 
songs in such terms as the following:

Prayers for the tokens of His love, and for the joy awakened 
by the very mention of His name: “Let him kiss me with 
the kisses of his mouth: for Thy love is better than wine. 
Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is 
as ointment poured forth” (1:2-3).

Longings for the Shepherd and Bishop of souls: “Tell me, O 
Thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where 
thou makest thy flock to rest at noon:” and the gracious 
answer, “If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, 
go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock” (1:7-8).

The blessedness found in Christ: “I sat down under his 
shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to 
my taste. He brought me to the banqueting house, and 
his banner over me was love.” (2:3-4)

The miseries of spiritual desertion, and the joy of a 
recovered sight and sense of divine favour: “I sought him 
whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him 
not....Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?...I found him...I 
held him, and would not let him go” (3:1-4).

The attractiveness of the Church when washed in His 
blood and clothed with His righteousness: “Thou art all 
fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.” (4:7)

Prayer to the Spirit to come and fit them for the presence 
of Christ, and the pleasure which He takes in answering 

such prayers: “Awake, O north wind; and come, thou 
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat 
his pleasant fruits.” (4:16) “I am come into my garden, 
my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with 
my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I 
have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, 
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.” (5:1)

The high esteem for Christ when His presence is realised: 
“My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten 
thousand.” (5:10)

The brightness and power of the Church when His glory 
rests upon her: “Who is she that looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners?” (6:10)

The swift and lofty movements, the Godward, heavenward 
movement of the soul when breathed upon by the Spirit of 
Christ: “Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the 
chariots of Amminadib.” (6:12)

The habitually heavenly course which believers take, and 
keep, through the world, in felt and cherished dependence 
on the almighty, unchanging love of Christ: “Who is this 
that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her 
beloved?...Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal 
upon thine arm: for love is strong as death” (8:5-6).

Do we have even but a slight acquaintance with the 
revelations of Christ in the Old Testament as Jehovah? 
As the co-equal, co-eternal Son of God the Father, the 
Maker and Governor of the universe, and as Redeemer of 
men, the same yesterday, today, and forever? To all such 
it will appear but the appropriate consummation of all 
other manifestations of Himself to the ancient Church, 
to find that in the Song of Songs He and His redeemed 
were even then, through His gracious visitations, found 
in near, loving, blessed communion. The very mists then 
hanging over His person as God incarnate, only served 
to absorb their souls the more entirely with the glimpses 
given to them of His grace and glory as their all in all.

DEVOTIONAL

THE SONG OF SONGS
WILLIAM NIXON
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Solemn vows are entered into by parents at 
the time of the baptism of their child, but it is 
maybe not always clearly realised that vows, 

though unspoken, must also be taken at that time 
regarding their responsibility in the upbringing of 
that child by members of the congregation, especially 
by communicant members, by the minister and by 
the Kirk Session, and that ultimately these vows must 
devolve on the child himself as he comes to years of 
responsibility and maturity.

The Role of the Parents
A parent or parents enter into very solemn vows in the 
presence of God and in the presence of a congregation 
of His people on the occasion of the baptism of their 
child. The promise to bring up the child in the nurture 
and admonition of the truth must be honoured. 
Family worship ought to be regularly conducted in the 
household. This may be more difficult for some than for 
others due to the irregularity of their working hours, 
but a good practice in such circumstances would be 
to have worship at the time of the evening meal, thus 
combining the partaking of both their spiritual and 
their natural diets.

Attendance on the public means of grace, regular 
catechising of children from the Mother’s Catechism 
and, later on, from the Shorter Catechism, attendance on 
the Sabbath School classes ought to be regular practices 
in that home. It goes without saying that the parents 
ought continually to be prayerfully seeking grace that 
they might worthily believe in their hearts and confess 
the Lord Jesus Christ with their lips and with their lives. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 required the Israelites to teach the 
words of the covenant to their children as they had been 

taught by their fathers. The same is true in the New 
Testament. The family is a place of education, nurture 
and training in the ways of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).

The Role of the Congregation
The congregation in whose presence the baptism of 
the child is dispensed also take vows upon themselves, 
albeit these be tacit and unspoken. Where they have 
the ear of the Lord in prayer they promise to remember 
this child and his parents at the Throne of Grace, and 
that they will seek to set an example of Godly living 
before him.

An occasion when the sacrament of infant baptism 
is dispensed in their midst ought also to be a time 
when members of that congregation conduct a review 
as to how they have themselves improved their own 
baptism. A good guide as to how to conduct such a 
review is given in the answer to Question 167 of the 
Larger Catechism, “How is our baptism to be improved 
by us?” The answer reads as follows:

“The needful but much neglected duty of 
improving our baptism, is to be performed 
by us all our life long, especially in the time of 
temptation, and when we are present at the 
administration of it to others; by serious and 
thankful consideration of the nature of it, and 
of the ends for which Christ instituted it, the 
privileges and benefits conferred and sealed 
thereby, and our solemn vow made therein; 
by being humbled for our sinful defilement, 
our falling short of, and walking contrary to, 
the grace of baptism, and our engagements; 
by growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, 
and of all other blessings sealed to us in that 
sacrament; by drawing strength from the 
death and resurrection of Christ, into whom 
we are baptised, for the mortifying of sin, and 
quickening of grace; and by endeavouring to live 
by faith, to have our conversation in holiness 
and righteousness, as those that have therein 
given up their names to Christ; and to walk in 
brotherly love, as being baptised by the same 
Spirit into one body.”

DOCTRINE

INFANT BAPTISM: 
THE HONOURING OF VOWS
REV. JOHN MACLEOD (rtd)

“The promise to bring up 
the child in the nurture 
and admonition of the 
truth must be honoured.”
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The Role of the Minister
The minister of the congregation has also a special 
ministerial and pastoral responsibility with regard to 
baptised children. He must press home on them not 
only the greatness of their privilege as those who have 
been admitted into the covenant community of God 
on earth but also the greatness of the responsibility 
that that privilege brings with it, that there is a need 
as they come to years of responsibility to take upon 
themselves the vows that were taken on their behalf 
by their parents during the years of their minority.

The minister must make clear that it was highly 
unnatural for a child who was admitted into the 
visible church of the Old Testament to reject God and 
his covenant, and that it still remains unnatural for a 
baptised child to do so. “The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider.” (Isa. 1:3) “Hath a nation 
changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my 
people have changed their glory for that which doth 
not profit. Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and 
be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. 
For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water.” (Jer. 2:11-13)

The minister however must also bear in mind that 
however unnatural it is for a covenant child to reject 
the God of the covenant it is only too evident from 

Scripture that many of those who received the sign 
of the covenant turned their backs on the God of the 
covenant and that, sadly, the same is still the case 
today. Scripture also makes quite clear that the reason 
for this is that the principle of election runs through 
the covenant community itself and even through the 
administration of the sacraments. “They are not all 
Israel which are of Israel” (Rom. 9:6).

The minister must therefore also faithfully preach 
that the baptised covenant child is one who is dead in 
trespasses and sins, and until he is closed in with Christ 
with the faith that is of the Spirit of God, he is a child 
of wrath even as are others; he must therefore pray 
for him before God in imploring dependence upon his 
grace. But, thankfully, that is not all that the minister 
is called upon to bring to the attention of this young 
person. He must direct him to the covenant promise of 
salvation that is underlined in Acts 2:39, to the word 
that Peter was enabled to bring to those who belonged 
to the visible church of his own day: “For the promise 
is unto you, and to your children...”
 
The Role of the Kirk Session
A parent wishing to have a child baptised ought to 
be interviewed by the Kirk Session on each occasion 
that baptism is sought for an infant. If any such 
parent does not regularly attend the public means 
of grace without good reason, he should not at that 
time receive baptism for his child. The Kirk Session 
ought to have a named elder for each household 
containing baptised youngsters and that elder should 
seek to cultivate a one-to-one relationship with these 
youngsters and their parents and generally seek 
to give spiritual guidance and practical help to that 
home.

The Kirk Session corporately ought also to assume 
responsibility for the oversight of both the syllabus 
and the teaching methods used in the Sabbath school. 
If a teenager rebels against the church-going habit he 
has been taught in his youth, the ‘named’ elder should 
get in touch with the teenager concerned and with his 
parents and seek to bring home to them the awesome 
peril to which that youngster then as a covenant-
breaker exposes himself.
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The Bible teaches us that God has been speaking 
to sinners since man’s fall. When Adam and 
Eve succumbed to the devil’s temptation, and 

sinned and fell in the Garden of Eden, all they had a 
right to expect was the wrath of God as a just reward 
for their sin. That they tried to hide themselves from 
God demonstrates clearly that this was exactly what 
they feared. What they could never have foreseen was 
that the Lord God would come seeking them. Having 
found them he gave them a word of hope, with the 
promise of a Saviour (Gen. 3:15). That he spoke to 
them at all was a great act of kindness on his part. They 
had rebelled against his revealed will in their thoughts, 
words and actions, and did not deserve even the least 
of his mercies.

We too sin in our thoughts, words and deeds, yet 
in his great mercy the Lord has sent the Good News 
of the Gospel into the world, and set forth Jesus 
Christ to us as the only Saviour of sinners. What a 
privilege we have in hearing the Gospel! It is God’s 
word to our guilty souls, urging us to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. Many will have heard 
this call often, but perhaps have not heeded it. Some 
assume they can think about it when they please. 
However the Word of God warns us that a time will 
come when God will speak to us no more, and we 
will have no more opportunity to respond to his call. 
This is no theoretical matter, but very practical, and 
relevant to us all. There is an urgency to it. With this 
in mind I would like to consider briefly God’s final 
words.

God’s Final Words as our Judge
In Matthew chapter 25 we have two contrasting 

statements by the Lord Jesus Christ concerning the 
Day of Judgement. They are similar in form yet very 
different in their content. One is a joyful word and the 
other is a most solemn word. In the first statement 
Christ says: “Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world” (v.34). In the second statement Christ 
says: “Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels” (v.41).

These are the very last words we will hear when 
we appear at the Judgement, when humanity will 
be divided into the ‘sheep’ and the ‘goats’. They are 
a reminder to us that, despite what many seem to 
think today, death is not the end. The Bible says, “it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27); and, “we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ” (Rom. 14:10).

Many would like to think that death means 
annihilation – in other words complete destruction 
or non-existence. Yet the Bible is clear that at the end 
of this life what happens is that we enter into another 
sphere of existence. At the Judgement, when men are 
divided, there will be just two classes: the ‘sheep’ – 
those who believed and followed Jesus, and the ‘goats’ 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

GOD’S FINAL WORDS
REV. HARRY WOODS

“What a privilege we 
have in hearing the 
Gospel!”
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– those who did not. Furthermore, just as there are only 
two groups, so there are only two destinies: heaven or 
hell, eternal life or eternal damnation.

Surely we all want to hear from the Judge, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father. Only a madman would want the 
last words he hears from God on that day to be, Depart 
from me, ye cursed. The Bible makes it clear that the 
final words we will hear on that day will depend upon 
what we have done in this life with respect to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is no ambiguity in what is said. 
Unless we have put our trust in him to save us from 
our sins, we will not be saved.

What an awful thing to face a lost eternity! What 
can you do if you are not saved at this present time? 
Is there any hope that you will not hear those dreadful 
words of verse 41? I would ask you to consider some 
other ‘final words’ of God.

God’s Final Words as our Saviour
In John’s account of the Gospel there are words which 
were spoken by Christ shortly before he died. They are 
among the most precious words in the Bible. As his 
sufferings on the cross of Calvary came to an end, Jesus 
cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30), and commended his 
spirit into the Father’s hands.

These words of Jesus tell us three things. They tell 
us that the work he came to do was now complete. That 
work was his laying down his life for sinners. He had 
kept the law perfectly from the moment he came into 
the world. It was the same law that we could never keep 
and which only condemned us. He paid the penalty that 
his people’s sins deserved by dying in their place under 
the curse of the law. The Bible teaches us that the Lord 
Jesus has done everything necessary to save his people.

The fact that the work of salvation was finished by 
Jesus means that we are not to be relying upon our 
own works or righteousness to save us. It is a hopeless 
endeavour – and yet how many who sit under the 
Gospel message are still trying in their own minds to 
become good enough for God to save them. God has 
clearly denounced such foolish efforts and calls all 
men everywhere to put their trust and confidence in 
the finished work of Christ for sinners.

These words also tell us that Christ’s victory over 
Satan is complete. The devil has been defeated and sin 
has been dethroned. Where sin abounded, grace now 
reigns supreme. The grave has been vanquished by 
Jesus. By his atoning work he has “abolished death” (2 
Tim. 1:10), rising out of the tomb on the third day as 
the immortal head of a redeemed people.

These words tell us finally that by his resurrection 
the Lord Jesus has broken the sequence of sin, 
condemnation, death and a lost eternity. In other 
words, the Good News is that there is a way by which 
the sinner can escape hearing those awful words, 
“Depart from me, ye cursed”. It is the way of faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is bound up with his last 
words on the cross.

God’s Final Words in the Bible
The last words of God we must consider are those 
which are recorded in the last chapter of the last 
book of the Bible. There we read: “And the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come” (Rev. 22:17). These are words 
of invitation to those who have heard the Gospel 
message, encouraging us to come to the Lord Jesus 
for salvation. Do you wish to escape punishment for 
your sins? Do you desire to be saved from the eternal 
doom we all deserve – a separation from God and all 
that is good forever? Then you must come to Christ 
and be saved! 

The Lord Jesus offers eternal life as a free gift. He 
is willing to save all who come to him. If you come to 
him for salvation you will indeed hear on the great 
Judgement Day those joyful words, “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world”.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / GOD’S FINAL WORDS

“The Lord Jesus offers 
eternal life as a free gift. 
He is willing to save all 
who come to him.”
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DISTRACTIONS IN WORSHIP
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION

No-one is excluded from distractions in public 
worship, the pulpit included. Every spiritual 
duty is hampered by the fact that “the flesh 

is weak” (Matt. 26:41). The spirit is indeed willing 
to worship God, but our power is not equal to our 
desire – we cannot maintain attention, even for thirty 
minutes. The Psalmist complains of “the multitude of 
my thoughts within me” (Ps. 94:19). Peter, although 
only a few yards away from Christ in Gethsemane, 
could not stay awake. Neither could Zechariah in 
the midst of his vision (Zech. 4:1). “When I would 
do good”, says Paul, “evil is present with me” (Rom. 
7:21). Only in Heaven can worship be perfect, and 
Satan cannot get in there, as he can in our worship 
services on earth.

Improving our Worship
How can we improve the quality of our minds as 
we worship here? First of all we must ask ourselves 
why we come out in public. Some say, “I am going 
to church”; others say, “I am going to worship God”. 
There is an unconscious intention expressed in these 
phrases. When we come together, are we seeking 
God’s presence in the midst, more understanding, 
experience and growth? It would benefit all to ask 
themselves what is their aim in worship...and did 
they hit the mark? Did they examine what they left 
with, apart from attendance? These questions are 
important, as motivation is fundamental and affects 
all we do. “The love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 
5:14). The woman who anointed the Lord’s feet in 
the house of Simon the Pharisee was forgiven much, 
and so she loved much (Luke 7:47). “How much 
I owe!” said McCheyne. Such thoughts constrain 
us, and restrain us from distractions, but alas not 
constantly.

Such distractions can be beneficial, though not 
intended. For example, they humble us. Only by grace 
can we do what we ought to do. There is no room for 
pride, for if we cannot carry out the greatest duty, 
worship, there is no use boasting in lesser duties.

Our Activity in Worship
The Israelite was to bring the best of the flock for 
sacrifice. It was to be without blemish, and there 
was to be no leaven around, with its intrinsic risk of 
spreading. We are to bring to the Lord “the calves of 
our lips” (Hos. 14:2), but the heart also is not to be far 
from Him (Isa. 29:13). During the worship some look 
at others, and some look out the window; some think of 
yesterday, and some think of tomorrow. Robert Bruce 
(1554-1631), when minister of St Giles in Edinburgh, 
said to his congregation: “If you could see the Lord, the 
King, sitting high on His throne behind me, it would 
make a difference in your listening to His Word”.

Although spiritual worship cannot be separated 
from having the Spirit, the Source of such worship 
(John 4:24), we are not passive only. We must engage 
in worship. It is a conscious witness to God, and we 
should also be thinking of the Word used in the act of 
worship; it is read, sung and expounded, and we should 
involve ourselves in this. The Minister is appointed to 
lead the worship, not to do it all for us! To this end we 
must put up prayers during the worship, that the Spirit 
would take the things of Christ and apply them to us, 
that He would help our infirmities (Rom. 8:26), and 
that He would develop in us the mind of Christ (Phil. 
2:5).

Worship Accepted through Christ
We need strength for worship, and to be an example 
to others at worship. If faith is in exercise we are 
accepted in the sight of God (Heb. 11:6), despite our 
imperfections in the act of worship. This does not mean 
that the standards of worship are to be lowered, for 
worship reflects our sanctification and consecration to 
the Lord. But if the heart is in it, the not-yet-perfect 
heart is accepted because of the merits and blood of 
Christ.

There is indeed a lack of love in our not giving our 
Beloved the attention He deserves. How humbling! 
But He shall have it in Heaven. How comforting to the 
burdened heart!
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The practice of female headcovering in public 
worship is an oddity in the modern church. It is 
treated as a relic, which modern interpretation 

of the Bible or a change in culture has made redundant. 
We believe that the practice has scriptural warrant, 
and that what it symbolises is a witness against the 
confusion in society on issues of gender and sexuality. 
It illustrates that God made man male and female, and 
embedded an order in creation relevant for all time.

A Scriptural Principle
We could show that the minority position today is the 
majority one in the Church historically, but our practice 
must be established on God’s Word. We shall look at 1 
Corinthians 11:1-16, where Paul addresses the issue. 
He begins by praising the Corinthians that they had 
kept the “ordinances” that he delivered to them (v.2).

Paul then addresses the principle of male headship 
(v.3), showing how this is undermined if a woman is 
praying and prophesying with her head uncovered 
(vv.4-6). She may as well shave her head (vv.5-6), which 
he later says is evidently unnatural (vv.14-15). He 
bases his argument on the created order (vv.7-9): the 
woman is “of” and “for” the man, which implies male 
headship. Further, a sign of “power” or authority is to 
be worn by the woman – because angels are present 
when the Church gathers for worship (v.10)! Next Paul 
balances male headship with a statement of male-
female equality (vv.11-12), before emphasising again 
the distinction between the sexes (vv.13-15). Finally 
he appeals to the uniform position of the apostles 
and the churches (v.16). From this understanding we 
conclude that female headcovering is required in the 
Church today.

Some Objections Answered
There are several objections you may have heard:

The headcovering was for the exercise of charismatic 
gifts. This view takes Paul to be speaking with Apostolic 
authority and requiring female headcovering, but 
limits this to women exercising the charismatic gifts 
of prayer and prophecy in public worship during the 
Apostolic age. The covering was to preserve male 
headship, but the charismatic gifts having passed with 
the apostles, it is claimed it is not needed today. The 
problem is that when Paul deals at length with use of 
the charismatic gifts of prophecy and tongues in the 
church, he explicitly calls for women to keep silence 

(1 Cor. 14:34-35). He could hardly be approving the 
opposite in chapter 11!

The headcovering is merely the hair. This argument 
proceeds from verse 15, where Paul says that a woman’s 
hair is given to her for a covering. It is claimed that he 
is referring to the hair throughout the whole passage. 
There are three problems with this. First, Paul uses a 
different word for covering in verse 15 than in verses 
4 to 6. Second, if the woman’s hair is the covering in 
verse 15, this would make the bulk of the argument 
from verse 3 redundant. Third, this view makes no 
sense when taken to verses 5 to 6. Why would Paul say 
that if a woman is not covered, “let her also be shorn” 
(v.6)? Her being not covered would mean that she had 
no hair, and was already ‘shorn’! No, Paul is arguing for 
an additional covering, over the hair.

The headcovering was only cultural. This is the most 
common objection, but it is also the weakest, being 
based on speculation. The claim is that Paul is speaking 
to the local situation, requiring the church in Corinth 
to acknowledge the biblical principle of headship by 
employing a local custom, the headcovering. Recent 
studies have shown that there was no such uniform 
practice in Corinth. Whatever the culture was, Paul 
makes no explicit reference to it, but appeals instead to 
moral and theological truths which are binding on all 
cultures – the created order (vv.7-9), the presence of 
angels (v.10) and nature (vv.13-14). It is very unlikely 
that the angels were only offended by the uncovered 
heads of ladies in the church in Corinth!

Application in the Church Today
It is clear that Scripture requires women to cover their 
heads in public worship. It may feel strange in the 21st 
century, but we are not given liberty to obey only the 
bits of the Bible we like. In wearing this headcovering, 
women are testifying to their submission to Christ and 
to God’s created order, which is good. Seen in this light, 
the headcovering is no sign of bondage but of freedom. 
However, while we hold to the practice, we must ensure 
we are not contradicting the sign. It is hypocrisy for a 
woman to wear a headcovering in church on the Lord’s 
Day, and to usurp her husband’s authority for the other 
six days of the week. Likewise, it is a contradiction for 
a man to say he believes in the headcovering, while he 
abdicates his responsibility to lead and love his wife as 
Christ does the Church. Both things belong together, to 
the honour of the Lord.

Free Church Witness 11
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THE HEADCOVERING
REV. GAVIN BEERS
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Scalpay Induction (Rev. David M. Blunt)

Acongregation of well over two hundred gathered 
in Scalpay Free Church (Continuing) on the 
evening of Friday 1st March for the induction 

of Rev. Raymond Kemp to the Scalpay congregation. 
Rev. Iain Smith (Harris) preached a most appropriate 
sermon from Mark 16:15,16: “And he said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” He 
stressed that the first priority of ministers is to preach 
this gospel to the glory of God, knowing that there is 
inexhaustible power in the message to save sinners. 
Following the worship the Presbytery proceeded to the 
induction, with five ministers from other presbyteries 
being associated with the Presbytery.

Mr Smith then addressed to Mr Kemp the questions 
appointed by Act of Assembly. Satisfactory answers 
having been given, and Mr Kemp having signed the 
Formula, Mr Smith then engaged in prayer, and in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by authority of the 
Presbytery, inducted Mr Kemp to the charge of Scalpay. 
Mr Smith and other members of Presbytery then gave 
Mr Kemp the right hand of fellowship. Rev. Graeme Craig 
(Stornoway) addressed Mr Kemp from 2 Corinthians 
5:20, reminding him that he is an ambassador for 
Christ and must keep close to his Master. Rev. Greg 
MacDonald (Cross) addressed the congregation from 1 
Thessalonians 3:11-13, reminding them of the Lord’s 
purpose that His people grow in holiness, and the 
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possibility that some of them may finish their course 
in this world under the new ministry.

Following the Benediction, a reception was held in 
the Scalpay Community Centre, where the new minister 
and his wife Heather greeted the congregation and the 
many visitors. After excellent refreshments prepared 
by the ladies of the congregation had been enjoyed, 
a number of greetings were read, and presentations 
made to Mr & Mrs Kemp, and to the former Interim 
Moderator Rev. Greg MacDonald, and to his wife. 
Mr Kemp then invited three ministerial colleagues 
to speak briefly: Rev. David M. Blunt (North Uist & 
Grimsay), Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) and Rev. 
Richard Ross (Portree). The evening concluded with 
worship led by the new minister.

The settlement ends a vacancy which began with 
the retirement of Rev. Kenneth Macdonald in April 
2016. We pray that the Lord would visit this corner 
of His vineyard, which has known much of His favour 
over the years, with renewed blessing, and that there 
would be abundant spiritual fruit to His praise.

Ayr Congregation Acquires Church 
(Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

The Ayr Free Church (Continuing) congregation 
has entered a new and exciting phase with the 
acquisition of a permanent place of worship.

The congregation has been renting the property 
at 7 Lindsay Street, Ayr, from South Ayrshire Council 
since 2014. However, in recent days the Free Church 

Rev. Raymond & Mrs Heather Kemp
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of Scotland (Continuing) have bought the premises, 
known locally as the Bethel Mission Hall, for the 
exclusive use of the Ayr congregation.

Rev. Dr James Millar, the congregation’s elder and 
Session Clerk, said: “The congregation is delighted to 
have their own permanent place of worship. Currently 
the congregation is without a minister, but this latest 
development will boost all connected with the Church. 
We hope this will act as a catalyst to calling a minister 
in the not-too-distant future.” He went on to say: “As 
funds permit we intend to install a new heating system 
and refurbish the building to make the place more 
conducive to holding our services.”

The congregation’s Interim Moderator, Rev. Andrew 
Allan (Partick), said: “We are delighted to have acquired 
the property. Our grateful thanks are due to the Finance 
& Sustentation Committee, the General Treasurer, and 
the General Trustees, of the Free Church (Continuing). 
All have played an important and vital part in securing 
the property. Their input is gratefully appreciated by 
the congregation.”

Central Building Fund – Grant Payments
(Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer)

As detailed in the January issue of the magazine, 
further to a review of the workings of the Central 
Building Fund by the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee in 2018, the Committee brought a proposal 
to the General Assembly in May 2018 to revise the 
operation of the Fund; the proposal was accepted and 
is now being implemented.

The new guidelines for the Fund enable the 
Committee to review the ring-fenced funds collected 
and make grant payments to any congregation which 
has an existing mortgage on a manse or church building 
– based on the funds available. The result of this is 
that the cost of borrowing will be reduced as interest 
payments are minimised, and more importantly, 
it provides a structured and equitable way for the 
whole Church to support individual congregations. As 

detailed in the Committee’s report to the 2018 General 
Assembly, using the Fund in this way will save on 
unnecessary expenditure and maximise the resources 
that the Lord has given us as a Church.

Further to this decision, as previously reported, the 
Committee at its ordinary meeting on 2 October 2018 
agreed to make a total grant payment of £49,000.

At their latest meeting on 5 March 2019, it was 
agreed to make further payments of £5,000 to each of 
the congregations of Aberdeen, Bracadale & Duirinish, 
Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay, Partick and Portree 
– a total further grant payment of £30,000.

The Committee wish to thank all those individuals 
who have contributed so generously to the Lord’s cause 
via the Fund in the past and wish to commend the Fund 
to every congregation of our denomination.

If you would like to make a donation to the Central 
Building Fund then please get in touch with the 
General Treasurer (contact details are on the inside 
rear cover).

Iraq: from Nation to Decimation to Elimination 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Some 17,000 Islamic State (IS) fighters are believed 
to be consolidating in Iraq, where IS attacks 
are increasing in frequency and sophistication. 

But their return is not the only threat facing Iraq’s 
remnant Christians, most of whom belong to the long-
persecuted Assyrian nation, whose historic heartland 
is in northern Iraq’s Nineveh Plain. Baghdad and 
Tehran are currently struggling against the Kurds for 
control of the north’s ‘Disputed  Territories’, which 
includes the Assyrian heartland. To that end, Baghdad 
and Tehran are apparently using the Shabak – a distinct 
ethnic group who are nominally Shi’ite – as their proxy 
against the Kurds in Nineveh. The Shabak are working 
to seize Assyrian lands, drive the Christians out, 
prevent their return and replace them with Shabak, 
seemingly with Baghdad’s approval. Please pray for 
Iraq’s Christians. 

Quote

“AAlthough then the law, sin, and the devil, cry 
out against us never so much with great and 
terrible roarings, which seem to fill heaven 

and earth, and far to exceed this groaning of our heart, 
yet can they not hurt us. For the more fiercely they 
assail us, accuse and torment us with their cryings, 
so much the more do we groan; and in groaning lay 
hold upon Christ, call upon him with heart and mouth, 
cleave unto him, and believe that he was made under 
the law, that he might deliver us from the curse of the 
law, and destroy both sin and death.”
Martin Luther
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Rev. James Millar (left) & Rev. Andrew Allan 
(right) at the Ayr congregation's place of worship
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THE BILL TO BAN SMACKING

Oppressive legislation opposed by public

Legislation which was published at Holyrood 
last September would ban the smacking of 
children. It seeks to give children “equal 

protection from assault” with adults, and would 
make Scotland the first part of the UK to outlaw the 
physical punishment of children. Currently parents 
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland are allowed 
to use “reasonable chastisement”, and in Scotland 
parents may claim a defence of “justifiable assault”, 
although since 2003 a ban has existed on the use 
of implements, on shaking and on striking a child’s 
head, and on any corporal punishment of children 
under the age of three.

The bill was lodged by the Green MSP John Finnie, 
and is supported by the Scottish government, the 
majority of MSPs, various professional and charitable 
bodies, and, sadly, the Church of Scotland. Yet, as we 
so often find, it is not wanted by the general public. 
According to the Christian Institute, an analysis of the 
public consultation on the bill held by the Scottish 
Parliament’s Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
shows that 89% of respondents oppose a ban, and 
when submissions made by campaign groups are 
removed, the figure rises to 97%.

Christians should certainly oppose this bill, for 
several reasons. First, God has not allotted the task 
of raising children to the state but to parents, who 
are to nurture their children for Him, according to 
His word (Ps. 78:5-8; Eph. 6:4). Second, physical 
chastisement is a means God has granted to parents 
for the reprimanding of their children when their 
behaviour requires it (Prov. 22:15; Heb. 12:9). 
When used wisely, there is every expectation that 
the outcome will be positive, and in no way harmful. 
Third, the bill appears to rest upon a mistaken 
premise. The suggestion is that a gentle smack given 
to a child by a parent, in the family context with its 
“natural affection” (2 Tim. 3:3) ranks with a violent 
assault by one adult upon another. This is absurd, 
even mischievous, and a slur upon kind and caring 
parents.

The law already forbids excessive physical 
punishment of children. We think that instead of 
pursuing this ill-conceived legislation the Scottish 
Parliament would be better advised to use its energies 
in tackling the real harm being done to children in 
our society. It happens through family breakdown, 
bullying, drug-taking and promiscuity – and through 
the horror that almost all our politicians want to shut 
their eyes to: abortion.

ROME AND ISLAM

Joint document signed

The two horns of Antichrist (Rome and 
Islam) met in the United Arab Emirates on 
4th February and issued a statement. Pope 

Francis and Sheik Ahmed-el-Tayeb, the Grand Imam 
of the Al-Azhar Mosque in Cairo and a key Sunni 
Muslim leader, signed ‘A Document on Human 
Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together’. 
The Catholic News Service website described the 
accord as “a clarion call for robust dialogue that 
leads to peace”, and claimed that the document was 
a call on Christians and Muslims to recognise and 
respect each other and work together for the good 
of humanity. The Guardian newspaper highlighted 
the following sentence from the document: “We 
resolutely declare that religions must never incite 
war, hateful attitudes, hostility and extremism, nor 
incite violence or shedding of blood”.

Despite the noble sentiments, the reality on 
the ground is very different. First, in the UAE 
itself, Christian converts from Islam endure severe 
persecution, so the pledge of toleration does not 
seem to include such. Second, while the document 
controversially claims that “the pluralism and the 
diversity of religions, colour, sex, race and language 
are willed by God in His wisdom”, neither Rome nor 
Islam actually teach or practise such. An explanation 
of this passage was offered by Dr Chad Pecknold, of 
the Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C. In an attempt to head off criticism, he said that 
what is being referred to here is the natural desire 
to know God, and that God wills all men to know 
Him through the free choice of their will. In other 
words, the document does not actually mean what 
it says.

This doublespeak is reflected in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. In one place it says that “the plan 
of salvation also includes those who acknowledge 
the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are 
Muslims” (841). Yet in another it declares that it 
is “through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which 
is the universal help towards salvation, that the 
fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained” 
(816). Romanism and Islam are guilty of sophistry 
– clever but false arguments which hide the truth. 
The fact is that they both reject the crown rights of 
the Redeemer, despise the biblical gospel of grace, 
and have persecuted and do persecute evangelical 
Protestants. Christ warned that “false Christs, and 
false prophets” would arise (Matt. 24:24): let us not 
be taken in by them.

COMMENT
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(The third of four articles, based on addresses given at 
the US Presbytery’s Family Conference in August 2018.)

It is taken for granted in most countries today: 
Church and State should be separate; Government 
is secular. But the Word of God teaches differently, 

and, therefore, so does the Free Church of Scotland. 
Christ is the “King of nations” (Jer. 10:7). Therefore the 
nation owes Him obedience and loyalty. There is no area 
of life over which Christ does not say, “I am Lord”, with 
all the implications that brings. The State is Christ’s, the 
Government is Christ’s, the law is Christ’s, and all are 
charged to obey Him. For these truths, the Free Church 
of Scotland stood faithful in a very difficult day.

1. The Stand
On 31 October 1900, the members of the General 
Assembly made their way to the Free Church Assembly 
Hall on the Mound, Edinburgh. They found the gates 
locked and barred, and two policemen on duty to 
exclude them from their meeting place. A caretaker 
came and told the men the Hall was being cleaned, 
and when Rev. J. K. Cameron, the Principal Clerk, said 
that was not necessary, the man jeered that Cameron 
was “amongst dirt”. There was nothing else for it: as 
the rain poured down, the Moderator constituted the 
General Assembly on the pavement outside, and the 
twenty commissioners adjourned to a hired hall.

Behind them, hundreds of commissioners flocked 
down to the covered Waverley market, departing 
from the Free Church. There they constituted the 
first General Assembly of the United Free Church of 
Scotland. The majority had decided to enter a union 
with the United Presbyterian Church, and the faithful 
minority that remained outside was to be deprived 
of all the property donated over the prior fifty-seven 
years for the work of the Free Church. There were 
various differences between the two Churches, but 
the sharpest point of distinction was this: the United 
Presbyterians held to the separation of Church and 
State, while the Free Church minority held to the 
Establishment principle, the full, unedited version of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the vows that 

upheld it. They saw that to sacrifice this was to break 
their vows, depart from their identity, and become 
something different to what they had been.

2. The Doctrine
Religious establishment is not the defining principle 
of the Free Church of Scotland. If we wished to define 
ourselves today, we probably would do so in terms of 
the five ‘solas’ of the Reformation, or, at greater length, 
the Westminster Confession. But the Church does not 
choose its battlegrounds. The truth to be contended 
for is the truth that is under attack.

Today, we are not defined by a belief in creation over six 
literal, 24-hour days, but we will adhere to that point. We 
are not defined by opposition to the morality of same-sex 
unions, but we will take our stand with Scripture. Equally, 
in a secular age, we still confess the Kingship of Christ 
over the nations. Our experience in the Scottish Church 
has been that an assault on one part of the Confession 
is an assault upon the whole. So we are thankful for 
the stand of 1900, not just for this point, but for all the 
heritage of truth preserved by the tiny continuing Free 
Church, in the face of national declension.

But the truth behind religious establishment is 
important: Christ is King of the nations. Some may object 
that Jesus said: “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 
18:36); and, “the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 
17:21). Therefore, do we have a religious life and a secular 
life, distinct and separate? No. Let us reason together:

1. Christ is the creator of all men (John 1:3);
2. Therefore, Christ is the creator of nations (Ps. 86:9);
3. Therefore, men are under His law, as individuals 
and as nations (Matt. 22:21);
4. Therefore, a nation must serve God (Prov. 14:34);
5. Therefore, the rulers of the nations are Christ’s 
servants, to do His will (Ps. 2:10,11 & Rom. 13:4);
6. The will of God for man is summed up in the Ten 
Commandments (Deut. 4:13 & Matt. 19:17);
7. Therefore, these Ten Commandments are binding 
upon national governments.
This conclusion may not sound radical. Yet consider 

the first commandment: “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me” (Exod. 20:3). That is addressed to the 
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State. When godly kings reigned in Israel the worship 
of false gods was forbidden, and the worship of the 
true God was established. Even that was not just in 
a general, ‘non-denominational’ sense: Jehoshaphat 
was commended when he took away the high places 
where the Jews were offering unregulated worship to 
the Lord (2 Chron. 17:6). When Darius, King of Persia, 
was brought to repentance, he commanded that all 
the peoples of his empire worship God (Dan. 6:25,26). 
The implication is plain: Kings, and by extension 
modern nation states, should support and uphold the 
true Church of Christ. Further proof is found in Isaiah 
60, especially verses 10 and 16. Kings shall nourish 
the Church; we have seen instances of this in church 
history, and we await greater fulfilments yet to come!

A scriptural example is found in Ezra 1, where King 
Cyrus made provision for the Jewish priests; similarly, 
Artaxerxes in Nehemiah 2. The Lord commands rulers 
in Psalm 2:12 to “Kiss the Son”. If a New Testament text 
is desired, consider Revelation 11:15.

Consider the implications of the doctrine:
1. The State should take the whole Law as its basis 
for legislation.
2. The State should uphold the true Church of Christ, 
morally, financially and legislatively.
3. The State should require a clear Confession of 
Faith from the Church, and demand consistency 
with it.
4. This is not a basis for persecution. The State can 
restrain public blasphemy and heresy as punishable 
offences, but there is no thought crime in Biblical 
civil law, and a household can do as it wishes behind 
closed doors.

3. The Controversy
Where then did the call for separation of Church and 
State originate? In Scotland, it was given a telling name: 
‘New Light’. Its source was the intellectual movement 
known as the Enlightenment, which rejected the 
authority and the truth of Scripture, and taught human 
reason as the way to discern truth. The doctrine arose 
first in Scotland among secession churches, and in 
1847, the various New Light groups came together as 
the United Presbyterian Church, which was committed 
to the principle that the Church should be independent 

of the State and supported by voluntary contributions, 
hence the term ‘voluntaryism’.

The danger of this thinking was its insistence that 
religion can exist in a special category. The State will 
make provision to teach sums, but not Scripture; 
reading, but not repentance; French, but not faith 
in Christ, as the way of salvation: as though we can 
have normative truth in ‘secular’ subjects, but merely 
subjective opinion in religion. The State would provide 
a school, a hospital, a police station, and a telephone 
exchange – but not a church: everything then, except 
the one thing needful.

It was soon proposed that the Free Church and the 
United Presbyterians must unite. This call resulted 
in the First Union Controversy (1867-73). The 
Constitutionalists successfully resisted the proposed 
union as a sacrifice of vital principle. But it was a 
warning of what was to come. The trend in the Free 
Church was away from doctrinal precision. The older 
Constitutionalist leaders, such as Begg, Kennedy, 
Martin, the Bonars and Moody Stuart, died and were 
not replaced.

By the time of the Second Union Controversy 
(1896-1900), there was little effective opposition. 
The overwhelming majority acceded, and when union 
was finalized in October 1900, just 27 ministers stood 
apart, while 1100 went into the United Free Church. But 
many thousands of people, especially in the Highlands 
and the major cities, stood with the minority, and even 
on the South African mission field, thousands of native 
converts remained outside the union.

The trials of the continuing Free Church were 
difficult ones. J. K. Cameron commented later that 
tabling the Protest before a hostile Assembly was the 
hardest thing he ever had to do. When the minority 
withdrew to a side room of the Hall to continue the 
General Assembly and elect a Moderator, they were 
pursued by scornful hecklers. On the day of the Union, 
they found themselves locked out of the Assembly 
Hall. Thereafter, they all received threatening letters 
demanding that they remove themselves from their 
manses and churches. Many congregations were again 
left worshipping in the open air.

The legal case over the property went to the House 
of Lords, but eventually, in 1904, the Lords decided to 
recognize the Free Church minority as the legitimate 
continuation of the 1843 Free Church and legitimate 
owners of its entire property. Given the tiny size of 
the minority, a Royal Commission was appointed to 
divide the property between the United Free Church 
and the continuing Free Church. It was a remarkable 
vindication of the despised minority. The Lord had 
preserved the testimony of the Free Church of Scotland, 
that Christ is King of nations.
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“The State should uphold 
the true Church of Christ, 
morally, financially and 
legislatively.”
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is made of the church in 
Geneva, in sending out 
men with the Gospel, 
that they did not count 
them, but rather “weighed 
them”. There is also a 
reminder that while the 
Reformation under the 
Lord’s guidance brought 
about many blessings 
in many nations, 
nevertheless some cities 
‘converted’ for political or 
economic reasons.

Ian Hamilton’s chapters on ‘Why there was a 
Reformation’, and ‘The Preaching that Defined the 
Reformation’ are excellent, as are Carl Trueman’s two 
separate chapters on ‘What Augustine Teaches Us 
Today’ and ‘What Luther Teaches Us Today’. On Luther, 
and in considering preaching today, Trueman states, 
correctly in my opinion, “that many seminaries don’t 
produce many good preachers”, and that the reason 
is that the theology of preaching is not emphasised 
enough. Technical skills are necessary, but more than 
that is required.

In this reviewer’s opinion, the final chapter by 
Stephen Myers on ‘What the Christology of the 
Reformation Teaches us Today’ is worth buying the 
book for. The emphasis of the Reformers on the ‘Five 
Solas’ contrasted greatly with the teaching of the 
Roman Church. He shows how the doctrinal language 
used by Roman theologians for centuries had quite a 
different meaning from the Reformers’ understanding 
of these terms. Myers shows how years after the 
Reformation, men such as Owen, building on the 
Reformers’ teachings, addressed the false teaching 
not only of Rome but also of the group known as the 
Socinians, who rejected the Trinity and the Deity 
of Christ. Calvin’s teaching on Christ the Son of God, 
simultaneously incarnate in Jesus of Nazareth and 
filling all of the earth with His divine presence and 
power, is seen as vital to fully understand and teach 
who Christ is. “The Jesus with whom we deal...is the 
living God.”

In addressing the subject of the ‘two wills’, Calvin 
is quoted as saying the divine will and human will 
“differed from each other without any consult or 
opposition.”

This is just a little flavour of what is set out in this 
book, and while it may not appeal to everyone, it 
addresses subjects that were at the heart of the God-
inspired Reformation. Highly recommended.
Rev. Kenneth Macdonald

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

The Beauty & Glory of the Reformation
Joel R. Beeke (ed.), Reformation Heritage Books, 
hbk, 208pp (price not available)

This book is the fruit of a conference held in 
Grand Rapids marking the five-hundredth 
anniversary of the Reformation. The book is 

divided under three main headings, ‘Bright lights 
in the History of the Reformation’, ‘The Experiential 
Flame of the Reformation’ and ‘The Practical Lessons 
of the Reformation for Today’, and is divided into 
twelve chapters.

Various influential men used by God, such as 
Tyndale, Latimer, Augustine, Luther and Perkins, are 
considered, as well as an interesting chapter on some 
of the women of the Reformation. Some of the authors, 
including Michael Haykin, Ian Hamilton, Joel Beeke and 
Carl Trueman, will be fairly familiar to most readers. 
Some others may be less well-known, but nevertheless 
make worthwhile contributions to this excellent book. 
There is much here and too varied to write in detail 
of all that is included, but the following hopefully will 
persuade some to buy the book.

Haykin, in his paper on Tyndale, quotes him 
warning against the danger of a “Pope [who] sanctifies 
with holy oil...holy candles...and dumb ceremonies...
instead of trusting in the holiness of God’s word which...
speaketh unto the heart…”

Latimer’s emphasis on Biblical preaching, writes 
Haykin, shows how “in the minds of the Reformers 
there could be neither true Reformation nor genuine 
spirituality apart from the Scriptures.” The great 
transformation in his life he records from being “...as 
obstinate a Papist as any was in England”, to when he 
could say that through “continual prayer, continual 
study of the Scripture and oft communing with men of 
more right judgement, God hath delivered me.”

A chapter by a different author on ‘The Reformers’ 
Commitment to the Propagation of the Gospel to All 
Nations’ is fascinating, and shows that while some 
writers state that the Reformers were devoid of 
“missionary zeal”, there is clear evidence that Calvin 
and others were intensively committed to spreading 
the Gospel. In France there were at least 1,250 
congregations, with a total membership of over two 
million out of a population of twenty million. What 
darkness has come over that nation since then!

Missionaries – although it seems the Reformers 
seldom used that title for those sent out – even went 
as far as South America. An interesting comment 
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Evolution and the 
Christian Faith
Philip Bell, DayOne, pbk, 
320pp, £8.00

Philip Bell’s recent 
work is an excellent 
defence of biblical 

Creationism. While many 
Christians have some 
familiarity with Darwinian 
evolution, not all have been 
able to keep up with the 
ever-shifting landscape 
of evolutionism. Bell’s book seeks to cover one of the 
contemporary trends – theistic evolution. The sad truth 
is that this book was not written to assist the Christian 
against the unbeliever, but to help Creationist Christians 
combat Theistic Evolutionist Christians.

Ministers and members of congregations alike will 
find this work helpful. Bell deals with many of the 
logical inconsistencies held by those who are seeking 
to cling to Christianity and this form of evolutionary 
theory, including the problem of evil, the original 
goodness of man, the cause and place of suffering, and 
salvation. Bell says: “Without a moral compass, the 
maverick scientists who purport to explain sin, and 
those who have written about their work, are quite 
clueless. It [is] as if they have cast themselves adrift 
in a vast ocean without any landmarks by which they 
might get their bearings. Not only do they flatly refuse 
to acknowledge the port from which they set sail (i.e. 
their true origins), they have no idea, or apparent 
concern, about where they are heading (heaven or 
hell)” (p.169). His point is not that the evolutionist 
should seek Christ for the sake of morality; rather, 
without the Christ of the Scriptures there can be no 
salvation and, by extension, a truly religious or moral 
person.

The greatest concern for the Christian should be 
what the holding of a particular false theory of origins 
does to our Saviour and His salvation. Some believe they 
can play with the theory of theistic evolution and come 
away unscathed, but can we really add evolutionary 
theories to the pure Word of God and be left with 
the same Gospel? Bell demonstrates that mixing the 
doctrine of theistic evolution and the Bible cannot but 
affect the key doctrines of Jesus Christ, redemption 
accomplished and applied, and the evangelistic 
message, and indeed Christianity generally.

This reviewer found two things lacking. First, 
while much Scripture was referenced and issues of 
interpretation were brought up, a section noting the 

necessity to hold to inspiration and inerrancy would 
have aided the work. Theistic evolution has crept into 
the Christian camp, not due to mere differences of 
interpretation, but through the erosion of these vital 
truths concerning the very nature of Scripture. Second, 
it would have been helpful if Bell had demonstrated how 
holding to theistic evolution affects one’s experimental 
piety. The statement has often been made about ‘good 
men’ holding a variety of views on creation. However, 
if one’s view of creation changes the Gospel, it must 
also change one’s piety. Perhaps these two critiques 
could be covered in a follow-up book.
Joshua D. Cochran (Greenville)

C H Spurgeon’s Forgotten 
Public Lectures: Forgotten 
early articles, sermons 
and public lectures
Compiled by Terence 
Peter Crosby, DayOne, 
hbk, 494pp, £25.00

Spurgeon is always 
worth reading. There 
is a freshness in his 

language, insights and an 
evangelistic challenge. 
The book begins with nine 
articles from his early days written for The Baptist 
Messenger. I found the one on ‘The Valley of Weeping’ 
(Baca’s Vale) particularly helpful. This is followed 
by five early sermons, typical of his later style. His 
sermon on the words of Elijah, “Go seven times” (1 
Kings 18:43), is a great encouragement to persistent, 
expectant prayer.

The largest section of the book presents fifteen 
public lectures, some secular, which were delivered on 
weeknights to a variety of audiences. Here his humour 
is less restrained and bubbles over at times. Several 
of these lectures are worthy of being noted. ‘Religious 
zeal illustrated and enforced’ draws on the life of 
Whitefield to stir us up. ‘Miracles in modern times’ tells 
of wonderful answers to prayer in the life of Francke, 
Muller and others. ‘Success in life’, an address to young 
men, puts the priority where it should be. ‘Gospel 
temperance’ warns of the dangers of drunkenness.

As with every book, it must be read with discernment. 
The lecture on George Fox, the quaker, is basically an 
attack on the Establishment Principle, which Spurgeon 
saw as a great evil. However the implications of his view 
are that the state is atheistic and secular. We believe in 
the Establishment Principle.
Rev. William Macleod
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CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
61 Plasterfield, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UR
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Feb 2018
£

3,000
3,752
4,000
2,900
1,600

15,252

0
3,000
1,000
2,000
6,000

1,119
1,600

100
3,000
3,400
3,200
4,000
2,000

18,419

5,636
2,900
2,829
2,100
3,600

15,040
32,105

2,900
1,900

300
3,000
3,000

11,100

1,000
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5,978
0

89,854

0
89,854

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2019

£

0
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0
0
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80
0
0
0
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50
0
0

5,000
0
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0
0
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0
0
0
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0
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1,177
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0

110
0
0

1,146

0
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0
0

10,799

0
10,799

Total to Feb 2019
£

3,000
3,000
5,000
2,900
1,840

15,740

0
0
0

2,000
2,000

1,163
0

100
3,200
4,400
3,200
3,100
2,000

17,163

4,925
2,950
3,000
2,100
3,600

12,398
28,973

3,000
1,300
3,300
3,000
3,000

13,600

990

78,466

2,806
0

81,272

0
81,272

Feb 2019
£

1,500
1,500
2,000
1,450

920
7,370

0
0
0
0
0

284
0
0

3,200
2,400
1,600
1,600
2,000

11,084

1,430
1,550
1,100
1,050
1,800
6,322

13,252

1,500
1,300
3,150
1,500
1,500
8,950

0

40,656

735
0

41,391

0
41,391

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
April      May      June
7     Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores   5     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s   2     Tarbat
14  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis   12  Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &   9     Poolewe & Aultbea
21  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville                Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl   16  Bracadale, Brora
28  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,         23  Kiltearn  
       Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath



“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ:”

Ephesians 4:11-12
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The reception following the Scalpay Induction (courtesy of Mr Paul Keating)


