
July / August 2019 £3.00

WITNESS
FREE CHURCH

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

N
E

C   T A M

E
N

C
O

N

S U M E B A

T
U

R

Inside this issue:

Knowing God 3
A Reformed View of Rome 6
The Duty of Prayer 8
Retiring Moderator’s Sermon 11
Moderator’s Address 15
General Assembly Report 22
Seminary Closing and Graduation 30
Around the Church: Partick 32
Opening of New Building in Vavuniya 33
The Bible in Our own Language 35



July / August 20192

Editor
Rev. David M. Blunt

17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist,
HS6 5DT
witness@fccontinuing.org
01876 510305

Assistant Editors
Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland, 
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

Design & Layout
Donald Smith Graphic Design 

Correspondence & Copy
Correspondence relating to the 
magazine and copy for inclusion in 
the Church News section should be 
submitted to the Editor; the deadline 
for copy is the beginning of the month 
before publication.

Subscriptions
Annual subscription rates (including 
postage) for the Free Church Witness 
(which includes The Explorer for young 
people) mailed to one address are:

UK £27.50
Europe (Airmail) £30.00
Overseas (Airmail) £35.00

Subscriptions and orders, with cheques 
/ postal orders made out to ‘Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing)’, 
should be sent to:

Mrs Isobel McQueer, The Manse, 
Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness IV2 6XF
subscriptions@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

We encourage churches to take out 
bulk subscriptions at the lower rate of 
£24.00. The Explorer may be ordered 
separately for Sabbath Schools for the 
cost of the postage.

Distribution
For matters relating to the distribution 
of the magazine please contact:

Mr Bill McQueer, The Manse, 
Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness IV2 6XF
distribution@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Magazine on Tape
The Free Church Witness is available on 
two audio tapes which can be ordered 
at no cost. Please order your tapes from:

Mr Murdo Campbell
19 Loganswell Road, Deaconsbank, 
Glasgow G46 8AY
tapes@fccontinuing.org
0141 638 1925

FC(C) Audio Ministry
Selected sermons by Free Church 
(Continuing) ministers are available on 
CD and a catalogue may be obtained. 
Each CD costs £1.00 (including 
postage). Cheques / postal orders 
should be made payable to ‘Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing)’. Please order 
your catalogue and CDs from:

Mr Bill McQueer
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, 
Inverness IV2 6XF
audioministry@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

Psalmody CDs
CDs of psalm-singing are available 
from the Psalmody Committee. Please 
contact:

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, 
23 Kingfisher Drive, 
Glasgow G13 4QA
psalmody@fccontinuing.org
0141 328 1707

or visit: sing-the-psalms.webs.com

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org

COVER IMAGE: 
Rev. William Macleod, Moderator, 
with his wife Marion.

Contents
EDITORIAL

Knowing God 3

DEVOTIONAL
Worshipping the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness (Rev. James Clark) 5

DOCTRINE
A Reformed View of Rome (Rev. Trevor Kirkland) 6
What God is to Us (Hugh Binning) 7

PRACTICAL RELIGION
The Duty of Prayer (Rev. Calum Smith)       8

YOUTH FOCUS
‘Little Sunshine on My Path’ (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)        10

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2018 
Retiring Moderator’s Sermon (Rev. David Blunt) 11
Moderator’s Address (Rev. William Macleod) 15
Loyal & Dutiful Address 21
General Assembly Report (Rev. Murdo Macleod) 22

CHURCH NEWS 
Opening of Ayr Place of Worship 30
Seminary Closing and Graduation 30
2019 Seminary Journal 31

AROUND THE CHURCH
Partick 32

MISSIONS
Opening of New Building in Vavuniya (Rev. Robert McCurley) 33

COMMENT  
Transgender Oppression 34
The Message on our Coins 34

CHURCH HISTORY
The Bible in Our own Language (Rev. Maurice Roberts) 35

BOOK REVIEWS
Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church of Scotland by Maurice Grant & John Keddie     37
New Covenant Theology: Weighed and found wanting by Kevin McGrane 37
Letters of John Calvin by John Calvin 38

COMMUNION DATES  39

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES   39



Free Church Witness 3

The night before He was crucified, Jesus offered up 
His great ‘high priestly prayer’ to His Father. He 
prayed as the Redeemer who had come into the 

world to purchase everlasting life for His people. The 
disciples heard the Saviour describe this wonderful 
gift. “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent.” (John 17:3) We see that man’s blessedness, for 
time and eternity, is in knowing God. It is a subject well 
worth considering, with the hope that the Lord will 
enable us to know Him better. It involves both doctrine 
and experience.

God’s Covenant with Man
The Bible shows us that the blessedness of which 
Christ spoke comes to man by covenant. God created 
Adam in His own image and likeness, and entered into 
a covenant of works with him, promising Adam and his 
descendants life upon Adam’s obedience. The terms of 
this covenant were, ‘Do this and live’ (Gen. 2:16,17; Gal. 
3:10). There was no necessity upon God to enter into 
this arrangement: as the triune God, Father Son and 
Spirit, He is blessed in and of Himself, apart from any 
creature. In the way of this covenant man would not 
only know God as his Maker and Sovereign, but also 
as his Friend and Reward. Yet in time Adam disobeyed 
God, transgressing the covenant (Hos. 6:7). Because he 
represented our race, his sin was our sin.

The result of Adam’s first sin was man’s spiritual 
death, corruption and alienation from God. We no 
longer have communion with our Creator. The works 
of creation and providence tell us that there is a God, 
but He is a stranger to us, for by nature we are ignorant 
of Him and “out of the way” (Heb. 5:2). All the efforts 
of fallen man to find God come up against His strict 
justice: only if and when we are set free from our guilt 
will we be delivered from our lostness. But how is this 
possible?

God Revealed by Christ
What sinners cannot do for themselves under the 
first covenant, God has done for them in a second, 

the covenant of grace. This covenant has a Mediator, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who represents a people loved 
by God and chosen in Him for salvation before the 
world began. He has satisfied divine justice for them 
by His perfect obedience unto death. The terms of this 
covenant are, “Believe in Christ and live” (John 3:16; 
Rom. 10:8-11).

Only Jesus Christ, who is “the true God, and eternal 
life” (1 John 5:20) can make God known to us in a 
saving way. John refers to Christ as “the Word” and 
“the true Light” (John 1:1,9). He tells us that “the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (v.14). He then 
says: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him” (v.18). John is saying that God has 
not left us in darkness. The great Prophet Jesus Christ 
reveals God to men: if we know Him, then we know 
God! Religions founded by other prophets, though they 
may contain a measure of truth, cannot bring men to 
God. Liberal Christianity or ‘modernism’ is a vanity: 
because it denies the deity of Christ, it denies to its 
followers the possibility of knowing God.

The Word of God
While we are in this world our great concern should 
be to acquaint ourselves with God through Christ. The 
chief means God has given us is His Word. During the 
time of the Old Testament Christ brought God’s word 
to His church through His prophets; they were able to 
communicate the truth by “the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them” (1 Pet. 1:11). In the time of the New 
Testament Christ gave further revelation to the church 
through His apostles, to whom He said: “All things that 
I have heard of my Father I have made known unto 
you” (John 15:15). This divine revelation is preserved 
for us in the Holy Scriptures, the inspired and infallible 
Word of God.

Though we have the Scriptures, and listen to 
ministers who preach them faithfully, something more 
is needed if we are to be blessed in knowing God. The 
truth must enter not our ears merely, but our souls. 
Paul tells us that Jesus Christ is “the image of God”, and 

EDITORIAL

KNOWING GOD
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that when it pleases the Lord, a mighty power operates 
in the gospel, shining in our hearts to give us “the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:4,6). This is the work of the Holy Spirit, 
beginning in our regeneration and continuing in our 
sanctification. The Psalmist spoke of the same saving 
work: “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding to the simple” (Ps. 119:130).

All upon whom the Lord looks in His mercy have 
this experience. United to Christ by faith, they have 
communion in grace with Him, partaking of the 
benefits of what He accomplished on the cross. Do you 
know what it is to be right with God and adopted by 
Him, enjoying an intimate fellowship with the Lord 
which will last forever (1 John 1:3)? It is more than 
a bare knowledge of the truth! Believers submit to 
God’s Word as having supreme authority over their 
lives. They search it carefully, that they may know 
God in all His perfections, and by it He searches their 
hearts, to make them aware of their sins and lead 
them to repentance. They seek God’s promises for 
their comfort, but they also seek His precepts for their 
guidance, that they may please Him as doers of His 
word. As believers meditate on the truth, they find 
that the Spirit writes it in their hearts, and they “are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory” (2 
Cor. 3:3,18). They become more like Christ!

The Sacraments
Another means of knowing God is the sacraments, 
which are special means of grace appointed by Christ 
in His church. In the elements used and the actions 

involved, and as these things are understood in the 
light of God’s Word, Christ’s saving benefits are set 
forth and sealed to believers. When we are conscious 
of being weak in faith and lacking in assurance, it is 
helpful to look back to our baptism. The washing with 
water signifies that the believer is one with Christ in His 
death, burial and resurrection (Rom. 6:3,4). It testifies 
that we have been born from above and joined to 
Christ by the Spirit, and that the blood shed at Calvary 
cleanses our souls from sin. It is encouraging to know 
that our salvation does not depend upon anything in 
us, but solely upon the merits of Jesus Christ!

When believers eat the bread and drink the wine in 
the Lord’s supper, they are remembering Christ in His 
death and receiving spiritual nourishment from Him. 
Paul told the Corinthians: “The cup of blessing which 
we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16) Sitting with Christ 
at His table, we desire for our souls the experience 
the two disciples journeying to Emmaus had when 
Jesus abode with them, and “he was known of them in 
breaking of bread” (Luke 24:35). When we feed upon 
our Redeemer by faith, we receive the benefits of His 
death, and “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).

Prayer
We cannot know God without prayer, and we will not 
profit from the other ordinances if we neglect the 
throne of grace. James Fisher wrote: “The prayer of faith 
fetches home to the soul all the good that is wrapped 
up both in the word and in the sacraments.” When we 
pray with David, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119:18), 
it should be the wondrous things concerning Jesus 
Christ that we desire to know more than anything else: 
we should be taken up with Him. If we come before the 
Lord with a longing for Himself, we will not go away 
empty; we shall “be filled with all the fulness of God” 
(Eph. 3:19).

At the end of our journey here we shall leave these 
means behind. We shall see the Lord face to face, and 
know even as we are known (1 Cor. 13:12). And when 
we see our King in His beauty we shall say, as the queen 
of Sheba did when she finally came into the presence 
of king Solomon, “it was a true report that I heard”, yet, 
“the half was not told me” (1 Kings 10:6,7).
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“Do you know what it 
is to be right with God 
and adopted by
Him, enjoying an 
intimate fellowship 
with the Lord
which will last forever 
(1 John 1:3)?”
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“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring 
an offering, and come before him: worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness.” (1 Chronicles 16:29)

“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)

Our worship on earth ought to resemble, as much 
as possible, the worship in Heaven. As it is the 
highest and most reverential activity on earth, 

it should be done with due thought and preparation. 
The Word of God should be consulted as to what 
constitutes worship, and in what manner it is to be 
carried out: in other words, it must be “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24). Those who live nearest to God will 
always have the most reverence and care. If all things 
are to be done “decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40), 
then Scripture must be our guide – and there are no 
man-made hymns in Heaven!

The Christian a Temple
Holiness is a lovely thing; gracious, attractive. If they 
had had eyes to see it, they would have seen it in Christ, 
instead of seeing “no beauty that we should desire him” 
(Isa. 53:2). Much of contemporary religious behaviour 
is a veneer, but true holiness begins in faith and 
radiates from the new heart. Beauty is an attribute of 
holiness. With holiness comes devotion, and devotion 
cannot be separated from worship, the adoration of 
the Source and Pattern for it. Concentration upon God 
has the reflex effect of distaste from what is contrary to 
God, as set down by the authority of Scripture (and not 
by human traditions). The will bows in its love for the 
Lord; the Christian becomes a ‘temple’, separated from 
a common use.

There is a beauty in doing the things we are meant for, 
a purity of character and not just “a form of godliness” 
(2 Tim. 3:5). The beauty of holiness contains a harmony, 
a balance – it is not just a selective concentration on 
favourite things to do, but it is putting on the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 13:14). Nor is it to do the minimum, but 
the utmost. There are too many ‘minimal Christians’, 

to use Spurgeon’s description. Consistency follows the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27); compromise and 
worldliness will accept less, and probably justify it with 
excuses – such is religious human nature.

Conformity to Christ
The heart which loves Christ resists pride: there is no 
attractiveness in self-righteousness (except to those 
who practise it). We are also to speak the truth in 
love (Eph. 4:15), in pity to those who turn aside from 
it – they are on a different path, and this is reflected 
in their attempts at worship. We know from Scripture 
that only what God appoints is acceptable to Him, and 
that the Lord Jesus always did “those things that please 
him” (John 8:29) in worship, both public and private. A 
religious person can be ‘sincere but sincerely wrong’, 
with “a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” 
(Rom. 10:2).

We know how the Lord Jesus worshipped, and it 
was beautiful – modern innovations are ugly. Surely 
we are to reflect Christ (2 Cor. 3:18), not only in mind 
but in act. The standard of holiness, whether on earth 
or in heaven, is conformity to Christ. He must be our 
standard and example in worship also. “Then shall the 
offering...be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of 
old, and as in former years.” (Mal. 3:4)

“Holiness is the beauty of the Lord, the 
beauty of all sanctified souls and all 
religious performances.” 
– John Calvin

DEVOTIONAL

WORSHIPPING THE LORD IN 
THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS
REV. JAMES CLARK

“We know how the 
Lord Jesus worshipped, 
and it was beautiful 
– modern innovations 
are ugly.”



July / August 20196

Despite her great Reformation heritage, the 
Scottish nation, and the ministers of her national 
Church, seem largely ignorant today regarding 

the teaching of the Westminster Standards on Roman 
Catholicism. The following statements from nearly four 
centuries ago have yet to be proven unscriptural:

1. Scripture
Rome claims that the canon of Scripture is larger 
than the sixty-six books which make up the Bible. 
The Westminster Confession of Faith in chapter 1 
deliberately states what is and what is not contained in 
the Word of God. After affirming the list of thirty-nine 
Old Testament books from Genesis to Malachi, and the 
twenty-seven New Testament books from Matthew to 
Revelation (1:2), it rejects the books called Apocrypha 
as “not being of divine inspiration”. They “are no part 
of the canon of the scripture; and therefore are of no 
authority in the Church of God” (1:3). The Confession 
also states that the authority of Scripture “dependeth 
not upon the testimony of any man or church” (1:4). 
This is a rebuff to the Church of Rome, which claims 
authority over the Bible.

2. Good Works
Contrary to the teaching of Rome, good works are “only 
such as God hath commanded in his holy word” (16:1), 
and are “the fruits and evidences of a true and lively 
faith” (16:2). Whatever level of obedience believers 
attain to in this life, they can never do more than duty 
requires; indeed “they fall short of much which in duty 
they are bound to do” (16:4). Nor can we “merit pardon 
of sin, or eternal life” by our works: the reason is “the 
great disproportion that is between them and the glory 
to come, and the infinite distance that is between us and 
God” (16:5). So Christ taught the disciples: “when ye 
shall have done all those things which are commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done 
that which was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10).

3. Worship
The Confession declares that “the acceptable way of 
worshipping the true God is instituted by himself, and 
so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be 
worshipped according to the imaginations and devices 
of men” (21:1). The Preface to the Directory for the 
Public Worship of God refers to “the former ceremonies” 

of the Papists, and new ones “daily obtruded upon the 
Church [of England]” by the Prelates. What is required is 
“divine institution in every ordinance”. In other words, it 
is neither the Pope, nor the clergy, nor anyone else who 
decides what is done in worship: it is God alone. This is 
called the ‘Regulative Principle of Worship’, which sadly 
was abandoned by the residual Free Church in 2010.

4. Marriage
According to the Confession, marriage between those 
professing “the true reformed religion” and “infidels, 
Papists, or other idolaters” is wrong, for Christians 
should marry “only in the Lord” (24:3). Adultery 
or wilful desertion provide the innocent party with 
ground to divorce, after which they may remarry 
(24:5,6). The National Covenant, originally drafted in 
1638, drew attention to Rome’s “cruelty against the 
innocent divorced”, and that cruelty remains to this day.

5. The Church
Of all Rome's blasphemies, none is more offensive than 
her claim that the Pope is the head of the church.  The 
Confession, citing Matthew 23:8-10, 2 Thessalonians 
2:3,4,8,9, and Revelation 13:6, unequivocally states 
that the Pope of Rome is not in any sense the church’s 
head, “but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son of 
perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against 
Christ, and all that is called God” (25:6).

6. The Sacraments
The Confession insists that “there be only two 
sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord in the gospel” 
(27:4), and the National Covenant speaks of the Pope’s 
“five bastard sacraments”. Also, the “Popish sacrifice of 
the mass, as they call it, is most abominably injurious 
to Christ’s one only sacrifice” (29:2), and “that doctrine 
which maintains a change of the substance of bread 
and wine into the substance of Christ’s body and blood 
(commonly called Transubstantiation)...is repugnant 
not to Scripture alone, but even to common sense and 
reason; overthroweth the nature of the sacrament; and 
hath been and is the cause of manifold superstitions, 
yea, of gross idolatries.” (29:6)

Given these grievous (and in some cases soul-
destroying) errors of Rome, it is no wonder that the 
Directory instructs ministers to pray publicly for “the 
fall of Antichrist”.

DOCTRINE

A REFORMED VIEW OF ROME
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE

WHAT GOD IS TO US
HUGH BINNING 

(Binning [1627-1653] was a Covenanter who ministered 
in Govan, which then adjoined Glasgow. This piece is 
abridged from a section in Volume 1 of his Works entitled 
‘God is Merciful’.)

“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands” (Exodus 34:6,7)

Two things in us here put us in an incapacity 
of nearness with God, infirmity and iniquity. 
Infirmity in us cannot behold his glory. And 

iniquity in us, he cannot behold it, because he is of 
pure eyes, that can look on no unclean thing. Sin is the 
wall of partition, and the thick cloud that eclipses his 
glory from us. 

Mercy or Justice
There are two manner of ways he expresses himself 
towards the creatures, in a comfortable way, or in a 
terrible way. This glorious perfection and almighty 
power hath an issue upon sinners, and it runs in a 
twofold channel, of mercy or justice; of mercy towards 
miserable sinners that find themselves lost, and flee unto 
him and take hold of his strength; and justice towards 
all those that flatter themselves in their own eyes, and 
continue in their sins, and put the evil day far off. 

The Lord exhibits himself in a twofold appearance, 
according to the condition of sinners. He sits on a 
throne and tribunal of grace and mercy, to make 
access to the vilest sinner, who is afraid of his wrath, 
and would fain be at peace with him; and he sits on 
a throne of justice and wrath, to seclude and debar 
presumptuous sinners from holiness.

Condemnation or Absolution
There were two mountains under the law, one of 
cursings, and another of blessings. These are the 
mountains God sets his throne upon, and from 
these he speaks and sentences mankind. From the 
mountain of cursings, he hath pronounced a curse, and 
condemnatory sentence upon all flesh, “for all have 
sinned”. The Lord having thus condemned all mankind 
because of disobedience, he sits again upon the 

mountain of blessings, and pronounces a sentence of 
absolution, of as many as have taken with the sentence 
of condemnation, and appealed to his grace and mercy.

God erects his tribunal of justice in the world for 
this end, that all flesh might once be convicted before 
him, and therefore he cites, as it were, and summons 
all men before his tribunal, to be judged. He lays out an 
accusation in the word against them, and pronounces 
the sentence in their conscience. And thus man is 
guilty before God, and his mouth stopped. The soul 
ratifies and confirms the truth and justice of all his 
threatenings and judgments (Rom. 3:4). 

For such souls as join with God in judging and 
condemning themselves, the Lord hath erected a 
throne of grace, and tribunal of mercy in the word, 
whereupon he hath set his Son Jesus Christ (Ps. 2:6; 
89:14; 45:6; Heb. 1:8). Mercy and truth goes before the 
face of the king to welcome and entertain miserable 
sinners, and to make access to them. And from this 
throne Jesus Christ holds out the sceptre of the gospel, 
to invite sinners, self-condemned sinners, to come 
to him alone, who hath gotten all final judgement 
committed to him, that he may give eternal life to 
whom he will (John 5:21,22).

Compassion and Pity
Let us consider this name of the Lord, and it shall answer 
all our suspicions of him; all our objections against 
coming and believing in him. Ignorance is the mother 
of unbelief, together with the natural perverseness of 
our hearts. If we knew his name, we would trust in him; 
if his names were pondered and considered, we would 
believe in him. Satan knows this, and therefore his 
great sleight and cunning is, to hold our minds fixed on 
the consideration of our misery and desperate estate. 
Therefore you should labour to get an entire sight of 
God, and you shall see him best in his word.

Thou sayest, “Thou art a strong God, but what 
comfort can I have in thy strength, since I know not thy 
good-will?” The Lord answers thee in this name, I am 
merciful. If thou be miserable, I am merciful as well as 
strong; if thou have sin and misery, I have compassion 
and pity. Thou needest no other thing to commend 
thee to him.
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God alone, in His three Persons, is the object of 
worship, and prayer is a fundamental part of our 
worship. When the Saviour found the merchants 

and money-changers buying and selling in the temple, 
He stated in no uncertain terms from the Scriptures, 
“My house shall be called the house of prayer” (Matt. 
21:13). In this He was clearly denoting the weightiness 
and importance of prayer as part of our worship. There 
are millions of people throughout the world who pray, 
but true prayer is directed solely to the one true God, 
in the name of Christ and by the help and assistance of 
the Holy Spirit. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve.” (Matt. 4:10)

A Duty of All Men
God is the only independent Being in existence, and 
all men are dependent upon Him. It is the command 
of God that all men pray, and that makes it our duty. 
However, prayer is not only to be looked upon as a duty 
required of us by God, but also as a great privilege. 
We have a creaturely dependence upon God as our 
Creator. Man in rebellion tries to live a life of complete 
independence from God, aiming to be self-supporting 
and self-reliant. He fails to realise that “in him [God] 
we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).

Our food, shelter, clothing, health and reason, in 
whatever way they come to us, can all be traced back 
to God as the Giver. The apostle James reminds us of 
this in his epistle. “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.” (James 1:17)

God is good unto all, and this should be 
acknowledged and expressed by all men. Not to 
acknowledge in prayer that God is the source of what 
He bestows upon us, in giving us life and all the good 
things of life, is to treat Him with the utmost contempt.

A Neglected Duty
Of all the duties that man is encouraged to perform in 
Scripture, prayer is the one that is perhaps the most 
neglected by us. Throughout Scripture the importance 
of prayer is constantly impressed upon us. For example, 
the Psalmist exhorts us, saying, “But it is good for me 
to draw near to God” (Ps. 73:28). In His Sermon on the 
Mount, the Saviour promises us, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you” (Matt. 7:7).

We have many examples of the saints praying in 
Scripture. In the Old Testament Abraham prays for 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, that they would be 
spared for the sake of the righteous dwelling in them 
(Gen. 18:23-33). Jacob prayed at his conversion at 
Bethel (Gen. 28:16-22), and also at Peniel, where he 
wrestled with the angel (Gen. 32:24-30). Moses, the 
man of God, interceded on behalf of the children of 
Israel (Exod. 33:12-19).

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE DUTY OF PRAYER
REV. CALUM SMITH

“Throughout Scripture 
the importance of 
prayer is constantly 
impressed upon us.”

July / August 20198
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In the New Testament the evidence the Lord 
provides to Ananias for the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus is, “behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9:11). When a 
person becomes a Christian it inevitably follows that 
he or she begins to pray. A relationship has been 
established with God, and it is strengthened through 
prayer. The same apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Philippians, says: “That I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death” (Phil. 3:10). 
He already knew the Lord, but he wanted to know Him 
more and more. That developing relationship with the 
Lord is primarily built up through prayer, along with 
the reading of God’s Word.

There are times when a Christian finds it difficult to 
pray, however. This is perhaps why the Scriptures so 
often exhort us concerning prayer. “Men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). There are many 
other duties we will perform, even to the minutest 
detail, while we neglect prayer.

Why is this? Well, prayer is not easy. Our own 
sinfulness is a problem. The Psalmist says, “If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 
66:18). This is undoubtedly the biggest obstacle to us 
in prayer – the sinfulness of our own hearts and the 
opposition and aversion that we find there to prayer. 
This was the apostle Paul’s complaint too: “when I 
would do good, evil is present with me” (Rom. 7:21).

More often than not, the case with the Christian is 
that stated by Isaiah: “your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God” (Isa. 59:2). Therefore we 
must aim at putting sin far from us in our approach to 
God, because God and sin can never be reconciled.

The sinfulness of our own hearts can often lead to 
a worldly lifestyle. Our lives today are very busy, and 
perhaps it is time to consider whether the things of 
the world are encroaching upon us too much. This can 
force us to neglect private duties such as prayer. Even 
many Christians today have become workaholics. It can 
be difficult for them to manage to come out to prayer 
meetings because of their work. Then tiredness sets 
in, and private prayer is the first thing to be dispensed 
with.

A Duty to be Encouraged
It is in the name of Christ alone that we pray. This 
means much more than just making mention of His 
name. It means that we approach the Father in prayer 
only on account of Christ’s finished work; otherwise 
there is no means of approach. He is “the way” to the 

Father (John 14:6). In Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
and in his Epistle to the Ephesians, we read that we 
have access to the Father through faith in Christ and 
by the Spirit (Rom. 5:2; Eph. 2:18). The meaning of the 
word ‘access’ in both of these passages is that we have 
admission into the very presence of God the Father in 
prayer. Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote that we have an 
introduction into the Father’s presence through Christ. 
He is the one who presents us before the Father when 
we pray. Christ says to the Father, “Behold I and the 
children which God hath given me” (Heb. 2:13).

If any of us were invited to dinner with the Queen we 
would dress appropriately and would want someone of 
importance to introduce us to her. This is what Christ 
does for us before the great Majesty of heaven. This is 
also why we should all consider how we dress when 
we go to the prayer meeting. We are brought into the 
presence of the eternal King.

The puritan John Owen tells us something 
astounding in Volume 9 of his Works (‘Sermons to the 
Church’). He states that we are taken right into the 
very court of heaven itself when we pray in the name 
of Christ through faith, so that we join with the church 
triumphant in worship. Truly astounding!

Another reason for encouragement in prayer is that 
the Holy Spirit helps us to pray. He affects our souls in 
such a way that we are willing to confess our sins, and 
He assists us by often bringing things into our minds 
for which we had not intended to pray.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / THE DUTY OF PRAYER

“As God’s people, we 
all have our sufferings 
and perplexities, but 
how does the story 
end?”

Q. 178. What is prayer?
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto 
God, in the name of Christ, by the help of his 
Spirit; with confession of our sins, and thankful 
acknowledgment of his mercies.

(The Larger Catechism)
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Life is full of ups and downs and sometimes more 
down than up.

A Dark Path
Take the case of James Welsh, a minister in the USA. 
His life started off with so much promise (his date 
of birth is unknown). University trained, there was 
the expectation of future honours, but life did not 
turn out that way. First he was hounded out of his 
prestigious post as a faculty member of Transylvania 
University (Kentucky); then he was dismissed from 
his church because of internal politics; finally he was 
suspended while attending to the needs of a struggling 
congregation, and died tragically the following year 
(1825). Instead of welcome, praise and honour he 
encountered hostility, condemnation and disgrace.

Writing to James Blythe he stated, “I enjoy but little 
sunshine on my path”. In the midst of his trials he wrote 
to his old friend Robert Patterson, “I am sometimes a 
little afraid that you have altogether forgotten me” – 
though he hoped that Patterson himself was faring well 
“through the visicitudes (sic) of this unfriendly world.”

There are many like that whom we meet along the 
way. Their lives are often covered over by glamour on 
social media. We see it with film stars who materially 
have everything yet whose lives are miserable and 
unsatisfying. Take L’Wren Scott (1964-2014), an icon 
of the fashion world who had posted a quotation on her 
web page: “fashion is the armour to survive the reality 
of life”. She killed herself in her luxury apartment. 
Behind the image there lurked the grim reality of 
misery. One insider stated: “You go to a launch party 
and you all act like you’re best friends, but no one 
really cares about anyone.”

The Remedy for Misery
What shall we do when misery is our lot? Remarkably 
God has provided us with a means to explain and 
express that misery openly and publicly without 
shame. It is called psalmody. It is reckoned that one 
third of the psalms either are or contain personal 
laments. In other words, God has given songs for 
miserable Christians to sing!

Take Psalm 88, which describes in simple terms 
an ugly reality we find hard to admit: friends and 
loved ones are gone and darkness itself has become 

a companion (v.18). Sometimes God himself seems to 
have left us (Ps. 42:3). And things can get much worse: 
that sense of sinking and drowning; of hopelessness. 
Psalm 130:1: “Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 
O Lord.” Winston Churchill referred to his depression 
as the ‘black dog’. Sometimes it merely walked beside 
him, at other times it seemed to be dragging him 
backward; worse, there were times when it seemed to 
be on top of him, paralysing, hindering, and otherwise 
immobilising him.

Worship is Vital
Believers may say to themselves, “I’m too miserable 
to worship”. So they sit at home and mope. It is at 
that crucial moment that worship is vital. To come 
to worship and sing, or hear being sung to you, these 
songs of lament and despair which state our case 
without shame. To have an entire congregation sing 
both to God and to one another:

“How long wilt thou forget me, Lord?
    Shall it for ever be?
O how long shall it be that thou
    wilt hide thy face from me?
How long take counsel in my soul,
    still sad in heart, shall I?
How long exalted over me
    shall be mine enemy?”    (Ps. 13:1-2)

The Christian Life
Calvin spoke truly when he said that the Psalms were 
“an anatomy of all parts of their soul”. Carl Trueman 
wrote that “a diet of unremittingly jolly choruses and 
hymns inevitably creates an unrealistic horizon of 
expectation which sees the normative Christian life 
as one long triumphalist street party”. Excluding the 
experiences of the psalmist from worship has turned 
many into ‘spiritual pixies’. We desperately need to have 
the spiritual experiences of the psalmist set before us as 
normative, not the banalities of modern choruses.

James Clark, in his Daily Readings for the Depressed, 
refers to the words in Psalm 142:7, “Bring my soul out 
of prison”. That is where we find ourselves sometimes. 
And we need to hear it being stated – sung even. But 
the rest of the line is crucial: “that I may praise thy 
name”. As Clark writes: “Some in prison do not want 
to leave, it has become for them a comfort zone....But 
David cried to get out, and we can learn from him.”

YOUTH FOCUS

‘LITTLE SUNSHINE ON MY PATH’
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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COMFORT FOR THE CHURCH OF GOD

“But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou 
art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee.” (Isaiah 43:1-2)

These are beautiful words from God to Israel, 
through the prophet Isaiah. They came at a time 
of great difficulty for Israel, who had departed 

from God’s ways, provoking Him to anger by the sin 
of idolatry, with their high places and graven images. 
Their disobedience had led to severe chastisements 
from the Lord. He sent the Assyrians against them, who 
invaded Israel, taking the people into captivity, and 
subjugated Judah. Later the Babylonians overthrew 
the Assyrians, and laid siege to Jerusalem, plundering 
and then destroying the city, and the temple with it. 
The king and his court, and many others, were led into 
exile in Babylon.

Beginning at chapter 40, God has encouragement 
for His people in their plight. Though they have been 
rebellious and obstinate, and have suffered as a 
result, He has by no means rejected them. Isaiah was 
told to speak “comfortably” to Jerusalem, literally “to 
the heart”, and he certainly does that in these verses. 
God says to His people, “fear not”, reminding them of 
what He has done for them, and giving them precious 
promises for the future.

How can we explain God’s great kindness and 
longsuffering to Israel? The answer is found in His 
words to them here, “thou art mine”. They are His 
people; they are the church which He loves. God has 
made an everlasting covenant with His people; He 
maintains that covenant, and the words spoken in 
these verses are for the church now. We have four 
things concerning the Lord and His church which are 
of comfort to us in dark times.

The Lord Creates the Church
“thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he 
that formed thee, O Israel”

This is the fundamental thing: the other things 
flow from it. God creates the church and He forms the 
church. It is His work from beginning to end. There is 
surely comfort in that: anything which God sets His 
hand to cannot fail.

Without God there is no church, just as there is no 
creation (Gen. 1:1). The church is the new creation, 
brought out of the fallen creation, in a way that reveals 
all the riches of divine mercy and grace. We see that 
with Israel. They were “the fewest of all people” upon 
the face of the earth; they were feeble, they were 
nothing. Yet God chose them and made them “to be a 
special people unto himself, above all people that are 
upon the face of the earth” (Deut. 7:6,7). He loved them 

“How can we explain 
God’s great kindness 
and longsuffering to 
Israel? The answer is 
found in His words to 
them here, ‘thou art 
mine’.”

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019

RETIRING MODERATOR’S SERMON
REV. DAVID M. BLUNT
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and set them apart as a holy people, His own “peculiar 
treasure” (Ps. 135:4).

The origin of the church is in eternity, in God’s 
gracious election. That is when the church was first 
‘created’. God set His love upon a chosen people. They 
were given to the Son as the Mediator, and appointed to 
obtain salvation by Him. They were ‘formed’ together 
into Christ’s mystical body, as His spiritual members.

In time the church becomes visible in this world. 
We have a picture of the church and of every believer 
in Jacob himself. Jacob was one of God’s elect, but his 
twin brother Esau, who was born first, was not (Rom. 
9:13). God revealed to their mother that the elder 
would serve the younger (Gen. 25:23). Coming into this 
world, Jacob was a child of Adam, and was nothing but 
sin. By His grace the Lord made Jacob a new creature. 
Jacob was far from perfect as a believer. He was willing 
to employ deceit to secure from his father the blessing 
which belonged to his brother. We know that this was 
ultimately of the Lord, yet we cannot overlook Esau’s 
words to Isaac after the deception has been discovered: 
“Is not he rightly named Jacob?” (Gen. 27:36).

The name ‘Jacob’ means ‘a supplanter’, and it speaks 
of the believer’s sinful nature. Yet the Lord had begun 
a good work in Jacob. By His grace He was sanctifying 
him and fashioning him into Israel, ‘a prince of God’ 
(Gen. 32:28). This was seen at Penuel, when Jacob 
wrestled with the Angel, and had power with God and 
prevailed. Jacob had a desire for the blessing of the 
covenant which the Lord had given to Abraham and to 
Isaac, and which had been promised to him also (Gen. 
28:12-15); he was pleading earnestly with the Lord 
and he would not be denied. The blessing was given, 
and it was sealed by the change of name.

What is the comfort of this for us today? There is 
a lot of Jacob in us and in the church, which we ought 
to lament and repent of. We are often guilty of using 
guile, when we ought to speak plainly about things. 
The church is trusting in its own wisdom and its own 
schemes to bring about God’s blessing, and there is 
only spiritual blight. What we must learn again is that 

the way to divine blessing is not through any subtleties 
men can devise, but through fervent and persistent 
prayer. May the Lord give to His church “the spirit of 
grace and of supplications” (Zech. 12:10) once more! 
How thankful we should be for the King and Head of 
the church, the Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest 
and mighty Intercessor who always prevails with God 
(Heb. 7:25; John 11:42)!

Our need is to be less Jacob than we are, and more 
Israel! The comfort for us as believers is that when we 
feel ourselves to be Jacob, the Word of God assures us 
that by grace we are in fact Israel, and that one day we 
will be Jacob no more.

The Lord Redeems His Church
“for I have redeemed thee”

This is a truth for the comfort of God’s church in 
every age. The church has been ransomed by God. 
She has been delivered from her bondage to sin by 
the payment of a price. God paid the price for her in 
the precious blood of His own dear and eternal Son, 
who took our nature and laid down His pure, holy and 
innocent life as a sacrifice for the sins of His people. As 
“the saviour of the body”, Christ “loved the church, and 
gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:23,25).

The great type of this redemption is the deliverance 
of Israel out of Egypt (Exod. 20:1-2). What a mighty 
work that was! For years Israel endured a cruel 
captivity, until God brought them out of Egypt by His 
own right hand (Ps. 118:16). He smote the firstborn 
of the Egyptians, but passed over the dwellings of the 
Israelites; at His command they had sprinkled the 
blood of a lamb upon the entrances to their homes. 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians then urged God’s people 
to go, but they pursued them after they had gone. The 
Red sea lay before the Israelites, but God parted the 
waters miraculously for them, and they went through 
as on dry land. The waters then returned, and Pharaoh 
and his host were drowned in the depths. On the far 
shore Israel celebrated her victory. “I will sing unto the 
Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously” (Exod. 15:1).

In one sense the most astounding thing about the 
exodus is how quickly many in Israel began to murmur 
against the Lord. When they came to the wilderness 
of Sin, they said to Moses and Aaron: “Would to God 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 
Egypt” (Exod. 16:3). They had forgotten about their 
deliverance, and all that it signified! Yet the exodus was 
over and done; there was no going back for Israel, and 
the godly among them were truly thankful.

There is comfort in these things. The spiritual 
deliverance of the church was completed by Christ at 
Calvary, when He cried “It is finished” (John 19:30). 
His atonement is all-sufficient for our salvation. We 

“The church is trusting 
in its own wisdom 
and its own schemes 
to bring about God’s 
blessing, and there is 
only spiritual blight.”
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must not think to add anything to it: not our faith, not 
our repentance, not our obedience. It is humbling to 
read Isaiah’s confession in chapter 64: “we are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). Even in her best days Israel 
was only acceptable to God because of her Redeemer. 
The church today is no different. It is encouraging for 
us to hear from the Word of God that salvation is not 
by “works of righteousness which we have done”, but 
according to God’s mercy alone (Titus 3:5).

What a poor, unworthy people we are! Can we say 
that we have never, ever, had the slightest desire at all 
to return to the world? At the least, we will have been 
tempted to do so. But here is our comfort: the cross of 
Christ guarantees that those for whom He died will not 
go back. In their trials and afflictions they may think 
along those lines, but they will always find that in the 
mercy of God the way is closed to them, and they will 
press on.

The deliverance of Israel out of Egypt also indicates 
the providential deliverances of the church in the 
world. God brought comfort to His church when He 
delivered His people from heathen Babylon after 
seventy years. The church was comforted again when 
her Lord appeared in this world, and made known to 
the disciples the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
which the proud Pharisees did not know. God brought 
comfort to His church once more at the Reformation, 
delivering her from Romanism. It is interesting that 
Luther spoke of the period of papal domination as 
the ‘Babylonian captivity’ of the church. The Lord set 
His church free from the bondage of superstition, and 
we enjoy the benefits today: the comfort of an open 
Bible, the preaching of the pure gospel, and the truth 
of justification by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone.

The Lord Gathers His Church
“I have called thee by thy name”

This is another truth for the comfort of the church, 
especially at a time when she is as a little flock. The 
redemption purchased by Christ must be applied, but 
how? Different answers may be given to that question 
within the church, but there is only one answer found 
in the Bible. It is seen in the words of Christ to Simon 
Peter: “I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Because 
Christ is the Builder of the church, the church will be 
built, and nothing can prevent it.

The Lord called Israel by her name. To call by name 
indicates a relation of friendship and intimacy. In the 
time of the Old Testament God had chosen Israel as 
His people, to the exclusion of other nations, and He 
revealed Himself to her. The Psalmist spoke of this: 
“He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and 

his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with 
any nation” (Ps. 147:19-20). In the time of the New 
Testament God’s people are found among all nations, 
and He sends the gospel to the ends of the earth, that it 
might reach them.

Christ was sending out His disciples to “teach 
all nations” (Matt. 28:19). Literally it is to “make 
disciples” of all nations. But how is a true disciple of 
Christ made? Ministers must preach the gospel, and 
preach it with passion and zeal, but if that was the only 
power available to the church then she would have 
every reason to be discouraged. And ministers would 
hardly be willing to climb the steps of their pulpits 
every Sabbath.

The truth is that the redemption of Christ is applied 
to sinners wholly by the work of the Holy Spirit. Without 
the blessing of the Spirit, sinners will not be converted. 
We are unable to repent and believe of ourselves, for 
we are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). Only 

by God’s invincible grace in effectual calling are we 
enabled to close with Christ, who is freely offered to 
us in the gospel. Then we become Christ’s by actual 
union with Him, and in the wonderful affection of our 
covenant relation to Him.

The comfort of this for the believer is obvious. In the 
midst of the church’s warfare, and our own struggles 
with sin and temptation, because Christ’s redemption 
has been applied to our souls and we have known a 
saving change, we are able to say with Paul: “the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). The church’s name may be Jacob, but it is 
also Israel. The church is the bride of Christ, and the 
believer can say: “My beloved is mine, and I am his” 
(Song of Sol. 2:16).

When Paul preached Christ crucified in Corinth, it 
was “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 
Cor. 2:4), and that is what we must beseech God for 
in our own day. The Lord is still raising up ministers 

“Only by God’s 
invincible grace in 
effectual calling are we 
enabled to close with 
Christ, who is freely 
offered to us in the 
gospel.”
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for His church, to gather His people into His fold. We 
are thankful to Him that He is providing us with two 
ministers, with another to begin training soon. That is 
something for our Church to take comfort in.

The Lord Preserves His Church
Isaiah has one final comfort for the church. The 
difficulties God’s people experience are described 
under two figures, but they have promises from the 
Lord to sustain them:

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee”

Crossing the Red sea was a matter of faith for Israel. 
As they trusted in the Lord, He opened up a passage for 
them. They had the Lord’s presence and guidance, as 
their spiritual Rock (1 Cor. 10:4). It was the same when 
they crossed the river Jordan. The Lord was with them 
during the whole of their long and difficult journey to 
Canaan, the land of promise, even though they did not 
always acknowledge this.

The waters and rivers are symbols of difficulty and 
distress. In our own ‘deep waters’ we may be afraid 

of losing our footing – the footing of our faith. Yet in 
all our troubles, temporal and spiritual, our comfort 
is that God promises to steady our feet as we look to 
Him, and even to carry us in our weakness. So Asaph 
was able to say, “thou hast holden me by my right 
hand” (Ps. 73:23). Praise God that “underneath are the 
everlasting arms” (Deut. 33:27) – always!

“when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee”

Fire is a symbol of opposition and persecution. If 
we are afraid of being overwhelmed by water, then 
perhaps we are even more fearful of being consumed 
by fire. We may be anxious that the opposition we 
are experiencing today will cause us to turn back 
from following Christ, and even bring about the end 
of the church in our land. The world calls us by foul 
and hateful names: extremists, bigots, islamophobes, 
homophobes, transphobes and the rest. Yet for our 
comfort we remember the three faithful Hebrews in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s burning fiery furnace (Dan. 3:23-
27). The fire had no power upon them! Why was that? 
Because there was another in the furnace with them; 
his form was “like the Son of God”, and it was the Son 
of God. Christ’s promise to His church is: “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5)

King Hezekiah knew difficult times during his 
reign. He sent his servants to say to Isaiah: “This day 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy”. 
But then he added: “wherefore lift up thy prayer for 
the remnant that are left” (2 Kings 19:3,4). Fathers 
and Brethren, we live in a similar day, and we too 
must lift up our prayer for the remnant. Yet as we 
do so we are not without God’s comfort. “The Lord 
of us hath mindful been, and he will bless us still” 
(Ps. 115:12, metrical version). May He remember His 
cause amongst us.

“If we are afraid of 
being overwhelmed by 
water, then perhaps 
we are even more 
fearful of being 
consumed by fire.”
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LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING AHEAD

“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having 
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive 
the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.” 
Revelation 20:1-3)

It is now almost twenty years since the Division 
which took place in the Free Church of Scotland on 
the 20th of January, 2000. It is a time for assessment, 

to look back but also to look ahead. My own ministry is 
drawing to a close after forty-three years in the active 
pastoral ministry. This summer I will have been fifty 
years a member of the Free Church. What huge changes 
have taken place in society but especially in the church 
since my boyhood in Stornoway Free Church!

First, I would like to look at some of the positives 
with regard to our own denomination. There are such. 
Then I would like to look at the negatives with regard 
to our own Church, other churches, and society in 
general. Thirdly, I would like to consider what are the 
particular problems we face. Fourthly, I wish to present 
what, in my humble opinion, is the answer. Finally, I 
wish to present some of the encouragements that the 
Lord gives us in his Word.

The Positives
1. In the year 2000 it was confidently predicted by 
our opponents that we would not survive ten years. 
They said we were such awkward, hardline and 
unreasonable men that we would soon fall out among 
ourselves. Actually, on the whole, we have got on very 
well. We have been able to disagree at times and yet to 
respect one another. Important matters of controversy 
have arisen from time to time but we have been able 
to work our way through these. At the present time 
there is remarkable harmony amongst us. “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1).

2. In January 2000 it was mostly the older, more 
mature folk who sided with us. We did not have many 
young families and children. Today we are older and 

a bit smaller but we are still there, twenty years later. 
Some have left us for other churches, a few have fallen 
by the wayside, many have departed to glory, but 
others have joined us.

3. We were left with little property yet we now have 
churches and manses for most of our congregations. 
Our property now will be worth millions of pounds. 
Our ministers have had their salaries paid to them 
every month. None has lost out by associating with us.

4. Training for the ministry is very important for 
the survival of any church. With our limited resources 
we wondered what was possible. Our first ministerial 
candidate was trained in the Reformed Presbyterian 
College in Belfast. However we now have our own 
Seminary and over the years have trained more than 
twenty men for the ministry, most serving in our own 
Church, but some serving elsewhere. Two able men 
have finished this session and there is one other man 
in training. We have only three vacant charges which 
could possibly be regarded as suitable to sustain a full-
time ministry.

5. The Free Church mission work in Peru, India and 
South Africa remained with the majority Church. Doors 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019
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of service in overseas work seemed closed. However 
the Lord brought to us new opportunities. A good 
work was begun in Zambia. A college was built and 
continues to train men for the ministry. Educational 
and charitable work there has been supported by us. 
A reformed and presbyterian mission was begun in 
Sri Lanka. Two congregations have been established 
with an indigenous pastor. Two small congregations 
in Spain and one in Southern France are supported 
by us and have their own Spanish pastor. A gifted 
young man in France is preparing for the ministry. 
Considerable opportunities have arisen in China and 
through Hudson Taylor Ministries ten of our ministers 
have been involved in training house-church leaders. 
Other doors have opened to us in Kenya and Brazil. 
We continue to support Jewish missions in the form 
of Christian Witness to Israel. Two of our number 
are helping with the outreach to Jews in London this 
summer.

6. We have a Home Mission Worker who has served 
diligently all over Scotland. Millions of tracts, leaflets 
and evangelistic magazines have been distributed. 
Thousands of folk up and down the country have been 
spoken to about their souls and challenged regarding 
their need to make their peace with God.

7. We have some 25 congregations in Scotland. A 
congregation in Northern Ireland and five congregations 
in North America have joined us. We have 43 ministers, 
20 of whom serve as pastors in Scottish congregations, 
one in Northern Ireland and six abroad. The rest are 
retired men many of whom preach most Sabbaths. We 
have a full-time lay-missionary ministering in vacant 
congregations.

8. We have a monthly magazine, the Free Church 
Witness, and a youth magazine, the Explorer, and print 
some 1000 copies of each. Many useful and edifying 
books have been written by several of our ministers in 
recent years.

9. Hundreds of thousands of downloads from the 
internet of sermons preached by our ministers are 
listened to all over the world.

10. Our Church has sought faithfully to bear witness 
to the truth and the law of God in an increasingly 
secular and immoral society.

So there is much for which to be thankful. In the 
dark days of 1999 we wondered if our ministry was 
finished. Our brethren in essence expelled us from the 
Church. On 20th January 2000, 22 ministers, those 
who had chosen to answer the libel in person, were 
suspended from the exercise of the ministry. We were 
forced to disassociate from the majority in order to 
continue our God-given ministries. But the Lord has 
blessed and prospered us. There have been difficult 
times and dark days but the Lord has brought us 

through them all. When we have been desperate we 
have cried to the Lord and He has saved us. We have 
the Great Commission: “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matt. 28:18-20). We have sought by grace to fulfil it 
and we have his continuing promise, “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world”.

Negatives
1. We have to be honest and face the realities. All is not 
as it should be. There are real problems in our own 
Church, in other churches and in our society. Let us 
consider some of these.

2. We have not grown. Some folk have joined us 
but more have left us. We are smaller. Now it is a fact 
that all the churches of our land have declined apart 
from the few that have grown by attracting members 
away from neighbouring churches. Some churches 
are popular because of a specially gifted minister or a 
huge programme of social activities. But the question 
remains, Why is God not blessing us numerically?

3. We have seen few conversions. Our adherent 
base has diminished greatly. This is true of all the 
churches. It used to be common practice for people 
to go to church whether they were Christians or not. 
Today the unconverted have little fear of God and 
spend the Sabbath watching television, on social 
media, on the internet, in sport and pleasure, or 
working.

4. Relatively speaking we do more outreach than we 
have ever done, yet little blessing seems to rest on the 
work.

“There have been 
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Society is becoming increasingly secular. Attempts 
have been made to remove all traces of our Christian 
heritage from us as a nation.

5. LGBT enthusiasts have taken over the media. 
They have been aggressively ‘evangelistic’, intimidating 
all opposition and persecuting the Lord’s people. Some 
Christians have lost their jobs because they believe in 
marriage as taught in the Bible and that sex is only 
for marriage. We hear lots about homophobia but 
nothing about christianophobia. For example, Rugby 
Australia’s chief executive Raelene Castle spoke of their 
determination to be “inclusive”, while hypocritically, at 
the same time, excluding Israel Folau because of his 
support for biblical, sexual ethics.

6. Islam is becoming more and more influential. 
Amongst the many kind, upright, loving, Muslim people 
now in our land there is a substantial minority who have 
no wish to integrate, having very different values from 
our traditional ones, and some who support terrorism. 
Any criticism of that minority, or even discussion of 
these issues, is dismissed as Islamophobia.

7. The Church of Scotland, by far the largest 
Protestant church in our land, has been almost 
totally taken over by liberalism. There are still many 
born-again Christians and some faithful evangelical 
ministers to be found amongst them. However, there 
are also practising homosexuals among its ministers. 
Biblical standards of morality are generally despised. 
The gospel of God’s redeeming grace is either denied or 
ignored in many sermons. This confusion about what a 
Christian really is, makes the work of evangelism even 
more difficult than in the past.

8. The largest evangelical church in Scotland is 
the one from which we separated. Having lost its 
conservative wing, it is changing rapidly. It has become 
much more pragmatic. It will do almost anything to 
get people across its threshold. In 2010 it changed its 
form of worship, though all its ministers and elders 
had vowed at their ordination to “assert, maintain and 
defend the purity of worship presently practised in 
this church”. Where will it end up?

9. Charismatic churches grow rapidly and then 
seem to disintegrate even more rapidly.

10. Even the Roman Catholic Church, which has the 
largest attendances on a Sunday, is struggling to hold 
onto its people. Sexual scandals have done massive 
damage to it. Sadly all churches and ministers are 
blackened.

So today the church in Scotland is in the weakest 
position it has been since the Reformation. The 
majority of the people in Scotland are practical atheists. 
While they might not deny the existence of God, they 
live as if there is no God. There is no fear of God in our 
land. I, myself, think back to my childhood sixty years 

ago when large churches were full to the front. Often 
at communion times and special services, extra seats 
had to be placed in the aisles. As a student I preached 
sometimes to over 1000. Today, I seldom preach to 
50. We have the wonderful glad tidings of great joy 
but no one wants to hear. There are more evangelical 
ministers than ever, especially in the Highlands and 
Islands, but fewer and fewer hear the gospel. Also the 
power is gone from the preaching. Unlike in the past, 
it is rare to see someone today convicted and weeping 
under the gospel. Sermons are listened to with sleepy 
indifference. Surely God has forsaken us and our land?

What is the Problem?
Why has God forsaken us? What is the problem? What 
is God saying to us? “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated 

between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear.” (Isa. 59:1,2) The 
trouble is in the church, not in the world. It is the sins 
of God’s people that has caused Him to withdraw His 
felt presence. What are these sins?

1. Self-righteousness
Self-righteousness grieves God. It is to be found among 
ourselves. Sometimes you hear even old Christians 
asking, “Why is God not blessing us? We made a stand 
for truth and righteousness. If what we did was right, 
surely we should be growing and successful.” How 
foolish! We think we deserve blessing! Everything 
we do and ever have done is tainted with sin. “It is of 
the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed” (Lam. 
3:22). “If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who shall stand?” (Ps. 130:3). “All our righteousnesses 
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are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). We deserve nothing but 
God’s wrath and judgment. The very best church and 
the very best Christian is like a filthy rag to God. Our 
only hope is the righteousness of Christ and “the blood 
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel” (Heb. 12:24). We have done nothing to merit 
God's favour and there is nothing that we can do. We, in 
the Free Church (Continuing), must come to the Lord 
as poor, unworthy beggars, pleading for his mercy.

2. Pride
Pride is a huge problem in the churches and in our own 
Church too. It is closely linked to self-righteousness. 
There are few things more obnoxious to God. Some 
years ago I heard one of our ministers say that we 
have the best preachers in our Church. We think 
of ourselves as superior to others because of our 
orthodox theology, our reformed worship and faithful 

church discipline. We think we are the most consistent 
Christians. These things are good, but we must beware 
of pride. Is there perhaps a readiness to look down 
on other churches? Sometimes we share information 
about other churches, pointing out their faults, and we 
do it smugly. We look down on them from our high and 
holy position. We made a faithful stand for the truth 
and holiness and church discipline. Our worship in 
form is superior to many other churches, but we forget 
that God sees the heart. We may be right in form but 
our hearts can be far from God. Pride is often very 
subtle. We can be critical of the pride, arrogance and 
boasting of others and be rotten with pride ourselves, 
though covering it from man.

3. First Love
The church of Ephesus was criticised for having lost its 
first love. It was a sound church, orthodox, busy and 
faithful in discipline, but Christ threatens to remove 

his candlestick out of its place. It would no longer be a 
church of Christ. This letter must really have shocked 
the Ephesians. On the surface all looked well. They 
were a well-attended sound church but something was 
seriously wrong. Is it not true that we too have lost our 
first love?

4. Lukewarmness
If anything the church in Laodicea received even more 
serious criticism than the church in Ephesus. The 
Laodiceans thought, “I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked” (Rev. 3:17). They were lukewarm. They 
had become complacent. They were satisfied with 
their achievements and thought all was well. Are we 
not like that? We are neither hot nor cold. Where is the 
passion for God? A dull, sleepy, worldly spirit has taken 
us over. We are taken up with our jobs, our families, 
our homes and making money. We are satiated with 
worldly enjoyments and have become “lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:4).

What is the Answer?
There is a great danger that we simply accept the 
situation and feel there is nothing we can do. As those 
who believe in divine sovereignty we can become 
fatalistic. We cannot convert one soul. We cannot 
sanctify ourselves. All we can do is wait, and maybe 
God in His mercy will come and bless us. Is it not all 
of grace? But whether we read the prophets of the Old 
Testament or the epistles of the New Testament, the 
message is the same. God never says do nothing. He 
lays the responsibility totally on us. He always says 
repent and return and I will bless you.

1. Humble Yourselves
God through Moses made the promise that when He 
brought his judgment on Israel, if they would return 
to the Lord that He would turn again their captivity 
and have mercy upon them and do them good (Deut. 
30:1-5). Through Hosea Israel are exhorted, “Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and 
he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us 
up. After two days will he revive us” (Hos. 6:1,2). Peter 
writes: “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time” 
(1 Pet. 5:5,6). We have been brought very low. We want 
to be exalted. So here is the answer.

2. Prayer
Hosea encourages God's people to come again in 
prayer: “O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for 
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thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, 
and turn to the Lord: say unto him, Take away all 
iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render 
the calves of our lips.” (Hos. 14:1-2) God loves to hear 
His people’s prayers. There is a wonderful promise: 
“I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: 
for mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as 
the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast 
forth his roots as Lebanon.” (Hos. 14:4,5) Jesus taught 
His disciples to pray a prayer which will certainly 
be answered: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven.” (Matt. 6:10). Paul wrote, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Christ advised 
the church in Laodicea to ask for “gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see” (Rev. 3:18).

3. Faith
When the situation seemed desperate for Israel, God 
said go ahead in faith. There were mountains on either 
side. The Egyptian army was charging down on them 
from behind and the sea was in front of them, but 
God spoke to Moses: “Wherefore criest thou unto me? 
speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward”. 
By faith they crossed the Red Sea and the Egyptians 
trying to do the same without faith were drowned. God 
said through Isaiah: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 
else.” (Isa. 45:22). This is the look of faith. Jesus said 
to His disciples: “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” (Matt. 17:20) Mighty miracles 
are achieved in response to faith. The shield of faith 
is able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one 

(Eph. 6:16). We are told of those “Who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions” (Heb. 11:33). 
By faith the impossible becomes possible.

Encouragements
There are several encouragements for us:

1. God Reigns
The Psalmist states. “The Lord reigneth; let the earth 
rejoice” (Ps. 97:1). Here is a great reason for joy, and 
the only reason. God is in control and is working out all 
things for the good of His church and His own glory. His 
kingdom shall come, His name shall be hallowed, and 
His will shall be done on earth as in heaven. “Say ye 
to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before 
him.” (Isa. 62:11) Jesus has been exalted to the highest 
throne and God “hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the church” 
(Eph. 1:22). He rules the nations for the benefit of His 
church.

2. We should have an optimistic eschatology
The little stone of Daniel 2, which represents the 
kingdom of God, smashes all the earthly empires and 
becomes a mountain which fills the whole earth. Jesus’ 
parables describe a great future for the church. The 
little mustard seed becomes a tree “so that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches thereof” (Matt. 
13:32). The leaven spreads through the whole lump 
of dough till all is leavened (Matt. 13:33). We think of 
the Jews cast off because of unbelief, but Paul argues, 
“For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of 
the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead?” (Rom. 11:15) As touching election 
the Jews are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. “For the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Rom. 
11:29). Through the mercy of the Gentiles they will 
obtain mercy. They will bring great blessing to the 
church, presumably by becoming mighty missionaries. 
This will become a life from the dead experience for 
God’s people.

3. Fascinating Promises
The Book of Revelation was written at the end of the 
first century to encourage a church suffering intense 
persecution. In Revelation 20 an angel is pictured 
laying hold of Satan, and binding him for a thousand 
years. We are told that he “cast him into the bottomless 
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season.” (Rev. 20:3) This is fascinating. 
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He is not just bound and on a long chain and so able to 
do some limited harm. He is shut up and sealed. That 
means he cannot get out. For a long period of time he 
cannot do what he has so successfully done in the past, 
deceiving the nations.

Some see this as what Christ did at Calvary. But the 
problem is that after Calvary Satan continued deceiving 
the nations. What is the great Antichrist of Rome but 
a massive deception of the devil? How can John say 
the devil is locked up when Peter writes that “your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8)? In Peter’s 
day Satan was definitely not locked up. Paul too, sees 
the devil as a continuing problem: “Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). A further difficulty with 
this interpretation is that John states that Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison at the end of the thousand 
years (Rev. 20:7). If the binding was Christ’s finished 
work of crushing Satan’s head, then a day will come 
when this work shall be undone. God forbid! Away 
with such a thought!
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John is shown that a day is coming when our 
great enemy the devil will be greatly restricted in his 
work and Christ’s reign over the nations will become 
clearer for all to see. This period would tie in with the 
Old Testament prophecies of future prosperity for 
Messiah’s kingdom, for example His dominion being 
“from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth”, and the whole earth being “filled with his 
glory” (Ps. 72:8,19). “All nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall 
glorify thy name.” (Ps. 86:9) Or in the words of Isaiah: 
“Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they 
shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring 
unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may be brought. For the nation and kingdom that will 
not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be 
utterly wasted.” (Is. 60:11,12). This will be the last great 
revival involving the conversion of the Jews to Christ, 
“the life from the dead” of which we spoke earlier. It 
will be followed by a short period when Satan will be 
loosed again and create havoc. We are encouraged to 
look forward to a great period of gospel prosperity.

Conclusion
We are called upon to humble ourselves, to confess 
our sins, to repent, to fast and to pray, to return unto 
the Lord our God and He will return unto us. God does 
not say “Seek ye me in vain” (Isa. 45:19). He loves us 
and delights in the prayers of His children. “Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” (Jas. 5:16) “If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13) 
Let the hope we have inspire us to labour expectantly 
for the Lord.
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TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY.
 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly 
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty.
We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this 
21st day of May 2019, humbly desire to express to 
Your Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s 
person and throne.

We rejoice that God has favoured Your Majesty with 
the health and strength to reign for so long over this 
nation and Commonwealth and we thank him for the 
dedication and commitment he has enabled you to 
bring to the many duties which his providence has 
placed upon you. We are conscious too of the support 
your Majesty has drawn, over your long reign, from 
members of Your immediate Family, and of the pleasure 
brought to Your Majesty by the younger members of 
the Royal Family and their children. With Your Majesty 
we rejoice at the birth of a son to the Earl and Countess 
of Dumbarton and we wish him and his parents every 
blessing.

The nation and Commonwealth have seen many 
changes since the start of your Majesty’s reign in 1952. 
The British Empire of those early post-War days has 
given place to a Commonwealth of independent nations. 
Here in the United Kingdom, parliamentary democracy 
has found expression in devolved administrations 
alongside the mother of Parliaments in Westminster. 
The technological revolution has brought about major 
changes at all levels of our society. But amidst it all has 
been the stability of the British constitution, with the 
Monarch at its centre. Over the years the Monarchy 
has come to typify that stability, and in difficult and 
uncertain times it has stood as a bulwark against the 
forces which would have threatened the unity and 
cohesion of our land.

For us in the Reformation tradition, it is important 
to recall the connection which has long existed 

between the Monarchy and the Christian religion. 
This connection was reflected in your Majesty’s 
Coronation Oath to maintain to the utmost of Your 
power in the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed 
Religion established by law. It also, we believe, found 
expression in your Majesty’s acknowledgement of 
your own personal accountability before God when 
You addressed the nation and Commonwealth at the 
end of the year 2000. With these encouragements 
we look to your Majesty as a defender, under God, of 
the civil and religious liberties we enjoy, and which 
in many cases were dearly bought. Your Majesty can 
be assured of our prayers as You seek to fulfil these 
commitments, with God’s help.

One matter which has come to characterise our 
modern society is the emphasis placed on equality in 
all areas of our national life. Assertion of this principle 
is seen by some as a basic human right to which all 
must subscribe. Sadly however the exercise of such so-
called rights can, and does, bring them into collision 
with basic Christian values. The results are all too 
plain to see; the young and other vulnerable members 
of society are encouraged to adopt lifestyles directly 
contrary to the Bible (the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments) as the Word of God, and Christians 
pursuing their lawful business are forced to choose 
between loyalty to the Bible and obedience to the law. 
Such things bring God’s judgment upon our land and 
we countenance them at our peril.

We are also mindful at this time of the state of our 
land in face of the decisions requiring to be made on 
our future relationship with the European Union. We 
pray that God will endow Your Majesty’s Government 
with the wisdom and courage necessary to deal with 
the matters before them in a manner honouring to 
Him and for the good of all our people.

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your 
Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the 
Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) in General Assembly convened.
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The 2019 General Assembly took place once again in Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, commencing at 6.00pm on Monday 
20th May and ending on Wednesday 22nd May. This report covers the main matters which were taken up.

conference facilities for Committee meetings. This had 
enabled representatives from the Presbytery of the 
United States of America to join some of the Standing 
Committees of the Church.

The report also paid tribute to the late Mrs Janet 
Mackenzie, Glasgow, who had served the Church as 
Assembly Office Manager for eighteen years. She had 
rendered sterling service, bringing a lovely blend of 
discretion and efficiency, and the Assembly commended 
her husband, Ewan, to the Father of mercies and the 
God of all comfort. During the evening reference was 
also made to Rev. Richard Ross (Portree), who had 
undergone major surgery earlier that day. Prayer was 
offered for the Ross family and the Portree congregation.

The singing at the General Assembly is always 
uplifting, and this year was no exception as we were 
ably led by the two precentors who were appointed by 
the Assembly, Mr Colin Crichton and Mr Alex Watt.

Moderator’s Reception
Business having been speedily concluded, most of those 
present made the short journey across the road to the 
church hall for the more informal part of the evening. 
After food had been served the Moderator asked three 
of our younger men to speak. Mr Alastair Manderson, 

The Moderator’s Reception

DAY 1 (Monday)

The General Assembly began with Rev. David M. 
Blunt, the retiring Moderator, calling the Fathers 
and Brethren to worship and preaching a helpful 

and appropriate sermon on Isaiah 43:1-2 [the sermon 
is found on page 11]. Mr Blunt then engaged in prayer, 
during which the Assembly was formally constituted 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the sole King and 
only Head of His church.

Election of Moderator
Mr Blunt’s term of office having come to an end, the 
Assembly proceeded to elect a new Moderator. Rev. 
David Fraser moved the name of Rev. William Macleod 
(Knightswood), making mention of his many years of 
faithful service to the cause of Christ. The Assembly gave 
happy acclamation to the nomination and Mr Macleod 
was welcomed to the Chair by the retiring Moderator.

Assembly Arrangements Committee
In addition to a few brief items of administration, the 
Assembly also took up consideration of the Assembly 
Arrangements & Nominations Committee (A) Report. 
Alongside the more routine matters, this report also 
highlighted the increasing use of internet and video-
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an elder in the Knightswood congregation, spoke of 
Mr Macleod as a faithful preacher and a warm-hearted 
pastor. Mr Macleod teaches Systematic Theology at the 
Free Church Seminary and the second speaker was one 
of the final year students, Mr Tom Budgen. A former 
member of the Knightswood congregation, Mr Budgen 
also made mention of the blessings he had received 
from Mr Macleod’s ministry. The final speaker was the 
Moderator’s son, Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod. Drawing on 
various memories he gave us a good portrait of the 
Moderator, both in his public role and in family life. 
The evening concluded with worship.

DAY 2 (Tuesday)
Moderator’s Address
Tuesday morning began with worship followed by the 
Moderator’s Address, in which Mr Macleod surveyed 
the last twenty years in church and state [see page 15]. 
Amidst the discouragements and problems of our day, 
Mr Macleod highlighted some encouragements and the 
direction which the Word of God gives us for the future.

Loyal & Dutiful Address
One of the first items of business was for the Assembly 
to be upstanding as the Loyal & Dutiful Address, which 
will be forwarded to Her Majesty the Queen, was read 
and adopted [see page 15].

Ecumenical Relations Committee
The Report of the Ecumenical Relations Committee 
was given in by the Convener, Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 
(Knock & Point). This Committee is responsible for 
maintaining relationships between our denomination 
and like-minded churches and organisations around 
the world. Some of these other bodies had sent 
letters of greetings to the Assembly and the Assembly 
responded in similar terms.

Besides the familiar aspects of this report there was 
one unusual feature: an approach from the Presbyterian 
Church of Eastern Australia (PCEA) asking for a re-
affirmation of federal relations, whereby ministers 
are eligible for calls to congregations of either church. 
Close links had been in operation since the 1950’s 
but had fallen into abeyance following the division of 
2000. The Committee reminded the Assembly that 
we had never rescinded this relationship and were 
recommending that the Church, following a positive 
approach from the PCEA, re-affirm the federal bond.

The Principal Clerk, Rev. John MacLeod, reported 
on his recent visit to the Synod of the PCEA. He had 
received a very warm welcome and he urged the 
Assembly to respond in the same spirit to the approach 
from the PCEA. The Assembly agreed with Mr MacLeod 
and re-affirmed the federal relationship.

Rev. James Clark (Inverness) asked if it was time 
for the Committee to consider withdrawing from the 
ecumenical organisation Affinity, and establishing 
an organisation on the same lines as the original 
British Evangelical Council (as Affinity was previously 
known). The Convener replied that the doctrinal basis 
of Affinity had not changed from that of the original 
BEC. Our denominational representative on Affinity, 
Rev. Timothy McGlynn (Aberdeen), spoke in favour of 
our continued involvement.

Dr. James Wanliss (Greenville, USA) spoke of 
encouraging contacts with like-minded brethren in 
different parts of North America.

Delegates
Dr Falko Drijfhout of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in England & Wales brought greetings from his 
denomination. Rev. John Nelson, a familiar face in the 
Assembly, also brought warm greetings, this time from 
much further afield – from the Australian Free Church.

Finance & Sustentation Committee
Rev. James Gracie (Edinburgh) presented this report. 
The General Assembly had asked the relevant 
committees to re-consider funding arrangements 
for Candidates for the Ministry. The Committee were 
recommending a change from a loan to a grant, and 
in conjunction with the Training of the Ministry 
Committee these proposals will soon come forward 
in a final, mature form. The Committee had also 
considered an associated issue: whether there was any 
way to remove the burden of repayment of the student 
loans which had been awarded over the years. It was 
noted that there could be tax implications should 
they be simply written off. The Committee were 
recommending that the repayment threshold from 
the current level set by the Student Loans Company 
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be changed to the level of the Equal Dividend as from 
March 2019. This would mean that former students 
would no longer be required to repay the loan they had 
received.

Proposals were brought forward to alter the 
Death-in-Service scheme. The Committee were 
recommending that the Church move from provision 
by outside agencies and that instead a set amount 
would be set aside which would be available in the 
unhappy event of it being called upon.

As usual the Report made reference to those 
congregations currently under Special Arrangements. 
The Assembly also agreed that the congregations of 
Ballyclare & Doagh, Brora, and Kilmuir & Stenscholl 
be placed on Special Arrangements, in each case for a 
period of five years. The Convener also drew attention 
to the new guidelines for the Resident Lay Agent who 
has assisted in some of these congregations during the 
past year.

The Committee were recommending that the 
congregation of Ayr be granted Special Arrangements 
upon certain conditions and for a period of two years. 
During the questions and debate the Interim Moderator 
of Ayr, Rev. Andrew R. Allan (Partick) argued that 
two years was simply far too short a period to allow 
the congregation to plan and progress. He moved an 
amendment that would increase the period given to 
Ayr to five years. With the permission of the Assembly 
the Committee accepted this amendment.

Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, addressed the 
Assembly and took us quickly and efficiently through 
the main points of interest. He highlighted an increase 
in total income for 2018, but cautioned that this was 
largely due to a legacy received by the Edinburgh 
congregation which had allowed them to repay the 
remaining debt on their manse mortgage. Once again 
we were reminded by Mr Mackay of the importance of 
Gift Aid, which currently brings in the equivalent of five 

stipends. The Assembly expressed their thanks to Mr 
Mackay for his diligence on our behalf.

During the debate Rev. Graeme Craig (Stornoway) 
highlighted the need for progress and clarity on 
ministerial pension provision and suggested that 
there might be those who could provide advice. He 
further suggested that the Committee establish a 
working party on pensions who could give this greater 
attention.

General Trustees
This report was presented by the Chairman, Mr Maurice 
Grant (Edinburgh). The greater part of the report 
concerned the possibility of individual congregations 
applying for charitable status. The General Trustees 
had provided guidance for Deacons’ Courts who were 
considering moving in this direction. They had also 
been involved in the first such application, that of 
Partick, Glasgow, who had successfully applied to the 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator for individual 
registration. The Chairman indicated that alongside 
any help the Trustees might be able to offer, Deacons’ 
Courts might also seek advice from the Partick 
Deacons’ Court, and in particular Mr John Gillies, who 
was also the Clerk to the General Trustees.

Free Church Seminary
This Assembly marked an important milestone in 
the life of the Free Church Seminary. Rev. John W. 
Keddie (retired), Lecturer in Church History & Church 
Principles since 2008 and since 2014 also Principal 
of the Seminary, was retiring from both these roles. 
The Assembly proceeded to appoint Mr Keddie’s 
successors. The Rev. Trevor Kirkland (Ballyclare & 
Doagh) was appointed as the new Lecturer in Church 
History & Church Principles and Rev. Graeme Craig 
(Stornoway) was appointed as the new Principal of 
the Seminary. Both men were committed to the Lord in 
prayer as they take up their new responsibilities.

Rev. Graeme Craig & Rev. Trevor Kirkland

Rev. James I. Gracie



Free Church Witness 25

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019 / GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT

Petition
A Petition was received from the Northern Presbytery 
seeking the appointment of General Assessors. The 
Assembly received the petition and appointed Rev. 
John Morrison (retired) and Rev. John W. Keddie.

Psalmody Committee
The Special Committee on Psalmody reported a 
continued demand for the staff version of The Scottish 
Psalmody and the need for a future reprint. Twenty 
six individuals took part in the 2019 Psalmody 
Test, an increase on the previous year. However the 
Convener, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), expressed 
disappointment that so few congregations took part 
and urged Commissioners to raise the profile of the 
work of the Committee in their congregations.

Dr James Wanliss (Greenville, USA) spoke of the 
enthusiasm for psalm-singing amongst our North 
American congregations. Rev. David S. Fraser (retired) 
encouraged the Committee to produce further CD’s 
with the remaining tunes in the Psalmody, wondering 
why some tunes had been chosen for the CD project 
whilst others had not been used. Replying to the 
debate the Convener explained some of the principles 
involved in the choice of tunes and the effort to have a 
wide range in those chosen.

Publications Committee
Mr John N. Gillies (Partick) is Convener of the 
Publications Committee and presented their report. 
This Committee has a wide range of responsibilities, 
including the Church magazines and website. The 
Committee are currently producing very few new 
publications, waiting until some of the current stock 
has been sold. In an attempt to increase the circulation 
of the Witness and Explorer magazines, copies had 
been made available to several new outlets, but in an 
age where reading is declining the results were mixed. 
The Committee were investigating the possibility 
of producing digital editions of the magazines and 
specifically targeting young people, with the possibility 
of making them available in this medium free of charge. 
Mr Derek MacLean records the Church magazines 
for the visually impaired and Mr Murdo Campbell 
distributes the recordings: both were thanked by the 
Assembly. Mr and Mrs McQueer play a crucial role in 
the administration and distribution of the magazines, 
and they were warmly commended for their faithful 
and time-consuming work.

The report highlighted the possibility of producing 
a new edition of the Annals of the Free Church of 
Scotland in collaboration with the Free Church 
(residual). Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) and Mr 
Maurice Grant are working on this project.

The Convener drew the attention of the Assembly 
to the various social media platforms operated by 
the Church. The Committee were seeking approval in 
principle for the appointment of a ‘Digital Editor’ who 
would deal with this aspect of the Church’s witness, 
and this was granted by the Assembly.

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Kiltearn) spoke of the 
lower numbers attending the Spring Conference and 
suggested that greater advertising might help increase 
interest. Rev David Fraser commended this year’s 
conference at which Mr Nigel Kenny from the Christian 
Institute had been the speaker. Mr Fraser also spoke of 
the need to make our publications suitable for a wide 
range of readership.

Rev. John Keddie commended the latest issue of 
the Free Church Seminary Journal. He also referred 
to a new book Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church 
of Scotland which he had authored with Mr Maurice 
Grant.

Dr James Wanliss spoke of the publishing work of 
the Presbytery of the USA. The Presbytery produce 
a magazine called The Master’s Trumpet and have 
also established a publishing work under the title of 
Grange Press.

Mr John N. Gillies

Dr James Wanliss
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Rev. John MacLeod made some comments on the 
Church website and on the importance of a user-friendly 
site where important information was readily available.

Rev. Graeme Craig (Stornoway) suggested that 
a regular mission slot in the magazine would be 
appreciated by the readership.

In replying to the debate, Mr Gillies assured the 
speakers that the various points raised would be duly 
considered by the Committee over the coming months. 
He also paid tribute to Rev. Raymond Kemp (Scalpay) 
who was standing down from the role of Clerk to the 
Committee after several years.

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
Tuesday evening has long been associated with 
the young people of the Church and this year was 
no exception. In the absence of Mr Ross, the Vice-
convener, Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, presented the 
Report. Reference was made to the revised regulations 
for the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize, which is 
awarded for Scripture memorisation. There are now 
five sections aimed at ages ranging from 4-16 years. 
It is hoped that this revision will increase the number 
of participants in the scheme. The Committee were 
glad to report that more children had taken part in the 
recent test.

Less encouraging is the All-Age Holiday. The 
Committee, despite advertising for a new Organiser, 
had to report that no-one had come forward and the 
Committee had no choice but to put the Holiday in 
abeyance.

This report attracted a number of contributions 
from the floor of the Assembly. Rev. Greg MacDonald 
(Cross) gave a report on the 2018 Youth Camp where, 
once more, they had enjoyed their time together. He 
also spoke on the topic of Christian education and 
brought the welcome news that it is hoped to open 
a Christian school in Inverness in the autumn. Rev. 
David Fraser spoke of the small beginnings of Sunrise 
Christian School in Glasgow which had now outgrown 
its original premises.

Rev. Raymond Kemp made a renewed plea for the 
Committee to seek avenues by which they might be 
able to offer practical help for Christian parents. He also 
encouraged the Committee to look at the possibility 
of reviving the Youth Weekend Conference. When 
the Vice-convener replied at the end of the debate he 
spoke of some of the ways in which they sought to help 
parents. Limited financial support is given to parents 
and a list of suitable home-schooling materials is being 
made available on the denominational website. On the 
matter of a youth conference, Mr Macleod reminded 
the Assembly that the Youth Weekend Conferences 
which had been held in the past had not been organised 

by the Committee but by the Youth Fellowships in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Youth Awards
The winners of the Sabbath School Examinations were 
welcomed to the Assembly and were congratulated 
by the Moderator. Matthew Keddie, Shettleston, 
received the Bible Class Grade award. He and the 
Moderator share an interest in gardening! Matthew 
is due our special congratulations as he has now won 
the Sabbath School award on a number of occasions. 
John Macdonald from Stornoway was presented with 
the Sabbath School Grade 2 award. Like the Moderator, 
John likes fishing and the Moderator suggested that, 
along with other family members, they go fishing 
together! He also reminded our young friends of the 
need to be caught in the Gospel net.

Delegates
On Tuesday evening the Assembly had four visiting 
delegates who were invited to address the Assembly. 
Rev. Peter Roosendaal brought words of encouragement 
and the greetings of his denomination, the Christelijke 
Gereformeerde Kerken (the Netherlands). Rev. Mark 
Kelderman represented the Heritage Reformed 
Churches (USA and Canada), and in addition to 
bringing their greetings he also gave a special address 
commemorating the four hundredth anniversary of the 
Synod of Dort. Rev. Craig Dennison has recently been 
appointed as a Deputation Speaker for the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, and he gave an update on the work of 
the Society. Rev. Iain Wright represented the Orthodox 

John MacDonald, Stornoway (left) and 
Matthew Keddie, Shettleston (right)
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Presbyterian Church (USA) and conveyed their warm 
greetings to the Assembly.

DAY 3 (Wednesday)
It has long been a feature of the Assembly that the first 
hour on Wednesday morning is given over to worship, 
and the Moderator called upon a number of men to 
lead in prayer.

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Convener of the Committee, Rev. Greg MacDonald 
(Cross), presented the report which proved wide-
ranging and informative. The Committee had made 
representation on the Children (Equal Protection 
from Assault (Scotland) Bill, more commonly known 
as the ‘smacking ban’. This iniquitous proposal 
would make any physical punishment of a child by 
a parent or guardian a criminal offence. A meeting 
of the Scottish Parliament’s Equalities and Human 
Rights Committee had recently been held in Portree. 
Rev. Richard Ross and Rev. A. James MacInnes 
(Lochalsh & Strath) had been able to attend and make 
contributions. Sadly, despite numerous responses 
citing grave concern about the proposals, the 
Committee appear determined to press on with the 
legislation. The Committee had also corresponded 
with the relevant authorities on proposals to abolish 
Scotland’s blasphemy law.

A recent review of legislation relating to so-called 
‘hate crime’ had led to a consultation process. The 
Convener had an opportunity to attend one such 
meeting in Stornoway and the Committee now await 
any further proposals which might be forthcoming 
from the Scottish government. The Committee have 
also continued to monitor the proposed Named Person 
legislation which, at present, is not being pursued with 
the same vigour as previously.

The issue of anti-semitism in the UK, and the issue 
of the duty of the State to recognise and submit to 
the rule of Christ as King of nations, had also been 
considered over the past year, and these and other 
issues would be continued over the coming year.

Mr Lindsay MacCallum had, along with Rev. Trevor 
Kirkland and other brethren, done a considerable 
amount of work on the United Kingdom’s relations 
with the Vatican. The fruit of their labours, in the form 
of a substantial document, is currently being reviewed 
by the Committee. During the debate Mr MacCallum 
spoke on this topic and shared some of the concerns 
highlighted in the document.

Following on from a question addressed to the 
Committee at the 2018 General Assembly, the Committee 
had considered matters relating to the subject of mental 
health, as it has relevance for the Church. Mr Donald A. 
Robertson (Lochalsh & Strath) spoke to this section of 
the report. Drawing from his professional experience, 
he emphasised the importance of having a caring and 
welcoming spirit in our congregations.

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald (retired) spoke of the 
greatly increased pressures on employees to work on 
the Lord’s Day. He asked the Committee to consider 
how they might be able to provide guidance in an 
increasingly difficult area.

Rev. Maurice J. Roberts (retired) raised the issue 
of the proliferation of marches by groups promoting 
homosexual and transgender lifestyles and expressed 
his concern at these developments.

Rev David Fraser (retired) urged Commissioners to 
be active and vigilant in the face of the many assaults 
on our biblical heritage. Inaction, he said, was not an 
option.

Legal Advice & Property Committee
Rev. Iain Smith (Harris) presented this Report. It 
contained an update on the frozen funds held in the 

Rev. Greg MacDonald

Rev. Craig Dennison, Trinitarian Bible Society
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name of the Kiltearn congregation. The Committee 
were also continuing to pursue the possibility of gaining 
Prescribed Body Status for authorisation to perform 
marriages. If this were granted it would remove the need 
for the current three-yearly application for renewal. 
There are major changes in the field of data protection 
and the Committee expect to bring a comprehensive 
report on this to the General Assembly of 2020. On a 
happy note, the Committee were delighted to inform the 
Assembly that full title to the Struan church had been 
awarded to the Bracadale & Duirinish congregation, 
and that the title was in the process of being registered 
with the relevant statutory bodies.

Delegates
On Wednesday there were a number of delegates 
presented to the Moderator and invited to address the 
Assembly. Mr Matthew Evans brought the greetings 
of the Affinity organisation and Mr Allan McCulloch 
spoke on behalf of the Scottish Reformation Society. 
Rev. Gareth Burke, a familiar face in our midst, brought 
fraternal greetings from the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland. The Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland was represented on this occasion by Rev. 
Professor Andrew Kerr, whilst their sister church, 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland, had 
appointed Rev. Peter Loughridge, minister of their 
North Edinburgh church plant, as a visiting delegate. 
Later in the day the Moderator welcomed Rev. John W. 
Ross from the Associated Presbyterian Churches.

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Rev. Andrew Allan, Convener of the Committee, 
presented their Report. Mr Allan reminded the 
Assembly of the vital need for the Lord to raise up 
labourers who would engage in the work of the Gospel 
at home and abroad. The harvest is great, but the 
labourers are, sadly, very few.

Two students for the ministry, Mr Thomas 
Buchanan from the Ballyclare & Doagh congregation 
and Mr Tom Budgen from the Stornoway congregation, 
are coming to the end of their theological training and 
will shortly, God willing, be proceeding to licence. Mr 
Tyler Ray from the USA began his four-year course last 
September.

Alongside the Finance & Sustentation Committee, 
the Training of the Ministry Committee had 
investigated student funding and hope to bring the 
plans to a mature conclusion very soon.

The General Assembly of 2018 had received the first 
part of the report concerning the Quinquennial Visitation 
of the Seminary and the Committee now brought 
forward the second part of this report. The report was 
adopted by the Assembly and the Committee were 

encouraged to give due consideration to implementing 
the proposals which had arisen from this exercise.

Presentation
At this Assembly Rev. John Keddie retired from his 
dual roles in the Seminary. He received the warm 
thanks of the Assembly for his faithful service and 
was presented with a token of the Church’s gratitude 
by the Moderator. In thanking the Church for their 
gift, Mr Keddie spoke of the great privilege of being 
involved in this area of the Church’s work and his 
thankfulness for having been given the health and 
strength from the Lord to fulfil his duties. It is the 
prayer of the Church that Mr Keddie will enjoy a long 
and happy retirement and will now have more time to 
take up his prodigious pen and provide us with more 
good reading material!

Home & Foreign Missions Committee
Rev. Henry J. T. Woods (Beauly) presented this Report. 
He gave a brief overview of the work, ranging from 
the Home Mission Worker to Spain and China. Other 
speakers would address these and other areas of labour 
in detail later. Having visited Sri Lanka on a number of 
occasions, Mr Woods was able to give us a good picture 
of the work there. He mentioned the designated fund 
which it is hoped will eventually allow Rev. Partheepan 
to own a car. There is still a shortfall of about £10,000 in 
the car fund, but there has been less focus on this aspect 
of the work during the past year due to the pressing need 
to raise funds for the new church building at Vavuniya. A 
legacy for mission work had proved a great blessing as 
far as the building work was concerned.

In seconding the report the Vice-convener, Mr Peter 
Thurlow (Edinburgh) focused on the importance of 
Jewish mission.

Rev. David Fraser had some questions for the 
Committee regarding Zambia. The Convener assured 
him that we continued to support the excellent work 
being done amongst the children by Miss Marjanne 
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Hendriksen. As far as Covenant College was concerned, 
we continued to have a Trustee on the Board but contact 
had been minimal. Some Commissioners supported 
the possibility of a further visit by our Trustee, and 
the Committee agreed to give the proposal further 
consideration. Whilst the Committee were no longer 
providing financial support for Covenant College and 
were, in fact, recommending that monetary gifts be 
directed to the work in Sri Lanka, there was nothing 
to prohibit private individuals or groups from sending 
any money previously earmarked for Zambia to the 
work of their choice.

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald had visited the 
congregation at Smith’s Falls twice and he highlighted 
the needs of that isolated group. He encouraged the 
Committee to endeavour to send a deputy to visit 
the people there. Rev. Greg MacDonald followed this 
up with the suggestion that it might be appropriate 
to investigate the possibility of placing Smith’s Falls 
under Special Arrangements in a similar way to smaller 
congregations in the home Church.

Missionary Delegates
Missions night is often one of the highlights of the 
Assembly and this year there were a number of 
speakers who brought reports of missionary activity 
in different parts of the world.

The first speaker was Hugues Pierre from Pau in 
France. Mr Pierre is an elder alongside Rev. Jorge Ruiz 
Ortiz, our missionary minister in Spain. Speaking 
through an interpreter (Rev. Bill Scott, retired) he gave 
the Assembly a brief history of the Reformed cause in 
France where early reformation progress had been 
crushed. However, there was now a small, but faithful, 
body of people bearing witness to the great truths of 
God’s Word. Mr Pierre also spoke of the work in Spain 
and of recent encouragements there as some new folk 
had begun to attend the services.

Rev. Richard Gibson brought the greetings of 
Christian Witness to Israel and their Chief Executive, 
Joseph Steinberg, currently on deputation work in 
Australia. The society is now in its 175th year and 
is grateful for our Church’s prayerful interest and 
practical support over many years. He shared with 
the Assembly that one of the greatest challenges faced 
in Jewish mission was not Jewish resistance but the 
failure of the church in general to take seriously the 
need for Jewish mission. Mr Gibson encouraged the 
church to pray to the Lord to raise up more labourers 
to work in this particular area of Gospel work.

Rev. James MacInnes had paid a visit to Sri Lanka 
in February and was able to share his experiences 
with the Assembly. Whilst in Sri Lanka he was able to 
share in the ceremony at which the foundation stone 

for the new building in Vavuniya was laid. This was 
a visible reminder of that great truth that the Lord 
is building His church. Mr MacInnes referred to the 
recent attacks on various churches in Sri Lanka. Rev. 
Partheepan had introduced new safety precautions 
and there was a general feeling of fear in the Vavuniya 
area, but we can be thankful that, to date, no-one from 
our congregations has been directly caught up in any 
of the happenings.

Rev. Andrew Allan spoke on behalf of Hudson 
Taylor Ministries. He shared some of the opportunities 
and challenges in the work in China and encouraged 
prayer for that great nation and its often persecuted 
Christian community.

Deceased Minsters & Elders
The Report of the Committee to prepare a Minute 
on Deceased Ministers and Elders was given in, 
during which the Commissioners were upstanding. It 
recorded that the following had passed away since the 
2018 General Assembly:

Elders: Mr James Macleod (Scalpay); Mr Alexander 
Morrison (formerly of Edinburgh St Columba’s).

Vote of Thanks & Close
Rev. Calum Smith (Bracadale & Duirinish) moved a 
vote of thanks to all who had assisted in the smooth 
running of the Assembly. The Assembly then appointed 
the Commission of Assembly to meet in October and 
March, if required, and agreed to meet again in General 
Assembly on Monday 18th May 2020, God willing. Once 
the Minutes of this final Session had been approved we 
moved to our final item of praise. With the singing of 
Psalm 122 and the apostolic benediction, the General 
Assembly of 2019 was brought to a close. We are 
thankful for an Assembly marked by warmth and unity 
and look to the great Lord of the harvest to follow with 
His blessing all that was done.
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Opening of Ayr Place of Worship (Rev. Andrew R. 
Allan)

Saturday 18th May marked a new chapter in the 
history of the Ayr congregation when a ceremony 
and service was held to mark the official opening 

of their new place of worship. It was a source of 
encouragement to see many visitors and people who 
were formerly associated with the congregation.

Since 2014 the congregation has been renting the 
property at 7 Lindsay Street, Ayr, from South Ayrshire 
Council. In March however the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) bought the premises, known locally as 
the Bethel Mission Hall, for the exclusive use of the Ayr 
congregation.

The afternoon began with around sixty adults and 
children gathered outside the property to sing Psalm 
122 led by the Ayr precentor Mr Stuart Mackay. Ayr’s 
Interim Moderator, Rev. Andrew R. Allan (Partick) led in 
prayer, and then Rev. William Macleod (Knightswood), 

CHURCH NEWS

the Moderator-Designate, was invited to cut a ribbon 
to officially open the church.

Once inside Mr Macleod conducted public worship 
and preached an appropriate sermon from Judges 7.  
Following the benediction, the congregation remained 
and enjoyed refreshments provided by the Ayr ladies 
and a time of fellowship.

Mr Macleod cut a cake prepared specially for the 
occasion. Afterwards Mr Allan gave a vote of thanks 
and gifts were presented to Mr Macleod and Mr Allan 
by Mrs Liz Mackay, wife of Stuart, and Rev. Dr Jim 
Millar, Ayr elder and Session Clerk, respectively.

Following the singing of Psalm 133, Mr Allan closed 
the afternoon’s proceedings with prayer.

Seminary Closing and Graduation (Contributed)

The closing service of the Seminary attracted an 
excellent attendance of around eighty people 
at the Westhill Church on Friday 7th June. The 

service this year included the graduation of the two 
students, Thomas Buchanan and Thomas Budgen. 
The retiring Principal and lecturer in Church History 
& Church Principles, Rev. John Keddie, conducted 
the service and gave a lecture on ‘John Davidson and 
the General Assembly of 1596’. Mr Keddie presented 
College Diplomas (with distinction) to both the 
finishing students and addressed them appropriately.

At present the Seminary is responsible for one 
student, Tyler Ray, who is resident in the United States 
and is undertaking a four-year course at distance. 
There are also two private students, also studying from 
distance. Though no new students are due to start in 
the forthcoming Session, there are some students who 
are undertaking the new ‘Certificate in Theological 
Studies’, an introductory course with two modules 
in each discipline over two years taken by distance 
learning.
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The new lecturer in Church History & Church 
Principles, Rev. Trevor Kirkland, was present and 
was introduced to the gathering. The new Principal, 
Rev. Graeme Craig, was not able to be present. These 
men will take on their respective roles when the 
new Session starts in September. During the meeting 
prayer was encouraged to the Lord that He might raise 
up men for the ministry of the Word in our Church.

2019 Seminary Journal (Rev. John W. Keddie)

T he fifth annual Journal of the Seminary of the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is now 
available. The lecturers have produced articles 

on a variety of topics relating to biblical theology, 
practical theology and church history. The contents 
are as follows:

• The Synod of Dort Remembered / Rev. John Keddie
• The Old Covenant and the New / Rev. William   

         Macleod
• Right Act and Right Action / Rev. Harry Woods
• The Lord Jesus as a Preacher / Rev. James Clark
• The Burnt Offering / Rev. James Gracie

CHURCH NEWS

Printed by 
Lulu, the Journal 
is available on the 
Lulu website (www.
lulu.com), and on 
Amazon, etc. (ISBN: 
978-0-244-78057-9). 
It is also available as 
an eBook (ISBN: 978-
0-244-48283-1). The 
paperback volume 
of 80 pages will cost 
£5.00 (plus postage) 
from internet 
websites, or from the 
Editor:

Rev. John W. 
Keddie, 19 Newton Park, Kirkhill, Inverness-shire, IV5 
7QB (Tel.: 01463 831896)

Christian Crisis in North India  
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

India’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) not only out-campaigned its rivals to win the 
election in a landslide, but also ran a sophisticated 

and subversive campaign of mass manipulation 
through social media. Analysing data, the BJP covertly 
(not using its own name) ‘microtargeted’ individuals 
and groups with custom messages delivered primarily 
through Facebook and WhatsApp. This strategy 
created a customised enemy for every group, then 
posited the BJP as the solution. Thus, to secure the 
political conversions required to win, the BJP divided 
communities and fuelled communal tensions. The 
result is escalating polarisation and persecution. This 
includes extreme violence and crippling boycotts, with 
Christians being denied access to life’s necessities 
such as food, water, work and housing. The situation 
is extremely serious. Please pray for India and its 
Christians.

Quote

“Iam born for God only. Christ is nearer to me than 
father, or mother, or sister – a nearer relation 
– a more affectionate friend: and I rejoice to 

follow him and to love him. Blessed Jesus! Thou art all I 
want – a forerunner to me in all I ever shall go through, 
as a Christian – Minister – or Missionary.”
Henry Martyn
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Mr Thomas & Mrs Eileen Budgen (left) and
Mr Thomas & Mrs Louise Buchanan (right)

The lecturers and students 
at the Seminary
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Partick is a district of Glasgow to the west of the 
city centre, historically heavily populated by 
Highlanders, though nowadays a visitor walking 

down Dumbarton Road is more likely to hear Polish 
spoken than Gaelic. The Partick congregation meets at 
2-4 Thornwood Terrace (G11 7QZ) every Sabbath at 
11.00am and 6.30pm.

History
A church was planted in Partick in 1834 as part of Thomas 
Chalmers’ great drive for Church Extension, when 
Partick was still a small village outside the city. At the 
Disruption a Free Church was immediately established. 
The testimony of the congregation has continued ever 
since. The minister of the congregation in 2000, Rev. 
Iain Smith, supported the stand of the Free Church 
(Continuing), as did the majority of the congregation.

Church Building
Located on Thornwood Terrace, just off the main 
thoroughfare of Dumbarton Road, the church is an 
attractive light sandstone building in the middle of a 
residential area. Having been rented from its previous 
owners, the United Free Church, the premises were 
finally purchased by the Free Church (Continuing) in 
2018. Recent renovations have helped to refresh the 
interior of the building.

Minister
The present 
minister, Rev. 
Andrew Allan, was 
inducted in 2014. 
A native of Ross-
shire who entered 
the ministry late in 
life after a career as 
a photographer, he 
previously pastored 
the congregation of 

Poolewe & Aultbea. He and his wife Debbie have five 
grown-up children and six grandchildren, all based in 
the north. He serves alongside two elders, John Gillies 
and Norman Smith, both of whom are from the Isle of 
Lewis, though they have lived and worked in the city 
for many years.

Congregation
The difficult years after the Division of 2000 led to a dip 
in the numbers in the congregation. The last couple of 
years, however, have seen encouragements, including 
several new people entering into membership. The 
congregation maintains two Sabbath services of 
worship, a weekly prayer meeting on a Wednesday 
night, and organises a Saturday night prayer meeting 
and after-church fellowships in coordination with 
other FC(C) congregations in Glasgow. They also meet 
approximately once a quarter for a soup and sandwich 
lunch after morning worship. This has proved to be 
popular with the members and adherents.

Outreach
The congregation engages in regular outreach on 
Byres Road, Dumbarton Road, Buchanan Street and at 
Partick station, where the large volume of pedestrians 
allows for good opportunities for open-air preaching 
and evangelistic conversation. Seven different tracts 
have been produced for distribution, featuring a gospel 
message along with congregational details.

Please Pray:
• For more people to come and attend our church. 

The Lord has given us spacious buildings and we 
trust He will now give us people.

• As with almost all of our congregations most of our 
people are elderly. Pray that the Lord may send us 
younger people with families.

• Currently we do not have a Sabbath School. Pray 
that more children would come, to necessitate the 
resumption of the Sabbath School.

• Pray that the minister, office-bearers, members and 
adherents would remain faithful in this evil day.

AROUND THE CHURCH

PARTICK
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MISSIONS

OPENING OF NEW 
BUILDING IN VAVUNIYA
REV. ROBERT D. MCCURLEY

The Church stands as the central institution 
in history. It alone remains permanent 
amid the crumbling kingdoms of this world. 

Christ promised that the gates of Hell would not 
prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). The Church exists 
preeminently for the magnifying of the divine majesty 
in the public worship of the Triune God. To that end, 
the Lord provides a place for his people to assemble.

The opening of the new building in Vavuniya, Sri 
Lanka took place on Monday, June 10, 2019. Over 130 
people gathered for this special occasion, which far 
exceeded the number anticipated. An array of visitors 
came from the local community, as well as those from 
the work in Mullaitheevu and other friends from as far 
away as Jaffna (2.5 hours drive).

The evening began with greetings and a ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting by Rev. Robert McCurley (Greenville). 
Immediately following, the crowd gathered inside the 
new building for the public worship of God. Mr Beniel 
Jeyolashington led the congregation in the singing of 
Psalms, prayer and the reading of Scripture, all in the 
Tamil tongue. Rev. McCurley preached the sermon 
from Colossians 1, and Mr Peter Gnanaranjan served 
as translator. The service was concluded with the 
pronouncement of the divine blessing.

On behalf of the Vavuniya congregation, Mr 
Piratheepan, home mission worker in Mullaitheevu. 
expressed thanks for a long list of people who helped 
in various aspects of the building project over the last 
many months. Following the service, the ladies served 
refreshments and many stayed for a time of extended 
fellowship.

The sacrificial giving of God’s people and many 
months of arduous labour have culminated in a 
meeting house that surpassed the expectations of 
many. It is spacious, well-designed and very attractive. 
Rev. Partheepan devoted a tremendous amount of skill 
and energy to this project, with the hope and prayer 
that God would use the building for his own glory in 
the years ahead.

The congregation serves as a beacon in a sea of 
darkness. Idolatry, superstition and false religion 
engulf the nation of Sri Lanka, while false doctrine 
and corruption cripple the limited testimony of 
Christianity. But the Lord has raised a torch in 
Vavuniya where the whole counsel of God and the 
glory of the Redeemer is being proclaimed. Let us 
continue to pray for the Lord’s richest blessing on this 
gospel testimony. May God gather glory to himself 
through the advance of the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Sri Lanka.
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TRANSGENDER OPPRESSION

Dangerous ideology supported

Avicar in the Diocese of Chelmsford has resigned 
because of “concerns over the Church of England 
embracing unbiblical approaches to matters of 

sexuality and gender”. Rev. John Parker had expressed 
his disquiet to the Bishops in recent years, but things 
came to a head in March when the diocese gave its 
unequivocal support to the ‘gender transition’ of an 
eight-year-old pupil in a Church of England primary 
school of which Mr Parker was a governor. He says that 
the diocese refused to engage with the parents of the 
other children, encouraged a culture of secrecy and 
disregarded the implications for the school’s Christian 
ethos.

The transgender movement now appears to have 
support from all quarters, resulting in the oppression 
of Christians and other ‘dissenters’. Sections of the 
church are involved. According to Mr Parker, the 
diocese imposed the views of the transgender lobby 
group known as ‘Mermaids’ onto the school. The head 
teacher invited Mermaids to give a presentation to the 
staff, in which the ‘trainer’ described gender as being 
like a dimmer switch, rather than an on-off switch, and 
declared: “When someone announces their transition 
people seem to think it’s ok to ask questions. It’s not. 
It’s no one else’s business...” Mr Parker believes that 
the presentation was at odds with biology and the law 
of the land, but his attempts to raise these issues were 
dismissed. He has said of the school: “I felt it was no 
longer a Christian place of truth but a place of fear and 
intimidation.”

Government is also involved, Mermaids being 
recommended to the school by the Department of 
Education. It is registered as a charity, despite the 
fact that it promotes hormone treatment and surgery 
for children, claims that puberty blockers do not 
affect fertility, and dismisses the basic genetic gender 
differences between male and female. In its training 
sessions it tells people that being “born in the wrong 
body” is a physical defect which can be medically 
“fixed”. Groups like this will not let scientific facts get 
in their way; they must be strongly resisted.

Finally the Royal Family is involved. The Royal 
Foundation, which was set up to enable Prince William 
and Prince Harry take forward their charitable 
ambitions, has invited Mermaids to join in its work on 
mental health. The Foundation describes Mermaids as 
an “important” organisation, and in turn Mermaids has 
thanked Prince Harry for his “unwavering support”. 
What place does truth have in today’s UK?

THE MESSAGE ON OUR COINS

Maintaining the true faith

An attempt to have the words ‘In God We Trust’ 
removed from US currency has been rejected 
by the Supreme Court. Michael Newdow, an 

atheist, had argued that the use of these words was 
a government endorsement of religion, and thus a 
violation of his rights under the First Amendment to 
the US Constitution, which begins: “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion”. 
The wording is interpreted by some to mean that the 
government should not favour belief in God above the 
beliefs of atheists.

The slogan appeared on some coins in 1864, in 
response to “increased religious sentiment”, and since 
1938 all coins have borne it. During the Cold War era, to 
distinguish the USA from the atheism being promoted 
by the Soviet Union, Congress unanimously passed a 
resolution in 1955 declaring IN GOD WE TRUST the 
national motto. A requirement was made that it appear 
on all US currency, including paper money. Interestingly 
in 1970, when the inclusion of the motto on currency 
was first challenged, the Court of Appeals ruled that its 
use “is of a patriotic or ceremonial character and bears 
no true resemblance to a governmental sponsorship of 
a religious exercise”, meaning that the primary purpose 
of the slogan was actually secular.

Our UK coinage carries a clear message. All 
current coins bear a Latin inscription, the full form of 
which is “ELIZABETH II DEI GRATIA REGINA FIDEI 
DEFENSATRIX”, meaning “Elizabeth II, by the grace of 
God, Queen and Defender of the Faith”. Which faith? 
In the Coronation Oath our monarchs promise that 
they will, to the utmost of their power, “maintain the 
Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel” 
and “maintain in the United Kingdom the Protestant 
Reformed Religion established by law”. In particular 
this means the rights and privileges of the Episcopalian 
Church of England and the Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland.

In 1994 Prince Charles stated that if he became 
king he would see his role as “Defender of Faith, not 
the Faith”, to better reflect our multifaith society. He 
clarified this somewhat in 2015 when he said: “while 
at the same time being Defender of the Faith you can 
also be protector of faiths”. Religions which oppose 
Biblical Christianity, such as Romanism and Islam, 
would no doubt welcome such a king, but we pray that 
in His kindness the Lord will grant us monarchs and 
other rulers who will contend for “the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).

COMMENT
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Something serious has gone wrong in our modern 
world. Moral and spiritual questions are being 
discussed which profoundly affect the health and 

well-being of society at every level: abortion, gender 
change, the identity of true religion, what happens to us 
after death. There is only one solution to the confusion 
which surrounds our perplexed modern society. It is 
our need as a generation to get back to the Bible.

The great men of the past were men who recognised 
the Bible to be the divine light by which all our earthly 
questions are to be solved. Calvin said: “Scripture bears 
upon the face of it as clear evidence of its truth as black 
and white do of their colour”. Martin Luther declared: 
“The Word of God is perfect; it is precious and pure; it 
is truth itself”. Again Luther said: “I put the Scriptures 
above all the sayings of the [Church] fathers, angels, 
men and devils”. More importantly by far is that Jesus 
Christ our Lord tells us the Bible is infallible: “Thy 
word is truth” (John 17:17); “The scripture cannot be 
broken” (John 10:35).

The Experience we Need
However, certain things must happen before men 
take the great truths of the Bible as seriously as they 
should be taken. The first thing that must happen is 
that the heart of a sinner needs to be changed by the 
regenerating power of God. Until a man is “born again“ 
(John 3:3) he will never be able to appreciate that the 

Bible is God’s inspired 
word. This was the 
experience which led 
Luther to see that 
sinners are justified by 
faith alone. This was 
the experience which 
Thomas Chalmers had 
on his sickbed, and which 
transformed him from a 
Moderate to a preacher 
with amazing divine 
power.

Another experience 
which a person must 
have if he or she is ever 
to be moved to see the 

Bible to be God’s infallible word of truth is conviction 
of the sinfulness of sin. Sin is a word without power till 
our hearts are roused from slumber to tell the terrible 
sinfulness of sin. “Be sure your sin will find you out” 
(Num. 32:23). The truth of this God-given warning to 
us all, when taken to heart, rouses us from slothful, 
lukewarm religion to cry to God to give us grace to live 
so as to be well-prepared when the day of death and 
judgement comes.

What needs to happen to our generation is to have 
the experience which they had in the reign of Josiah 
in the Old Testament when they found the Book of 
the Law in the house of God. Its fiery message shook 
the King so greatly that “he rent his clothes“ (2 Chron. 
34:19). The truth which shook him was the sinfulness 
of the nation and the dishonour they had done to God 
by their idolatry and depravity. It is a message for us all 
at this time in our history.

Courageous Men
To rouse our concern to repent and to seek God’s 
mercy upon us for our disobedient and God-neglecting 
styles of life, we need to remind ourselves of the 
courageous men of old who gave us God’s Bible in our 
own language.

Bede of Jarrow, in the period of the Old English 
language, was busy making an English version of the 
gospels when he died in the year 735. From the Middle 
English period (thirteenth and fourteenth centuries) 
have come down to us the first complete versions of 
the Bible in English. These were the wonderful work 
of John Wycliffe (1328-84) and John Purvey (c.1353-
1428). The great concern of these dear men of God 
and their assistants was to make God’s holy word 
available to our forefathers in their own language. 
They courageously believed and argued that the 
common people of our country had the right to know 
what God tells us in His inspired Book. They were men 
of a wonderful diligence, faith and courage, worthy to 
be honoured.

Let us not forget that in 1408 a synod at Oxford, 
presided over by Archbishop Thomas Arundel, passed 
a number of constitutions against the followers 
of Wycliffe, known as the Lollards. One of these 
constitutions forbade the translation of any text of 

CHURCH HISTORY

THE BIBLE IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE
REV. MAURICE J. ROBERTS

John Wycliffe
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Scripture into the English tongue without permission 
from the Roman Catholic Church authorities of the day.

In the gracious providence of God the art of printing 
was invented about the year 1450. William Tyndale’s 
version of the Bible in English came out in the period 
following this date. Tyndale (c.1494-1536) began 
his translation of the New Testament in England and 
completed it in exile on the continent. For his faithfulness 
and courage he lost his life. He was convicted of heresy 
and executed near Antwerp in 1536.

In 1560 the Geneva Bible was produced, translated 
by a number of Protestant exiles in Geneva. The great 
and famous King James Version of the Bible, known as 
the Authorised Version, came out in 1611. There have 
been other, later versions of the Bible in English, but 
the AV, as we call it, has had a profound influence on 
our national laws, way of life, education and church 
life in the more-than-four hundred years since its 
publication.

Yet it is no exaggeration to state that in our modern 
world we need to pray fervently that our nation, so 
far declined from what it was a century ago, will be 
brought back to love the Bible. Put simply, our modern 
problem as a nation is this: we need God to heal our 
backslidden state. God tells us very clearly that if we 
repent and truly seek His help, then He will come to 
our aid. “If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” (2 Chron. 7:14).

Two Harmful Influences
How has our society, in which the Bible once had a 
great influence, become so different from what it was? 
The answer is surely not difficult to find. People do not 
take the Bible as the Word of God any more.

I believe there have been two influences over the 
last hundred years or more which have turned our 
nation away from the Bible. The theory of evolution 
and the teaching of higher criticism have led people 
to think of the Bible as if it were not inspired by God. 
The way back for a nation is to accept the Bible to be 
what God has told us it is. He tells us plainly that the 
Bible is inspired. The trouble is that in our schools and 
universities today a very different view is held about 
the Holy Scriptures.

Christ says that God’s word is truth and that the 
Scriptures cannot be broken. The apostle Paul tells 
us: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 
Tim. 3:16). The apostle Peter declares: “no prophecy 
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of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet. 1:20,21) The higher critical view of 
the Bible has, very sadly, won its way into homes and 
schools all over our beloved country. Our wisdom as 
a generation is to get back to the teaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and His apostles. Let us put the Bible back 
into our churches, homes, schools and colleges. To do 
this would result in our society again taking seriously 
what God has told us in the Bible.

Earnest Prayer Required
Happy will be the day when, as a nation, we get back to 
the Bible and so take seriously God’s call to repent and 
to believe the gospel. As believers we cannot by our own 
power bring about this needed change. But we ought to 
pray to God earnestly that he would graciously revive 
His work in our beloved nation. When men repent and 
embrace God’s word as divine, inspired and infallible 
we shall see promise fulfilled. He will heal our land and 
fill us with blessing as in the past.

Let us never treat the Bible as a mere “book”. It is 
the voice of God speaking to everyone born and alive 
in this world. The way we treat the Bible is the way 
we treat God who, in His grace, gave it to us. We must 
neither add to the Bible nor subtract from it. If we do 
either of these things we shall be terribly punished, as 
God warns us in Revelation 22:18-19. Our wisdom is to 
make the Bible our daily companion. We should read it 
and make it the subject of our meditation all through 
life.  

Let us pray fervently that the God who inspired the 
Bible and gave courage to our forefathers to translate 
it into English will give grace to our needy generation 
to repent of our ways and return to the Bible as God’s 
inspired revelation for needy sinners.

The Geneva Bible
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church of Scotland
Maurice Grant & John W. Keddie, Free Church 
(Continuing), pbk, 58pp. Available at £3.00 (plus 
p&p) from Publications Committee (contact 
Mr Bill McQueer, The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, 
Inverness, IV2 6XF Email: publicationsorders@
fccontinuing.org / Tel.: 01808 521474).
Also available to buy online.

Can you imagine the Bible with the book of Psalms 
removed or interspersed with popular songs of 
the day? This is the question I was left with after 

reading this very informative book.
The authors consider the tragic decision of the 

Plenary Assembly of our departed brethren in 
November 2010 when they repealed the Acts of 1905, 
1910 and 1932 pertaining to unaccompanied psalm-
singing in public worship – Acts that office-bearers in 
the Free Church of Scotland, by solemn vows, undertook 
to abide by. Instead they allowed the introduction of 
hymns and instrumental music into the public worship 
services. The Formula that office-bearers sign states, 
“I do own the purity of worship presently authorised 
and practised in the Free Church of Scotland.” They 
also vow to “assert, maintain and defend...the purity of 
worship as presently practised...”.

In the aftermath of that Plenary Assembly, 
Maurice Grant, and, at a later date, Rev. John Keddie, 
were commissioned by the Legal Advice & Property 
Committee of our Church to examine the history of 
Psalmody in the Free Church and the implications 
of the actions of that Assembly. This book is the end 
result of that commission.

The historical background they give is concise 
and very helpful for those of us who are not expert 
in church history. They give a clear narrative of the 
historical position of the Disruption Church and 
how it came to be that the Free Church was a psalm-
singing denomination. Further, they show how 
unaccompanied psalm-singing in the public worship 
was adopted into the constitution of the Church post-
1900, and, therefore, how the departure from that form 
of worship in 2010 was “a seismic change in the area of 
worship”. It also “raised questions, not only about the 
content and manner of sung praise in worship, but also 
the binding nature of ordination vows in the Church”.

After reading this book, one is left in wonderment 
as to how the body who call themselves ‘The Free 
Church of Scotland’ can still lay claim to that name. 

BOOK 
REVIEWS

More seriously, it calls 
into question the honesty 
and integrity of the office-
bearers who have clearly 
broken their ordination 
vows. One striking 
observation Grant and 
Keddie make is the bizarre 
situation now in the ‘Free 
Church’ whereby hymns 
and instrumental music 
were authorised, without 
specifying what these 
are or where they can be 
found. One can only be 
filled with a profound sense of sadness at the result.

On a personal level, this book gave me a much 
clearer insight into the solemnity of our ordination 
vows as office-bearers in the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing). It was also interesting to find out how the 
versifiers of the psalms as we know them today placed 
more emphasis on “strict conformity to the original at 
the expense, as they saw it, of smoothness and fluency 
of style” – a similar mindset to the translators of the 
Authorised Version of the Scriptures.

I think this book is a superb accompaniment to 
Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz’s book Biblical Praise, which 
was reviewed in the July-August 2017 edition of the 
magazine. I highly recommend it and would go as far 
as to suggest to our Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions to 
make it prescribed reading for all office-bearers and 
prospective ordinands in our denomination. As office-
bearers we must know why we believe what we do 
and understand what we sign up to, and this book ably 
assists us in this matter.
Calum Macleod (Knock & Point)

New Covenant Theology: Weighed and found 
wanting
Kevin McGrane, The Gospel Magazine Trust, hbk, 
238pp, £20.00

New Covenant Theology claims that all the laws 
in the Old Testament have passed away with the 
old covenant, or Mosaic covenant. It rejects the 

division of the law into moral, ceremonial and civil. It 
attempts to refute Reformed theology’s assertion that 
the moral law is an expression of the character of God 
and always was, and always will be binding. The Ten 
Commandments are rejected in favour of the law of Christ 
which can only be gleaned from the New Testament. The 
most obvious effect of this is the dismissal of the Fourth 
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Commandment, but it also 
affects the whole doctrine 
of sanctification. Reformed 
theology’s teaching that all 
the covenants of God with 
man apart from the first 
covenant in the Garden 
of Eden were expressions 
of the covenant of grace 
is opposed. This teaching 
sadly is becoming very 
common especially in 
Baptist circles. Prominent 
promoters of this false 
view are Jon Zens, Don 
Carson, John Reisinger, Tom Wells and David Gay.

Kevin McGrane, an elder in the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in England and Wales, does the 
church a great service in this helpful refutation. He 
shows a real grasp of the subject, treats his opponents 
respectfully, quotes their writings carefully and 
answers them masterfully. For anyone wishing to find 
out about New Covenant Theology and to refute it this 
would be a good starting point.
Rev. William Macleod

Letters of John Calvin
John Calvin, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 282pp, 
£12.00

The value of a collection of letters is the insight 
it gives into the life and character of the writer 
– his desires, his priorities, his relationships. 

When that writer is arguably the pre-eminent Christian 
theologian of the last millennium, the volume needs 
little recommendation.

This book is not a comprehensive collection 
of Calvin’s surviving letters, which are published 
along with his tracts in a seven-volume set, also by 
the Banner. This is rather a selection of seventy of 
the letters, chosen for their particular significance 
and interest today. The translation into English is a 
nineteenth-century one, but presents no real barrier, 
and the work has been attractively reset. The result is 
a book to introduce us to Calvin in the full scale and 
breadth of his ministry.

We see Calvin as a friend – the oldest letter here goes 
back to the year 1531, before he had even embraced 
Protestantism. We follow his comradely relationship 
with Farel, his senior colleague in his early ministry 
in Geneva, with fellow-Reformers like Viret, Knox 
and Bullinger, and his respectful yet firm address to 
the aged Luther, whose intransigence was damaging 
efforts to unite the strands of Protestantism.

We see Calvin 
the reformer, deeply 
concerned for Geneva 
in its rejection of its 
ministers, and solemnly 
determining to return 
when evidences came 
to light of a repentant 
attitude. We read his 
solemn rebukes of the 
heretics Servetus and 
Socinus, and his urging 
further reformation 
on Cranmer. We see 
his testimony to kings, 
writing to those of England and Poland, urging 
perseverance in the advance of Protestant truth within 
their realms. A particular jewel is his letter of 1558 
to the Earl of Arran calling for reform in Scotland 
(pp.205-208): having written of “The inestimable 
blessing which has been bestowed on you, of being 
enlightened by the Sun of righteousness”, he goes on 
to urge, “Let this contemplation rouse you to give to 
him your whole heart as to your alone treasure, and 
strengthen you in true perseverance” (p.207).

We see Calvin the husband, mourning the death of 
faithful Idelette, and movingly describing her deathbed: 
“She spoke aloud, so that all saw that her heart was 
raised far above the world. For these were her words: 
‘O glorious Resurrection! O God of Abraham and of all 
our fathers, in thee have the faithful trusted during so 
many past ages, and none of them have trusted in vain. 
I also will hope’.” (p.95)

We see Calvin the pastor, writing to prisoners 
facing imminent martyrdom for the Protestant faith 
with the solemn encouragements of eternity, and 
gently yet faithfully reproving one who had denied the 
faith under awful persecution. His discussion of the 
standards of admission to baptism in a letter to Knox is 
very insightful and remains helpful (pp.224-226). His 
urging patience and moderation in the advance of the 
work of Reformation is wise counsel (p.249).

Always, he is Calvin the theologian, giving comfort 
because “A pilot steers the ship in which we sail, who 
will never allow us to perish even in the midst of 
shipwrecks” (p.156). All is of God: “The faithful, whom 
God has thought fit to choose out for salvation, are 
distinguished from the reprobate by the mere good 
pleasure of God....Faith flows from the secret election 
of God” (p.159).

These letters are commended to the reader with an 
interest in the history of the Reformation, and with a 
love for the truths for which Calvin contended.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod
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9,095

12,857
10,896
47,437
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0
0
0

2,498
220

1,670
4,387
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
July            August   September
7     Snizort           4     Harris   1     Portree
14  St Louis           18  Duirinish   8     Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay
28  Atlanta           25  Stornoway  15  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, Scalpay Harris
       22  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane
    



“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen.”

Ephesians 3:20-21
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