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When they draw near to their end in this world, 
Christians may have many regrets as to how 
they have spent their years here. Looking 

back to our unconverted days, all we see is the “evil 
fruit” which we brought forth then (Matt. 7:17). Though 
now born again and washed in the blood of Christ, we 
are still sinners, and easily wander from the straight and 
narrow way. How much time and effort we waste on the 
vanities of this world, instead of those things which are 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report (Phil. 
4:8)! It is only by the miracle of divine grace that the 
believer bears any good fruit at all.

While the Lord in His love restores to us the years 
which the ‘locust’ of our sin has eaten (Joel 2:25), there 
is one regret we all surely have, even now: we do not 
give ourselves to prayer as we ought to. It is striking 
that the longest chapter in Calvin’s famous Institutes of 
the Christian Religion is on prayer, which he terms “the 
chief exercise of faith”. Calvin says that it is by prayer 
that “we reach those riches which are laid up for us with 
the Heavenly Father”, and that “we dig up by prayer the 
treasures that were pointed out by the Lord’s gospel”. 
God has ordained prayer, not so much for His sake as 
for ours: “the profit of this sacrifice also, by which he is 
worshipped, returns to us”.

Prayer is a spiritual exercise, but it is a most practical 
and useful one. Yet we find that earnest and persevering 
prayer is lacking, both in the “house of prayer” (Matt. 
21:13) and in our own homes. Prayer is such a simple 
thing, yet we often find it difficult. If we sense that we 
lack in this great duty, as I am sure we all do, then it is 
time to do something about it. Reflecting on prayer, and 
the blessing that it is, may stir us to make more use of 
the throne of grace, with benefit for the Lord’s cause.

A Wonderful Privilege
Prayer may be a duty but it is also a wonderful privilege. 
Do you ever stop to consider what an extraordinary 
honour is granted to us in prayer? We are poor sinful 
creatures, yet the infinite, almighty and most righteous 
God invites us to come before Him, indeed to draw very 

close to Him, and to pour out our hearts to Him as His 
beloved children! He promises to be merciful to our 
unrighteousness and to hear us graciously. If we were 
more aware of what an extraordinary privilege prayer 
is, then perhaps we would devote more time to it.

The Larger Catechism defines prayer in this way: 
“Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the 
name of Christ, by the help of his Spirit; with confession 
of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his 
mercies.” (LC Q.178) At the heart of prayer is the making 
of requests or petitions. We can see this in the Psalms, 
which are prayers as well as praises. When David sought 
God’s face, his plea was: “Hear, O Lord, when I cry with 
my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.” 
(Ps. 27:7) Having experienced God’s favour, David 
testified: “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles.” (Ps. 34:6)

We must not think that we pray in order to encourage 
God to be benevolent towards us. He is, in and of Himself, 
“The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth” (Exod. 34:6). When 
we pray it should be with the assurance that the Lord is 
“rich unto all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12).

Our Needs
We pray to God because we have needs which only 
He can meet. When Paul exhorted the Philippians, “be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6), he was saying that 
rather than be worried or anxious about anything, 
Christians should cast their burdens upon the Lord. In 
particular we should entrust our earthly concerns to 
God, in order that we may focus on our chief need, which 
is eternal salvation. Our priority in prayer should be, 
“Thy kingdom come” (Matt. 6:10). We must seek God’s 
gracious blessings for ourselves and for our families, for 
the church and for the nation.

We do not pray to God to inform Him of our needs, 
as though He would otherwise be ignorant of them. 
His understanding is “infinite” (Ps. 147:5) and He 

Editorial

THE BLESSING OF PRAYER
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knows all our circumstances. Yet it would be wrong to 
think that because God is aware of our needs, it is not 
necessary for us to pray. It has pleased God to bestow His 
blessings upon us in the way of our asking Him for them. 
Remember blind Bartimaeus, who sat by the roadside 
and begged. Everyone knew what his difficulty was. Yet 
when he cried out to Jesus to have mercy on him the 
Lord said to him, “What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee?” Naturally he replied, “Lord, that I might receive 
my sight” (Mark 10:51). The Lord encouraged even one 
with a very obvious need to spell it out in his own words.

God’s Promises
The promises of God should stimulate prayer. When 
God promised temporal and spiritual blessings to His 
covenant people, He added this: “I will yet for this be 
enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them” 
(Ezek. 36:37). These words show us that prayer is not 
an attempt to persuade God to change His purpose, 
which is fixed from all eternity. “But he is in one mind, 
and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, 
even that he doeth.” (Job 23:13) As Luther said, the 
prayers of the saints are the decrees 
of God beginning to work, and in 
prayer we are seeking to lay hold 
of God’s willingness to help us. We 
are demonstrating to God and to 
ourselves that we are trusting in Him 
for everything. In the end, we pray 
because God has commanded us to 
pray.

We must certainly wrestle with 
God in prayer, as Jacob did at Peniel, 
saying, “I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me” (Gen. 32:26). It is only 
“effectual fervent prayer” that will receive an abundant 
answer from the Lord (James 5:16). Yet when we pray, 
God is also ‘wrestling’ with us. As we wait upon the 
Lord for a blessing our prayers are gradually emptied 
of self and we are brought to the place where we are 
content to receive whatever He has for us, believing it 
to be the best. Matthew Henry said of prayer: “It is like 
the boatman with his boat-hook who wishes to reach 
shore. He grapples the shore with his hook as though to 
pull the shore to the boat; but in reality he pulls his boat 
to the shore.”

Christ and the Spirit
We must always pray in the name of Christ, with the 
knowledge that He is our Mediator and Redeemer. 
We cannot enter the holy presence of God apart from 
our great High Priest and the merit of that sacrifice 
for sin which He completed when He “offered himself 
without spot to God” (Heb. 9:14) at Calvary. Jesus is 
now in heaven, seated at the right hand of God where 
He “ever liveth to make intercession” for us (Heb. 7:25). 
We require help when we pray nonetheless, and God 

has also given us an intercessor within our hearts: “we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). The language of 
the Spirit is “Abba, Father”, which was the address Christ 
Himself used in prayer (Gal. 4:6; Mark 14:36).

It is “prayer and supplication in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18) 
which prevails with God. It is possible to have the ‘body’ 
of prayer without the ‘soul’: we may go upon our knees, 
but are we going upon the knees of our hearts, and truly 
abasing ourselves before God? We are instructed to be 
“continuing instant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12), meaning 
that we should persevere with our petitions when they 
do not receive an immediate answer. Petition sometimes 
involves repetition, as we have surely learned. Jesus 
taught the parable of the importunate widow to the 
disciples “to this end, that men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint” (Luke 18:1).

The Confidence We Have
Some believe that we may approach the One who owns 
“the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Ps. 50:10), and has 

“riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:19), and request literally anything 
we wish; as long as we have sufficient 
faith, God will give us whatever 
we ask for. We may certainly bring 
large petitions to God, but there 
is a limitation set in Scripture, as 
John reminds us. “And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, 
if we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us” (1 John 5:14).

The will of God with which we 
have to do in prayer is His revealed 

will, which we have in the Bible. There we find believers 
who are moved to call upon God by the situations in which 
they find themselves. Some face temptation, others 
desolation, and yet others oppression and persecution, 
but they all send up their pleas to the Lord for His help. 
As our circumstances mirror theirs, we pray in the same 
way to the same faithful, covenant God, full of hope. Yet 
at the same time our requests must be subject to God’s 
perfect mind, or His secret will. We see this with Christ 
in Gethsemane: “Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done.” (Luke 22:42) Such holy submission is the summit 
of prayer and it should be found in every believer.

Christ spoke plainly to His disciples about prayer: 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt. 7:7). May 
we heed His words and know God's blessing!

The Blessing of Prayer

“We must always 
pray in the name 
of Christ, with the 
knowledge that 
He is our Mediator 
and Redeemer.”
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(Taken from an action sermon [the sermon immediately 
before the celebration of the Lord’s supper] preached 
on June 27, 1731, on the words, “The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into his hand” [John 3:35], 
and lightly edited. Erskine [1685-1752] was minister at 
Dunfermline, joining the Secession Church in 1736.)

That all things are in Christ’s hand is evident from 
the following:

Christ can supply all wants. “My God shall supply all 
your need, according to his riches in glory, by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Whatever you labour under, there 
is that in Christ which can supply and support. Do you 
labour under desertion? Then he says, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Do you 
labour under corruption and bondage to sin? It is he 
that says, “Sin shall not have dominion over you” (Rom. 
6:14). Do you labour under temptation? It is he who, 
as the God of peace, will bruise Satan under your feet 
(Rom. 16:20). Do you labour under weakness? It is he 
who says, “My strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Cor. 12:9). Do you labour under affliction, inward or 
outward? “Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all” (Ps. 34:19). Do 
you labour under fears of public calamities upon the 
land? It is said of him, “This man shall be the peace, 
when the Assyrian shall come into our land” (Mic. 5:5). 
Do you labour under the fears of death? It is he who 
says, “O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be 
thy destruction. Repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes.” (Hos. 13:14)

Christ can satisfy all the desires of sinners. He is the 
Desire of all nations (Hag. 2:7), and everything 
desirable is in him. “He is altogether lovely” [or ‘all 
desires’, as the word imports] (Song of Sol. 5:16), 
made up of desirable things. Is worth desirable? He is 
the treasure hid in the field (Matt. 13:44). Is wisdom 
desirable? “In him are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). “Wisdom hath builded her 
house” (Prov. 9:1); it is in the plural number, wisdoms. 
Christ is a compound of wisdom.

Christ can suit all the conditions of sinners. There is 
no condition you can be in, but he hath a promise 
suited to it, so that there is in Christ what suits all 

cases; for, the promises are nothing else but the veins 
where the blood and fullness of Christ doth run. Are 
you wandering? Christ says, I am the way. Are you in 
darkness? Christ says, I am the light of the world. Are 
you in deadness? Christ says, I am the resurrection and 
the life. Are you guilty? Christ says, he is the Lord our 
righteousness. Are you polluted? Christ says, he is the 
Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness. Are you 
dejected? Christ says, he will send the Comforter. Do 
you need protection? Christ affirms that he is the Rock 
of ages, in whom is everlasting strength. Do you need 
direction? Christ is the wonderful Counsellor, and he 
says, I will lead the blind by a way they know not.

Christ can answer all the objections of sinners. If any 
of you say, “Alas! I am a poor lost sinner”, then Christ 
says, “The Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). “Oh! says another, I 
am unrighteous, and I am a great sinner.” Well, Christ 
says, “I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance” (Matt. 9:13). “Oh! says a third, but I 
cannot repent.” Well, it is answered, “Him hath God 
exalted to give repentance to Israel, and remission 
of sins” (Acts 5:31). "Alas", cries another, "but I 
cannot turn from sin.” It is answered, Christ is sent 
to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities (Acts 3:26). It is his work to turn away 
transgression from Jacob; to turn you from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. “Ah! 
but I have no might or ability to come unto Christ.” 
It is answered, “He giveth power to the faint, and to 
them that have no might he increaseth strength” (Isa. 
40:29). He is the Author of faith (Heb. 12:2). “Oh! but 
I have sinned to the uttermost.” Why, then, he tells 
you, he is able to save to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25). 
“Alas! I am a backslider, and bent to backsliding.” To 
this it is answered, “I will heal their backslidings; I 
will love them freely” (Hos. 14:4). “Oh! but though I 
should come to him, I cannot follow him; his sheep 
follow him.” Well, what says he to this? Even that “he 
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young” (Isa. 40:11).

Whatever the objection is, he can answer it; 
whatever the case is, he can remedy it; whatever the 
desire is, he can satisfy it. Why then, all things must 
be in his hand, and no wonder, for all the treasures of 
divine abundance and fullness are in his hand.

DEVOTIONAL
ALL THINGS IN CHRIST’S HAND

Ralph Erskine
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(Adapted from a sermon in ‘The Free Church Pulpit’ 
published in 1927 based on the words in John 3:7, 
“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
Macdonald was minister of Sleat Free Church, Isle of 
Skye, from 1906 to 1928.)

Christ here explains to Nicodemus the nature 
of the new birth, or the gracious change that 
must come about, in the case of all who would 

eventually enter into the Kingdom of God. 

The Necessity of this Change
The new heart comes through the new birth, which 
is necessary because of man’s natural state, as Paul 
reminded the Ephesians: “And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). All 
God’s people are adopted into His family – brought 
near in Christ – but in their natural and sinful state 
they were far off. “You that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath He reconciled” (Col. 1:21).

The unsaved sinner is in a lost and ruined state. 
He has, in Adam his first covenant head, turned his 
back on God. In this course he continues, unless he is 
arrested by God. Because of his incapacity for spiritual 
things, man, by nature, cannot understand or receive 
the things of the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:14). He has no 
spiritual vision. Then, man has no spiritual vitality. He 
cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God, because 
he has no strength in him. Man, because of his own 
sin, is helpless in the work of his own salvation. He has 
destroyed himself, but he cannot save himself. “For 
when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.” (Rom. 5:6)

This change is necessary because without 
experiencing it the soul is debarred from ever entering 
the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is spiritual, 
and the spiritually dead do not inherit it (John 3:5). 
The Lord Himself was separate from sinners. Although 
He took upon Himself the sins of His people, yet He was 
Himself pure and holy, and free from sin. All Adam’s 
race have been born into this world heirs of sin and 
death, and they must be born again heirs of grace, and 
of eternal life. This can only be by the work of the Holy 
Spirit in their souls, making them new creatures in 
Christ Jesus.

The Nature of this Change
It is an inward change. God, by His Spirit, works not 
an outward reformation but an internal change. “Being 
confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). The Apostle speaks of it as a good 
work begun in them. They are inwardly changed, a 
new heart, and a new spirit put within them. Salvation 
is spoken of in Scripture as “Christ in” the soul, “the 
hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).

It is a spiritual change. “That which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). It would not, and it cannot, 

be brought about by man’s invention or man’s effort, 
but only by the Spirit of the living God. “It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing” (John 
6:63). God works in us both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). The change is through 
Christ. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old things are passed away, behold, all things 
are become new.” (2 Cor. 5:17)

It is a saving change. By it the soul is saved from sin 
and eternal death. It implies the gift of God, that is, eternal 
life through Jesus Christ the Lord. “And I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:28)

It is a complete change. It is not complete in the sense 
that the subjects of it are in themselves perfect, but in 
the sense that if it takes place once it need not and never 
shall take place again; “ye are complete in him” (Col. 
2:10). With Him, who is the Giver of every good gift, and 
every perfect gift, this work is not a half-finished work 
at all. God will perfect that which concerns the soul (Ps. 
138:8). His work need not be added to and certainly 

"Man, because of his 
own sin, is helpless in 
the work of his own 
salvation. He has 
destroyed himself, but 
he cannot save himself." 

DOCTRINE

THE NEW BIRTH
John Macdonald
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The New Birth

must not be taken from. “He doeth 
according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth” (Dan. 4:35); and, “Of 
his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures” 
(Jam. 1:18).

It is a lasting change. There have 
been those who professed to have 
undergone a spiritual and a saving change, but it did not 
last, because it was not genuine. There were those who 
followed the Saviour when He was on the earth, but they 
did not continue to follow Him when He told them the 
truth (John 6:66). In the case of those in whom the Spirit 
of the Lord works, their change is a change that will last 
for ever. It is very easy for some people to change their 
religion, simply because they have no real religion. But 
those who are truly religious people do not change; they 
cannot change, because they are “kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation” (1 Pet. 1:5). They “are 
not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:39).

The Means of this Change
The Holy Spirit makes use of means in working this 
change in the souls of men. The chief means He uses 
is the Word of God. “The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple.” (Ps. 19:7) This Word the Holy 
Spirit makes use of in converting souls. It is said to be 
“quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb. 4:12). It is the sword of the Spirit. The reading 
and meditation of the Word have often been blessed to 
souls in bringing them to Jesus Christ.

The preaching of the Word is a means for this end. 
It was for this end that the Saviour commanded His 
disciples to go into all the world and to preach the 
Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15). The Gospel 
must be preached in order that sinners may repent, 
believe, and be saved (Rom. 10:14). The Shorter 
Catechism states: “The Spirit of God maketh the 
reading, but especially the preaching of the word, an 
effectual means of convincing and converting sinners” 
(SC Q.89). It was while Peter preached the Word that 
the Holy Ghost descended on the day of Pentecost, and 
three thousand souls were added to the church (Acts 
2:41). It was the means that the Apostle Paul used 
for bringing souls to Christ. “For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2)

The Result of this Change
The new life in the soul cannot be hid. It must find an 

outlet, and it will exercise itself in 
a different way from that of the 
natural life. It will be a life of faith 
in, and a life of obedience to Jesus 
Christ. “I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). It has been well said, 

“A man’s life is always more forcible than his speech: 
when men take stock of him they reckon his deeds as 
pounds and his words as pence.” Those who are “born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 
Pet. 1:23), follow Christ, and adhere to His Word.

The fruit of this change will be quite contrary to the 
works of the flesh. The works of the flesh are manifest, 
and the works of the Spirit of God in the soul ought to 
be as manifest (Gal. 5:19-23). This change results in 
the soul being brought to live a new life, to walk in new 
ways, to make up with new associations, to frequent 
those places to which he was once an utter stranger – 
a throne of grace as well as all the means of grace, to 
engage in those exercises which once he simply hated, 
but in which he now takes the greatest delight.

The fruit will be pleasing and profitable to believing 
souls themselves. As new-born babes they desire the 
sincere milk of the word (1 Pet. 2:2), and they delight 
therein and feed thereon. “How sweet are thy words 
unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
(Ps. 119:103) As they have been made partakers of 
a new nature and a new life, so now they seek new 
fountains of pleasure, and they find them in God. “They 
shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasures.” (Ps. 36:8) “All my springs are in thee” 
(Ps. 87:7). Such as speak thus give all the clearest 
evidence, that they are “born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:13).

The fruit will be God-glorifying. The heaven-born 
soul consecrates itself to the Lord forthwith, and then 
gives itself to the Church. “And this they did, not as we 
hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God.” (2 Cor. 8:5) Souls born of the 
Spirit of God live not “unto themselves, but unto him 
which died for them, and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:15). In 
seeking to glorify Him, they have the grace that enables 
them to say, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
thy name give glory” (Ps. 115:1).

Free Church Witness 7

“The Gospel must 
be preached in 
order that sinners 
may repent, believe, 
and be saved.”
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There is a Latin phrase – de mortuis nihil nisi 
bonum – which roughly translates as ‘never 
speak ill of the dead’. In reviewing briefly the 

career of the American evangelist Billy Graham, who 
died in February at the age of ninety-nine, we have no 
intention of doing that. We make no comment upon 
Graham as a husband or father, and are sure that he 
was loved by his family and friends. Our focus is upon 
Graham’s ministry and theology, both of which have 
had a considerable influence and will continue to do 
so through the organisation he set up in 1950, the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association.

What Graham got Right
It is no embarrassment to acknowledge those things 
which Billy Graham got right, at least as far as his 
description of them is concerned:

He was right to say that man’s fundamental problem 
is sin. Nothing has changed since Noah’s generation: 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5)

He was right to say that the Gospel offers the only 
cure for sinful man. The apostle Paul wrote: “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23)

He was right to say that every sinner needs 
personally to take Christ as their Saviour. Paul and Silas 
declared to the Philippian jailer: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 
(Acts 16:31)

Any evangelical will agree with all of this. However 
there is much more to the subject of salvation than 
these basic affirmations.

What Graham got Wrong
It is our duty to point out where Billy Graham was in 
error. We can do this from his own statements:

Graham was wrong on the Gospel. His autobiography 
Just As I Am, published in 1997, closes with an appeal 
to the reader which includes the following: “God has 
done everything possible to provide salvation. But we 
must reach out in faith and accept it.” The American 
theologian R.C. Sproul stated in 2006 that even back in 
the 1950s Graham would say at his meetings, “Ninety-
nine percent of it God does, one percent you do. You 
have to make the response. Come up here and write 
your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” The message of 
these ‘altar calls’ is clear: God has done what He can; 

now the sinner must do what He cannot (because of 
man’s ‘free will’). This is Arminianism, denying the 
sovereignty of divine grace. To add anything of our 
own to the Saviour’s atoning work is fatal.

Graham was wrong on the exclusivity of Christ. In an 
interview with the American ‘televangelist’ Robert H. 
Schuller in 1997, Graham said: “He’s calling people out 
of the world for his name, whether they come from the 
Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian 
world, or the non-believing world; they are members of 
the body of Christ because they’ve been called by God. 
They may not even know the name of Jesus, but they 
know in their hearts that they need something that they 
don’t have, and they turn to the only light that they have, 
and I think that they’re saved, and that they’re going to 
be with us in heaven.” To say that there will be people 
in heaven who did not profess the Christian religion 
is, as the Westminster Confession of Faith states, “very 
pernicious, and to be detested” (WCF 10:4).

Graham was wrong on Roman Catholicism. In 1980 he 
wrote in a USA newspaper: “Pope John Paul II has emerged 
as the greatest religious leader of the modern world, and 
one of the greatest moral and spiritual leaders of this 
century....The Pope came [to America] as a statesman and 
a pastor, but I believe he also sees himself coming as an 
evangelist, forthrightly urging those who have perhaps 
given little thought to spiritual matters to realize the truth 
of the Christian message and commit their lives to Christ.” 
Shamefully people from a Roman Catholic background 
who made a ‘commitment’ at Graham's 'crusades' were 
encouraged to return to their apostate Church which 
denies the gospel of Christ and His exclusive mediation 
for sinners. Graham revealed his ecumenical colours 
when he told the television host David Frost in 1997: “I’m 
equally at home in an Anglican or Baptist or a Brethren 
Assembly or a Roman Catholic Church.”

Finally, a meeting took place between Billy Graham 
and Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones in London in 1963. Lloyd-
Jones recounted how after some conversation he made 
a proposal to Graham: “I said I’d make a bargain: if he 
would stop the general sponsorship of his campaigns 
– stop having liberals and Roman Catholics on the 
platform – and drop the invitation system, I would 
wholeheartedly support him and chair the [World] 
Congress [on Evangelism]. We talked for about three 
hours, but he didn’t accept these conditions.” (Iain 
Murray, Evangelicalism Divided, Banner of Truth Trust, 
2000, p.76) Sadly Graham’s spiritual legacy is not one 
which is of benefit to Christ’s church.

DOCTRINE

THE LEGACY OF 
BILLY GRAHAM

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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In the Works of the great divine John Owen (1616-
1683), before his exposition on Psalm 130 which is 
found in Volume 6, there is a note which refers to 

a visit paid to Owen by Richard Davis, who ultimately 
became pastor of a church in Rowel, Northamptonshire. 
Davis was under religious impressions and sought a 
conference with Owen. The note states: “In the course 
of the conversation, Dr Owen put the question, ‘Young 
man, pray in what manner do you think to go to God?’ 
‘Through the Mediator, sir,’ answered Mr Davis. ‘That 
is easily said,’ replied the Doctor, ‘but I assure you it is 
another thing to go to God through the Mediator than 
many who make use of the expression are aware of.’ ”

In this interview Owen was giving Davis a mark of 
grace: “Do you know what it is to pray to God through 
the Mediator?” How many today can respond positively 
to that question today? The phrase, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, or similar, is how we conclude our prayers – 
or ought to. Our access to God rests on this foundation 
alone (Rom. 5:1,2). It is the revealed way to approach 
God acceptably, and the remedy for our timidity when 
we remember that we pray as sinners to the Holy One. 
It is how Christ Himself instructs us to pray, as we learn 
from His words to the disciples in the upper room: “And 
in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you.” (John 16:23) We are to come 
to the Father in Christ’s Name, asking all in His Name.

When we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, we 
have a test for our praying. As we pray, we are bound 
to remember ‘the mind of Christ’. “Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). 
Not everything can be asked for in Christ’s Name; we 
cannot ask for anything which would meet with His 
disapproval. What did Christ pray for? That should be 
our guide. Such a focus will remove the selfish motives 
from our petitions, and it will also elevate the aims of 
our prayers. Are they Christ’s aims, even as His were the 
aims of His Father? In the garden before His crucifixion 
Christ prayed, “not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 
26:39). We need Christ to sift our prayers, lest we 
“ask amiss” (Jam. 4:3). Selfishness has been defined 

as ‘a self-contained life’, and we must guard against 
‘self-contained prayers’. We must also be watchful of 
‘parochial’ prayers: it is a large world, and God’s cause 
reaches to the ends of the earth.

When we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, we 
look for strength as we rise from our knees, knowing 
that we are entering another day in which choices and 
actions are required. Our confidence is in this precious 
Name, for Christ is “the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). There are many in society 
and even within the visible church who repudiate the 
doctrines and principles of Christ, but we believe that 
He is “the Truth” (John 14:6), incapable of saying or 
doing anything wrong. We are not ashamed of Him 
(Rom. 1:16). It requires strength to cleave to Him who 
does not change – though much of the church wants 
Him to! Only through Christ do we have strength (Phil. 
4:13). We use His Name and He knows that we pray for 
His cause (Ps. 72:15). He knows it and we know it: that 
is enough for us – why should we worry about what 
others may think or say?

When we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, we 
often feel ourselves to be in His presence, but whether 
we feel it or not, we are, and we face the future together 
with Him. “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen.” (Matt. 28:20)

How did John Owen pray through the Mediator? In 
his exposition of Psalm 130 he has this prayer on the 
words at the beginning of verse 4: “O Lord, although this 
must be granted, that if thou shouldst mark iniquities 
according to the tenor of the law, every man living must 
perish, and that for ever; yet there is hope for my soul, 
that even I, who am in the depths of sin-entanglements, 
may find acceptance with thee: for whilst I am putting 
my mouth in the dust, if so be there may be hope, I find 
that there is an atonement, a propitiation made for sin, 
on the account whereof thou sayest thou hast found a 
ransom, and wilt not deal with them that come unto 
thee according to the severity and exigence [urgent 
demand] of thy justice; but art gracious, loving, tender, 
ready to forgive and pardon, and dost so accordingly. 
THERE IS FORGIVENESS WITH THEE.”

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD
Rev. James Clark
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

GIVING TO THE LORD’S CAUSE
Rev. Murdo Maciver

Introduction

It may be tempting for the reader to pass speedily 
over this article, or indeed to ignore it altogether, 
regarding it as a topic with which they are already 

very well acquainted. “Is it necessary to have a piece 
on this again?” “There’s nothing new in this for me!” 
and, “I know how much to put in the collection plate”, 
may be typical responses.

However, due to the instinctive hardness of the 
sinful human heart, there is surely a need for us all to 
be reminded of the relevant Biblical principles. It is just 
as necessary for the child of God, both young and old, to 
read articles on this subject, as it is to read exhortations 
to holy living, prayer, scriptural learning, private 
devotions and duties in public worship.   

Financial matters are as important to God as any 
other area of Church life. In his work on The Church 
published in 1882, William Binnie, who was Professor of 
Church History at the Free Church College in Aberdeen, 
summarises the matter: “It is certainly agreeable to 
the Lord’s example when, in arranging the business of 
His house, a prominent and honourable place is given 
to its pecuniary [i.e. financial] affairs. Those who affect 
to despise the habit of attending to such business, as if 
it carried a taint of secularity, are in this respect out of 
sympathy with the mind of Christ.”      

Self-examination is not exclusive to the Friday of a 
Communion Season. It ought to be a regular component 
of the Christian life. It is hoped then that the principles 
which are outlined below will provoke a renewed 
introspection and self-analysis, to ensure that our 
conduct in this area is being maintained in a Biblical and 
God-glorifying manner.

1. Giving is commanded by God
Scripture proofs abound in both Old and New Testament 
that God commands His people to give financially. It is 
something they are required to do and is not optional. We 
are inclined to concentrate our views of this command 
on the Old Testament tithe or tenth. Leviticus 27:30-
34 details God’s command to Moses for a tenth part of 
the firstfruits of the land to be given by the people to 
support the work of the Levites. So does God command 
us to give only a tenth? Deuteronomy 12:10-19 and 
then Deuteronomy 14:28 indicate that there were 
three separate layers of tithing involved in the giving 
required. The Old Testament church was commanded 

to give more than just a bare tenth. Withholding these 
required contributions is solemnly censured in Malachi 
1:6-8 and 3:8-9. It was theft. A crime against God!

2. Giving should be Voluntary
We should not conclude that a voluntary or ‘free will’ 
offering is a New Testament concept only. Deuteronomy 
12:17 mentions the children of Israel’s freewill offerings 
as additional to their required giving. They gave more 
than the minimum commanded, for 1 Chronicles 29:9 
reveals that over and above their required giving 
(tithing), “with perfect heart they offered willingly 
to the Lord” (1 Chron. 29:9). While there is no legal 
requirement for giving detailed in the New Testament, 
tithing is a sound basis against which to measure our 
freewill offerings. We might helpfully view the ‘tithe’ 
as the bare minimum we voluntarily give in the New 
Testament church. 2 Corinthians 9:7 paints a clear 
picture that our financial contributions should be 
freely given, without reluctance or imposition, and with 
inherent cheerfulness. The Greek word for ‘cheerful’ 
we incorporate into English as ‘hilarious’. It should be a 
source of great joy to give to the Lord’s cause!

3. Giving should be Liberal
Asking someone, “How much should I put in the plate?” 
can be likened to asking, “For how long should I pray?” 
or “How often should I read my Bible?” If you need to 
ask, you’ve missed the point or you’re probably not 
doing enough! Is the question being asked rather, “How 
little do I need to put in the plate?” In 2 Corinthians 
8, Paul commends the Macedonian church for their 
great generosity. One man draws a parallel to sitting 
an important examination: we should aim to pass with 
distinction, with honours; not merely scraping a C grade! 
In voluntary, freewill offerings, the Christian should 
be liberal. “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly” (2 Cor. 9:6). When we ponder the voluntary 
sacrifice of our Saviour and the marvellous goodness 
of God, who spared not His own Son but delivered 
Him up for us all (Rom. 8:32), how can we possibly be 
parsimonious in our offerings to Him? Even if we gave 
Him everything we had, it would still never be enough!

4. Giving should be Sacrificial
The Macedonian church gave beyond their ability 
(2 Cor. 8:3). The widow cast into the treasury all that 
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she had (Mark 12:44). Our Lord sat over against the 
treasury and beheld (Mark 12:41). He watched the 
people placing their offerings, and He is concerned and 
involved with our freewill offerings too. The widow was 
commended but the rich were censured! It is not the 
amount you place in the plate. That is to be determined 
between you and your God but if it is comfortable for 
you, you’re probably not giving liberally and sacrificially. 
God undoubtedly demands sacrifice. An ordering of His 
church’s needs first, and our own second. Are you going 
without something, making something last longer, 
shopping in a budget supermarket rather than in a more 
prestigious one – in order that you can maximise your 
givings to the Lord’s cause? While never meritorious in 
and of itself, a sacrificial element is essential.

5. Giving should be Systematic
Emblazoned on our freewill envelopes is Paul’s familiar 
exhortation to the church at Corinth, similar to that which 
he gave the Galatians (1 Cor. 16:2). This was to be done 
every week on the Lord’s Day. It was to be part of the 
duties associated with the disciplined preparation and 
the giving over of oneself to public and private exercises 
of the worship of God. Discipline and consistency were 
to be applied to the New Testament 
churches’ freewill offerings. 
Nothing haphazard or chaotic. 
Thought, care and due attention 
was to be rendered to financial 
givings. This was not a matter to be 
forgotten or laid aside or suspended 
for any reason. This was a task for 
every Lord’s Day. No financial ‘holidays’ were permitted. 
Discipline should be a feature of Christian living and none 
more so than in this area. This text is also a clear rebuttal 
to those who argue that while giving little financially, they 
substitute their time and talents instead. The churches at 
Galatia and Corinth (and by extension ourselves) were 
to give financially of what God had ‘prospered’ them – 
monetarily! The giving of time and talents is in addition 
and separate to, our systematic financial offerings.

6. Giving is an act of Worship
The Reformers purged the public worship of God from 
the unsightly palaver of the ‘offertory’, which had been 
elevated to an act of idolatry. They rightly argued that 
no scriptural warrant could be found for such a practice. 
In 2 Kings 12:9 we find Jehoiada the priest fashioning 
a ‘collection box’ and placing it on the righthand side 
of the altar, for the collection of monies brought as 
offerings to God’s house. This practice was formally 
adopted by the General Assembly of 1573. It ruled that 
collections be taken “only at kirk doores”. In 1574 at 
Markinch elders were posted to “keepe ye doores so as 
to keepe ye people from raming past without putting 
anything in ye box”. Both the Westminster Confession of 
Faith (1647) and the Directory for Public Worship (1645) 

deliberately omit the freewill offering from being an 
element of public worship. This practice is still followed 
in Reformed churches today. Nevertheless, while not 
being a warranted element of the public worship 
service, it can be rightly viewed as the first worshipful 
act on entering God’s house, as preparatory to engaging 
in the public worship of His name. What weight and 
reverence we should therefore attach to this act!

7. Giving is a spiritual Exercise
Some ministers feel uncomfortable preaching sermons 
relating to freewill offerings, fearing being labelled as 
mercenary or mere fundraisers. While they can never 
tell an individual how much to put in the offering plate, 
William Binnie’s comments should encourage them 
to preach the principles regularly. Paul was never 
reluctant to commend or censure various churches 
concerning their financial contributions. Giving is 
fundamentally an act of devotion and while hard to 
hear, the solemn truth is that where there are financial 
problems in a church, the problem is not a tight purse, 
but a cold heart! The spiritual aspect of our giving to the 
Lord requires as much nurturing as any other area of 
our spiritual lives. It is an accurate thermometer of our 

spiritual temperature! The more 
we lose touch with a living faith in 
a risen and ascended Saviour, the 
less healthy our balance sheets 
will be. It is a truism: ‘When the 
Lord opens the heart, he opens the 
wallet!’
    

Conclusion
Many more principles could be outlined. Giving is 
a privilege because it sustains the gospel ministry, 
provides for those less fortunate than ourselves and 
furthers Christ’s cause here on earth. Giving should be 
conducted in secret and be a personal matter brought 
prayerfully before the Lord (Matt. 6:1-4). Giving should 
humble us because every week it reminds us we have 
nothing in and of ourselves. There can be no place for 
boasting because we only return to the Lord that which 
He has first given us (1 Cor. 4:7). Giving is a tangible 
demonstration of your love for your Saviour. Much love, 
copious givings. Little love, stingy givings.

The closing verse of 2 Corinthians 9 is very familiar 
to us: “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 
The literal translation is: “Now thanks to God for his 
indescribable free gift.” Here Paul lifts the hearts and 
minds of the Corinthian church to the great and single 
source of it all; the unmerited grace of God. He reminds 
them what their central, indeed their only focus should 
be when considering what they give financially to the 
Lord’s cause – the voluntary sacrifice of Jesus Christ for 
sinners. How our financial givings should reflect the 
wonder of this unspeakable and indescribable gift!
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Conduct and Character

Moral character is not valued today as it once 
was. It is one of the signs that we are not as 
wise as previous generations who took the 

Bible seriously. In the book of Proverbs there is a close 
relation between conduct – what a person does, and 
character – what a person is. To put it another way, you 
are what you do! So the person who works hard and 
does difficult things is diligent in character, whereas 
the one who does little and always makes excuses is 
slothful in character.

Which one describes you? Are you wise in seeking 
to live a diligent life? Are you wise like the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the Wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), and 
who was always about His Father’s business (Luke 
2:49)? He knew that He must work in the present, 
because the night was coming when no man can work 
(John 9:4).

In Proverbs 13:4 Solomon tells us about the lazy man 
and the diligent man. Both of them desire to achieve 
things in life, but “the soul of the sluggard desireth, and 
hath nothing”, while “the soul of the diligent shall be 
made fat”. Everyone has desires and ambitions, but not 
everyone fulfils them. There can be many reasons for 
this of course, but a major cause is a lack of diligence 
on our part. It is easy to want things in life but not so 
easy to make the sacrifice to get them. There is a cost 
to accomplishing your goals, as any good musician or 
sportsperson will tell you.

Wasting Time
Proverbs says much more about the diligent and the 
lazy. The diligent man overcomes problems but the 
sluggard is easily dissuaded from effort. He won’t 
plough his field because the weather is too cold (Prov. 
20:4). You can imagine the diligent man on the other 
hand putting on his coat, hat and gloves and getting on 
with the job. The sluggard also exaggerates problems 
and invents excuses, saying, “There is a lion without, I 
shall be slain in the streets!” (Prov. 22:13) Again, where 
the diligent man finishes what he starts, the slothful 
man is like a hunter who spends considerable effort 
catching his prey but then lets it rot (Prov. 12:27). The 
diligent man is also busy about the right things, while 
the lazy man can appear busy but is actually achieving 
nothing (Prov. 12:11). He is, as one song says, ‘busy 
doing nothing, working the whole day through, trying 
to find lots of things not to do...’

As young people, please consider all this carefully, 

because there are so many options open to you to waste 
time. When your parents were young television was 
a terrible time-waster, but you now have to contend 
with the Internet, social media and smartphones as 
well. These all have good uses but they can make you 
busy all day doing nothing and leave you regretting 
all the things you should have done but didn’t do. As 
Proverbs 13:4 says, in the end you will have nothing 
but frustrated desires. However, diligence obtains its 
desires.

Spiritual Life
This truth applies to your spiritual life. There is nothing 
you should be more diligent about than the care of 
your soul. There are solemn calls to you in the Bible to 
be urgent and diligent to believe in Christ for salvation. 
Peter says, “give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10), but so many are like the 
sluggard in the book of Proverbs: they don’t want to go 
to Hell, but when the harvest day comes they will be 
found as tares among the wheat and suffer everlasting 
loss because they put off their salvation.

If you are a Christian then diligence is vital for your 
growth in grace. Plenty of Christians wish they knew 
the Bible better and had a closer walk with God but 
they are not diligent in their fellowship with Christ. If 
you spend all your time surfing the web and little time 
in Bible reading and prayer, you will not be “made fat” 
spiritually. You will desire but have nothing.

Glorifying God
The same applies to the whole of your life. Your chief 
end is to glorify God in all things. God gives us all 
different abilities but it is by diligence that we make 
the most of these and achieve our goals to His praise 
and honour. This should govern how you work in 
school and college and in whatever calling in life the 
Lord gives you.

In Proverbs 12:24 Solomon says: “The hand of 
the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be 
under tribute.” He means that a diligent man will gain 
recognition and be given responsibility. For instance, 
he might gain promotion at work. In contrast the 
slothful man always has to be compelled like a forced 
labourer and likely chafes under his ‘load’, complaining 
that it’s not fair that everyone else gets all the breaks.

Learn wisdom then, and leave folly behind. It is the 
soul of the diligent that is made fat!
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DILIGENCE
Rev. Gavin Beers
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Obituary – Mr Angus MacLeod, Garrabost
(Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod)

The congregation of Knock & Point was deeply 
grieved to learn of the passing of their senior 
elder, Angus MacLeod (Angusan Chaismir) on 

16th November 2017, after just a few days of illness.
Mr MacLeod was born in Garrabost, Point, in 1929. He 

joined the Merchant Navy as a young man, and sailed all 
over the world. In his later life he worked as a bus driver, 
and in a shop in Stornoway. He was raised in a Christian 
home, but came to know the Lord personally in the 
middle years of his life, under the ministry of Rev. Murdo 
Murray. The first time he attended a prayer meeting, the 
text expounded was 2 Cor. 6:17: “Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 
These words were particularly blessed to him.

He professed faith in his home congregation of Knock 
Free Church in 1970, and later served successively as 
a deacon and elder in the congregation. In 2000, Mr 
MacLeod was clear in his conviction that the testimony 
of the Free Church was at stake, and took his stand with 
those who reconstituted as the Free Church (Continuing). 
He was instrumental in organizing a formal union of the 
remnants of the two local Free Church congregations 
later that year, under the name Knock & Point, and 
served as Session Clerk from 2000 to 2014. As a young 
minister, I found him kind and supportive.

A man of administrative capacity, he contributed 
extensively to the life of the Church, serving on the 
Presbytery, and attending the General Assembly. He 
also was active in the local community, and served on 
Stornoway Trust, the committee of Bethesda Hospice, 
and the Aignish cemetery committee.

Mr MacLeod’s Christian experience was mostly on 
the bleaker side. He had a deep sense of his own sin, and 
was prone to questioning whether he had any saving 
interest in Christ. But in the last days of his life, when 
he was confined to a hospital bed after a stroke, friends 

who visited were 
surprised and 
encouraged by 
the confidence he 
displayed. He had 
no desire to return 
to his home in 
Garrabost: his hope 
was elsewhere, and 
all his doubts were 
gone. At one point, 
when no longer able 
to write, he asked 
one of his daughters 

to bring paper, and to write out the solemn words of 
Scripture: “Weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, 
and for your children” (Luke 23:28).

We extend prayerful sympathies to his widow, 
Jessie (Seonaid), to his three daughters, Alison, Anne 
and Doreen, to their partners in life, and to his five 
granddaughters. Our longing is that the testimony of 
their beloved father would be blessed to themselves, 
and that they would come to know “God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3).

Poolewe & Aultbea (Rev. John Macleod)

At their meeting on 20th February the Free 
Presbytery of Inverness resolved that the 
ordination and induction of Rev. Murdo Maciver 

to the congregation of Poolewe & Aultbea should take 
place at Gairloch Community Centre at 7.00pm on the 
evening of Friday 13th April 2018, to be followed by a 
reception to be held in Poolewe Hall, and that Edicts 
should be prepared by the Clerk which should be read 
in the Poolewe & Aultbea congregation on the two 
Sabbaths prior to the ordination and induction.

Place of Worship for Partick Congregation
(Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

The Partick Free Church (Continuing) congregation 
has entered a new and exciting phase with the 
acquisition of a permanent place of worship.

In June 2016 Partick United Free Church entered 
into a rental agreement with Partick FC(C) to share 
the Partick UFC building, but by the end of November 
2016 Partick UFC voted to dissolve due to declining 
attendances. The congregation then handed over the 
buildings and all their assets to the United Free Church 
trustees. In time the UFC trustees set a price and offered 
the buildings for sale to Partick FC(C). The result was 
that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) purchased 
the former Partick UF Church and Halls.

“It is remarkable the way things have worked out and 
progressed,” said Partick minister Rev. Andrew R. Allan. 
“When we initially began to share the building we could 
not have predicted what has happened so quickly.” Mr 
Allan went on to say, “It is true to say that the Partick 
FC(C) congregation have had difficulties regarding 
property in recent years but I’m happy to say that all 
these problems are now behind the congregation. This 
property acquisition is the first undisputed place of 
worship owned by our denomination in Glasgow.”

Mr Allan said further, “Our grateful thanks are due to 
the denomination’s Finance & Sustentation Committee, 
General Treasurer, Southern Presbytery and General 
Trustees for their help in securing the property. 
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We are also thankful to the United Free Church of 
Scotland trustees for the amicable way in which the 
whole transaction was completed. Now we must work 
diligently and pray that the Lord will bless the gospel 
among the people of the west end of Glasgow.”

Partick FC(C) Session Clerk Mr Norman Smith 
said, “We also remember the former office bearers, 
members and adherents of Partick UF Church, for 
what has happened will be tinged with some sadness 
for them. We are grateful to them that they wished 
the building to remain a place of worship and not to 
be sold off commercially.” Tribute was also paid to the 
former interim moderator of Partick UFC Rev. Douglas 
Campbell, minister of Milngavie UFC. “Arguably he was 
the one who initially got the two congregations together 
in the first place and started the ball rolling,” said Partick 
FC(C) elder and treasurer Mr John N. Gillies.

“For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.”   
(Acts 18:10)

All-Age Holiday (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

The organisers are delighted to announce that Rev. 
John W. Keddie has agreed to be the speaker at the 
2018 All-Age Holiday. Mr Keddie is the Principal 

of the Free Church Seminary and lecturer in Church 
History and author of several books, having retired from 
the pastoral ministry in 2011. He has chosen to speak 
on the ‘Seven Sayings of Christ on the Cross’.

Mr Keddie’s daughter-in-law Ruth has agreed to 
provide a children’s programme on Monday to Friday 
during the holiday. Mr Allan says: “The organisers are 
glad to secure Ruth’s help. Because last year’s holiday 
was only an extended weekend we did not have any 
children’s programme and it was missed. However we 
are glad that Mrs Keddie has stepped into the breach.”

“We’ve tried to keep the prices as competitive as 
possible, even reducing the price for children to attend. 
Also this year we have introduced a family option where 
a family, mum/dad + four children, can attend for only 
£425.00. And do remember these prices are full board!”

“We’re looking forward to welcoming our ‘regulars’ 
and new faces as the All-Age Holiday returns to its normal 

weekly slot. The holiday is open to all and everyone may 
be assured of a warm welcome where they will enjoy 
Christian fellowship and excellent dining.”

The All-Age Holiday Brochure/Booking Form is 
now available and can be viewed/downloaded at: 
freechurchcontinuing.org/reports/upcoming-dates/
item/14-21-july-free-churchcontinuing-all-age-holiday

Alternatively a form may be obtained from Rev. 
Andrew R. Allan, 23 Kingfisher Drive, Glasgow, G13 
4QA, 0141 328 1707.

The holiday runs from Saturday 14th to Saturday 21st 
July (D.V.) at the Windmill Christian Centre, Arbroath.
allageholiday.org.uk
facebook.com/freechurchcontinuingallageholiday

Captives in Mali Imperilled 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Battles rage between the Mali-based al-Qaeda 
alliance known as JNIM and the French and G5 
Sahel Cross-Border Joint Force troops tasked 

with combating terrorism in the Sahel. On 14-15 
February French troops scored a major victory against 
JNIM in north-east Mali, killing six of its senior leaders, 
including its co-founder. On 2 March, having already 
promised retaliation, JNIM militants co-ordinated 
attacks in Burkina Faso’s capital, Ouagadougou. The 
attacks, targeting the French Embassy and Army HQ, left 
30 dead and 85 wounded. As violence has escalated so 
too has JNIM’s need for cash. Consequently, JNIM – which 
is holding four Christian aid workers and a Romanian 
for ransom – has released two videos, featuring two of 
its five hostages. These captives are gravely imperilled. 
Please pray that God Almighty will intervene.

Quote

“Let us cleave to Christ more closely, love Him 
more heartily, live to Him more thoroughly, 
copy Him more exactly, confess Him more 

boldly, follow Him more fully. Religion like this will 
always bring its own reward. Worldly people may laugh 
at it. Weak brethren may think it extreme. But it will 
wear well. At even time it will bring us light. In sickness 
it will bring us peace. In the world to come it will give us 
a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
J.C. Ryle

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

Rev. John Fulton, General Secretary of the 
United Free Church of Scotland, presents 
the church keys to Rev. Andrew Allan

http://www.freechurchcontinuing.org/reports/upcoming-dates/item/14-21-july-free-churchcontinuing-all-age-holiday
http://www.freechurchcontinuing.org/reports/upcoming-dates/item/14-21-july-free-churchcontinuing-all-age-holiday
http://allageholiday.org.uk
http://facebook.com/freechurchcontinuingallageholiday
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COMMENT
THE PRAYER MEETING

Pleasure preferred to calling upon God

Survey after survey, and minister after minister, 
report that the poorest attendance in churches 
throughout our land is at the prayer meeting 

(that is, if a prayer meeting is still being held). Why 
is this? From the Bible we would conclude that it is 
because today’s Christians no longer firmly believe 
that God’s purpose in the world is to be consummated. 
The apostle Peter wrote: “But the end of all things is 
at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” 
(1 Pet. 4:7). The truth that time is coming to a close 
is a reason why the Lord’s people should devote 
themselves to prayer.

As we count the numbers who attend the midweek 
prayer meeting, we can only conclude that many 
professing Christians do not really accept that the 
world’s end is near, or that they are on the brink of 
eternity themselves. What they do believe in is today 
and tomorrow. They believe in life, work and leisure; 
family, friends and holidays; sport, entertainment and 
prosperity. But they do not believe that the world is 
going to end any time soon. So they do not attend the 
prayer meeting. They do not pray for the Minister, or 
for the unsaved, or for the cause of Christ among the 
nations. They do not pray unless they become sick, 
lose their job or run out of money.

We can learn a lot from the Old Testament. The 
fifth plague upon Egypt was a ‘murrain’ (Exod. 9:1-7). 
This deadly disease affected their animals, especially 
the cattle. Why was this? It was because their animals 
were gods. Apis, the sacred bull, was a fertility god, 
representing strength and vigour. Hathor, a female 
figure wearing a crown of cow’s horns encircling the 
sun, was the goddess of joy, music and dancing, as 
well as fertility. Christians often bow to these same 
deities, with the result that they cease to pray.

When the Israelites were delivered by God from 
the house of bondage, it was not long before they 
wanted to return to it. The prospect of Canaan meant 
little to them and they longed for “the good things 
of Egypt” (Gen. 45:23) which their carnal minds still 
feasted upon. Worldliness has engulfed the church 
and pleasure has taken the place of the prayer 
meeting, which is considered wearisome. When it 
is abandoned believers pray less and less, and soon 
prayer hardly features in their lives at all. Let us 
make sure that we are like the early Christians, who 
“continued stedfastly...in prayers” (Acts 2:42).

THE BURNING BUSH

The meaning of the symbol

It is common for organisations to have a sign 
or symbol to represent them, and the symbol 
associated with our denomination is the Burning 

Bush. But do we know why? The symbol originates 
from what happened when Moses was in the desert 
and came to Horeb: “And the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: 
and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed.” (Exod. 3:1,2) Yet few 
understand the meaning of the burning bush.

Calvin considered the burning bush to be an 
apt metaphor for the Church in union with Christ. 
Commenting on Acts 7:30, where the martyr Stephen 
recounts Moses’ encounter with the angel, Calvin noted 
how God often applies appropriate signs to things, as with 
the sacraments. The burning bush was the fittest thing 
the Lord could show to Moses, to confirm his faith in his 
present situation. Israel was not unlike a thick bush liable 
to take fire; though they had multiplied greatly God’s 
people were weak and open to all injuries, because their 
success had angered cruel Pharaoh. Like a pile of wood set 
on fire at every corner, there is nothing to keep the Church 
from being consumed to ashes, save that the Lord dwells 
in her midst. The Church is never free from afflictions, and 
believers are fuel for Satan’s fire, but the Lord delivers us 
and defends us from being consumed (Ps. 46:5).

In 1583 ministers and elders of the persecuted 
French Protestants, known as the Huguenots, gathered 
in Vitré, in northwestern France, for their twelfth 
national Synod. Among the matters discussed was 
the need for an official seal that might be affixed to 
their synodical rulings, to declare their authenticity 
and their authority for the individual congregations. 
The Synod adopted the burning bush as its symbol, 
surrounded by the Latin phrase flagror non consumor, 
meaning “I burn, but am not consumed”.

In Scotland the burning bush appeared occasionally 
in the writings of the Covenanters. In 1690, after 'The 
Killing Time' had ended and Presbyterianism had been 
re-established, an Edinburgh printer named George 
Mossman was employed by the Church of Scotland 
to produce copies of the annual Acts of the General 
Assembly. Mossman placed on the title page an image of 
the burning bush, encircled by the Latin phrase nec tamen 
consumebatur, meaning “yet it was not consumed”. Thus 
the burning bush became the familiar symbol of Scottish 
Presbyterianism and of Presbyterianism worldwide.
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TUNES OF THE SCOTTISH PSALTER

Rev. William & Mrs Isobel Scott

(Our Church is blessed with a goodly heritage of worship. 
We accompany our metrical psalms with a wide range of 
tunes, from joyous melodies of praise to solemn, plaintive 
laments. When well-chosen, these tunes direct our 
thoughts to the content of the Scripture we sing, and so 
help us to bring forth true praise to God from the heart: 
“so will we render the calves of our lips” [Hos. 14:2]. As part 
of the ‘Worthy to be Praised’ project, which has produced 
12 volumes of teaching CDs covering 144 tunes from our 
Scottish Psalmody, Mr and Mrs Scott have researched the 
history of the relevant tunes. In the article below, they give 
the histories of some of the tunes which we commonly sing.)

Many of the tunes we use in our psalm-singing 
today have an interesting background, with 
some of them having connections with the 

struggles of the church during the Reformation, 
Covenanting times or the Disruption. Here we look 
briefly at nine familiar tunes, beginning with the oldest 
and ending with the most recent.

Soldau
This tune was included in Geystiliche Gesangk Buchleyn, 
a hymn book published at Wittenberg in 1524 by Luther 
who wrote a foreword for it. The book was edited by 
Johann Walter, an outspoken supporter of the Lutherans 
and a fine composer and musician. Only the melody was 
given. The harmony would have been added at a later 
date. A long metre tune, Soldau is contemplative and 
well-suited to the words of contrition and deep humility 
in Psalm 6 (First Version).

Old 100th
This melody is first found in the French Psalter of 
1551, printed in Geneva, where it was set to Psalm 134. 
However, it is possibly derived from an earlier Dutch 
psalter, published in Antwerp in 1540. Clement Marot 
was one of the early poets who provided the first French 
metrical translations of the psalms. After his death in 
1544 Calvin invited Theodore Beza to continue this 
work, and thirty-four of Beza’s translations were in this 
psalter. The French musician Louis Bourgeois (c.1510-
1559), was very influential in the development of the 
music, adapting popular songs and old Latin hymn 
tunes as well as composing original melodies for the 
new metrical French translations. His name appears 
in the records of the Genevan Council as a singer, paid 
to perform the new psalms and teach choristers. He 
lived in a house provided by the city, which also served 
as a choir school. In 1546, in collaboration with the 

city’s preachers, he drew up a list announcing the 
psalms to be sung. This was printed and posted on the 
church doors. The trained choristers did not entertain 
a silent audience but led the congregational singing. 
Geneva, Old 124th and Old 134th also come from this 
Psalter. Another long metre tune, when it is sung well, 
and especially with the notes of double value at the 
beginning and end of each line, Old 100th lends dignity 
to the words of Psalm 100 (First Version).

French
This well-known tune was first seen in the 1615 Scottish 
Psalter, published in Edinburgh by Andrew Hart. At first 
it was called Dundee, but was described as “a French 
Tune”, and through time French became its accepted 
name. Dundee was known as “The Scottish Geneva”. 
George Wishart (c.1513-1546), when he heard about 
the suffering from the plague in Dundee, went there in 
order to minister and give spiritual comfort to those 
who were dying. French was one of the Psalter’s twelve 
“common tunes”. The harmony may be by Thomas 
Ravenscroft. Other tunes from the 1615 Psalter were 
Abbey, Dunfermline, Martyrs and York. French has a 
dignified simplicity which complements well the words 
of Psalm 121.

St. Mary
This tune, in minor mode, originates in an old Welsh 
Psalter: Prys’ Psalter 1621. Edmund Prys (c.1541-
1624) was Rector of Festiniog and Archdeacon of 
Merioneth. He was a skilful musician, and took part 
in the bardic life of his time. What has made his name 
famous, however, is the translation he made of the 
psalms into free Welsh verse suitable for congregational 
singing. He rejected the classical bardic metres in order 
to make his work suitable for “popular” use. This 
translation appeared first in 1621 and was published 
along with the Welsh Prayer Book. It has remained in 
standard use in Wales until recent times. The source of 
the tunes is uncertain. St. Matthias is from the same 

CHURCH HISTORY

Edmund Prys Memorial Statue, 
St Asaph Cathedral, Wales
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psalter. A plaintive melody, St. Mary is often matched to 
psalms of earnest prayer, such as Psalm 79:8-11.

St. Paul
This tune has been taken from Chalmers’ Collection, 
Aberdeen 1749. Mainzer’s opinion was that it was 
written by William Tait. Around this time the Laird of 
Monymusk, Sir Archibald Grant, paid for the discharge 
of Thomas Channon, an English soldier, stationed 
in Aberdeen after the 1745-46 rebellion, who was 
proficient in the good standards of psalm-singing that 
were found in England. Channon visited the churches in 
the area, taking with him a group of the best singers. He 
abolished “grace notes”; he introduced brisker tempo; 
he restored part-singing by teaching the people to read 
music using the “sol-fa” method, and he encouraged the 
use of a pitch pipe to get the pitch right. Great progress 
was made. Accompanying this revival in psalm-singing 
was the composing of new tunes and the publication of 
different psalm books to teach the people not just the 
new tunes but the old ones as well. Many, if not all, were 
published by a firm called Chalmers. A strong, firm tune, 
St. Paul is often chosen for Psalm 122.

Selma
Robert Archibald Smith (1780-1829) has four other tunes 
in our Psalmody: Invocation, Morven, Hamilton and St. 
Lawrence. At the age of twenty Smith moved to Scotland 
from Reading where his father, a Paisley silk worker, had 
gone to obtain work. He settled in Paisley, and became 
one of the well-known Scottish precentors. He also set 
to music the words of two poets, William Motherwell 
and Robert Tannahill. As well as being precentor for the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Smith was 
appointed precentor in Paisley Abbey and then in St. 
George’s, Edinburgh, where Rev. Andrew Thomson, the 
minister, was also an enthusiastic music lover. Smith’s 
Sacred Harmony published in 1825 was, for a long period, 
the standard book of Church Music in Scotland. Smith 
lived in Melville Place, Edinburgh and is buried in St. 
Cuthbert’s Church. A short metre tune, Selma is simple in 
nature and frequently used to Psalm 67 (First Version).

Torwood
This pentatonic tune (i.e. using only five notes) was 
composed within the ruins of Torwood Castle, near 
Falkirk, by John Turnbull (1804-1844) who was born 
in Paisley. He was a music-seller in Ayr and precented 
in the New Church there and afterwards at St. George’s 
Church, Glasgow. In 1680, in the Tor Wood, Donald 
Cargill pronounced sentence of excommunication 
on King Charles II, his brother James, Duke of York, 
and others who had grievously persecuted those who 
supported the Presbyterian cause. At the same place, 
in 1843, just before the Disruption, Rev. John Bonar, 
minister in Larbert, preached to several thousand 
people on the text, “We ought to obey God rather than 

men”. Torwood is used to Psalm 57 in our Psalmody, and 
the nature of this tune lends it a certain pathos.

Cunningham
Thomas Legerwood Hately (1815-1867) was born 
at Greenlaw in Berwickshire. He was one of the few 
precentors who came out with the Free Church at the 
Disruption of 1843 and was precentor at the first Free 
Church General Assembly. He is included in D.O. Hill’s 
picture of the event. As precentor in the Free High Church, 
Edinburgh, he worked to raise standards of Psalmody and 
Church Music in Scotland. Another of his achievements 
was to notate the old mainland Gaelic tunes which differed 
from those of the islands. The names of his tunes reflect 
his interest in church history. William Cunningham D.D. 
was of great influence around the time of the Disruption 
(some believe that this tune was written in response to a 
request by Rabbi Duncan for a tune to suits words he had 
written on Cunningham’s death), but there was another 
Cunningham, James, who lived in Greenlaw where Hately 
himself was born. In a time of animosity to the Free 
Church when it was trying to build churches for its people, 
James Cunningham, an architect and road surveyor with 
the county, gave valuable assistance to the minister in 
nearby Westruther, showing a disregard for any personal 
consequences that might follow. With his help, the people 
(against whom sites and all building materials were being 
denied), were able to put up a building that lasted them 
ten years before being replaced by a more solid stone 
building. Hately also wrote Glencairn and Leuchars, 
both of which have names connected with Covenanting 
times. A melody that combines solemnity and joy in 
equal parts, Cunningham is an appropriate choice for the 
prayerful, yet confident, words of Psalm 116.

Ericstane
Major Robert Greig (1846-1924), composer of this 
beautiful pentatonic melody, grew up among men 
and women who had come through the conflict of the 
Disruption. He was passionate about the principles of 
the Free Church, and in the later conflict of 1900 he allied 
himself with the minority who resolved to continue the 
Free Church. While still in his teens Greig joined the 
Army and retired as a Major. He attended St. Columba’s 
congregation, and was a well-respected elder. Music was 
his favourite hobby and he was especially interested in the 
work of the Psalmody Committee. In 1910 he produced 
the Free Church Psalmody which met with success at the 
time. Some others of his tunes were included but only 
Ericstane has survived to the present. Ericstane, near 
Moffat, was the birthplace of Rev. David Welsh, the retiring 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland General Assembly 
in 1843, who read the protest by which the Free Church 
of Scotland separated itself from the state. Ericstane is a 
lovely air which would suit the closing verses of Psalm 27, 
where David acknowledges how his faith has sustained 
him and encourages others to “wait on the Lord”.
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Gunpowder, Treason and Plot: 
The gruesome story of Guy 
Fawkes
Clive Anderson, DayOne 
Publications, pbk, 144pp, £7.00

The name of Guy Fawkes is 
well known to all, and even as 
children many of us took part 

in the ritual of bonfire night, without 
really understanding much of what lay behind the plot to 
blow up the houses of Parliament, and the Royal Family.

This book tries to explain what lay behind this act of 
sabotage, namely a plot to rid England of Protestantism 
and replace it with Roman Catholicism. There are brief 
biographies of the main players, including of course 
Guy Fawkes, who seemingly was an explosives expert, 
and had been recruited by Robert Catesby, the one 
acknowledged as leader of the plot. Following the 
failure of the plot, Romanism was hated more than ever 
in the land, and fresh laws were passed that brought 
Catholics under “the iron rule of the government”.

Each chapter begins with a text of Scripture, and 
the book concludes with a sermon by C.H. Spurgeon on 
Isaiah 54:17. It is difficult to assess this book, but as an 
entry-level title in DayOne’s ‘History Today’ series, it 
would be useful for teenagers or anyone interested in 
the background of the ‘Gunpowder Plot’.
Rev. Kenneth Macdonald

Daily Thoughts from Samuel Rutherford
Reformation Press, pbk, 98pp £6.45, Kindle 
e-book version £2.95, available from Reformation 
Press, Lulu, Amazon

Samuel Rutherford’s letters are 
well-known since they were 
first published in 1664 and 

many have found spiritual comfort 
from them. Principal John Macleod 
said of them, “most remarkable 
series of devotional letters that the 
literature of the Reformed Church 
can show”. C.H. Spurgeon said, 
“What a wealth of spiritual ravishment we have here!”

In the Providence of God three hundred and sixty 
five letters have been preserved and been collected 
together. It is from these letters that the daily thoughts 
come. Each day there is a brief thought(s) for the 
reader to meditate upon until the next day!

The thought for July 14th is typical, impressing upon 
the reader to be whole-heartedly in love with Christ, “As 
a child cannot hold two apples in his little hand, but the 
one putteth the other out of its room (place), so neither 
can we be masters and lords of two loves. Letter 195.”

The punctuation has been modernised and since 
Rutherford used Scots words and phrases extensively, 
explanations of these are given in brackets. Well worth 
purchasing and reading.
Rev. Andrew R. Allan

Revelation: The Lectio Continua 
Expository Commentary on the 
New Testament
Joel R Beeke, RHB, 
hbk, 601pp, £32.00

Seldom have I read a commentary 
through from beginning to end; 
I tend to use them as reference 

books. But this one is different. It is 
readable, enlightening and practical. The series aims to 
provide expository commentaries by seasoned pastor-
scholars. Dr Beeke first preached through the book 
and then provided his commentary almost as a book of 
sermons. A section of a chapter, and sometimes a whole 
chapter, is taken and expounded. He writes clearly, simply 
and edifyingly. The reader is challenged at various points 
to self-examination. I found it a blessing to my soul.

Revelation is a difficult book but here you will find 
careful exposition that is biblical and wise. Excessive 
speculation is avoided. The overall impression is one 
of the victory of Christ and His people. In dark days, 
such as our own, the message is very encouraging. He 
tends to follow in the footsteps of William Hendriksen’s 
excellent commentary, More than Conquerors.

There is always a measure of uncertainty in predicting 
the future. Beeke takes an A-millennial approach, though 
of the optimistic variety (expecting the Jews as a people 
to be converted to Christ before the second coming). 
Probably most of us would be mildly Post-millennial. 
This affects the exposition of Revelation 20. Also with 
the majority of the Reformers and Puritans I would take 
Babylon, the harlot of Revelation 17, as Rome, the church 
of the antichrist, the opposite of the bride of Christ, 
rather than simply the world in its opposition to God.

Despite these minor objections, I warmly 
recommend this book as a key to unlocking the 
mysteries of Revelation.
Rev. William Macleod

BOOK
REVIEWS

For readers without Internet access, copies of Preserving 
a Reformed Heritage: The Free Church of Scotland in the 
20th Century by John W Keddie, which was reviewed in 
the February issue, are available directly from the Author, 
for £13.95 including postage in the UK. Please write to:
Scottish Reformed Heritage Publications,
19 Newton Park, Kirkhill, Inverness-shire IV5 7QB



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
27 Morison Avenue, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2HQ
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Feb 2017
£

3,000
3,318
4,000
2,800
1,569

14,687

0
3,000
1,000
4,000
8,000

1,063
1,800

0
3,000
4,300
3,000
2,500
3,000

18,663

3,928
2,700
2,600
2,100
3,600

11,917
26,845

2,900
800

3,010
3,000
3,000

12,710

1,000

81,905

4,039
0

85,944

0
85,944

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2018

£

0
1,628

0
0
0

1,628

180
0
0
0

180

70
0
0

3,399
0

1,699
0
0

5,168

0
0
0

460
0

645
1,105

1,086
0

95
0
0

1,181

0

9,262

0
0

9,262

0
9,262

Total to Feb 2018
£

3,000
3,752
4,000
2,900
1,600

15,252

0
3,000
1,000
2,000
6,000

1,119
1,600

100
3,000
3,400
3,200
4,000
2,000

18,419

5,636
2,900
2,829
2,100
3,600

15,040
32,105

2,900
1,900

300
3,000
3,000

11,100

1,000

83,876

5,978
0

89,854

0
89,854

Feb 2018
£

1,500
1,514
2,000
1,450

700
7,164

0
3,000
1,000
2,000
6,000

365
800

0
1,500
1,500
1,600
2,000
2,000
9,765

3,782
1,500
1,100
1,050
1,800
8,900

18,132

1,450
900
150

1,500
1,500
5,500

0

46,561

1,933
0

48,494

0
48,494

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
April:           May     June
1    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores        6     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s 3     Tarbat
8    North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis        13  Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &  10  Columbia, Poolewe & Aultbea
15  Aberdeen, Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville              Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl 17  Bracadale, Brora
22  Atlanta, Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath       20  Rothesay    24  Kiltearn    
29  Glasgow–Partick



“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”

Isaiah 55:11
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The Partick Congregation tracting in the west end 
of Glasgow (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)


