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What we believe about the universe and 
man’s place in it has a great effect upon us. 
How can we know if there is any ultimate 
purpose or meaning to our lives?

“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” (Psalm 8:3,4)

Do you believe in creation? Look into the night 
sky and there you behold the glory of God! 
And you see it in everything that is made! The 

beautiful landscapes, featuring majestic mountains, 
forests and rivers; the infinite variety of plants and 
animals, with their shapes, colours, fragrances and 
sounds. And that is just the things we can see with 
the naked eye! Do you not say with the psalmist in the 
Bible: “O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches” 
(Psalm 104:24)?

A lot of people mock at creation today, including 
many scientists and of course every atheist. Some say 
it is impossible to know the truth and others simply 
ignore the matter altogether. But we cannot escape 
the subject. For one reason, creation confronts us 
continually, bearing witness to us, speaking to our 

conscience. For another, we will die one day, and then 
the truth about creation will be unavoidable. Sadly for 
many, it may be truth understood too late.

How Creation Happened
The Bible opens with this statement: “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 
Creation means that “things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear” (Hebrews 11:3). 
Whatever is visible to us, whether to our naked eye or 
through a telescope or microscope, was made out of 
nothing and not from material already existing. In the 
beginning there was no universe, no planets, no earth, 
no rocks, no minerals, no molecules, no atoms – only 
God. He is the Creator of all!

How was everything created? It was by the Word 
of God. By a sovereign command, representing His 
powerful, invincible will, God brought all things into 
being. “For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, 
and it stood fast” (Psalm 33:9). The Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose name is the Word, was central in the work of 
creation. “All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3).

When was everything created? It was over a period 
of six days. On the first day the earth was “without 
form, and void” (Genesis 1:2) but by the sixth day God 
had produced the variety and complexity of landforms 

CONSIDERING CREATION
Rev. David M. Blunt



and living things. He created the 
light, sky, seas, sun, moon and 
stars. Finally He made man, His 
greatest creature, male and female 
and “in his own image” (Genesis 
1:27). In God’s eyes it was all “very 
good” (Genesis 1:31), there being 
no disease, suffering or death.

Why was everything created? 
It was for God’s glory and praise. 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were 
created” (Revelation 4:11). It was also to our benefit, 
for “the earth hath he given to the children of men” 
(Psalm 115:16). God fitted out this world as a dwelling 
place for man as one would fit out a house in order that 
it might be lived in.

The Evidence for Creation
Do we not see a marvellous order and harmony in our 
universe? A mighty intelligence is surely behind it all. 
Chance could not produce even a simple organism, 
however long it might be given. In fact there is no 
such thing as a ‘simple’ organism; the single cell is 
an extraordinarily complicated structure, a sort of 
‘factory’ with intricate molecular ‘machines’ working 
continually to maintain life, preserve health, produce 
growth and enable reproduction.

Despite all the thinking that is done by experts, and 
all the experiments which are carried out by scientists, 
the origin of the universe can never be discovered by 
such efforts. The explanation for it is already to hand, 
for God has made known the truth of creation in the 
Scriptures, which man rejects to his own confusion 
and peril. We receive the doctrine of creation by faith 
in God’s inspired and infallible Word. It is satisfying to 
reason and consistent with the known facts of science.

What is the greatest, most convincing and 
compelling evidence for creation? You are! The 
psalmist said: “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well.” (Psalm 139:14). Our 

conscience tells us the same. We 
are not here by accident but by 
God’s design. We are far more than 
flesh and blood, as the Bible shows 
us. “And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) We have 
a mind, a will and affections. We 
have a spiritual resemblance to 
our Creator and can appreciate His 
handiworks.

What Creation Means for Us
Creation is a foundation of the Christian faith, for so 
much rests upon it. Without creation the Christian 
teaching on sin and salvation has little (if any) meaning. 
If creation is not true then there is no Creator whose 
law is supreme.

Because we are moral creatures we are responsible 
for our actions and accountable to God for them. 
We can never escape from that reality, though many 
try to, foolishly attempting to convince themselves 
that there is no God (Psalm 14:1) and believing in 
evolution instead. The promotion of this alternative 
theory for the existence of our universe has resulted 
in a devaluing of human life and made practices such 
as abortion and euthanasia acceptable, which were 
unthinkable before.

One thing which testifies to man’s dignity and his 
status far above all other forms of life is his desire to 
worship. It seems that we must all have a god! It can 
be a formal religion or some other belief. It may be our 
family, work, possessions, recreations or pleasures. It 
is whatever we devote most importance to. In the end 
it is always self.

Such worship is of course idolatry. Something has 
happened to God’s perfect creation. The Bible records 
how sin entered in and man became a fallen creature. 
His actions are now evil; “there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one” (Romans 3:12). His very heart is corrupt 
and He cannot change it. What does it all mean? It 
means that you and I are in need of salvation!

“Something has 
happened to God’s 
perfect creation. 
The Bible records 
how sin entered in 
and man became 
a fallen creature.”

Considering Creation
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ARE YOU GOOD?

We have all heard of the Ten Commandments 
which are found in the Bible. But do we 
know what message they have for us on the 
way to eternity?

“They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one.” (Romans 3:12)

Are you good? “Yes”, you say. How did you come 
to that answer? By what standard did you 
measure yourself? Did you compare yourself to 

someone you know? “I am not like them”, you say. The 
truth is that most people think they are good, because 
they believe they haven’t done anything really wrong 
–  certainly not like others they know! If you compare 
yourselves to others you might come to the conclusion 
that you are good, but are you a good person by God’s 
standards?

God’s Standards
What are God’s standards? By what standards does 
God judge whether we are good? God has given us His 
standards in the Ten Commandments. What are they?
1) Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
2) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.
3) Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.
4) Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
5) Honour thy father and thy mother.
6) Thou shalt not kill.
7) Thou shalt not commit adultery.
8) Thou shalt not steal.
9) Thou shalt not bear false witness.
10) Thou shalt not covet.

The Ten Commandments are found in full in the 
Bible in Exodus 20:1-17. In Matthew 22:36-40 Jesus 
summarised these ten commandments in two. “Master, 
which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Measuring Ourselves
These are the standards we are to measure ourselves 
against. Have you loved anything or anyone more than 
God? If you answered “Yes”, then you are guilty of 
idolatry, which is a breaking of the first commandment. 
Have you ever had hatred in your heart towards 
someone? If you said “Yes”, God says that you are guilty 
of murder and have broken the sixth commandment: 

“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him.” (1 John 3:15) Have you ever had lust in your 
heart? If you answered “Yes”, then know that you have 
broken the seventh commandment and are guilty of 
adultery: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto 
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart.” (Matthew 5:27,28)

Have you ever lied? Have you ever stolen? If you said 
“Yes” to these, this makes you a liar and a thief. Does this 
sound like you are good? In fact the Bible states that if 
you break even just one of these commandments you 
are guilty of breaking all of the commandments. “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10) Let me 
ask you again, in the light of God’s standards: Are you 
good? No, you are not. You stand guilty before a Holy 
God, who must punish sin, otherwise He would not 
be just. But you are not alone in your guilt, for all have 
broken the commandments of God. “For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). All 
mankind since the beginning of time have sinned and 
are therefore guilty and deserving of Hell, as we read in 
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death...”.

Rev. James Haram
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Good News
That’s the BAD NEWS. But there is GOOD NEWS too. 
The verse continues: “but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord”. The Bible also tells 
us: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Those 
who repent of their sins and believe on Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, those who trust in Him to take away the 
guilt of their sins, are declared innocent by God: “being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). They are given 
a new nature: “And such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 
(1 Corinthians 6:11) They are adopted into the family 
of God: “having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 

good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:5). They are 
given eternal life: “and I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:28)

Christ’s Righteousness
It is not the goodness of the Christian that makes 
the way to heaven possible, for all have gone astray. 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everyone to his own way...” (Isaiah 53:6). Rather it 
is the goodness of Christ, His perfect obedience to 
God and perfect righteousness before God, that is 
given to the Christian, as if it were their own. “And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be 
imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for our justification.” 
(Romans 4:22-25)

This goodness is for those who will believe and put 
their trust in Jesus Christ. You are not good, but Christ’s 
goodness is freely offered to you through the gospel, 
that if you will believe and trust upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you will be saved. “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

Sin is something the Bible says a lot about 
– although many do not want to hear of it. 
Yet unless we understand what sin is we 
will never appreciate God’s salvation and 
why we so desperately need it.

“Against thee, thee only, have I sinned” (Psalm 51:4)

On Tuesday 10 April, Asma Yaqoob was working 
late into the evening. Asma, a 25-year-old 
Christian, was a bridal beautician, and she was 

helping a woman get herself ready for her wedding 
the following day. At about 11pm she was called out 

of the house in Sihalkot, Pakistan; she was told her 
brother was asking to see her. But when she came 
to the garden gate, she met an angry Muslim man, 
Rizwan Gujjar, who had been trying to pressurize 
Asma to convert to Islam and marry him.

It seems that Asma refused him. When she did so, 
he pulled out a bottle of acid, and threw the chemical 
over her, and then set her on fire. The family from the 
house came running out, and managed to extinguish 
the flames, but Asma’s injuries were horrific. She 
was rushed to hospital, but nothing could be done 
to save her life. On the Lord’s Day (Sunday) 22 April, 
she died.

WHAT IS SIN?
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

“This goodness is 
for those who will 
believe and put their 
trust in Jesus Christ.”

Are You Good?



Destroying God's Image
Sin is not a word we use very often. It can sound 
harsh and judgmental. But some things are sins. 
Rizwan Gujjar’s actions destroyed Asma’s beauty and 
took away her life. By any measure, he committed a 
terrible sin. You and I can agree: he is a sinner.

But here is the problem – you have done the 
same thing! It is true you have never poured acid 
over someone’s face. But the Bible teaches that, as a 
human being, you are created “in the image of God” 
(Genesis 9:6). And you have destroyed that image.

God made you to be honest – and you have told 
lies. God made you to love – and you have hated 
other people. God made you to serve Him – and you 
have served only yourself. God made you to be like 
Himself, and you have chosen 
to despise His law, break His 
commandments, and pursue 
your own pleasure. If you 
look honestly at your desires, 
your motives, your thoughts, 
words and actions, you must 
conclude – “I am a sinner as 
well.”

Sin brings Death
And that is the conclusion of the Bible about you 
and about every other person: “For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
The corrosion of your sin has poured over your God-
given moral purity, destroying it beyond repair.

And the result of that sin is evident: “The wages 
of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Asma lingered on in 
hospital, her beauty horribly destroyed, for nearly 
two weeks before she died. Your life is the same. 
Your God-given beauty has been destroyed by your 
own actions and now you linger, dying – just as 

every human being in this world is slowly but surely 
approaching the day of their death.

Rizwan Gujjar has been arrested and charged 
with Asma’s murder. Sadly, under sharia law, it is 
likely that Asma’s family will be pressurized into 
withdrawing the charge against him in return for a 
monetary bribe. Gujjar may not be punished in this 
life, but there is a greater Judgment to come. God, 
who knows all things, will judge him. And God will 
judge you. You have earned death, and punishment, 
and eternal condemnation.

What we all Deserve
You may be less of a sinner than Rizwan Gujjar, but 
still, you are guilty. You have sinned. You have earned 

a place in Hell. You need the 
forgiveness of God. Nothing 
else will do. The Bible says: 
“Prepare to meet thy God” 
(Amos 4:12).

This magazine is called 
‘Good News’. And it brings 
you the best news that could 
ever be imagined. There is 

forgiveness available, freely offered in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The guilty sinner is summoned to the 
guiltless Saviour, the one who has earned Hell to 
the One who has earned Heaven, the broken to the 
infinitely beautiful. Sin earns death, but there is One 
who died for sinners.

Come to the Lord Jesus, turn from your sins, and 
find forgiveness, and cleansing, and new hope, and 
everlasting life in Him. “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 
1:18).

“You have sinned. You 
have earned a place 
in Hell. You need the 
forgiveness of God.”

Q. 14. What is sin?
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.

(The Shorter Catechism)

What is Sin?

Good News 7
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When a man from Iraq read about Jesus 
in the Quran he was intrigued and wanted 
to know more. When he read the Bible he 
realized that Jesus is the Son of God who 
died on the cross for sinners, and he became 
a Christian.

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief.” (1 Timothy 1:15)

Early Years

Iwas born and raised in a conservative Muslim 
family. Ever since I was ten years old I’ve been 
reading the Quran on a daily basis and performing 

my Islamic duties such as fasting and prayer. Then 
when I was twelve, I started going to the Friday prayer 
at the mosque next door every week.

As years passed by, my knowledge in Islam increased. 
I was extremely religious but I had no true relationship 
with the God I was worshipping; for I always had felt 
that there’s a barrier separating me from God. That’s 
why I tried to reach him by performing those duties 
such as prayer and fasting.

A Void Within
In spite of my religiousness, I felt that there was a great 
void within me filling me completely. I never knew what 
my fate was after death, for I worshipped God on the 
outside only. But on the inside, I was a slave to many bad 
habits and lusts. I couldn’t break free from those habits 
by fasting, praying or trying to lead a spiritual life. What 
I truly needed was a heavenly force which would free 
me and break me loose from the bondage of sin.

Through reading the Quran I discovered the 
greatness and uniqueness of our Lord “Isa (Jesus)” the 
Christ. He was wonderful and magnificent, for he’s the 
Word of God, a Spirit of God and our intercessor in this 

life and the life to come. He is close to God, he is the 
pure sinless child, he came to this world miraculously, 
for he was born of a Blessed Virgin untouched by man. 
Add to all that the fact that he lived a life free of sin and 
lusts – for the Quran says that all Prophets have sinned 
and ask for forgiveness from God, that is except for our 
master “Isa (Jesus)” the Christ. The Quran also says that 
he performed great miracles unmatched by anyone else. 
All of that made me wonder: Who is this “Isa (Jesus)”? 
Is he a mere Prophet? Or is he something greater? Why 
has the Quran given him all these privileges?

The People of the Book
With all the confusion I had I thought I ought to 
search for the truth no matter what it would cost! So I 
endeavoured on reading the Quran from beginning to 
end deeply. That was when I came upon a verse there, 
“If thou wert in doubt as to what We have revealed 
unto thee then ask those who have been reading the 
Book from before thee: the Truth hath indeed come to 
thee from thy Lord: so be in no wise of those in doubt.” 
(Quran, Yunus 10:94, Yusuf Ali’s translation).

This verse was the key of answering all my 
questions and removing all my doubts. So I wondered, 
who are those who were reading “the Book” before the 
Muslims?

The answer came to me from the Quran itself! 
Those are the Jews and Christians – for the Quran calls 
them “the People of the Book” because they have the 
Torah and the Injeel (Gospel), and the Quran orders 
every Muslim who doesn’t understand it to go back to 
the Torah and the Injeel (Gospel).

Jesus and His Sacrifice
That very day, I hurriedly bought a copy of the Holy Bible. 
I started reading it. In it I felt that the words of our Lord 
“Isa (Jesus)” cannot be the words of men, for no man or 
prophet dare say that he is the Way, Truth and Life, and 

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
Monthir Abdulatiff
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From Darkness to Light

“no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6); also, “I 
am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.” (John 8:12) I decided that 
I should study the life of our Lord 
“Isa (Jesus)” the Christ in more 
depth, for I was overwhelmed by 
great passion to know more about 
his unique character.

I read in the Holy Bible that our 
Lord “Isa (Jesus)” the Christ came to the world to save 
man from sin, and to set him free from bondage to the 
Devil. I realized the truth of the Gospel in my personal life, 
and I found in the sinless person of our Lord “Isa (Jesus)” 
the Christ and in his sacrifice the solution to the problem 
of sin in my life. For in his crucifixion is the atonement 
for all my sins and iniquities. I decided to seek him and 
his precious blood for shelter because he is the one who 
died instead of me and shed his holy blood for me!

I couldn’t achieve salvation on my own, not by doing 
good works or my duties or anything else for that 
matter. So I decided to submit my life to him. On that 

very day, I bowed my head and 
asked the Lord to forgive me my 
transgressions. Finally, I accepted 
Jesus as my Saviour.

With kind permission: 
Arabic Bible Outreach 

Ministry 
www.arabicbible.com

Jesus is the Son of God:
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.” (John 1:18).

Jesus died for our sins:
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

Jesus rose from the dead:
“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen” (Revelation 1:18).

“I couldn’t achieve 
salvation on my 
own, not by doing 
good works or my 
duties or anything 
else for that matter.”

We all have beliefs of some sort, and many 
have religious beliefs. But can we say that 
we have saving faith in Jesus Christ, such 
that all our sins are pardoned?

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14)

When God sends His judgment upon a nation 
it is always on account of sin. We read in 
the Bible of how the children of Israel 

sinned against God by despising the provision of 
food that God had made for them in the wilderness, 
saying, “our soul loatheth this light bread” (Numbers 
21:5).

As a judgment God sent fiery serpents among them. 
Anyone bitten by these fiery serpents would eventually 
die through the poison that would run through their 
bodies.

God then commanded Moses to make a brazen 
serpent and to set it upon a pole so that it could be 
seen by all of the camp of Israel. Anyone bitten by these 
fiery serpents could look to that brazen serpent and be 
healed of the condition into which they had brought 
themselves by sinning against God. The brazen serpent 
revealed God’s mercy.

LOOKING AND BELIEVING
Rev. Calum Smith

Poisoned by Sin
The sin of Israel in rebelling against God is what is true 
of all mankind as we are by nature. Very soon after God 
created Adam and Eve they too began to show their 
dissatisfaction with God’s provision for them.



Salvation Received by Faith
The brazen serpent God provided was raised up among 
the camp of Israel. The people were told that when 
they would look to that brazen serpent they would 
be healed. Christ explains that ‘look’ as a believing on 
Himself.

It is one thing for God to make such great provision 
for us through Jesus Christ in the Gospel, and to know 
that the provision is there. However, we must look to 
that provision by faith, believing personally on Christ.

Many people know about Jesus Christ. They know 
that He was born in Bethlehem. They know that He 
went about doing good, and gave wise teaching as to 
how we are to live our lives.

However, the only way that we can come into 
possession of salvation is by looking and believing 
on Christ. To look away from Christ is to despise the 
only provision which God ever made by which we poor 
sinners can be saved. It is to die eternally in our sins.

The Apostle Paul says, “how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3) He is saying 
that this is the only way to be saved. There is no other 
way, no other name, no other provision for us: it is by 
looking and believing on Jesus Christ.

John the Baptist proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 
1:29) Look by faith to Jesus Christ and be saved!

God had made man upright (Ecclesiastes 7:29). 
As the Shorter Catechism tells us, “God created man 
male and female, after his own image, in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the 
creatures.” (Q/A 10) God placed Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden, in the most favourable conditions.

However, there was one thing in the garden which 
God chose to withhold from our first parents. God said 
to Adam: “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:16,17)

Who came in then to cast doubts into their minds 
about this particular tree but the devil, in the guise of a 
serpent. As Eve focused on this tree she began to become 
dissatisfied with God’s provision for her. Through her, 
Adam, who was our Covenant Head and Representative, 
was poisoned with the devil's venomous lies and sinned, 
and we all become poisoned sinners.

Salvation Provided in Christ
As the brazen serpent was raised up to heal the children 
of Israel from the poisonous venom when they were 
bitten by fiery serpents, so the lifting up of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of man, heals men from the poison of sin.

In both cases there is a provision made which 
corresponds to the source of the poison. The brazen 
serpent corresponds to the fiery serpents and the Son 
of man corresponds to sinful men.

The eternal Son of God became the Son of man by 
taking our nature, or as we read in the Epistle to the 
Romans, “God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3). Christ had no sin of His 
own, but He took upon Himself the sins of sinners and 
died the death that sinners deserve to die.

The source behind the lifting up of Christ was the 
wonderful love of God towards hell-deserving sinners 
who are full of the poison of sin. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Jesus went willingly 
to Calvary and was crucified. He laid down His perfect 
life that we might have eternal life.

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ?
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest 

upon him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

(The Shorter Catechism)

Looking and Believing
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Q. 87. What is repentance unto life?
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out 

of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in 
Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, 

with full purpose of, and endeavour after, new obedience.

(The Shorter Catechism)

Good News 11

REPENT AND BELIEVE
There is no salvation without repentance of 
sin, yet there is much confusion about the 
subject. Is repentance simply regret for the 
bad things we have done? What does the 
Bible say?

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:1,2)

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

The Bible is full of warnings which tell us that we 
must repent. But what does it mean to repent?

A Picture of Repentance
Let me give you an example. Imagine you’re driving 
down an unfamiliar, lonely two-lane road and you see 
a sign that says, “Road Closed 1 Mile Ahead”. You think 
to yourself, “That looks like an old sign that somebody 
forgot to put away: I can probably ignore it.”

Pretty soon you see another sign that says, “Road 
Closed 1/2 Mile Ahead”. Frustrated at the highway 
department for leaving so many signs around, you 
continue driving. Cresting a slight hill, you come upon 
temporary barriers which have been placed across 
the road, and as you slow to a stop you see why the 
signs were there. A bridge has been washed out by 
a flooded stream, and there is no way to continue 
driving without plunging into the raging torrent 
below.

At that point, you “repent”; you decide that driving 
forward doesn’t make sense anymore, and you turn 
around and head back the other way. Then you begin 
to wonder, “What if I had driven this road in the dark? 
What if I hadn’t seen the barrier in time to stop?”

Jesus said that we never know when we’re going to 
reach the end of our road here on earth, and that we 
need to repent in order to be ready for what’s after 
this life. 

“There were present at that season some that told 
him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto 
them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners 
above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower 
in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
(Luke 13:1-5)

What do we need to Repent of?
1. We need to realize that living our way (as opposed 
to God’s way) leads to eternal separation from Him in 
the Lake of Fire.

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8).

2. We need to agree with God that we are sinners who 
need to be forgiven.

“Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee.” (Acts 8:22)

3. We need to remove our trust from any religion, 
work, or other person – and put our trust completely 
in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and rose again.

“Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Acts 20:21)

What’s next? When we turn from our way to God’s way 
and put our trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, our lives 
will reflect the change of direction.

“Repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance” (Acts 26:20).

With kind permission: Moments With The Book
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Where can we find real freedom? It is not 
in following a man-made religion but in 
knowing God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died to save sinners.

“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” (John 8:32)

Ever since the Lord in His goodness rescued me 
from the clutches of Roman Catholicism, it is my 
earnest prayer that He use me to alert as many 

Roman Catholics as I am able to reach, to the dangers 
of Romanism.

Peter not a Pope
Not very long ago, while I was still a Roman Catholic, 
I was sorting out some old papers I had accumulated 
in a shoebox, and I came across a Catholic Church 
Sunday Bulletin. It was only about two years old and 
I had kept it because it was from the church in which I 
had been married. In glancing at it, my eyes fell upon 
a paragraph and I paused to read it. It said that if we 
read the testimony of the Acts of the Apostles and the 
writings of the early fathers, we would see that Peter 
himself and his successors in the Papal Office from 
the very beginning, exercised authoritative leadership 
over the church, etc., etc. – it became worse as I read 
on.

Something inside me strongly urged me to get out 
my old Catholic Bible and find the particular passage 
in Acts that would show Peter in the Papal Office. I 
searched and searched and a strange thing happened. 
I read Acts from beginning to end and could not find 
Peter in the Papal Office. I was stunned. I just could not 
believe it. Several weeks went by but somehow this 
upsetting incident never left my mind. I took a part 
time job in our apartment complex and there I made 
the acquaintance of a fine Christian lady who sensed 
my interest in churches. She presented me with a 
copy of the New Testament which was to become my 
passport to freedom as I would soon find out.

More Amazing Discoveries
I read and read and I could not believe my eyes. The 
reason being that although I always believed the Bible 
to be The Book, I never really sat down to read it. I just 
believed that whatever the Roman Catholic Church 
taught us was the Word of God. So you can understand 
why I was so shocked after I read the entire New 
Testament. Masters at deception is a pretty strong 
phrase to use. However, I am at a loss for a better one to 
describe my feelings toward Romanism. With horror, I 
suddenly realized that the present state which I was in 
would lead me straight to Hell with no stops along the 
way. Here are just a few things I learned from the New 
Testament:

1. We gain eternal salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ when we accept Him as our personal Saviour (1 
John 5:11,12) – not by works such as penance, fasting, 
observance of Holy days, etc. See Ephesians 2:8,9.

2. There is no mediator between God and man, save 
Jesus Christ. This means no Pope, priest, departed 
saints, or anyone else they feel is qualified to make 
intercession for us. See 1 Timothy 2:5.

3. Nowhere in the New Testament did the early 
Christians line up for confession. Confession is to God 
alone (Luke 5:21). Our sins are always against God and 
not against the priest. The priest cannot take God’s 
place and forgive or retain sins, nor for that matter 
even ask God to forgive someone else’s sins because 
the priest, himself being a mortal, has his own sins to 
be concerned about.

4. There is no such place as Purgatory. Purgatory 
is a fictitious place conveniently used by the Catholic 
Church for extorting money from believing, trusting 
and unsuspecting people. I beg you – do not give 
another penny in masses for the dead. Our eternal 
destiny is sealed before we die.

5. Jesus Christ is the “Rock” in Matthew 16:18 – not 
Peter. See 1 Corinthians 10:4 and 1 Peter 2:4-8. As 
you read your Bible, you will find many more verses 
attesting to the fact that Jesus is the Rock. Whom do 
you choose to believe? God or the Pope?

MY PASSPORT TO FREEDOM
Jeanne Lunkowski
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“I cannot thank Jesus 
enough for shedding 
His Precious Blood 
for me”

6. God hates and I repeat 
hates, idolatry. Yet, idolatry is 
practised in Romanism as if it 
were most pleasing in God’s 
sight. Our Lord has no intention 
of sharing His Glory with plaster 
statues. Read your Bibles!

Taught by the Holy Spirit
I could go on and on but the above is sufficient for a 
starter. After I decided to obey the Word of God rather 
than that of the Pope, I accepted Jesus as my Saviour.

As a former Roman Catholic, I believed everything I 
was taught until the Holy Spirit urged me to search the 
scriptures (Acts 17:11) the day I found the RC Church 

bulletin. As a Catholic, I was 
spiritually dead because deep 
down I knew I could never attain 
Heaven. I could never be good 
enough to see God. Eternal life 
is attained by faith only. This is 
His gift to His sinful children, 
delivered by Jesus on Calvary.

To see the truth as revealed by the Holy Spirit (Christ’s 
Vicar on earth) is one of the most beautiful experiences 
we can ever hope for in this life. I cannot thank Jesus 
enough for shedding His Precious Blood for me, and so I 
wanted to share with you what I have found.

With kind permission: Moments With The Book

THE ROBBER
Are there many ways to heaven, as some 
believe? The Bible teaches us that there is 
only one way, but it is a sure way, whatever 
our past life may have been.

“And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily 
I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 
(Luke 23:42,43)

Let me introduce you to a criminal who is now 
in Heaven. He was a robber. He knew about 
Christianity, but rejected it as a young man: he had 

“better things to do”. He got into bad company, indeed 
into crime. One day he and a companion were caught, 
and then tried and sentenced to death. However, 
happily for him, he found himself crucified, not only 
next to another robber, but next to Jesus Christ. What 
a strange place for him to meet Christ – crucified on a 
hill outside Jerusalem!

At last the robber could avoid Jesus no more. Death 
was staring him in the face, but Jesus was looking at 
him, talking to him. The robber could do nothing but 
listen to Christ. It was too late to attend worship, too 
late to be baptised, too late to read the Bible, too late 
to give money to the church or do works of charity, 
too late to reform himself and lead a better life. But it 
was not too late to pray to the Lord Jesus, to “call upon 
the name of the Lord” and be saved (Romans 10:13). 
It was not too late to repent of his sins, not too late to 
trust himself to the Saviour, not too late to confess his 
faith in Christ publicly (Romans 10:9).

Do not leave this great matter too late. Remember, 
only one robber was saved, not both. Only one, so 
that we might not despair when we come to die, after 

such a dreadful life. But only one, so that we may not 
presume that we can leave all this until the last minute. 
Now is the time to seek the Lord, not tomorrow...which 
may never come. One robber dies wanting to follow 
Christ into glory, and one does not. One has the grace 
to believe in the Saviour, and one dies in his sins, 
seeing nothing but death and despair. Christ makes the 
difference.

It is late in the day when this robber makes his 
‘enabled choice’. The door of heaven is still open, and 
Christ is still receiving sinners (Luke 15:2). Has He 
received you? Have you the prayer of the dying robber? 
We are all dying, but there is eternal life in Christ. “Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near” (Isaiah 55:6).

Rev. James Clark

My Passport to Freedom
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Whether we are young or old, our lives are 
heading swiftly to their close – yet none of 
us can say how or when our end will come. 
Are we ready for our dying day?

“O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they 
would consider their latter end!” (Deuteronomy 32:29)

On the day of your death, do you think you will 
wake up knowing that it is your last day? No 
matter how much we try to extend our lives 

with regular exercise, a nutritious diet, and the best 
medical care, our ‘last day’ will still come, and often 
without warning. How many people, minutes before a 
fatal crash, can even imagine what the moments ahead 
will contain? And of those who stare death in the face 
for a second or two before it comes, how many do 
you suppose have time to turn their thoughts to God 
for salvation? Are they not rather in extreme terror, 
or suffering, frantically seeking a way out of calamity, 
desperately trying to escape destruction?

Are You Ready?
Tragedy most often strikes unexpectedly, without 
warning. It comes as a shock, abruptly cutting off 
pleasure and comfort, and shatters the normal course 
of life. “As the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as 
the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons 
of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly 
upon them” (Ecclesiastes 9:12). Tragedy “cometh 
suddenly at an instant” (Isaiah 30:13).

God in His mercy has not left us without warning 
concerning our eternal destiny, and pleads for sinners 
to repent. “Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 
out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you.” (Proverbs 1:23). “Today if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.” (Hebrews 4:7)

You only live today. The past is gone, and the future 
is unknown, making the present the only time you are 
sure to have. If you are ever to turn to God from your 
sin it will not be tomorrow, for tomorrow never comes. 
Now is the only time you have! “Now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 
6:2). “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1)

Standing before God
Do you imagine that one day you will wake up and say, 
“Today is the day I die. I will now get right with God”? No, 
you wake up each day going about your normal affairs, 
never considering the end of life. It is a dangerous 
thing to put off the question of your responsibility for 
your sins. There is “a time to be born, and a time to 
die” (Ecclesiastes 3:2). “And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many” (Hebrews 
9:27,28). You will stand before God!

God has patiently given you time, but He is calling 
you to repentance now. Will you put Him off? There is a 
time when it will be too late, for God has said, “My spirit 
shall not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3). “When 
once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut 
to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock 
at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he 
shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence 
ye are” (Luke 13:25).

Forgiveness and Salvation
Dear reader, this may be the last day that you have 
to accept God’s free, loving offer of forgiveness and 
salvation. Repent of your sins and believe in Jesus 
Christ who died for sinners and is risen again. Trust 
Him to save your soul. Do it now, before it is too late! 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.” (John 3:16-18)

With kind permission: Moments With The Book

IS THIS YOUR 
LAST DAY?

“Repent of your sins 
and believe in Jesus 
Christ who died for 
sinners and is risen 
again.”

Ron Melick
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WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME

The Bible says that to believers Jesus Christ 
is “precious”. They love to speak of Him and 
what He means to them in their lives.

“To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
(Philippians 1:21)

Jesus Christ means more to me than anyone else. He 
is more important than my parents, my children, 
my delightful grandchildren, yes, even than my 

        wife, and she is very dear to me and has been for the 
last thirty-seven years. She couldn’t have been a better 
and more loving wife, but then, I got her from the Lord!

I cannot remember a time in my life when I didn’t 
know about Jesus. My parents loved Him and I was 
brought up in a home where He was central. From my 
earliest days I was taught to pray to Him and encouraged 
to trust and follow Him. It’s not that I was a little angel. 
I didn’t have to be taught to be jealous, angry, deceitful 
and proud. Sin comes naturally to us and can be seen 
even in babies. Every day I prayed the prayer, “God be 
merciful to me a poor sinner for Jesus sake, Amen.” 
Actually I didn’t really think about it but I did it because 
my mother taught me. I kept a Bible under my pillow 
and would read a chapter morning and evening.

Convinced of Sin
But then one day it all became very real to me. I was 
just seven years old, but became horribly convinced of 
my own sinfulness and lostness. I was conscious that I 
had done many things which God had forbidden. I was 
aware that at the end of my life I would have to stand 
before the Judge. I knew that there was a hell as well as a 
heaven. I felt that if I died as I was I would end up in hell. 
Children can die as well as adults. I wept and prayed for 
mercy in real earnestness. One of my sisters read to me 
promises from the Bible to comfort me, but my distress 
continued. But then God’s Word came to me bringing 
peace and assurance and salvation. I told my parents 
when they returned that evening.

From then on I tried to live a Christian life. I remember 
the shock when I first knew persecution around the 
age of twelve. Two boys from a neighbouring scheme 
mocked me and called me names for being a Christian. A 
bigger problem was that someone asked me what Word 
of the Lord had brought me comfort and I had forgotten. 
I was told I was backslidden and began to fear that 
maybe I wasn’t a Christian after all.

Christ continued to be important to me. I attended the 
church services including prayer meetings. When I sinned 
I felt ashamed and prayed for forgiveness. There were no 
other boys of my own age who were Christians. I found it 
hard to stand for Christ and feel I often let him down.

In times of crisis I would pray for things and got 
very specific answers. I remember, for example, on 
one occasion losing a fishing reel on a heathery moor 
in my native Lewis. It had been attached to my rod 
but my father said I should always take it off and put 
it in my bag. I left it on that day and it had dropped off. 
What would my father say? Where could that reel be in 
a mile of moss and bog? I walked all the way back to 
the loch and then returned about half way. Sensing the 
impossibility of the situation I got down on my knees 
and prayed. When I stood up it was there in front of me.

Assurance of Salvation
The years rolled by with no assurance. Sometimes I felt 
I was a Christian but then, other times, I felt I wasn’t. 
Eventually I left school and shortly after I would be 
going to university in Aberdeen. I feared that I would 
spend my life in a kind of ‘no-man’s-land’, neither at 
home with the world nor in the church.

I remember one day throwing myself on the floor of 
my bedroom pleading with the Lord to save me. Later 
that evening I went to a church meeting where we were 
asked to sing Psalm 116:1: “I love the Lord because my 
voice and prayers he did hear...”. I turned to God and 
said, “I’m not singing that because it is not true. You 
haven’t heard my prayer.” No sooner had I said that than 
an overwhelming joy and love filled my heart. I knew 
God had heard my prayer and that I was saved. That 
very night I professed my faith with great emotion.

I left home to study science. They were subjects which 
I liked and was relatively good at. My concern was to serve 
Jesus and I was conscious that He was with me. I greatly 
enjoyed my student days, associating with Christian 
students and finding it so much easier to witness.

Rev. William Macleod
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“What a dreadful 
thing it must be, 
to be the enemy 
of Christ.”

SECURE JESUS AS YOUR FRIEND

There is no better friend than the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as any Christian will tell you. Why do 
we need Christ as our friend and how does 
that friendship begin?

“A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: 
and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” 
(Proverbs 18:24)

Jesus has everything we could wish for in our most 
intimate friend. In Him dwell all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. He has all power in heaven 

       and earth. His love is tender and strong, and whom 
He once loves, he loves unto the end. His heart is the 
home of sympathy, and His eye melts with compassion. 
His words are truth, and His bosom is transparent. He 
is fairer than the children of men. He is the chief among 
ten thousand. Yes, He is altogether lovely. There is 
nothing that can awaken admiration, excite reverence, 
draw forth love, or gratify a well-regulated mind, but 
it is to be found in Jesus, and to be found in perfection 
in Him. He has heaven and earth at 
His command, with all the resources 
of eternity and time. You can need 
nothing but He has it; nor can you 
be justified in desiring anything 
but He will give it. Therefore said 
the apostle, “Christ is all, and in all” 
(Colossians 3:11).

All that Sinners Require
Jesus can do all that we require to be done for us. He 
can quicken the dead, enlighten the dark, instruct the 
ignorant, support the weak, feed the hungry, pardon 
the guilty, justify the ungodly, deliver the tempted, 
save the lost. He has done all, and suffered all that is 
necessary, to secure your everlasting deliverance from 
guilt, disgrace, and danger, and to sanctify, elevate, and 
crown you with the highest honour. He can support 
in trouble, supply in want, deliver in danger, comfort 
in sorrow, cheer in solitude, sustain in conflict, make 

happy in affliction, and triumphant in death. With 
Christ for our friend, we may go anywhere, engage 
in any work, face any foe, endure any trial, and be 
contented with any lot.

What we must Do
Let me, then, exhort you to secure 
Christ for your friend. Make sure 
work of this. Let it be a settled point, 
an unquestionable fact, that Christ 
is your friend. He is ready to be so. 
His heart is fully inclined. The word 
He has sent you decides this. Are 
you willing to have Christ for your 

friend? It your heart decided to seek this inestimable 
privilege? If so, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He 
is your friend. Believe what the Scriptures say of Him, 
the testimony that His Father has borne of Him, the 
glorious gospel that comes from Him. Place confidence 
in His word. Rely on His finished work. Trust in His 
holy name. Take Him as God’s free gift. Look to Him 
as appointed to save. Cast yourself at His feet. Fall into 
the arms of His mercy. Renounce your feelings, your 
doings, your all, and venture your salvation alone 

James Smith

A Purpose in Life
I asked God what He wanted me to do with my life and felt 
Him leading me to apply to be a minister. This involved 
another four years of study. Then my concern was that 
the Lord should guide me to the congregation where He 
wished me to serve. He brought me to Partick in Glasgow, 
very different to where I had grown up. Seventeen years 
there were followed by thirteen years in Portree and now 
twelve years in Knightswood, also in Glasgow.

What Jesus Means to Me

There have been difficult times, but Jesus has always 
been there for me. I have wept before Him but He has 
wiped away my tears. He gave me a wife, children and 
grandchildren. He gave me a home, money and more 
than I could wish for. He has given me a purpose in life, 
joy and love, and the assurance of heaven when I die.

What does Jesus mean to me? He is my Saviour, my 
Master, my Guide, my Lover, my All. Have you got to 
know Him? He is freely offered to you in the Gospel.
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WHO GOES TO HEAVEN?

Who goes to heaven? It is a question to 
which we need a straight answer, and the 
only place to get that answer is the Bible, 
the living Word of God.

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:2)

The universe is often thought of as something like 
a three-storey house, with heaven above and hell 
beneath. That is how the Bible describes heaven 

and hell in relation to the earth. The seriousness of 
our state is that we live between these two opposite 
destinations and what happens here will determine 

which of them we will finally arrive at. It is the failure 
of so many to understand that this life is a preparation 
for the next which explains so much of what is 
happening in our world today, with its drunkenness, 
debauchery and drug addiction, along with vandalism, 
murder, envy, greed and general discontent. Heaven is 
a place of perfect happiness, but it is also a holy place: 
all who are there delight in the presence of God and 
enjoy fellowship with Him. Who goes to heaven?

Not all who Live go to Heaven
The Bible declares in absolute terms, “all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
The meaning is that sin has ruined every single 
person and the chief characteristic of our sin is that 

Rev. Trevor Kirkland

upon what He has done and suffered. The moment you 
do this, Jesus is your friend. You may tell out all your 
troubles to Him. You may cast all your cares upon Him. 
You may expect to be pardoned and justified through 
Him. You may make use of His name for all you need at 
the throne of grace, and you may oppose His promise 
and precious blood to all you fear during the journey 
of life.

Enemies of Christ
Jesus, as your friend, pays all your debts – meets all 
your obligations – conquers all your foes – provides for 
all your needs – advocates your cause in heaven – will 
be with you in all your troubles – and will make you a 
conqueror over all your foes. With Jesus at your side, 
Satan will flee, death will be changed into a friend, the 
grave will lose all its terrors, and eternity will stand 
out before you as blazing with glory.

Secure Christ for your friend then, and do it at once. 
“To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart” 
(Psalm 95:7-8). Remember this, He will either be 
your friend or your foe, as you are either His friend 
or His foe. What a dreadful thing it must be, to be the 
enemy of Christ. To treat Him with contempt, and by 
preferring sin, self, or the world to Him, to “put him to 
an open shame” (Hebrews 6:6). Oh, the terrible doom, 
the awful destiny of the enemies of Jesus! Hear His 
own solemn words, “But those mine enemies, which 
would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, 
and slay them before me.” (Luke 19:27)

Rejecting Christ
To be punished at the command of Christ – to be 
punished in the presence of Christ – to be punished as 
the enemies of Christ – to be punished for a lifetime 

spent in opposition to Christ – to be punished for 
refusing to be saved by Christ – to be punished because 
one would not take Christ to be our friend – how 
terrible, how dreadful, how fearful is this! Yet, this will 
be the doom of thousands!

Reader, will it be your doom? Do you know? You 
ought to know. What your conduct is towards Jesus 
you may know by this, “with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you again” (Matthew 7:2). If 
you reject His word, despise His invitations, neglect 
His great salvation, and seek death in the error of your 
way, nothing remains for you “but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:27). Let 
me, then, by all that is solemn, by all that is tender, by 
the mercies of God, and the warnings of the gospel, 
beseech you to secure Christ for your friend.

Secure Jesus as Your Friend



we rob God of His glory, seeking it for ourselves 
instead. Self-praise, self-love and self-respect are 
a few terms which are part of an entire vocabulary 
relating to self. The Bible states that as sinners we are 
lovers of ourselves and of our pleasures, more than 
we are lovers of God (2 Timothy 3:2,4). Yet the first 
and great commandment is to love God. We are to 
love His existence, His being, His works, His honour 
and His majesty. We are to obey God’s commands, to 
worship Him continually and to strive to please Him 
in everything. By that standard it is very clear that 
not all who live are going to heaven.

Not all who Die go to Heaven
There is an assumption that when our loved ones die 
they go to heaven, even though they hardly ever went to 
church, never read the Bible, did not pray and scarcely 
even thought of God, unless to complain about Him. Yet 
people insist that when they or their near and dear ones 
die, they all go to heaven. The Lord Jesus Christ stated 
the reality of the matter in the parable of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus. When Lazarus, who was a believer, died, 
angels came and carried his soul to heaven; when the 
rich man, who was not a believer, died, he went to hell 
(Luke 16:22,23). This shows us that the unbeliever dies 
under God’s curse and displeasure. John wrote: “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth” 
(Revelation 14:13). Of how few this can be said! All die, 
but how many die belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ? 
How many die with saving faith in Him? How many die 
who lived for Him, served Him and followed Him? Thus 
not all who die go to heaven.

Not all who are Judged go to Heaven
Scripture says that “it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgement” (Hebrews 9:27). 

There is going to be a general judgment involving 
every person by the God who made each one of us. 
Every thought, word and deed shall be judged by Him 
who is eternally and unchangeably holy. Everything we 
ever did, including “every secret thing” (Ecclesiastes 
12:14), will be revealed and judged. Nothing will be 
hidden, all will be made known. Those whom God 
justified on the ground of Christ’s work finished on the 
cross of Calvary shall be acquitted, and the rest shall 
be damned. Christ illustrated this judgment in terms 
of a separation between His sheep and the goats who 
never knew Him (Matthew 25:31-46). We are told 
that heaven is closed to those who are without Christ. 
“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life.” (Revelation 21:27) There are just 
the two categories – those who are judged by God to 
be wicked and those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life – those whom Christ died to save. 
Notwithstanding what you believe to be your good 
deeds, your kind thoughts and anything else about 
you, unless your name is found in that book you will 
not be in heaven.

How can we Know?
But how can we know if our name is in that book? 
Have you turned from all your evil and wickedness? 
Have you run to Jesus Christ for mercy, forgiveness 
and peace with God? Have you trusted in Christ for 
righteousness to cover your sin and shame? Then you 
may know!

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:7)
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ARE YOU TRULY BLESSED? 

Are you blessed for eternity? Blessed in your 
soul? It is a most important matter. Everything 
you have read in this booklet has been written 

with the hope that by the grace of God you will come to 
know salvation from sin through faith in Jesus Christ. 
That is to be blessed indeed!

Beatitudes
Christ’s most famous sermon began with the 
‘Beatitudes’. In the beatitudes Christ describes the 
character of His disciples and how they are blessed by 
God, both now and in the world to come. This is what 
we read in the Gospel according to Matthew:

“And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came 
unto him: and he opened his mouth, and taught them, 
saying,

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 

called the children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you.” (Matthew 
5:1-12)

Happiness
These are wonderful words. They reveal the happiness 
of the believer in Christ, even in the midst of his trials 

and troubles here. Yet sadly many people look for their 
happiness elsewhere, in the things of this world, and 
never find it. Here is what one Christian preacher had 
to say:

“Happiness is the great question confronting 
mankind. The whole world is longing for happiness 
and it is tragic to observe the ways in which people 
are seeking it. The vast majority, alas, are doing so 
in a way that is bound to produce misery. Anything 
which, by evading the difficulties, merely makes 
people happy for the time being, is ultimately going 
to add to their misery and problems. That is where 
the utter deceitfulness of sin comes in; it is always 
offering happiness, and it always leads to unhappiness 
and to final misery and wretchedness. The Sermon on 
the Mount says, however, that if you really want to be 
happy, here is the way. This and this alone is the type 
of person who is truly happy, who is really blessed.” 
(D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the 
Mount, IVP, 1976, p.36)

Please remember these things. May you be blessed 
in Christ Jesus!
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Jesus said:
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved.”

John 3:17
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