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The ending of one year and the beginning of 
another is an appropriate time to take stock of 
things. Those involved in commerce must do 

that literally: they need to know what resources they 
have, and whether those resources are adequate for 
them to continue trading. If a person does not have 
sufficient assets for the period ahead, then he may be 
forced to wind up his business. Buying and selling for 
a living is not easy at the best of times, and when there 
is a downturn in the economy there is every danger of 
insolvency.

RELIGIOUS DECLINE
There is a kind of stocktaking which the Lord’s people 
should engage in, especially in the depths of a religious 
‘recession’ as we see in our country now. For the most 
part congregations are ageing and dwindling, and few 
people are being converted. Biblical principles are 
being forsaken within the visible church, and moral 
standards are falling in society as a whole. As individual 
Christians we must confess that the evidence of a 
decline is within us too. How half-hearted we can be 
towards the things of God! How easily we lapse into 
prayerlessness and simply drift along, failing to 
contend for scriptural truth and compromising with a 
sinful world!

It seems that our nation wants to rid itself of its 
Christian heritage as fast as it can. We have been 
disposing of it wholesale, when there is not the slightest 
prospect of any gain from such a course: indeed the 
Word of God warns us that the nation that will not serve 
God will “perish” (Isa. 60:12). The situation has gone on 
for so many years, and the effects are so widespread, 
that we may wonder whether the Lord’s cause can be 
recovered in our land. Yet when we reckon things in 
the right way, we find that we have every reason to be 
encouraged. On one side of the account there is man, 
which may cast us down; but on the other side there is 
God, and that can only fill us with hope.

SPIRITUAL POVERTY
In the beginning man was greatly blessed, bearing 
God’s image and delighting in Him, but since his fall 
he is a poor creature in every way. “The crown is fallen 
from our head” (Lam. 5:16). Through the disobedience 
of Adam we forfeited communion with God and are 
under His wrath and curse, and so liable to eternal 
punishment (Rom. 5:12). We have received a carnal 
mind which is “enmity against God” and not subject to 
His law (Rom. 8:7). Each one of us has a mountain of 
debt which we owe to God, in the form of our personal 
sins. We have nothing at all with which to pay, for 
there is “none that doeth good” (Rom. 3:12). In and of 
ourselves, we are spiritual bankrupts.

What we are prone to forget is that even as 
believers we have no spiritual resources of our own. It 
is a mistake the church has been prone to in every age. 
She puts her trust in her strategies and methods, or in 
the gifts and abilities of her ministers, and trades with 
these things in the world, believing that she is bound 
to have an impact – only to be disappointed time and 
time again. Are we too guilty of thinking, that with a 
greater effort and more zeal on our part, we will be 
able to turn things around wherever God has placed 
us? Secretly this is sometimes our confidence, even 
while we are pleading with the Lord that He would 
save us from the plight we are in!

Pride has ever been the enemy of the church, as 
we see in Ezekiel Chapter 16. There the Jewish nation 
and church of the Old Testament is represented by a 
female child who enters the world in the most pitiable 
circumstances, abandoned, naked and polluted in 
her own blood. The tender care given to her and the 
beauty she had in her adulthood illustrates how the 
Lord chose and loved Israel, “the fewest of all people” 
(Deut. 7:7), and brought up the nation to greatness. 
He preserved them in Egypt, covenanted with them at 
Sinai, led them through the wilderness and gave them 
the land of Canaan, where they enjoyed prosperity and 

Editorial

POVERTY AND RICHES
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renown. Remarkably Israel then engaged in spiritual 
adultery, mingling with the heathen nations and 
worshipping their idols, such that the Lord threatened 
her with severe judgments. How did this sad reversal 
come about? It was through Israel’s vainglory: “But 
thou didst trust in thine own beauty...” (Ezek. 16:15). 
She boasted in what was hers only by God’s free gift.

GRACIOUS RICHES
Paul taught the same truth to the believers in Corinth, 
that they might not be puffed up: “For who maketh 
thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that 
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” (1 Cor. 
4:7) As believers, all our effectual resources reside in 
God alone. He made them over to us in eternity in His 
everlasting covenant of grace, which He established 
with Christ as the Mediator, and in Him with all His 
elect as Christ’s spiritual seed. The Son of God took 
our nature and entered into an estate of humiliation, 
suffering and dying in the place of His people, to 
deliver them from their bondage to sin and bring them 
to heaven. “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9) The 
whole of our salvation is in this 
loving Redeemer, who willingly 
sacrificed Himself.

Christ finds us as paupers, 
destitute in our souls. We are 
clad in the threadbare garments 
of our sinful works and in need 
of His tender mercy. He forgives us our sins, washing 
us in His atoning blood and clothing us with His own 
perfect obedience, the “robe of righteousness” in 
which all believers rejoice (Isa. 61:10). But He does 
much more than that. He restores us to friendship and 
fellowship with God, setting us with “the princes of his 
people” (Ps. 113:8). At death the souls of believers are 
made perfect in holiness and go straight to glory. They 
enter the palace of their King, to dwell in His nearer 
presence forever. They are in a world of perfect love 
and all their sorrows are over. This is “the inheritance 
of the saints in light” (Col. 1:12). For the Christian, it is 
truly “rags to riches”!

Jesus Christ has unsearchable riches for His people. 
He is made unto them “wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption”, such that they 
are bound to glory in Him alone (1 Cor. 1:30,31). 
God’s covenant cannot fail, and those embraced by it 
cannot be overcome. Our glorious Head has all that 
is required to save and keep the whole company of 
elect sinners, and He accomplishes it through the 
appointed means of grace, and especially by the 
preaching of faithful ministers. “For we preach not 

ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Cor. 4:5) Our Lord 
said that He would build His church, and that the 
gates of hell would not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). 
Christ’s kingdom cannot be conquered by Satan, but 
neither can Satan’s kingdom withstand the gospel of 
Christ when the Lord blesses it, making it “the power 
of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). Then the devil 
must give up his captives, to enjoy the liberty which 
belongs to the children of God.

HUMBLING OURSELVES
There is unlimited and manifold grace for the church 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; there can be no doubt about 
that. But the church does not always enjoy those riches, 
as we see in lukewarm Laodicea, the church which 
Christ threatened to spew out of His mouth: “Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked” (Rev. 3:16,17). God is sovereign in His favour, 
yet there is a way He is pleased to work in bestowing 
His blessing: He humbles us, and we humble ourselves. 

Through His dealings God 
empties us, and brings us to the 
point where we acknowledge 
that we have nothing and are 
nothing. Then we bow down 
before Him, mourning over 
our sins. This is as it was with 
backsliding Israel in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy: “thou shalt remember 
thy ways, and be ashamed” 
(Ezek. 16:61).

If we are to see the reviving of the Lord’s work 
among us, there ought to be a renewing of our covenant 
with God – something appropriate to churches and 
nations, as well as individuals. Do we recognise that 
we have not been faithful to the Lord, and are not 
worthy to be called His people? There are many things 
that today’s church needs to repent of: worldliness, an 
easy-believism, unscriptural worship and a tolerance 
of false religion are some of them. There are other 
things which we need to embrace again: personal 
godliness, the covenant nurture of the young, family 
worship and church discipline are a few. Any amount 
of evangelism will not transform the situation, if there 
are no changes for the better within the church itself.

The Lord is able to bring about the transformation 
our nation desperately needs, even when we have 
departed so far from His paths, and for so long. Let the 
Lord’s poor and needy people pour out their hearts 
to a rich and bountiful God, “and give him no rest, 
till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth” (Isa. 62:7). Then we shall have spiritual 
prosperity again.

Poverty and Riches

“The whole of our 
salvation is in this 
loving Redeemer, who 
willingly sacrificed 
Himself.”
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(Taken and adapted from a sermon on Revelation 22:2 
preached at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London)

My text says of this tree that it bears “twelve 
manner of fruits.” I suppose that is intended 
to signify that a perfect and complete 

assortment of all supplies for human necessities is to 
be found in Christ – all sorts of mercies for all sorts 
of sinners; all kinds of blessings to suit all kinds of 
necessities. We read, of the palm tree, that every bit 
of it is useful, from its root to its fruit. So is it with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There is nothing in him that we could 
afford to do without. There is nothing about Jesus that 
is extraneous or superfluous. You can put him to use in 
every part, in every office, in every relationship.

Jesus Christ is the food of his people. And what 
dainties they have! What satisfying food, what 
plenteous food, what sweet food, what food precisely 
suitable to all the wants of their souls Jesus is! As for 
manna, it was angels’ food, but what shall I say of 
Christ? He is more than that, for: “Never did angels 
taste above, Redeeming grace and dying love.” Oh, how 
richly you are fed! The flesh of God’s own Son is the 
spiritual meat of every heir of heaven. Hungry souls, 
come to Jesus if you would be fed.

Jesus gives his people drink also. There are some 
tropical trees which, as soon as they are tapped, yield 
liquids as sweet and rich as milk, and many drink and 
are refreshed by them. Jesus Christ’s heart blood is 
the wine of his people. The atonement which he has 
perfected by his sufferings is the golden cup out of 
which they drink, and drink again, till their mourning 
souls are made glad, and their fainting hearts are 
strengthened and refreshed. Jesus gives us the water 
of life, the wines on the lees well refined, the wine and 
milk, without money and without price. What a tree of 
life to yield us both meat and drink!

Jesus is a tree of life yielding clothing too. Adam 
went to the fig tree for his garments, and the fig leaves 
yielded him such covering as they could. But we come 
to Christ, and we find, not fig leaves, but a robe of 
righteousness that is matchless for its beauty, comely in 
its proportions, one which will never wear out, which 
exactly suits to cover our nakedness from head to foot, 

and when we put it on makes us fair to look upon, even 
as Christ himself. O ye who would be rearrayed till ye 
shall be fit to stand amongst the courtiers of the skies, 
come ye to Jesus, and find garments such as you need 
upon this tree of life!

This tree also yields medicine. “The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.” Lay a plaster upon 
any wound, and if it be but the plaster of King Jesus, it 
will heal it. But one promise from his lips, but one leaf 
from this tree, but one word from his Spirit, but one 
drop of his blood, and this is heaven’s court-plaster 
indeed. It is true that there was no balm in Gilead, there 
was no physician there; and, therefore, the hurt of the 
daughter of Israel’s people was not healed. But there is 
balm in Jesus, there is a Physician at Calvary, and the 
hurt of the daughter of God’s people shall be healed if 
she will but fly to Jesus Christ for healing. What more 
shall I say? Is there anything else your spirits can want? 
O children of God, Christ is all! O ye ungodly ones, who 
have been roaming through the wood to find the tree 
that should supply your wants, stop here. This “apple 
tree among the trees of the wood” is the tree which 
your souls require. Stay here, and you shall have all 
that you need, for finally:

This tree yields a shelter from the storm. Other trees 
are dangerous when the tempest howls; but he that 
shelters beneath the tree of the Lord Jesus shall find that 
all the thunder-bolts of God shall fly by him, and do him 
no injury. He cannot be hurt who clings to Jesus. Heaven 
and earth should sooner pass away than a soul be lost 
that hides beneath the boughs of this tree. And oh, you 
who have hidden there to shelter from the wrath of God, 
let me remind you that in every other kind of danger it 
will also yield you shelter; and if you are not in danger, 
yet still in the hot days of care you shall find the shade 
of it to be cool and genial. The spouse in Solomon’s Song 
said, “I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” Get Christ, and you 
have got comfort, joy, peace and liberty; and when the 
trouble comes, you shall find shelter and deliverance by 
coming near to him.

Christ is the tree of life, then, yielding twelve 
manner of fruits, those fruits being always ripe and 
always ready, for they ripen every month, all being free 
to all who desire them.

DEVOTIONAL
CHRIST THE TREE OF LIFE

C.H. Spurgeon
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One of the doctrines which Martin Luther 
‘rediscovered’ in the Bible at the time of the 
Reformation was the priesthood of all believers. 

In 1523 Luther wrote a treatise entitled ‘Concerning 
the Ministry’, addressed to the church in Bohemia. 
In it he states that “a priest, especially in the New 
Testament, was not made but was born...He was born 
not indeed of flesh, but through a birth of the Spirit...
all Christians are priests, and all priests are Christians.” 
Luther’s explanation for this priesthood was: “Christ is 
a priest, therefore Christians are priests.”

Scripture Alone
The Papacy had buried the doctrine of a universal 
Christian priesthood and kept the people in bondage 
to its dogma, traditions and especially its clergy. The 
Bible was forbidden to all but the priests. It was not 
until the 1960s that the Papacy allowed the people 
to read the Bible for themselves, but what it gave 
with one hand it took away with the other. The Bible 
was offered to the people (in versions translated by 
Roman Catholics) but with the insistence that only 
the priests could interpret it to them. Thus the Papacy 
imposed its own meaning upon the people. There can 
be a danger of this in Protestant denominations, when 
ecclesiastical traditions are substituted for plain 
Scripture truths. Just as the Old Testament priests 
were not infallible, so neither is the New Testament 
minister. We must all be taught by Christ, who is the 
infallible Prophet as well as the unique and unrivalled 
High Priest. Only His words are infallible. Men do not 
have the right to tell us what to believe; only the Lord 
has that right. This is the doctrine of Sola Scriptura, or 
Scripture alone. The priesthood of believers is closely 
linked to it.

The New Testament Priesthood
The Mosaic dispensation was not intended by God to 
be permanent. When Christ came into the world, as 
a priest after the order of Melchisedec and not after 
the order of Aaron, the priesthood was changed and 
the law was changed (Heb. 7:11,12). No Old Testament 
sacrificing priests were allowed to continue into the 
New Testament administration of the Covenant of 
Grace. Lorraine Boettner says: “The human priesthood 
as a distinct and separate order of men has fulfilled its 
function and has been abolished.” There is therefore 
no special order of priests in the New Testament: 
priests are simply not mentioned among the officers of 
the church, whether ordinary or extraordinary (Eph. 
4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28). The truth is that in Christ, and by 
the Spirit’s anointing, all believers are priests: “but ye 

are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people” (1 Pet. 2:9).

There is only one Mediator between God and men, 
the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:5; Eph. 2:13,18). The 
priesthood of believers has nothing to do with sacrifices 
for sin, whether the typical animal sacrifices offered by 
the Old Testament priests or the purported sacrifice of 
the Roman mass. The believer does not come to God 
by any human agency. Every believer is equal and has 
equal access to God the Father through Jesus Christ. 
“The outward covenant (Exod. 19:6), made with them 
who were the children of Abraham after the flesh, was 
representative of the Covenant of Grace made with the 
children of promise, and that whole people typified the 
hidden elect people of God.” (John Owen)

The Function of this Priesthood
The priesthood of believers has a function appropriate 
to the new dispensation. Their access to God is for 
worship, and the sacrifices they offer are not material 
but spiritual (1 Pet. 2:5). These priests are to give 
praise, the sacrifices of their lips (Heb. 13:15), and 
thus “glorify God” (Ps. 50:23). This is emphasised 
throughout Scripture (e.g. Ps. 22:3; 84:4; 134:1). 
Thomas Manton wrote: “Why then are we so scanty 
in praises and thanksgiving? [Today this could apply 
to the Monday of the Communion.] The reason for 
this defect is self-love; we are eager to have blessings 
but we forget to return to give God the glory [like the 
nine unthankful lepers].” The words “to him be glory” 
(Rev. 1:6) are a command: we must put our “Amen” 
to this by our practice (Ps. 107:22). Intercession 
belongs to the work of a priest, and believers are to 
give themselves to this too, with “supplication for all 
saints” (Eph. 6:18).

The Priesthood in Heaven
In Heaven the believer is admitted to the Presence 
of God in its highest manifestation. The preparation 
takes place on this side of eternity. We must have 
“the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 13:14). 
The blessing of grace comes before the blessing of 
glory (Rev. 5:11,12; 7:15; 20:6), and access by faith 
before service face to face. We must be consecrated 
to the Lord’s service here, just as Aaron and his sons 
were set apart (Exod. 29:9). We are to “live unto 
him” (Luke 20:38). Is there evidence of spiritual life, 
activity and reverence? There will be perfect service 
only in Heaven. There sanctification will be complete 
and believers will be fully consecrated to God. May 
we give continual praise to the One who loved us, and 
made us His priests (Rev. 1:5,6).

DOCTRINETHE PRIESTHOOD 
OF BELIEVERS

Rev. James Clark
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In 2010 the residual Free Church of Scotland, in a 
plenary General Assembly, voted by a majority to 
abandon the principle that the worship of God is to 

be strictly regulated by the Word of God. The form of 
worship in the residual Free Church is now a pragmatic 
matter; it is no longer as prescribed by God but as 
desired by the people (or, more often, the ministers). 
This is not a minor thing. Over time such a change 
affects the life, ethos and direction of the entire body. 
In effect the position of Rome is being adopted, namely 
that the church and not God will decide what worship is 
to be offered. This change is reflected in the growing use 
of the ‘church calendar’, with special services for Easter 
and Christmas. It is a change which is evident in many 
Presbyterian and Reformed denominations.

The Second Commandment
The first table of the moral law sets out the main 
principles of worship. The second commandment has to 
do with the manner in which God is to be worshipped:

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me; and shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments.” (Exod. 20:4-6)

The Word of God must govern everything concerning 
the faith and practice of the church, as the Lord taught 
Israel. “What thing soever I command you, observe to 
do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.” 
(Deut. 12:32) The second commandment teaches us that 
this authority extends to the way in which the church 
worships. Fundamentally, the second commandment 
requires that God be worshipped in the way He Himself 
has appointed. Here we have the dividing line between 
Biblical and Reformed worship and Romanism, 
Anglicanism and contemporary Evangelicalism. On 
the one side is the worship mandated by God, and on 
the other side is the worship invented by man, which 
Scripture designates as “will-worship” (Col. 2:23).

What exactly does the second commandment 
teach us concerning the worship of God? The Shorter 
Catechism will be our main guide.

1. APPOINTED WORSHIP
Q. 50. What is required in the second commandment?
A. The second commandment requireth the receiving, 
observing, and keeping pure and entire, all such 
religious worship and ordinances as God hath 

appointed in his word.
When the Catechism refers to the worship which God 

has appointed in his word, it means that every element 
of worship must have its warrant from God. The divine 
warrant consists of command, provision and example. 
Thus we find in the Bible that praise is commanded by 
God, that He has provided us with a book of praise (the 
Psalms), and that there are examples in Scripture of 
such praises being sung.

This principle is further explained in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, which states that the 
ordinary or regular elements of public worship are 
Prayer, the Reading of the Scriptures, the Preaching 
and Hearing of God’s Word, and the Singing of Psalms. 
The Administration of the Sacraments (Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper) also comes into this category. Then 
there are occasional or special elements, namely Vows, 
Fastings and Thanksgivings. All of these are found in 
the Bible.

Three things are required of us in the second 
commandment concerning divinely-appointed worship:

(i) Receiving appointed worship
Given our fallen nature, receiving divinely-appointed 
worship is our main difficulty. Many Christians 
need to be persuaded to forsake their will-worship, 
pragmatism and popish practices, and set their hearts 
on God’s ordinances instead. How unbiblical today’s 
evangelicals have become is illustrated by one item. 
While evangelical churches acknowledge that there 
are two sacraments in Scripture (although many reject 
the term ‘sacrament’), it is increasingly common to 
find them practising a third ordinance, namely ‘child 
dedication’. This is a public ceremony in which Christian 
parents make a commitment before the Lord and the 
congregation to raise their new child in the Christian 
faith. Churches which practise this are being wiser 
than God, and leading people into sin, by neglecting the 
divine ordinance of infant baptism and supplanting it 
with something which has no scriptural warrant.

(ii) Observing appointed worship
To observe is to do. It is to practise what God has 
commanded in Scripture. It is not enough to say that 
one agrees with the regulative principle; it must also 
be carried out in faith and sincerity. The Lord will 
bless with His gracious presence those who worship 
Him “after the due order” (1 Chron. 15:13), or in the 
proper use of the appointed means. We are to come 
before Him with an eager and devoted heart: “When 
thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek” (Ps. 27:8).

DOCTRINESECOND COMMANDMENT 
WORSHIP

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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Second Commandment Worship

(iii) Maintaining appointed worship
The phrase “keeping pure” is not optional: it is a divine 
command. We are to adhere to the second commandment 
constantly, not altering it by addition. There is no 
place in public worship for such things as testimonies, 
musical interludes, dance and dramatic performances, 
and the plethora of other man-made inventions now 
commonplace in evangelical worship. We must keep 
God’s worship “entire” also, not omitting any element He 
has specified, for all have their place and use. The early 
Christians are a good witness in maintaining divinely-
appointed worship: “they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).

2. FORBIDDEN WORSHIP
Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second commandment?
A. The second commandment forbiddeth the 
worshipping of God by images, or any other way not 
appointed in his word.

The second commandment forbids two main things 
in the worship of God:

(i) Image worship
Image worship is plainly outlawed by the second 
commandment. It is wrong to put any created thing 
or its likeness in God’s place. The Jews were warned 
about making “a graven image, the similitude of any 
figure”, for use in worship (Deut. 4:16). Because “God is 
a Spirit” (John 4:24), He cannot be represented in any 
way. It is also wrong to try to portray God incarnate in 
Jesus Christ, as is sometimes found even in Protestant 
churches and Christian literature. Scripture is silent on 
the Saviour’s physical appearance, but in any case, He is 
not worshipped according to His human nature but His 
divine. To say that we need images to aid our devotion 
to God is to reveal an unspiritual mind and a lack of 
genuine faith and confidence in the grace of the Spirit.

(ii) Impure Worship
Related to the ban on image worship is the rejection 
of impure worship of any kind. The Larger Catechism 
expands upon the Shorter Catechism by saying that the 
second commandment forbids “all devising, counselling 
[i.e. recommending], commanding, using, and any wise 
approving, any religious worship not instituted by 
God himself” (Q/A 109). We are not to tolerate false 
worship, corrupt true worship or invent new worship. 
By this measure a great deal of present-day evangelical 
worship comes under what is forbidden, including the 
man-made hymns and various musical instruments 
which are now commonly used in churches which 
until relatively recently practised purity of worship. 
The Larger Catechism also teaches that the second 
commandment forbids “all neglect, contempt, hindering, 
and opposing the worship and ordinances which God 
hath appointed.” This silences the arguments which are 

commonly used to defend defective worship, such as an 
appeal to tradition, custom, devotion, good intention, or 
similar things; these are really just a pretence.

3. OBEDIENT WORSHIP
Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the second 
commandment?
A. The reasons annexed to the second commandment 
are, God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety in us, and 
the zeal he hath to his own worship.

There are three reasons why we should submit to 
the worship which God has appointed:

(i) God’s sovereignty
If God is sovereign, and a King upon His throne, then 
He may command what He will, and it is our duty 
to obey. The central issue to be faced by those who 
have abandoned second commandment worship is 
their rejection of the authority of Scripture. Modern 
evangelicalism is largely ignorant of the teaching of 
Scripture on worship, but the residual Free Church has 
deliberately discarded it. The result is that in much of 
the church the golden calf of will-worship is embraced, 
and graven images now have a place in God’s house. Both 
the Bible and church history demonstrate the solemn 
consequences for the church when that happens.

(ii) God’s propriety
God has propriety in us, meaning that He has ownership 
of us. Therefore it is only right for us to do as He requires 
of us. God owns the whole of creation, and all mankind, 
but He has a special claim upon His redeemed people. 
This truth is expressed in Scripture, in one of the best-
known psalms which we sing: “Know that the Lord is God 
indeed; / Without our aid he did us make: / We are his 
flock, he doth us feed, / And for his sheep he doth us take. 
/ O enter then his gates with praise, / Approach with joy 
his courts unto: / Praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
/ For it is seemly so to do.” (Metrical Psalm 100:3,4)

(iii) God’s jealousy
The second commandment is reinforced with reference to 
God’s character as jealous. His jealousy is demonstrated 
in two ways. First it is seen negatively, in that the sin of 
disobedience, in worship and everything else – something 
which He describes as “hatred” – will be punished by Him 
in the generations that follow. That is alarming! It means 
that when the Lord’s people abandon biblical worship they 
are showing a hatred of God, who in turn will visit their 
iniquity upon their descendants, if there is no repentance. 
The positive aspect is that God says of those who keep the 
second commandment, that He will show covenant mercy 
to their descendants to a thousand generations.

For all these reasons, it is both our duty and our 
wisdom to be obedient to the second commandment 
and to offer God the worship which He has prescribed 
and which is surely His due.
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(Adapted from an address given at the 2017 Highland 
Bible Conference in Inverness)

The subject of Biblical consecration is closely 
connected to that of Biblical separation. God 
separates His people for a holy purpose, and 

consecration is an aspect of the sanctification of 
His people. While it may be true that the believer is 
consecrated to Christ by the Father in the eternal 
covenant, we tend to think of consecration more in 
terms of how believers, enabled by the grace of God, 
give themselves to Christ and His service.

Luke Chapter 14 opens with a conflict between the 
Pharisees and Christ over the keeping of the Sabbath. 
It also contains a number of kingdom parables which 
teach the need for humility, selflessness and obedience 
in response to the Lord’s call. Verses 25 to 35 however 
are directed specifically to the crowds which were 
following Christ at that time in His public ministry. In 
verses 25 to 27, the Lord Jesus stresses the need of 
discipleship, and the cost of it: “And there went great 
multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 
If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And 
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple.” In these words, Christ instructs 
us concerning our personal consecration to Him.

CONSECRATION TO CHRIST IS ESSENTIAL TO 
DISCIPLESHIP
The Bible records how in Christ’s day “the common 
people heard him gladly” (Mark 12:37). However many 
who followed Christ were not true disciples. Some 
followed Him out of curiosity and others because of 
hunger. There were also those who sought the healing 
of their bodies; we remember how on one occasion 
ten lepers cried, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us”, but 

after they were cleansed only one fell at Christ’s feet 
and gave Him thanks (Luke 17:12-19). Finally there 
were those who were censorious, looking to find fault 
with Christ. The motives were almost as numerous 
as the followers, but they were united in this: they 
wanted attachment without commitment and benefit 
without cost. They were happy to view Christ as a king 
who would free them from the Roman yoke, or as a 
healer who could miraculously make them whole, or 
as a benefactor who would give them free meals – but 
not much more than that!

There is a similar tendency among those who 
follow Christ today. Many want salvation without 
sanctification, despite Scripture telling us plainly that, 
without following holiness, “no man shall see the 
Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Strangely, while there are those 
without saving faith who attend church, there are also 
those who profess to have saving faith but who do not 
attend church, despite Scripture warning us against 
“forsaking the assembling of ourselves together" (Heb. 
10:25). In the minds of many, faith in Christ is a sort of 
celestial ‘insurance policy’ which they have taken out, 
having the end of their lives in mind.

Plainly this is not enough. The Bible clearly teaches 
that not all who imagine themselves to be disciples 
are “disciples indeed” (John 8:31). In His sermon on 
the mount, Christ spoke of those who say to Him, with 
great earnestness, “Lord, Lord”, and claim to have done 
many wonderful things in His Name, but who at the day 
of judgment will hear from His lips the solemn words, 
“depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:21-
23). There are always those who willingly separate 
themselves from certain things, but who are not at the 
same time consecrated to Christ; they are legalists and 
moralists only, and are without grace. How quickly 
such people departed from Christ, when following Him 
was about to cost them something! His teaching was 
too hard for their flesh to bear, and they did not want 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

BIBLICAL CONSECRATION
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Biblical Consecration

to get on the wrong side of society or the Sanhedrin.
Jesus did what modern tele-evangelists and such 

like would never do. He went so far as to put some 
of His followers off, using what might be considered 
inordinate language and emphasising the great cost of 
following Him. His was not a ‘user-friendly’ message. 

He told people that they needed something more than 
just being with Him. Separation was not enough; there 
had to be consecration too. Discipleship was more than 
leaving certain things behind: there had to be a whole-
souled commitment to Christ. Without coming to Him 
and coming after Him, they could not be His disciples.

CONSECRATION TO CHRIST IS A MATTER OF THE 
HEART
Christ’s call to discipleship is a very challenging one. 
He goes so far as to say that unless a man “hate” the 
members of his own family, he cannot be one of His 
disciples! This is very searching, and we must be sure 
to understand Christ’s meaning correctly. We note how 
He focuses on the things we hold most dear: parents, 
wife, children, siblings and self. These are generally the 
things most loved by us: we would do almost anything 
for our family, and we take great care over our own lives.

Why did Christ use such stark language? He was 
warning the self-deluded regarding their connection 
with Him. They needed to take stock of their position, 
and His words were spoken for effect, to shock them 
into thought. On first consideration Christ’s words 
may seem immoderate and even unbiblical, but they 
are actually a not-uncommon device used in Scripture 
when a comparison is being made. The matter is 
clarified for us in the parallel passage in Matthew: 
“He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me.” (Matt. 10:37) Something 
similar is found in the book of Genesis. We are told that 
Jacob “loved also Rachel more than Leah”; the same 
truth is then expressed differently by saying that “the 
Lord saw that Leah was hated” (Gen. 29:30-31).

The point of this is that we are to focus on what 
takes the first place in our heart’s affections. It is a 
matter of priorities: what is the thing we love most? 
Christ is teaching that He must have that first place in 

our affections; He is to have the priority in our love, 
devotion and service. Christ leaves no place for half-
heartedness. Many think to follow Christ, yet they do 
so almost with indifference: He may be important to 
them but He is not the most important thing in their 
lives. Other things come before Him, such as family, 
work, lifestyle, friends, comforts and time, but the fact 
is Christ claims an absolute priority. He demands to be 
put before all else, for He will not share first place with 
anything else. Love to Christ must displace whatever 
may have held that first place in the heart.

Are your choices determined by what serves 
Christ’s interests, rather than your own? A true 
consecration means considering Christ to be more 
precious than anyone or anything else, even life itself. 
This is ultimately an unseen matter, but love in the 
heart will always show itself in outward actions. Many 
claim that they love Christ most of all, yet their careless 
attendance, their pursuit of worldly things, their lack 
of consideration about their place of worship and their 
obvious self-determined priorities, tell another story.

CONSECRATION INVOLVES IDENTIFICATION WITH 
THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST
Jesus demands that we bear our cross, and what we 
need to understand is that it is really His cross, in the 
sense that it represents whatever His people may 
endure as a result of following Him, and being faithful 
to His commands and His cause in the world.

The cross speaks of the suffering and death of Christ, 
and of our identification with that. We often hear today 
of the ‘cross’ that certain people bear, when what is in 
view is any kind of hardship – even one which may 
be the result of personal folly of some sort. That is 
to debase the cross. In New Testament times, to bear 
one’s cross was a call to share in a death procession; 
it was a call to identify with Christ’s shame and curse. 

Obedience to such a call will not make us popular with 
the world, and the cross-bearing life will never be easy, 
but Paul gives us the encouragement we need when he 
speaks of the believer’s union with Christ, which is the 
ultimate source of our consecration. He says that we 
are buried with Christ, quickened with Christ, raised 
with Christ and seated together with Christ (Col. 2:12; 
Eph. 2:5,6). In the dying of our Redeemer, we died to 
sin’s curse.

“A true consecration 
means considering 
Christ to be more 
precious that anyone 
or anything else, 
even life itself.”

“The cross speaks 
of the suffering and 
death of Christ, and 
of our identification 
with that.”
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Consecration also involves a participation in the 
consequences of our Lord’s crucifixion, in terms of 
the way in which we are now to live. Our Saviour bled 
and died that the dominion of sin might be brought to 
an end in His people, and that they might die to their 
former ways and rise again to “newness of life” (Rom. 
6:4). It is expressed in the Bible in terms of putting off 
the old man and putting on the new, dying to sin and 
living to righteousness. As believers we enjoy the rule 
of Christ in our hearts by his Word and Spirit, and so 
we are called to the privilege of living and suffering for 
Christ.

Paul has some profound (and personal) words for us 
when he says: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 
(Gal. 2:20) We notice that his focus is on his living in 
Christ, rather than his living for Christ: consecration 
is impossible for us without this. It is not a matter 
of consecrating self but of crucifying self. It is not a 
question of making ourselves more devoted to Christ, 
but of living the new life in Christ and of being what we 
have already been made in Him by the grace of God. If 
we are in Christ then we are new 
creations, and “old things are 
passed away; behold, all things 
are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Again, hear what Paul says 
in Romans 6:11-13: “Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto 
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.”

How are we to live in Christ? It is to be done by 
following His steps (1 Pet. 2:21), not as the multitude 
followed Him, but in such a way that we trust alone to 
the finished work of the risen Christ, wholeheartedly 
and without reservation. We are to be “forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before”, and so pressing 
forward toward the “mark” of conformity to Christ 
(Phil. 3:13,14). And we must never think vainly that 
we have obtained that goal in this life: rather we must 
continue to “run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith” (Heb. 12:1,2).

At a practical level we are to follow Christ’s own 
example and His precepts. He is to be the pattern for 
all our words, deeds, affections and values. This should 
make us examine, not only every aspect of our conduct, 
but also our very thoughts. As Christ loved God with 

all His heart, soul, strength and mind, so ought we. 
We must allow no rival for that first place in our 
affections, and have no double-mindedness regarding 
our commitment to the Lord.

Following Christ is not easy. That is why Jesus 
continues His words with an exhortation to count the 
cost of discipleship. Many things militate against us 
following Him. On the one hand, there is the desire 
for self-determination, where one’s self is king and 
is worshipped above all else; it leads to a concern for 
self-preservation and is accompanied by a lust for 
material things. On the other hand, there is the shame 
in the eyes of an ungodly world of our connection with 
Christ, and the conflict within us between our sinful 
flesh and the Holy Spirit; elsewhere Christ says the 
conflict is between our souls and the world. It is a 
difficult conflict, but it is essential.

CONCLUSIONS
There are three things to be said in the way of a 
summary concerning biblical consecration to Christ:

1) There are too many mediocre professors. Many follow 
Christ outwardly, who have little desire to put Him 

first in their lives. They rely too 
much on what they think they 
are doing for Christ, and tend to 
forget that they need to live in 
Christ, wholly dependent upon 
His grace: “for without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). If we 
would know true consecration, 
we must look to the Spirit of 

sanctification to enable us to walk according to the 
new and holy principle of life we have in Christ. This 
involves our co-operation, but that too comes from 
the Spirit: “work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12,13).

2) A word of warning is necessary. We must never lose 
sight of the fact that our pursuit of consecration, and 
any progress we make in it, adds nothing whatsoever to 
our justification. We stand before God in Christ alone. 
Holiness of life is the evidence of inward consecration 
by the Spirit, and inward consecration results from our 
justification by Christ.

3) A word of comfort is appropriate. Our failures in 
consecration do not jeopardise our standing before 
God. We are accepted in, and only in, the Beloved, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:6). For every 
failure in the true disciple’s pursuit of consecration, for 
all unfaithfulness of the saint’s heart in his affections, 
we are to remember that the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, “cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

“Many follow Christ 
outwardly, who have 
little desire to put Him 
first in their lives.”

Biblical Consecration
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What is a friend?

The Collins dictionary defines a friend as “a 
person known well to another, and regarded 
with liking, affection, and loyalty”. I imagine 

that such a definition would apply to a handful of our 
acquaintances. Indeed we may consider ourselves 
blessed if we have just one or two we can regard as real 
friends – those we are able to trust wholly and confide 
in with the most intimate of secrets, believing that they 
will not let us down.

Scripture speaks of “a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother” (Prov. 18:24). This, says the commentator 
John Gill, “is true of Christ, and may be expressive of 
the close union between him and his people; and of his 
close adherence to their cause and interest; and of his 
constancy and continuance as a friend at all times; and 
of his faithfulness and unchangeableness as such...”

If that is what a true friend is, and if as Christians 
we enjoy the privilege of having Christ as our chief 
friend, how is it that on Internet sites such as 
Facebook, some of us have hundreds identified as 
‘friends’, to whom we disclose all kinds of personal 
details? While the unbeliever may rejoice in such 
popularity, and even boast of such, is it becoming of a 
follower of Christ?

Who is my help in time of need?

Matthew Henry comments on the text: “In our troubles 
we expect comfort and relief from our relations, but 
sometimes there is a friend, that is nothing akin to us, 
the bonds of whose esteem and love prove stronger than 
those of nature, and therefore he sticks closer than a 
brother, and, when it comes to the trial, will do more for 
us than a brother will. Christ is a friend to all believers 
that sticks closer than a brother...”

If that is true, and it is, why, when we are going 
through trials (inevitable for every believer), do we 
feel the need to air our difficulties ‘online’, and not pour 
out our hearts to the “friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother”? In the past Christ was our first port of call 
when we were in trouble, and we found that His ear 
was ever open to our cry. So why do we now seek solace 
elsewhere – especially by letting our every desire and 
detail be known, not just to one or two praying friends, 
but as it were to the whole world? Does our Lord not 
invite us, when we are heavy laden, to come and cast 
all our cares upon Him?

Is pride seen in my postings?

We read in the Bible that “the lust of the flesh...the lust of 
the eyes...the pride of life...is of the world” (1 John 2:16). 
What then is the thinking behind continually changing 
our Facebook ‘profile photo’? Is it really becoming my 
profession as a lover of the Lord Jesus to parade my 
perceived attractiveness, and perhaps through the sort 
of image I portray, give the world cause to doubt my 
Christian profession?

When all the trivial details of a person’s life are 
displayed on social media for the consumption of 
multitudes of ‘friends’, what lies behind this? Is it not a 
worldly spirit? We promote self and we forget the holy 
advice of John the Baptist, that Christ “must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:30). The Christian must 
strive every day for humility. Pride is so pervasive, 
and essentially it is self-worship. Should we not then 
ask ourselves, is all this to do with pride on my part? 
Do I really need to be linked to such a wide circle of 
people? What is my honest aim in adding to this list 
of ‘friends’?

Sharing and corresponding through social media 
with family and a few friends can be done profitably, 
and bring joy to loved ones, but beyond that, are we 
just seeking to bring attention to ourselves? Are the 
hundreds of so-called ‘friends’ really interested in 
us? Indeed, do we ourselves have a true concern for 
everyone in this wide circle we have connection with 
through social media? Or is there perhaps an unhealthy 
preoccupation with what is going on in other people’s 
lives?

Is God honoured in this?

The question we should be asking ourselves is this: 
is all that I post on my page of real value, and for 
the good of others? Are my exchanges with online 
‘friends’ “alway with grace, seasoned with salt” (Col. 
4:6)? Many of us have profited from good material 
on social media: articles addressing day-to-day 
problems in the Christian life, blogs that focus on 
Christ, comments on sermons heard, and notes of 
theological discussions and questions arising.  We 
are thankful for posts such as these, and pray that 
they will be used by the Lord.

The Internet can be a blessing, and especially sites 
like Facebook, but there is great need to evaluate our 
use of it, and ensure that our sites and postings stand 
out from those of the world. So perhaps it is time for 
those of us who may be misusing social media to heed 
what the Lord says:“Consider your ways” (Hag. 1:5).
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Obituary – Mr Alasdair MacLeod, Garrabost 
(Rev. Graeme Craig)

On 25th August 2016, as the Congregation of 
Stornoway began their summer Communion 
season, they learned of the passing of one 

of their dear members to that place of unbroken 
communion with the Saviour. Alasdair MacLeod, 
Garrabost, who had attained the age of 72 the previous 
day, was brought up in the Point district of Lewis. 
Although no stranger to the Bible, it was not until 
1985, when he was 41, that he experienced the first 
stirring of his soul. It was the Sabbath evening of the 
October Communion season in his home congregation 
of Point Free Church. Enabled by grace to close with 
Christ in the Gospel, he did not unduly delay a public 
profession, but became a communicant member in 
Point Free Church the following October.

Whether in the workplace as a painter and 
decorator, or in the Church, he bore a quiet and faithful 
testimony to the Lord. He had a sharp wit, and was 
good in company. He delighted in the fellowship of the 
Lord’s people. Especially in his early years as a believer 
he loved the company of older Christians and sought 
to be with them, especially at communion seasons. It 
is here, in the fellowship of the saints, and at the feet 
of mature and experienced pilgrims, that the believer 
will grow in grace.

In 1994 Alasdair was elected as a Deacon in Point, 
and then in 1997 as an Elder. He remained an office-
bearer in Point until the troubles which disturbed the 
Church at the end of last century led him to associate 
with that group of believers who were to form what 
is now the congregation in Stornoway. Here he was 
a faithful member. For the last eight or nine years 
of his life he was troubled with ill-health, but was 
diligent in his attendance at the means of grace as his 
health allowed. His complaint however, was not about 
the state of his physical health, but the problem of 
indwelling sin. Towards the beginning of this period 
he suffered damage to his voice and public prayer 
was no longer possible. Being of a diffident nature, he 
never complained of this but it was a great loss to his 
brethren in Christ. Many could testify to the blessing 
they received as he led them in prayer in his native 
Gaelic and sought the Lord’s grace and help at the 
throne of grace.

Alasdair maintained a steadfast testimony to the 
end, and his desire was that his family might all come 
to know the Lord he had come to know, and share in 
the friendship of that one who is the faithful friend, 
the brother born for adversity. To his sorrowing wife, 
Jean, his daughters Karen and Marina, and three 
granddaughters, we offer our heartfelt sympathy, while 

rejoicing in the salvation that is to be found in Christ. 
“These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.” (Rev. 7:14,15)

All-Age Holiday 2018 (Rev. Andrew Allan)

Rev. John Keddie has agreed to be the speaker 
at the 2018 Free Church (Continuing) All-Age 
Holiday. The holiday will be held from 14th to 

21st July (inclusive) at the Windmill Christian Centre, 
Arbroath (D.V.). More details, including prices, will be 
announced early in the new year.
allageholiday.org.uk
facebook.com/freechurchcontinuingallageholiday
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Church News

New Psalm CD (Rev. Andrew Allan)

Acompilation Psalm CD entitled Praise the Lord 
is now available.

The Psalms on this single CD have been 
compiled from recordings found on volumes 1 to 12 of 
the ‘Worthy to be Praised’ CD series, produced by the 
Psalmody Committee of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing). The CD insert contains the words of the 
Psalms found on the disk.

The CD contains 30 selections and is available from 
Rev. Andrew R. Allan, 23 Kingfisher Drive, Glasgow, 
G13 4QA (0141 328 1707), along with the ‘Worthy 
to be Praised’ volumes 1 to 12. The CDs are priced at 
£8.00 each + £2.50 postage.

The Committee would like to express their grateful 
thanks to Rev. Bill & Mrs Isobel Scott for spearheading 
the Compilation Disk project and bringing it to a 
successful conclusion.

Battle for Mindanao Far from Over  
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

With the battle for Marawi City over, IS 
and its affiliates in the Philippines are 
recruiting and regrouping across western 

Mindanao. They target displaced Muslims and Islamist 
sympathisers who are furious about the destruction of 
Marawi, which they blame on the Philippine military. 
Senior intelligence officials warn that wealthy ‘sleeper-
cells are everywhere’ and that Cotabato City ‘could be 
the next Marawi’. Exploiting the situation for political 
gain, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) is 
insisting that peace in Mindanao is only possible with 
the establishment of an autonomous Islamic sub-
state. President Duterte agrees and is eager to have 
the potentially unconstitutional law enacted by March 
2018. With continuing Islamic guerrilla war and 
the prospect of MILF rule, there is much to concern 
Mindanao’s Christian minority. Please pray for the 
Philippines and its Christians.

Thought for the New Year  
(From Bogatzky’s Golden Treasury)

“And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, 
saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord” (Mark 11:9)

Anew scene of time begins; put up thy Hosanna, 
O my soul, that the Lord may save, bless, and 
prosper thee. May He grant thee a “Happy 

New Year” indeed! For this purpose begin it with a 
dedication of thyself to God. Thy time, circumstances, 
and life, are in His hand; with faith and love implore 
His blessing and protection over thee this ensuing year. 
Begin this, and every following day with prayer. Let God 
have thy first thoughts in the morning; the impression 
they make will not be easily erased by worldly matters. 
Grace is promised in the use of means; be thou diligent 
then, and punctual in the performance of them; let 
thy daily request be for an increasing knowledge of 
thyself, and of Jesus Christ in His offices; for a sense 
of pardoning mercy; for a lively, vigorous faith; for 
communion with the Father and the Son through the 
Spirit; for true holiness in heart and life; for strength 
and protection against thy spiritual foes, and for 
persevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for the 
prosperity of Zion: they prosper that love her. Oh, pray 
for thy friends and relations, begging the Almighty 
to take them into covenant relation to Himself; for a 
blessing on thy worldly affairs; for a sanctified use of 
health or sickness, prosperity or adversity, as God shall 
please to send. Perhaps, O my soul, this may be the last 
year of the Lord’s patience, and thy pilgrimage. Is thy 
state safe? Art thou a real believer in Jesus? Is the oil 
of grace in thy vessel? If so thou art prepared for every 
emergency.
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COMMENT
THEOLOGY MATTERS
What your minister subscribes to is important

In Romans Chapter 1 we learn how fallen man 
changes the truth of God into a lie. He is so vain 
and foolish as to fashion images of the divine Being, 

with devastating moral and ethical consequences. Bad 
theology has bad consequences for man’s behaviour, 
as may be seen from some recent examples.

A few years ago the British Baptist minister, 
Steve Chalke, announced his acceptance of same-sex 
relationships. What few considered at the time were 
the changes in his theology which made this a logical 
outcome for him. Having reimagined the cross by 
denying penal substitution, he publicly announced his 
new formulation as ‘The Lost Message of Jesus’. What it 
really revealed was the lost soul of Steve Chalke. Having 
rewritten theology at its core, it was easy for Chalke to 
reinterpret Scripture with regard to human sexuality. 

Two years ago Stan Mitchell, pastor of GracePointe 
Church in Nashville, Tennessee, USA, was ‘poster boy’ 
for Time magazine when he led his 800-1000 strong 
congregation to accept same-sex marriage. Hailed as a 
‘bellwether’ moment for evangelical churches, it now 
transpires that the congregation has lost two-thirds 
of its membership, resulting in a financial crisis which 
can only be resolved by selling its property. Many will 
look merely at the decision, but Mitchell’s journey to 
embracing sexual deviancy began when he adjusted 
orthodox theology, first rejecting what he termed 
‘meticulous sovereignty’ and then succumbing to 
‘process theology’ and ‘open theism’.

The encouragement for us is that no matter how much 
cultural progressives push their agenda, applauding 
apostasy and denigrating orthodox belief, they will not 
succeed in conquering the church of Christ. The apostle 
John wrote: “Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) The American 
Christian philosopher, Gordon Clark, commented: 
“John’s words are indeed true. We children of God have 
conquered the false prophets. They failed to convince us 
of...higher criticism. They failed to convince us that there 
was no Hittite nation [Gen. 15:20]. They failed to convince 
us that the Pentateuch [Genesis to Deuteronomy] was 
written after the Babylonian captivity. We still believe in 
the virgin birth, the atonement, and the resurrection. We 
have conquered them!” The reason is, as John also says, 
they are led by the spirit of antichrist, but the Spirit of 
God in our hearts is far greater.

NATIONAL RELIGION
Where is God now gone?

The revolt from biblical belief in Christian 
countries continues. The New Zealand 
Parliament has decided to drop reference to 

Jesus Christ in prayer. The official prayer said before 
each session of Parliament concludes with the words 
“through Jesus Christ our Lord”. That ‘offending’ clause 
is now to be deleted. To whom exactly the new prayer 
is meant to be offered is a mystery, but, with the Name 
of the only Mediator between God and men omitted, it 
has certainly ceased to be Christian in character.

The Church of Sweden, the largest Lutheran 
denomination in Europe, and led since 2014 by a 
woman Archbishop named Antje Jackelén, has told its 
clergy to use ‘gender neutral terms’ when referring to 
the supreme deity. Words such as ‘he’ and ‘Lord’ are to 
be dropped in favour of ‘God’, as the latter is not ‘gender 
specific’. Some people have objected, noting that such a 
move undermines the doctrine of the Trinity and will 
affect relations with other Christian denominations, 
but a feature of liberalism is that it tends to be blind to 
such concerns.

Apparently the Guides (‘Girl Guides’) in the UK have 
decided that ‘grace’ should no longer be observed in 
their groups, as it may offend Muslims and atheists. 
While acknowledging that it may be traditional to say 
or sing grace before meals, leaders are now asked to 
consider how this might make members of a different 
faith or no faith ‘feel’. The use of “a statement that 
doesn’t make reference to any particular god or 
faith” is recommended, an example being: “Let’s all 
take a moment to show gratitude for this food and to 
remember how fortunate we are to have this meal”. 
It is sad how this organisation has capitulated to 
secularism of late.

In welcome contrast, and as a needed rebuke to us, 
the Parliament in Roman Catholic Poland has voted 
to phase out Sabbath shopping almost entirely over 
the next few years. In Protestant countries a fairly 
strict public observance of the Sabbath was enforced 
even into the last century. The campaign to liberalise 
the law in the UK contrasted the situation here with 
the more relaxed ‘continental Sunday’ favoured by 
the liberal elites. How far we have gone in the wrong 
direction! Poland is becoming increasingly opposed 
to the European project, being out of step with it on 
numerous issues. Perhaps the Lord will use its example 
(not its Romanism) to encourage others.
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THE FLOATING FREE CHURCH

Rev. Maurice J. Roberts

The Floating Church of Strontian is too important 
to be forgotten, even in our own secular age. 
This is all the more so in view of the fact that 

it has a fascinating link with our beloved Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing), even to this present day. The 
Floating Church was built at Port Glasgow and was 
launched on the waters of the Clyde on June 12th 1846 
– just three years after the famous Disruption of 1843, 
when the Free Church of Scotland was born.

The Design of the Church
The very proportions of this Floating Church are worth 
knowing since they give us an idea as to how many 
people in rural areas of Scotland loved to go to church 
in those days. We read that it was seventy-eight feet 
long, by twenty-four feet broad, by seventeen feet in 
height. It could seat four hundred people easily and 
could, we are informed, when necessary, accommodate 
over seven hundred worshippers comfortably. In 
shape it was apparently rounded at one end and flat at 
the other end. It was flat-bottomed in design, to ensure 
it had a shallow draught.

Worshippers entered the Floating Church by the 
stern, or rear end of the ship. Access was by three 
doors inside: a central door to “the body of the Kirk”; 
and two other doors to the galleries. Worshippers had 
to seat themselves first in the seats of the lower part of 

the vessel. The galleries were the last to be occupied. 
This order of seating was essential so as to avoid the 
possibility of the entire vessel becoming top-heavy 
and so capsizing. To provide light there were three 
windows in the roof, and these could be removed to 
give ventilation, if required.

The vestry, where the preacher sat before entering 
the congregational area to preach God’s word, was in 
the bow, or front end of the vessel. It had, in addition 
to being the vestry area, sleeping accommodation for 
visiting ministers. In the summer season students 
from the Free Church College in Edinburgh would stay 
there, no doubt to give supply-preaching needed at 
that time of year.

There was a handsome pulpit in front of the vestry, 
covered over with black velvet. A desk for the precentor 
stood in front of the pulpit, being the place where 
the men would sit who led the praise. In those days 
there was no musical instrument in the conservative 
Reformed churches. Metrical Psalms were sung to 
God without organ or piano accompaniment. Our 
Free Church fathers were concerned to honour the 
Regulative Principle of worship that nothing be done 
in the worship of God except what He has commanded 
in Holy Scripture.

Where the Church was Moored
When this impressive Floating Church was ready it 
began its journey from Port Glasgow, round the Mull 
of Kintyre, onwards to the Sound of Mull, into Loch 
Sunart and finally into Ardnastang Bay near Strontian, 
in western Lochaber. Here it was anchored and began 
its unique life as a sanctuary for the godly men and 
women who were to worship in its sturdy hull in years 
to come. The journey from Port Glasgow to its final 
anchorage took one and a half days. It was towed along 
by two steam tugs. When the Floating Church reached 

A recently-discovered anchor of the 
Floating Church in Loch Sunart

CHURCH HISTORY

Ardnastang Bay
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Church History

Ardnastang Bay it was positioned about a hundred and 
fifty yards away from the shore. Passengers – or rather, 
the worshippers – were ferried from shore to ship by 
means of rowing-boats. There was a fixed line also 
along the route from the shore to the ship.

Here, in this unique building, and for the next 
twenty-five years, godly men and women were to 
gather in the Name of Christ our Lord to hear the 
preaching of faithful ministers of God. By all accounts 
worshippers would walk for many miles on foot to 
attend the services in this Floating Church. In times of 
Communion, and when distinguished preachers came 
to take services, the attendance in the church might 
be over seven hundred. These were days when our 
forefathers in Scotland hungered to hear the preaching 
of God’s truth. If necessary they would come into 
church wet with rain, but still thirsting to hear God’s 
voice to needy, dying, sinners.

Why the Church was Built
Those who are familiar with Scottish Church History 
will realise that the reason why the Floating Church 
was built is immediately related to the Disruption of 
1843. Scottish church life has witnessed more than 
one occasion when God’s people had to suffer for their 
obedience to His truth. So it was in the days of the 
Floating Church.

A great number of church members felt conscience-
bound to follow the four hundred ministers who 
walked out from the Church of Scotland Assembly in 
Edinburgh on May 18th, 1843, under the leadership 
of Dr Andrew Welsh and Dr Thomas Chalmers. The 
consequence was that many church people in Scotland 
lost their church buildings and had no alternative, out 
of conscience towards God, but to hold their church 
services in a hired building, or in the open air.

This was the problem that occasioned the 
construction of this unique Floating Church. The local 
landlord of the parish of Strontian refused to allow 
Free Church people to erect a new church building on 
his land, nor could any alternative site or building be 
obtained. However, in spite of local economic problems 
made worse by a potato-famine, money was raised 
by these dear people in Strontian to obtain a unique 
solution – to buy an off-shore floating building! The 
man who supervised the construction of this Floating 
Church was a Mr Robert Brown of Fairlie. We honour 
him for the care which he showed for God’s cause.

God’s Providence
God’s ways in providence are wonderful. One night, as 
the years went by, there was a great storm, and the tide 
carried the Floating Church onto the nearby shore, 
where it broke its moorings. It continued to be used as 
a place of worship for some time. Happily though the 
attitude of the local land-owning family changed for the 
better. It had been Sir James Riddell who had forbidden 

the Free Church people to build on his land. However 
his son, Sir Thomas Riddell, now gave permission for 
the Free Church to erect a church building on his land. 
This new place of worship was ready for use in 1873, 
just thirty years after the Disruption.

We mentioned earlier that the Floating Church has 
links with our Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
today. First, there is a family connection. The very 
first minister of this Floating Church, the Rev. John 
MacQueen, was the great-grandfather of Mrs Ferrier, 
the widow of the highly-respected Rev. Hugh Ferrier 
of the Inverness Free North Church, and latterly of 
the Free Church (Continuing). In the course of time 
a daughter of the Rev. John MacQueen married the 
Rev. Hector Cameron of Back in the Isle of Lewis. This 
Rev. Hector Cameron had the distinction of being the 
only minister in the Isle of Lewis who stood with the 
Free Church of Scotland in 1900. For this he has been 
greatly honoured.

A Message for Us
But there is also a spiritual connection. A Christian, and 
especially a minister, must always seek to put his duty 
to God before all thought of personal comfort. Our first 
duty in church life is to stand up for pure theology and 
pure worship. In this light we need to remember that 
the Floating Church has a visual (and vital) message 
for all Christians: “It is always right to suffer loss if that 
is the only way to keep a good conscience”.

Sketch of the congregation gathering

Scale model of the Floating Church

Photos courtesy of www.strontianfloatingchurch.co.uk.
The website has information about efforts to raise and
preserve the Floating Church’s recently-discovered anchor.
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Particular Redemption: The End 
and Design of the Death of Christ
John Hurrion, Banner of Truth 
Trust, pbk, 135pp, £5.75

Hurrion (c.1675-1731) was 
a Nonconformist preacher 
in Norfolk and London. The 

book has four chapters, based on 
the words of Titus 2:14, “Christ 
gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works”. The various 
chapters expound the doctrine of redemption and in 
particular the end, design, extent and importance of the 
death of Christ.

The first two chapters were preached as part of a 
series of twenty-six lectures given over several weeks 
at Lime Street, London, “in Defence of Some Important 
Doctrines of the Gospel”. Hurrion had prepared the third 
sermon but was unable to preach it due to ill-health; this 
sermon is however included in this book, along with the 
notes of what would have been his fourth sermon.

The background to these sermons is detailed in a 
preface by John Elias, and in a very helpful introduction 
by Rev. Iain H. Murray. Hurrion saw the need to defend 
the doctrine of particular redemption against the 
view held by Richard Baxter, which was essentially 
that Christ died merely to render man’s salvation 
possible. The implication of such an Amyraldian view 
is that Christ’s death did not secure the justification of 
all for whom he suffered, as faith was regarded as a 
continuing element to make salvation secure.

The first two chapters address the extent of Christ’s 
redemption. Hurrion argues that Christ did not give 
Himself to redeem all men conditionally, the view held 
by Baxter, but rather that He died to redeem a chosen 
number. He expounds texts which illustrate that Christ 
died only for them for whom He purchased all the means 
necessary to their enjoyment of salvation, and that 
salvation is all of grace. The third chapter argues against 
texts such as “for the world” and “for all men” being 
used to promote the idea of universal salvation. In the 
final chapter he deals with the objection that particular 
redemption is inconsistent with the general calls that 
are given in Scripture to all men to believe. He concludes 
by giving several points of application that provide an 
encouraging and uplifting conclusion to the book. All 
twelve points are worthy of careful consideration but I 
will refer to just two by way of illustration: firstly, how 

precious Christ should be to all believers; and secondly, 
how acceptable the gospel should be both to them that 
preach it and those who hear it.

The book is recommended for its relatively succinct 
handling of these important issues, and for the timely 
reminder that otherwise good men can sometimes hold 
views which are not fully in keeping with God’s Word.
Dr Andrew Naylor (Leverburgh)

Learning from Lord Mackay – 
Life and Work in Two Kingdoms
J. Cameron Fraser, SoS-Books, 
pbk, 128pp, £9.50

By any reckoning Lord 
Mackay of Clashfern (born 
1927) is a remarkable 

man. As Sinclair Ferguson states 
in his Foreword, it would be good 
to have a full-size biography, 
and the present work whets one’s appetite for such. 
However, Lord Mackay, being a humble man, has so far 
resisted requests for a biography or an autobiography.

What we have here is a kind of lengthy essay in 
support of the ‘two kingdoms’ concept (the American 
idea of church and state being two completely separate 
kingdoms) and a brief introduction to Lord Mackay’s work 
in both. Lord Mackay grew up in the Free Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, in Edinburgh. Eventually he became 
an elder and Assistant Clerk and Legal Adviser to the 
Synod. After studying Mathematics in Edinburgh and 
teaching for a couple of years at St Andrews University 
he began to study law. Having one of the best legal minds 
Scotland has ever produced, he rose quickly through the 
ranks, eventually becoming Lord Advocate of Scotland 
(1979-84) and Lord Chancellor of Great Britain (1987-
97). He served in the two kingdoms of church and state.

Sadly, politics is the art of compromise. Lord 
Mackay made an uncompromising stand on many 
issues. His observance of the Sabbath is commendable 
and well-known. In other matters his actions were 
more controversial, especially within the strict Free 
Presbyterian Church. He was disciplined by that body 
for attending the funeral of a colleague where the Mass 
was celebrated. Commendably he wished no hard 
things said about the Free Presbyterians in this book. 
He has been criticised by many evangelical Christians 
for promoting his Family Law Bill. Though his intention 
was to save and strengthen marriages, yet by reducing 
to one year the time taken to obtain a divorce and 
introducing the ‘no fault’ idea, the end result has been 
the further undermining of marriage.

The book is worth reading. It is fascinating to learn more 
of this gifted and gracious man’s life. The appendices, one 
of which gives his speech in the House of Lords in favour 
of his Family Law Bill, and the other his understanding of 
the future of the establishment of religion in both England 
and Scotland, are also interesting.
Rev. William Macleod

BOOK
REVIEWS
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Partick   
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Rothesay    
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Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh   
Harris - Scalpay   
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery
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Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
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Strath    
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations
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Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
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Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
27 Morison Avenue, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2HQ
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Nov 2016
£
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26,352
35,270
19,879
11,217
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8,050
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104,456

2,000
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CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2017

£

0
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0
0
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0
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0
0
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0
5
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0
0
0
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0
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0
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0
0
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55,689
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900
24,503
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14,500
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Nov 2017
£

1,500
1,558
5,000
1,700

0
9,758

5,000
100

1,000
0

6,100

388
0

200
1,500
1,150
2,000
1,000

0
6,238

1,774
1,400
1,800
1,860
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16,183

1,450
1,300
1,150

450
1,500
1,500
7,350

0

45,629

989
0

46,618

0
46,618

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
January:     February:   March:
14  St Louis    18  Stornoway   11  Columbia, Cross, Portree   
21  Greenville    25  Harris   18  Glasgow–Knightswood
28  Atlanta        25  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane, Scalpay–Harris



“Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is
unsearchable. One generation shall praise thy works to another, and
shall declare thy mighty acts.”

Psalm 145:3-4
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The Windmill Christian Centre in Arbroath, location for the 2018 All-Age Holiday (courtesy of the Centre)


