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It is unusual for a leader to promise His followers 
difficulty. It is not an attractive offer in a day like 
our own, when people want instant gratification, 

even in religion. Yet that is what Christ says to His 
disciples. He tells them: “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation” (John 16:33). It is something which is not 
always understood at the outset of the Christian life, 
when we are tasting the sweetness of forgiveness and 
basking in the Saviour’s love. But sooner or later the 
believer finds that he is not always on the mountain-
top of joy; sometimes he is in the valley of sorrow.

New Christians especially need to grasp this fact: 
otherwise they will grow faint in the way and stumble 
in their walk. To be born again and united to Christ by 
faith is to know a wonderful change in our lives: “old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). We are reconciled to God, who is a 
Father to us. We have Jesus as our Mediator and receive 
of His fullness. We have the Spirit as the Comforter in 
our hearts. The believer is indeed “saved in the Lord 
with an everlasting salvation” (Isa. 45:17). And then 
troubles come.

Man’s Fall
The Bible says, “Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble.” (Job 14:1) Adam was not 
born of a woman but was formed from the dust of the 
ground by God, and given the breath of life, becoming 
a living soul. Eve was not born of a woman either, 
but was taken out of Adam’s side. Our first parents 
belonged to the original creation which God viewed 
with satisfaction, because it was “very good” (Gen. 
1:31). They were not subject to afflictions of any kind 
while they remained without sin – an existence we 
can only imagine. Yet tempted by Satan they each took 
and ate of the one fruit which God had forbidden to 
them. Adam sinned and fell as the covenant head and 
representative of all mankind, and was judged for his 
sin.

The consequences of Adam’s disobedience come to 
us all. God’s elect are “by nature the children of wrath, 

even as others” (Eph. 2:3). Though chosen in love and 
destined for heaven, they partake of the miseries of 
this world as well as its delights: belonging to a corrupt 
race they know pain and sickness, ageing and death; 
inhabiting a cursed creation they know toil, famine, 
earthquakes and other disasters. The Lord could 
remove His people from such a world one by one, at 
the time of their conversion, but in His wisdom He 
leaves them here. The experience believers have in the 
state of grace is the best preparation they could have 
for the state of glory, and that includes the troubles 
they encounter.

Christ’s Image
The troubles which Christ promised to His disciples 
were more than those that are common to mankind. 
He was referring to things which would come to them 
because they were His followers. What does it mean to 
follow Christ? The answer is evident from the words 
which the Lord addressed to the children of Israel, 
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3) The same mind which was in Christ must be in 
His people, by the working of His grace: the denying 
of self, the carrying of a cross, and a single-minded 
determination to obey the Word of God (Matt. 16:24). 
The world and many in the church have no desire for 
that: it is too humbling and unsatisfying to the flesh; 
yet we cannot get to heaven without it.

Following Christ requires turning from sin daily. 
What a plague sin is to the Christian, as it was to 
the apostle Paul (Rom. 7:24)! In our hearts there is 
besetting sin, presumptuous sin and secret sin. Is sin 
your greatest trouble? You cannot be joined to the pure 
and holy Saviour and it not be. If sin troubles you then 
the devil will trouble you also. You have been delivered 
from the power of darkness and translated into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son (Col. 1:13), which is a blow 
to his pride. So Satan does what he can to recover 
you. Wherever he sees anything of Christ’s image and 
likeness, which is hateful to him, he will launch his 
fiery darts of temptation, with the aim of harming the 

Editorial

TRIBULATION AND TRIUMPH
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saints. These darts can only be quenched by taking the 
shield of faith.

Perilous Times
Christ declared His disciples to be “the salt of the 
earth” (Matt. 5:13). Salt has preservative and enriching 
qualities, but it will produce pain if applied to an open 
sore. The witness of a gracious individual can be like salt 
“rubbed into the wounds”: it irritates the conscience of 
those who are bent on enjoying the pleasures of sin. A 
godly life is a rebuke to such and it often provokes a 
hostile reaction. Indeed, to live “godly in Christ Jesus” 
is to invite persecution (2 Tim. 3:12): this we must 
bear willingly, following the perfect example of Christ 
and for His sake.

Perilous times belong to the last days in which 
we have been appointed to live. Satan has his “little 
season” before he finally meets his end (Rev. 20:3,10). 
One of the perils of our times is the duplicity we find 
in the religious realm. Rome is reasserting herself, 
deceiving many into thinking that she is the genuine 
representation of Christianity. Islam is spreading itself 
in Western nations, disguised as the “religion of peace”. 
Arminianism is still persuading 
men that salvation lies ultimately 
in their own hands. Emotionalism 
is being substituted for the work 
of the Spirit. To stand against these 
things will bring us into difficulty 
and we may get discouraged. 
And there is something more. We 
will meet with the temptation to 
be bitter and to murmur against 
God, and even to turn back from 
following Christ.

The Calling
What is our calling in times of trouble? When he suffered 
the loss of nearly everything, Job fell down upon the 
ground and worshipped the God who is sovereign 
over all our affairs: “Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” (Job 1:20,21). There was a wonderful faith 
and great humility in Job, despite his profound grief. 
He was then tempted by his wife to “curse God, and 
die”, but there was a gracious submission to the Lord’s 
will: “What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil?” (2:9,10). Can we do 
likewise under our own trials?

The Lord requires us to make our stand upon His 
Word and not to leave that ground for any reason. 
In times of difficulty perhaps we wonder how long 
our trial will continue. We may also say to ourselves, 
“If only I knew what the outcome would be then my 
trouble would be so much easier to bear!” In the final 
chapter of his prophecy Daniel asks, “O my Lord, what 

shall be the end of these things?” The answer God gives 
his servant is: “Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” (Dan. 
12:8,9) He was to give himself wholly to his duties, 
trusting in the Lord and waiting patiently upon Him. 
Samuel Rutherford put the matter this way: “Let us be 
faithful and care for our own part, which is to do and 
suffer for Him, and lay Christ’s part on Himself, and 
leave it there; duties are ours, events are the Lord’s.” 
Grace will teach us not to question either the wisdom 
of God’s dealings with us or the genuineness of His 
love toward us.

In our troubles we cry to the Lord with an 
earnestness and intensity which we do not have 
at other times. David certainly did that. “Give ear 
to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my 
supplication. Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn 
in my complaint, and make a noise” (Ps. 55:1,2). We 
gather up our spiritual strength as we come before 
God’s throne, and pour out our hearts to Him for His 
help. Christ Himself, who as a man enjoyed perfect 
communion with God, prayed with “strong crying and 
tears” in Gethsemane (Heb. 5:7). We are not saved from 

troubles but we are delivered out of 
them, for which we are indebted to 
the providence of God. By grace our 
troubles have a sanctifying effect, 
causing us to love Christ more and 
the world less.

The Consolation
Surrounding Christ’s promise of 
tribulation for His followers are 
the comforting words of peace and 

victory. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace...but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” In His lovingkindness the Lord 
sustains His people, and they enjoy His peace in the 
midst of all their afflictions. Their troubles may abound 
here, but they will soon be entering the kingdom above, 
sharing in the triumph of Christ (Acts 14:22). They will 
leave all sin and sorrow behind them, yet looking back 
they will see what the Lord accomplished for them 
even – and perhaps especially – in their trials.

Many want the triumph without the tribulation. 
They want an easy passage to glory, with no stormy seas 
or contrary winds. But we cannot have that. The rule is, 
“as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also 
of the consolation” (2 Cor. 1:7). The Lord employs our 
troubles here to produce the holiness which fits us for 
heaven. Are you weary of your troubles as a follower of 
Christ? Remember this: just one moment spent in the 
better country, and one glimpse of Christ in His beauty, 
will more than compensate for all the difficulties you 
met with along the way.

Tribulation and Triumph

“The Lord employs 
our troubles here 
to produce the 
holiness which fits 
us for heaven.”
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(Part of a sermon found in ‘The Free Church Pulpit’ 
published in 1927. At the time when the sermon 
was preached Mr MacRae was minister of Kilmuir & 
Stenscholl in the Isle of Skye.)

“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” (Jeremiah 31:3)

There is a little one waking suddenly at midnight. 
How dark it is! How quiet it is! How lonely! And 
the little eyes wander out through the window 

and gaze a moment at the quiet, quiet stars shimmering 
silently down upon a sleeping world. Ah, how lonely! 
And the tears come, but at the first whimper a tender 
arm comes quietly around the frightened child and 
he feels himself drawn into the warm shelter of the 
mother-breast, and all is well; tears and loneliness are 
all forgotten, and the little eyes close in placid content. 
Friend, that is a picture of your soul’s experience. You 
have found yourself out in the night with hope almost 
gone, and your spirit has been overwhelmed with the 
loneliness of life. Hard by from out of the darkness 
seemed to come the triumphant laugh of the Foul 
Fiend, and your affrighted spirit trembled within you. 
But ah! just then you felt the touch of a tender Hand – 
it was only a touch, the touch of a hidden Hand in the 
night, but it was enough, and thus you were drawn by 
His loving-kindness.

There is a father there troubled because he must 
needs take away the plaything of his child. To do so he 
is loath, but it must needs be done or harm may hap 
the little one. At last the plaything is removed, and oh! 
the grief is poignant, but tenderly the father kisses the 
tears away, and then, after that, the loss is not so hard 
to bear. And is not that your soul again? The Lord sees 
that some idol or some engrossing interest must needs 
be removed ere your soul suffer loss. He is loath to do 
it, but it must needs be done, and at last the blow falls, 
and, oh! it is cruel. But He takes you up and He kisses 
you with the tender kisses of heavenly consolation, 
and after that, although flesh and blood still cry out, it 
is not so hard to bear.

Has He not drawn you thus?
Tired out with the play of the long, long summer’s 

day, the little one stumbles in and falls fast asleep upon 

the floor. Gently the mother bears him to a couch, lays 
a coverlet over him, places a pillow under his head, 
and leaves him to his slumbers. Utterly worn out with 
the long struggle against sin, you have thrown yourself 
down in despair at the side of life’s way, unable to take 
one other step upon the heavenly journey. Thus Christ 
found you. And tenderly He lifted you and laid you to 
rest in the couch of His promise, covered you with the 
coverlet of His love, and put a pillow under your weary 
head that you might awake with strength renewed. 
And this was the pillow He put under you:–

“Whom have I in the heavens high
    but thee, O Lord, alone?
And in the earth whom I desire
    besides thee there is none.”

Do you feel your heart going out afresh after Him 
while you listen to His Word? Has all the coldness, the 
hardness, and the unbelief melted away, and do you 
feel once more that Christ is supremely precious to 
your soul? Then this is one more love visit; then once 
again Christ has come to you to make known the fact 
that He still loves you with this wondrous, everlasting 
love; and it is just because of this that He now in grace 
draws you.

Perhaps you feel your heart drawn out to Him who 
never felt it so before; in a strange new way a hungry 
heart goes out wistfully after Him. Then this is an 
evidence that a day of power has come and that He has 
made you willing, and if He has, then you also are loved 
with this everlasting love. Many a weary step you will 
have to take yet ere you reach Zion’s gate, and many 
a time you will lose sight of your Heavenly Lover, but 
never will you lose His love. And, remember, when 
Satan tempts you to despair, that a lost sense of His 
love is no evidence of love departed.

And do you who know nothing of this love, not 
feel troubled at your lack of it? Is it nothing to you 
that you are outside Christ’s love? Can you with 
equanimity face life without it? You may, although 
at best it is a lonely business, but can you face death 
without it? Can you face eternity without it? Can you 
face judgment without it? Oh, be wise, and in a day of 
grace, and while strength and reason remain, knock 
at a door of mercy and your errand cannot be in vain, 
for His promise is, “Him that cometh unto Me, I will in 
no wise cast out.”

DEVOTIONAL

EVERLASTING LOVE
Rev. Kenneth MacRae
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“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.                  
2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in 
all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them 
to you. 3 But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man 
praying or prophesying, having his head covered, 
dishonoureth his head. 5 But every woman that prayeth 
or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth 
her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 
6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: 
but if it be a shame for a woman 
to be shorn or shaven, let her be 
covered. 7 For a man indeed ought 
not to cover his head, forasmuch 
as he is the image and glory of 
God: but the woman is the glory 
of the man. 8 For the man is not 
of the woman; but the woman of 
the man. 9 Neither was the man 
created for the woman; but the 
woman for the man. 10 For this 
cause ought the woman to have 
power on her head because of the 
angels. 11 Nevertheless neither 
is the man without the woman, 
neither the woman without the man, in the Lord.          
12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man 
also by the woman; but all things of God. 13 Judge in 
yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God 
uncovered? 14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, 
that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 
15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: 
for her hair is given her for a covering. 16 But if any 
man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, 
neither the churches of God.” 
(1 Corinthians 11:1-16)

How do we worship God? Man’s way or God’s 
way? The equality of man and woman in grace 
does not abolish God’s appointed order. The 

Word of God confirms what nature already teaches 
and the personal freedom of the sexes is quite 
consistent with the subordination of both to Christ as 
the Head of the church and the nation, and with the 
subordination of the woman to the man as the head 

of the family. We live in an age when authority and 
submission are despised (as they have been since the 
events recorded in Genesis Chapter 3 where we see 
the beginning of man’s rebellion), but they are not 
despised by God. We expect rebellion against God in 
the world, but the leaven of defiance is spreading in 
the church also, especially in that most important of 
activities – the worship of God.

The Creation Order
There were those in the Church at Corinth who 

thought the Apostle Paul was 
wrong in asserting that a 
woman’s hair is not a sufficient 
covering of the head, and not an 
adequate symbol of her being 
under the headship of man, as 
God ordained at the creation. 
Paul states that God appointed 
a second headcovering for the 
woman at public worship (he 
uses different words in the 
original Greek in verse 10, 
translated “power”, and verse 
15, translated “covering”), yet 
some then were opposing the 

authority of Scripture, as some are today. No Church 
ever prospered in doing that, except in becoming 
popular with the world and the worldly. For Paul 
this was not a minor matter, as the headcovering 
was something appointed by God, and he told the 
Corinthians this (vv.2,16).

Half of the chapter is devoted to this issue, so it 
is not a little thing. We live in a society where there 
are forceful attempts to obliterate the creation-
distinction between male and female. Many 
churchgoers think the headcovering is simply a 
historical matter, limited to a culture of two thousand 
years ago, but the ordinance is derived from creation 
and is essential for good order in the church, so it 
must be permanent. Moreover, as we learn from the 
passage, what men and women put on their heads in 
public worship either honours or dishonours their 
spiritual head (vv.4,5). It is a false argument to say that 
“difference equals inequality”. Duties are involved in 
every area of life, and subordination to ‘management’ 

“Duties are involved 
in every area of life, 
and subordination 
to ‘management’ 
is also necessary 
for good order and 
proper functioning.”

DOCTRINE

THE HEADCOVERING 
IN PUBLIC WORSHIP

Rev. James Clark
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The Headcovering in Public Worship

is also necessary for good order 
and proper functioning. There 
are also duties in the church 
(vv.7,10) and this is “fitting” 
(v.13) for those who want to 
obey Christ’s orders as the Head 
of His church – or are someone 
else’s orders governing the 
church nowadays?

Furthermore, it would be 
absurd to say that the “covering” 
Paul has in mind for the woman 
in worship is her hair, as the 
consequence would be that for 
the man to not have a covering 
in worship he would have to be 
without hair at all!

Equality and Authority
Many say that they want their ‘freedom’, but we 
are never free to disobey God. In society in general 
there is, as in the church, equality but also authority. 
Those who serve in the Police and in the Army wear 
symbols of being under authority, and they must 
wear them. When a woman is converted to Christ 
and joins the church, she is a woman still and still 
equal to a man, but in worship she wears a symbol 
of her being under authority. This is by the command 
and appointment of the King and Head of the New 
Testament church, which is unchangeably one in all 
ages and in all cultures of the world. If a woman loves 
Christ then she will do as He says. We remember the 
words of Mary the mother of Christ to the servants at 
the wedding in Cana of Galilee: “Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it.” (John 2:5) The paintings in the Roman 
catacombs (underground burial chambers where the 
early Christians sometimes met for worship) show 
the women with coverings on their hair when at 
worship. Men and women are equally redeemed by 
Christ and equally important to Him, but there must 
not be a reversal of their roles, whether in the family, 
in the church, or elsewhere.

Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 11 builds up 
to an authoritative statement in verse 16, where he 
says in effect: “This is the way things are done in the 
apostolic Church.” Let us keep to the Word of God.

Comments to Consider
While Scripture is our supreme authority, we believe 
that the following comments on the passage in 1 
Corinthians 11 are helpful regarding the subject of 
the headcovering:

John Calvin: “He says that the man commits 
an offence against Christ his head, if he prays or 
prophesies with his head covered. Why so? Because he 
is subject to Christ, with this understanding, that he is 
to hold the first place in the government of the house 

– for the father of the family is 
like a king in his own house. 
Hence the glory of God shines 
forth in him, in consequence of 
the authority with which he is 
invested. If he covers his head, 
he lets himself down from that 
pre-eminence which God has 
assigned to him, so as to be in 
subjection.”

“Women ought to have their 
heads covered when they pray 
or prophesy; otherwise they 
dishonour their head. For as 
the man honours his head by 
showing his liberty, so the 

woman, by showing her subjection. Hence, on the 
other hand, if the woman uncovers her head, she 
shakes off subjection – involving contempt of her 
husband.” (Commentary on 1 Corinthians)

Albert Barnes: “The same instinctive promptings of 
nature which make it proper for man to wear short 
hair, make it proper that the woman should suffer 
hers to grow long. It is given to her as a sort of natural 
veil, and to indicate the propriety of her wearing a 
veil.” (Commentary on 1 Corinthians)

Charles Spurgeon: “The reason why our sisters 
appear in the House of God with their heads covered is 
‘because of the angels’. The apostle says that a woman 
is to have a covering upon her head, because of the 
angels, since the angels are present in the assembly 
and they mark every act of indecorum, and therefore 
everything is to be conducted with decency and order 
in the presence of the angelic spirits.” (Sermon on 
Ephesians 3:10)

Professor John Murray: “I am convinced that a head 
covering is definitely in view, forbidden for the man 
(vv.4,7) and enjoined for the woman (vv.5,6,15). In 
the case of the woman the covering is not simply her 
long hair. This supposition would make nonsense of 
verse 6. For the thought there is, that if she does not 
have a covering she might as well be shorn or shaven, 
a supposition without any force whatever if the hair 
covering is deemed sufficient. In this connection it is 
not proper to interpret verse 15b as meaning that the 
hair was given the woman to take the place of the head 
covering in view of verses 5,6.” (Letter to Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Australia)

Free Church Witness 7

"Many say that they 
want their ‘freedom’, 
but we are never 
free to disobey God. 
In society in general 
there is, as in the 
church, equality but 
also authority." 
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(Binning [1627-1653] was a philosopher, theologian and 
Covenanter who ministered in Govan, which then adjoined 
the city of Glasgow. This piece is taken from his Works.)

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God; so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear” 
(Hebrews 11:3)

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1)

We are come down from the Lord’s purposes 
and decrees to the execution of them, which 
is partly in the works of creation, and partly 

in the works of providence. The Lord having resolved 
upon it to manifest his own glory, did, in that due and 
predeterminate time, apply his own power to this 
business. Having in great wisdom conceived a frame 
of the world in his mind from all eternity, he at length 
brings it forth, and makes it visible.

First, Ye see who is the Maker of all things, of whom 
all things visible and invisible are – it is God. And by 
this he saith to distinguish himself from idols, and the 
vanities of the nations, that he is that self-being who 
gave all things a being, who made the heavens and the 
earth.

This is even the most glorious manifestation of 
an invisible and eternal Being. These things that are 
made, show him forth. If a man were travelling into a 
far country, and wandered into a wilderness where he 
could see no inhabitants, but only houses, villages, and 
cities built, he would straightway conceive there hath 
been some workmen at this; this hath not been done 
casually, but by the art of some reasonable creatures. 
How much more may we conceive when we look on the 
fabric of this world, how the heavens are stretched out 
for a tent to cover them that dwell on the earth, and the 
earth settled and established as a firm foundation for 
men and living creatures to abide on, how all are done 
in wisdom and discretion, we cannot but straightway 
imagine that there must be some curious and wise 
contriver, and mighty creator of these things.

It is here said, “Through faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed”. Indeed faith only, in the word 
of God, gives true and distinct understanding of it. 
Innumerable have been the wanderings and mistakes 

of the wise of the world about this matter, wanting 
this lamp and light of the word of God, which alone 
gives a true and perfect account of this thing. Many 
strange dotages and fancies have they fallen into; yet 
certain it is that there is so much of the glory of God 
engraved without on the creature, and so much reason 
imprinted on the souls of men within, that, if it were 
not for that judicial plague of the Lord’s darkening 
their understandings, who do not glorify him in as 
far as they know him, no man could seriously and 
soberly consider on the visible world, but he would be 
constrained to conceive an invisible God. Would not 
every one think within himself – all these things, so 
excellent as they are, cannot be out of chance, neither 
could they make themselves, so that of necessity 
they must owe what they are to something beside 
themselves? And of this it is certain, that it cannot have 
its original from any other thing, else there should be 
no end; therefore it must be some Supreme Being, that 
is from no other, and of which are all things.

But next, consider when these things were made, 
“In the beginning”. And what beginning is that? 
Certainly the beginning of the creation, and of time, to 
exclude eternity.

Whatever may be said of that subtilty, that God might 
have created the world from all eternity, for it appears, 
even in created things, that there is no necessity of the 
precedent existence of the cause, since in the same 
instant that many things are brought into being, in the 
same do they bring forth their effects, as the sun in the 
first instant of its creation did illuminate; yet certainly 
we believe, from the word of the Lord, that the world 
is actually but of a few thousand years standing. Six 
are not yet run out since the first creating word was 
spoken, and since the Spirit of the Lord moved upon 
the waters. And this we know also that if it had pleased 
his majesty, he might have created the world many 
thousand years before that; so that it might have been 
at this day of ten hundred times ten thousand years 
standing, and he might have given it as many years as 
there are numbers of men and angels, beasts, yea, and 
grains of sand upon the sea coast. But it was his good 
pleasure that that very point of time in which it was 
created should be the beginning of time; and from that 
he gives us the history of the world, upon which the 
church of God may rest, and so seek no other god but 
the God that made these heavens and earth.

DOCTRINE

OF CREATION
Hugh Binning
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(Taken and adapted from a sermon entitled ‘Pride 
and Humility’, preached at New Park Street Chapel, 
Southwark, London on 17th August 1856)

Humility is to make a right estimate of oneself. It 
is no humility for a man to think less of himself 
than he ought, though it might rather puzzle 

him to do that. Some persons, when they know they 
can do a thing, tell you they cannot; but you do not 
call that humility. A man is asked to take part in some 
meeting. “No”, he says, “I have no ability”; yet, if you 
were to say so yourself, he would be offended at you. 
It is not humility for a man to stand up and deprecate 
himself and say he cannot do this, that, or the other, 
when he knows that he is lying. If God gives a man a 
talent, do you think the man does not know it? If a man 
has ten talents he has no right to be dishonest to his 
Maker, and to say, “Lord, thou hast only given me five.” 
It is not humility to underrate yourself.

Humility is to think of yourself, if you can, as God 
thinks of you. It is to feel that if we have talents, God has 
given them to us, and let it be seen that, like freight in a 
vessel, they tend to sink us low. The more we have, the 
lower we ought to lie. Humility is not to say, “I have not 
this gift”, but it is to say, “I have the gift, and I must use 
it for my Master’s glory. I must never seek any honour 
for myself, for what have I that I have not received?” 
But, beloved, humility is to feel ourselves lost, ruined, 
and undone. To be killed by the same hand which, 
afterwards, makes us alive, to be ground to pieces as to 
our own doings and willings, to know and trust in none 
but Jesus. Humility is to feel that we have no power of 
ourselves, but that it all cometh from God. Humility is 
to lean on our beloved, to believe that he has trodden 
the winepress alone, to lie on his bosom and slumber 
sweetly there, to exalt him, and think less than nothing 
of ourselves. It is in fact, to annihilate self, and to exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ as all in all.

The throne of humility must be the heart. I do 
hate, of all things, that humility which lives in the 
face. There are some persons who always seem to 
be so very humble when you are with them, but you 
can discover there is something underneath it all, and 

when they are in some other society, they will brag and 
say how you told them your whole heart. Take heed of 
the men who allow you to lay your head in their lap 
and betray you into the hands of the Philistines. I have 
met with such persons. I remember a man who used to 
pray with great apparent humility, and then would go 
and abuse the servants, and make a noise with all his 
farming men. He was the stiffest and proudest man in 
the church, yet he invariably used to tell the Lord, in 
prayer, that he was nothing but dust and ashes, that he 
laid his hand on his lip, and his mouth in the dust, and 
cried, “Unclean, unclean.”

I dislike that humility which rests in outward things. 
There is a kind of oily, sanctimonious, proud humility, 
which is not the genuine article, though it is sometimes 
extremely like it. You may be deceived by it once or twice, 
but by-and-by you discover that it is a wolf dexterously 
covered with sheep’s clothing. It arrayeth itself in the 
simplest dress in the world; it talks in the gentlest and 
humblest style; it says, “We must not intrude our own 
peculiar sentiments, but must always walk in love and 
charity.” But after all, what is it? It is charitable to all 
except those who hold God’s truth, and it is humble to 
all when it is forced to humble.

True humility does not continually talk about “dust 
and ashes”, and prate about its infirmities, but it feels 
all that which others say, for it possesses an inwrought 
feeling of its own nothingness. Very likely the most 
humble man in the world won’t bend to anybody. John 
Knox was a truly humble man, yet if you had seen him 
march before Queen Mary with the Bible in his hand, 
to reprove her, you would have rashly said, “What a 
proud man!”

Humble men are those who think themselves 
so little, they do not think it worth while to stoop to 
serve themselves. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
were humble men, for they did not think their lives 
were worth enough to save them by a sin. Daniel was a 
humble man; he did not think his place, his station, his 
whole self, worth enough to save them by leaving off 
prayer. Humility is a thing which must be genuine; the 
imitation of it is the nearest thing in the world to pride. 
Seek of God, dear friends, the gift of true humility.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

HUMILITY
C.H. Spurgeon
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

SONGS OF LAMENT
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

‘W hat Can Miserable Christians Sing?’ That 
was a question posed by the theologian 
and church historian Carl Trueman some 

years ago. I have reflected much upon it since first 
reading it. The reality is that evangelicalism is awash 
with health and happiness teaching and songs that 
bypass the reality of what many, many Christians 
experience every day, which is pain, loss, sorrow and 
dejection. We too often forget that for many believers – 
and we may be among them – this life involves sickness 
and death, disappointment and 
anger. What are such believers to 
sing? And, where can they go to 
sing it?

In contemporary Church 
hymnbooks, songs of lament 
are generally missing. Yet God 
has actually given to the Church 
a full range of such songs in 
the Psalms. The importance of 
this point was reinforced when 
reading a book entitled Rejoicing in Lament by Todd 
Billings, a theological professor in the USA who was 
diagnosed at the age of thirty-nine with incurable 
cancer. Strikingly Billings placed a specific emphasis 
upon the role of the Psalms in verbalising the intensity 
of thought and feeling in his innermost being. As he 
puts it himself, “embracing the Psalms as companions 
for the journey”. The Psalms give us the vocabulary, the 
sentences and the grammar for sorrow, fear, anxiety 
and everything else we experience. The Psalms are 
full of struggle, emotion and honesty. They enable us 
to talk to God while describing ourselves. And it helps 
that Christ himself sang and prayed the same words. 
It is this latter point which is essential to Psalmody 
and which gives the Psalms such poignant relation and 
relevance to us in our lives here. He who gave us these 
Psalms became incarnate and sang them Himself in 
His humanity. That cannot be said of the songs sung in 
most evangelical churches today.

What is Lament?
The English word ‘lament’ refers to mourning and 
grief, yet it also designates protest and petition. We 

rarely consider these latter aspects as having a part 
in songs of worship. They are not articulated by 
uninspired worship songs – simply because these 
songs are not designed to do that. It seems that human 
authors, unaided by the Spirit of God, are incapable of 
composing such. Too often the impression is given that 
when we come to God we must always speak softly 
and demurely. By contrast, within the Psalms there 
is argument, questioning and pleading with God to 
remember His covenant, His promises and the nature 

of His own being. We find the 
Psalmist asking, “Why?”, “How?” 
and “Where?” These terms reflect 
precisely where the sufferer is, 
but with uninspired praises the 
sufferer hardly features at all. 
The Church does not hear of the 
experience and does not sing of 
it, and thus the suffering believer 
feels excluded from the worship.

The Comprehensiveness of Lament
Too often we forget the threefold nature of the Psalms. 
First, the Psalms are the words of Christ. As we sing 
psalms of lament we are singing His words as they 
express what were His experiences “in the days of his 
flesh” (Heb. 5:7). Second, the Psalms are the words 
of the entire Church. They are corporate expressions 
whereby the whole Church enters into the lament as 
an expression of her situation or condition. Third, 
the Psalms are the words of the individual. They are 
personal: it is ‘I myself’ that sings these things. As a 
result the Church and the Christian are both instructed 
and altered by and through these words.

As we consider that Christ lies at the centre of our 
praise and that our sufferings and sorrows are being 
expressed both through and to Him, so we are taught 
by Him. This cannot be said of uninspired material, no 
matter how emotional it may be. The impressive fact is 
that these psalms are both corporate and personal at 
the same time. Further, given what Paul states about 
psalm-singing, this teaching activity both embraces 
and witnesses to the suffering believer in our midst. 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

“The impressive fact 
is that these psalms 
are both corporate 
and personal at the 
same time.”
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Songs of Lament
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“There is an 
unremitting diet 
of joyfulness that 
does not sit well 
with the language 
of the Psalms.”

Free Church Witness

wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
(Col. 3:16)

The Place of Lament
Where shall miserable Christians go? 
Too often the answer is – nowhere. 
Christians often have to say, “There 
is no one who understands.” Why is 
this? It is partly because the church 
has ceased to sing songs of lament. By contrast, when 
lament is part of the praise and dealt with in preaching 
then the suffering Christian knows that the place they 
need to be is where the church is gathered. Sadly, the 
modern church does not want songs of lament: instead 
it wants songs of victory only. In such a gathering the 
bruised and broken have no place. But where lament is 
known and expressed, then all of us have a place. Too 
often we want to grieve alone, forgetting that it is in 
the church, where our whole life ought to be lived out, 
from birth through marriage to death, that we should 
be. The church is not just for the happy: it is also for the 
sad, for the downcast, for the grieving, for the doubting 
and for everyone else, whatever their condition. The 
Psalms are, as Calvin said, “an anatomy of all parts of 
the soul”.

The Marvel of Lament
The Psalms are songs but they are also prayers. 
That is evident from some of their titles (Psalms 
17,86,90,102), but especially from their contents. 
Significantly, midway through the Psalter we are told, 
“The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.” (Ps. 
72:20). Prayers are contained in so many of these 
songs.

The songs of the Psalter are relational. There is a 
‘wholeness’ about them that is quite remarkable. They 
refer to self, others and God, and so we can say that 
they are personal, social and theological. When read 
or sung they become a probe which examines us in 
these three areas of our existence. In the Psalms, as in 
prayer, ‘I’ speaks to ‘Thee’, and often also about ‘them’. 
Here is a most astonishing and remarkable fact: we 
who are tried, afflicted and miserable can speak to God 
intimately about our troubles! But not only so, we can 
speak to God about Himself and about everyone else 
who is presently a part of our lives. Take the following 
example from the opening verses of Psalm 13:

“How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for ever? 
how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having 
sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy 
be exalted over me?”

Throughout the remainder of Psalm 13, self, others 
and God are kept in view. As you read and sing all the 

other lament psalms you will see 
the same pattern.

The Need for Lament
Lament forms the bulk of the Psalter, 
with thanksgiving following, and 
the Psalms are unique in giving 
voice to the first person or ‘I’, 
indicating the individual believer’s 
experience in this world. Something 
odd has happened to much of 
evangelical worship, however. First 

the language has changed. How many have noticed 
that? There is an unremitting diet of joyfulness that 
does not sit well with the language of the Psalms. In 
an age of health, wealth and happiness, the Psalms 
are tantamount to an admission of failure. Inevitably 
the Psalms have become a foreign object in many 
churches; they remain the delight of a few believers 
here and there who tend to be viewed by others as 
spiritually impoverished. But the reality is that the 
worship language of the modern Church has created 
spiritual pigmies with a Peter Pan mentality which is 
divorced from the searing, bitter and even excruciating 
experiences which belong to the average Christian.

In the modern Church birth and marriage are 
celebrated. What about death? Astonishingly 
death has now become a celebration too, with the 
worship songs reflective of that. Lament cannot be 
allowed even at funerals. It destroys the image of the 
unrelenting joyfulness and happiness that many think 
Christianity is meant to be. But it is not so. People 
lose their jobs. Christians become targets for hate and 
persecution. Loved ones are diagnosed with illness, 
having Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s and a host of 
other diseases. Family members are robbed, assaulted 
and even killed. Children are born disabled, requiring 
intensive 24-hour care. These things may be in your 
cup. In the face of them Christians become weary and 
doubtful about themselves and God. And then they 
go to their place of worship where they hear upbeat 
songs with banal, repetitive lyrics belted out at a 
deafening pitch. Their pain finds no relief. That is why 
God has placed this wonderful book of praise in the 
Bible and commanded the Church to sing it. Here is 
the vocabulary to express our inmost thoughts, openly 
and unashamedly, and in the confidence that the Lord 
Himself understands our plight.

What can miserable Christians sing? The answer is 
clear. They can and should sing God’s own hymnbook 
– the precious Psalms.
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When Paul wrote his first Epistle to the Church 
at Corinth, he told them: “when I became 
a man, I put away childish things” (1 Cor. 

13:11). The chapter is about spiritual gifts and the 
supremacy of love. Paul is reminding believers that 
now we have only a limited knowledge of spiritual 
realities, although our knowledge ought to be growing; 
in eternity we shall know these realities fully. Paul uses 
the difference between the knowledge of a child and 
that of a mature adult to illustrate an important point: 
true Christians are not to be taken up with childish 
things.

Childish Things
A child always wants to know what is going on. They can 
be very insistent, even to the point of embarrassment. 
They want to know things, not necessarily to help 
themselves, but just to have the knowledge. They 
consider that they have the right to know everything 
and they delight to let others know all that they have 
found out. Are you still prone to this, even though you 
have moved on in years? People who are “busybodies” 
can cause trouble in the church (2 Thess. 3:11).

A child loves to be the centre of attention. Whether 
it is a new toy car, or a new item of clothes, they love 
to show it off. They want attention from others, and to 
be made a fuss over. When this does not happen they 
go off in a huff and refuse to engage in the family’s 
activities. Is this your attitude spiritually? We must 
learn from the Lord Jesus, of whom it is written: “He 
shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his 
voice in the streets.” (Matt. 12:19)

A child needs to be entertained. They get bored 
very quickly and always want to have something new 
to amuse them. They would quite happily sit in front of 
a screen for hours to watch any sort of rubbish, as long 
as it was new! They have their comics and magazines, 
whatever is suited to their new interest. The Christian 
is to be different, devoted to the gospel of Jesus Christ 
which has stood the test of time and is forever new. 
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 
Having left your childhood behind, is Christ your great 
interest?

Childishness is expected in a three-year-old, but not 
in someone who is seventy-three, forty-three or even 
eighteen. It is not fitting for someone who is an adult.

Putting them away
Childish things are to be put away in adulthood. But 
when does adulthood begin spiritually? It really begins 
from the time when we experience grace. The grace of 
God in Jesus Christ makes all the difference, whatever 
our physical age. Scripture teaches us of the child 
Samuel, that it was when the Lord spoke to him that 
he began to be useful in the Lord’s service. Likewise 
Daniel, as a young man in a foreign land, but with a 
godly upbringing, knew the maturing effect of grace. 
The greatest example is our Lord, who at the age of 
twelve was taken up with what He called “my Father’s 
business” (Luke 2:49). Age is irrelevant: the grace of 
God in Jesus Christ is when this maturity begins. Do 
you have that grace of God?

Childish things are to be put away seriously. 
There will be a cost involved. A child may only leave 
something behind which he or she loves with many 
tears. So the Christian will know tears of repentance 
in putting away sinful, worldly, childish things. The 
Christian will put them away in obedience to the Lord 
whom he loves above everything else. As the Christian 
grows in maturity, so will his conformity to the Word 
of God. A child grows out of his or her toys, losing 
interest in them and having new desires. The Christian 
experiences a growing desire for the things of Christ. 
Are you actively putting away childish things out of 
your life?

Mature and Godly
The great reason Paul gives for putting away childish 
things is maturity. When he was a child he spoke, 
thought and understood as a child. But becoming a 
mature man, these things changed. The great difference 
between childhood and adulthood should be what we 
are living for. The child lives for himself and for the 
moment. The adult should live for others and for the 
future. So the Christian is not living for himself, but 
for the glory of his Saviour. He is most alive when his 
thoughts are upon the things to come; he is thinking 
of the day of Judgment and of Eternity and of Heaven. 
How are you living? What is most important to you?

Sadly our society is getting more childish, as a 
please-yourself generation insists on pursuing sinful 
pleasures. The Christian is to be different. What a 
wonderful opportunity we have, whatever our age, 
to honour the Lord Jesus by being mature and godly 
Christians! “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you 
like men, be strong.” (1 Cor. 16:13)
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BECOMING A MAN
Rev. Richard Ross
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Poolewe & Aultbea Induction (Rev. Alasdair J. 
Macleod)

Alarge congregation gathered at Gairloch 
Community Centre on the evening of Friday 
13th April for the ordination and induction 

of Rev. Murdo MacIver to the Poolewe & Aultbea 
congregation. Rev. James Clark, as Moderator pro tem 
of Inverness Presbytery, preached ably and succinctly 
from Acts 20:28, reminding all present of the solemn 
responsibility of pastoral labour in Christ’s Church, 
and the duty of the minister to feed the flock. He 
emphasised the importance of the minister’s own 
spiritual experience in this regard, quoting the words 
of Rutherford, “I counsel you to study sanctification”.

Thereafter, the vows were put to Mr MacIver, and 
he was ordained to the office of the pastoral ministry 
by the laying on of hands. Those participating included 
Rev. John Angus Gillies, senior minister of the Free 
Church (Continuing), who himself pastored Poolewe 
& Aultbea from 1969 to 1981. Rev. Davide Ratti 
addressed the new minister, urging him to pursue 
humility and wisdom in the fulfilment of his duties. 
Rev. Harry Woods addressed the congregation, urging 
them to love and respect their pastor, and especially to 
communicate to him their needs and concerns.

Following the service, the congregation repaired to 
Poolewe Hall, where they were able to greet the new 
minister and his wife Joanne, and to enjoy supper 
together. Greetings were read, and presentations made 
to welcome them both, and to a number of friends 
who had particularly aided in the vacancy, including 
the former interim-moderators and their wives, the 
resident lay agent, Mr Donald Robertson, who had 
preached twice a month in the congregation, the local 
elder Mr Murdo MacDonald, and the ladies who assisted 
him in providing hospitality for supply preachers.

Mr Maciver then invited some friends to speak. Rev. 
Maurice Roberts recounted how coming to Edinburgh 
as a young man in the early 1960s, interested in the 
testimony of the Free Church of Scotland, he happened 
to meet a police officer on the Royal Mile who was a 

staunch Free Kirker – Donald, Mr MacIver’s late father 
– and commenced with him a lifelong friendship. Rev. 
James Gracie, until recently Mr MacIver’s minister 
in Edinburgh, spoke of his pleasure at seeing the 
induction, while Rev. James Haram reminisced of their 
days as fellow-students at Seminary. The evening 
concluded with worship led by the new minister.

The induction brings an end to a vacancy of nearly 
four years, since Rev. Andrew Allan was translated 
to Partick. The challenges are considerable, as the 
congregation is numerically small and geographically 
isolated, and the wider Church must be faithful to 
remember both pastor and people in prayer that the 
Lord would own the ministry now commencing.

2018 Spring Conference (Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod)

This year’s Spring Conference in Inverness was 
held in a new venue, Culloden-Balloch Baptist 
Church, to which we are extremely grateful for 

their kind welcome. Over one hundred adults and 
children gathered and were treated to two excellent 
addresses from our guest speaker, Pastor Ibrahim 
Ag Mohamed, Assistant Pastor at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, London. The Conference was chaired by 
Rev. Murdo Macleod (Snizort).

Pastor Mohamed’s subject was ‘Relating to Other 
Religions’ and he dealt with this timely topic in terms 
of both principle and practice. In his first address he 
reminded us of the age-old conflict between true and false 
religion which began in the garden of Eden. How shall we 
distinguish between truth and error and present a clear 
and unequivocal message to this confused and needy 
generation? It was made very clear that at the centre of 
truth stands the cross of Christ without which we have 
neither message nor power. From James 1:26 we were 
shown three marks of false religion: it has a semblance of 
truth but no reality, it is self-deceptive, and it is invariably 
vain. True religion on the other hand will display a 
subdued tongue, a sacrificial heart and a sanctified life.

Following lunch we gathered to hear our speaker’s 
second address from Colossians 4:2-6. If we are to be 
effective witnesses for Christ we must seek by grace to 
cultivate what the Apostle sets before us in that passage. 
We need a continual watchfulness in prayer and in life. 
We must seek wisdom and a spirit of thanksgiving 
that redeems the time. Our words and actions are to 
be marked by caution and graciousness, being always 
“seasoned with salt”. Pastor Mohamed concluded 
with some very helpful practical advice on witnessing 
to those of other faiths and this was followed by an 
interesting question and answer session.

The two Psalmody sessions were ably led by Mr 
David Keddie, assisted by Mr Ruaraidh MacLeod. The 
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Mr Murdo MacDonald makes a 
presentation to Rev. Murdo MacIver 
(courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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singing throughout the day was hearty and harmonious 
and that itself made it a joy to be there. We are very 
grateful to Pastor Mohamed for giving of his time and 
knowledge and commend him and his work in that 
great city to the prayers of the Church. We also record 
our thanks to everyone who helped to make it such a 
profitable and enjoyable day.

Farewell in Ayr (Rev. John J. Murray)

At a gathering on 24th March the Free Church 
(Continuing) congregation in Ayr took leave of 
their minister, Rev. Gavin Beers. After a ministry 

of twelve years Mr Beers is moving to Cornerstone 
Presbyterian Church in Mebane, North Carolina, USA, 
which was established by our USA Presbytery in 2012 
as a mission congregation. Mr Beers accepted the call 
in October 2016, but problems in obtaining visas, etc., 
delayed his departure.

The meeting was chaired by Rev. John J. Murray, who 
has been associated with the congregation in different 
capacities for sixteen years. He conducted worship 
and preached from Psalm 132, highlighting the church 
as the dwelling place of God who is the glory in the 
midst of her. At the subsequent informal gathering, Mr 
Murray pointed to some of the characteristics of Mr 
Beers’ ministry and how his preaching had attracted 
attention locally, nationally and worldwide. Speaking 
on behalf of the Southern Presbytery, Rev. William 
Macleod recalled his acquaintance with Mr Beers 
from earlier days in the Isle of Skye, when he was 
studying for the ministry. After completing his course 
in the Seminary and his call to Ayr, his talents were 
quickly recognised by the wider Church when he was 
appointed Lecturer in Hebrew & Old Testament. His 
influence in the Presbytery will be greatly missed.

 Mr Stuart Mackay spoke appreciatively on behalf 
of the congregation of Mr Beers’ time among them 
and then introduced his wife, Mrs Liz Mackay, and 
Mrs Nanette Millar to make presentations. Mr and Mrs 
Beers were given a framed sketch by Esther Semmens 
of ‘Peden’s Cave in East Ayrshire’, with the Scripture 

text of Isaiah 52:7, and a cheque. The six children each 
received a book and a monetary gift.

Mr Beers thanked the congregation for the gifts. 
He spoke movingly about the bonds forged with them 
over the twelve years and praised them for their 
understanding during the eighteen months since he 
originally accepted the call. Afterwards the members 
of the congregation and visiting friends were treated 
to lavish refreshments by the ladies.

The induction of Mr Beers to Cornerstone 
Presbyterian Church has been arranged for Friday 4th 
May 2018 (D.V.). The congregation’s website is at: 
www.cornerstone-mebane.com

Partick Opening Service (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

To mark the recent acquisition of their new 
permanent place of worship the Partick 
congregation are holding a special Opening 

Service on Saturday 19th May (D.V.). A warm welcome 
is extended to all to join with the congregation at 2-4 
Thornwood Terrace, Partick, Glasgow, G11 7QZ.

The afternoon will begin with a short opening 
ceremony at 2.45pm, weather permitting. This will 
be followed by the service, which will be conducted 
by Rev. Robert D. McCurley, the current Moderator 
of Assembly. Thereafter there will be refreshments, 
presentations and fellowship in the adjacent hall. It 
is hoped that further information will be available 
shortly on the denominational website.

Church Suffers as Repression Escalates in China 
and Vietnam 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

China and Vietnam are Communist Party-
ruled totalitarian states that have opened up 
economically in pursuit of prosperity. Both 

are mitigating the risks of openness by escalating 
repression and moving to exert greater control over 
their citizens by cracking down on speech, religion 
and association. In China, it is no longer possible to 
purchase Bibles on-line as the authorities move to take 
control not only of availability and distribution, but of 
the text itself. In Vietnam, as in China, human rights 
and religious liberty advocacy is undertaken at great 
personal risk. On 5 April two Christian religious liberty 
advocates – human rights lawyer Nguyen Van Dai (48) 
and Pastor Nguyen Trung Ton (46) – received 15- 
and 12-year prison terms respectively after the court 
deemed them guilty of subversion. Please pray. 

Quote

“It is our folly to divide our narrow and little love. 
It is best to give it all to Christ. Lay no more on 
the earthly, than it can carry. Lay your soul and 

your weights upon God; make him your only and best-
beloved.”
Samuel Rutherford

Rev. Gavin Beers and family
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COMMENT
ALTERED CHRISTIANITY

Church of Scotland abandoning the Bible

The apostasy in the National Church is given 
further proof by the Kirk’s latest ‘transgender’ 
policy document entitled Diverse Gender 

Identities and Pastoral Care. It begins by declaring “All 
are welcome. This is what we believe in the Church of 
Scotland.” That sounds fine: every Church should be 
welcoming. But when we study the content we find 
that this idea becomes the organising principle of the 
Church itself. What is wrong here?

Rather than treat the subject within the Biblical 
framework of creation, the Fall and redemption. 
the document presents case witnesses who view 
themselves as ‘other’. These individuals proceed 
to describe themselves, the Christian faith and the 
Church with a heavy emphasis upon critiquing historic 
Christianity, along with a demand for an ‘altered’ 
Christianity. It is not Christianity as defined by 
Scripture but Christianity as defined by sexuality.

Running through the booklet is the common theme 
of ‘Queer theology’. For the uninitiated this is a radical 
reinterpretation of the Bible in support of those who 
are transgender and ‘gender-nonconforming’. There is 
an altered presentation of God, understood now in an 
androgynous sense. The woman at Jacob’s well in John 
4, being an ‘outcast’, is reinterpreted as representing 
the ‘LGBT community’, and the narrative of Philip 
and the eunuch in Acts 8 becomes a metaphor for the 
gender nonconformist. One contributor to the booklet 
declares the Scriptures to be “very patriarchal” and 
says: “we need to update them for the 21st century. God 
is genderless to me: it’s not father God it is parent God.”

The argument is made that, as people feel themselves 
to be, so God affirms them. There are the usual references 
to the love of God, forgetting that it is a holy love and not 
an indulgent one. With every personal story or ‘journey’ 
a series of questions is asked in order to “prompt further 
reflection”, with the aim of getting the reader who is 
‘non-trans’ and ‘binary’ to think in LGBT terms. What 
is needed of course is some Scriptural truths directed 
to those telling the stories, to challenge their mistaken 
thinking. That would be a truly loving thing.

The deliberate separation of gender identity from 
physicality is shocking: you are what you feel, not what 
your body says you are. The Church of Scotland appears 
determined to set aside the Bible’s teaching on gender 
in favour of self-perception. That and not truth now 
governs the Kirk’s theology – a calamity indeed.

A FIRM FOUNDATION

The Sabbath profaned but preserved

The devil knows what he is doing in his efforts 
to destroy Christianity. Rather than attack the 
superstructure he takes aim at the foundations, 

hoping to bring down the whole edifice. The Sabbath 
is one of the foundations of Christianity and in recent 
years Satan has been attempting to erode it in a part of 
Scotland noted for its observance of God’s day, namely 
the Western Isles, and Lewis in particular. First there 
were flights on the Sabbath and then ferry sailings; 
now the arts centre in Stornoway, An Lanntair, has 
begun opening its doors.

A trial series of ‘Sunday Open Days’ took place 
from January to March, on the last Sabbath of each 
of these months, when films with a popular appeal 
were shown. As there was no real demand from the 
general public for this it looks like it was a deliberate 
move to challenge the Christian culture of the island 
and to change it. An Lanntair has now announced that 
it is to commence regular Sunday openings “as soon 
as operationally possible”. We pray that the Lord will 
cause these plans to be abandoned.

Why does the devil hate the Sabbath? Because it 
is God’s kind provision for the good of mankind. We 
cannot function as God intended unless we follow His 
own pattern of six days of work and one day of rest. 
The Sabbath is a day for leaving aside our worldly 
interests and pastimes and devoting ourselves to 
the needs of our souls. Those needs are catered for 
in the gospel of Christ, in whose honour as the risen 
Redeemer the Sabbath was changed from the last to 
the first day of the week, and so is called “the Lord’s 
day” (Rev. 1:10).

We read in Scripture of those who stopped 
gathering with the Lord’s people on the Sabbath, 
missing public worship and the preaching of the 
gospel (Heb. 10:25). Perhaps they were diverted 
from the house of God by some kind of entertainment 
which was put on. They lost interest in God’s Word 
and perhaps lost their souls.

God blessed the seventh day and set it apart for a 
holy use until the end of time (Gen. 2:3). Nothing can 
undo that. While men may desecrate the Sabbath, 
thankfully they cannot destroy it, and individuals, 
families and communities that keep the Sabbath will 
still be blessed. It is a solemn thought that those who 
will not spend the Sabbath with God are declaring 
themselves unfit to spend eternity with Him.
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JOHN WYCLIF AND THE LOLLARDS (1)

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

(This is the first part of a lecture delivered at the JDM 
Conference of Korean missionaries at Kirchen, Germany, 
on 28th December 2017.)

1. The Early Life of Wyclif

John Wyclif, sometimes called the ‘Morning Star of 
the Reformation’, was born in Richmond, Yorkshire, 
in the mid-1320s. He grew up in an England entirely 

   dominated by medieval Romanism. Everywhere 
the false doctrine of justification by works was 
taught; everywhere the mass was celebrated in Latin; 
everywhere the people were banned from possessing 
the Bible in their own language; everywhere the church 
was corrupt. By this stage of English history, the church 
had grown so wealthy it was reckoned that one third of 
English property was owned by the Church. The Church 
demanded payment in penance for sins, payment on 
death, payment for ecclesiastical promotion, and even 
that the English King pay tribute to the Pope. Wyclif 
grew up in a society that was therefore increasingly 
cynical regarding the Christian Church.

As a young man, Wyclif showed great academic 
promise. He was educated locally in Yorkshire, and 
then went up to Oxford University where his academic 
achievements went on to win him such esteem that he 
was called ‘the flower of Oxford’.

One incident that hugely marked Wyclif ’s life was 
the coming of a plague to England in the year 1349, 
when Wyclif would have been in his early twenties. 
The ‘Black Death’, known today as bubonic plague, 
was a horrendous pestilence, and this was the worst 
outbreak of all. As the months progressed, the plague 
spread throughout the whole country, wreaking 
hideous destruction in every community it touched. 
The death toll was horrific. Historians have estimated 
that at least one third of the population of England 
succumbed to the Black Death and that it may even have 
been as much as one half. Every day, new corpses were 
gathered for burial, and even the animals in the field 
died of the affliction, and lay rotting where they fell. 
Farm labourers ceased their work, as did parliament 
and the law courts. Terrified, people wondered if the 
end of the world was coming. This horrific scourge 
greatly affected Wyclif, and biographers believe it 
likely that his conversion dated from this dark time. 
The historian Merle d’Aubigné says, “This visitation of 
the Almighty sounded like the trumpet of the judgment 
day in the heart of Wyclif”.

Having completed his education in 1356, Wyclif was 
elected Master of Balliol College, and was ordained 

as a priest. His reputation spread as a sincere and 
dedicated preacher of the truth. In appearance, Wyclif 
was thin and often sickly, but his writings were strong, 
and in controversy uncompromising to the point of 
harshness.

Wyclif first attained national importance when 
he supported the English King, Edward III, in his 
controversy with the Pope. The Pope demanded tribute 
based on an ancient treaty from the days of King John. 
Wyclif, however, denied that such a payment was rightly 
due, arguing that the Pope was a minister of the gospel, 
and not a temporal ruler. He therefore denied that the 
Pope had any right to tribute. Parliament gladly made 
use of Wyclif ’s arguments, and he earned gratitude 
from the King also. Wyclif remarked: “already a third 
and more of England is in the hands of the Pope. There 
cannot be two temporal sovereigns in one country; 
either Edward is King or Urban is King. We make our 
choice. We accept Edward of England and refuse Urban 
of Rome.” The tribute was firmly refused.

The Pope also wished to take possession of wealthy 
benefices (ecclesiastical promotions) in England. 
Negotiation was required, and in 1374 the King sent 
four commissioners, including Wyclif, to meet the Papal 
delegates at Bruges. These negotiations continued for 
two years and resulted in unsatisfactory compromise. 
Wyclif felt that he had wasted two years, but his eyes 
had been opened to see the true character of the 
servants of Rome. In his public lectures, he came to call 
the Pope “Antichrist, the proud, worldly priest of Rome 
and the most cursed of clippers and purse-kervers 
[thieves]”, and Parliament passed a Bill of Indictment 
against the Pope restricting his abilities to draw funds 

CHURCH HISTORY

John Wyclif
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from the English Church. It was an important victory, 
and Wyclif had earned great popularity in the country 
for the lead that he had given. The King showed his 
favour, appointing Wyclif as Rector of the parish of 
Lutterworth in Leicestershire. Equally, however, he had 
earned great opposition and hatred from the monks 
and friars, and from the authorities of the Church of 
Rome. They would be only too glad to condemn Wyclif 
as a heretic.

It is important to understand that before Wyclif, 
there is no record of any allegation of ‘heresy’ in 
England; the Church of Rome reigned supreme, and 
no trace of adherence to the European movements 
of Waldensians or Albigensians has been found. The 
Church of Rome had gone unchallenged in its false 
doctrine. All that was to change after Wyclif.

2. The Doctrine of Wyclif
In his teaching, Wyclif was vigorous in his opposition 
to the Church’s greed for money. He opposed the 
activities of mendicant monks and friars who begged 
shamelessly from the people; he opposed the trade 
in relics, which preyed upon the people’s credulity; 
and he opposed the sale of indulgences by the Church 
authorities. In 1377 the Pope issued bulls demanding 
that the English clergy take action against Wyclif. 
The Pope condemned Wyclif as “a master of errors 
[who] had run into a kind of detestable wickedness... 
[speaking] wicked and damnable heresies”. He was 
summoned the same year to a hearing before the 
English bishops at St Paul’s in London. But a large 
gathering assembled, supportive of Wyclif, and more 
importantly he had by his side John of Gaunt, the royal 
Duke of Lancaster, and Lord Percy, the Earl Marshal of 
England. With such powerful allies speaking forcefully 
in his defence, the trial was quickly abandoned. Again, 
in 1378 Wyclif was summoned to appear before the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth. Another large 
and friendly crowd surrounded the Palace, expressing 
vocally their sympathy with Wyclif. In a dramatic 
development, a royal messenger entered before the 
hearing was fully underway, bearing a message from 
the Queen Mother forbidding them from passing 
sentence on the Reformer. Wyclif was once more 
preserved from harm.

Wyclif ’s boldness in the face of his enemies’ hatred 
was quite remarkable. He now declared the Pope to 
be the Man of Sin identified in 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4, 
who, “exalteth himself above God”. The Pope, said 
Wyclif, was Antichrist, “forasmuch as through his 
decrees God’s commandments...were vilified, nullified, 
utterly defaced and debased.” He followed Augustine 
in defining the Church as the body of God’s elect rather 
than in terms of a human institution.

In 1381 Wyclif opened a new front in his 
conflict with Rome. He denounced the doctrine of 
transubstantiation, whereby the priests taught that in 

the consecration of the Mass the bread and wine became 
the actual body and blood of Christ. Wyclif wrote: “The 
consecrated host which we see on the altar is neither 
Christ nor any part of him but the efficacious sign of 
him.” By preaching this message Wyclif knew that he 
would lose much of his own support. The University of 
Oxford condemned his teaching and John of Gaunt came 
himself in person to Oxford, to try to persuade Wyclif 
to abandon his opposition to transubstantiation. With 
the University against him, and support from the royal 
family now receding, Wyclif withdrew to his parish at 
Lutterworth, where he resided for the rest of his life. 
Furthermore, in 1381 the Peasants’ Revolt took place, 
with great violence. Though Wyclif was not involved, 
his enemies sought to blacken his name by association.

In 1382 an ecclesiastical synod met at Blackfriars 
in London and condemned Wyclif ’s teachings, 
denouncing ten of his propositions as heretical. This 
synod was known as the ‘Earthquake Council’, as a 
major earthquake rocked the whole city of London at 
an early stage of its sitting, which Wyclif interpreted 
as a judgment of God upon it. Though isolated, Wyclif 
was still protected by his association with powerful 
allies, and insisted on his right to appeal to Parliament. 
In 1383 Wyclif testified before Parliament, denouncing 
the monastic vows, opposing the wealth of the Church, 
rejecting the duty of poor people to support wealthy 
clergy by tithes, and opposing transubstantiation as 
a doctrine of the Antichrist. Such was the boldness of 
Wyclif that Parliament declined to condemn him, and 
to the fury of the Romanist prelates, he returned again 
to his ministry at Lutterworth. Shortly afterwards, a 
further council of the Church at Oxford charged Wyclif 
with heresy, and condemned his doctrines, but had no 
power to execute any sentence.

But Wyclif knew that if he was to achieve any lasting 
change, he needed to reach the common people. Wyclif 
needed to send out missionaries.

Lutterworth Church, Leicestershire
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Brown’s life from his boyhood in rural Perthshire to 
his ministry in the Associate Synod congregation at 
Haddington where he served from 1751 until his death 
in 1787. The book contains two of Brown’s lesser-
known works, along with an address to Students of 
Divinity. These were last published in 1789.

The first section consists of six letters on Gospel 
preaching. We are reminded of the depravity of man’s 
heart and the need to address this in preaching. Brown 
speaks of the need to hold forth Christ as God’s free 
gift, the least neglect of which will “pervert the glorious 
gospel”. In preaching, “the flaming sword must be 
turned every way to pierce, vex and rouse the sinner 
and oblige him to flee to the tree of life”.

The second section contains ten letters on the 
need for ministers to live a holy life. Containing timely 
warnings against pride and an inordinate love of the 
things of this world, it is remarkably up to date. One 
chapter contains very helpful counsel on envy and 
obstinacy; another gives advice on pulpit presentation. 
We are to avoid “wild or tedious wanderings...useless 
questions...all expressions that provoke laughter or 
lightness of mind”. Three chapters give advice on 
preaching to different categories of hearers.

The final section contains a solemn and searching 
address to students which closes on a warm, tender 
and encouraging note. Whilst this book is directed 
particularly at ministers, there is much here that will 
edify all readers, not least in stirring them up to pray 
for those in Gospel ministry. Highly recommended.
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod

Wonders of Creation: Design 
in a Fallen World
Stuart Burgess and Andy 
McIntosh, DayOne, hbk, 
216pp, £19.99

Here we have a book which 
teenagers and adults will 
find fascinating. It is of large 

format (28cm by 22cm) and produced on photographic 
paper, with many beautiful pictures. It is crammed full 
of amazing facts which show the hand of the Creator 
in designing the world. Over and over again it is 
demonstrated that there is an irreducible complexity 
in creatures which cannot be explained by the gradual 
evolving of one creature from another. Rock formations, 
fossils, radioactive dating and the formation of planets, 
stars and the universe are all discussed. The authors 
are fully committed to a young-earth, six-day creation 
position and they show that that is both reasonable and 
biblical. As well as a good book to be read and studied, 
it will make an excellent coffee-table book which can 
be dipped into from time to time to discover incredible 
facts about the world around us which should make us 
worship our glorious Creator. Highly recommended.
Rev. William Macleod

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Graciousness: Tempering 
Truth With Love
John Crotts, Reformation 
Heritage Books, 
pbk, 137pp, £10.00

This is an interesting book. As 
one of the recommendations 
states, “There is a well of 

wisdom in this book on how to adorn your commitment 
to the truth with love, humility and graciousness.” The 
subject is not one we may have read much on, but how 
important it is in dealing not only with fellow believers, 
but also with those we interact with from day to day.

The book is divided into ten chapters, including the 
titles ‘The truth about an ungracious church’, ‘Learning 
from the example of Jesus (and Paul)’ and ‘Cultivating 
a gracious mindset toward others’. A comment in the 
first chapter sums up well how we who profess faith 
should behave: “God cares about more than the words 
you say. He also cares about how you say these words.” 
The emphasis in this chapter is on just that: not merely 
always speaking the truth, but doing so in love.

Elsewhere Crotts underlines that even when firm 
rebukes are necessary, graciousness should be seen, 
so that the truth is kept from being compromised 
by our harshness and insensitivity. The Churches in 
Revelation 1 and 2 are used as examples of churches 
where even though truth was kept and loved, there was 
nevertheless a harsh spirit evident. There are some 
very interesting thoughts in the final chapter on the 
posture we adopt when talking to people, especially in 
‘disagreement’ situations, and how it could be seen as 
adversarial, and lacking in a gracious spirit.

All in all, an unusual book on a subject most of us could 
do better at, and so be more Christlike in our lives. “Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again...” (1 Pet. 2:23).
Rev. Kenneth Macdonald

Counsel to Gospel Ministers 
John Brown of Haddington, 
Reformation Heritage Books, 
pbk, 121pp, £6.60

This little book is a gem, 
containing much that is 
heart-warming alongside 

a great deal of practical advice. 
It begins with a brief biographical chapter detailing 

BOOK
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CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
27 Morison Avenue, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2HQ
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Mar 2017
£

4,500
5,063
6,000
4,200
2,190

21,953

0
3,000
2,000
7,000

12,000

1,381
2,700

200
4,500
6,200
4,500
3,750
3,000

26,231

7,546
4,050
3,975
3,150
5,400

19,753
43,874

4,350
2,300
5,470
4,500
4,500

21,120

1,000

126,178

9,984
0

136,162

0
136,162

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2018

£

0
6,641

0
0
0

6,641

260
0
0
0

260

150
0
0

5,099
0

2,548
0
0

7,797

0
0
0

1,090
0

1,203
2,293

1,604
0

155
0
0

1,759

0

18,751

0
0

18,751

0
18,751

Total to Mar 2018
£

4,500
5,358
6,000
4,350
2,300

22,508

0
3,000
1,000
6,000

10,000

1,432
2,400

300
4,500
6,000
4,800
6,000
2,000

27,342

7,804
4,600
4,229
2,100
5,400

20,905
45,038

4,350
1,900
4,950
4,500
4,500

20,200

1,000

126,178

10,228
0

136,406

0
136,406

Mar 2018
£

1,500
1,606
2,000
1,450

700
7,256

0
0
0

4,000
4,000

313
800
200

1,500
2,600
1,600
2,000

0
9,013

2,168
1,700
1,400

0
1,800
5,865

12,933

1,450
0

4,650
1,500
1,500
9,100

0

42,302

4,250
0

46,552

0
46,552

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
May     June     July
6     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s  3     Tarbat    1     Snizort
13  Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &  10  Columbia, Poolewe & Aultbea  8     St Louis
       Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl  17  Bracadale, Brora   15  Dumfries, Greenville
20  Rothesay    24  Kiltearn    22  Atlanta
          29  Harris



“O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be 
heard.”

Psalm 66:8

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

A Psalmody session at the 2018 Spring 
Conference (courtesy of Mr Paul Keating)


