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This year sees the centenary of the armistice 
which ended the First World War. Because of 
the military powers which were involved it was 

spoken of during its course as “the war to end war”. 
It did not do that of course. We remember that when 
the disciples asked the Lord, “What shall be the sign 
of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”, He told 
them, amongst other things, that they would “hear of 
wars and rumours of wars”. Sadly in our sinful world it 
is inevitable that “nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom” (Matt. 24:3-8).

The First World War was afterwards referred to as 
the ‘Great War’, but was followed twenty years later 
by an even greater one. Yet the greatest war of all was 
under way long before them both, and continues today. 
It began in the moment when our first parents, who had 
fallen from their purity and innocence by disobeying 
God, believed the gospel of Christ, and it will not 
cease until the very last of the Lord’s people has been 
perfected in holiness. It involves every member of the 
body of Christ on earth and has eternal consequences. 
It is the war which will indeed bring an end to war.

The Conflict
This conflict is understood from God’s words to the 
serpent (the guise adopted by Satan) in the garden of 
Eden, spoken in the hearing of sinful Adam and Eve. 
“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15) Man had 
entered into a pact with the devil, but the Lord would 
dissolve that pact in the case of His people, providing 
a Redeemer in our nature who would destroy Satan’s 
power over them by paying for their sins. The Lord 
would work His grace in their hearts, and their enmity 
would no longer be towards Him but towards the 
devil from whom they had been delivered. The conflict 
would also be within their own souls, with their flesh 
lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against their 
flesh (Gal. 5:17), but grace would reign in them through 
righteousness unto eternal life (Rom. 5:21).

The Scriptures show us how God’s saving purpose 
in the world is always opposed by Satan, the adversary 
of all that is good. While God’s kingdom is continually 
advancing, the devil never gives up his territory easily, 
and when it has been taken from him he does all that 
he can to recover it. His greatest efforts are aimed at 
believers and their families, at biblical churches, and 
at those nations which, like our own, give recognition 
to the Christian religion. For this reason the Christian 
life, in all its aspects, will never be easy. There is an 
ongoing spiritual conflict we are involved in from our 
regeneration to our glorification.

The Enemy
Paul gives us an insight into the Christian’s conflict 
when he tells the Ephesians: “we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
(Eph. 6:12) Ultimately the believer’s foes are not the 
men of this world but the evil spirits which are above 
and behind them, exerting their influence upon our 
fallen race. This dark realm belongs to Satan, “the god 
of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). His name is also “Abaddon” 
and “Apollyon”, meaning “Destroyer” (Rev. 9:11). Satan 
is invisible, yet Paul says, “we are not ignorant of his 
devices” (2 Cor. 2:11); we recognise his activity in 
men’s words and deeds – and often in our thoughts too.

In the garden of Gethsemane the Lord said to the 
disciples, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation” (Matt. 26:41). Satan having a malevolent 
interest in them, they must give attention to spiritual 
duties, particularly at that time. Peter says to believers 
in general: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). We cannot 
entirely avoid temptation, but we should be aware of it 
and not succumb to it. Jesus was “in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). How alert 
we should be for Satan’s approaches! In this war every 
soldier must be a sentry.

Editorial

CHRISTIAN WARFARE
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The Tactics
The devil’s aim is to make life difficult for true 
Christians, and he has several tactics. Sometimes he 
stirs up movements which openly oppose Christianity 
– whether atheistic ones such as communism or 
religious ones such as radical Islam – resulting in 
oppression and persecution for the Lord's people. 
Believers enduring such things may take comfort in the 
knowledge that the God of providence restrains man’s 
wrath (Ps. 76:10). Satan also has a more subtle strategy, 
which is to sponsor a counterfeit Christianity. Cults 
of various kinds deceive the unwary, but the devil’s 
greatest masterpiece is Roman Catholicism. To many 
it is Christianity, despite the fact that the papacy exalts 
itself above all that is called God and condemns all 
who believe the gospel of grace. The Church of Rome is 
unmasked in the Bible, where it is seen as “the woman 
drunken with the blood of the saints” (Rev. 17:6).

Satan attacks true churches, trying to corrupt, divide 
and ruin them. The seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2 & 3) 
were once faithful and walking with the Lord, but in a 
generation or two most of them had declined. In Ephesus 
the believers had weakened in their love to Christ and 
to one another. In Pergamos and 
Thyatira there were some who held 
to false doctrine. In Sardis there 
were only a few that had not sinned 
badly. In Laodicea nearly everyone 
was careless, and Christ was ready 
to reject them. Christians are called 
to be at peace among themselves (1 
Thess. 5:13), but we cannot be at 
peace with error, of whatever sort: 
we must “earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).

Satan is active today in turning our society from 
a Christian into a secular one. He is helped by the 
politicians and others who are reshaping our culture. 
One of the pillars of the new morality is ‘equality’. Who 
could be against equality? But it depends what it means. 
Increasingly it is the tolerance and approval of what 
is plainly immoral when judged by the one standard 
which matters – the law of God. To speak out against 
lifestyles which are sinful, however lovingly, is to risk 
the accusation of ‘hate’, yet Christians are bound to resist 
the overturning of God’s moral law in our nation’s public 
life, with the impact it soon begins to have on family and 
personal life. As this battle is fought, the call goes out, 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” (Exod. 32:26). Are we?

The Battleground
Our warfare must be carried on in these different fields, 
but we must never forget the real battleground. Christian 
warfare consists first and foremost in “casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). It 

is a war which must be waged in men’s hearts and minds 
– and chiefly in our own. How do we fight this war, so as 
to win? Paul urged Timothy, “fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12). To obtain the prize 
of heaven, a person must have faith in the Word of God, 
and faith in the God of the Word. We can only get to glory 
by trusting our souls to the Saviour Jesus Christ as He is 
revealed to us in the Bible.

There is a battle for the authority of Scripture in 
the church today, but a similar battle must be fought 
in our own lives every day. What are we to do when 
temptation comes, whether from the enemy without or 
the enemy within (or most likely both)? We should be 
saying to ourselves and to the devil, “I believe what the 
Lord has said! I will be faithful to His Word!” Whether 
Satan is tempting us through our own sinful desires or 
doubts, or through man’s cruelty or flattery, Christians 
have a promise to encourage them as they seek to hold 
fast to the truth: “God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13).

Believers are equipped with “the whole armour 
of God” that they may be able to 
“stand against the wiles of the 
devil”, but among its many pieces 
there is just the one offensive 
weapon, “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6:11,17). Faith is the hand which 
takes up that sword, and prayer 
fetches strength from God to use 
it in our conflict with sin, both 
in ourselves and in the world. 

Confident in the truth, we will not fear what man (or 
our old man) shall do unto us, for “the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor. 10:4).

The Victory
If we are Christians then we will be at war as long as 
we are in this world: there will be no discharge and we 
will not be able to take our ease. But we have the best of 
commanders. When Joshua led Israel in their conquest 
of the promised land, he was told by the Lord, “Be strong 
and of a good courage” (Josh. 1:6). God the Father said 
the same to His Son when He entered the world as 
the Captain of our salvation, for He was sent to suffer 
and die as the Head of His church. On the cross Christ 
vanquished sin and Satan, death and hell. If we have 
repented of our sins and trusted in Him then we are on 
the victory side! Though the conflict may be severe at 
times, we shall never fall so as not to rise again. We shall 
triumph in the end, when we go to be with the Lord. 
Then for us war shall truly be no more.

Christian Warfare

“Though the conflict 
may be severe at 
times, we shall 
never fall so as not 
to rise again.”
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(The concluding section of a sermon on Luke 22:39-
44 found in the volume ‘Studies in the Parables, and 
other sermons’, published in 1907. Laidlaw [1832-
1906] ministered in Free Church congregations in 
Bannockburn, Perth and Aberdeen and occupied the 
Chair of Systematic Theology in New College, Edinburgh 
from 1881 until 1904.)

“And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and 
his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground.” (Luke 22:44)

It is in this scene in Gethsemane that the Passion-
history properly begins, for here our Lord comes 
distinctly and evidently under the shadow of the 

Cross. He had been the man of sorrows always and 
acquainted with grief, but never had He dwelt upon 
His own sorrow. Now it bursts forth like a secret 
which could no longer be kept. “My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death.” He brings His friends 
into Gethsemane but they cannot drink of this cup. He 
leaves them apart, so that He may be alone with God 
and with His grief.

What was the cause of this great sorrow? Could it be 
the prospect of His death? Of this He had spoken often 
to His disciples. He had talked of it amid the radiance of 
the transfiguration. He had hastened on to it before His 
amazed followers on His last journey to Jerusalem as 
one straitened till it should be accomplished. And now, 
within sight of it, when the “hour” is at hand, when 
the cup is pressed to His lips, He falls into an agony 
of horror, and is crushed almost out of His life. What 
was in this cup, the prospect of which wrung with sad 
anguish one so brave and patient and fearless as the 
Son of Man?

Into this ‘hour’ of which the sacred record speaks 
so often, there was concentrated for Him more than at 
any other part of His course the feeling of His position 
as the sin-bearer, the scapegoat, the one who was made 
sin for us and bore for us the cursed death. That is the 
explanation to which the mind of the Christian, guided 
by the whole tenor of Scripture, has in all ages turned 
for satisfaction. It was not suffering, shame, desertion, 

toil for us from which He shrank, but this – to bear 
sin, and bear such evils as the effects and punishment 
of sin. This was the horror of great darkness which 
settled round the cross, and wrung His expectant soul 
in the garden. To feel that all the stripes of God and 
man were tearing Him as if He had been guilty with 
all the world’s guilt – this was a bitterness beyond 
our comprehension – an experience by itself in the 
history of the world. No wonder though He shuddered 
as He entered into its shadow – no wonder though 
He staggered when the cloud burst over His head! It 
was a thing so far from pleasing to Him that only after 
terrible struggle was it submitted to at all, in the self-
conquering, obedient, voluntary sacrifice in which He 
cried out, “Not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” If we want to 
think of sin as we ought, let us repair to Gethsemane.

These are the wounds of Jesus. What shall we think 
of the weapon that inflicted them – our sin? What 
pains of ours about it, what cries of the anxious, what 
tears of the penitent, what wrestlings of the godly can 
give us the least conception of the thing He bore when 
He took the cup of our sin’s penalty, and drank it out. 
Oh, brethren, let us bless God He did so, that though 
He shrank, He did not fail – that though His nature 
quailed, His love for us held fast the cup and would not 
let it pass; for if the drinking of it shook with such sobs 
the Son of God, what tribulation, indignation, wrath, 
and anguish had been poured out on every soul of man 
that doeth evil had no such Son of God been found to 
exhaust it for us! There are none of our thinkings that 
are so shallow, and feeble, and untrue for the most 
part as our thoughts about sin. Ah! friends, if you who 
dally with your temptations and prefer sin’s wretched 
pleasures to the pain of a godly life – you who dream 
that these errors of yours are a light thing after all, and 
that God can easily forgive you, and easily trammel up 
their consequence; ah! if you Christless souls could 
but get some real view of what happened in yon olive 
garden on that night when the Redeemer of mankind 
lay prostrate under the load of our transgressions – it 
might, with God’s grace, arrest and turn you even yet. 
“If these things be done in the green tree, what shall be 
done in the dry?”

DEVOTIONAL
THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN

John Laidlaw
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The triune God is utterly unknowable in any 
positive sense. He dwells in deep darkness. 
The Sovereign God can be known only as He 

reveals Himself through His Word. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” (John 1:1) God is the supreme and 
ultimate reality. God’s speech not only defines reality 
but in a very real sense made reality. He created 
the earth as a theatre in which to display His glory. 
He made man as the crown of creation, in His own 
image in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, to 
articulate the praise due to the Creator. Truth and 
reality prevailed in the created order at the beginning. 
The Word is therefore how God has chosen to relate 
to His creation. As He speaks creation into existence, 
as He supports it by the Word of 
His power, so the words become 
the means whereby He deals with 
people in general, and His own 
special people in particular.

Alternative Reality
A change came about when Satan 
first cast doubt upon the Word of 
God. He chose to attack the Word, 
for in so doing he was striking 
at the character and power of 
God. Commenting on Genesis 
3:1, Martin Luther says: “Moses 
expresses himself very carefully, 
and says: ‘the serpent said’, that is 
with a word it attacks the Word. 
The Word which the Lord had spoken to Adam was: 
‘Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil’. For Adam this Word was gospel and law; it 
was his worship; it was his service and the obedience 
he could offer God in the state of innocence. These 
Satan attacks and tries to destroy.” (Luther’s Works, 
Vol. 1, Lectures on Genesis 1-5, Concordia, 1958, 
p.146)

Luther sees the serpent’s attack on God’s Word 
as attempting to create a new reality, an alternative 
to that established by God Himself. When Adam 
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they accepted the 
serpent’s word as the true account of reality. They 
were rejecting God and claiming that the creature can 
determine what is and what is not real. The problem 
was, of course, that the reality they accepted was no 
reality at all. It was an illusion, a falsehood, and an 
immoral one at that. What they did was to reject God 
and a true definition of themselves. They attempted 
to make themselves into gods.

Divine Truth
The rejection of God’s Word is a rejection of God 
Himself, and is of great moral significance. Adam and 
Eve accepted the serpent’s word, not because they 
failed to understand what God had told them; they 
accepted the serpent’s narrative because they were 
acting wickedly. God’s Word is not a morally neutral 
thing: it is the powerful speech of a holy and sovereign 
God. It can never be a morally indifferent force. It 
challenges us creatures at the most basic level of our 
being, in terms of our very identity. God’s Word does 
not just tell us that we are not who we like to think we 
are, the masters of our own self-created identities and 
destinies, but it tells us that we are instead creatures 
utterly dependent upon and subject to the Creator.

No sooner had man fallen than 
God revealed by His Word the way 
in which He was going to deliver 
the creature and the creation 
from the lie of Satan. He said to 
the serpent: “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15) 
The promise was fulfilled when 
God sent His only begotten Son 
into the world. “And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

(John 1:14) Jesus Christ came as the Truth to counter 
the lie of Satan and so “destroy the works of the devil” 
(1 John 3:8). He became the new representative Man 
to render obedience on behalf of the people given to 
Him by the Father. He engaged with the Tempter in 
the wilderness (in contrast to the garden which was 
the scene for the testing of the first Adam). There 
Christ was confronted with the lie: “All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me.” (Matt 4:9) He resisted the temptation and gained 
the victory over Satan by the Word: “Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” (v.10) The Son 
of Man’s whole life was one of steadfast obedience to 
the will of the Father (Heb. 5:8).

New Creatures
After His earthly life, death and resurrection, Christ 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He 
received the promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33). 

DOCTRINEGOD’S POWERFUL 
WORD

Rev. John J. Murray

“What they did 
was to reject 
God and a true 
definition of 
themselves. They 
attempted to make 
themselves into 
gods.”



Free Church Witness 7

God's Powerful Word

From His exalted throne 
Christ was, through “the other 
Paraclete” (John 14:15-18) 
and by His Word, to bestow on 
wretched sinners all that He 
had purchased for them as their 
Redeemer. In Jerusalem on the 
Day of Pentecost, under the 
preaching of Peter, the hearers 
were convicted of their sin 
and the apostle exhorted them 
to “repent, and be baptized” 
(Acts 2:38). The good news 
was that salvation was all in 
Christ “clothed with His gospel”. We are told: “Then 
they that gladly received his word were baptized” 
(v.41). The preaching of the law exposed their sin and 
bondage under Satan (the unreality), and the gospel 
brought them into union with Christ (the reality), 
and they became in Him the new reality. Christ is 
“the firstfruits” of the new creation, and therefore, “if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature [or new 
creation]” (2 Cor. 5:17).

It was the Word that continued to operate in the 
life of the early Church. The new converts “continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). They 
were sustained by the preaching and teaching of the 
Word. In short, the church assembly was the place 
where God’s Word was spoken and from which it went 
forth to the world. The high calling of the preacher of 
the living Word of God is described by Carl Trueman 
thus: “He is exposing a current reality (the human 
tendency to seek to be right with God through self-
righteousness), and creating a new reality (where we 
are clothed with the crucified Christ’s righteousness). 
Thus, he is to show people that all their righteousness 
is as filthy rags and as reliable a leaning post as 
a spider’s web; and that, as counterintuitive and 
countercultural as it may be, true righteousness, 
mercy, and grace are to be found in the filthy and 
broken corpse of a man condemned as a criminal 
to hang on a cross. This is the preaching of law and 
gospel, and it carries with it transformative power.” 
(Luther on the Christian Life, Crossway, 2015, p.89)

Absolute Priority
Here we see the absolute priority of the Word of God 
in the whole life of the church. We discover from 
Amos how God’s judgment comes on a people by 
removing His Word: “Behold the days come, saith the 
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing 
the words of the Lord: And they shall wander from 
sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they 
shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find it.” (Amos 8:11,12) The absence of the 
Word is the absence of God Himself. People are left 

“to wander from sea to sea” 
in a world of unreality, false 
religion and so called spiritual 
experiences. It is the Word in 
the hands of the Spirit that 
alone can deliver from this 
state. Luther said: “We must 
hold firmly to the conviction 
that God gives no one his Spirit 
or grace except through or with 
the eternal Word.”

When the Word comes to 
sinners there are only two 
possible reactions. Either it 

is received, as it was by the converts on the Day of 
Pentecost, or it is rejected. If God does not free the 
hearer from Satan’s power to believe the Gospel, the 
hearer’s fallen will causes him to be hardened and to 
deepen his opposition to the God who confronts him 
in His Word. Isaiah declares: “so shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void” (Isa. 55:11). The Word of God cannot return unto 
Him empty. In its saving power it creates a new reality 
which is all in Christ and through Him. Those who 
reject the Word remain in unreality. In the final chapter 
of his penetrating analysis of Luther, Carl Trueman 
speaks of how struck he is by “the confidence he had 
in the objective action of God in Christ”, and concludes: 
“his emphasis on the objectivity of the action of God 
in Christ puts all in perspective, and exposes our lives 
outside of Christ for what they are, acts in a silly farce 
played out in the shadow of the beckoning grave” 
(Luther on the Christian Life, p.199).

“If true religion is to beam upon us, our 
principle must be, that it is necessary to 
begin with heavenly teaching, and that 
it is impossible for any man to obtain 
even the minutest portion of right and 
sound doctrine without being a disciple 
of Scripture. Hence, the first step in true 
knowledge is taken, when we reverently 
embrace the testimony which God has 
been pleased therein to give of himself. 
For not only does faith, full and perfect 
faith, but all correct knowledge of God, 
originate in obedience. And surely in this 
respect God has with singular Providence 
provided for mankind in all ages.” 

– John Calvin

Free Church Witness 7

“The Word of God 
cannot return unto 
Him empty. In its 
saving power it 
creates a new reality 
which is all in Christ 
and through Him. ”
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The Free Church (Continuing) adheres 
wholeheartedly and unreservedly to the 
Establishment Principle. Some might suggest 

that we do not, and others might wish that we did not, 
but both are unthinkable for us. Put simply, the principle 
of Establishment has to do with the national recognition 
of religion.

1. Scripture and Establishment
The book of Jonah is probably not the first place people 
would think of going to when considering this subject, 
but in his commentary on the book, Free Church 
minister and author Hugh Martin states that the sort of 
authority which holds in the family holds in the nation 
too. Thus a monarch’s authority, as seen in the case of 
the king of Nineveh when the prophet Jonah warned of 
the impending overthrow of his city, “goes all the length 
of entitling him to enjoin a fast and a solemn assembly 
– a public, national, universal recognition of God”. The 
fast was decreed by the king and his nobles, and was 
prescribed for every man, and even every beast (Jonah 
3:5-9) Martin says: “Well was it for Nineveh that its king 
was not imbued with certain modern notions about 
magistrates and kings having nothing to do with religion. 
The city’s doom had been sealed by them!” Citing the 
concluding verses of Psalm 2, he asks: “Can anything be 
more plain than the duty of kings and all in authority to 
promote among their subjects the advancement of true 
religion and the glory of God?”

Martin gives us an insight into the proper relation 
between church and state when he writes: “When we 
maintain, therefore, as the Church to which I have the 
honour to belong maintains, that the civil magistrate 
has no jurisdiction within or over the Church; God 
forbid we should set it on the ground that he has 
nothing to do with religion or the Church of Christ at 
all.” He insists that the magistrate is bound to recognise 
Christ’s Church, know Christ’s truth, protect those who 
maintain it and promote its propagation. He is bound to 
suppress blasphemy, perjury, Sabbath desecration and 
all else that tends to the dishonouring of God and the 
demoralising of the people.

2. Confession and Establishment
Chapter 23 of the Westminster Confession of Faith sets 
out the Reformed position on civil rulers. It may be 
summarised in seven points:
(i) God has ordained the office of civil magistrate for His 
own glory and the public good, and armed it with the 
sword for the defence of the good and the punishment 
of evil-doers;
(ii) Serving in civil government is lawful for Christians, 

who ought to use such an opportunity to maintain piety, 
justice and peace in particular;
(iii) Civil rulers may not assume the administration of 
the Word, sacraments or church discipline;
(iv) It is the duty of civil rulers to ensure that unity and 
peace are preserved in the Church;
(v) It is the duty of civil rulers to ensure that the truth 
of God is kept pure and entire in the Church, that 
blasphemy and heresy are suppressed, and that abuses 
in worship and discipline are prevented or reformed;
(vi) It is our duty to pray for our civil rulers, and to honour, 
respect and obey them in all their lawful commands;
(vii) Though not all civil rulers are godly or even 
Christian, that does not make void their just and legal 
authority.

3. Psalmody and Establishment
As with every doctrine, the Lord has included the 
Establishment Principle in miniature form in the song 
book He has given to His Church, the Psalter. Note the 
following psalms:

Psalm 2. Verses 10-12 urge civil rulers to serve Jesus, 
the Lord’s Anointed, whom He has set as His King upon 
His holy hill of Zion. Hugh Martin says: “it is not merely 
a dictate and a duty of natural religion, but a revealed 
command, that monarchs should reign for the glory of 
God; – yea, that His revealed religion – His holy word, as 
it declares the religion of Christ, the Son of God – should 
be honoured by them; that they should ‘Kiss the Son’.”

Psalm 82. Psalm 82 is a manual for civil rulers. We 
learn of the dignity of their office (v.1), the danger of 
corrupt practice (v.2) and the duties which they should 
perform (vv.3-4). David Dickson writes on verse 1: “God 
putteth his name upon civil magistrates, and hath clothed 
them with honour; that as their eminency is a part of his 
image, so their decrees should be such as God will own”.

Psalm 92. Psalms 92-99 make clear the connection 
between God’s sovereignty and earthly rulers. Psalm 
92:8 summarises the matter: “But thou, Lord, art most 
high for evermore.” Robert D. Culver writes: “God is King 
over all the world; He always has been, now is, ever shall 
be; hence all nations of men should acknowledge His 
reign. They must also submit to it and praise God for it, 
because ultimately that reign will become visible.” (Civil 
Government: A Biblical View, Wipf and Stock Publishers, 
2009, p.75)

Psalm 99. Verse 4 states: “The king’s strength also 
loveth judgement; thou dost establish equity, thou 
executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob.” The 
lesson is plain: only as our civil rulers know and love 
God, do we, the people, get true justice in the life of the 
nation. May God in His mercy grant it once again!

DOCTRINETHE ESTABLISHMENT 
PRINCIPLE

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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“And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, 
he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed.” (Mark 1:35)

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward 
thee openly.” (Matt. 6:6)

To instruct us regarding what it means to be alone 
with God, we have Christ’s own example, and His 
command concerning private prayer.

The Need
In Mark chapter 1 we find a great crowd gathered at 
the door of the house in Capernaum where the Lord 
was staying. Very early the next morning, He went apart 
to pray in a quiet place (v.35). By being alone with God 
His Father, He gathered strength for His purpose and 
refreshing for His soul. In our own case, we cannot give 
out unless we take in, and we find that the apostle Paul 
prepared likewise (Gal. 1:15-18). This is not a principle for 
preachers only however, but for all the Lord’s people. We 
often forget that prayer is not just speaking, but listening 
(Ps. 65:1,2), and we need silence in order to listen. As 
Charles Swindoll says, “It’s hard to hear God in a crowd.” 
C.F. Keil comments on Elijah: “It was in a soft gentle voice 
that God revealed Himself to him” (1 Kings 19:12).

What is God saying to us in His Word? He is saying: 
“You need to stop what you are doing and listen.” There 
is depth to be gained in such silence. It is “empty vessels” 
– not full ones – which “make the most noise”: they 
speak the loudest and create the most fuss as a cover for 
their ignorance. Do you take time out from your other 
duties to escape the noise? How many minutes a day? In 
the times of the Reformers, Covenanters and Puritans, 
the question would be, How many hours a day? When 
Luther had a more difficult than usual day ahead of him, 
he prayed more than usual. The inner life needs to be 
fed and spiritual digestion is a silent, but most necessary, 
process (John 4:34).

The Practice
Because of who God is, we need preparation of mind 
and heart before we seek to commune with Him. Honest 
confession of sin is necessary. You cannot pray sincerely 
when you have a bad conscience – not that God will hear 
you anyway with such an approach (Ps. 66:18). Strong 
words can often be used to cover an insincere heart. 

Many still draw near to the Lord with their mouth, while 
their heart is far from Him (Matt. 15:8). It is not just 
the actual Pharisee who does this (Luke 18:11,12); the 
danger of insincere devotion is very real for us all. 

Nor must we look to be seen at public worship, 
while God is seeing very little of us at private worship. 
Public prayer divorced from private prayer soon turns 
into a system of routine words, postures and gestures. 
The closed door of private prayer not only closes out 
unwanted distractions, but closes us in with God. A man 
who has spent time with God in private prayer will have 
marks in public prayer which are different from other 
men. Not that this means putting on a pious whine, 
fabricating tears, or throwing our hands about. These 
things are not essential to a relationship, but the heart is, 
and a child’s humble heart goes out to its Father.

A childlike faith speaks in simplicity. We cannot impress 
God, so why seek to impress ourselves or others by our 
prayers? Vain repetitions (Matt. 6:7), especially of God’s 
Name, are to be condemned; this is not what it means 
to ‘hallow’ or ‘sanctify’ His Name. The multiplication of 
words should not be praised either. “Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing 
before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: 
therefore let thy words be few.” (Ecc. 5:2) Referring to 
an over-long prayer he had heard at a prayer meeting, 
Charles Spurgeon said: “Brother A.B. prayed me into a 
good frame, and then he prayed me out of it.”

The Benefits
What are the benefits of being alone with God? There are 
several:
– it allows us to rest from the demands of other things, 
from interrupted aims and the insensitive expectations 
people may have of us;
– it gives us space to reassess what is of real value, taking 
time to think about, and filter out, the non-essentials of 
our lives, especially in the spiritual realm;
– it is a place to check up on ourselves and to gather 
strength, remembering what the Lord has done for us 
in order that we may refocus our devotion, fuel it with 
gratitude, and become more attentive to God.

Charles Swindoll says: “Ultimately it is a spiritual 
serenity that we cultivate in solitude.” Yet we are not 
alone in this place: there is One who has promised to be 
with us always (Matt. 28:20), invisible but seeing all.

If we keep these things in mind, then being alone 
sometimes can be useful for serving God better, which is 
surely the desire of every genuine disciple.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

BEING ALONE WITH GOD
Rev. James Clark
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(William Shedd [1820-1894] was an American 
Presbyterian theologian, finishing his career as professor 
of Systematic Theology in Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. This piece is taken from a miscellany entitled 
‘Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy’ published in 1893.)

It is not right or safe to depart from the method 
prescribed in the Scriptures for an anxious soul to 
take in order to salvation. Even a slight deviation, 

however well intended, works mischief. We have 
heard during seasons of religious awakening, the 
inquirer exhorted to “give his heart to God,” to “submit 
to God,” to “resolve to serve Christ.” This is not the 
direction which Paul gave to the anxious jailer, and 
neither does it agree with the declarations of our Lord 
respecting the particular kind of act which man must 
perform in order to salvation. The Jews once came to 
the Redeemer asking what they must do to work the 
works of God, and his reply was, “This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” The 
first act for the soul in order to salvation is the act of 
faith. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” is the first and 
only direction, therefore, which should be given to 
an inquiring sinner. When this has been done, other 
things will follow naturally, and be done in their order 
and place; but until it has been done, not a step toward 
heaven can be taken. There are objections to the other 
direction to which we have alluded, which we will 
specify.

The Gospel Method
In the first place, when an inquiring person is bidden 
to give his heart to God, he is commanded to present 
something to God, instead of being invited to receive 
something from him. The gospel method is thus 
wholly reversed. The Scripture representation of the 
way of salvation indisputably makes it, from first to 
last, a blessing which comes down from God to man. 

It does not go up from man to God. “Ask and ye shall 
receive.” Christ is appointed “to give both faith and 
repentance,” as well as the remission of sins. Even 
the very first exercises of sorrow for sin, and the very 
first and faintest exercise of faith, are wrought by God. 
When, therefore, a sinful man is bidden, as the first act 
upon his part, to give his heart to God, he is converted 
from a recipient of salvation to an agent and author of 
it. He is urged to do a “work” as the very first thing in 
the process. And it is a work which is the most difficult 
of performance, for a helpless and guilt-smitten sinner, 
that can be conceived of.

In reality, the whole immense burden is thrown 
upon the poor despairing soul, in the very outset. He 
is told that if he will give his heart to God, if he will 
submit his will to Christ, his salvation is assured. But 
this is to put in the forefront of the religious experience 
something which does not belong there. No man can 
surrender and sweetly submit his heart to God, unless 
he believes that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from 
all sin. We are not speaking, of course, of the succession 
in time. The two things may not be distinguishable in 
time measured by the clock, but in the order of nature 
the soul must first accept and receive Christ as its 
atonement before God, before it can become subject 
and submissive to his will. And, therefore, this act of 
faith must be urged upon the inquirer first of any, and 
before any other act is spoken of or enjoined.

Looking to Christ
In the second place, this direction conceals Christ and 
his sacrificial work from the guilt-smitten soul. While it 
is engaged in the attempt to overcome the love of self, 
and to give itself wholly to God, it cannot see the cross, 
because, if for no other reason, it is too much absorbed. 
It is looking within, instead of looking out and away 
to the Lamb of God. It is summoning its energies to 
overcome its own self-love, and subdue its obstinate 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

ADVICE TO THE INQUIRING SINNER
W.G.T. Shedd
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Advice to the Inquiring Sinner

aversion to holiness, instead of sending up an imploring 
and believing glance to the merciful Redeemer who “of 
God is made unto it wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification.” The true answer to the sinner’s inquiry, 
“What shall I do?” is, to say to him, “Do nothing; only 
believe.” But if the answer that is given be the one which 
we are criticising; if he be told to give his heart to God; 

he is bidden to “do,” and this will prevent his “believing.” 
No one can do two things at once; and if the anxious 
inquirer be straining every muscle to its utmost tension 
in order to subdue his native depravity, how can he relax 
every muscle and in helpless impotence cast himself 
upon Christ? We cannot open and shut the hand in one 
and the same instant, and by one and the same volition.

Our Lord affirms that his yoke is easy. It is so, because 
the act of faith is not a strenuous and vehement act, but 
a trusting and recipient one. It does not try to originate 
holiness by its own volition, but it longs to receive the 
holiness which is freely given it of God. The eye and 
not the hand is the member of the body which the Holy 
Spirit has chosen, by which to explain the act by which 
salvation is secured. Look unto me, and be ye saved. 
Behold the Lamb of God. We are not to raise the hand 
and lift at a burden; we are not to raise the foot and run 
a long and severe race; but we are simply to open the 
eye and gaze steadily upon the atoning Christ, dying a 
sacrifice for our guilt. It is indeed true that after faith 
has come, after the soul has beheld the cross, after the 
eye has performed its function, the hand and the foot 
and all the members of the body come into requisition. 
Having accepted and received Christ by faith, and 
having thereby been delivered from condemnation, 
the soul is then to run a race, and fight a fight, and 
carry a burden. But the previous faith makes all this 
activity easy and successful. When the eye has seen the 
Lord, it is easy then to lift the hand for him. Faith works 
by love, and the love of Christ constraineth us.

In giving advice, therefore, to inquiring souls, 
we should not direct their attention, first of all, to 
the results of faith in Christ, but to faith itself. The 
surrender of the heart to God, entire submission to 
his will, a steady and strong determination to obey 
the commandments of Christ, renunciation of the 

world as the chief good – these fruits of belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ought to be kept in the background 
while the soul is urged, first of all, and as the one thing 
needful, to cast itself humbly and penitently upon the 
atoning work of the Son of God. There is no danger of 
undervaluing the consequences of faith, by thus laying 
stress upon faith in the outset; for only from faith as 
the root can all these consequences spring. He who has 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ finds that in so doing 
he has given his heart to God as the natural result. 
But he who attempts to give his heart to God, before 
he has believed on the Son of God, is attempting an 
impossibility, and that too by a dead lift.

The Two Invitations
There are two invitations given by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which cover the whole subject of a sinner’s 
salvation. One is an invitation to come to him, and 
the other an invitation to come after him. Examples 
of the first are: “Come unto me all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28) 
“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 
6:37) Examples of the second are: “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” 
(Matt. 11:29) “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
(Matt. 16:24) The first of these is an invitation to come 
to the Saviour, by trusting penitently in his atoning 
blood in order to pardon and reconciliation with God’s 
holiness. The second is an invitation to come after 
the Saviour, by imitating his character and example. 
And they must be accepted in the order in which the 
Saviour has placed them.

A reversal of the order is fatal. If the sinner attempts 
to come after the Saviour before he has come to him, to 
copy the Redeemer’s life and conduct without seeking 
peace with God by trust in the Redeemer’s offering for 
sin, it will be an utter failure. A pacified conscience 
and a sense of being forgiven, must go before all true 
obedience. If, again, the sinner separates these two 
invitations, the consequence is equally fatal. If he 
attempts to obey the first without obeying the second, 
to come to Christ without coming after him, he is 
James’s antinomian and his faith is dead faith without 
works. And if he attempts to obey the second invitation 
without obeying the first, to come after Christ without 
coming to him, he is Paul’s legalist, who has no true 
sense of sin, rejects Christ’s expiation, and expects 
salvation by moral character and a moral life.
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“He who has 
believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ finds 
that in so doing he 
has given his heart 
to God as the natural 
result.”
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Big Step

It is always a momentous thing when we first leave 
home. Today many go away for further study, or 
perhaps it is to take up employment. Some of you 

may have had this experience recently, whilst others 
may face it in the coming months. Our thoughts at 
the time can swing between two extremes. Some folk 
are quite unconcerned; they imagine that things will 
continue more or less as they have always done – not 
realising that there are real dangers associated with 
the move. Others are terrified by the prospect of it all. 
Now it is true that some things are always the same, no 
matter where we are or what we are doing. The Lord is 
unchanging, and His grace is unfailing, and that is the 
greatest encouragement any of us can ever have. At the 
same time we must understand that whilst we are not 
to be terrified at the prospect of leaving home, neither 
should we be careless about it. The new routines may 
be difficult and the removal of old safeguards can be 
dangerous spiritually. Satan is expert at exploiting 
these things to the detriment of the young Christian 
and to the ruination of young folk who have not yet 
come to know the Lord.

Finding a Church

One thing which will help you greatly in settling into 
your new surroundings is the establishing of a good 
church base. It is of the utmost importance that you 
find a biblical church where you are comfortable and 
that you do so quickly. Some people spend so long 
looking for a place of worship that they never settle in 
a congregation, spending all their time moving about. 
That is almost invariably disastrous. In your choice of 
church, beware of being influenced by numbers. Often 
there will be popular congregations where many young 
people gather. Apart from the fact that they may not be 
doctrinally sound, such congregations can also be very 
anonymous places where you never really get involved 
and where no one will be aware if you are struggling. 
Irregular attendance is unlikely to be noticed and no 
one will seek you out to discover what your problem 
might be. Your own minister will be able to guide you 
to the nearest congregation of our own denomination, 
and if there is not one locally, perhaps to a good 
alternative. He may also be able to make contact with 
people in the congregation before you arrive, which 
means that they will be looking out for you.

When I first left home I attached myself to a 
relatively small congregation and what a blessing 
that turned out to be. I became involved in a whole 
variety of activities and formed real bonds with all the 
different age groups in the congregation. I look back on 
those days as a particularly blessed time.

Christian Union

If you are going to college or university, I would 
encourage you to associate with a Christian Union (CU) 
if there is one available. Even if you are not a Christian, 
or perhaps lack assurance of salvation, you may find 
its meetings of value. I found it extremely helpful to 
meet up with fellow believers. I was able to take part 
in things such as Bible studies and evangelism. Some 
caution is necessary, however. There is always a danger 
of the CU becoming a substitute for church. This is 
particularly true in regard to the midweek meeting. We 
can become so involved in CU activity that we neglect 
our own prayer meeting. You must not allow that to 
happen. There is no substitute for the gathered church 
and public worship; also, the company of young people, 
to the exclusion of older believers, is not spiritually 
healthy.

Another point to bear in mind with regard to CUs 
is their social programmes. A good part of what is 
put on will of course be entirely innocent, but even 
twenty-five years ago I observed an increasing laxity 
in this area. There was an increasing blurring of 
the distinction between what is acceptable for the 
Christian according to the Bible, and what is not. A 
tolerance of pubs and clubs was beginning to creep in 
and I saw with my own eyes some of the bitter fruit 
this produced. I suspect that this downward trend 
has only accelerated in the years since then.

Final Word of Advice

I urge you to start the way you mean to continue. It 
is always best to “nail your colours to the mast”, and 
to do so as soon as you can. By God’s grace try to be 
open and honest about what you believe, and you will 
be amazed at how He assists you during your time 
at college or university, or in your new workplace. 
He has promised to be no man’s debtor and He says, 
“them that honour me I will honour, and they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed” (1 Sam. 2:30). 
Above all else, keep close to the Lord, pleading His 
promises and leaning on His strength. “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.” (Prov. 3:5-6)
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Update from Spain (Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz)

2017 in Spain: Many Reasons To Be Thankful

At the end of a year and the beginning of a new 
one, it is usually the time to look back, to the 
past mercies, as well as to look forward, to the 

expected coming achievements and advancements 
– a mixture of thankfulness and expectation. By 
the Lord’s grace, we have closed another year in 
the Lord’s work in Spain. It has been our third 
year walking beside the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and under her supervision, and, though 
the way for us as a church in Spain is far from easy, 
we have been greatly encouraged by the Lord during 
the last months. We have many reasons to give thanks 
to the Lord, and also to express our gratitude to our 
brethren in Scotland, who have helped us many times 
and in multiple ways.

Congregation
We are a little congregation scattered between three 
towns: Bilbao, Rubí (Barcelona) and Pau (France). In 
each place there is a group of twelve to fifteen believers 
meeting regularly in public buildings – without 
publicity, as we are not yet an officially recognized 
church. I am the only pastor in this congregation, and 
I visit the group in Rubí normally four times a year 
and the group in Pau twice a year. During this past 
year we have had the encouragement of seeing eight 
professions of faith: three in Bilbao, three in Rubí and 
two in Pau. We have also had three infant baptisms, in 
Rubí. As far as I know, we are the only church in Spain 
which practices Exclusive Psalmody, and that makes 
us sometimes feel quite alone, but it is a privilege for 
us to join the universal church that remains faithful 
to the psalm-singing principle in all the world. In 

2010, the complete Spanish Psalter (with Genevan 
tunes) was published, and at present I am working on 
a revision of the Psalter, trying to improve the results 
of the first edition.

Conferences
This year has been the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, and we have had two main cycles of 
conferences: from 10th to 13th May, in Miranda 
de Ebro, and from 12th to 14th October, in Bilbao. 
A significant group of lecturers has come from 
Scotland. In Miranda we had Rev. Maurice Roberts, 
Rev. James MacInnes, Rev. John MacLeod and Rev. Dr. 
James Millar. We have had also the participation of 
Rev. José Fernández, a pastor in Chicago and director 
of a seminary (Reformed Theology Institute). For 
the conferences in Rubí, Rev. David Blunt and Rev. 
Raymond Kemp prepared lectures on the ‘Five Solas 
of the Reformation’, but in the end their presence 
with us was not possible, due to the political and 
social turmoil in Catalonia at the beginning of 
October. Nevertheless the conference was held with 
the lectures read and translated into Spanish. In both 
conferences we had the presence of Rev. William Scott 
and his wife Isobel, who after all these years visiting 
Spain are very well known and dear to the Spanish 
brethren.

Elders
During the conference in Miranda, we had also a very 
important event for the life of the congregation in 
Spain: the ordination of Mr Wilson Calle (Rubí) and 
Mr Hugues Pierre (Pau) as elders. They therefore join 
the Session composed of brothers from Scotland: Rev. 
William Scott, Rev. James MacInnes, Rev. Harry Woods 
and Mr Donald Robertson. It is a great blessing for 
us to be under the Presbyterian form of government 
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at the very beginning of the church and we hope to 
reproduce it faithfully in Spain. In this way we have 
started the legalization process we face with the 
Spanish government as a unified ecclesiastical body, 
which we hope to finish during 2018.

Youth Camp
In the summer we had also an important milestone 
for the congregation, as our third conference in 
Miranda was followed by the first Youth Camp. The 
conference and the devotionals in the Youth Camp 
were conducted by Rev. Timothy McGlynn, on the 
subject ‘The Fruits of the Spirit’. The camp was 
attended by a group of young people from Scotland, 
as well as Mr McGlynn’s family.

Seminary
The future of the church in Spain is linked to the 
provision of new pastors, and that is the vision of 
our little online seminary, ‘Academia de Teología 
Reformada’. We receive interest from people coming 
from different countries in Latin America, but for us 
the most important thing is that Mr Hugues Pierre 
is following the studies, with excellent results and 
levels of proficiency.

A year has passed and a new year is ahead of us. Let 
us see what the Lord has prepared for us in it!

Reprint of Staff Psalter  (Rev. Andrew Allan)

The Special Committee on Psalmody are 
delighted to announce that a new reprint of the 
1650 Scottish Staff Psalter is now available to 

buy.
The Psalter features an enhanced binding and a 

slightly increased gap between the top and bottom 
pages compared to previous reprints. It is expected 
that this will make the Psalter easier to use and be 
more durable. Also, for the first time the Psalter will 
have an ISBN number: 978-1-5272-1818-5.

The Psalter is 
on sale for a special 
introductory price 
of £14.99 each 
until the rising 
of the General 
Assembly on 24th 
May 2018. After 
that the retail price 
will be £17.99 
each. Bulk orders 
(five or more 
Psalters purchased 
at the same time) 
£15.99 each.

The Psalter may 
be purchased from 

this website: 
sing-the-psalms.webs.com

More details may be obtained from Rev. Andrew 
R. Allan, Psalmody Committee Clerk, 23 Kingfisher 
Drive, Glasgow, G13 4QA (0141 328 1707).

Church Targeted in Terror Attack   
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On ‘Sunday’ morning 17 December, four Islamic 
terrorists attacked the Bethel Memorial 
Methodist Church in Quetta, the capital of 

Pakistan’s Baluchistan Province. Some 400 Christians 
were participating in the ‘Sunday School Christmas 
Program’ when gunfire erupted outside. Two 
gunmen had shot dead church gatekeeper George 
Masih, paving the way for two bombers to invade. 
Security guards stationed around the perimeter and 
on the church roof returned fire, killing one bomber, 
wounding the other and forcing the two gunmen to 
flee. Unable to make it inside the church, the wounded 
bomber detonated his explosive vest outside. At least 
nine Christians were killed in the blast and more 
than 50 suffered wounds either from bullets or from 
shards of wood and glass propelled by the explosion. 
Pastor Samuel told Morning Star News that, had either 
of the two bombers managed to enter the church, the 
death toll “would have been colossal”. Islamic State 
has claimed responsibility for the attack. While we 
lament and “weep with them that weep” (Romans 
12:15), we thank God that the full extent of evil was 
not realised. 

Quote

“What is time, measured with eternity? 
As the earth is but a small point to 
the heaven, so time is but, nay scarce 

a minute to eternity! And then, what is this poor life 
which crumbles away so fast? O think of eternity! 
Brethren, we are every day travelling to eternity: and 
whether we wake or sleep, we are going our journey; 
some of us are on the borders of eternity. O study the 
shortness of life and length of eternity.”
Thomas Watson

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

Thank you.
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COMMENT
THE ABORTION TRAGEDY

Where is the compassion for the unborn?

The UK has publicly-funded healthcare, social 
services and benefits, and to many that makes 
us a compassionate society. But what is done for 

the most helpless in our midst – those individuals who 
literally cannot do anything for their own physical and 
material well-being? With obvious exceptions, the sick, 
disabled, homeless and unemployed can generally do 
something to help their own situation. Young children, 
though dependent upon their parents, are not entirely 
helpless either. And even an infant can at least cry out. 
But a child in the womb can do nothing.

The 1967 Abortion Act removed much of the legal 
protection for unborn children, but there are now 
efforts to make abortion even easier to obtain. Last year 
an MP proposed a Bill in the UK Parliament to remove 
all legal restrictions on abortion, effectively meaning 
abortion on demand right up until birth. Thankfully 
this shocking Bill was derailed by the general election. 
A few months later the relevant mainland governments 
announced that women from Northern Ireland, where 
abortions are illegal except where the mother’s health 
is at risk, would receive the ‘service’ free in England and 
Scotland; previously they had to pay.

In the recent New Year’s Honours List, Cathy 
Warwick, former chief executive of the Royal College 
of Midwives, was made a DBE for her services to 
midwifery. Yet Wikipedia describes her as an “abortion 
rights activist”. Incredibly she combined her role in the 
RCM with a position as Chair of the Board of Trustees 
of the British Pregnancy Advisory Service, which is paid 
£25 million annually by the NHS to conduct abortions. 
She will probably continue her ‘activism’, but we do 
not imagine that such things as selective abortion for 
reasons of gender and genetic abnormalities, which are 
now a reality, will feature among her concerns.

2018 began with the BPAS and others attacking the 
appointment of the ‘pro-life’ MP Maria Caulfield as the 
Conservative Party’s Vice-Chair for Women, accusing 
her of holding views on abortion which are “out of step” 
with the public. Caulfield defended her position, saying: 
“It’s a sad day in this country if you can’t have a different 
view to someone.” We agree, and trust that more people 
will be willing to have ‘a different view’ on this subject 
– the biblical view that abortion is the destruction of a 
unique human life which began at conception, and that 
abortion should therefore be made illegal. “Thou shalt 
not kill.” (Exod. 20:13)

TRANSLATION AND EXPLANATION

The pope wants the Lord’s Prayer altered

Not content with claiming universal authority 
over nations and inventing new doctrines and 
ceremonies, the pope has suggested that the 

Lord’s Prayer should be adjusted. He finds fault with 
the sixth petition, “And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13). According to the 
pope: “This is not a good translation because it speaks 
of a God who induces temptation.” Yet every translation 
from the Greek text renders it the same way. The Bible 
being the inspired Word of God, this is what the Lord 
actually said: it is the Lord’s Prayer, not Matthew’s – 
and certainly not the pope’s.

The pope is firstly claiming authority over the 
text. This is nothing new. Romanism claims that the 
Church gave the Bible to the world, and the Church 
can dictate what is and what is not Scripture. This is 
false. As the Westminster Confession of Faith reminds 
us, the authority of Scripture “dependeth not upon the 
testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God” 
(1:4). Secondly, the pope is confusing translation with 
explanation. The translator’s task is to reproduce the 
original: the interpretation of the text belongs to the 
ministry.

The Romish French liturgy has already been adjusted 
to suit the pope’s wishes. In the magazine Christianity 
Today Daniel B. Wallace of Dallas Theological Seminary 
alleged that there is a long history of altering the 
wording of the Lord’s Prayer. Worse, he claimed that 
Scripture is not at one on the wording and that the 
conclusion of the prayer is not part of the original 
text. Astonishingly several Protestant denominations 
in France and elsewhere have adopted the new papal 
version. Our Westminster Standards follow the text of 
the Lord’s Prayer as in our Authorised Version, and 
as long as we subscribe to them that is what shall be 
heard.

Lest anyone misunderstand the sixth petition, 
Matthew Henry says: “Having prayed that the guilt 
of sin may be removed, we pray, as it is fit, that we 
may never return again to folly, that we may not be 
tempted to it. It is not as if God tempted any to sin; 
but, ‘Lord, do not let Satan loose upon us; chain up 
that roaring lion, for he is subtle and spiteful; Lord, 
do not leave us to ourselves (Ps. 19:13), for we are 
very weak’.” Thus we see the difference between 
translation and explanation – what the text says and 
what the text means.
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THE FREE CHURCH IN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

The Church History section in this issue is devoted to 
an extended review of a major book by one of our own 
ministers. Entitled ‘Preserving a Reformed Heritage’ 
and written by Rev. John Keddie, this new volume is an 
important contribution to the understanding of the 
history of the Free Church of Scotland post-1900, and is 
therefore bound to be of interest to us all.

Preserving a Reformed Heritage
John W. Keddie, Scottish Reformed Heritage 
Publications, pbk, 377pp, £11.95 from Lulu

Ahistory of the twentieth-century Free Church 
of Scotland has long been needed, and our 
own John Keddie has filled the gap with this 

interesting and informative volume. He seems to have 
read every book ever written by a Free Church minister, 
and the extensive bibliography of this volume is itself a 
valuable record. Mr Keddie is well qualified to write this 
history, as a Free Churchman of many years standing, 
and one by conviction rather than by upbringing. It is 
a wide-ranging, charitable, yet not uncritical review of 
the last century of our Church. Its purpose is “to focus 

on the most important questions affecting the life of the 
church in relation to what it professed to be after 1900”.

The Positives
The record of the Free Church in the twentieth century is 
somewhat mixed. On the one hand, as Mr Keddie shows, 
we have much ground for thanksgiving. In the very 
challenging context of a rapidly secularizing society, 
with a consistently hostile media, an unsympathetic 
political class and an academic world promoting 
rationalistic liberal theology, the Free Church survived 
as a Reformed and evangelical Church throughout 
the century. The national Church of Scotland endured 
staggering decline: from 1.3 million members in 1931 
to fewer than 400,000 today (though attendances are 
only half that). The Free Church actually had slightly 
more members in 1999 than it had in 1900, although 
the Free Church adherent base declined heavily, from 
about sixty thousand to around twelve thousand. Many 
remote rural congregations declined, some ceasing 
to exist; but, equally, in the post-War era there were 
quite a number of successful church plants. Foreign 
missions prospered in Peru, South Africa and India, 
with indigenous denominations planted to continue the 
ministry there. At home, there were hospital ministries, 
student ministries, immigrant ministries, and good 
work in youth camps, home missions and colportage. 

CHURCH HISTORY

Dingwall Free Church
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The Free Church in the Twentieth Century

Furthermore, the witness of the Free Church throughout 
the twentieth century was generally of confessional 
doctrine, evangelical preaching, and Reformed worship.

The Negatives
But to some extent, there were always two churches in 
the Free Church, one strictly confessional, Reformed and 
experimental, the other more broadly and pragmatically 
evangelical. The division was not exactly co-extensive 
with the Gaelic and English sections of the Church, 
but was close enough for language (and geography) to 
exacerbate the division.

One weakness in the Free Church was its College, 
which despite its full-time faculty, contributed minimally 
to wider theological debate or literature in these years. 
Free Church professors varied widely in capacities, but 
even the ablest published little. Comparing the output 
of our Professors to that of the faculty of Westminster 
Seminary in the same period is not a flattering exercise. 
Furthermore, the Free Church made no effort to 
republish the great writings of our Reformed and Puritan 
heritage. It is sad that it was largely left to the Banner 
of Truth to fulfil this ministry, and that the Free Church 
College actually had to be called to order by another 
denomination in the 1960s for teaching theology from 
books published by SCM, a mainstream liberal publisher. 
Apologetics seems to have been a particular weakness.

But the greatest flaw in the Free Church was her all-
too-frequent failure in the Christian upbringing of young 
people. The continual failure to inculcate principles 
of doctrine, responsibilities of church attendance and, 
above all, the urgent priority of seeking salvation at a 
young age, cost the Church dearly. This was undoubtedly 
the single greatest factor in the Free Church’s numerical 
decline during the twentieth century. Mr Keddie is right 
to identify the lack of Christian schooling as one major 
factor in this failure, and it is humbling to look at examples 
of similar churches in the Netherlands and in North 
America that grew substantially during the twentieth 
century, chiefly by fulfilling these responsibilities more 
effectively. However, the malaise was wider than merely 
educational, and I would suggest included preaching 
that often gave little thought to effective communication 
with the young, and a culture of Christian parenting that 
was fatalistic regarding children’s embrace of the truth.

Baptism
Mr Keddie discusses Free Church debates on baptism at 
some length, taking the view that baptism should have 
been restricted to the children of communicant members, 
and not granted to the children of adherents. Undoubtedly 
the sacrament was sometimes inappropriately granted 
to worldly parents in the Free Church, but I think that 
more weight than is acknowledged here should be given 
to a distinction of qualification between the sacraments, 
based on the additional requirement of self-examination 
for admission to the Lord’s Table (1 Cor. 11:28).  I am 

not convinced that 
a more restrictive 
practice of baptism 
would have 
done anything to 
encourage more 
effective Christian 
upbringing: if 
anything, it may, 
in the case of 
committed adherent 
families, have 
proved a further 
discouragement.

Controversies
The eventual and 
tragic split of 2000 is not addressed directly in this 
volume, as the author intends to publish a separate 
volume on the subject, but other controversies are 
discussed, such as the bitter row that erupted in the 
1950s over Rev. Kenneth MacRae’s pamphlet, The 
Resurgence of Arminianism. While Mr Keddie is right 
to acknowledge that the title was overblown and 
provocative, the warnings of Mr MacRae against the 
indiscriminate approval of some of his colleagues of Billy 
Graham, the Faith Mission and the Keswick Convention 
were timely and necessary. Other straws in the wind 
were evident in the occasional efforts of some to 
establish ecumenical links with the Church of Scotland, 
and in a lack of consistency in worship in Free Church 
youth camps and evangelism, which inevitably stored up 
problems for the future.

Conclusion
This history is not the final word on the topic: many 
interesting areas are still to be explored. It is strong 
with regards to debates, reports and legislation, but 
we could do with hearing more about the human life 
of the Free Church. What about recording the revivals 
in the twentieth-century Free Church? Who were her 
great preachers? How did communion observance vary 
across the country? How did the Free Church address 
the carnage of the World Wars? What was the scene at 
an open-air communion at Ferintosh Burn in the 1900s, 
or in Stornoway Free Church when attendances reached 
an unprecedented peak in the late 1980s?

Nonetheless, the volume is commended to all as an 
important book, bringing an ongoing challenge to seek 
earnestly the help of the Lord. As Mr Keddie warns: 
‘The continuing existence of any one visible Church 
denomination on earth in any generation, practically 
or historically speaking, depends upon its faithfulness 
and obedience to Christ, upon His presence in it, and 
upon the power of the Holy Spirit giving it real spiritual 
life and power’ (p.23). The book is available to print to 
order from the website Lulu.com.

http://www.Lulu.com
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Jan Hus: Reformation in Bohemia
Oscar Kuhns and Robert Dickie, 
Reformation Press, pbk, 210pp, £9.75

Two anniversaries in recent years have 
highlighted the vital contribution of the 
Bohemian Reformer, Jan Hus, to the beginnings 

of the Protestant Reformation. The first was the 600th 
anniversary of his martyrdom, in 2015, and the second 
the recent commemoration of the 500th anniversary 
of the stand taken by Martin Luther, in 2017. The 
historical facts on Hus are scarce compared with those 
of Luther, and therefore we are glad for any new light 
shed on the life of the earlier Reformer.

Dr Robert Dickie has taken a little-known work 
on Hus by an American, Professor Oscar Kuhns, 
originally published in 1907 as John Hus: the Witness, 
and has extensively edited and annotated it. He has 
also provided much supplementary material to give 
useful historical context and relevant topographical 
information. To do so he has drawn on many written 
and online resources. The book also relates the history 
of the Hussites after the execution of their leader. 
There is an extensive appendix providing thumbnail 
biographies of people featured in the book.

To those who regard history as the outworking of 
God’s eternal plan and purpose, this book will provide 
a new thrill. God works in mysterious ways to advance 
his truth and overthrow his enemies. John Wycliffe (d. 
1384), known as the ‘Morning Star of the Reformation’, 
did not see much success in England, but students 
returning home from Oxford carried his teachings 
to Prague. His writings in Latin greatly influenced 
Hus, who was a 
popular preacher 
and the Rector of 
Prague University. 
The Roman Catholic 
Church and the 
Holy Roman Empire 
hounded Hus to a 
cruel martyrdom in 
1415. This lonely 
man’s witness 
seemed a failure at 
first, but his doctrines 
spread widely, and 
within a century God 
had raised up Martin 

Luther, whose stand for truth was to see the proud 
and contemptuous hierarchy of Rome begin to falter. 
Luther could say: “In my opinion Jan Hus bought with 
his own blood the gospel which we now possess”.

We are most grateful to Dr Dickie and Reformation 
Press for their considerable efforts to present these 
stirring events in a modern format.
Rev. John J. Murray

Too young to die? – The Story of Hannah Stone
Andrew Stone, DayOne Publications, 
pbk, 128pp, £7.00

Does God really 
choose to bless 
us through 

the suffering of our 
children? Surely 
such a circumstance, 
which seems to be 
of no benefit in our 
physical world, cannot 
be for our good? This 
book contains the 
remarkable testimony 
of the Stone family 
compiled by Andrew, 
the father of Hannah, 
an only child, whose 
experience this book recounts. Around the age of 
eighteen, Hannah’s health began to deteriorate and 
she was told she would need a kidney transplant. In 
two short years she received a successful transplant 
and recovered well, only to have a cancerous lump 
found in her head.

This family endured tremendous physical and 
emotional suffering, in a brief space of time. From 
a human point of view, they can still question the 
purpose of it; but their testimony is that God’s strength 
is made perfect in their weakness. In Mr Stone’s own 
words, “it helps us to look at the death of Jesus Christ. 
His crucifixion looked like the greatest miscarriage 
of justice and one of the worst acts of inhumanity the 
world has ever seen. Yet God’s purpose in that was to 
make it possible for sinners to be freely reconciled to 
God and become the children of God.” God’s purposes 
are sometimes above our understanding but are 
always for the spiritual good of His children.

This short book is highly recommended to those who 
are going through difficult providences. Those searching 
for an answer to the turmoil of their circumstances will 
find great comfort, and hopefully the peace of God, in 
reading this book. No Christian walks alone through 
this world and Mr Stone and DayOne Publications are 
to be commended for sharing this testimony of God’s 
grace for the benefit of many.
Mrs Esther Macleod (Knock & Point)

BOOK
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Partick   
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh   
Harris - Scalpay   
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh    
Strath    
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
27 Morison Avenue, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2HQ
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Dec 2016
£

18,525
27,095
44,570
22,500
13,030

125,719

12,065
15,091
10,674
23,943
61,773

9,525
13,676

520
26,032
20,000
28,839
30,822

1,260
130,675

22,548
21,261
28,332
20,818
14,500
91,902

199,361

20,555
16,713
21,496

8,780
24,193
30,048

121,786

2,000

641,313

22,418
1,000

664,731

132,731
531,999

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2017

£

0
16,333

0
0

209
16,542

600
315
134

0
1,049

414
0
0

40,696
10,193

0
5
0

51,308

0
0
0
0

7,864
3,856

11,720

7,869
0

431
0

1,157
0

9,497

0

90,115

0
0

90,115

6,251
83,864

Total to Dec 2017
£

18,000
26,257
41,809
23,000
9,257

118,323

10,353
15,039
11,054
24,759
61,205

9,150
13,185
1,000

26,027
20,000
24,628
31,350
4,293

128,782

24,031
16,675
26,412
22,812
15,594

111,148
216,672

20,550
16,634
23,903
8,345

29,202
30,829

129,464

1,000

656,295

45,914
0

702,209

132,993
569,216

Dec 2017
£

1,500
1,187
2,800
1,708
1,002
8,197

2,316
0

1,200
2,000
5,516

321
1,600

100
1,524

0
2,000

850
0

5,545

1,874
1,400
1,800
1,635
1,094
6,741

14,544

1,450
1,400
5,150

660
1,500
1,500

11,660

0

46,312

2,919
0

49,231

0
49,231

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
February:  March:      April:
18  Stornoway  11  Columbia, Cross, Portree   1    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores 
25  Harris  18  Glasgow–Knightswood    8    North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis
   25  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane, Scalpay–Harris 15  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville
         22  Atlanta, Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath
         29  Aberdeen, Glasgow–Partick



“God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine 
upon us; Selah. That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations.”

Psalm 67:1-2

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Attendees at the Reformation Conference held in Miranda de Ebro, Spain, in May 2017 (courtesy of Rev. Jorge Ruiz)


