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John Calvin wrote that “no man can have the least 
knowledge of true and sound doctrine without 
having been a pupil of the Scriptures”. The Word of  

     God is more precious to us than anything else we 
possess. Without it we must perish in our sins, for it 
alone makes the Lord Jesus Christ known to us. The 
Scriptures show us the way of salvation through faith 
in Christ and promise believers a glorious eternity. 
They give us light in our darkness and comfort in our 
afflictions. They strengthen, guide and keep us on the 
path of life. The Word of God is worth far more than 
thousands of gold and silver.

It does not matter who or what we are. If the poor 
and vulnerable need the message of the Bible, then so do 
the noble and powerful. The words spoken by clergy at 
the coronation of our present monarch are a reminder 
of that: “Our gracious Queen: to keep your Majesty ever 
mindful of the law and the Gospel of God as the Rule 
for the whole life and government of Christian Princes, 
we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing 
that this world affords. Here is Wisdom; This is the royal 
Law; These are the lively Oracles of God.” We would be 
in a much better state as a nation if this high view of 
the Bible prevailed and people everywhere gave heed 
to what it says!

Eternal Truth
The historic belief of the church is that the eternal God, 
who is Himself truth, has spoken eternal truth to us in 
the Holy Scriptures. He inspired the individuals who 
wrote them (2 Sam. 23:2; 2 Pet. 1:21), so that they 
are wholly consistent. He has watched over them with 
special care (Isa. 40:8; Matt. 24:35), so that they are 
entirely trustworthy. Every prophecy in the Scriptures 
is fulfilled in its appointed time and every promise made 
by God to His people is kept, for “the scripture cannot 
be broken” (John 10:35). Likewise every petition in the 
Bible which Christ made for His own is answered. On 
the night before His crucifixion, the Lord Jesus prayed 
for His disciples, “Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory” (John 17:24). What encouragement 
those words give to the struggling, weary believer!

The Bible exalts a holy, mighty, sovereign God, and 
humbles proud, sinful man – which is why many find 
fault with it. Despite all the evidence that it is the 
Word of God, there are those who refuse to accept the 
Bible as divine revelation. Often the reason for this is 
that they reject the idea of absolute truth, or realities 
which cannot change. In this they are following in the 
footsteps of Pontius Pilate. When the Roman governer 
asked Christ whether He was a king, the Lord said 
to him: “Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was 
I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of 
the truth heareth my voice.” Pilate responded, “What is 
truth?” (John 18:37,38) Pilate was trying to evade his 
responsibility for his actions, but in vain. He found no 
fault in Christ, but was willing to deliver Him to the Jews 
to be crucified, and was left with a guilty conscience.

A Great Deception
Man’s boldest rejection of the truth is to deny the 
existence of God altogether. This denial does not result 
from an impartial consideration of the facts but from 
the bias of our fallen nature. “The fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God” (Ps. 14:1; 53:1). Sensing a need 
to bolster his unbelief, the atheist seizes upon any idea 
which he thinks will support his viewpoint, however 
fanciful or illogical the idea may be. Satan is involved in 
this, for his aim is to get man to disbelieve God. It is what 
he was doing when he tempted Eve: “Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1)

Christ declared the devil to be the father of lies (John 
8:44) and there is a great lie which Satan is advancing 
in his efforts to remove the thought of God from men’s 
minds. This lie dominates the scientific world and the 
education system and is relayed by the media as though 
it were proven fact. It concerns the origin of things. The 
claim is that the universe is the product of a ‘big bang’ 
and that man has evolved from simple forms of life. This 
process is said to have taken billions of years and to be the 

Editorial

GOD’S INFALLIBLE WORD
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result of pure, undirected chance. If this theory is true, 
then despite the extraordinary complexity, harmony 
and beauty of the universe, there is no Creator. We have 
no never-dying soul and there is no day of judgment, no 
heaven and no hell. This alternative view of origins is a 
head-on challenge to the teaching of Scripture, and it is 
“science falsely so called” (1 Tim. 6:20).

In the Beginning
The Bible opens with the words, “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). It shows 
us how the eternal God, by His almighty power and in 
His infinite wisdom and goodness, brought all things 
into being out of nothing. He did this over six literal days 
and His work was perfect. He created the conditions 
necessary for life and then made the plants and animals 
in all their amazing variety. His final creation was man, 
male and female and in His own image (Gen. 1:27). God 
placed our first parents in a paradise, to glorify Him 
and enjoy His friendship, but they rebelled against Him 
and our whole race was plunged into sin and misery, 
coming under divine wrath. Adam and Eve tried to hide 
themselves from the presence of the Lord (Gen. 3:8), 
and man has been doing that ever 
since. Many now take refuge behind 
a false view of origins in order to 
avoid their accountability to God.

Can we see the devastating 
consequences of the evolutionary 
theory? It leaves us with no final 
authority or fixed moral standard, 
so that every man does what is 
“right in his own eyes” (Judg. 
17:6). The law of God on marriage, 
the family and the sanctity of life is disregarded, and 
abortion, adultery and homosexuality are permitted. 
Yet disobedience to God’s commandments, which were 
given for our good, leads to ruined lives, broken homes 
and a decaying society. Worst of all, evolution leaves us 
without any real purpose in this world or hope for the 
world to come. Our lives, with all their joys, sorrows and 
other experiences, are ultimately meaningless. Oh how 
we should praise God for the Scriptures, which give us 
the truth! They are indeed “a light that shineth in a dark 
place” (2 Pet. 1:19).

Within the Church
Sadly a lack of belief in the Bible and its teaching is not 
confined to men of the world. Many within the visible 
church deny the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, and 
point to what they think are errors. Some evangelicals 
have compromised on the doctrine of creation, accepting 
the idea of an old earth and allowing evolution; this 
means that suffering and death were present before 
man sinned, whereas the Bible says that they belong 
to the curse God placed on the creation after the fall 
(Gen. 3:17-19; Rom. 5:12). Others are abandoning the 

doctrine of eternal punishment, which the Bible affirms 
repeatedly (Dan. 12:2; Matt. 25:46; Rev. 14:11), yet they 
seem uncertain as to what to replace it with: annihilation, 
a ‘second chance’, universal salvation? When the plain 
truths of Scripture are questioned confusion results, 
and souls are misled.

Even within some reformed churches there are 
departures from orthodox belief, including the truth 
of justification. If Satan can corrupt this doctrine then 
he scores a great victory. He achieved this in Roman 
Catholicism, with its teaching that in justification God 
makes sinners righteous, by removing their guilt and 
purifying their natures, and that this is accomplished 
through faith and works. The Reformation re-established 
in the church the biblical truth that in justification 
God declares us righteous, reckoning to us the perfect 
obedience of Christ, which is received by faith alone 
(Rom. 3:28; 4:5). Yet now there are teachings such as 
the ‘New Perspective on Paul’, which maintain that the 
believer’s works contribute to his final salvation.

Our Duty to God
The supreme standard for the faith and life of the 

church is Scripture. Only Scripture. 
Not Scripture and tradition, or 
Scripture and science, or Scripture 
and the modern culture. As the 
church’s King and Head, Jesus Christ 
exercises His authority over her 
through His Word alone. Whether 
it is doctrine, worship, discipline 
or government, the church is not to 
permit or enforce anything except 
what is in the Scriptures or may 

be fairly deduced from them. Our calling is to “hold fast 
the form of sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13). When the law 
of the land no longer reflects the teaching of Scripture, 
Christians may suffer persecution; when Scripture is no 
longer ruling the church, believers may know the pain 
of separation: both must be for the sake of Christ.

Whatever the opposition, we must continue to believe 
and obey the Word of God. The Bible is a rock which has 
withstood many storms, and an anvil that has worn out 
many hammers, and we will never, ever, lose by being 
faithful to it. Noah is a wonderful example for us. In a 
godless age, with many mocking him, he “prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house”, believing God’s warning 
of the coming flood by which He would judge a wicked 
world (Heb. 11:7). David showed the same spirit when 
he said: “Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep 
the commandments of my God” (Ps. 119:115). May 
we be able to say with conviction, even as our blessed 
Saviour did, “thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

God’s Infallible Word

“Whatever the 
opposition, we 
must continue to 
believe and obey 
the Word of God.”
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(The first part of a meditation written to aid preparation 
for the Lord’s Supper. Willison [1680-1750] spent most 
of his ministry in Dundee.)

“And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge” 
(Ephesians 3:19)

Where shall I begin my thoughts upon the 
subject of the love of Christ to men? And 
when begun, how shall I make an end? It 

hath a breadth and length, a depth and height, that 
passeth knowledge. If the apostle Paul, that had the 
brightest discoveries of this love, owned this, much 
more may I. I may sooner find out the height of 
heaven, the breadth of the earth, or the depth of the 
sea, than measure Christ’s love. It is an unfathomable 
ocean that hath neither bank nor bottom. O whither 
did his love carry him! From the height of glory to the 
depth of misery. How low and deep was our fall, that 
nothing could recover and raise us up, but the low 
abasement of the Son of God, the King of glory! How 
low was the step he made to help us up; even to put 
on our nature, and suffer himself to be pierced for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities! Blessed 
Lord, thou tookest not on thee the nature of angels, 
but the seed of Abraham; these are fast bound up from 
thee with chains of darkness, whilst thou drawest us 
to thee with cords of love! How distinguishing was thy 
love to man, that brought thee from heaven to earth, 
from the throne to the manger, from the manger to the 
wilderness, from the wilderness to the garden, from 
the garden to the judgment-hall, from the judgment-
hall to the cross, from the cross to the grave; yea, 
from the glory of heaven to the very torments of hell, 
and all for creatures that were black and ugly as hell! 
How wonderful is the sight thou called me to see at 
the Lord’s table! Even to see him suffering for sin that 
never committed sin! To see him made sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we, who knew no righteousness, 
might be made the righteousness of God in him! An 
amazing sight indeed!

“Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful of him!” O 
what is he that thou shouldst magnify and set thy heart 
on him? And what am I, the worst of men, and vilest of 
sinners, that thou shouldst stoop so low to exalt me! 

That thou shouldst endure the poverty of this world, 
that I might enjoy the riches of heaven! Be content 
to live in the form of a servant, that I might have the 
adoption of sons! Be willing to bow thyself unto death, 
to raise me to eternal life! Content to be numbered 
among transgressors, that I might have a room among 
the blessed! To be crowned with thorns, that I might 
be crowned with glory! To be condemned before men, 
that I might be justified before God! To drink the bitter 
cup of wrath, that I might drink the pure river of life! To 
cry out in sorrow upon the cross, that I might triumph 
with joy upon the throne! To stand before the mouth 
of hell-furnace, to keep its flames from breaking out 
on me! O Lord Jesus, thy love hath overflown all banks, 
and thy compassion knew no bounds! Can I think on 
it, and my heart not burn? Can I speak of it, and not be 
overcome, so as to seek, with Joseph, a secret place to 
weep in!

O love that passeth knowledge! How shall I think of 
it and not stand amazed! That the general should die 
for the soldier, the physician for the patient! That the 
righteous Judge of heaven should come to the bar, put 
himself in the malefactor’s clothes, and be condemned 
for him! That the blessed Son of God should interpose 
his innocent breast to receive the mortal stroke for us! 
That God all-sufficient should be exposed to hunger 
and thirst, to grief and weariness, and the vilest 
reproaches and indignities for worms like us! Behold 
the Creator of the world wounded, mangled, and killed 
by ungrateful creatures whom he came to save! Behold 
his bowels yearning toward them who raked in them 
with their bloody hands! Behold his heart burning with 
affection toward them that cruelly pierced it! Surely 
a believing view of this love of Christ is sufficient to 
mollify a heart more cold and frozen than ice itself! O 
love unfathomable! Who can measure its dimensions! 
It hath a height without a top, a depth without a 
bottom, a breadth without a side, a length without end! 
Astonishing love! that my exalted Lord should stoop 
so low as become a man; nay, a poor man, a man of 
sorrows, a deserted man, a dying man, and also a dead 
man, for such a wretch as me! Nay, more, that he should 
stoop to be made a curse, and undergo a dreadful load 
of wrath upon his innocent soul, infinitely more heavy 
than what is laid upon any damned soul in hell!

DEVOTIONAL

THE LOVE OF CHRIST
John Willison
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Evangelism is the abiding duty of the church on 
earth. We understand this from the words which 
the Lord Jesus Christ addressed to the apostles 

before He ascended to heaven. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15,16) But 
how is the church to fulfil her calling? There is a right 
way and a wrong way.

Biblical Evangelism
The Lord Jesus Christ came into the world as a Shepherd 
seeking His sheep. He declared that He was sent to “the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). He also 
said: “other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:16). How 
do Christ’s sheep, whoever they are and wherever they 
may be, hear His voice? Jesus came preaching the gospel 
(Mark 1:14,38). He ordained the twelve apostles, “that 
he might send them forth to preach” (Mark 3:14). This 
is the core of the church’s evangelism.

The Lord gave to the church “some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11). In the book of 
Acts we read of “Philip the evangelist”, who dwelt in 
Caesarea (Acts 21:8), but Paul later charged Timothy, 
a pastor and teacher, to “do the work of an evangelist”  
(2 Tim. 4:5). The work of evangelism therefore belongs 
to ministers of the gospel today.

Desperate Evangelism
As the church in our own country shrinks in size and 
influence, a panic regarding the future takes over in some 
quarters. The cry goes up, What can we do? Shouldn’t we 
be doing something? It is the cry of fleshly desperation. 
That the cry is fleshly is evident from the fact that the 
response is all too often fleshly. There is plenty of ‘doing’ 
in the churches, but it tends to be man-centred. In their 
frustration at their small numbers, and lack of growth, 
congregations make alterations. The form of worship 
may be changed, giving it a contemporary style, in the 
hope that this will attract people, particularly the young. 
The danger is obvious, or ought to be. If what brings 
people to church is something other than the preaching 
of the gospel, then they are coming for the wrong reason. 
While the changes may bring people to church, they will 
not bring them to Christ.

Arminian Evangelism
What happens when the cry to do is put into action? 
Things such as talks, suppers, crafts, outings, sports 
and concerts appear in the church, taking over from 
things of a purely spiritual kind. Those who approve 
of the changes denounce those who do not, however 
principled the objections of the latter may be. They 
decry the more conservative members of the church 
as ‘old-fashioned’ and ‘out of touch’. The participants 
sing the praises of these new methods, believing them 
to be ‘successful’, because a few more people come in. 
What the proponents of change ignore is that there 
are churches that have done these things for years, 
and they have not enjoyed any spiritual prosperity as a 
result. What certainly happens when reaching the lost 
becomes the be-all and end-all of the church is that 
the glory of God is set aside. Things move more and 
more in an Arminian direction. The gospel message 
is diluted to make it more palatable to man, and the 
sinner is given the impression that the determining 
factor in salvation is his own will. People may profess, 
but in time they fall away, for there has not been a 
saving change.

Reformed Evangelism
What does evangelism in a reformed and truly 
evangelical church look like? To the worldly eye it is not 
as exciting or flesh-pleasing as Arminian evangelism, 
which boasts of numbers, equating them with divine 
blessing. Reformed evangelism has a different outlook 
and involves self-denial – something the modern 
evangelical does not really want. It is helpful to focus 
on three things.

Scriptural basis
We believe that Scripture is a wholly adequate guide 
for the church’s evangelistic work, as for every other 
good work (2 Tim. 3:16,17). Do modern evangelicals 
believe in the sufficiency of Scripture? We also believe 
the promises of God concerning the advance of Christ’s 
kingdom by means of the ministry of the word (Matt. 
13:23; 24:14). These things mean that the Church 
should not panic or resort to worldly means but 
persevere with preaching. If the Bible is sufficient, 
and if its promises are true, then the Church can and 
should engage in evangelism with confidence, without 
resorting to gimmicks and other pragmatic solutions 
to the decline of the church.

DOCTRINE

EVANGELISM: 
TRUE AND FALSE

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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Evangelism: True and False

Specific practice
In the Bible’s account of the life 
of the early church, in addition 
to preaching we find a great 
emphasis upon prayer (Acts 
1:14; 2:42; 2 Thess. 3:1). This 
was not prayer for a particular 
event but a continual practice, 
week after week. There are 
those who turn up for a special 
time of prayer because the 
church has organised a special 
meeting, but will they attend a regular prayer meeting?

In the New Testament the personal witness of the 
Christian has an important place in evangelism. “Philip 
findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found 
him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And 
Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing 
come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come 
and see.” (John 1:45,46). Every believer ought to 
be labouring year in and year out in speaking and 
witnessing to others, as the Lord gives opportunity. We 
can invite neighbours and colleagues to our homes for 
a meal, with the aim of talking to them about the things 
of God.

Confessional consistency
The Westminster Confession of Faith (rarely considered 
in evangelism) has a decided concern for the gospel. 
The following demonstrates the things our forefathers 
considered to belong to the Scriptural method of 
evangelism.

1) The production and distribution of faithful 
translations of Scripture. “But, because these original 
tongues [Hebrew and Greek] are not known to all 
the people of God, who have right unto and interest 
in the scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of 
God, to read and search them, therefore they are to 
be translated into the vulgar language of every nation 
unto which they come, that the word of God dwelling 
plentifully in all, they may worship him in an acceptable 
manner, and, through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures, may have hope.” (WCF 1:8) We read in the 
book of Psalms: “The Lord gave the word: great was 
the company of those that published it.” (Ps. 68:11)

2) The preaching of the word and the administration 
of the sacraments. “Under the gospel [i.e. the New 
Testament], when Christ the substance was exhibited, 
the ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed 
are the preaching of the word, and the administration 
of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper” 
(WCF 7:6). The unchurched are to be invited to come 
and worship God and to listen to the preaching of Christ 
crucified: “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). They may learn of Christ 
too from observing the other covenant ordinances 

which sometimes accompany 
preaching.

3) The work of Christ 
applied to the heart exclusively 
by the Holy Spirit. “To all 
those for whom Christ hath 
purchased redemption, he doth 
certainly and effectually apply 
and communicate the same; 
making intercession for them; 
and revealing unto them, in 
and by the word, the mysteries 

of salvation; effectually persuading them by his Spirit 
to believe and obey” (WCF 8:8). It is here that modern 
Christians fail. There does not appear to be a firm 
belief in the sovereignty of God regarding the salvation 
of sinners. Nor does there appear to be an utter 
dependence upon the blessing of the Holy Spirit. “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.” (Zech. 4:6)

4) The gospel of Christ as the only way of salvation. 
“...much less can men not professing the Christian 
religion be saved in any other way whatsoever, be 
they ever so diligent to frame their lives according to 
the light of nature, and the law of that religion they do 
profess; and to assert and maintain that they may, is 
very pernicious, and to be detested” (WCF 10:4). There 
are evangelicals who confess this truth, yet at the same 
time uphold the right of religions which oppose this 
fundamental doctrine to openly practise and propagate 
their beliefs in countries where the Christian religion 
is established. The apostle Peter proclaimed: “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) If we are not totally loyal to 
Christ and His claims, then the unconverted will see no 
need of seeking Christ for themselves.

5) The necessity of preaching repentance and 
faith in Christ. “Repentance unto life is an evangelical 
grace, the doctrine whereof is to be preached by every 
minister of the gospel, as well as that of faith in Christ.” 
(WCF 15:1) Modern evangelicals will preach faith, 
but they tend to be embarrassed by an emphasis on 
repentance, when these are the two sides of the one 
coin. Obedience to Scripture, God, Christ and the 
Gospel demands that the call to repentance be given.

Alas, when the church tries to accommodate itself 
to the world, it merely confirms to those of the world 
the view that they already have – that the church and 
its message are irrelevant to their lives. Our duty is 
clear. “Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2).

Free Church Witness 7

“If we are not totally 
loyal to Christ and 
His claims, then the 
unconverted will see 
no need of seeking 
Christ for themselves.” 
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

PRAYER BEFORE THE LORD’S SUPPER
Matthew Henry

(Taken from an edition of ‘A Method for Prayer’ published 
in 1819. The original title is: ‘A Prayer for the Use of a 
particular Person, before the receiving of the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper’. When Henry wrote the work he was 
minister of a Presbyterian congregation in Chester.)

M ost holy, and blessed, and gracious Lord God, 
with all humility and reverence, I here present 
myself before thee, to seek thy face and entreat 

thy favour, and, as an evidence of thy good-will towards 
me, to beg that I may experience thy good work in me.

I acknowledge myself unworthy, utterly unworthy of 
the honour; unfit, utterly unfit for the service to which 
I am now called. It is an inestimable privilege, that I am 
permitted so often to hear from thee in thy word, and 
to speak to thee in prayer: and yet, 
as if this had been a small matter, 
I am now invited into communion 
with thee at thy holy table, there 
to celebrate the memorial of my 
Saviour’s death, and to partake 
by faith of the precious benefits, 
which flow from it. I who deserve 
not the crumbs, am called to eat the 
children’s bread.

Blessed Ordinance
O Lord, I thank thee for the 
institution of this blessed 
ordinance, this precious legacy and 
token of love, which the Lord Jesus left to his church, 
that it is preserved to this age; that it is administered in 
this land; that I am admitted to it, and have now before 
me an opportunity to partake of it: Lord, grant that I 
may not receive thy grace herein in vain.

O thou who hast called me to the marriage-supper 
of the Lamb, give me the wedding garment; work in me 
a disposition of soul, and all those pious and devout 
affections which are suited to the solemnities of this 
ordinance, and requisite to qualify me for an acceptable 
and advantageous participation of it. Behold the fire 
and the wood, all things are now ready; but where is 
the lamb, for the burnt-offering? Lord, provide thyself 
a lamb, by working in me all that thou requirest of me 

upon this occasion. The preparation of the heart, and the 
answer of the tongue are both from thee; Lord prepare 
my unprepared heart for communion with thee.

Lord, I confess I have sinned against thee, I have 
done foolishly, very foolishly, for foolishness is bound 
up in my heart, I have sinned, and have come short of 
being glorified with thee. The imagination of my heart 
is evil continually, and the bias of my corrupt nature 
is very strong toward the world, and the flesh, and the 
gratifications of sense; but towards God, and Christ, 
and heaven, I move slowly, and with a great many stops 
and pauses. Nay, there is in my carnal mind a wretched 
aversion to divine and spiritual things. I have mis-spent 
my time, trifled away my opportunities, have followed 
after lying vanities, and forsaken my own mercies. God 

be merciful to me a sinner! for how 
little have I done, since I came into 
the world, of the great work that I 
was sent into the world about?

Covenant of Grace
Thou hast taken me into covenant 
with thee, for I am a baptized 
Christian, set apart for thee, and 
sealed to be thine; thou hast laid 
me, and I also have laid myself 
under all possible obligations to 
love thee, and serve thee, and live to 
thee. But I have started aside from 
thee like a deceitful bow, I have not 

made good my covenant with thee, nor hath the temper 
of my mind, and the tenor of my conversation been 
agreeable to that holy religion which I make profession 
of, to my expectations from thee, and engagements to 
thee. I am bent to backslide from the living God; and if I 
were under the law I were undone; but I am under grace, 
a covenant of grace which leaves room for repentance, 
and promiseth pardon upon repentance, which invites 
even backsliding children to return, and promises that 
their backslidings shall be healed.

Lord, I take hold of this covenant, seal it to me at thy 
table. There let me find my heart truly humbled for sin, 
and sorrowing for it after a godly sort: O that I may there 
look on him whom I have pierced, and mourn, and be 

“I acknowledge 
myself unworthy, 
utterly unworthy of 
the honour; unfit, 
utterly unfit for the 
service to which I 
am now called.”
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Q. 96. What is the Lord’s supper?
A. The Lord’s supper is a sacrament, wherein, by giving and receiving bread and wine, according 
to Christ’s appointment, his death is shewed forth; and the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal 
and carnal manner, but by faith, made partakers of his body and blood, with all his benefits, to their 
spiritual nourishment, and growth in grace.

Q. 97. What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord’s supper?
A. It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord’s supper, that they examine themselves 
of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their repentance, love, 
and new obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves.

(The Shorter Catechism)

Prayer before the Lord’s Supper

9Free Church Witness

in bitterness for him; that there I may sow in tears, and 
receive a broken Christ into a broken heart: and there 
let the blood of Christ, which speaks better things than 
that of Abel, be sprinkled upon my conscience, to purify 
and pacify that. There let me be assured that thou art 
reconciled to me, that my iniquities are pardoned, and 
that I shall not come into condemnation. There say unto 
me, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.

And that I may not come unworthily to this blessed 
ordinance, I beseech thee lead me into a more intimate 
and experimental acquaintance with Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified; with Jesus Christ and him glorified; that 
knowing him, and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, and being by his grace 
planted in the likeness of both, I may both discern the 
Lord’s body, and shew forth the Lord’s death.

Lively Faith
Lord, I desire by a true and lively faith to close with 
Jesus Christ, and consent to him as my Lord, and my 
God; I here give up myself to him as my Prophet, Priest, 
and King, to be ruled, and taught, and saved by him; this 
is my beloved, and this is my friend. None but Christ, 
none but Christ. Lord, increase this faith in me, perfect 
what is lacking in it; and enable me, in receiving the 
bread and wine at thy table, by a lively faith to receive 
Christ Jesus the Lord. O let the great gospel doctrine 
of Christ’s dying to save sinners, which is represented 
in that ordinance, be meat and drink to my soul, meat 
indeed, and drink indeed. Let it be both nourishing and 
refreshing to me, let it be both my strength and my song, 
and be the spring both of my holiness and my comfort. 
And let such deep impressions be made upon my soul, 
by actual commemoration of it, as may abide always 
upon me, and have a powerful influence upon me in in 
whole conversation, that the life I now live in the flesh, 
I may live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.

Lord, I beseech thee fix my thoughts; let my heart be 
engaged to approach unto thee, that I may attend upon 
thee without distraction. Draw out my desires towards 
thee: give me to hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
that I may be filled; and to draw near to thee with a true 
heart, and in full assurance of faith; and since I am not 
straitened in thee, O let me not be straitened in my own 
bosom.

Spiritual Communion
Draw me, Lord, and I will run after thee: O send out thy 
light and thy truth, let them lead and guide me; pour 
thy Spirit upon me, put thy Spirit within me, to work in 
me both to will and to do that which is good, and leave 
me not to myself. Awake, O north wind, and come thou 
south, and blow upon my garden; come, O blessed Spirit 
of grace, and enlighten my mind with the knowledge 
of Christ, bow my will to the will of Christ, fill my heart 
with the love of Christ, and confirm my resolutions to 
live and die with him.

Work in me (I pray thee) a principle of holy love and 
charity towards all men, that I may forgive my enemies 
(which by grace I heartily do) and may keep up a spiritual 
communion in faith, hope, and holy love, with all that in 
every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Lord, bless them all, and particularly that congregation 
with which I am to join in this solemn ordinance. Good 
Lord, pardon every one that engageth his heart to seek 
God, the Lord God of their fathers, though not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary. Hear my 
prayers, and heal the people.

Lord, meet me with a blessing, a Father’s blessing at 
thy table; grace thine own institution with thy presence; 
and fulfil in me all the good pleasure of thy goodness, 
and the work of faith with power, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ my blessed Saviour and Redeemer. To him, with 
the Father, and the eternal Spirit, be everlasting praises. 
Amen.
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE TONGUE

(Taken from ‘Christian Philosophy: or, Material for 
Thought’, which was published in London in 1845. The 
author is not known.)

O f the various distinctions which elevate man 
above the irrational creatures, none is more 
important and striking than the gift of speech. 

Doubtless other creatures have signs of recognition, 
and may express sounds indicative of their desires; but 
it is reserved for man alone to be adorned and blessed 
with the faculty of speech. And to mental dignity, and 
social enjoyment, and moral influence, how much is 
dependent on the tongue. It becomes the conveyancer 
of thought, the distributor of ideas, and the telegraph 
of emotions.

By this, intellectual communion becomes palpable, 
and kindredness of heart embodied. It is alike the 
servant of joy or sorrow, delight 
or hatred, of blessing or cursing. It 
is often as the helm to the vessel, 
and requires equal skill and self-
possession for its wise and proper 
government. In the tongue is the 
power of life and death; to rule it 
is the perfection of moral science, 
and to aim at this should be the 
great concern of all who would 
fear God, or be useful to their 
fellow men.

The tongue often offends against reason and wisdom, 
by frivolity and foolishness; against propriety and self-
respect, by the uttering of silliness and jesting; against 
the conscience, by insincerity; against men by falsehood; 
and against God by irreverence and profanity. The soft 
tongue flatters, the obscene tongue poisons, the bitter 
tongue curses, but the pious tongue blesses.

The tongue should be under the law of prudence, 
and under the influence of goodness. The tongue 
should bless God the Father of mercies, address him 
in the strains of devotion, and be sanctified to men 
by the seasoning of grace, that edification may be 
ministered to him that heareth. The tongue often errs 
by the thoughtlessness of its motions, the volubility of 
its exercise, and the want of discretion in its themes.

By the tongue, knowledge and instruction are 
imparted to the ignorant, counsel to the perplexed, 
reproof to the hardened, warning to the reckless, 
comfort to the mourner, and solace to the distressed. 
The tongue as well as the heart and life is accountable 
to God; and every foolish and wicked word will be 
brought into remembrance at the last day.

A silent tongue is often a twofold blessing; to him 
who hath it, and to those who move in the sphere of its 
influence. The tongue must be placed under salutary 
discipline, and under holy restraint, and then to him 
who hath it, it will be a tree of life.

But let not thy tongue be silent when conscience 
and religion demand its service; let it not be muffled 
by sullenness, or bridled by arrogance, or rendered 
indifferent or apathetic by indolence. Employ it in the 
cause of reason, humanity, liberty, charity, or religion. 

Let it not be paralyzed by the fear 
of man, or bribed by an earthly 
reward. When God demands it, 
speak to his praise; when religion 
needs it, employ it for its honour; 
when conscience appeals to it, 
speak for its quiet and consolation.

Speak to thyself in self-
communion, to thy fellow 
creatures in goodness and 
wisdom, and to thy God in adoring 

wonder, gratitude, and praise. So shall thy tongue be 
consecrated by holy oil; thy character exalted by its 
employment: a memorial of wisdom shalt thou leave 
behind when its utterances shall be stilled by death, 
and circumscribed by the undisturbed silence of the 
tomb.

To those who are indifferent to this theme, let the 
admonitions of the inspired apostle be remembered. 
“If any man among you seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion is vain.” (James 1:26) “Who is a wise 
man, and endued with knowledge, among you? let 
him show out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom.” (3:13) For, “if any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body” (3:2).

“The tongue should 
be under the law 
of prudence, and 
under the influence 
of goodness.”
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(The final part of this article. The first part stressed the 
need to ask God for His help and guidance when leaving 
school and to honour God in the choices we make.)

3. Find a church before deciding on a course or job

If you are expecting to leave home, and different 
universities or colleges offer the course you want, 
then wait! Too many students have first chosen a 

place of study, and then looked for a suitable church. 
That is dishonouring to the Lord; it places your earthly 
education ahead of your spiritual education. If there 
is no suitable congregation where you are thinking of 
moving to, then do not go there. It is as simple as that. Do 
not play fast and loose with your soul. Immense damage 
will be done by neglecting solid biblical worship and 
fellowship.

In the first instance you ought to attend a local FC(C) 
congregation, if at all possible. In this way you will enjoy 
worship and preaching based on the same principles 
and truths you have grown up with. When so much else 
is changing in your life it is not good to cut yourself adrift 
from your spiritual birthright and heritage. Nothing is 
less becoming for young people than when they find it 
easy to abandon their own denomination.

Of course, some courses or employment 
opportunities may find you out of reach of one of our 
congregations. In that case your best option is to ask 
your own minister to recommend a congregation in 
the locality where you are going. They will be only too 
happy to give you sound advice. Alternatively you could 
go to the ‘Links’ section of our denominational website 
and look at ‘Presbyterian and Reformed Churches’.

You will be used to your own minister’s preaching, 
his evident concern for your soul and his passionate 
appeals to your heart, beseeching you in Christ’s stead 
to be reconciled to God. Wherever you might move, 
these are features worth finding. It may be difficult 
to assess doctrine after only a few services in a new 
congregation, but generally it will be evident whether 
the minister and people have a sincere concern for your 
soul. True under-shepherds are like their Master: they 
love the sheep.

So, you have now settled on a new course of study 
or work, having committed the matter to the Lord and 
known his guidance. You have found a solid biblical 
congregation to be part of, and a ministry to be under. 
What final advice should I give you?

4. Be aware of particular temptations
New stages in life are commonly accompanied by 
new traps set by Satan. We are not to be ignorant of 
his devices. Let’s take the case of someone who has 
remained in their own locality, possibly in their family 
home, and in their own congregation. What dangers 
might arise?

The first danger is discontentment. If your friends 
have moved away there is the temptation to resent 
God and his providence in leaving you at home. But 
when God keeps us in a place it is always for a reason. 
Remember the healing of the man possessed by many 
devils (Mark 5:1-20). He wanted to go with Jesus, but 
the Lord had work for him to do at home.

Another danger is stagnation. It is easy to allow 
habit to take the place of earnestness, and familiarity 
to drive out spiritual desire. Wherever we are, as Bible-
believers we ought always to strive after spiritual 
progress. See Luke 13:24 and 2 Timothy 2:5.

Then let’s consider those who move away from 
home. A spiritual anchor is essential. All too often, 
when young people depart from home and the good 
example of their parents, their own profession of faith 
is left behind too. With the protection of the home 
lifted, many have simply been overwhelmed with 
the allure of the world. Drinking, sexual immorality, 
Sabbath-breaking, swearing and other norms of 
today’s culture can wreak havoc for the young person 
leaving a Christian environment.

The best protection I can recommend is a new heart 
– one that is daily fed with grace by private prayer 
and Bible-reading. Seek out Christian friends. Make 
sure your church attendance is rock-solid, including 
mid-week meetings as well as Lord’s Day services. 
Settle into your new life in such a way that your new 
congregation and friends would notice if anything was 
wrong.

Finally, prepare. It is easy to be caught unawares. It 
may be someone inviting you to the pub on a Sunday 
afternoon. You need to have thought out what you will 
say beforehand. Once it is known that you go to church 
and take the Bible seriously, you need to be able to 
respond when you are asked about your beliefs. Expect 
questions on evolution and creation, and on marriage 
and sexuality. And be prepared for the “new morality” 
which supports all expressions of love, no matter how 
deviant they are, and tolerates all religions, no matter 
how unbiblical they may be.

And pray. You need spiritual strength to give a 
reason for the hope that is in you. Do not rest on your 
own ability but plead for grace, so that you “may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand” (Eph. 6:13).

WHAT NEXT FOR 
YOUNG ADULTS? (2)
Rev. Greg MacDonald
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All-Age Holiday  (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

Atotal of 39 persons, plus two day visitors, 
attended the 2018 Free Church (Continuing) 
All-Age Holiday held in Windmill Christian 

Centre, Arbroath, recently.
The aim of the holiday is for young and old to gather 

together for a time of relaxed fellowship in a safe 
Christian environment. Each day began with a prayer 
meeting for the early birds, then a leisurely breakfast, 
followed by morning worship. All were then free either 
to stay around the Centre and enjoy the facilities or 
explore sights and places of interest further afield.

This year six persons attended for the first time and 
one of them came from outside the denomination.

Taking advantage of the pleasant weather on 
the Lord’s Day afternoon, several went to Arbroath 
Harbour and took part in a time of open-air preaching 
and gospel tract distribution.

On Wednesday a picnic was held in Camperdown 
Country Park, Dundee. After lunch the children and 
not-so-young played rounders.

The speaker, Rev. John W. Keddie, chose to speak on 
the ‘Seven Sayings of Christ on the Cross’ and delivered 
seven addresses during the holiday. Mr Keddie is a 
retired Free Church (Continuing) minister who is 

currently Principal of the Free Church (Continuing) 
Seminary, Inverness, and lecturer in Church History 
& Church Principles. All found the addresses thought-
provoking, challenging, practical and well-presented. 
The addresses were recorded and they can be found 
on www.sermon.audio on the Partick FC(C) page.

This year Mrs Ruth Keddie and her husband 
David organised a children’s programme, and Murdo 
MacDonald, Aultbea, organised a sports competition 
for boys, girls and adults.

After the address on Friday evening there followed 
the prize-giving and presentations. The children 
recited some memory verses and sang some of the 
psalms learnt. Those who were successful in the sports 
received a medal.

Thanks are due to the speaker for bringing God’s 
word to those gathered, to the Keddies and Murdo 
MacDonald for their contribution to the holiday, and 
to the cooks (Isobel McQueer, Dores, Debbie Allan and 
Sohana McKenzie, both Partick), for the delicious and 
varied cuisine. Also, we are grateful to our precentors 
(Don MacLeod, Point, Bruce McKenzie, Partick, and 
David Keddie, Shettleston), for their ministry. And 
thanks finally to all who came and helped to make the 
holiday a memorable and enjoyable occasion.

CHURCH NEWS

Worship during the All-Age Holiday

September 201812
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Church News

Much to the disappointment of the holidaymakers, 
it is not expected the holiday will be held next year, but 
it may return to Arbroath in 2020 if there is sufficient 
interest.

New Seminary Session (Rev. John W. Keddie)

The Opening of the 2018-19 Session of the Free 
Church Seminary is due on Tuesday, 11th 
September. The opening service will take place 

at Westhill Church, Culloden Road, Westhill, Inverness, 
IV2 5BP, beginning at 7.30pm (D.V.). The address will 
be given by Rev. James Clark on the subject, ‘The Lord 
Jesus Christ as a Preacher’. As usual the meeting is 
open to the public and support is encouraged.

2018 Free Church Seminary Journal 
(Rev. John W. Keddie)

The 2018 Journal of the Seminary of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) is now available. 
This is the fourth annual Journal of the Seminary, 

which is based in the Westhill building, Inverness. The 
lecturers have produced articles on a variety of topics 
relating to biblical theology, practical theology, church 
history and biblical language. In this volume, a piece 
has also been included from 19th century Free Church 
Professor, George Smeaton (1814-1889).

The contents are as follows:
• The Mediation of Christ – (4) Atonement / 
 Rev. John Morrison
• The Person of Christ / Rev. William Macleod
• The Minister’s Self-Watch / Rev. Harry Woods
• The Immanence and Transcendence of God / 
 Rev. James Clark
• The Reformation – a Work of the Holy Spirit / 
 Rev. John Keddie
• Hebrew Language / Rev. James Gracie
• A Faithful Minister of Christ / George Smeaton

Printed by Lulu, the Journal is available on the Lulu 
website (www.lulu.com), and on Amazon, etc. It is a 
paperback volume of 130 pages and will cost £6.00 (plus 
postage) from internet websites, or from the Editor:

Rev. John W. Keddie, 19 Newton Park, Kirkhill, 
Inverness-shire, IV5 7QB (Tel: 01463 831896)

Book Sale (Rev. Raymond Kemp)

The Publications Committee has taken the 
decision that apart from the denomination’s 
own publications it will no longer be involved 

in the sale of books, and this was noted by the General 
Assembly in May.  In June ministers, interim moderators 
and congregational correspondents were circulated with 
a list of Christian publications which were being made 
available for sale to congregations at a cost 50% below 
the recommended retail price. The titles, which include 
a number of booklets in addition to both paperback and 
hardback books, were from the Banner of Truth Trust, 

Christian Focus Publications and the Trinitarian Bible 
Society.

The sale was successful and a list of the remaining 
stock will be circulated in September, with a view to 
the books being available for collection at the meetings 
of the Church committees which are due to take place 
in the Westhill building, Inverness, on Tuesday 2nd 
October (D.V.).

If you are interested in purchasing edifying 
Christian literature at a very good price, then please 
ask your minister, interim moderator or congregational 
correspondent for a copy of the list. Sale will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis, and details for payment 
and ordering will appear with the list.

Playing the Religion Card in Comoros 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

The population of Comoros – a union of three 
islands on the northern edge of the Mozambique 
Channel – is 98 percent Sunni Muslim and less 

than one percent Christian. Determined to retain 
power, President Azali Assoumani held a referendum 
in which Comoros voted to end the rotating presidency, 
meaning he can contest the next election. To undermine 
his main rival, Ahmed Abdallah Sambi, Azali also had 
Sunni Islam enshrined in the constitution as the state 
religion. He did this because Sambi, though a Sunni, 
maintains close ties with Shi’ite Iran. Azali has thus 
paved the way to wield Sunni religious intolerance for 
his political gain. Christians in Comoros are anxious, 
aware that escalating Sunni intolerance will threaten 
both Shi’ites and Christians. Please pray for the Church 
in Comoros.

Quote

“Remember that it is not hasty reading, but 
serious meditating upon holy and heavenly 
truths, that makes them prove sweet and 

profitable to the soul. It is not the bee’s touching the 
flower that gathers honey, but her abiding for a time 
upon it that draws out the sweet: therefore it is not 
he that reads most, nor he that talks most, but he 
that meditates most, that will prove the choicest and 
strongest Christian. If thou knowest these things, 
happy and blessed art thou if thou doest them.”
Thomas Brooks

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
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COMMENT
‘ISLAMOPHOBIA’

Do Christians hate Muslims?

It is now common for anyone who voices a 
criticism, however mild, of the religion of Islam, 
to be severely criticised themselves, and perhaps 

censured in some way. Private individuals may find 
their promotion prospects affected, or be in danger 
of losing their employment altogether, while public 
figures may be vilified and ostracised. A climate of fear 
has been created, with the result that many people 
choose to stay quiet, rather than give expression to the 
genuine concerns they have regarding Islam.

It is routine also for those who criticise Islam to 
be declared guilty of ‘Islamophobia’. This is wrong for 
several reasons. The main problem is the meaning 
of the word. We are unaware of how the term 
‘Islamophobia’ originated, but logically it ought to 
mean a fear of Islam. Phobias are irrational fears, but it 
is perfectly sensible for people in our own land to have 
an anxiety about Islam, or even a dread of it. Many 
can see that Islam is not just another religion but an 
ideology which imposes itself on countries where it 
can, dominating their culture. Most do not approve of 
Islamic practices and are only too aware of the effects 
the teachings of some Islamic clerics can have upon 
those who are under their influence.

However, in the minds of those who are quick to 
use the term, ‘Islamophobia’ somehow means, not 
a fear of Islam, but a hatred of Muslims. They appear 
to be willingly ignorant of the difference between the 
two. They automatically assume that if someone is 
opposed to a religion then they must necessarily have 
an animosity towards the followers of that religion. 
In particular, they cannot comprehend the Christian 
position, which is that we hate every ideology opposed 
to Jesus Christ, who alone is Lord, yet for His sake we 
love those who are slaves to those ideologies, and seek 
to win them to the Saviour (Ps. 119:128; Matt. 5:43-
45).

The charge of ‘Islamophobia’ is being employed as a 
device to shut down any rational discussion about the 
religion of Islam, and to silence those who believe and 
preach the gospel of Christ, in which God’s mercy to 
sinners is revealed. That is a tragedy, and these moves 
must not be allowed to succeed. It is not hatred of 
Muslims that motivates us to tell the truth about Islam, 
but a love for men’s souls, and a desire that all would 
come to know the grace whereby the Son of God makes 
men “free indeed” (John 8:36).

.

THE DEATH PENALTY

Rome changes its position

Pope Francis has approved a revision to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, which now 
declares that “the death penalty is inadmissible 

because it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity 
of the person”. Three arguments are used to support 
this change: (i) there is an increasing awareness 
that the dignity of the person is not lost even after 
the commission of very serious crimes; (ii) a new 
understanding has emerged of the significance of 
penal sanctions imposed by the state; (iii) more 
effective systems of detention have been developed, 
which ensure the due protection of citizens but, at the 
same time, do not definitively deprive the guilty of the 
possibility of redemption.

It is plain that God commands the death penalty for 
the crime of murder. The Lord said to Noah after the 
Flood: “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man” 
(Gen. 9:6). The death penalty for murder predates 
God’s covenant with Israel, and so is not among the 
Old Testament judicial laws, which have expired. The 
New Testament says of the civil power: “he beareth 
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil” 
(Rom. 13:4) Man has no authority to revoke a divine 
command.

To suggest that capital punishment ought to be 
withheld from a murderer because of the “dignity” of 
his person is strange. This dignity, that man is God’s 
image-bearer, is the very reason the Lord gave why 
the murderer should die! Murder is such a heinous 
crime because it sends a human being suddenly into 
eternity, where the state of the soul is fixed forever. 
Prison certainly protects the public from murderers, 
but the point about the capital sentence is that it is 
the only just sentence for the crime. Paul knew that. 
Standing before Festus he said: “if I be an offender, or 
have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not 
to die” (Acts 25:11). A convicted murderer will not be 
executed immediately. In his solemn position, he has 
time to reflect and seek God’s forgiveness for his sins 
before he leaves this world.

Daniel prophesied of a king who would “speak 
great words against the most High...and think to 
change times and laws” (Dan. 7:25). This is a sign of 
the Antichrist, and we see it fulfilled in the papacy. God 
is our Judge, Lawgiver and King (Isa. 33:22).
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THE FIVE ARTICLES OF PERTH

(This year marks the 400th anniversary of the adoption 
of the Five Articles of Perth, a direct assault on the liberty 
and worship of the Church of Scotland by the King. 
The article below is from a publication of the Scottish 
Reformation Society, and is reprinted with permission.)

Introduction

The Reformation in Scotland involved reforming 
things that had been brought into the worship 
of the Church without any biblical authority. 

As John Knox put it: “All worshipping, honouring, or 
service invented by the brain of man in the religion 
of God, without his own express commandment is 
idolatry”.

This is a key biblical principle that we need to 
recover today. Many people think that it does not 
matter what we do in God’s worship as long as God has 
not forbidden it in his Word. But God has given clear 
commandments in the Bible governing all that we do 
when we worship Him. He also says that we are not to 
add to these commandments or take away from them 
(Deut. 12:28-32; Matt. 28:20).

The issue is not what pleases us, but what pleases 
God. Indeed, He is pleased only with the worship that 
He commands. Whatever He has not commanded 
is forbidden. As the Book of Common Order stated: 
“whatsoever is added to this Word by man’s device, 
seem it never so good, holy or beautiful, yet before our 
God, who is jealous and cannot admit any companion 
or counsellor, it is evil, wicked and abominable”.

The Five Articles of Perth
James VI of Scotland (James I in England) sought to force 
the Church of Scotland to change its worship to suit 
his wishes. He imposed bishops which would make it 
easier to control the Church. In 1618, James used these 
bishops to force through changes that overturned the 
worship established at the Reformation.

Five Articles were agreed by the 1618 General 
Assembly in Perth. As those Articles occasioned 
much disorder in the Church, and led to very serious 
consequences, we may here enumerate them, with a 
few remarks to explain the opposition made to them 
by the Church of Scotland. They were as follows:

1. Kneeling at the Lord’s Supper;
2. The observance of certain holidays, viz., 

Christmas, 
     Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost;
3. Episcopal confirmation;
4. Private baptism;
5. Private communion.
These Articles may appear to some too insignificant 

to require or to justify the resistance which was made 
to them by the faithful portion of the Church. But the 
slightest innovations are important in religion, and 
in some of these Articles, as might have been shown 
had space permitted, the most sacred doctrines of 
Christianity were involved.

Opposition to the Articles
The first Article, viz. that of Kneeling at the Communion, 
was particularly obnoxious, from its tendency to 
countenance the Popish doctrine of the adoration of the 

CHURCH HISTORY

St John's Kirk, Perth, where the Five Articles were signed
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The Five Articles of Perth

host. Although this ceremony is retained by the English 
Church as expressive of veneration rather than worship, 
the Scottish ministers were justly apprehensive that 
the adoration, addressed at first to an invisible Being, 
might soon he transferred to the intermediate object 
presented to the votary, and again degenerate into an 
idolatrous worship of the elements. They maintained, 
besides, that their practice of sitting at a communion-
table, at which the guests handed the bread and wine 
to each other in token of their fellowship, was much 
more agreeable to the example of the first Supper, than 
receiving the elements individually from the hands of 
a priest, while kneeling at an altar.

Against the Holidays they objected, that the nativity 
of Christ was of an uncertain date; that the institution 
of Christmas was an imitation of the idolatrous 
Saturnalia of the Romans, to coincide with which it 
was changed by the Roman Church to the 25th of 
December; that Easter and Pentecost were revivals of 
the ceremonial law of the Jews; that the anniversary 
of the birth, crucifixion, or resurrection of Christ, was 
no more commemorated by these events, than the 
form of the manger in which he was born, of the cross 
on which he suffered, or of the sepulchre in which he 
was buried; that they tended, wherever introduced, 
to diminish respect for the only day which Christ had 
made holy, viz., the Christian Sabbath, and those who 
kept them, came under the charge of observing days 
and months, and years, a practice distinctly condemned 
in Scripture.

The third Article respecting Confirmation was 
condemned chiefly from having no foundation in 
Scripture, and because it implied a confirmation 
of baptism, as if this ordinance administered by 
presbyters were not complete without the imposition 
of hands by a bishop.

The fourth and fifth Articles, viz., the Private 
Ministration of the Two Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, our fathers considered as inconsistent 
with the nature and design of these institutions, both 
of which are Church ordinances, and therefore ought 
to be administered when the Church is assembled, and 
as leading to superstitious notions of the virtue of the 
mere outward signs. Though important ordinances, 
they denied them to be essential to salvation; and 
to insist on either Baptism or the Lord’s Supper to 
be administered privately, seemed to them not only 
inconsistent with Scripture, but a renewal of those 
Popish doctrines, against which their humanity and 
their reason equally revolted – that unbaptized infants 
are excluded from bliss, and the host on death-bed is 
essential to salvation.

These were far-reaching changes designed to 
move the Church away from its foundations. They 
were also planned carefully so as to pave the way for 
further changes. Opposition was ruthlessly punished. 
Faithful ministers such as David Calderwood went into 

prison and exile. Ordinary Christians who resisted also 
suffered.

Enforcing the Articles
The bishops had now everything in their favour. 
They had procured the sanction of what they called 
a General Assembly; and the Parliament had ratified 
their articles, which were now become the law of the 
land.

All that now remained was that the law should 
be obeyed. But this was not so easily accomplished. 
Christmas day 1618 arrived, the churches of Edinburgh 
were opened, and some of the time-serving ministers, 
in obedience to instructions from the king, observed 
the festival.

But, notwithstanding all the exertions made by 
the bishops and magistrates, few or none could be 
prevailed upon to attend; the people flocked out of 
town, or went about their ordinary affairs; the kirks 
were almost deserted, and in some of them the dogs 
were playing in the middle of the floor.

In some churches, we are told, they went out and 
left the minister alone; in others, the simpler sort, 
when the minister would have them kneel, cried 
out, “The danger, if any be, light upon your own soul, 
and not upon ours!” The elders and deacons refused 
to officiate, and the ministers were reduced to a sad 
dilemma. Many were the altercations that ensued 
between them, and in these the ministers appear to 
have come off the worst.

Conclusion
There are many today who still want to shape 
the worship of Christ’s Church according to their 
preferences. The issues at stake in relation to the 
Articles of Perth were those faced by the later 
Covenanters. The primary question is whether Christ’s 
authority is alone acknowledged in governing His 
Church.

In the Second Book of Discipline, 1578, it is 
maintained that Church authority “flows immediately 
from God and the Mediator Christ Jesus, and is spiritual, 
not having a temporal head in earth but only Christ, 
the only spiritual king and governor of His kirk” (1.10).

Note the conclusion drawn from this: “Therefore 
this power and policy of the kirk should lean upon 
the word of God immediately as the only ground 
thereof, and should be taken from the pure fountains 
of the Scriptures, hearing the voice of Christ, the only 
spiritual king, and being ruled by His laws”.
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bent on rescuing God from a bad reputation. The 
traditional God is considered to be vindictive and 
cruel. Substitutionary atonement is considered 
as ‘cosmic child abuse...’ ” (p.28). Indeed, “Many 
confessing Christians sit under the ministry of such 
men without discernment” (p.27).

But what is the remedy? It is: (1) The Recovery 
of True Preaching; (2) The re-introduction of 
catechising; (3) The restoration of Church discipline. 
As Mr Murray quite rightly notes elsewhere when 
speaking about the Established Church: “There has 
been no trial for heresy in the Church of Scotland 
for over a hundred years, yet many of her ministers 
continue to deny some of the most cardinal doctrines 
of the faith...” (p.27). We are not to tolerate the new 
doctrine of toleration.

In Chapter 7, for example, we are given an outline 
of a key Church Principle – The Headship of Christ – 
couched in the doctrine of the Church, and which is 
one of the best, concise expositions to be found on 
the subject (pp.53-58). “He is the organic Head. The 
Church owes its life to Christ and is sustained by His 
life. The relationship is likened to that of the vine 
and the branches. The Church is dependent on the 
life of Christ flowing to each member.” (p.56)

Mr Murray speaks throughout about things 
we must do to halt church declension because his 
purpose is to highlight the ecclesiastical ease in 
pulpit and pew born from a lazy, careless and liberal 
attitude. Of course, he agrees that the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit is needed to revive a true spirituality, 
for only then will reformation and awakening be 
used by God in the transformation of church and 
nation.

A future edition of the book could deal with the 
contribution made in Scotland by the Free Church 
and Free Presbyterian Church both in the provision 
of the ‘means of grace’ and literary output before 
the formation of the Trust and the ministry of Lloyd-
Jones.

Despite good layout and print, regrettably the 
binding is deficient. The book is recommended.
Rev. Raymond A. Kemp

McCheyne’s Dundee
Bruce McLennan, Reformation Heritage Books, 
pbk, 183pp, £12.00

The dull-sounding title of this little volume 
should not put off the reader; this is a fresh 
and heart-warming account of the dramatic 

revival that occurred in Dundee in 1839, during the 
ministry of Robert Murray McCheyne at St Peter’s 
Church. McLennan has studied numerous primary 
sources, and quotes diaries, notebooks and letters, 
as well as more formal municipal and ecclesiastical 
records to tell this moving story again.

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Problems Confronting the Church Today: Marks 
of a Declining Church and the Remedy Prescribed
John J Murray, Scottish Reformation Society, 
pbk, 73pp, £4.00 inc. p&p

This small 
work is 
important, 

not least because 
it is refreshingly 
honest. It is 
needed because 
today’s situation 
is fearfully 
serious.

A minister for 
forty years and 
involved in the 
Banner of Truth 
Trust since the 
early 1960s, John 
J. Murray laments 
the failed 
expectation to 
realise a national reformed movement with the 
dawn of the Trust and the ministry of Dr Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones.

After a moving chapter on the ‘Church under 
God’s judgment’, Mr Murray lists the reasons 
why today’s Church is declining: toleration of 
false doctrine and lack of discipline; widespread 
ignorance; rampant antinomianism (rejection of 
God’s law) and disregard for the Lord’s Day; changes 
in worship and an absence of the Holy Spirit; not 
engaging in warfare; lack of order and government; 
low state of the ministry; neglect of church history 
and forgetting of God’s past mercies.

We are led through Scripture and church 
history throughout, and in a thorough analysis 
of each cause there comes a suggested cure. In 
chronicling the present widespread ignorance, 
Mr Murray quite rightly sees the lack of societal 
reverence for God emanating from a sidelining of 
the Bible and of catechising. This in turn fuels the 
unhealthy toleration now pervading the church – 
false teachers are not rebuked, even in evangelical 
denominations. “Some Church leaders today seem 

BOOK
REVIEWS
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theological orthodoxy in the colleges of the Free 
Church.

I would commend this book to all with an interest 
in church history, especially of revival. However, 
I would urge that this volume should not be a 
substitute for Bonar’s own account of the revival in 
his incomparable Memoir and Remains of Rev. Robert 
Murray McCheyne, one of the great classic works of 
Scottish Christian literature.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

The Rock of our Salvation
Lachlan MacKenzie, Reformation Press, 
pbk, 128pp, £6.90

This book 
contains a 
collection 

of four sermons 
preached by 
Rev. Lachlan 
MacKenzie of 
Lochcarron. They 
were the first 
of his sermons 
to be published. 
Mr Lachlan, 
as he was 
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y 
and reverentially 
known by his 
people, became 
minister of 
Lochcarron in 
1782, and exercised a godly and edifying ministry 
throughout the parish of Lochcarron and further 
afield. “Every Lord’s Day the church was crowded 
with people eager to hear his powerful preaching.” 
Lochcarron had at one time been in a state of deep 
spiritual darkness until the Lord sent a revival of 
religion early in the 18th century.

Readers will enjoy reading the sermons, which 
may stimulate the desire to read more of them. 
When preaching the sermon ‘The Great and 
Precious Promises’, MacKenzie reminds his hearers 
to seek grace against the strong corruptions of their 
own hearts. He says, “People that must be among 
the sick often take something to prevent infection. 
Now, grace is what makes our souls strong against 
the infection of sin.” (p.78). Excellent advice for all 
Christians!

To read one sermon a day over a period of four 
days would be a profitable experience. Also in the 
book is a memoir of the preacher and some words 
on Heaven by Mr MacKenzie occasioned by the death 
of a near friend.
Rev. Andrew R. Allan

Book Reviews

M c C h e y n e 
himself, the 
most zealous of 
ministers, was 
actually away 
from Dundee 
when the revival 
c o m m e n c e d , 
u n d e r t a k i n g 
his mission 
of inquiry to 
the Holy Land, 
while William 
Chalmers Burns 
supplied his 
pulpit. McCheyne 
returned to his 
c o n g r e g a t i o n 
to find the 
people gripped 
by profound concern of soul. Many gave evidence 
of conversion, and the multiplication of prayer 
meetings in the city demonstrated the new fervency 
in spiritual life amongst evangelical believers.

McLennan sets this story in the context of the 
rapid urban development of Dundee, with its 
extremes of poverty, squalor and infant mortality, 
and in the ecclesiastical context of the developing 
Ten Years’ Conflict that would culminate, after 
McCheyne’s early death, in the Disruption of 
1843. He explores different aspects of the revival, 
including McCheyne’s subsequent defence of the 
reality of what had occurred in the face of Moderate 
opposition.

The account given is arguably a little uncritical 
with regard to some aspects of the revival. While a 
genuine work of God unquestionably occurred, some 
discerning observers were concerned at the number 
of alleged converts in this revival who later returned 
to the world. McLennan does not quote the critical 
words of John Kennedy of Dingwall with regards to 
Burns’s handling of revival converts (Evangelism: 
A Reformed Debate, pp.112-13), which deserve 
consideration.

Interestingly, McCheyne himself retained his 
critical faculties. For example, at the April 1842 
communion, of thirty-six applicants, twenty-four 
members were admitted to the roll of St Peter’s, 
figures that indicated charitable but cautious 
handling of young converts making profession of 
their faith.

It should also be noted that McCheyne’s 
successor Islay Burns, brother of William, was not 
in fact nearly so like-minded with his predecessor 
as McLennan suggests, and indeed his appointment 
as a professor of divinity in the 1860s was opposed 
by conservatives as a step in the downgrade of 
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
September     October         November
2     Portree     7     Ayr, Snizort        4     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, 
9     Columbia, Duthil-Dores,    14  Cross, St Louis               Kilmorack & Strathglass
       North Uist & Grimsay    21  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville      11  Aberdeen, Tarbat
16  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, 28  Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,       18  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
       Scalpay Harris            Knock & Point, Poolewe & Aultbea     25  Kiltearn
23  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane  



“God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:9
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