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Canada
In 1843 the Disruption took place and Burns was
present, siding with the Free Church. However he
felt that with the necessary matter of church
disputes filling people's minds, plus the practical
matters of building churches, manses and schools,
folk were not so concerned with the eternal
issues of the salvation of their souls. The Spirit
seems to have been withdrawn somewhat. Feeling
that his work was more or less finished in
Scotland, he accepted an offer to go to Canada on
a temporary basis. He  travelled widely preaching
in homes, barns and the open air as well as in
churches. He suffered violent opposition from
some Roman Catholics who occasionally pelted
him with stones and dirt. He learned French to
preach to the French Canadians and Gaelic in
order to reach the Highlanders in their native
language.There were those who thanked God for
his labours, but after two years he felt his work
was done, unless he was to remain there for the
rest of his life.When he returned to Scotland, he
looked old for his thirty-one years, no doubt the
sun and the frost taking its toll, along with his
incessant labours.

Call to China
Wherever he preached in the scenes of his
previous labours across Scotland, crowds came to
hear him but the power was no longer there. As
he had learned French, there was a proposal that
he go to France as a missionary.Another plan was
that he open a mission station to the Jews in Aden.
Then came a call from the Presbyterian Church of
England that he go to China as their first
missionary. He struggled long and prayerfully for
guidance, but eventually his mind was clear and he
set off for the General Assembly which was
meeting in Sunderland.There he was asked when
he would be ready to go. Characteristically, he
replied, 'Tomorrow'. He was ordained the next day
and after a wait for a suitable ship, during which
time he preached around several of the
denomination's churches, he embarked on the
Mary Bannatyne for China.

William Chalmers Burns Part II

The voyage took five months, during which he
suffered considerably from sea-sickness and
almost suffered shipwreck. He had acquired a
Chinese Bible (translated by Robert Morrison)
and a grammar and spent his time working out
the Chinese characters and teaching himself the
language. When he arrived in Hong Kong, an
English family, the Powers, welcomed him into
their home. Almost immediately he was told of
three prisoners on death row whom he began to
visit and to whom he tried to communicate the
gospel in his very limited Chinese. He preached
to the English speakers every Sabbath. However
to immerse himself in Chinese he left the Powers'
home and set up a little school for twelve to
fifteen Chinese boys, with a Chinese teacher. He
lived in a little room above the school and here
he was forced to learn the language in order to
communicate.

In the first part last month we looked at the early life of Burns and the revivals in which God used
him.We now look at his missionary work.
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discovered  it  half  burnt  and beat him severely.
Neighbours who attended the church came round
and reasoned with them. The result was that his
parents too were converted. From there he
crossed a ridge to Choiy-bey, another market
town. Here too several were converted and a
church set up. Burns had been seven years in China
but only now was he seeing converts. He returned
a year's salary as missionary to the home Church
so that they would send out  a further missionary.
Sadly, in 1854 Dr Young's wife died and he too
suffered a serious break-down in his health. It was
decided that he had to return to Scotland and, as
he needed someone to accompany him and his
little daughter, that Burns should go. A Chinese
nurse, a recent convert by the name of Boo-i, went
with them. She was asked how she liked Scotland.
She replied, 'Here I speak little to man and much
to God'. Friends and family were shocked at Burns’
appearance.They thought he looked twenty years
older. In his preaching he appeared to have
mellowed and of course his illustrations were now
largely taken from China.

Hudson Taylor
Dr Young died and on 9th March 1855 Burns set
sail, leaving Britain for the last time in the
Challenger bound for Shanghai. He attempted to
visit the rebel headquarters in Nanking but had to
give up. In January 1856 he met Hudson Taylor who
said of him, 'Burns is better to me than a college
course because I see in him all that I long to be as
a missionary'. They became very attached to one
another and worked together for a year, adopting
native dress and living like the Chinese. Challenged
by a Captain Bowers at the weekly missionary
prayer meeting in Shanghai, they went together to
Swatow which was opening up as a commercial
centre and was a needy, wicked place. Eventually,
for health reasons, Hudson Taylor had to leave. In
1858 Lord Panmure offered Burns a position as
chaplain to the British Forces with the rank and
pay of a major, but he refused, aware that it would
create problems for his relationship to the
Chinese.When a George Smith came to take over
the work in Swatow, Burns returned to Amoy.
There were now around 300 converts between
Amoy, Pechuia and Choiy-bey and there were
fifteen native evangelists working effectively in the
area.

Going forth
After a year, he had a reasonable grasp of the local
Cantonese dialect. He was burdened for mainland
China, forbidden to foreigners, full of idols and
having no Sabbath. (The passing of time was
marked from market day to market day.) He
ceased his English preaching, closed the school
and crossed the sea channel to the mainland. His
practice was to go to a village, stand under a tree
and read the Scriptures. When people would
gather he would try to explain to them the way of
salvation. Often folk would invite him to their
home at mealtimes and offer him accommodation
for the night.The main danger was from thieves.
Often he was robbed, sometimes even losing the
clothes off his back. After some time because of
increasing danger resulting from war with Britain
he had to return to Hong Kong and he worked
for a year in the hospital there speaking to the
Chinese patients.
When the hospital closed he decided to move
with a Dr Young to Canton. Here he laboured for
a considerable period but found it a hard field.
Dr Young moved on to Amoy where he was able
to open two schools. He sent to Burns,
encouraging him to move there as there appeared
to be more openness to the Gospel. Eventually he
did, but then had to learn a new dialect. However
he learned it much more quickly than he
expected. He moved from place to place
preaching. Usually he used a riverboat and stayed
overnight in the boat. He was called the 'man of
the book' and could travel where no other
foreigner could. He translated Pilgrim’s Progress
into Chinese and also a hymn-book for the use of
the native Christians. Sadly, though he came from
a Psalm-singing church, he was not committed to
purity of worship, though he did have a great love
for the Psalms and later, when in Peking, he
translated them from Hebrew into a long-metre
form, though it does not seem to have become
popular, the form being foreign to the Chinese.

Conversions
In January 1854, being hindered by rain from going
where he planned, he went instead to Pechuia, a
small market town, intending to stay only a day or
two. However, he remained for two months.
God's Spirit began to work and several people
were truly converted. One young man cast his
family's  idol  into  the  fire. Later   his   parents  
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Final labours
In 1867 he left for Tientsin, in Manchuria, to begin
mission work there. Sadly, shortly after arriving he
caught a bad cold and lingered on for some weeks.
He delighted in hearing the worship service being
carried on in the adjoining room of his little house
by his faithful Chinese assistant. Eventually, he died
on 4th April 1868. His last words were the
decided repetition of the final words of the Lord's
Prayer: 'For thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory'. He looked expectantly for blessed days
for God's church on earth.
Words written by H Gratton Guinness provide a
fitting tribute.We can only quote a portion:

O William Burns! We will not call thee dead,
Though lies thy body in its narrow bed
In far-off China.Though Manchuria keeps
Thy dust which in the Lord securely sleeps,
Thy spirit lives with Jesus: and where He,
Thy Master, dwells, 'tis meet that thou shouldst be.
There is no death in His divine embrace!
There is no life but where they see His face!

China I breathe for thee a brother's prayer:
Unnumbered are thy millions. Father, hear
The groans we cannot! O thine arm make bare,
And reap thy harvest of salvation there!
The fullness of the Gentiles, like a sea
Immense, O God, be gathered unto thee!
Then Israel save; and with his saintly train,
Send us Immanuel over all to reign!
the harvest and the glory to God!

Conclusion

1.) As a youth,William Chalmers Burns wanted
to be a lawyer for the money and prestige.
Converted, he gave all that up in living a life of
self-sacrifice and self-denial. He saw all that this
world could give as trivial in comparison to the
riches of heaven.

2.) There is no doubting the holiness of Burns.
From the day in Edinburgh when he found peace
with God, his godliness and devotion marked him
out as special. He spurned many even of the
legitimate pleasures of the world.

3.) Burns was a man of prayer. He loved the
secret place. He went into the pulpit from the
closet.

4.) He was always in evangelising mode.
Wherever he went – boats, carriages, walking –
he spoke of the Saviour, handed out tracts and
sought to challenge the unconverted.

5.) We also learn how one sows and another
reaps. He began his ministry reaping where other
men sowed and then went to China to sow for
other men to reap. Paul plants and Apollos
waters but God gives the increase. Today
Scotland is a barren place but there is much
reaping in China. We must be faithful wherever
God calls us to serve. Leave the harvest and the
glory to God.

James Hudson Taylor 
(Top Centre)

with his missionaries 
(Late 19th C.) 
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‘Jephthah is a rash fool who made a stupid vow and
an even more stupid decision to keep it by offering
his daughter as a burnt sacrifice’. That’s the most
common view of Jephthah that I’ve come across in
the commentaries.And it’s totally wrong.
Jephthah was a godly man who made a godly vow
and who kept that vow in a godly way. No, he did not
offer his daughter as a burnt sacrifice. But that’s
because he did not vow his daughter as a burnt
sacrifice. Here are ten proofs:

1.) His previous godly character: He was not
a rash character. Notice how he dealt with the men
who had wronged him when they came to ask his
help (Judges 11:5-10), and also his patient dealings
with the King of Ammon (12-27). He was not rash
but calm, controlled, sober, balanced and reasonable.

2.) He knew the Bible: He knew the history of
redemption and used it to argue with the King of
Ammon (vv12-27). Knowing the books of Moses
well, he would have known that human sacrifice was
forbidden.

3.) He was filled with the Holy Spirit: In
verse 29, he is filled with the Holy Spirit, followed
immediately by his vow in verses 30-31.Would he
really make such a rash vow in such a spiritually
elevated condition?

4.) Alternative translation of verse 31:
The Hebrew in verse 31 can be translated in two
ways:
Option 1:When I return in peace whatever I meet ‘it
shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up as a 

Jephthah’s Perfect Vow
Rev. David Murray
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burnt sacrifice’.
Option 2:When I return in peace whatever I meet
‘it shall surely be the Lord’s, or I will offer it up as a
burnt sacrifice’.
Option 2 is the best translation in this context and
outlines how Jephthah has two possibilities in mind
here. ‘If it’s a person, he/she will be devoted to the
Lord. If it’s an animal, it will be offered as a sacrifice’.

5.) Common Custom:This vowing of a person
to the Lord was quite common in these days.There
was an order of women (Exodus 38) that were
specially devoted to serving the Lord where He
was worshipped. Consider also the case of Samuel.

6.) The Consequences: The emphasis in the
consequences is not on her losing her life but on
losing her opportunity to marry and have children
(verses 37-39). This is not about her becoming
lifeless but childless and husbandless.

7.) Commemorate not Lament: Some
versions tell us that ‘The daughters of Israel went
yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah’. The
Hebrew word for ‘lament’ here is not translated
‘lament’ anywhere else in Scripture. It other places
it means ‘to rehearse, to commemorate’. The
Israelite women are not going to lament her death-
but to remember with worshipful joy her devotion
to God.

8.) Possibility of Repentance: Leviticus tells
us that rash vows can be repented of and replaced
with money. Jephthah and his family had two months
to find this out and put it right.

9.) Leadership Credibility: Jephthah is not
punished for this but reigns for six more years.
Would he ever have been followed by God’s
people if he had sacrificed his daughter?

10.) Hall of Faith: In the only other two places
Jephthah is mentioned, he’s commended (1Samuel
12:11 & Hebrews 11:32). Given that Judges 11 is the
only thing we know about Jephthah, he would
hardly have been included in such exalted company
if the only thing we know about him was a
gruesome sacrifice of his daughter.
He did not sacrifice his daughter but devoted her to
the Lord’s service. He made a holy vow and kept it
in a holy manner by devoting his only child to the
Lord’s service for the rest of her days.And his godly
daughter demonstrates beautiful godliness and
submission as well, effectively counselling her father,
‘Dad, don’t cry, God’s given us victory over our
enemies.What’s my little life for a few short years in
comparison with all that He has done for us’.
I think it’s a tragedy how Jephthah and his daughter
have been so maligned for such outstanding faith.
Lots of commentators are going to have a lot of
explaining to do when they meet them in heaven! 
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1.) There is a call for leadership
It is sadly true that the church, in a state of
backsliding and under judgment, is often fast
asleep. She needs to hear the voice of God and be
roused from that slumber. In Scripture we find an
Elijah coming from obscurity, heralding the Word
of the God 'before whom I stand', to confront
Ahab and the nation steeped in idolatry. Baal
worship must be cast out.The prophet 'repaired
the altar of the Lord that was broken down' and
destroyed the false prophets (1 Kings17:18).Time
and again God raises up a prophet to call the
people back to obedience. Even after His people
have been chastened by the Captivity in Babylon
and have returned to Jerusalem, God raises up
Haggai to say, 'Consider your ways' (Hag.1:5) –
and then the people 'obeyed the voice of the
Lord their God' (v12). In the Book of Revelation
chapters 2 and 3 Christ comes, through his
servant John, to trumpet His displeasure with the
evils tolerated in some of the Seven Churches of
Asia and to call for repentance.

Does The Church Need
Repentance ?
Rev John J. Murray

We noticed recently that a leading religious
commentator acknowledged that the West will
collapse without a Christian revival. There is no
doubt that we are in the midst of a rapid moral
decay. He went on to say that the West will fall
unless it rises up against the forces that oppose it.
But how is it going to rise up? Where is there a
body with the moral fibre to undertake that fight?
It should be the role of the Christian church, which
is known as the ‘church militant’, in distinction from
the ‘church triumphant’. But is the church in the
West in any condition to engage in such a warfare?
If we look at the Bible and church history we read
of victories achieved by the people of God.We see
how at times Israel overcame her enemies. In Psalm
44 we are told: 'They got not the land in possession
by their own sword, neither did their own arm save
them: but thy right hand and thine arm, and the light
of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour
unto them' (v3). This is the Psalmist recalling the
past history in a time when things were so
markedly different in the nation. He goes on to
describe the present situation: 'But thou hast cast
off and put us to shame; and goest not forth with
our armies' (v9). 'Thou makest us a reproach to our
neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are
round about us' (v13). It reflects our situation
today.
The church in all generations is dependent utterly
upon the favour of God and the light of His
countenance.This is so in the case of the individual
Christian. When we backslide and turn away from
the Lord we are visited with His Fatherly
chastisement and the hiding of His face.The way of
return to God is always by way of confession,
humility and repentance (Jas.4:6-10). What is true
of the individual is also true of the corporate body.
As someone has said: 'The supreme duty of the
church is to see that she offends not her God and
her Saviour'. However, when, as it often happens,
she does backslide, what is to be done?
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There are frequent examples in history of God
using leaders to break the slumber of His church.
We have Athanasius standing against the world.
There is Martin Luther, described by Melanchthon
as 'Elijah of the last time', defying the Pope and the
Roman system with the Word of God. John Knox
is raised up to blow His Master’s trumpet to rid
the Church in Scotland of Roman superstition and
idolatry. George Whitefield ‘the Revived Puritan’
bursts in upon a dead church and a decadent
London and saves the nation from disaster.
C H Spurgeon stands firm against the rising tide of
unbelief, in an age of decline. Dr D M Lloyd-Jones
calls the decadent church of the mid 20th century
back to a God-centred outlook. But where is the
leadership in the church today? Men in the
Reformed and Puritan mould seem unwilling to
sink their minor differences and strive in unity for
the voice of God to be heard again in our land.

2.) There is a call for zeal
It was zeal for the glory of God that motivated the
leaders in the history of Israel. Moses, God’s
chosen one, 'stood in the breach' (Ex.32:11-14;
Ps.106:23). When 'Israel joined themselves unto
Baal-peor' and the anger of the Lord was kindled,
Phinehas 'stood up and executed judgment'. The
Lord said of him: 'he was zealous for my name’s
sake among them, that I consumed not the
children of Israel in my jealousy' (Numb.25:3, 11;
Ps.106:28-31).The Psalmist could say 'My zeal hath
consumed me, because mine enemies have
forgotten thy words' (Ps.119:139). David was so
moved by the dishonour which men did to God by
ignoring His Word that the intensity of feeling had
the effect of wearing out his life. It was said of
Christ in dispelling the moral darkness in the
temple, 'The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up'
(Ps.69:9; Jn.2:17).
It was zeal for the glory of God that enabled Paul
to fight the good fight and stand when others were
falling (2Tim.4:7, 16-18).A similar spirit inspired the
early Christians under fierce persecution, so that
'they loved not their lives unto the death'
(Rev.12:11). Early Protestant Reformers like
Wycliffe, Hus and Wishart were fired with zeal.
Protestant martyr John Frith was in the Tower of
London awaiting execution when Thomas More
sought to reclaim him for Rome. Frith’s answer
was: 'I  assure  you I neither will nor can cease to 

speak; for the Word of God boileth in my body like
a fervent fire, and will needs have issue'. It was zeal
for the glory of God that created the Puritan
movement. In them there was 'a holy ardour
kindled by the Holy Spirit in the affections,
improving a man to the utmost for God’s glory, and
the church’s good'. Richard Baxter said: 'To love
God without zeal is not to love Him, because it is
not loving Him as God'. Had the Puritans
renounced their zeal, history would have been
very different and there would not be for us today
that 'fiery substance in the old Scripture-steeped
sermons of Puritan pastors'.

3.) There is a call for repentance
It is true zeal for the glory of God that will bring
about repentance in the church.The very thought
of the need for such a thing is alien to most
evangelicals. John MacArthur said recently: 'We all
like to call the nation to repentance, but when do
we call the church to repentance?' The doctrine of
repentance is something that is sadly lacking even
in Gospel proclamation today. However it is at the
very forefront of the New Testament.The call is on
the lips of John the Baptist (Mt.3:2), the Lord Jesus
Christ (Mt.4:17) and the Apostles (Acts 2:38). But
repentance is what pertains to the Christian life as
a whole. The first of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five
Theses, nailed to the Wittenberg church door in
1517, declared: 'When our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ said :”Repent” (Mt.4:17) he willed the
whole life of believers should be one of
repentance'. Philip Henry affirmed that he hoped
to carry his own repentance to the gate of heaven.

Martin Luther (1483 - 1546)
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Although Scripture gives general calls to
repentance, we have specific sins highlighted for a
demand to repent. One of the most striking is in
Revelation, chapters 2-3. The sins of the
churches corporately, and of their membership
individually, are specified.As Dr J I Packer brings
to our attention: 'these churches have failed to
maintain a spirit of love for their Lord,
righteousness without compromise, intolerance
of the intolerable, zeal for God’s glory, and
willingness to exert effort for Christ. Of these
specific failings – all of which have to do with the
quality of their discipleship and loyalty to their
king – Jesus himself now requires them to
repent'.
The idea of the need for times of public
confession, prayer and fasting came in the wake
of the Protestant Reformation. The Reformers
rejected fasting to obtain merit (as is done in
Lent) but eagerly embraced the practice for
aiding prayer and confession of sin.The General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland in April
1578, under the Moderatorship of Andrew
Melville, ordained that 'an universal Fast shall be
kept through all the Kirks of this realm to begin
the first Sunday of June next to come, and to
continue to the next Sunday thereafter inclusive,
with the accustomed exercise of doctrine and
prayers’ i.e. according to the Order and Doctrine
of the General Fast (Edinburgh, 1574). Some
years later the Rev John Davidson of Prestonpans
was grieved over the state of the church and
nation, a generation after the Reformation. He
brought an overture from the Presbytery of
Haddington to the General Assembly of 1596,
declaring 'the necessity for universal repentance
and earnest turning to God'.
The Assembly appointed Davidson, as the
originator of the proposal, to lead them in their
confession. In a gathering of four hundred men in
St Giles Kirk on the Tuesday of the Assembly, 'the
doors being shut', Davidson preached and
exhorted that 'they were all to enter into a new
covenant with God that being sanctified by
repentance, they might be the meeter to provoke
others to the same'.The effect was that a sudden
emotion took possession of the gathering as they
humbled themselves and for a quarter of an hour
the building resounded with the sobbing of
strong men. The occasion is recorded by
Calderwood in his History of the Kirk of Scotland :

'There were such sighs and sobs, with shedding of
tears among the most part of all estates that were
present, everyone provoking another by their
example, that the Kirk resounded, so that the
place might worthily have been called Bochim; for
the like of that day was never seen in Scotland
since the Reformation as every man confessed.
There have been many days of humiliation for
present or imminent dangers, but the like for sin
and defection was there never seen'.
The challenge before Western society is indeed
great.We are living in desperate days.The church
has the potential, but there is a crying need to
'break the slumber'. She requires to be cleansed as
the temple of old (Jn.2:13-17) by men with zeal
and united endeavour.

St. Giles High Kirk of Edinburgh, circa Late 14th C.
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Obituary - Donald Morrison
(Knock & Point)

The Knock & Point congregation was grieved
recently to learn of the passing of Donald Morrison
(Dómhnall Caley) on 12 September 2016 at the age
of 93.Donald was born in Grimshader in the North
Lochs area of Lewis in 1923, and lived in that village
for most of his life. He spent time on whaling ships
and worked as a fisherman and crofter. Donald also
had an avid interest in local history and was
involved with the Dusgadh, the North Lochs
community newsletter.This interest led to Donald
producing a small booklet about his life and
testimony.
He often used to remind his friends how he had
lived the first thirty years of his life without
attending church. But at that age, he happened to
visit an old lady connected with the village in a
week when special services were to be held in
Crossbost Free Church. She asked him whether
the services were on, and to his surprise he found
himself saying that they were, and that he was going
that night.
But after leaving the woman’s house, his conscience
struck him: ‘You lied to that woman’.Therefore he
decided that he would indeed go to the service, so
that it would not be a lie. He went as he had said,
and, as he loved to say, ‘At that meeting I found
Christ’.
From then on, Donald became part of the Christian
landscape of Lewis.With a flexible line of work, and
no immediate family ties, he was a constant
attender at communion seasons around Lewis and
Harris, and later in life, increasingly further afield.
He was a memorable visitor to sacramental
occasions in Glasgow, Fort William, Inverness and
Skye.
Witty in conversation, a lively and entertaining
story teller, and yet an experienced and exercised
Christian, Donald was an edifying companion in
fellowship. His public prayers testified that he was
no stranger to the throne of grace, and one man
remarked at the wake held before Donald’s funeral
how the hearing of Donald in prayer at a
communion season on the West side of Lewis many
years before had been used of the Lord in bringing
him to faith.

As a believer, Donald’s experience was highly
unusual amongst professing Christians of his
generation on Lewis. His dramatic conversion
experience was rare, but the unwavering clarity of
his assurance of saving faith was almost unique.
His experience of the Christian life seemed to be
very largely on the sunny side, and he encouraged
this positivity in others, always expressing
disapproval when he heard fellow-believers
questioning their standing before God.
Yet he had a gift of friendship, and, interestingly,
the closest friend of his later life, Alexander
Macleod (Sandy Russell), an elder in Knock &
Point, was one whose experience was of many
doubts and fears.This never became a barrier to
their fellowship, and as an old man, Donald loved
to visit Sandy every Friday night, latterly making
the journey from Grimshader to Branahuie on his
mobility scooter! After Sandy’s death, Donald
presented a clock to the congregation in
memory of his friend, which hangs on the rear
wall of our church building.



As the years advanced, Donald was ordained to the
eldership in his home congregation of Lochs, and
served in that capacity for many years. He was a
keen visitor to those confined in hospital and
nursing homes, and was a very welcome help to
many of the Lord’s people. Following the Division
of 2000, Donald felt bound to separate from the
Lochs congregation, despite his love for them and
for his minister there, and joined himself to the
Free Church (Continuing) congregation in
Stornoway. He never held office again.
Later in life, his health declined, and when it was
clear that he was no longer fit to live at home, he
moved to a residential unit, The Glebe in
Garrabost, and joined the congregation of Knock &
Point. He loved The Glebe, and  truly found a
newhome there, being  the  centre of attention in
the little unit, and  enjoying  ‘taking the books’  at  
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family  worship  there  for  as  long  as  he  was
able. His  Christian witness appears to have been
blessed to a lady resident, who died shortly
afterwards.
As a sociable and gregarious man, he struggled with
the limitations of his later life, especially after he
was no longer able to attend public worship. He
loved to see visitors, but though his natural
cheerfulness was sometimes dimmed, he never lost
his strong assurance of salvation. His health
deteriorated in the last year of his life, and he had
to move to the Dun Berisay Nursing Home in
Stornoway shortly before his death.
He never married, and was pre-deceased by a
brother and three sisters. We remember in
sympathy Donald’s niece Mary, wife of Rev Iain
Smith (Harris), and nephew Ian Mackenzie.

Rev Alasdair Macleod

Andrew Thomson (1779 -1831)
Rev. John Keddie

In the early years of the 19th Century there was an
‘Evangelical Renaissance’ within the Church of
Scotland. Although the Secession Churches had
since the previous century maintained evangelical
principles and produced many fine preachers, there
had also been a gradual shift from historic
Calvinism among some within their borders. The
Church of Scotland was starting to recover from
the clammy hand of ‘moderatism', a lifeless,
un-evangelical outlook akin to what we would call
'nominality' today in religion. It didn’t mean that
strict orthodoxy was rejected, necessarily. But it
did mean there was a largely gospel-less message.A
change came about particularly through two men
of outstanding abilities raised up by the Lord to
bring new spiritual life into the Kirk. One of these
was Andrew Thomson (1779-1831) and the other,
spared for many years and of even greater
influence, was Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847).

Revival
These men were instrumental under God for real
revival  in  the  Kirk, involving  on  the  one  hand Rev. Andrew Thomson
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an agitation which resisted state interference in
strictly Church affairs. On the face of it this was what
the ‘Disruption’ in the Church of Scotland was about
in 1843. There was a particularly intense conflict in
the Church (and with the state too) in the previous
ten years over the application of the Patronage Act of
1712, by which Patrons in parishes had a significant,
even crucial, say in the appointment of ministers.The
compliance of courts within the Church and the
intransigence of the state in such things came to a
head in 1843 when 474 ministers (a full third of
Established Church ministers) ‘walked out’ of the
Church of Scotland and formed the ‘Church of
Scotland, Free’, with many hundreds of thousands of
people. The Church which emerged was a distinctly
evangelical one. In a real sense it was born of genuine
revival and it maintained that character for the first
twenty years of its separate existence.The issue had
not been the principle of an Established Church, the
duty of the state to uphold the true Christian religion
(‘national Christianity’), but the principle of the
spiritual independence of the Church from the
interference of the state, especially the civil courts. It
was only in the 1870s that the 1712 Act was finally
removed from the statute books.
We are going to concentrate here simply on some of
the influential preachers and theologians who graced
the Church of Scotland and the Free Church, before
and after the Disruption in the Kirk of 1843. It was
an era of great preachers and unusual enlargement of
the Church in Scotland. For those who love the
undiluted gospel some of the personalities we
mention will be familiar through re-publication of
their writings or sermons. It is hard not to see the
first half of the 19th century as a high-water mark in
Christian and spiritual things in Scotland, though
having an impact far and wide through missionary
expansion. We begin with Andrew Thomson.

Andrew Thomson
Andrew Thomson was from Dumfriesshire. Ordained
in 1802, he held pastorates in Kelso and Perth and
Edinburgh before being called to the newly opened
St George’s in the fashionable west end of the New
Town in Edinburgh. It was an impressive edifice and
had a large and influential congregation.The building
is still to be seen in Charlotte Square, though sadly it
is not now used as a church. That was in 1814 and
from there Thomson thundered forth the gospel. A
great  blow  had  been  struck  for  Christ  and  also  

for evangelicalism through his initiating the
Edinburgh Christian Instructor in 1810 after his first
move to Scotland’s Capital that year.
Thomson was a powerful and persuasive preacher,
speaker and writer. Chalmers called him a man of
‘colossal mind', wielding the weapons of spiritual
warfare vigorously with ‘an arm of might carrying
as if by storm the convictions of his people'. He
was a strong voice against slavery, he championed
a Bible free from the Apocrypha, which had been
included in editions of the Bible produced by the
British and Foreign Bible Society, and in theology
he opposed the errors of the likes of John Macleod
Campbell who maintained a universal redemption.
He started a week-day school for children from
the poorer areas. He was also a fine musician,
responsible, among other tunes, for the admittedly
somewhat grandiose Psalm tune, ‘St George’s,
Edinburgh’.
Andrew Thomson’s sudden death in his early 50s
was greatly lamented by evangelicals, who,
however, gave thanks to the Lord for every
remembrance of him. He did not live to see the
Disruption (1843), yet he must be considered a
precursor of the movements which led to it twelve
years after his passing.

Rev. Thomas Chalmers
often referred to as ‘Scotland’s greatest 

Nineteenth Century Churchman’.
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Forty Years in the Ministry 
(Rev John Murray)
The congregation of Knightswood Free Church
(Continuing), Glasgow, gathered on 7th October
2016 to commemorate the occasion of the
completion of forty years in the ministry of
Rev William Macleod. He was ordained and
inducted to Partick Free Church, Crow Road, on
12 October 1976. His ministry of seventeen years
in Partick was followed by a pastorate of thirteen
years in Portree. Mr Macleod played a leading part
in the events that led to the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) in 2000 and six years later
he accepted a call to the Thornwood congregation
(later on to be re-named as Knightswood).
A goodly number of the congregation, with
invited friends, gathered for the occasion. The
evening began with a time of worship conducted
by Rev John J Murray. He gave a short address on
Matthew 9:35-38, showing how Christ views the
world with a harvest to be reaped.The harvest is
reaped through labourers who are 'compelled'
into the work, aided by earnest prayer.
In the reception that followed Mr Murray began
with some personal memories of his friendship
with Mr Macleod over the years. He then read
greetings from family members who could not be
present, including Rev and Mrs Alasdair Macleod
and Rev and Mrs Maurice Roberts and from
Rev Gordon Mair and Rev Malcolm Watts.
Mr Murray also called on the Session Clerk,
Mr Murdo Campbell, who with suitable words of
appreciation, made the presentation of a cheque
and a set of books to Mr Macleod. Mrs Isobel
Craig then made a presentation of jewellery and
flowers to Mrs Marion Macleod.After this, a cake,
suitably decorated for the occasion, was cut by
Mr and Mrs Macleod.

FREE CHURCH WITNESS
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Further tributes to Mr Macleod's ministry were
made by Mr John MacPherson, representing the
Knightswood congregation, and Mr Norman Smith
acting on behalf of the Partick congregation.
Mr Iain Macpherson, representing the Portree
congregation, was unable to be present and his
greeting was read. Finally Mrs Betty Mackay, widow
of the long-serving Partick elder Mr Donald
Mackay, spoke movingly of the early days in Partick
when Mr Macleod was called to be their minister.
In replying the Rev William Macleod thanked the
congregation for their kindness and reminisced on
the years of his life and ministry, and the goodness
of God to him and his wife and family. All present
then partook of a delicious supper arranged by the
ladies.

Germany – priests 'stoned by children’
(Premier)
It's been reported that children have pelted two
priests in Germany with stones shouting 'Allahu
Akbar', which means 'God is great' in Arabic.
According to the Daily Express and the German
Main-Spitze news site, the children attacked the
47-year-old Ethiopian priest, who was with a fellow
clergyman, in Raunheim near Frankfurt. The pair,
who haven't been named, were wearing religious
robes and crosses on their way to a Russian
Orthodox chapel in Raunheim when the incident
happened last October. The boys, believed to be
no older than twelve, ran away before the
clergymen could take photographs of them on
their mobile phones. Dr Isack Majura, a social
worker in the town, told Main-Spitze: 'What
happened is absolutely unacceptable'.
If children are taught from childhood to hate the
followers of other religions this type of behaviour
should not surprise us.

Smiths Falls 
(Rev Kenneth Macdonald)
At the invitation of their Interim Moderator, Rev James
Gracie, I accepted a request to go to Canada to preach
in the Smiths Falls congregation for a period of five
weeks. While initially very unsure of acceeding to the
invitation, I eventually left Scotland with my wife at the
end of September 2016 to go to a land we had never
visited before, but now, Oh so glad we did! 
We flew into Ottawa (just over an hour’s drive south
of Smiths Falls), from where we were met and driven
to a small cabin by a lake, which was to be our home
for the next few weeks. A large Jeep was put at our
disposal and with some trepidation we took to the
road the next day to get familiar with driving on the
wrong side of the road!
Having been shown the meeting place by one of the
brethren belonging to the congregation, we arrived
there on the Lord’s Day to a gathering of sixteen souls,
which is the core of the congregation, although with
visitors we had on other occasions, twenty-four were
present.After the noon service these kind folk treated
us to a meal and so we had our first opportunity to get
to know them all.

Smiths 
Falls
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We soon discovered that they loved the Saviour and
His Gospel, and while they were from various
backgrounds they all had the one thing that is
needful! Their commitment to Reformed worship is
to be admired. One dear lady drives over an hour on
her own to worship.What is remarkable about that?
She is 87 years of age!
Over the next five weeks we enjoyed fellowship and
applying the Word in the preaching, including the
keeping of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on our
final Sabbath. How they appreciate what we take for
granted and how they reminded us of the Bereans in
searching the Scriptures! We came to appreciate
more and more the blessing we enjoy in Scotland in
being able to meet and spend time with others of a
like mind, both in our own and in other
congregations. What these dear people would give
for such a privilege!
We were made very welcome in all the homes we
visited and we greatly appreciated those who took
time to show us around that beautiful part of Canada.
We, on occasions, spent time being mesmerised by
the autumn colours of the trees; basking in lovely
warm 23 degrees temperature one day, and then
putting on extra clothing to combat the -4 degrees
and snow a couple of days later. It was a blessed
experience meeting some of the finest people we
have ever met.
Here are some prayer points for the congregation:
Pray for guidance and wisdom for those in leadership.
Pray for continued unity.
Pray that the Lord would open up a way for them to be
able to call a pastor.
Pray that as they meet each Lord’s Day, often having to
use a DVD of a preacher, that this would be blessed to
them.
Pray that the local minister, who occasionally preaches
for them, would continue to be burdened for them.
Pray that the Kirk Session, made up of brethren in
Scotland, would continue to be given wisdom.
Pray that their Reformed witness would appeal to others
around them.
Pray for someone from Scotland to be made willing to go
over to Macedonia and help them.

Reformed Theological Journal 
(David McKay)
The Reformed Theological Journal, which is published by
the Faculty of the Reformed Theological College,
Belfast, is  now  available  for download  free in PDF,

ePub and MOBI (for Kindle) formats.The website
is www.rpc.org./publications. The  issue for 2016
contains the following articles:
'Infant Baptism as a means of Grace',
by Robert L.W. McCollum
'Preparing to preach Isaiah',
by Andrew Kerr
'Replacement Theology',
by Jonathan McCollum
'Not Reformed and not Safe:A summary Critique
of Paedocommunion',
by William M Schweitzer
'Jeremiah Burroughs on the infinite excellency of
God',
by Jim Davison.

Indonesia 
(E Kendal)
Indonesia's fundamentalist Muslim clerics have
accused Basuki 'Ahok' Tjahaja Purnama - the ethnic
Chinese Christian Governor of Jakarta - of
blasphemy, hoping to prevent him contesting
Jakarta's February 2017 gubernatorial elections.
The  clerics  assert  the  Quran  forbids Muslims
taking non-Muslims as allies (Sura 5:51) and
therefore as rulers.When Ahok suggested this was
a lie, he was accused of blasphemy. Led by the
Islamic Defenders Front, up to 200,000 Muslims
protested in Jakarta on 4 November, calling for
Ahok to be prosecuted and even to be killed.
Transnational jihadists have threatened to kill Ahok
if he is not convicted, and Islamic State is calling its
supporters to 'fan the flames of jihad in Indonesia'.
A profound struggle is under way, with legal and
spiritual dimensions. Please pray for Indonesia and
its Christians.

Call to Ban Smacking 
(Christian Institute)
A prominent figure within the Church of Scotland
has reiterated calls for a ban on smacking. Speaking
at the Scottish Parliament, Rev Dr Richard Frazer,
Convener of the Kirk’s Church and Society
Council, called on MSPs to introduce an outright
ban.
The Christian Institute believes a ban would result
in parents being criminalised. Speaking at an ‘Equal
Protection for Children’ seminar at Holyrood on
3rd November, Rev Dr Frazer claimed that
smacking  is  harmful  to children’s health. He said 
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that new legislation is needed to 'send a clear
message that resorting to  violence as a means of
disciplining children is not acceptable'. His comments
came after a report by the Kirk last May called for a
ban.The law in Scotland currently bars parents from
disciplining a child by shaking them, hitting them on
the head or using an implement. Director of The
Christian Institute, Colin Hart, stressed that the
current law 'already rightly protects children from
abuse'.
It is sad when leaders in the Church show their rejection
of and contempt for the Scripture and its wisdom: 'He
that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes' (Prov.13:24).

USA Decriminalisation of cannabis
(Christian Institute)
Four US states have backed the complete
decriminalisation of cannabis, while several have
given the green light to medical use of the drug.
Voters in California, Massachusetts, Nevada and
Maine backed decriminalisation, bringing the total
number of states where it is legal to eight.Voters in
Arizona opposed a pro-cannabis measure.
Ministers in the UK have also faced calls to relax the
law recently, but the Government insists cannabis is
a    'harmful drug which can damage people’s mental
and physical health'.
The New York Times reported that the development
means 20 per cent of Americans now live in a state
where the drug is legal for adults, compared to 5 per
cent before the vote. Florida, North Dakota,
Arkansas and Montana voted either to permit or
expand medical use of the drug. Cannabis remains
illegal under federal law and opponents say cannabis
shops pose a safety risk, leading to an increase in
drug abuse amongst teenagers.
In the UK, the Government has faced calls to relax
the law on cannabis for medical reasons. Last
September, a report by the  All  Party Parliamentary
Group on Drug 
Policy  Reform  claimed  there  is evidence in favour
of using cannabis in the treatment of certain
conditions. However, the Government argues that
there is a 'substantial body of scientific and medical
evidence to show that cannabis is a harmful drug
which can damage people’s mental and physical
health'.
A spokesman for the Home Office said: 'There is a
clear regime in place, administered by the Medicines
and   Healthcare   Products  Regulatory  Agency, to 

enable    medicines, including   those   containing
controlled drugs, to be developed'.
The reality is that cannabis can be shown to have
serious harmful effects on certain people and also that
it is the common first step to more dangerous drugs.As
one who works with folk whose lives are destroyed by
drugs, I feel strongly that anything which encourages the
use of these substances ought to be opposed.

China 
(Hudson Taylor Ministries)
The Chinese Communist Party are involved in a
new crackdown on house churches in China. The
new rules include the following:
It will be an offence to organize citizens to attend
religious trainings, conferences and activities
abroad, to preach, organize religious activities, and
establish religious institutions or religious sites at
schools, and provide religious services through the
internet.
Any Christian church or religious activity will need
to be registered with the Chinese government
state-controlled Three Self Church.This means any
house-church attended by six or more people will
be required to register with the state. Once this
registration is completed, these churches are
supervised by this agency.These churches also need
to be open to guest pastors and other forms of
scrutiny. No preaching is allowed on topics such as
the End Times or the Lordship of Christ over the
church. In principle, the Chinese State is the head of
the church and should have final say over the
spiritual lives of every Christian. Any landlord that
rents a building or office to a house church not
registered with the Three Self Church will be fined
a huge amount of money.Today, many unregistered
churches rent buildings and offices in which they
meet on the Lord's Day.This will be considered too
risky for landlords to deal with. They will feel
compelled to terminate their contracts with these
church groups.
Preaching  by  house church  leaders and pastors
on college campuses will be forbidden. Some
provinces will even forbid visiting the sick in
hospitals. Currently, many Christians try to reach
out to the younger generation of their society via
home mission activities. This will have to come to
an end or they risk imprisonment along with
payment of huge fines.
These are matters which we should bring before the
Lord in prayer.
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Records of Grace in Sutherland
Donald Munro,
Scottish Reformation Society,
pbk, 292pp, £7.00

The county of Sutherland enjoyed Gospel blessings
from the seventeenth century. The Rev Dr Donald
Munro, of Ferintosh and Rogart (1860-1937), who
was a native of Sutherland, spent his lifetime
gathering and recording the precious fragments of
spiritual experience which had been preserved down
the years.These scattered gleanings were put in order
after his death by Rev Kenneth MacRae, Stornoway
and the Free Church of Scotland Publications
Committee and were first published in 1953. As this
book had become one of the scarcest books on the
second-hand market, and as it contained one of the
most valuable collections of Scottish Highland
religious experiences, a new edition was published by
the Scottish Reformation Society in 2015. This new
edition contains a brief biographical sketch of
Dr Munro.
The book itself contains a vital preface, in that it sets
out and explains in some detail the practices of the
Scottish Highland church (Communion Seasons,
Fellowship Meetings, etc.), for the benefit of readers
that may not know about these practices. Included
also is a helpful map of Sutherland, broken down into
its various parishes, which is how the chapters of this
volume are topographically set out. It contains twelve
chapters and records the spiritual experiences of 109
godly and pious men and women. It is indeed very
clear that these saints lived in a very different world
to that of the modern-day reader.They lived in a time
when the church had great influence on society and
the majority of the people would be church attenders
(though not necessarily converted). Life consisted
mostly of church, family and work and many of the
saints would often travel long distances, through
harsh weather conditions, to attend various
communion seasons and to hear their favourite
preachers.They knew, like Enoch, what it was to walk
close to their beloved Master, through all the trials,
hardships and blessings of life. As those who often
spent many hours in private prayer, and sought to
walk in the light of the blessed gospel, many of them
seemed to have much of the secret of the Lord,
whereby they would make predictions that would
prove in time to be true. It is interesting to read of
the  myriad  ways in which the Father was pleased to 

His elect to the Saviour. For some, they would
experience a long time, even years of distress,
under a strong conviction of their sin, until the
promises of the Gospel were blessed to their
hearts and minds and they came to know the
liberty of the gospel; while with others, their
conviction of their sin was brief, before their
entering into the kingdom of God.Yet all grew in
their love and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
and their lives brought forth much fruit and gave
glory to God.Though they experienced from time
to time the buffetings and lies of the enemy of
their souls, they were always lifted out of the miry
pit and placed upon the rock, and assured that the
Good Shepherd would carry them to the
promised land.
The structure of the book lends itself to dipping in
and out of it, as each record of grace ranges from
one page to three. It contains many treasures that
will bless its readers’ hearts. I wish to share three
that were particularly blessed to me.
1) Alexander Gair of Caithness, speaking of the
mortification of sin in believers, said, 'The Most
High took Israel out of Egypt in one night, but it
took forty years to take Egypt out of them'.
2) Margaret ('Peggy') Macdiarmid of Argyllshire
was usually called 'the woman of great faith', but
when a minister who was introduced to her for
the first time exclaimed, 'The woman of great
faith', she quickly replied, 'No, no, but the woman
of small faith in the great God'.
3) Rev John Mackay of Lairg on one occasion,
when he was catechizing the families of his parish,
asked the owner of the house in which the people
were assembled whether all belonging to the
household were present. 'Oh yes', was the reply,
'all are here except a half-witted lad who looks
after the cattle, but I did not think it necessary to
call him in'. 'Oh send for him', said the minister, 'for
he has a soul'. Presently the lad appeared.When it
came to his turn to be examined, the minister
asked him whether he had a soul.
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'Oh no, I have not' said the youth. Instead of feeling
disconcerted by such an unhappy answer, the
minister enquired, 'Have you ever had a soul?' 'Oh
yes, that I had',was the reply. 'And what has become
of your soul?' was the next question, to which the
very striking reply was given: 'I was once out
herding and I felt my soul had become sick, for the
pains of hell took hold of me. I soon found that I
could not do anything for my soul, so I gave it to
Jesus and left it in His keeping; and, Oh, Minister,
that is what I meant when I said that I had no soul'.
Readers will be glad to know that there are many
more such treasures to be mined from this volume.
Rev James Haram 

Bridge to Mark, 205pp
Bridge to Esther, 121pp
Bridge to Genesis, vol.1, 123pp
Bridge to Genesis, vol.2, 91pp
Arnoud T Vergunst, R J Publishers,
pbk, $9 each vol.

Pastor Arnoud Vergunst is minister of Waupun
Netherlands Reformed Congregation in the USA.
He is a fellow-worker with us in the Hudson Taylor
Ministries mission to China. He spent nine years as
a school teacher before entering the ministry, loves
teaching and has a natural gift with young folk. No
doubt this is also helped by having nine children of
his own.
In this series of little books, designed for teenagers,
on the left hand page the Authorised Version is
given in bold print.There is no doubt what are the
words of Scripture. Brief additions are interspersed
in ordinary print to explain difficult words and
concepts. Then on the right hand page there is
'Something to think about' – explanation with
personal application and challenge.The volume on
Mark covers the whole book, as does the one on
Esther. The Genesis books are more detailed.
Volume 1 covers just the first five chapters and
volume 2 the next six. For example amongst other
things written on the last chapter in Esther is the
following: 'Though God's name is not found in the
book of Esther, we have seen God's hand holding,
steering, ruling and overruling in every detail.... In
the end it is God who wins. The devil and his
helpers are no match against Him.The book ends
with telling us something about Mordecai.
Everyone liked him since he worked hard for his
people, seeking   and   speaking   peace. That's  a  

One much greater than Mordecai, the Lord Jesus
Christ.... He seeks the wealth of His people.... He brings
the wealth of peace, peace with God'. He proceeds to
explain more fully how Mordecai is a type of Christ.
Highly commended!
Rev William Macleod

The Glorious Body Of Christ
R B Kuiper, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 383pp, £9.00

Most book reviews deal with new books or
recently reprinted ones. However, going on holiday
recently, I brought with me The Glorious Body of
Christ which I had bought in 1972 but, to my shame,
had not read till now. I thoroughly enjoyed reading
it and warmly recommend it. It consists of 53
chapters of around six pages each, easily read in a
short sitting. The material appeared originally as
articles in The Presbyterian Guardian and so, although
the author was Professor of Practical Theology at
Westminster Seminary, he writes for the ordinary
Christian. His style is clear and straight-forward, but
what makes it really interesting is the freshness and
rich teaching of the content. The problems of the
church which he noted in the 1950s are,
surprisingly, the same as those we face today. The
only difference is that he discerned them as coming
but we experience them more fully.
The subject covered is the church, comprehensively
dealt with – the antiquity of the church, visible and
invisible, the unity, division, holiness, catholicity,
offices, membership, keys, sacraments, inclusiveness
and exclusiveness, etc. Every chapter is packed with
instructive and edifying teaching. He lays great
emphasis on preaching to the congregation the full
counsel of God and the duty to ensure that all the
membership is fully trained in the beliefs and
practices of the Christian church.
Rev William Macleod
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“Do all things without murmurings and disputings: that ye may be blameless
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked

and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.”

Philippians 2:14-15


