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Do you pray? And do you pray regularly and 
confidently? Prayer is very important for God’s 
people. Like the Scriptures and the sacraments, 

prayer is a means of grace – something God has 
appointed whereby we may enjoy the blessings of 
salvation. James Fisher shows us the place which 
prayer has in the Christian life in his explanation of the 
Shorter Catechism: “The prayer of faith fetches home 
to the soul all the good that is wrapped up both in the 
word and in the sacraments.” We have every reason 
to pray, and every encouragement. The apostle Paul 
urged believers: “Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). Christ 
said to His disciples: “If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him?” (Luke 11:13)

It is notable how prayer featured in the early New 
Testament church. After Christ’s ascension the eleven 
apostles “continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brethren” (Acts 1:14). The same 
was seen on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was 
given, and again after the disciples were commanded 
by the religious authorities not to preach in the name 
of Jesus (Acts 2:1; 4:24). Why did the believers come 
together to engage in united intercession? They had a 
burden for Christ’s cause in the world.

The second petition of the Lord’s prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come” (Matt. 6:10), directs us to pray for 
the progress of Christ’s cause. The Bible teaches that 
there is a general kingdom of God, a kingdom which 
“ruleth over all” (Ps. 103:19). This is God’s providence, 
the power whereby He governs all His creatures and 
all their actions. We do not need to pray that God 

would reign in such a way, for He always does, it being 
necessary to Him as God. What is in view in the Lord’s 
prayer is a special kingdom which has respect to the 
church. This is the mediatorial kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
the King whom God has set upon His holy hill of Zion 
(Ps. 2:6). The second petition is bound up with the 
honour of the Redeemer, and it is one we should be 
making frequently. What does it involve?

THE KINGDOM OF SIN
The second petition implies a solemn truth: that by 
nature we are not found in the kingdom of Christ, 
but in the kingdom of Satan. The first sin of the first 
man, instigated by the devil, affected our whole race, 
for Adam was the root of all mankind and our head 
in the covenant of works, which requires perfect 
obedience. We read that after his fall Adam “begat a 
son in his own likeness, after his image” (Gen. 5:3). The 
sinfulness of the parent became the sinfulness of the 
child, and so down through all the generations since. 
The measure of right and wrong is not what we think, 
or what society says, but what God’s law dictates. 
Whatever God commands we are bound to perform, 
and whatever God forbids we are bound to refrain 
from. Judged by the moral law, which is summarised in 
the ten commandments, we are all guilty before God, 
unrighteous, and corrupt within.

Sin leads to misery. When our first parents 
disobeyed God they lost their communion with Him. 
The knowledge, righteousness and holiness that 
belonged to man in his innocency have been replaced 
by ignorance, guilt and bondage. Delight in God has 
been replaced by a dread of Him. Man is now utterly 
unable to fulfil the purpose for which he was created, 
for he is no longer the friend and servant of God but 
of the devil. This is the fearful condition of us all, 

Editorial

THY KINGDOM COME
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whatever our background. 
But there is hope for us. In 
love to His people God has 
provided a Mediator. The Son 
of God Jesus Christ took the 
place of sinners and satisfied 
God’s righteous demands for 
all who will ever trust in Him. 
When God in His sovereign 
grace brings salvation to His 
people, delivering them from the power of darkness 
and translating them into the kingdom of his dear 
Son (Col. 1:13), Christ’s kingdom comes! Those who 
experience the wonder of God’s forgiveness long to see 
others brought out of Satan’s realm. Do you have pity 
for those who are taken captive by the devil, and are 
you praying that God would destroy the kingdom of sin 
in their hearts?

THE KINGDOM OF GRACE
At the same time we must plead that the Lord would 
advance His kingdom of grace. Christ said to His disciples, 
“the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). The 
kingdom of Christ comes in our regeneration, for we 
have no place in it unless we are born again, with a 
new nature (John 3:5). Are we truly converted? Does 
Christ dwell in our hearts by faith? Our prayer must 
be, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), and, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me.” (Ps. 51:10) Christ our King wields a 
righteous sceptre. His people bow willingly before Him, 
confessing Him as their Lord (Phil. 2:10,11), and by His 
word and Spirit He works graciously in their hearts 
to make them holy like Himself. So Christ’s kingdom 
comes in our sanctification.

We also need to be kept in the kingdom of grace. As 
a King, Christ not only rules His kingdom but defends 
it from every foe. As Christians we face some powerful 
enemies in this life: the world, the flesh and the devil 
are all against us. Do you realise though that your very 
conflict with these foes is a token to you that you belong 
to Christ? We must pray daily, “I am thine, save me” (Ps. 
119:94). Because Christ loves His own, He does not 
ignore their sin; rather He lovingly rebukes them and 
chastens them for it, that their fellowship with Him 
may be restored through repentance (Rev. 3:19,20). 
While Satan cannot rob us of our salvation, he can spoil 
our service for the Lord and mar our testimony. None 
of our enemies can finally overcome us however, for 
everything is under the control of Christ, who is “head 
over all things to the church” (Eph. 1:22). So we may 
pray, “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered” (Ps. 
68:1). Is it your sincere prayer that the Lord would 
keep you from falling? In our preservation, the kingdom 
of Christ also comes.

It should be our earnest prayer that others would be 
brought into the kingdom of grace. Do you pray that the 

Lord would use the sermons 
preached in your congregation 
to the salvation of sinners? Do 
you pray that He would bless 
gospel effort throughout our 
land, that many souls would be 
set free from the ungodly ideas 
which enslave their minds, and 
the sinful habits which ruin 
their lives, trusting in Jesus 

Christ? God has granted us a great privilege as a Church, 
in that He has opened doors of opportunity for us in 
other parts of the world: pray for our congregations 
in North America, and our missionary work in Spain 
and Sri Lanka. In all the turmoils affecting the nations, 
it is a comfort to know that the Lord is able to thwart 
the devil’s designs against His church and frustrate the 
aims of wicked men: “The heathen raged, the kingdoms 
were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.” 
(Ps. 46:6) As Christ gathers His church, the kingdom 
comes!

THE KINGDOM OF GLORY
We should also pray that the Lord would hasten the 
kingdom of glory. The Lord Jesus Christ sits upon the 
throne of the universe, the exalted King of the church. 
He is also there as our great High Priest, who made 
atonement for our sins. This is the blessed view we get 
of Him in Psalm 110, and also in the book of Revelation, 
where John saw in the midst of the divine throne “a 
Lamb as it had been slain” (Rev. 5:6). Worthy indeed 
are the wounds of Christ! He suffered once, the just for 
the unjust, as our Head in the covenant of grace; now 
He gives us grace and glory. The Lord’s saving purpose 
prevails, even in the weakest of His saints.

By His sacrifice at Calvary, Christ disarmed all our 
enemies. Even death, the last enemy, can do us no 
lasting harm, because our sins, which are what gives 
death its “sting”, have been fully dealt with (1 Cor. 
15:26,56). So at the end of our lives here we will pray, 
“Into thine hand I commit my spirit” (Ps. 31:5). Christ’s 
kingdom comes in our glorification. The church, 
waiting eagerly for her King, prays, “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20), and the kingdom comes 
finally at the return of Christ from heaven, when He 
will destroy all the church’s foes. “He must reign, till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).

In difficult days for the church the Lord’s people 
may be like Elisha’s servant, trembling on seeing the 
Syrian host and crying, “Alas, my master! how shall we 
do?” Yet Elisha said to his servant: “Fear not: for they 
that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 
And Elisha interceded for his servant: “Lord, I pray 
thee, open his eyes, that he may see.” (2 Kings 6:15-17) 
So Christ helps us as we fight the good fight of faith. 
Let us take courage from these things, and continue to 
pray, “Thy kingdom come”.

Thy Kingdom Come

“He gives us grace and 
glory. The Lord’s saving 
purpose prevails, even 
in the weakest of His 
saints.”
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(Taken from ‘Christ is All: the Gospel of the Pentateuch’ 
and abridged)

“Let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a 
young bullock, without blemish, unto the Lord, for a sin-
offering.”  (Leviticus 4:3)

Reader, think much of sin. It is earth’s death-blow. 
It marred the beauty of a beauteous world. It 
stripped it of its lovely robe. It caused the soil 

to harden; the leaves to wither and decay. It turned 
fertility to weeds, and armed the brier with its bristling 
thorns. It made the clouds to blacken, and the storm to 
rage. It placed its foot upon a perfect workmanship – 
and left it a disordered wreck.

Reader, think much of sin. It is man’s ruin. Its most 
tremendous blight fell on our inner life. It drove the 
soul from peaceful fellowship with God. It robbed the 
mind of light. It rendered reason a bewildered maze. 
It made the heart a nest of unclean birds – a spring of 
impure streams – a whirlpool of tumultuous passions 
– a hotbed of ungodly lusts – a den of God-defying 
schemes. It is the malady – the misery – the shame of 
our whole race. It is the spring of every tear. It is the 
mother of that mighty monster – death. It digs each 
grave in every graveyard. It fills each hospital with 
sick. It strews the battlefield with slain. It is the core 
in every grief. It is the worm which gnaws the root of 
peace.

Reader, think much of sin. Its terrible destructions 
die not in the grave. It built the prison-house of hell. It 
kindled quenchless flames. It forged the chains, which 
bind lost sinners to their burning beds. It sharpened 
the undying sting of an upbraiding conscience. It arms 
the jailer – Satan, with his scourge. It bars the hopeless 
in that outer darkness, where weeping ever weeps – 
and wailing ever wails – and teeth for ever gnash – and 
all is woe, which knows no respite and no end. It works 
this bitter and eternal anguish, because God’s curse 
attends it. It raised a rebel-hand against His will. It 
dared to violate His holy law. It strove to lay His honour 
in the dust. It trampled on the statute-book of heaven. 

Therefore God’s anger fiercely burns against it. Hence 
every misery follows in its rear. He must be wretched 
who has God against him.

Reader, here is a picture, in which all horrors meet. 
Regard it with an earnest eye. The awful truth exceeds 
report. The lost writhe out eternity in fully learning the 
deserts of sin. These terrors are the best prelude to the 
tidings of the Sin-offering. Tears magnify the cross. The 
trembling heart is the best soil for seeds of peace. Hell 
seen betimes is hell escaped for ever. Satan disclosed, 
is Satan baffled.

RANSOM
As the bright sun behind a threatening cloud, the Sin-
offering waits to change the aspect. At Sinai’s base this 
rite steps forth to show the reconciling work of grace. 
What though your sins be countless as the sands? 
They all may disappear. What though the dye of each 
be double crimson? Each may be washed away. The 
filth may all be cleansed. The debts may be wiped out. 
The soul may meet Jehovah’s eye without one stain. 
There is a way, by which the vilest may stand pure. 
This is the blessed and the wondrous truth, which the 
Sin-offering proclaims – God’s love decreed a plan. He 
willed a ransom, and His Son achieved it. Let us draw 
nearer to the amazing sight.

When God would save, justice, and truth, and 
holiness proposed tremendous terms. Each sin must 
bear its merited load of woe. Each curse must be 
endured. Each violation of the holy law must drink 
the dregs of condemnation. Jesus comes forth to 
help. The guiltless takes the guilty place. The God-
man represents His flock. He stands their ready and 
complete Sin-offering. He pays in anguish and in 
blood their every due. Wrath is endured. Penalties are 
paid. Sufferings are suffered. Agonies are agonized. 
Infinity of woe is borne by Him. His Deity enables. His 
manhood qualifies. Thus sin is fully punished. Thus the 
redeemed are fully saved. Such are the tidings of the 
Sin-offering. All minds should ponder it.

Reader, is this truth, the light – the feast – the joy – 
the strength – the rapture of your soul? Does morning 

DEVOTIONAL
THE SIN-OFFERING

Henry Law
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The Sin-Offering

wake you to bring this offering to the Mercy-seat? Do 
you go forth with your hands resting on its head? Do 
you lie down with the blood sprinkled on the day’s 
misdeeds? It should be so. Come mark, then, how the 
Sin-offering in every part proves sin to be a vanquished 
foe.

RITE
The first example will illustrate all. The offender is the 
anointed priest (Lev. 4:3). Sin has allured – ensnared – 
defiled him. But now he sees his guilt. He cannot rest 
till pardon be obtained. God’s voice directs his course. 
He must bring a young unblemished bullock to the 
tabernacle-door. Behold the proof, that God has found 
a ransom. This is an idle and an empty rite, except it 
shows the victim of God’s choice. This is but mockery, 
except it witnesses, that help is laid on the redeeming 
Jesus. The type is clear. It ushers in the Gospel antitype. 
Atonement is indeed provided. We are not left to 
hopelessness, or human schemes. Sins are our own. 
The remedy is His.

A solemn act is next enjoined. The offender’s hands 
must touch the victim’s head. This sign too, has no 
meaning, unless it bids the sin-lost to transmit their 
guilt. Without such mind, it is a puzzling and deceiving 
shadow. But God gives not an ordinance in vain. He 
thus consents, that sin should pass to the Sin-offering. 
He thus instructs the heavy-laden to roll all on Christ.

The proxy is then slain (Lev. 4:4). Sin must have 
death. The curse must fall. God pardons not by bidding 
anger to hold back. His hatred must be shown – His 
majesty must be maintained – His truth must be 
preserved. Pardons indeed abound. They freely and 
they gladly fly. But all proceed along a blood-stained 
path. Believer, your sins slew Christ. They cannot now 
slay you. His death is yours. Therefore you live. God’s 
smile is on you, not because your sins are none, but 
because each has died in Christ.

BLOOD
The precious rite continues to unfold the Saviour’s 
worth. It shows three uses of the outpoured blood:
1. The vail is sprinkled seven times (Lev. 4:6). This 
hung before the Mercy-seat. It was the entrance to the 
holiest place. The truth is manifest. They, who would 

enter into heaven, must plead blood shed. The blood, 
which flowed at Calvary, still flows within your reach. 
Take it by faith, and mount the holy heights. You may 
have heaven, as your eternal home. Your sins are no 
insuperable bar. Without one doubt present the price. 
The gates will lift their heads. The everlasting portals 
will fly back.
2. Part dyed the golden-altar’s horns (Lev. 4:7). This 
was the place where incense rose, as emblem of 
ascending prayer. Christ’s intercession is Salvation’s 
crown. But it prevails, because its plea is blood. The 
wounded hands cannot be stretched in vain. Who, too, 
are they, who thrive most in the growth of grace, and 
work most boldly in the Saviour’s cause? They, whose 
incessant prayers most sweetly savour of the dying 
Lamb. The bleeding cross is supplication’s strength.
3. The brazen-altar drank the rest (Lev. 4:7). Thus all 
is used to bring assurance to the anxious heart. Each 
drop subserves its part. Atonement needs the whole. 
The whole is given.

FIRE
This is not all. No effort is untried to deepen peace. 
Hence we see more than the Sin-offering’s death. Other 
rites follow. The costliest parts are piled upon the 
burning altar (Lev. 4:10). The angry fire receives them, 
as its prey. It burns – it blazes, till all disappears. Thus 
wrathful fury seized the soul of Jesus. All torments 
dealt most fiercely with Him. He suffered, till eternal 
vengeance asked no more. Reader, if you are one with 
Christ, hell-pains are past for you. If you are not, they 
still remain. Alas! how shall you bear them!

Again, this is not all. The curse is linked to sin. A 
perfect Sin-offering, then, must be abhorred, as an 
accursed thing. Abomination must pursue it. Turn 
now to the type. The remnant of the victim, vile and 
contemned, is borne without the camp (Lev. 4:12). It 
is spurned, as hateful to the sight and touch. A pile of 
wood is raised. Again the fire is brought, and burning 
work re-acts its part. Here is clear emblem of Christ 
made curse for us. The garden misery showed anger 
wrestling with His soul. But further anguish presses in 
the rear. He is led out beyond the gate. The city loathes 
Him, as earth’s refuse. He hangs conspicuously a curse 
for sin. Here the last vengeance falls. Blessed are they, 
whose curse descends on the Saviour’s cross.

Reader, in pity to your soul, flee to the Sin-offering. 
Make Christ by faith your own. When fears afright – 
when Satan claims – when death draws near – when 
the great throne is set – place Him – your shield – 
before God’s wrath. They cannot fail, who thus make 
Him their All.

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us” 

– Galatians 3:13

“The curse is linked 
to sin. A perfect Sin-
offering, then, must be 
abhorred, as an accursed 
thing. Abomination must 
pursue it.”
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For a thousand years before the coming of Christ, 
and in the two thousand years since His advent, 
the song of the church has been: “The Lord doth 

reign, and cloth’d is he with majesty most bright” 
(Psalm 93:1, metrical). Or, as we have it in another 
psalm: “Among the heathen say, God reigns” (Psalm 
96:10, metrical). But what exactly does it mean to say 
that God reigns?

Chapter 2 of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
states that God has “most sovereign dominion” over all 
His creatures, to do “by them, for them, or upon them, 
whatsoever himself pleaseth” (WCF 2:2). In other 
words God, simply because He is God, can do with us, 
for us and to us whatever He desires to do. This truth 
is further developed in Chapter 3 of the Confession, 
where we learn that God did from all eternity “freely 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass” 
(WCF 3:1).

OBJECTIONS
Some may object that the doctrine that God has decreed 
everything somehow involves God in sin. In response to 
this objection, we note firstly how keen our Confession 
is to emphasise that God is not implicated in sin when 
it says, “neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creatures” (WCF 3:1). God is 
spotlessly pure and perfectly holy, and so He is very far 
from all sin. As Scripture says, “God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 

We may also respond by pointing out that in every 
instance where God has decreed a sinful event, the 
sin which brings it to pass is committed by man. The 
cross of Christ is the supreme example of that. God 
certainly determined exactly what Herod, Pilate, the 
Gentiles and the Jews would do to Jesus Christ, and the 
Scriptures foretold much of it in great detail centuries 
before it happened, but the individuals involved did it 
by their own wicked hands and were accountable for 
what they did (Acts 2:23; 4:27,28). It is summed up 
by Christ’s words in the upper room: “The Son of man 
goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by 
whom the Son of man is betrayed!” (Matt. 26:24)

Another objection might be that God only decreed 
what He saw was going to happen anyway. This is 
disproven by the hatred and violence of man against 
what God had decreed. Take the promise which God 
made to Jacob, that Israel would be a great nation and 
ultimately taken out of Egypt (Gen. 46:2-4; cp. 48:21; 
50:24). In the first chapter of Exodus we learn that as 
the Israelites multiplied, Pharaoh did all that he could 
to destroy them, and strove to ensure they would not 
leave the land of Egypt for the promised land of Canaan. 

In other words, he set himself against God’s purpose. 
Ironically, although Pharaoh did everything that was 
possible to him to thwart God’s intention, in the divine 
plan he was actually employed to bring it about.

COMFORT
God’s decree means that some men and angels are 
“predestinated unto everlasting life”, and others 
are “foreordained to everlasting death” (WCF 3:3). 
This decree is both particular and unchangeable; 
the number of each is “so certain and definite, that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished” (WCF 3:4). 
This truth is proven for us in Scripture by the apostle 
Paul. “Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” (Rom. 
8:30) None of the elect shall be lost – a matter of great 
comfort to believers in Jesus Christ.

Another aspect to our comfort as Christians is how 
God weaves together all our foolishness, stupidity and 
sins in such a way as to accomplish His will. Again we 
can see that in Jacob. At Bethel God said to Jacob: “thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the 
north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 28:14) In 
the subsequent history we read of how Laban beguiled 
Jacob, so that he married Leah before Rachel, and then 
of the jealousy between Jacob’s two wives, and the 
deals that were done by them. Yet the fact remains that 
through all the scheming that went on Jacob’s seed was 
increasing, as God had promised it would.

PRAISE
God has revealed to us the doctrine of His 
predestination in our salvation, in order that it should 
“afford matter of praise, reverence, and admiration 
of God, and of humility, diligence and abundant 
consolation, to all that sincerely obey the Gospel” 
(WCF 3:8). In other words, the more we look into this 
subject, with all the care that it is necessary for us 
to have when considering such a “high mystery”, the 
more we shall be filled with a sense of wonder and 
give God the praise and glory that belongs to Him 
alone. Is this not what we learn as we read through 
books of the Bible such as Genesis and Exodus? 
We see the wisdom and faithfulness of God to His 
covenant people, and we rejoice, because He is the 
same God today! In a world full of evil and woe, and 
seeming uncertainty, we need to hear the church 
singing continually: “Give ye the glory to the Lord that 
to his name is due” (Psalm 96:8, metrical).

DOCTRINETHE LORD REIGNS
Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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(Adapted from ‘Discourse on the Existence and 
Attributes of God’)

God’s power is divided ordinarily into absolute 
and ordinate. Absolute, is that power whereby 
God is able to do that which he will not do, 

but is possible to be done; ordinate, is that power 
whereby God doth that which he hath decreed to do, 
that is, which he hath ordained or appointed to be 
exercised; which are not distinct powers, but one and 
the same power. His ordinate power is a part of his 
absolute; for if he had not a power to do everything 
that he could will, he might not have a power to do 
everything that he doth will. The object of his absolute 
power is all things possible; such things that imply not 
a contradiction, such that are not repugnant in their 
own nature to be done, and such as are not contrary 
to the nature and perfections of God to be done.

ABILITY
God, by his absolute power, might have prevented the 
sin of the fallen angels, and so have preserved them 
in their first habitation. He might, by his absolute 
power, have restrained the devil from tempting of 
Eve, or restrained her and Adam from swallowing 
the bait, and joining hands with the temptation. By 
his absolute power, God might have given the reins to 
Peter to betray his master, as well as to deny him, and 
employed Judas in the same glorious and successful 
service wherein he employed Paul. By his absolute 
power, he might have created the world millions of 
years before he did create it, and can reduce it into its 
empty nothing this moment. This the Baptist affirms 
when he tells us, that “God is able of these stones” 
(meaning the stones in the wilderness, and not the 
people which came out to him out of Judea, which 
were children of Abraham) “to raise up children to 
Abraham” (Matt 3:9), that is, there is a possibility of 
such a thing, there is no contradiction in it, but that 
God is able to do it if he please.

WILL
But now the object of his ordinate power is all things 
ordained by him to be done, all things decreed by 
him; and because of the divine ordination of things, 
this power is called ordinate; and what is thus 
ordained by him he cannot but do, because of his 
unchangeableness. Both those powers are expressed 
(Matt. 26:53,54): “My Father can send twelve legions 
of angels,” there is his absolute power; “but how then 
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must 
be?” there is his ordinate power. As his power is free 

from any act of his will, it is called absolute; as it is 
joined with an act of his will, it is called ordinate. 
His absolute power is necessary, and belongs to his 
nature; his ordinate power is free, and belongs to his 
will, a power guided by his will: not that they are two 
distinct powers, both belonging to his nature, but the 
latter is the same with the former, only it is guided by 
his will and wisdom.

It follows, then, that the power of God is that 
ability and strength whereby he can bring to pass 
whatsoever he please, whatsoever his infinite 
wisdom can direct, and whatsoever the infinite 
purity of his will can resolve. By his power exercised, 
he doth whatsoever he actually wills; but by the 
power in his nature, he is able to do whatsoever he 
is able to will. The will of creatures may be and is 
more extensive than their power, and their power 
more contracted and shortened than their will; but, 
as the prophet saith, “His counsel shall stand, and he 
will do all his pleasure” (Isa. 46:10). His power is as 
great as his will; that is, whatsoever can fall within 
the verge of his will, falls within the compass of his 
power. Though he will never actually will this or that, 
yet supposing he should will it, he is able to perform 
it.

WORKS
Besides, this power is of that nature, that he can do 
whatsoever he pleases without difficulty, without 
resistance; it cannot be checked, restrained, 
frustrated. As he can do all things possible in regard 
of the object, he can do all things easily in regard of 
the manner of acting. What in human artificers is 
knowledge, labour, industry, that in God is his will; 
his will works without labour, his works stand forth 
as he wills them. Hands and arms are ascribed to him 
for our conceptions, because our power of acting 
is distinct from our will; but God’s power of acting 
is not really distinct from his will, it is sufficient to 
the existence of a thing that God wills it to exist; he 
can act what he will only by his will, without any 
instruments. He needs no matter to work upon, 
because he can make something from nothing; all 
matter owes itself to his creative power. All created 
agents want matter to work upon, instruments to 
work with, copies to work by, time to bring either the 
births of their minds or the works of their hands to 
perfection; but the power of God needs none of these 
things, but is of a vast and incomprehensible nature, 
beyond all these. As nothing can be done without 
the compass of it, so itself is without the compass of 
every created understanding.

DOCTRINEGOD’S POWER
Stephen Charnock
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As a Church which is committed to the Reformed 
faith, and to the Westminster Standards in 
particular, we believe it to be important that the 

training of men for our ministry is under the control of 
our Church and in the hands of those who personally 
subscribe to the whole doctrine contained in the 
Confession of Faith. What is required of our ministers is 
indicated in the following question put to probationers 
prior to their ordination (and also to ministers already 
ordained, at their admission to a pastoral charge): 
“Do you disown all Popish, Arian, Socinian, Arminian, 
Erastian, and other doctrines, tenets, and opinions 
whatsoever, contrary to, and inconsistent with, the 
foresaid Confession of Faith?” To send men elsewhere 
for their training would potentially subject them to 
teaching and viewpoints which are incompatible with 
our Church’s position.

The Free Church Seminary, which began its work 
in 2003 and is based in the premises of the Inverness 
Free Church (Continuing) congregation at Westhill, 
was established with the principle of the ecclesiastical 
oversight of ministerial training very much in mind. 
It is pleasing that, in addition to training our own 
students, the Seminary has also been able to provide 
distance-learning tuition for private students who 
were too far away to attend in person.

STUDENTS
Presently there are two divinity students in the 
Seminary who have been recognised by our Church, 
namely Mr Thomas Buchanan (Ballyclare & Doagh) 
and Mr Thomas Budgen (Stornoway). The students 
do most of their study at home, with access to their 
lecturers via email, Skype etc., but come in person 
to the Seminary each month for two days of face-
to-face tuition. The set-up requires a high degree of 
commitment and effort on the part of the students. 
They must organise their time between lectures in 
the diligent pursuit of their studies. This is by no 
means easy, especially with the demands of family 
life and the temptations which may come with 
studying at home. However, the arrangement has the 
great benefit of providing students with a realistic 
preparation for the situation they will face in the 
pastoral ministry. On top of all this, students for the 
ministry have to respond to frequent demands to 
conduct services in various congregations around the 
Church, which involves the preparation of sermons 
and often considerable travel.

COURSE
There are a number of subjects which are covered over 

a three or four year period: Hebrew and Old Testament, 
Greek and New Testament, Systematic Theology, 
Church History and Pastoral Theology. The primary 
aim of the course is to prepare men for the preaching 
ministry, and while the more academic areas of each 
subject are not neglected, the course is designed to 
enable men to be faithful and able ministers of the 
Gospel. There are also practical aspects to the course, 
in that the students are expected to participate in 
outreach work in their local congregations, as well as 
taking part in preaching classes. The latter includes 
preaching in a congregational service, after which the 
students are examined and advised by the lecturer in 
Pastoral Theology. 

Fellowship between the students is encouraged, and 
that they interact with others who love the truth. To 
help foster such fellowship, all students for the ministry 
of the Free Church (Continuing) are required, as part of 
their course, to attend the annual School in Theology 
at Larbert where they are able to meet and mix, not 
only with men who are already in the ministry, but also 
with visitors from other ecclesiastical backgrounds 
who attend the School.

LECTURERS
Each subject taught at the Seminary has its own 
lecturer who is either still active in a pastoral charge 
or has recently retired from one. This is an important 
aspect of the Seminary – one which we believe helps 
to prevent an over-emphasis on theoretical study 
and promotes the practical application of the various 
subjects to the down-to-earth work of the pastoral 
ministry. The Seminary has five lecturers, one of whom 
(Rev. John Keddie) is also the Principal. The Seminary 
produces its own yearly Journal, which is edited by Mr 
Keddie and to which each of the lecturers contributes 
articles.

Through the work of the Seminary, its lecturers 
and others have been given the privilege of being part 
of the Lord’s work in various countries throughout 
the world. Men have been to China, Spain, Zambia, 
Sri Lanka and other places. The Seminary has been 
provided with opportunities to promote Reformed 
teaching elsewhere, and even to help with training 
men for the ministry beyond our own ranks.

We are thankful to the Lord for the Seminary and its 
work, and value the interest and support of the Church 
at large for its operation and continued usefulness. 
Please pray especially for the raising up of men for 
our ministry, and for the men who have been provided 
by the Lord to teach in the Seminary, both past and 
present.

DOCTRINETHE FREE CHURCH 
SEMINARY

Rev. Henry J. T. Woods
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(Abridged from an address given at the 2017 Highland 
Bible Conference in Inverness)

Biblical separation is a doctrine which used to be 
taken very seriously by evangelicals but is no 
longer so. Indeed many who wrote on it in the 

last century have now changed their minds. As a result 
the evangelical world has become less distinct and 
more blurred with the world and worldly churches.

Separation is part of holiness. From all eternity God 
separated a people for Himself, and when they are 
separated by His Spirit He puts it into their minds that 
they must be separated from sin, and this comes out 
in their practice. It is not a new doctrine of the New 
Testament. Consider Paul’s words to the Corinthians: 
“And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor. 6:16-18) Here Paul quotes from 
Leviticus, Isaiah and Jeremiah. There have always 
been two distinct peoples, two distinct paths and two 
distinct destinations.

The doctrine of separation is summed up in 
Revelation Chapter 18. Christ will come suddenly and 
He is warning his professing people to separate from 
Babylon and all that it stands for, because if they are still 
among them when He comes, then they are partakers 
of their sins and guilty by moral association; thus they 
will be partakers of her plagues, which are symbols 
of God’s wrath. Babylon was a city of the world, and 
it had within it not just atheism but corrupt religion, 
which is personified by the church of Rome but may 
include other branches of the visible church. It is not 
just an abstract separation from evil as a principle, for 
God says, “Come out of her, my people” (v.4). It involves 
a certain separation from sinners, because you cannot 
have sin without sinners.

THE NECESSITY FOR SEPARATION
Richard Lenski says that “the constant danger 
confronting God’s people is to be taken in, to be 
tempted in the things of Babylon.” He gives a definition 
of Babylon as an ecclesiastical, sinful, degenerating 
party. There are people who just love to be separate 
and these are proud isolationists, like the Pharisees. 
That is not biblical separation. If you are separated 
from something it ought to be because you have an 
“expulsive power of a new affection” to be sanctified to 
the Lord. There is a necessity for separation running 
through the Bible. God commands it, and to disobey 
God is not the path to blessing. You will lose your 
distinct witness if you are not separate. You cannot be 
a faithful witness if your attitude is, “Well, I don’t like 
all these things that are going on, but I am not moving 
out of it!”

Conscience is powerful when it comes to the Word 
of God. There is a broad way that leads to destruction. 
Many religious people are on it, but you cannot be 
assured you are on the right path unless you respond 
rightly. There is also what some people would call a 
partial separation. James Durham was a Covenanter 
preacher and the Covenanters believed in separation. 
He said: “We acknowledge some to be churches but we 
cannot communicate in some things with them.” Any 
communication “has to be for some urgent or lawful 
occasion, spiritual or temporal”. In other words, there 
is some danger if you continue to associate with certain 
churches. There is an urgency in Revelation Chapter 18; 
the words imply that God’s professing people were not 
taking this matter seriously. There is a suddenness to 
the ruin of Babylon, and Durham emphasises that the 
Lord’s people had need to keep a distance morally and 
spiritually from her. They would have no evidence that 
they were the Lord’s if they disobeyed and remained 
attached. That is a summary of the biblical doctrine.

The Westminster Confession of Faith covers this 
doctrine and interestingly it is in Chapter 20 on 
‘Christian Liberty’: “And for their publishing of 
such opinions, or maintaining of such practices, as 
are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

BIBLICAL SEPARATION
Rev. James Clark
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principles of Christianity, whether concerning faith, 
worship, or conversation; or to the power of godliness; 
or such erroneous opinions or practices, as either 
in their own nature, or the manner of publishing or 
maintaining them, are destructive to the external 
peace and order which Christ hath established in the 
church; they may lawfully be called to account, and 
proceeded against by the censures of the church and 
by the power of the civil magistrate.” (WCF 20:4) There 
is a guarding here of the distinctiveness of those who 
adhere to biblical doctrine, worship and practice, in 
relation to those who do not. Among the scripture 
proofs given are: “If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your house, neither 
bid him God speed; for he 
that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds.” (2 
John 10,11) And: “If any man 
teach otherwise, and consent 
not to wholesome words, even 
the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...from such withdraw 
thyself.” (1 Timothy 6:3-5) In 
the letters to the churches in the book of Revelation, the 
Lord commends Ephesus: “thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 
liars”. He then condemns Pergamos: “So hast thou also 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 
thing I hate.” (Rev. 2:2,15) Pergamos is rebuked, not 
just for tolerating certain doctrines but certain people 
who are among them. Separation is not just from error, 
but from the people who hold it.

THE MEANING OF SEPARATION
While separation is a spiritual matter it does 
sometimes involve a physical separation, as in Psalm 
1: you do not walk with the ungodly, you do not sit 
with them. It is easy to separate from the world; that 
is not the danger nowadays. The danger is that we are 
associating with people, and morally involved with 
them, who are teaching and practising things which 
are clearly contrary to Scripture. There are four marks 
of a corrupt church:

The first mark is dishonesty. The Church of Rome, 
for example, holds to some doctrines of the Word but 
not all. Then there are churches which leave out certain 
things in order not to repel sinners from joining. This 
is quite different from the New Testament where we 
read of those who saw the church and what it stood 
for and did not dare to join it (Acts 5:13). They were 
very aware of crossing a line. Dishonesty is seen when 
one doctrine is emphasised but not others. Heaven is 
full but hell is empty nowadays; God is love and doesn’t 
seem to be anything else.

Another mark is that man is put before God. There is 
a sinner-centred message which pushes aside the glory 

of God, the exaltation of Christ and the sovereignty of 
free grace in saving sinners. People listen to men for 
wisdom and glory in men. Man can promote himself, 
using the media to highlight his own achievements. 
Man is put before God, but to put love for sinners before 
love for God is to reverse the two tables of the Law.

A third mark is a superstitious use of the sacraments. 
It is not just the Church of Rome that does this. Baptism 
can be over-emphasised as if it was a ticket to heaven. 
There is no efficacy in any sacrament except by faith. 
The Lord’s Supper is disparaged nowadays. The old 
tradition of being prepared to come to the Lord’s table 
has fallen away. We have communions which begin 

one day and end the next. 
They have made a holy thing 
common, by having little or 
no preparation prior to the 
Lord’s table.

The final mark of a corrupt 
church is the non-use or abuse 
of discipline. In some places it 
is not used at all and in other 
places there is respect of 
persons. Non-use can be by 

protecting sinners who have openly committed sin. 
Certain people are allowed to sit at the Lord’s table 
when they have not expressed any repentance towards 
God. If the sin is public the church cannot restore the 
person unless he or she displays some kind of sorrow 
for the sin committed – the sin which put them out 
of communion in the first place. There can also be an 
abuse of discipline and that was seen in January 2000.

THE CALL TO SEPARATION
What is going to happen to the corrupt church – to 
Babylon and those associated with her? In a word, 
justice. Babylon was self-confident; she had the 
numbers, she was well supported – but she fell (Rev. 
18:7,8). There is an emphasis on her ruin in the way 
the words are repeated, “Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen” (v.2). People say, “Let’s forget all about it,” but 
the sins of Babylon “have reached unto heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities” (v.5). Sin forgotten 
or covered up by man is remembered by God unless 
there is a sincere repentance. There were God’s people 
in Babylon. Some are born into Babylon, into corrupt 
denominations; they grow up in them, and unless the 
Lord undeceives them, they will probably die in them. 
Others go into these corrupt churches because they are 
attracted to the social setting: the young especially are 
drawn to crowds of young people. Or people may be 
attracted to false claims which are made. The Church 
of Rome says: “We are the true church; come to us and 
we will do everything for you.” The charismatics say: 
“Come to us, because we have the Spirit and nobody 
else has it.” In a day of religious declension people are 
no longer happy with the simplicity that is in Christ 

“Others go into these 
corrupt churches because 
they are attracted to the 
social setting: the young 
especially are drawn to 
crowds of young people.”
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Jesus. As A W Tozer said so well: 
“if Christ is the only attraction at 
your church, you are not going to 
be very popular.”

Some think separation is going 
too far. Conscience does come 
into this and conscience works on 
knowledge. James Durham asks: 
“What is the biblical warrant for 
separation?” He says there is no communion between 
those who follow Christ according to the Word of God 
and those who claim to be following Him in some 
other way. He says you cannot shun their sins or testify 
against their sins if you stay inside. He says that if you 
stay you are in danger of being dragged in deeper 
and deeper; in the end your conscience is smothered 
and you will condone something that you would have 
condemned twenty years ago: we are seeing this in the 
church today. He says people have God’s call to come 
out: Babel is not going to get any better, it is going to 
get worse – and we are seeing that year after year. 
Then he says that when her sins come to a height her 
judgment shall delay no longer, and that this urges a 
local separation, a physical separation, because her 
plagues will come suddenly in one day (v.8). Again he 
says it is the Lord God who judges her and sad it will be 
for those who are on the other end of it. God’s people 
rejoice over her fall (v.20), so it is better to be out from 
among them and be separate before the Lord comes.

If there is nothing to keep a church or a local 
congregation separate, it will soon join and be 
swallowed up by the majority. People say we have 
to stay in and fight from the inside, but that is like 
ten against ten thousand today. There will be a 
separation on the Day of Judgment and this is a 
warning beforehand. Conscience does have a fear 
sometimes and there is good ground to be afraid. 
Babylon’s destruction will be sudden. They were not 
expecting it. God’s people will come out to follow 
Christ, going outside the camp, because they have 
been convicted and are fleeing from the wrath to 
come. It means giving up something, but you cannot 
follow Christ without self-denial. You will have to give 
up the crowds and the carnal security. Moses did that, 
bearing the reproach of Christ (Heb. 11:24-27). We 
cannot condone or approve those who stay in. We 
cannot come out and say, “Yes, but it is alright if you 
stay in.” There is a place for conscience but only one 
person can be right and that Person is God. He says: 
“Come out!”

OBJECTIONS TO SEPARATION
Some people say this was written 2,000 years ago and 
is now irrelevant, but has the reason for separation 
gone? If Paul said, “mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17), then have 

things become better? People 
may say, “What about love?” The 
Lord must be loved first. Jesus 
said, quite severely we might 
think, that we cannot put any 
of our family before Him (Luke 
14:26). If you must not put your 
nearest and dearest relations 
before Him, you certainly must 

not put any denomination before Him. Others may say, 
“Can we not come to a compromise? Can we not agree 
on four things out of seven, and get along that way?” 
But the truth is not ours to give away. Still others may 
say, “Should we not be pursuing unity?” Yes, but as Dr 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, it must be unity in the truth 
– there can be no other kind, otherwise we should 
be partakers of other men’s sins. Better an angry 
devil than a subtle one, said M’Cheyne. The devil has 
produced many objections against separation, because 
he wants to take as many with him as he can. Lot 
perhaps thought, “I will stay in and reform Sodom”, but 
God said, “Get out”: come out from the company, the 
beliefs and the practices. We have to come out if we are 
going to go forth unto Christ. As Matthew Henry said, 
this is needful, but how little we fear God’s judgments 
upon sin!

Charles Spurgeon was involved in the Downgrade 
Controversy at the end of the nineteenth century. He 
wrote about churches which had gone astray, despite 
them saying that they still believed the Bible. He 
comments that in every errant course there is always a 
first step, a wrong step. He did not disguise his enmity 
for the modern innovations: “These destroyers of our 
churches appear to be as content with their work as 
monkeys with their mischief. That which their fathers 
would have lamented, they now rejoice in.” Spurgeon 
was pilloried but he said well, we can only have one 
creed. He said, “One thing is clear to us, we cannot be 
expected to meet in any union which comprehends 
those whose teaching on fundamental points is the 
exact reverse of that which we hold dear, cost what it 
may. To separate ourselves from those who separate 
themselves from the truth of God is not just our liberty, 
but our duty.”

A W Tozer asks a few pertinent questions: “Are you 
a member of a local church with which you disagree? Is 
the whole counsel of God declared there? Are you now 
in such a compromising position that you are actually 
destroying the very things you once upheld?” Tozer 
has words which may help to keep us from becoming 
proud of taking a stand when he reminds us that 
separation is part of holiness: “Christian people ought 
so to live that it were idle to speak of a comparison 
between them and the men of the world. There should 
not be a comparison but a contrast between those who 
love the truth and those who do not.” Let us lay these 
things to our hearts.

“There should not be 
a comparison but a 
contrast between those 
who love the truth and 
those who do not.”
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School in Theology  (Rev. James Haram)

The 65th Free Church School in Theology, which 
receives support from the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing), met in Carronvale House, 

Larbert, recently. It was encouraging this year that 
numbers were up on the previous year and as usual 
there was plenty of warm and joyful fellowship, which 
included brethren from various churches throughout 
the United Kingdom, Ireland and The Netherlands.

The School begins with the brethren meeting 
together for dinner at 6:00pm on the Monday night, 
and is followed by the first paper of the School at 
7:00pm. As 2017 is the year of commemoration of 
Martin Luther, it was fitting that the first paper was a 
historical paper on ‘Luther the Reformer’ by Rev. John 
Keddie. Mr Keddie reminded us that Martin Luther 
was God’s man for the times. He was a man of courage. 
He was a man of conviction. He was a man of prayer. He 
was a man of the gospel and evangelical religion which 
he came to embrace with his whole being. He was a 
man of vast intellect and industry. He believed in the 
authority of Scripture. He believed in the sovereignty 
of grace. We cannot but admire him and thank God 
that He raised him for the work of reformation. It stirs 
us, surely, to cry out to the Lord with great urgency 
and importunity today for such a man of God for the 
reformation of the Church in our land and the western 
world. We are encouraged surely to follow him as he 
followed Christ. The evening was suitably closed by a 
time of worship and fellowship.

Each day began with a prayer meeting, followed by a 
hearty breakfast, which in turn was followed by a time 

of devotion led by one of the men. Then the morning 
session began, which included either a missionary 
report or various book reviews, a tea and coffee break 
and then that morning’s theological paper.

The men then broke for lunch, and much theological 
discussion concerning the morning’s deliberations 
took place around the various dining tables. After a 
short period of free time, which was either spent in 
walking the grounds of Larbert, visiting the book table 
provided very kindly by the Evangelical Bookshop, 
Belfast, or spending the time on the 18-hole putting 
course of Carronvale House, the afternoon session 
took place where another paper was delivered and 
discussed. Dinner and plenty more discussion followed 
and was enjoyed. In the evening session, the final paper 
of that day was given.

Tuesday’s missionary report was brought by Rev. 
Gerald Procee, a board member of Come Over and 
Help Us (COAH), a missionary organisation which aids 
churches and Christians in Eastern Europe and Russia. 
He gave an insight for the brethren into the challenges 
and encouragements of the church situation in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union. Tuesday’s 
theological paper was given by Rev. Iain Smith on the 
‘Typology of the Tabernacle’, a study that helpfully 
looked at the types found in the Tabernacle that all 
point to Christ.

Tuesday’s afternoon paper was given by Rev. Dr 
Pieter de Vries, minister of the Restored Reformed 
Congregations, on an ‘Overview of the Church in the 
Netherlands’. He explained the complex nature of the 
history of the Netherlands’ Church situation, which is 
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Dores Youth Conference (courtesy of Rev. Davide Ratti)

not dissimilar to the complexity of the history of the 
Scottish Church situation, with its various splits and 
unions over the decades.

Tuesday evening’s paper was ‘What is the Allegory 
in Galatians 4:22-31?’, given by Rev. Murdo Maciver. Mr 
Maciver explained that Galatians 4:22-31 is an allegory 
of the two dispensations of the one Covenant of Grace: 
the one perverted into a Christ plus law/works-
based salvation; the other the true means of salvation 
through the Gospel, whereby a man is justified by faith 
alone, having no confidence in the flesh, law or works, 
but looking and trusting and relying on the promises, 
which in Him are yea and in Him Amen unto the glory 
of God by us (2 Cor 1:20.).

Wednesday morning’s session was spent with a 
very helpful hour on book reviews, and the theological 
paper on the ‘Pastoral Implications of Marriage and 
Divorce’, by Rev. James Gracie. This helpful paper 
managed to create much discussion, comments and 
questions which carried on into the break.

Wednesday’s afternoon session was spent on a 
business meeting, where all the decisions for subjects 
and speakers were discussed and decided for the 
forthcoming School of Theology in 2018.

Wednesday’s evening paper was given by Rev. 
Malcolm Watts on ‘The place of Faith in Justification’, 
which was found by the brethren to be a moving, 
experiential and Christ-honouring session. Each day 
the meetings came to a close with a time of worship 
and then the fellowship and discussions would often 
carry on into the early hours of the next day.

Thursday morning’s paper was given by the Rev. 
James MacInnes on the ‘Use and Abuse of Digital 
Media’, which focused on social media. It recognised 
that social media presents a great gospel opportunity 
– but this must be used wisely so that the message is 
not compromised by the constraints of the medium. In 
the providence of God the development of the printing 
press was key in advancing the Reformation and 
allowed Luther’s writings to be ‘retweeted’ and ‘liked’ 
and ‘shared’.

As usual the School of Theology closed after the 
Thursday morning’s theological paper, when thanks 
were given to God for His many mercies, to the staff of 

Carronvale House for their feeding and looking after 
the brethren, the committee and the secretary of the 
School of Theology for all their work in organising 
the School, and Mr Colin Campbell the manager of the 
Evangelical Bookshop, Belfast.

All the lectures were recorded and can be found on 
sermonaudio.com on the Partick FC(C) page.

Lord willing, the 66th School in Theology is due to 
take place on 3rd to 6th September 2018 at Carronvale 
House, Larbert.

Dores Youth Conference (Mrs Flora Roberts)

On Saturday 16th September a group of young 
people gathered together at Dores Free Church 
(Continuing). The purpose of the meeting was 

to think about the topic ‘Balancing Your Priorities’ in a 
way that honours God.

Rev. Harry Woods, Beauly, gave two short talks – 
one in the morning, and one in the afternoon. After 
each of these, the young people spent time chatting 
in smaller groups considering answers to a range of 
questions which were posed – these ranged from the 
practical to the theological.

The plenary discussions were chaired by Rev. James 
MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath, and proved a useful 
summary of all that had been discussed. The message 
throughout the day was clear: “Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth”. Our first priority is 
to seek and find the Lord. It was a thought-provoking 
and enjoyable day for everyone who attended, and a 
great opportunity for young people to meet together 
and consider the most important things in life.

It is hoped the next conference will be held in March, 
God willing. The two addresses can be found online at: 
bible-sermons.org.uk/audio-sermons/3961
bible-sermons.org.uk/audio-sermons/3962

A Plea from Papua (Eastern Indonesia) 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

The indigenous Papuans are ethnically 
Melanesian and overwhelmingly Christian. 
Indonesia invaded in 1962 and in 1969 the UN 

transferred sovereignty to Indonesia. Papua has since 
been ‘Javanised’, Islamised and thoroughly militarised. 
Papuans suffer from gross and systematic human rights 
abuses; indeed, they are facing ‘a slow-motion genocide’. 
On 26 September exiled Papuan independence leader, 
Benny Wenda, presented a petition to the United 
Nations in New York. Containing some 1.8 million 
Papuan signatures, the petition appealing for self-
determination had been conducted in secret over 
several months and smuggled out of Indonesia. While 
Wenda insists the UN acknowledged receipt of the 
petition, Jakarta rejects this and has deemed the 
petition a ‘hoax’. Meanwhile, the Venezuelan chair of 
the relevant UN committee denies ever receiving it. 
Please pray for the Church in Papua.
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COMMENT
SUSPECT SURVEYS
Are Protestants turning Papist?

According to a ‘Pew Research Center’ survey 
conducted in the USA recently, Protestants are 
becoming less like Luther and more like Rome. 

When it comes to the Reformation watchwords of sola 
scriptura (scripture alone) and sola fide (faith alone), 
most American Protestants are apparently unable to 
affirm either. It is claimed that by a small majority 
Protestants look to the Bible plus the Church for 
guidance, and say that faith and deeds are needed to 
get into heaven. A similar survey in Western Europe, 
which included the UK, questioned Protestants on the 
second issue: the proportion affirming the need for 
faith and deeds was the same, but there were more 
“don’t knows”.

As with most surveys of this kind, the findings 
should be treated with a healthy dose of scepticism. 
The questions were poorly framed, the definitions of 
‘scripture alone’ and ‘faith alone’ being misleading 
and the alternative responses provided quite 
unsatisfactory. Take the question on Scripture. The 
first option is: “The Bible provides all religious 
guidance Christians need”; the second option is: “In 
addition to the Bible, Christians need guidance from 
church teachings, traditions”. The problem is that the 
first option does not precisely represent the Reformed 
position. In some ways the second is closer to it, for we 
allow that confessions, catechisms and preaching have 
a role to play in the instruction of God’s people. Thus 
by altering the meaning of sola scriptura, it is made to 
look as though Protestants generally are moving in a 
Romeward direction.

While we are only too aware that a declension 
in biblical religion has occurred in recent decades, 
believers should not be unduly alarmed by surveys 
of alleged ‘Christian’ or ‘Protestant’ thought, teaching 
and trends. It is in the nature of these surveys to 
show something striking, and even to create a sense 
of alarm: they are hardly undertaken to reinforce the 
status quo, and if the results happen to do that, they 
will usually go unpublished! The reality is that God’s 
Word and Christ’s kingdom will always prevail. “My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure” (Isa. 
46:10). The Reformation itself is a reminder to us that 
however bad things may appear on the surface, the 
Lord will always maintain a witness to the truth that 
cannot be obliterated.

ROME’S RELICS
The delusion of venerating saints

In September the Roman Catholic Church announced 
that the bones of St Peter have been found (again). 
A workman involved in the renovation of the 

Church of Santa Maria in Cappella, which is located on 
the banks of the river Tiber in Rome and dates from 
1090, made the discovery ‘by chance’ when he lifted 
up a marble slab and found two clay pots containing 
human bones. Inscriptions on the lids declared that 
the bones belonged to Peter, three early popes and 
four early Christian martyrs.

Regarding Peter’s bones, the existence of these 
relics has been ‘known’ for centuries, because of 
a stone inscription in the building claiming that 
they were there, along with a fragment of a dress 
belonging to the ‘Blessed Virgin’. A DNA examination 
of the bones will now be made to see if they match 
‘other’ bones belonging to Peter which are already in 
the Vatican’s possession. Excavations below St Peter’s 
Basilica in the 1940s revealed a casket full of bones 
– the casket bearing the ‘helpful’ inscription, “Peter 
is here”. In 1968 Pope Paul VI declared the bones to 
be Peter’s, and they were publicly unveiled by Pope 
Francis at a mass in 2013. But, if Rome already has 
the bones, how is it that a new set has turned up? Will 
Rome soon have more bones than actually make up a 
skeleton? The Bible warns us of such “lying wonders” 
(2 Thess. 2:9).

The Holy Scriptures, with the blessing of God upon 
them, are wholly sufficient for our faith and assurance. 
Relics of any kind are not only unnecessary for faith 
but serve only to spread superstition and promote 
idolatry. Yet among the relics on display for veneration 
in Roman Catholic churches in the UK today are: a 
shoulder bone of St Margaret (in Dunfermline); a 
hand of St Edmund (near Wigan); a finger bone of St 
Winefride (in Holywell, Wales); and a jawbone of St 
Patrick (in County Antrim). Fragments of the bones of 
‘saints’ are embedded into the altars in every Roman 
Catholic place of worship.

There are other bones that Rome would prefer to 
keep quiet about. In 2014 the remains of 796 infants 
were found in County Galway on ground belonging to 
a former home for unmarried mothers which operated 
from 1925 to 1961 and was run by nuns. There were 
no burial records for these children. Sadly it seems 
that not all bones are equal.
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JAMES BUCHANAN
Christian apologist, theologian and preacher

Rev. John W. Keddie

Anative of Paisley in the West of Scotland, James 
Buchanan (1804-1870) was a noted Reformed 
theologian of the old school. He attracted 

a considerable reputation as a powerful and able 
preacher. His preaching was full and biblical with, 
it is said, flights of oratory. He studied in Glasgow 
before entering the ministry in 1827 at Roslyn near 
Edinburgh. It was at North Leith, however, that he 
made his mark, ministering there from 1828 until 
1840; at one point George Smeaton was an assistant 
to Buchanan. Thereafter Buchanan became co-pastor 
with Robert Gordon (1786-1853), another fine divine, 
at the High Kirk of St Giles. Buchanan and Gordon were 
in that charge for three years, when they ‘came out’ at 
the Disruption, Buchanan becoming the first minister 
of Free St Stephen’s in Edinburgh.

James Buchanan’s preaching was doctrinally 
sound and warmly experiential. This is evident from 
two ‘best-selling’ books he produced on ‘affliction’: 
Comfort in Affliction (1837) and Improvement of 
Affliction (1840). These are lovely books of practical 
divinity. Comfort in Affliction was republished by Free 
Presbyterian Publications in 1989. It is said that these 
books emerged from his own frequent bouts of ill-
health. Buchanan was very much taken up with the 
revival movement that swept through Scotland in the 
late 1830s and continued during the period of the 
Disruption.

In the context of the post-Disruption Free Church, 
Buchanan was appointed Professor of Apologetics 
at the New College in Edinburgh in 1845 and two 
years later took the chair of Systematic Theology 
after Chalmers’ passing. This 
Chair seemed more suited to him, 
though he did produce effective 
apologetic literature, such as his 
massive and highly regarded two-
volume Faith in God and Modern 
Atheism Compared (1855). But 
in terms of his written work he 
has become best known for two 
pieces. First, there is his Office 
and Work of the Holy Spirit (1843), 
a beautiful volume which arose 
from his preaching ministry. 
There seems little doubt that 
from the standpoint of Reformed 
pneumatology this work, together 
with George Smeaton’s later 

lecture series, The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit (1882), 
represent the very best of treatments of the Spirit’s 
work of any age. Happily they have both been reprinted 
by the Banner of Truth Trust and are still to be obtained. 
Besides this, James Buchanan’s Cunningham Lectures 
for 1867 on The Doctrine of Justification has proved to 
be an enduring standard on that central Reformation 
doctrine, again, happily available in recent years 
through the Banner of Truth. Buchanan consistently 
maintained a high view of Scripture and Confessional 
teaching throughout his ministerial life.

As we have noted already, like so many of the 
Disruption men, James Buchanan had a keen and 
practical interest in revival. This is evident in his 
work on the Spirit, but also in records of the revival 
movements around 1860. In that connection we read 
in Annals of the Disruption (1893): 

“From Dumfriesshire, we have the experience of Dr. 
James Buchanan, Professor in the New College, who, 
with his calm mind, would have been the last man 
to over-estimate the reality. ‘A venerable ancestor of 
mine attended the revival at Cambuslang, and was 
spared to the ripe age of ninety years; and it was from 
his venerable lips, and most exemplary character, 
that I was first led to take a delight in the writings of 
Owen, Traill, and Witherspoon, which were his daily 
companions. More recently, I have been privileged to 
witness the effects of the revival in the country district 
in which I reside in summer. For the last seventeen 
years, during which I have had the summer at my 
own disposal, I have been in the habit of preaching 
regularly, on the Lord’s day evening, in the open air in 
Dumfriesshire... During these seventeen years, I had 
no evidence, though I had no doubt that the good seed 
sown was not thrown altogether away; but I could not 
put my hand upon a single case of decided conversion. 
Last year, suddenly, and without apparently any 

human instrumentality to 
account for it, the whole district 
was visited with an outpouring 
of the Spirit of God. Now, in my 
immediate neighbourhood, I can 
point to many households where, 
for the first time, family worship 
has been established and is now 
regularly maintained. The whole 
morals of the district seem to 
have undergone a complete 
change... I know intemperance and 
profligacy of all kinds have been 
checked, and that the minds of the 
whole community have become 
impressed and awed by a sense of 
Divine things.’ ”

CHURCH HISTORY

A young James Buchanan 
(banneroftruth.org)
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The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
George Smeaton, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 
400pp, £16.00

The Banner of Truth has recently reproduced 
a selection of its earlier publications of 
classic reformed works, including this one 

by George Smeaton. The author was one of the first 
generation of Free Church of Scotland ministers in 
the 19th Century. He served in the chair of divinity 
in the Free Church College in Aberdeen (1853-57) 
before moving to New College, Edinburgh, where he 
taught New Testament from 
1857 to 1889. He was highly 
esteemed as a theologian 
by his contemporaries and 
remains so by those familiar 
with his work today.

The content of this book 
was first delivered and 
published as Smeaton’s 
Cunningham Lectures in 
1882. It was reprinted in 
1889 and this edition is a 
re-typeset publication of 
that work. It is well bound 
and presented with clear 
chapter outlines and subject 
headings. Of particular 
help are capitalised and 
italicised words and phrases 
in the body of the text that 
emphasise key points. 

The work is divided 
into three main sections. 
In the first section, it is 
Smeaton’s aim “to set forth 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
exegetically”, and he does 
this beginning with Genesis 
and moving into the New 
Testament in a biblical-theological development of 
the doctrine. Many texts are handled and because of 
this, exegesis of each text is necessarily limited, but 
overall a comprehensive picture of the doctrine is 
well established. Appropriate emphasis is placed on 
key sections, e.g. John 14-16 and Romans 8 where 
Scripture has a particular focus on the Holy Spirit.

The second section builds upon this biblical 
foundation by looking at the doctrine of the Spirit 
dogmatically. Smeaton begins with the Personality 
and Procession of the Spirit in relation to the Trinity 

before considering the Spirit’s Work in the anointing 
of Christ, the Inspiration of the Scriptures, and the 
Regeneration of individuals. The final two chapters 
in this section consider the Spirit as the Spirit of 
Holiness and the Spirit’s Work in the Church. It was 
the opinion of James MacGregor that Smeaton had 
“the best constituted mind in Christendom” in his 
day, and the reader will come to understand how his 
friend came to that conclusion. Not only does he deal 
with all the key aspects of the doctrine with clarity to 
give us understanding, but we are led to worship. The 
lasting impression the book left on this reviewer was 
that of an increasing sense of need of the Holy Spirit 
for every aspect of the Christian life and Christian 
service, and a heart cry that God would give the Spirit, 
without Whom we can do nothing.

The final section is a historical-theological survey 
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit from the apostolic 

age up to the 19th Century. 
Smeaton moves through the 
Trinitarian controversies 
of the early Church, and 
the great debate between 
the Eastern and Western 
Church on the procession 
of the Spirit. The Pelagian 
controversy is assessed in its 
relation to the work of the 
Holy Spirit and the recovery 
of the Augustinian doctrine 
at the Reformation and its 
greatest development in the 
Puritan writings of men such 
as John Owen is outlined. The 
post Reformation departures 
from orthodox doctrine, e.g. 
Arminianism and Liberal 
Protestantism, are also 
helpfully critiqued.

The Banner of Truth 
is to be commended for 
republishing this classic 
work. There are a number 
of more modern works on 
the Holy Spirit that readers 
will also profit greatly from. 
They may have an advantage 

over a work like this in that they include historical 
theological developments from the 19th century 
and contemporary debates. However, none of them 
surpass this work. A century later we can still agree 
with B. B. Warfield that Smeaton’s work is one of 
the best books ever to be published on the subject 
and for this reason our review must end with a 
recommendation. Buy this book and read it. Read it 
more than once.
Rev. Gavin Beers

BOOK
REVIEWS
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Book Reviews

I Shall Not Die, But 
Live: Facing Death 
With Gospel Hope
Douglas Taylor, 
Banner of Truth 
Trust, hbk, 331pp, 
£13.00

This is a precious 
book which 
was spiritually 

profitable to read. 
Douglas Taylor was 
Assistant Editor at 
the Banner of Truth 
Trust in Edinburgh 
for fourteen years 
until ill-health forced 
him to stand down in 

2011. He was diagnosed with inoperable liver cancer. 
One morning the verse came to his mind: “I shall not 
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.” (Ps. 
118:17) The hope rose within him that he might be 
able to do some worthwhile writing in the time that 
remained to him in this world. The result was his 
internet blog headed ‘Works Worth Declaring’.

The author’s desire in writing was to glorify God 
and to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. This he certainly 
did, not least as it is obvious he was wonderfully 
upheld by the Lord in his illness, being enabled to 
take his providence graciously and to bear bright 
testimony to the grace, faithfulness and blessing of 
God through affliction.

The book comprises 247 of his 651 blog posts. 
Each piece comprises meditations on a Scripture 
verse or truth or some aspect of Christian experience. 
Most pieces amount to 1 or 1½ pages which makes 
the book suitable for reading when time is limited or 
as a daily devotional help.

Given the situation the author was in and the 
knowledge that death was likely not far away, his 
mind was obviously focussed on the things that 
matter most. It is clear that the promises of God and 
comforts of the Scriptures were truly precious to Mr 
Taylor. His affliction was blessed to him and he was 
able to comfort others in trouble by the comfort 
wherewith he himself was comforted of God.

Here we have true, experimental heart religion as 
opposed to a cold academic exercise. Here is genuine 
Christian experience. These are thoughtful, Christ-
centred meditations, tender and pastoral, flowing 
from a humble heart of one bearing sincere witness 
for his Lord. He also points unconverted sinners to 
a willing Saviour. He quotes from sound writers, the 
Scottish Psalter and devotional hymns. It is pleasing 
to see the use of the Authorised Version of the Bible.

By the grace of God Mr Taylor could testify that 
“though there are aspects of having a terminal cancer 

which are painful and burdensome to flesh and 
blood, I would not change places with anyone, nor 
would I want anyone to pity me. The Lord has dealt 
bountifully with me, and I thank him for it with all 
my heart.” (p.100) Mr Taylor passed over the river 
on 2nd June 2014 and, we believe, is now in heaven 
where there is no more pain, and is with his Saviour, 
the one whose works he sought to declare while here 
on earth. Warmly recommended.
Joel Brooks

Reset: Living a Grace-
Paced Life in a Burnout 
Culture
David P Murray, 
Crossway, pbk, 206pp, 
£11.83

When I read the 
advert for this 
book my first 

thought was that the 
subject didn’t interest 
me very much. I’m an old 
minister, while this book 
seemed to be aimed at 
the young, and it also 
sounded as if it was written very much for the North 
American culture. However, on second thoughts, and 
because David Murray is an old friend, I bought the 
book and have to confess I found it so interesting that 
I read it twice!

A huge amount of research has gone into this work. 
Hundreds of books, magazine articles and research 
papers have been read, and are used to compose this 
book. Originally the intention was to write a volume 
for ministers who are suffering from stress and burn-
out, but as the project developed it grew into a book 
for all.

Dr Murray begins by describing his own experience 
in suffering from pulmonary embolisms. He uses the 
illustration of a car needing repair. First there is the 
examination of the vehicle, the reality check. Then the 
car is sent to various bays for repair. Sleeping well, 
eating well and exercising well are very important for 
healthy bodies, minds and souls. There are warnings 
against over-work, cutting back on hours of sleep, 
failure to give time to families and neglect of personal 
devotions. There are warnings of how easily men can 
fall into immorality if basic rules on keeping healthy 
physically, mentally and spiritually are not observed.

I would strongly recommend the book for young 
ministers and also for folk who are suffering from 
mental illnesses such as depression. The book is 
worth buying even just for the chapter on sleep, or the 
one on relationships. The chapter on food is another 
informative one.
Rev. William Macleod
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
November:       December:  January:
5     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, Kilmorack & Strathglass  10    Columbia  14  St Louis   
12  Aberdeen, Tarbat         21  Greenville 
19  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston        28  Atlanta
26  Kiltearn



“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15
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