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There is no greater wonder in the world than the 
church of Jesus Christ. It is a wonder that there 
is a church, and that it continues generation 

after generation. As we are aware, the church faces 
great opposition. The devil does all he can to destroy 
her, because she reveals the glory of God in a way 
which nothing else can. The ungodly are against her, 
and persecute her, because she declares the eternal 
realities they are determined to resist. And then there 
is the humbling truth that every member of Christ’s 
church on earth is a sinner: there are ungodly desires 
in our hearts, warring against God’s holy law.

The church of Jesus Christ is the church which 
is faithful to Him, wherever she may be found and 
whatever she may be called. We should know that 
there is a false church in this world too. The false 
church is not subject to Scripture, and denies the key 
of knowledge to perishing sinners. She prides herself 
on her own traditions, and her standing before men. 
No more is this so than with the Church of Rome, the 
“great Babylon” which was foreseen by the apostle 
John (Rev. 16:19; 17:5). Her allegiance to Christ is only 
a pretence. The tragedy is that Protestant churches are 
increasingly in thrall to the papacy – but then John also 
wrote of how the whole world “wondered after the 
beast” (Rev. 13:3).

TRUE CHURCH
The true church is identified for us in the Bible, so that 
we may recognise her and adhere to her. While the 
true church varies greatly in its purity, there are some 
essential marks by which it may be known. Men have 
differed on how many marks there are, but there can 
be no disagreement as to their basis. As “the pillar and 
ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15), the church’s great 
duty is to uphold the teaching of the Scriptures. What 
does that mean in practice?

First and foremost, the church is to proclaim the 
biblical gospel of God’s gracious salvation in Jesus 

Christ (Mark 16:15). Second, she is to “keep the 
ordinances” found in the Word of God (1 Cor. 11:2), 
and in particular the sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord’s supper as she has received them from the Lord. 
Third, she is to conduct public worship according 
to the rule God has given her, which is, “What thing 
soever I command you, observe to do it” (Deut. 12:32). 
When these things are done there is a godly order in 
the church, maintained by disciplinary censures upon 
erring brethren as necessary (Matt. 18:16-18).

Looking at evangelicalism today in the light of these 
marks, we can only lament: “How is the gold become 
dim! how is the most fine gold changed!” (Lam. 4:1). A 
downgrade has been going on for a century or more, 
but in recent decades alarming changes have occurred 
in some of the more conservative churches; there has 
been a dumbing-down in the doctrine taught, an easy 
profession of faith and admission to the Lord’s table, 
and an increasingly man-centred form of praise. These 
things are due to a lack of a godly fear, and an attempt 
to make the gospel more palatable to the natural man. 
There has always been a church in the world, but now 
the world is in the church, and it will not be an easy 
thing to get it out.

Every church is liable to error, and we cannot tell 
what the future holds for any particular congregation 
or denomination, including our own. What we do 
know, according to a passage in Paul’s Epistle to the 
Ephesians, is that the church which is with Christ 
in heaven is “a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5:27). Every member 
of that company is perfect in holiness and conformed 
to Christ. You will be like that if you are a believer in 
Christ! With your present difficulties in the Christian 
life, and what may appear to be setbacks and defeats, 
does that seem very far off to you? Does it even seem 
impossible? We must not think like that. God has 
spoken, and that is enough. It is worth considering 
what Paul says about this glorious church.

Editorial

A GLORIOUS CHURCH
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SPIRITUAL UNION
Paul is addressing the subject of marriage, and the 
mutual relationship of husbands and wives. He is 
led to declare, “This is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church” (v.32). He is saying 
that earthly marriage is a figure or symbol of a greater 
union – the union between the Saviour and His people. 
(Incidentally, is this not yet another reason why same-
sex ‘marriage’ is to be rejected – that it cannot portray 
the marriage between the heavenly Bridegroom and 
His bride?)

The apostle argues from the book of Genesis, that 
as God made Eve of Adam and for Adam, and as He 
ordained that they and every couple coming after them 
should through the institution of marriage become 
“one flesh”, so those who make up the bride of Christ 
are “members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones” 
(vv.30,31). The church is from Christ, by His sufferings, 
and is to be exclusively for Christ, as His spouse.

The spiritual marriage has its origin in the eternal 
covenant, and in the Father’s gift of the elect to the Son, 
that He should be their Head and Husband. In time 
there is a real, spiritual union between Christ and His 
own, through God’s gracious power. The eyes of our 
understanding are opened to see our sinfulness, and 
the beauty of Christ dying for sinners. We are drawn 
to the Saviour, and embrace Him by faith. There can 
be nothing of holiness without this union: “both he 
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all 
of one” (Heb. 2:11). Walking with Christ in the paths 
of righteousness, we are partakers of “the heavenly 
calling” and “the divine nature” (Heb. 3:1; 2 Pet. 1:4).

SACRIFICIAL LOVE
Paul tells the Ephesians, “Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it” (v.25). Christ 
merited the church’s salvation by His substitutionary 
atonement as her Redeemer. Those who have 
believed in Christ to the saving of their soul are able, 
with Paul, to make the matter personal: “I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). Why did Christ, the Lamb 
of God, sacrifice Himself for us, shedding His precious 
blood on the cross? It was to take away our sin, to 
“purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works” (Tit. 2:14). He will not fail in that, for His 
death could not be in vain.

Having paid the full price for His church, Jesus rose 
in triumph over the grave. He saved His people by His 
death, making reconciliation for their sins, and now 
He saves them by His life (Rom. 5:10). Ascended and 
seated at the right hand of God the Father, Christ makes 
continual intercession for believers, even – indeed 
especially – for weak and tempted saints. We get light 
on Christ’s intercession from His prayer in the upper 
room. Among His requests was, “Father, I will that they 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am; that they may behold my glory” (John 17:24). If 
you belong to Christ, be comforted by this: His desire 
is that you join Him in heaven! He is the One with 
whom the Father is well pleased, and what He asks, the 
Father always grants. We may lack confidence in our 
own petitions sometimes, but we may have absolute 
confidence in His.

SANCTIFYING GRACE
Paul then explains to the Ephesians how Christ prepares 
His church for glory. He sanctifies and cleanses His 
spiritual body “with the washing of water by the word” 
(v.26). On earth Christ prayed, “Sanctify them through 
thy truth” (John 17:17). The Scriptures are God’s truth, 
and by them the Holy Spirit, who is “the Spirit of truth” 
(John 16:13), works in us the saving benefits of Christ. 
The preaching of God’s word is the chief way in which 
believers receive grace for their sanctification.

That His people may have true holiness, the Lord 
gives them a sense of their own sin and defilement. Our 
desire then is not just that our sins might be forgiven, 
but that we might also be cleansed from our sin. When 
he repented after his adultery, David’s prayer was, 
“Purge me with hyssop” (Ps. 51:7). Under the Old 
Testament, the priest would sometimes use stems 
from the hyssop plant to sprinkle animal blood upon 
a person who had contracted some ritual impurity, 
bestowing a ceremonial cleanness. But believers are 
sprinkled with Christ’s blood, and that upon their 
hearts. By that blood we, like David, are made “whiter 
than snow” – as white as Christ Himself.

The Lord finishes His sanctifying work in His people 
only when they leave this world. Then believers are 
glorified, being delivered from the sin that remains in 
them and entering among “the spirits of just men made 
perfect” (Heb. 12:23). With Christ, it is the holiness of 
His bride that makes her lovely in His eyes: we should 
be pursuing holiness earnestly.

Christ makes provision for His people here, in the 
true gospel church. You may be in a small, struggling 
congregation. The minister may have his limitations 
and the members their faults. But if it is a true church 
the Lord is pleased to dwell there and grant His 
salvation. Be thankful for Christ’s church, pray for her 
peace and prosperity, and seek her good always. One 
day she will be glorious.

Editorial

“He sanctifies and 
cleanses His spiritual 
body ‘with the washing 
of water by the word’.”
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“Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay 
Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and 
dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.” 
(Exodus 2:15)

We tend to forget the first eighty years of the 
life of Moses, the ‘unheroic’ part. Charles 
Swindoll summarises the three stages of 

Moses’ life in this way: “Forty years thinking he was 
somebody, forty years learning he was nobody and 
forty years learning how God can use a nobody.” How 
did Moses get to this well in a desert? In a word, self-
will. We see:

1. The danger of trying to serve God in our way, 
not His. 
After forty years in the palace Moses became “mighty in 
words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22) – educated, vigorous, 
victorious and influential. One day a plan entered 
his mind – to deliver his people, who were slaves in 
Egypt. This was “a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge” (Rom. 10:2). It was the way of the world, 
the way of the Egyptians. Moses attempted to serve 
God, but in his own way! This is always a great danger. 
Moreover, an idea initiated by our own mind is always 
powerful; it is done in our own strength (as it comes 
from ourselves) and is so easily justified and defended. 
“This must be of God”, Moses thought, but it was not. 
His action sprang from sympathy and he was sincere, 
but sincerely wrong. He was premature. He indeed 
wanted to do some great work for the church, but it 
was not God’s way and it was not God’s time. He did 
not perceive God’s disapproval and was shocked at his 
brethren’s disapproval also. He looked “this way and 
that”, but not to God, or he would not have acted thus. 
He was impatient, acted by self-will, and with a zeal out 
of control or restraint. He rushed in instead of waiting 
upon the Lord. Perhaps he had prayed, but clearly he 
expected God to approve of what he had in mind. We 
are not always right in what we pray for and so often 
selfish emotion dominates our thinking. Does this 
character remind you of anyone (including yourself)? 

Someone who wants to serve God in his way alone, who 
takes no advice and heeds no correction, who always 
speaks but never listens, who never genuinely prays to 
be guided but imposes his own will upon his prayers?

2. Moses’ action led to failure and distress. 
Moses “hid him [the Egyptian] in the sand” (Ex. 2:12), 
but his mistake could not be covered up for long, and 
soon the consequences of his rashness were seen. First 
of all he lost his credibility, for the next day “he went 
out”, but the people would not follow him (Ex. 2:13,14). 
They did not see God in Moses’ character and actions. 
They would not acknowledge him as God’s servant as 
he had wanted them to. Swindoll correctly comments 
that a work of God “doesn’t have to be forced or pushed 
through by man”. But further consequences flowed into 
his life and the life of others. Moses felt fear as he had 
never felt it before, a trembling and a paralysis. The 
Lord’s people were offended and embarrassed at his 
crime. Pharaoh demanded justice for something which 
was clearly wrong ethically. Moses’ former deeds 
became forgotten and ignored. No wonder Moses fled 
to hide himself!

3. Moses’ failure brought him to a desert. 
After a life of self-direction, Moses sat down in a 
desert, a broken man. He was now forcibly emptied 
of self-hope and was completely unable to change 
his condition. Perhaps you have been to this place, 
to “a dry parched land”, with despair knocking at the 
gates? Did you find, with Moses, that it was a place 
of self-discovery? Now Moses acknowledged that he 
had been wrong. He had made the great mistake of 
supposing that what he thought had been the right 
thing to do had also been God’s revealed will. Part of 
God’s (one) will is hidden from us, but part is revealed, 
not by our words, but by His. What Moses had done 
was not in harmony with God’s revealed character, 
just as what many professing Christians do nowadays 
is not according to Christ’s example as revealed in the 
Word of God. Moses had acted like a lord of Egypt and 
not like a servant of God. The world exerts a powerful 

DEVOTIONAL
The Well In The Desert

Rev. James Clark
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influence on the way we think, including thoughts 
on religion. And now Moses prayed, not in the same 
manner he had in Egypt, where he was looking for 
emotional confirmation of his own ideas and impulses, 
but like Paul in his Damascus desert, when Paul was 
also brought to self-discovery: “Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?” (Paul thought he had been serving God 
by his persecution of Christians.) The fear of God is to 
be the beginning, not the end of wisdom. Moses now 
made a new beginning, all things became new. It would 
take another forty years to drain him of his self-will, to 
subdue the habits of Egypt – forty years in which he 
would learn ‘meekness’, to be submissive to God’s will 
and not his own, to be prepared for God’s use.

4. There is a well in the desert for those whom God 
empties. 
The self-life had run its course and had brought him 
to a desert, but Providence, which watches over 
God’s elect, brings him, alone and lonely, to a well. 
The well is a symbol of Christ; all our resources are 
in Him (Ps. 87:7; Isa. 12:3). He alone can refresh us, 

renew our hope and prepare us for His future use 
– something which seemed incredible to Moses at 
that time. “God offers new hope for those at the end 
of hope.” (Swindoll) This well is only found in the 
desert, when all other hopes are gone, and we realize 
that we must be delivered from ourselves before we 

can be used by God. It is often by the lessons learned 
through failure that God prepares us for the future. 
Have we learned by our mistakes? If not, we condemn 
ourselves to repeat them. At the well we, as Moses, are 
refreshed and strengthened (undeservedly and always 
by grace) to continue our journey through life. New 
things began to happen in Moses’ life. Now in humble 
obscurity, Moses would learn how to serve God and to 
serve others, rejecting all attempts at self-promotion. 
In John chapter 4 we also see how a woman, after a 
long life of failure, found all her future needs met when 
she met Christ, as appointed, at a well in the desert. It 
is not an uncommon place for Christ to meet sinners, 
and like Moses, she was never the same again. What 
great lessons we have learned from Christ through 
disappointment and inadequacy, and learned also 
the eternal grace of His forgiveness! What a contrast 
between the man who goes into the desert and the 
man who comes out of it! This man must fail in order 
that he may succeed. Like many, he was too strong in 
himself for God to use. Now he is softened, now he 
deprecates himself, now he is “meet for the master’s 
use” (2 Tim. 2:21). It took Moses forty years to learn 
how to be useful: how long will it take you? Moses was 
emptied so that God might fill him, with thoughts of 
Christ and His sufficiency. No longer would Moses trust 
in worldly methods in leading people; he would follow 
God’s leading in leading others. Like John Mark, his 
early mistakes were overruled ‘for good’ and the good 
of God’s cause. Have you come to a desert in trying to 
serve God your way? Look for the Well – Jesus Christ, 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Devotional

“It took Moses forty 
years to learn how to 
be useful: how long 
will it take you? Moses 
was emptied so that 
God might fill him, with 
thoughts of Christ and 
His sufficiency. ”
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To say that the Bible is central to our religion is a 
truism. But what does the statement mean? And 
how did the Westminster Divines understand it?

Scripture in the Westminster Confession of Faith
In the opening chapter of our Westminster Confession,
‘Of the Holy Scripture’, we are taught the following:
1. The Necessity of Scripture
Section 1 gives us three reasons why the Bible is 
necessary. Firstly, because creation and providence are 
insufficient to give us that knowledge of God and His will 
which we sinners need for salvation. Secondly, because 
God, “for the more sure establishment and comfort of the 
Church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice 
of Satan and of the world”, has now committed His word 
to writing. Thirdly, because all the former ways by which 
God revealed Himself have ceased.
2. The Content of Scripture
Section 2 teaches us that Holy Scripture consists of 
the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments. 
In section 3 the books known as the Apocrypha are 
excluded as uninspired, and with them anything 
else which claims to be the Word of God. Here in the 
Bible, and there alone, is God’s precious truth. It is not 
found in the Koran, in the Hindu Vedas, in the Book of 
Mormon, or anywhere else.
3. The Authority of Scripture
Section 4 deals with the authority of Scripture, 
insisting that it is to be believed, obeyed and depended 
upon because it is the Word of God. Section 5 declares 
that Scripture demonstrates its authenticity by many 
internal evidences. Ultimately however, only the Holy 
Spirit working with the Word in our hearts, is able to 
bring us to such a conviction. A true Christian knows 
and believes the Bible to be the Word of God.
4. The Sufficiency of Scripture
In section 6 we read: “The whole counsel of God, 
concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in 
scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be 
deduced from scripture”. Scripture is entirely sufficient 
for its purpose, which is firstly the revealing of the divine 
glory, and secondly our salvation, faith and life. The Bible 
is not a manual on everything which may be useful for 
us to know for life in this world. Yet we must not, like 
many, limit Scripture purely to the matter of salvation. 
Its scope is everything which concerns the Church’s 
doctrine, worship, discipline and government, and its 
principles are relevant to every aspect of our lives.
5. The Preservation of Scripture
Section 8 refutes modern bible versions based on a new 
Greek Text. Because God has providentially preserved 

the Scriptures, the Church has always had the true text 
in its possession. This is evident when the Confession 
states that in any controversy of religion, recourse must 
be had to the Scriptures in the original languages. The 
Westminster Divines believed that the text they were 
using was true to the original, and because of providential 
preservation we are able to affirm the same.

Scripture in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms
Our catechisms contain truths concerning Scripture 
which are additional to what we have in the Confession:

The catechisms put the Scriptures at the head of the 
means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits 
of His mediation (LC 154; SC 88), declaring that it is the 
preaching of God’s word that the Spirit particularly makes  
effectual to our salvation (LC 155). The Scriptures are to 
be read by all, which necessitates their translation into 
national languages (LC 156), and they are to be read with 
reverence, confidence, desire, diligence, care, meditation, 
application, self-denial and prayer (LC 157).

The catechisms insist that the work of preaching 
belongs to men who are gifted, educated, approved 
and called to that office (LC 158, 159). This is in 
contrast to the situation in many churches today, 
where the penchant is for men who are celebrities and 
entertainers in the pulpit.

Scripture in the Directory for the Public Worship 
of God
The section in the Directory entitled ‘Of the Public 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures’ has in mind something 
more than the portion from which the sermon will be 
taken. It gives the following guidance:

All the books of the Old and New Testament are to 
be read, and “out of the best allowed translation” – a 
reminder that the Church ought to approve the version 
of Scripture to be used in its pulpits. In a day when 
many either could not read or did not have a bible, the 
Scriptures were to be read consecutively from Genesis 
to Revelation, so that people might be acquainted with 
them all. Ordinarily one chapter of each Testament 
was to be read at each service.

The Canaanites were an image-centred people, but 
the Israelites were a word-centred people. “And the Lord 
spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the 
voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a 
voice.” (Deut. 4:12) In our public worship the Scriptures 
are sung, prayed, read and preached. Reformed worship 
is the Second Commandment put into practice.

As God’s word has been marginalised, so has He. 
Our Standards remind us of the central place which the 
Scriptures must have in the Church.

DOCTRINESCRIPTURE AND THE 
WESTMINSTER STANDARDS

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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It seems that there are no heresy trials any more. The 
reason is that error is the new orthodoxy. Worse 
still, everything is true nowadays, for nothing is 

really false; everything is just part of a ‘spectrum’ of 
teaching and belief. This was the argument used in the 
Church of Scotland to defend its abandonment of the 
biblical position on marriage.

The way in which the devil tempted Christ in the 
wilderness is instructive for us here, and we have a 
detailed account in Luke chapter 4. The words which 
Satan addressed to the Saviour are, sadly, echoed in the 
message now being promoted from many ‘evangelical’ 
pulpits around the world.

TEMPTATIONS
The devil said to Christ: “If thou be the Son of God, 
command this stone that it be made bread.” (v.3) Christ 
had been fasting for forty days, and Satan was showing 
Him a way out of His hunger, in effect a way to health. It 
was a quick fix, an easy remedy. The equivalent is found 
in modern preachers who insist that God does not 
want His people to experience suffering or sickness.

The devil also said to Christ: “All this power will I 
give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered 
unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou 
therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.” (vv.6,7) 
In promising Him the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them, Satan was offering Jesus wealth. Today 
we have preachers who promise an abundance of 
earthly riches to their followers.

The devil finally said to Christ: “If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down from hence: for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: and 
in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone.” (vv.9-11) Satan 
suggested to Christ that He could do as He liked, and all 
would be fine. Satan was promising happiness. So some 
preachers tell us that God wants us to be fully satisfied 
here, when our need is to be sanctified in preparation 
for the life to come.

SCRIPTURE
In making his suggestions to Christ, the devil went 
beyond Scripture, or misused Scripture, to achieve his 
end. Everything he promised came at an unacceptable 
cost: it was all at the expense of the glory of God. It was 
a worldly, flesh-pleasing offer, and the only one who 
would really benefit would be Satan.

By contrast, in His replies to Satan the Saviour 
insisted upon the authority of Scripture (“It is 
written...”), the correct interpretation of Scripture 
(“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”), and that all 

the glory must go to God alone (“Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve”).

In these three temptations we see the crisis facing 
sections of the church. Satan’s lies have been swallowed, 
and Health, Wealth and Happiness (or variations upon 
them) have become the staple diet. Man is exalted and 
the flesh is satisfied. The world is being offered as the 
reward for making a profession.

AUDIENCE
Sadly some pastors denounce expository preaching.. 
Take for example Andy Stanley, senior pastor of a string 
of megachurches in Georgia, USA. In an interview 
in 2015 he asserted that preaching verse-by-verse 
through books of the Bible is “cheating”, because “that 
would be easy”, and “that isn’t how you grow people”. 
How then does Stanley view his task? “My challenge is 
to read culture and to read an audience and ask: What 
is the felt need? Or perhaps what is more important, 
what is an unfelt need they need to feel that I can 
address?” Instead of reading (and expounding) the 
Scriptures, read the audience, read the culture!

Stanley made another shocking statement: “All 
Scripture is equally inspired, but not all Scripture 
is equally applicable or relevant to every stage of 
life”. What pastor takes it upon himself to determine 
that some parts of Scripture have little or nothing 
to teach some of the various age groups found in his 
congregation? Christ responded to Satan’s temptations 
by quoting from different places in the book of 
Deuteronomy, as they were relevant to the case; all 
were of authority in resisting the devil.

Satan employs Scripture, with a clever slant or twist, 
to make his temptations more plausible. How would 
Stanley equip his hearers so that they can resist the 
devil? Presumably he would first ‘read the audience’. 
His approach is subjective rather than objective. 
Christ’s answers to Satan show us that we must not 
lose faith in the veracity and authority of Scripture. We 
should use the Word of God to refute Satan’s lies, and 
keep ourselves out of his traps.

LISTENING
The apostle John makes this perceptive comment 
about the false prophets of his day: “They are of the 
world: therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them.” (1 John 4:5) So it is today that 
worldly preachers have a worldly message for worldly 
people, and it is they who listen to them.

Christ once said to those who were listening to His 
teaching, “Take heed what ye hear” (Mark 4:24). Who 
are you listening to? And what are you listening to?

DOCTRINETHREE MARKS OF 
FALSE TEACHING

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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(Excerpts from a sermon entitled ‘A Church in the House’, 
preached in London on 16th April 1704)

(2) Family Worship

Keep up family worship. You must not only as 
prophets teach your families, but as priests 
must go before them, in offering the spiritual 

sacrifices of prayer and praise. Herein likewise you 
must tread in the steps of faithful Abraham (whose 
sons you are while thus you do dwell); you must not 
only like him instruct your household, but like him 
you must with them call on the name of the Lord, the 
everlasting God (Gen. 21:33). Wherever he pitched his 
tent, there he built an altar unto the Lord (Gen. 12:7,8; 
13:4,18), though he was yet in an unsettled state, but 
a stranger and a sojourner; though he was among 
jealous and envious neighbours, for the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land, yet, wherever 
Abraham had a tent God had an altar in it, and he 
himself served at that altar. Herein he has left us an 
example.

Families, as such, have many errands at the throne 
of grace, which furnish them with matter and occasion 
for family prayer every day; errands which cannot be 
done so well in secret, or public, but are fittest to be 
done by the family, in consort, and apart from other 
families. And it is good for those who go before the 
rest in family devotions, ordinarily to dwell most upon 
the concerns of those who join in their family capacity, 
that it may be indeed a family prayer, not only offered 
up in and by the family, but suited to it. In this and 
other services we should endeavour not only to say 
something, but something to the purpose.

Five things especially you should have upon your 
heart in your family prayer, and should endeavour 
to bring something of each, more or less, into every 
prayer with your families.

[1.] You ought to make family acknowledgments 
of your dependence upon God and his providence, 

as you are a family. Our great business in all acts of 
religious worship, is to give unto the Lord the glory 
due unto his name; and this we must do in our family 
worship. Give honour to God as the founder of families 
by his ordinance, because “it was not good for man 
to be alone”; as the founder of your families by his 
providence, for he it is “who buildeth the house, and 
setteth the solitary in families.” Give honour to him 
as the Owner and Ruler of families; acknowledge that 
you and yours are his, under his government, and at 
his disposal, “as the sheep of his pasture.” Especially 
adore him as the “God of all the families of Israel”, in 
covenant relation to them, and having a particular 
concern for them above others (Jer. 31:1). Give honour 
to the great Redeemer as the head of all the churches, 
even those in your houses; call him the Master of the 
family, and the great upholder and benefactor of it; for 
he it is in whom all the families of the earth are blessed 
(Gen. 12:3). All family blessings are owing to Christ, 
and come to us through his hand by his blood. Own 
your dependence upon God, and your obligations to 
Christ, for all good things pertaining both to life and 
godliness; and make conscience of paying homage to 
your chief Lord, and never set up a title to any of your 
enjoyments in competition with his.

[2.] You ought to make family confessions of your sins 
against God; those sins you have contracted the guilt 
of in your family capacity. We read in Scripture of 
the iniquity of the house, as of Eli’s (1 Sam. 3:13,14). 
Iniquity visited upon the children; sins that bring wrath 
upon families, and a curse that enters into the house 
to consume it, with the timber thereof, and the stones 
thereof (Zech. 5:4). How sad is the condition of those 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

Family Religion
Matthew Henry

“...call on the name of the Lord, the 
everlasting God.” (Gen. 21:33)

“Give honour to the great 
Redeemer as the head of 
all the churches, even those 
in your houses.”
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families who sin together, and never pray together! 
who, by concurring in frauds, quarrels, and excesses, 
by strengthening one another’s hands in impiety and 
profaneness, fill the measure of family guilt, and never 
agree together to do anything to empty it!

And even religious families, that are not polluted 
with gross and scandalous sins, yet have need to 
join every day in solemn acts and expressions of 
repentance before God for their sins of daily infirmity. 
Their vain words and unprofitable conversation 
among themselves; their manifold defects in relative 
duties, provoking one another’s lusts and passions, 
instead of provoking one another to love and to good 
works: these ought to be confessed and bewailed by 
the family together, that God may be glorified, and 
what has been amiss may be amended for the future. 
It was not only in a time of great and extraordinary 
repentance that families mourned apart (Zech. 12:11), 
but in the stated returns of the day of expiation the 
priest was particularly to make atonement for his 
household (Lev. 16:17). In many things we, all, offend 
God, and one another; and a penitent confession of it 
in prayer together, will be the most effectual way of 
reconciling ourselves both to God, and to one another. 
The best families, and those in which piety and love 
prevail most, yet in many things come short, and do 
enough every day to bring them upon their knees at 
night.

[3] You ought to offer up family thanksgivings for 
the blessings which you, with your families, receive 
from God. Many are the mercies which you enjoy the 
sweetness and benefit of in common; which, if wanting 
to one, all the family would be sensible of it. Has not 
God made a hedge of protection about you and your 
houses, and all that you have (Job 1:10)? Has he not 
created a defence upon every “dwelling place” of Mount 
Zion, as well as upon her assemblies (Isa. 4:5)? The 
dreadful alarms of a storm, and the desolations made, 
as by a fire, once in an age, should make us sensible 
of our obligations to the Divine Providence for our 
preservation from tempests and fire every day and every 
night. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
and buried in the ruins of our houses. When the whole 
family comes together safe in the morning from their 
respective retirements, and when they return safe at 
night from their respective employments, there having 
been no disaster, no “adversary”, no evil occurrence,–it 
is so reasonable, and (as I may say) so natural, for them 

to join together in solemn thanksgivings to their great 
Protector, that I wonder how any who believe in a God, 
and a providence, can omit it. Have you not health in 
your family, sickness kept or taken from the midst of 
you? Does not God bring plentifully into your hands, 
and increase your substance? Have you not your table 
spread, and your cup running over, and manna rained 
about your tents, and does not the whole family share 
in the comfort of all this? Shall not then the voice of 
thanksgiving be in those tabernacles where the voice 
of rejoicing is (Ps. 118:15)? Is the vine by the house-
side fruitful and flourishing, and the olive plants round 
the table green and growing? Are family relations 
comfortable and agreeable, not broken nor embittered, 
and shall not that God be acknowledged herein who 
makes every creature to be that to us that it is? Shall not 
the God of your mercies, your family mercies, be the God 
of your praises, your family praises, and that daily?

The benefit and honour of your being Christian 
families, your having in God’s house, and within his 
walls, a place and a name better than that of sons 
and daughters, and the salvation this brings to your 

house, furnishes you with abundant matter for joint 
thanksgivings. You hath he known above all the families 
of the earth, and, therefore, he expects in a special 
manner to be owned by you. Of all houses, the house of 
Israel, the house of Aaron, and the house of Levi, have 
most reason to bless the Lord, and to say, His mercy 
endureth for ever.

[4.] You ought to present your family petitions for the 
mercy and grace which your families stand in need of. 
Daily bread is received by families together, and we 
are taught not only to pray for it every day, but to pray 
together for it, saying, Our Father, give it us. There are 
affairs and employments which the family is jointly 
concerned in the success of, and, therefore, should 
jointly ask of God wisdom for the management of them, 
and prosperity therein. There are family cares to be 
cast upon God by prayer, family comforts to be sought 
for, and family crosses which they should together 
beg for the sanctification and removal of. Hereby your 
children will be more effectually possessed with a 
belief of, and regard to, the Divine Providence, than 
by all the instructions you can give them; which will 
look best in their eye, when thus reduced to practice 
by your daily acknowledging God in all your ways.

Practical Religion

“It was not only in a time 
of great and extraordinary 
repentance that families 
mourned apart (Zech. 12:11)”

“You hath he known above all
the families of the earth, and,
therefore, he expects in a 
special manner to be owned 
by you.”
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You desire that God will give wisdom and grace 
to your children, you travail in birth again till you see 
Christ formed in them, you pray for them. It is well, 
but it is not enough; you must pray with them. Let 
them hear you pray to God for a blessing upon the 
good instructions and counsels you give them; it may 
perhaps put them upon praying for themselves, and 
increase their esteem both of you, and of the good 
lessons you teach them. You would have your servants 
diligent and faithful, and this perhaps would help to 
make them so. Masters do not give to their servants 
that which is just and equal, if they do not continue in 
prayer with them; they are put together (Col. 4:1,2).

There are some temptations which families, as 
such, lie open to. Busy families are in temptation to 
worldliness, and neglect of religious duties; mixed 
families are in temptation to discord, and mutual 
jealousies; decaying families are in temptation to 
distrust, discontent, and indirect courses to help 
themselves; they should therefore not only watch, 
but pray together, that they be not overcome by the 
temptations they are exposed to.

There are family blessings which God has promised, 
and for which he will be sought unto, such as those 
on the house of Obed-edom for the ark’s sake; or the 
mercy which St. Paul begs for the house of Onesiphorus 
(2 Tim. 1:16). These joint blessings must be sued out 
by joint prayers. There is a special blessing which God 
commands upon families that dwell together in unity 
(Ps. 133:1,3), which they must seek for by prayer, and 
come together to seek for it, in token of that unity which 
qualifies for it. Where God commands the blessing, we 
must beg the blessing. God by promise blesses David’s 
house, and, therefore, David by prayer blesses it too (2 
Sam. 6:20).

[5.] You ought to make family intercessions for others 
also. There are families you stand related to, or which 

by neighbourhood, friendship, or acquaintance, you 
become interested in and concerned for; and these you 
should recommend in your prayers to the grace of God, 
and your family that are joined with you in the alliances 
should join with you in those prayers. Evil tidings 
perhaps are received from relations at a distance, which 
are the grief of the family; God must then be sought unto 
by the family for succour and deliverance. Some of the 
branches of the family are, perhaps, in distant countries, 
and in dangerous circumstances, and you are solicitous 
about them; it will be a comfort to yourselves, and 
perhaps of advantage to them, to make mention of them 
daily in your family prayers. The benefit of prayer will 
reach far, because he who hears prayer can extend his 
hand of power and mercy to the utmost corners of the 
earth, and to them that are afar off upon the sea.

In the public peace likewise we and our families have 
peace; and therefore, if we forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
we are unworthy ever to stand in thy courts, or dwell 
within thy walls. Our families should be witnesses 
for us that we pray daily for the land of our nativity, 
and the prosperity of all its interests; that praying 
everywhere we make supplication for the Queen, and 
all in authority (1 Tim. 2:2,8). That we bear upon our 
hearts the concerns of God’s church abroad, especially 

the suffering parts of it. Thus keeping up a spiritual 
communion with all the families that in every place 
call on the name of the Lord Jesus.

In a word, let us go by this rule in our family 
devotions; whatever is the matter of our care, let it be 
the matter of our prayer; and let us allow no care which 
we cannot in faith spread before God. And whatever 
is the matter of our rejoicing, let it be the matter of 
our thanksgiving; and let us withhold our hearts from 
all those joys which do not dispose us for the duty of 
praise.

Under this head of family worship, I must not omit 
to recommend to you the singing of psalms in your 
families, as a part of daily worship, especially sabbath 
worship. This is a part of religious worship, which 
participates both of the word and prayer; for therein 
we are not only to give glory to God, but to teach and 
admonish one another; it is, therefore, very proper to 
make it a transition from the one to the other. It will 
warm and quicken you, refresh and comfort you; and, 
perhaps, if you have little children in your houses, they 
will sooner take notice of it than of any other part of 
your family devotion; and some good impressions may 
thereby be fastened upon them insensibly.

Practical Religion

“...let us withhold our 
hearts from all those joys 
which do not dispose us for 
the duty of praise.”
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(Taken from a sermon entitled ‘Pride and Humility’, 
preached at New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, London 
on 17th August 1856)

I must try to describe pride to you. I might paint it as 
being the worst malformation of all the monstrous 
things in creation; it hath nothing lovely in it, 

nothing in proportion, but everything in disorder. It is 
altogether the very reverse of the creatures which God 
hath made, which are pure and holy. Pride, the first-
born son of hell, is indeed like its parent, all unclean 
and vile, and in it there is neither form, fashion, nor 
comeliness.

Pride is a groundless thing. It standeth on the sands; 
or worse than that, it puts its foot on the billows 
which yield beneath its tread; or worse still, it stands 
on bubbles, which soon must burst beneath its feet. 
Of all things pride has the worst foothold; it has no 
solid rock on earth whereon to place itself. We have 
reasons for almost everything, but we have no reasons 
for pride. Pride is a thing which should be unnatural to 
us, for we have nothing to be proud of. What is there 
in man of which he should glory? Our very creation 
is enough to humble us; what are we but creatures of 
today? Our frailty should be sufficient to lay us low, 
for we shall be gone tomorrow. Our ignorance should 
tend to keep pride from our lips. What are we, but like 
the wild ass’s colt which knoweth nothing? And our 
sins ought effectually to stop our mouths, and lay us 
in the dust. Of all things in the world, pride towards 
God, is that which hath the very least excuse; it hath 
neither stick nor stone whereon to build. Yet like the 
spider, it carrieth its own web in its bowels, and can, of 
itself, spin that wherewith to catch its prey. It seems to 
stand upon itself, for it hath nothing besides whereon 
it can rest. Oh! man, learn to reject pride, seeing that 
thou hast no reason for it; whatever thou art, thou hast 
nothing to make thee proud. The more thou hast, the 
more thou art in debt to God; and thou shouldst not be 
proud of that which renders thee a debtor. Consider 
thine origin; look back to the hole of the pit whence 
thou wast digged. Consider what thou wouldst have 
been, even now, if it were not for Divine grace.

Pride is a brainless thing as well as a groundless 
thing; for it brings no profit with it. There is no wisdom 
in a self-exaltation. Other vices have some excuse, for 

men seem to gain by them; avarice, pleasure, lust, have 
some plea; but the man who is proud sells his soul 
cheaply. He opens wide the flood-gates of his heart, 
to let men see how deep is the flood within his soul; 
then suddenly it floweth out, and all is gone – and all is 
nothing, for one puff of empty wind, one word of sweet 
applause – the soul is gone, and not a drop is left. In 
almost every other sin, we gather up the ashes when 
the fire is gone; but here, what is left? The covetous man 
hath his shining gold, but what hath the proud man? He 
has less than he would have had without his pride, and 
is no gainer whatever. Oh! man, if thou wert as mighty 
as Gabriel, and had all his holiness, still thou wouldst 
be an arrant fool to be proud, for pride would sink thee 
from thine angel station to the rank of devils, and bring 
thee from the place where Lucifer, son of the morning, 
once dwelt, to take up thine abode with hideous fiends 
in perdition. Pride exalts its head, and seeks to honour 
itself; but it is of all things most despised. It sought to 
plant crowns upon its brow, and so it hath done, but 
its head was hot, and it put an ice crown there, and it 
melted all away. Poor pride has decked itself out finely 
sometimes; it hath put on its most gaudy apparel, and 
said to others, “how brilliant I appear!” but, ah! pride, 
like a harlequin, dressed in thy gay colours, thou art 
all the more fool for that; thou art but a gazing stock 
for fools less foolish than thyself. Thou hast no crown, 
as thou thinkest thou hast, nothing solid and real, all 
is empty and vain. If thou, O man, desirest shame, be 
proud.

Pride is the maddest thing that can exist; it feeds 
upon its own vitals; it will take away its own life, that 
with its blood may make a purple for its shoulders: it 
sappeth, and undermineth its own house that it may 
build its pinnacles a little higher, and then the whole 
structure tumbleth down. Nothing proves men so mad 
as pride. For this they have given up rest, and ease, and 
repose, to find rank and power among men: for this 
they have dared to risk their hope of salvation, to leave 
the gentle yoke of Jesus, and go toiling wearily along 
the way of life, seeking to save themselves by their 
own works, and at last to stagger into the mire of fell 
despair. Oh! man, hate pride, flee from it, abhor it, let it 
not dwell with thee. If thou wantest to have a madman 
in thy heart, embrace pride, for thou shalt never find 
one more mad than he.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

Pride
C.H. Spurgeon
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Shettleston Induction (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

Well over 150 people attended the Ordination 
of Rev. James S. Haram and his Induction 
to the pastoral charge of Shettleston Free 

Church (Continuing), Glasgow, which took place on 
Saturday 29th July.

The Moderator of the Southern Presbytery, Rev. 
James I. Gracie (Edinburgh), led the proceedings and 
preached from Acts 8:5: “Then Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.” He 
drew three points from the text: 1. Divine Providence; 
2. Chosen Messenger; and 3. Unique Message.

Following the sermon Rev. Henry J.T. Woods (Beauly), 
Rev. Maurice J. Roberts and Rev. John W. Keddie (both 
retired), were associated with the Presbytery, and Mr 
Haram was duly and solemnly Ordained to the Holy 
Ministry and Inducted to the Charge by the Moderator. 
Having received the right hand of fellowship, Mr Haram 
was addressed appropriately by Rev. John J. Murray 
(retired), after which Ayr minister Rev. Gavin Beers 
spoke to the congregation from Ephesians chapter 
4, reminding them of their duties, privileges and 
responsibilities.

Following the Benediction, Mr Haram and his wife 
Shael greeted those present as they left the church to 
make their way to the welcome fellowship which was 
held in nearby Kenmuir Mount Vernon Church halls.

Those who attended the fellowship enjoyed a 
sumptuous spread prepared by the Shettleston ladies. 
After the refreshments several greetings were read 
out by the Interim Moderator, Rev. Andrew R. Allan 
(Partick). Presentations were made to Mr Haram, and 
to Mrs Haram and the Haram family, by Shettleston 
elders David Keddie and Alan Wilson, and their wives 
Ruth and Angela, respectively. Session Clerk Ewan 
Wilson then made a presentation to Mr Allan while Mrs 
Debbie Allan received a bouquet from Angela Wilson.

Mr Allan then handed over proceedings to Mr Haram 
who called upon Mr Woods and Rev. Murdo Maciver 
(Probationer) to address the gathering.

To draw the proceedings to a close Mr Haram gave a 
comprehensive vote of thanks and closed the fellowship 
with prayer.

We pray that the Lord’s gracious blessing will be 
upon Mr Haram and his ministry in Shettleston.

Retirement of Rev. Warren Gardner 
(Mr Charles Greenewald)
The Atlanta congregation enjoyed over a decade of 
convicting and edifying experiential preaching and 
caring pastoral oversight from Rev. Warren E. Gardner 
right up to the day of his retirement on 2nd June.

Reformation Presbyterian Church, as the 
congregation is known locally, was established as a 

Preaching Station by the Presbytery of the United 
States of America in 2004, with Rev. Gardner appointed 
as resident pulpit supply, providing preaching and 
pastoral oversight. In 2006 it was raised to a fully-
sanctioned charge with Rev. Gardner being inducted 
as its minister. In addition to his pastoral duties and 
his role as Presbytery Moderator every few years, Rev. 
Gardner served as Moderator of the 2013 Free Church 
(Continuing) General Assembly, the Treasurer of the 
USA Presbytery, and the Secretary of the Presbytery’s 
annual family conference for many years.

The Atlanta congregation and the Presbytery of the 
United States of America give thanks to the Lord for 
Rev. Gardner’s faithful and diligent labours for Christ’s 
Kingdom over the years.

Rev. Gardner’s sermons can be heard on 
SermonAudio at http://bit.ly/2uZbL1o.

Free Church Witness 13
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Church News

Atlanta Induction (Mr Charles Greenewald)
On 14th July the Presbytery of the United States 
inducted Rev. Brent C. Evans as the new minister of the 
Atlanta congregation. Rev. Evans was received into the 
Free Church (Continuing) as a minister by the General 
Assembly in May. He was ordained to the ministry in 
2008 by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and served 
a pastorate in the state of Illinois for seven years.

Rev. Evans is the son of a Presbyterian minister 
and was raised in a Christian home. He came to faith 
in Christ early in life, and began to discern a call to 
the ministry during his college years. He worshipped 
in a Free Church congregation in the Highlands as 
a young teen during the time of his father’s pulpit 
exchange with one of the Free Church ministers there. 
In more recent years, Rev. Evans came to agree with 
the Free Church’s doctrines on the purity of worship, 
the establishment principle and full subscription to 
the original Westminster Standards. He appreciated 
what he experienced of the preaching and piety that 
he found in the Free Church, and is grateful for the men 
of the United States Presbytery who took an interest in 
him. Rev. Evans is married with two young daughters.

Please pray for the worship and witness of the 
Atlanta congregation to be powerfully blessed. The 
congregation is served by Elder Charles Greenewald 
and Assessor Elder Christopher Reeder. The 
presence of several families with young children is an 
encouragement. The congregation meets in a rented 
church building in Snellville, Georgia.

All-Age Holiday (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)
Just under thirty persons attended the 2017 Free 
Church (Continuing) All-Age Holiday which was held 
in Windmill Christian Centre, Arbroath, in July.

Due to the popularity of the Centre we were not 
able to book our usual week-long slot, so instead of not 
holding the holiday, the organisers opted to stage the 
holiday over an extended weekend. This arrangement 
suited some but was not so attractive to others.

The aim of the holiday is for young and old to gather 
together for a time of relaxation and fellowship in a safe 
Christian environment. Each day began with a prayer 

meeting for the early birds, then a leisurely breakfast, 
followed by morning worship. All were then free either 
to stay around the Centre and enjoy the facilities or 
explore sights and places of interest further afield.

After the evening meal the company gathered 
to hear our speaker Rev. Trevor Kirkland, from our 
Ballyclare & Doagh congregation in Northern Ireland. 
He chose to speak from the book of Ruth and delivered 
six addresses during the holiday. All found the 
addresses thought-provoking, stimulating, practical 
and well-presented. Afterwards discussion continued 
during a time of informal fellowship. The addresses 
were recorded and they can be found on sermonaudio.
com on the Partick FC(C) page.

Our thanks are due to Mr Kirkland for bringing 
God’s Word to those who gathered, and also to the 
cooks Isobel McQueer (Duthil-Dores), Debbie Allan 
(Partick) and Sohana Graeme (Knightswood) for the 
delicious and varied cuisine. We are also grateful to our 
precentors Don Macleod and Rev. Alasdair Macleod, 
both Point, and Alex Watt and Kevin MacDonald, both 
Aberdeen. Finally we thank all who came and helped to 
make the holiday a memorable and enjoyable occasion.

Next year the holiday will return to its week-long 
pattern and will run from Saturday 14th to Saturday 21st 
July 2018 (D.V.) at Windmill Christian Centre, Arbroath. 
Further details will be provided in due course.

Acknowledgement (Rev. John Morrison & Rev. Gavin 
Beers)
Rev. John Morrison and Rev. Gavin Beers wish to 
acknowledge with gratitude their indebtedness 
to everyone in the denomination who contributed 
so generously toward our Seminary retirement 
presentation. We are most appreciative of your 
exceptional generosity. May you all experience, “The 
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it.” (Prov. 10:22)

Serious Threat of Hindutva in India 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)
The ideology of Hindutva (Hindu nationalism) was 
formulated in the early 1900s as a way to counter British 
colonialism. Today, Hindutva is a political tool used to fan 
Hindu pride and dragnet the Hindu vote  to consolidate 
the power and privilege of Hindu elites. Whilst Hindutva 
supposedly promotes equality of Hindus, non-Hindus 
are marginalised as second-class citizens. Refusal to 
‘return’ to Hinduism is viewed as a betrayal against the 
Hindu nation. The result is religious apartheid with 
violent persecution. As animists who traditionally vote 
Congress, the tribals have long been the prime targets 
of Hindutva activism. These activists view Christian 
missionaries - almost exclusively Indian nationals - as 
their principal enemies. Five northern tribal states 
already have anti-conversion laws; another will soon 
follow. Please pray for India and its Christians.

Rev. Brent C. Evans
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PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD
Roman Catholic Bishop Prays in Free Church

There was further evidence of the drift in the 
residual Free Church when Roman Catholic 
Bishop Vincent Logan prayed at a memorial 

service held in St Peter’s, Dundee, on 5th July for the 
former politician Gordon Wilson, who died on 25th 
June. Logan was asked by the minister of St Peter’s, 
Rev. David Robertson, to lead the congregation in 
prayer, and began by praying for “our brother Gordon”, 
asking that God would “bring him safely home” to His 
kingdom. Such a request contradicts the blessed biblical 
truth contained in our Shorter Catechism: “The souls of 
believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and 
do immediately pass into glory...” (Q/A.37). Christians 
know that the moment they are “absent from the body”, 
they are “present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8).

Prayers for the dead were rejected at the 
Reformation, as unscriptural, and were cited in the 
National Covenant of 1638 as a mark of the ‘Roman 
Antichrist’. Our Westminster Confession of Faith states 
that prayer is to be made “for all sorts of men living, or 
that shall live hereafter; but not for the dead” (21:4). Yet 
praying for the dead is routine in the Roman Church, as 
we are reminded when some tragedy occurs and the 
media report the response of her representatives.

These prayers are connected with belief in 
‘purgatory’ – an imagined temporary hell where those 
who have been absolved of their sins, but lacked in their 
‘penance’, suffer in order to satisfy divine justice. Rome 
claims that the passage of the soul from purgatory to 
heaven is helped by the prayers of the faithful on earth. 
The idea is false and an affront to Christ’s redeeming 
work. He made a full atonement for the sins of His 
people, and their souls receive the benefit of it here, 
through the appointed means of grace. The promise 
is that if we (and not someone on our behalf after we 
have departed this life) “confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Mr Robertson has since indicated how he differs with 
the Bishop, stating in his blog that Gordon Wilson “did 
not go to purgatory to be cleansed”, but “went to heaven”. 
But surely Mr Robertson was aware of the Roman 
doctrine, and of what sort of prayer the Bishop would 
offer, when he asked him to pray? Sadly there has been 
silence on this matter from the Free Church thus far. Do 
her ministers regard it as acceptable that an agent of the 
‘Roman Antichrist’ be asked to pray in a Free Church?

TRANSGENDERISM
Church of England Succumbs to Transgender 
Movement

The Church of England, ever willing to 
accommodate the prevailing culture, has now 
agreed to produce a liturgy for those who ‘come 

out’ as ‘transgender’. This may be deemed pastorally 
sensitive, but it is theological suicide. It is affirming 
a person’s self-identification as authoritative, and 
not Scripture, which teaches us that God created 
man male and female, as two distinct sexes, and 
not male or female, as the individual may choose. If 
gender is merely a social or psychological construct, 
then ultimately our identity is self-determined, and 
God becomes irrelevant – which is no doubt the aim 
of those who are promoting this folly in our society. 
Churches which embrace this madness become 
irrelevant too, because they set aside the Word of 
God.

An indication of where things are heading 
comes from Canada. In June the Legislature of 
Ontario, where two-fifths of Canadians live, passed 
the ‘Supporting Children, Youth and Families Act, 
2017’, which effectively gives the state control over 
a family’s standards and morality. The Minister for 
Children and Youth Services, who was behind the 
new legislation, had previously expressed the view 
that the failure of a ‘caregiver’ to recognise a child’s 
gender self-identification is a form of child abuse. The 
new law means that children can now be removed 
from parents who refuse to accept their child’s chosen 
‘gender identity’.

Previously the law gave consideration for the 
parent’s right to direct a child’s education and 
upbringing, but now parents’ religious faith is no 
longer to be a factor when an assessment is made of a 
child’s best interests. Rather, child protection agents, 
adoption service providers and judges must now take 
into account and respect a child’s “race, ancestry, place 
of origin, colour, ethnic origin, citizenship, family 
diversity, disability, creed, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression”.

This is a shocking situation and Christians have 
every reason to be concerned. Apparently in April 
two foster children were removed from the care 
of a Christian couple in Ontario because the couple 
refused to tell them that the Easter Bunny is real! It 
seems that truth itself is now at stake in the Western 
world. 

COMMENT
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ROBERT CANDLISH
Preacher par excellence

Rev. John W. Keddie

Another leading light in the events leading 
up to the Disruption of 1843 and the early 
development of the Free Church was Robert 

Smith Candlish. Born in Edinburgh in 1806, Candlish 
was homeschooled and educated at Glasgow University. 
After graduation he acted for two years as a tutor in 
Eton College before going forward for the Church of 
Scotland ministry. After a couple of short assistantships, 
in 1834 Candlish became minister in the prestigious 
charge at St George’s, Edinburgh. Through his ministry 
there many other congregations were established (an 
influence which continued after the Disruption in the 
Free Church). It was there, too, that his reputation was 
established as one of the great preachers of the era.

Candlish’s identification with the evangelicals was 
clear from the outset, but after 1839 he established 
himself as a major force for the non-intrusionists, 
as those who opposed the interference of the State 
in Church affairs were known. Inevitably he became 
a leading light in the Disruption of 1843. In some 
ways Candlish remains an enigma. On the one hand 
there is no doubting his preaching power, nor his 
ability as a reformed and evangelical theologian. On 
theological issues Candlish was not afraid to tackle such 
controverted issues as the inspiration of Scripture, the 
atonement, the fatherhood of God and the sonship of 
believers. His writings on such topics show him to be a 
thoroughly orthodox, evangelical, reformed theologian, 
though not exactly in the same league as William 
Cunningham, George Smeaton or Hugh Martin.

On the other hand Candlish set an unfortunate trend 
as an ecclesiastical politician. Apparently he was often 
very surly in debates, and unpleasant and dogmatic. He 
alienated many conservatives in the Free Church by his 
somewhat unprincipled pressing of a union with the less 
conservative (though evangelical) United Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland (containing some of the strands of 
the 18th century Secession Churches). It was altogether 
a less helpful aspect of his legacy to the 19th century 
Church history of Scotland.

However, there is no doubting his gifts as an expositor. 
This is very evident in various books which, in effect, 
were sermon series. Such were his volumes on Genesis, 
Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 John, all of which 
have been reprinted in more recent times on both sides 
of the Atlantic. They represent a very high – and strongly 
evangelical – standard of expository ministry. This was 
appreciated by Addison Alexander, the Princeton divine, 
in 1853. Alexander heard Candlish preach on a visit to 

the UK that year. and 
paints a wonderful 
picture of it:

“The whole 
congregation sang, 
with less spirit, but 
more sweetness and 
apparent culture, 
than the Scotch 
congregations in 
America. The sixtieth 
chapter of Isaiah 
was read after the prayer, then another psalm, then the 
Lord’s Prayer, then the sermon... He read the first three 
verses of the eleventh chapter of Second Corinthians, 
and repeated as his text the third. He read every word of 
his sermon from a small manuscript in the pulpit Bible, 
never looking at the congregation, but once in every 
sentence raising his eye to some fixed point, or turning 
it on vacancy.”

The whole of Alexander’s account of Candlish’s 
preaching is riveting, but I give his recorded comments 
on Candlish’s first two points only:

“As to substance, the first head was a most captivating 
view of the old doctrine of Atonement, as a simple 
scheme opposed to the complexities of error. The second 
was more experimental. Under this he accumulated 
all the difficulties men feel as to election, ability, the 
unpardonable sin, insufficient conviction, faith, love, 
hope, &c. There was something fearful in this part of the 
discourse. I shuddered as he enumerated the terrible 
contingencies. I never can forget the strange, unearthly 
drawl with which he said – ‘You may not be one of the 
elect; you may not be sorry enough; you may not be 
willing enough; you may not be able enough; you may 
have committed the unpardonable sin.’ But when to 
these (as the subtleties of Satan) he opposed the simple 
truth, that Christ had died, and God was in earnest in 
offering salvation, and exhorted us to let God take care 
of his own attributes, and to look at the atonement, not 
from his side, but from ours – not to debate with Satan, 
or wait for the solution of all puzzles, but simply believe 
what Christ has said and do what he requires – it was like 
coming out of an English railway tunnel into the paradise 
of an English landscape. And then, when he appealed to 
the experience of the convert, and described the escape 
of the poor soul from the knotted meshes of the devil’s 
snare to the ‘simplicity that is in Christ,’ I was completely 
overcome. I shook with violent agitation, and I don’t know 
how I could have sat still if my eyes had not relieved me. 
But I passed entirely unnoticed. Many were in the same 
condition, and the rest were unconsciously bent forward 
to catch every word.”

CHURCH HISTORY
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Devoted to God: Blueprints for Sanctification
Sinclair B. Ferguson, Banner of Truth Trust, 
pbk, 277pp, £8.00

Typical of Mr Ferguson’s style, the material in this 
book is well-researched and helpfully set out. 
Each chapter has a quirky title [e.g. All of me; 

The new rhythm; In for the kill]. There are also five brief 
essays as appendices on various subjects of theology. 
One of them will fascinate budding theologians with 
its survey on different views regarding Paul’s teaching 
in Romans 6 on being dead to sin. Mr Ferguson reminds 
us of how respected theologians and commentators 
can have different positions on important issues of 
doctrine. In another of these essays the author gives 
a good defence of the Sabbath, from a New Testament 
perspective.

The main body of the book’s ten chapters explores 
some interesting contours of theology. This book is 
no light read. There are some weighty subjects under 
consideration. There is an abundance of material 
for edifying Bible studies at church. The sub-title, 
Blueprints for Sanctification, should not mislead us, in 
assuming that the book is the typical heart-warming, 
devotional type that is frequently discovered in this 
genre. Mr Ferguson will make you work hard at your 
theology and make you think deep about the things of 
God.

The sub-title might convey 
the idea of brief sketches of what 
lies at the root of our progressive 
holiness. In fact, the author takes 
the reader on a journey during 
which he explores fascinating 
aspects of the Christian faith 
from our union with Christ [A 
Different Kind of Death, chapter 
5] to seeing the significant 
role of God’s law in sanctifying 
believers [The Law Goes Deep, 
chapter 8].

All in all, this book is well 
worth reading; an excellent 
addition to the minister’s library. 
It will also pay good dividends 
for anyone wishing to deepen 
their knowledge of the Christian 
life.
Rev. Iain Smith

Scottish Reformation Society Historical Journal Vol 7
Douglas Somerset (ed.), Scottish Reformation 
Society, pbk, 406pp, £9.95

The new issue of the Historical Journal opens 
with a comprehensive overview of the 
historiography (that is, the views of historians) 

of the Scottish Reformation, written by the Editor. 
Dr Somerset is exceedingly helpful in demonstrating 
some of the blights of modern research on this period, 
especially the absence of convinced Protestants from 
the frontline of historical research, and the presence 
of a professional organisation of historians and a peer-
reviewed journal working from an avowedly Romanist 
perspective.

However, he shows that these changed 
circumstances have achieved less change in analysis 
than is sometimes claimed. The critique of the Church 
of Rome in Scotland prior to the Reformation by older 
Protestant historians largely stands today, albeit 
expressed in more modern terminology – they speak 
more of ‘weaknesses’, less of ‘corruption’. Even if some 
aspects of medieval Romanism, such as pilgrimages 
and hagiology [literature dealing with the lives, and 
often legends, of saints], were still popular in pre-
Reformation Scotland, this only made the success of 
the Reformation in abolishing these traditions more 
remarkable. As for the supposed older Protestant 
view of the ‘inevitability’ of the Reformation, Somerset 
argues that this is largely mythical, and was not at all 
characteristic of the standard Protestant writers such as 
Hay Fleming. They recognised that the Church of Rome 
was weak and morally discredited, but saw that it was 
the goodness of God that brought Scotland to embrace 
Biblical Protestantism, rather than degenerating into 

cynical irreligion.
By contrast, Somerset shows 

that the older Catholic historical 
writings were marred by 
gross partisanship, and gives a 
shocking example, a book review 
from 1874, in an appendix. The 
attempts of Romanist writers 
to conceal the promiscuous 
conduct of Cardinal Beaton 
have wholly failed, and have 
been abandoned. As Somerset 
remarks, the conduct of more 
recent and more objective 
research by Roman Catholics 
indicates the embrace of ‘a 
Protestant attitude towards 
history in which one endeavours 
to face painful facts rather than 
to deny them’.

Further papers in the volume 
command broad interest. Chris 
Coldwell introduces an irenic 
sermon by Durham preached in 
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the midst of church division in 1652, 
recently discovered in manuscript 
form in an American library. Justin 
Stodghill directs our attention to 
another important historical source, 
a letter from Alexander Shields to 
Sir Robert Hamilton, printed in full 
in the Journal, explaining why he 
believed it right as a Covenanter 
to enter the Established Church 
of the Revolution Settlement. This 
source is important to a right 
understanding of the terms of this 
debate, which remains (at least 
ostensibly) a ground of separation 
between churches in Scotland.

Roy Middleton describes the 
ministry of the influential minister 
John Love in London, tracing the fine 
history of the eighteenth-century 
Scots Presbytery in London, and of its maintenance of 
confessional principle at a time when these doctrines 
were increasingly despised in English Presbyterianism.

Other writers address more individual subjects. 
Matthew Vogan addresses the early history of the noted 
minister John Willison, showing that his emphasis on 
the value of the Lord’s Supper was likely related to 
the troubled early years of his ministry in Brechin, 
attempting to institute the Presbyterian practice of 
the sacrament in the face of strong opposition. Robert 
Dickie patiently discredits the oft-repeated assertion 
that Robert Murray M’Cheyne was twice engaged, and 
traces the later history of Jessie Thain, a pious young 
woman, though one who loved M’Cheyne as a minister, 
rather than as a fiancé. Norman Campbell explores the 
writings of the Anti-Burgher minister Walter Macleod. 
Our own John Keddie traces the development of the 
1859 revival, particularly in Glasgow, and describes 
some of the wonderful scenes that accompanied it.

As always, this volume is warmly commended to 
those with an interest in Scottish church history.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

Seeking A Better Country – Studies in Hebrews 11
Donald MacLean, Reformation Press, 
pbk, 208pp, £9.45

This book contains a collection of seventeen 
sermons and addresses on Hebrews 11 which 
were preached by Rev. Donald MacLean during 

his time as pastor at St Jude’s Free Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland, Glasgow.

Many of those hearers who first heard the sermons 
were struck by the way Mr MacLean treated the 
subject of saving faith and how the Old Testament 
saints featured in Hebrews 11 demonstrated their 
faith during their lives and up until their death. The 

publishers are to be congratulated 
in making the material available for 
the modern reader, as the subject is 
always relevant.

The sermons are warm, effective 
and instructive. Although there 
is some repetition, as one would 
expect from consecutive preaching, 
this does not detract from the 
reader’s enjoyment of the book.

Chapter 17 is particularly good. 
It deals with Hebrews 11:22 where 
Joseph is recorded exercising faith 
when he faces our greatest foe, the 
king of terrors, death.
Rev. Andrew R. Allan

Looking back with ME
Hazel Stapleton, Day One    
Publications, pbk, 64pp, £5.00

Imagine the scenario: you’re ill, extremely ill, but 
doctors can find nothing wrong with you and so 
cannot make a diagnosis and are therefore unable 

to offer treatment. Meanwhile you grow weaker and 
weaker resulting in a state of exhaustion coupled with 
frustration. Such is the picture portrayed of her life 
by Hazel Stapleton. She describes the sudden onset of 
the emotional changes in her life made necessary by 
her Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (ME). Miss Stapleton 
states her main reason for writing: to highlight “the 
continuing lack of understanding surrounding ME”.

Hazel was just nineteen and at the point of 
commencing her nursing training when an obligatory 
vaccination for Hepatitis B caused a severe reaction 
leading to the onset of a lifetime with ME. Now at 
forty-five she writes about her experiences as she has 
become steadily worse to the point of being bed-bound 
most of the time. Hazel describes the devastating 
effects of this condition on her life however through the 
lips of a Christian lady. Not only does she describe her 
circumstances honestly thus educating the reader, but 
in one of the appendices offers practical suggestions of 
how Christian friends can help in these times through 
visits, emails, texts, etc.

The eleven bite-sized chapters, followed by two 
brief appendices, paint a very clear picture and leave 
the readers with challenges both as to how we would 
cope in such circumstances and how we are going to 
help anyone living with one of the most debilitating 
conditions known to us.

This book deals solely with ME but the reader could 
transfer the recommendations given, to cover practical 
suggestions in helping the house-bound in general. I 
would recommend this informative book.
Marion Macleod (Knightswood)

Book Reviews



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery        
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Partick   
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh   
Harris - Scalpay   
Knock & Point   
North Uist   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh    
Strath    
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
27 Morison Avenue, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2HQ
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to July 2016
£

12,025
16,429
18,353
12,083

7,153
66,043

810
10,427

5,974
12,050
29,261

5,739
7,618

200
15,001
12,400
15,288
16,046

130
72,422

12,781
9,895

16,549
11,160

8,011
53,127

111,523

11,668
8,705
9,056
5,152
9,000

16,851
60,432

1,000

340,681

13,757
1,000

355,438

67,035
288,403

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2017

£

0
11,509

0
0

209
11,718

355
180
76
0

611

303
0
0

12,048
5,946

0
5
0

18,301

0
0
0
0

3,395
2,364
5,759

4,751
0

261
0

725
0

5,737

0

42,126

0
0

42,126

3,981
38,146

Total to July 2017
£

10,500
15,131
17,486
12,616
5,735

61,468

878
10,527
6,896

18,706
37,006

5,630
7,703

400
14,249
12,400
11,641
17,137
3,130

72,288

14,651
9,550

15,596
12,510
9,039

64,956
126,301

13,300
8,977

11,229
4,545

16,061
13,841
67,954

1,000

366,018

30,025
0

396,042

71,016
325,026

July 2017
£

1,500
1,385
2,000
1,400

700
6,985

0
3,000
1,000
2,000
6,000

1,334
1,800

0
1,500
1,200
1,250
2,000

0
9,084

1,875
1,350
1,800
1,390
1,050
7,670

15,135

1,450
1,300
1,150

520
1,500
1,500
7,420

0

44,624

1,262
0

45,886

0
45,886

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
September:     October:    November:
3     Portree, Rothesay    1     Ayr, Snizort   5     Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, 
10  Columbia, Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay 8     Cross, St Louis          Kilmorack & Strathglass
17  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl,  15  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville 12  Aberdeen, Tarbat
       Scalpay Harris     22  Atlanta, Knock & Point,   19  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
24  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane        Poolewe & Aultbea  26  Kiltearn
      29  Glasgow–Partick    



“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 
LORD. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him 
with the whole heart.”

Psalm 119:1-2
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