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(It is a great privilege indeed to have been appointed 
by the Church as the new Editor of the Witness. The 
magazine now also has Assistant Editors and a new 
design and layout. We express our sincere thanks to the 
retiring Editor, Rev. William Macleod, for his faithful 
labours over many years, and trust that in the years 
to come the magazine will continue to be a blessing in 
making known the truths of God’s Word, and above all 
the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.)

ENCOURAGEMENTS 
FOR CHRISTIANS

To be a Christian is always challenging, and there 
are aspects of the Christian life today which 
seem particularly difficult. For one thing, our 

congregations tend to be ageing and dwindling, as 
we battle against the spiritual apathy of the present 
generation. For another, individual believers face 
pressures in their places of work or learning, where 
there may be great opposition to the faith we confess. 
Finally, we have the sad spectacle of professing 
Christians compromising and falling, and the world 
mocking. I am sure you find these things discouraging 
at times, as I certainly do. The evil one attempts to 
use them to dishearten us, and sometimes he appears 
to succeed. But there are great encouragements for 
Christians, as I hope we will see.

SATAN’S STRATEGY
As believers we must ever remember that we are living 
in a fallen world. Sin is all around us, and we are grieved 
to see God’s law broken so readily, with countless lives 
ruined as a result. But sin is also within us. While we are 
saved from our sins, we are sanctified only in part, and 
temptations come continually, not only from without 
but from our own flesh (James 1:14). Temptation is 
the devil’s trade, and he is very active in it. In the Old 
Testament Satan was “going to and fro in the earth”, and 
“walking up and down in it”, seeking a prey for himself. 
In the time of the New Testament he was still walking 
about, seeking whom he might devour, and the apostle 
Peter had to exhort the saints to resist him, “stedfast in 
the faith” (1 Pet. 5:8,9).

Our conflicts with Satan’s temptations, the trials and 
the opposition we sometimes face, and our frequent 
failures in the Christian life, tend to discourage us. 
When these things are multiplied we may begin to 
feel weak within, unable to make any headway, and 
fruitless, having to lament with Isaiah, “My leanness, 
my leanness, woe unto me!” (Isa. 24:16). When that 

continues to be our condition, and when we see no 
prospect of any change for the better, we may become 
cast down, and begin to be careless about spiritual 
things. The devil has now got us where he wants us. 
Have you known this experience? Perhaps it is yours 
at the present time. How may we get ourselves out of 
this snare?

GOD’S COVENANT
At such times we need to be much in the main things 
of our most holy faith. Our despondency, though real 
to us now, is not the ultimate reality belonging to the 
people of God, and cannot alter it. Although our soul 
may be troubled – like David’s house near the end of 
his life – yet the Lord has also made with us a covenant 
“ordered in all things, and sure” (2 Sam. 23:5). This is 
all our salvation! In His covenant God has embraced His 
people in His special love – a love which is “strong as 
death” (Song of Sol. 8:6), and which will not let them go. 
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have bound themselves 
to believers – a threefold cord which is not quickly 
broken (Eccles. 4:12).

Editorial
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In His covenant, God pledges to be our God – the 
God of us poor sinners – forever! The Lord revealed 
this astounding truth to Abraham, the father of all 
believers: “And I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations 
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee.” (Gen. 17:7) God’s covenant with 
His people is a covenant of grace, from first to last, and 
those who are savingly within this covenant are able 
to say of the Lord now, despite their disappointments, 
“Thou art my God” (Ps. 31:14; Isa. 25:1). As believers 
we may take great encouragement from the glimpse the 
Bible gives us of the perfect blessedness of the saints in 
glory: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” 
(Rev. 21:3)

CHRIST OUR ROCK
The Christian’s life is centred upon Jesus Christ, the 
Mediator between God and men. He is the Angel who was 
in “the church in the wilderness” (Acts 7:38), meeting 
the needs of the children of Israel in their long and 
difficult journey to the promised land, and He ministers 
today to those who must “through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). Jesus is 
Emmanuel, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). Before Christ 
ascended bodily into heaven, He assured the church of 
His abiding presence, saying to His disciples: “lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 
28:20) The Lord dwells personally with every believer, 
as we learn from those comforting words, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). That is a truth 
to lift us up, and give us strength.

There is much encouragement for the believer in 
the Person of Christ. As God’s only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ is a divine Person. He is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable in His mercy, grace and love. A man adrift 
in a stormy sea, and in danger of drowning, will hold on 
to any rock he can find; when we feel ourselves to be 
sinking spiritually, we must cling by faith to the Rock 
– to Jesus Christ, the mighty Rock of Ages, who is ever 
by us. Our Saviour is “the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8), and in Him we are as secure 

as the believers already at rest in heaven – although 
things may not always appear that way to us.

We may take great comfort too from the offices Christ 
holds as our Redeemer, and His work in those offices. 
As our Prophet, Christ speaks the word of God to us 
with such power that we are made “wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). As 
our Priest, Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice of Himself is 
wholly sufficient to satisfy God’s justice on our behalf, 
and His intercession obtains for us all the grace we 
require while we are in this world (Heb. 7:25). As our 
King, Christ subdues our sins, frustrates the designs 
of wicked men, thwarts all the aims of the devil and 
conquers death, our last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26). We have 
every reason to praise God – to “make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation” (Ps. 95:1)!

A PRECIOUS PROMISE
God, as our heavenly Father, makes many promises to 
us as His children and those promises are to be found 
scattered throughout the Bible. Some come from the 
lips of Christ Himself, and there is one which is very 
precious to believers experiencing difficulty. Jesus, who 
is the Good Shepherd, says of His sheep: “I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish” (John 
10:28). In the midst of our various discouragements, we 
long for one thing to be settled: to know that we are the 
Lord’s. If we have the evidences of the more abundant 
life which Christ gives to His own – a delight in God’s 
word, a love for the Saviour, and a desire for holiness – 
and if we can say with Paul, “by the grace of God I am 
what I am” (1 Cor. 15:10), then we may be sure that God 
has begun in us the good work of salvation.

If God has begun that work, we can be confident 
that He will complete it. Though we may descend to 
the depths spiritually, we are still in the hand of Christ, 
and in the Father’s hand. And we know that God’s hand 
makes “all things work together for good” to His people 
(Rom. 8:28). There is so much in that “all things”: our 
ups and downs, our losses and crosses, our tears and 
fears, and even our transgressions and shortcomings. 
How marvellous that, though as believers we never 
have any excuse for doing anything which God does 
not approve of in His word, and though, if we do such 
a thing, it may result in a humbling, yet in His loving 
wisdom the Lord is able to make everything serve our 
eternal interests in the end! How encouraging for the 
tried and tempted and discouraged Christian! We are 
saved by such hope. Like Paul and the other apostles, 
the believer is “cast down, but not destroyed” (2 Cor. 
4:9), because he is joined to Christ in a union which 
will never be dissolved and is depending upon a faithful 
God.

David, in a time of great distress, “encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God” (1 Sam. 30:6). When we are 
discouraged let us do the same, and the fowler’s snare 
will eventually break open, and our soul will escape as 
a bird!

Editorial

“As our King, Christ 
subdues our sins, 
frustrates the designs of 
wicked men, thwarts all 
the aims of the devil and 
conquers death, our last 
enemy (1 Cor. 15:26).”
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“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
(Philippians 1:21)

1. Jesus Christ is the Source of our spiritual life. 

The Christian life is a life “in Christ”: there is no 
spiritual life apart from Him. He is the one object 
of faith, and He must have the central place 

and indeed the only place. God has blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3). This life 
comes to us through Christ’s obedience unto death, 
His Atonement, and He still lives “for us” (Heb. 9:24), 
sending His Spirit to live in us (John 14:16), to impart 
life to us. Christ communicates to His people this 
one life. The Apostle Peter recoiled from the thought 
of any other, when he said, “Lord to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68) 
Christ communicates this life to His church in every 
generation; He is the sole channel through which this 
life comes to sinners. Therefore, for our Christian life, 
we must turn to Christ and to Christ alone. We receive, 
not a vague spiritual influence, but a fully prepared life 
from the Mediator, in which everything that is to be 
ours is prepared, planned and applied. We receive “out 
of his fulness” (John 1:16).

Walter Marshall, in his excellent book The Gospel 
Mystery of Sanctification, states this concisely: “And 
as our natural corruption was produced originally 
in the first Adam, and propagated from Him to us, 
so our new nature and holiness is first produced in 
Christ, and derived from Him to us.” It is therefore 
impossible to think of ourselves as being justified by 
Christ, apart from being sanctified in Christ (1 Cor. 
1:30,31). Though justification and sanctification must 
be distinguished, they cannot be separated in the life 
of the believer. In giving to us the righteousness He 
has obtained for us, Christ also breaks the tyranny of 
sin in us which led to a self-centred life, substituting 
for it a life based on Himself. Progress in the Christian 
life is a deepening of spiritual life, and for this the Holy 
Spirit is indispensable – we cannot rise above the level 
of the Holy Spirit’s activity within us. This in no way 
diminishes our responsibility to be holy as the Lord is 

holy (1 Pet. 1:15,16), but we are not going to be able to 
do this without Him. Nor must we concentrate on the 
Holy Spirit apart from His relationship to Christ, and 
the Father’s purpose.

2. Christ is not only the Source, but also the Pattern 
of this spiritual life. 
Growth in spiritual life comes with increasing 
conformity to Christ, this conformity being the apex 
of holiness and happiness (Rom. 8:29). Our spiritual 
motivation is the apprehension of Christ’s love: “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” This principle is 
contradicted by those who say they love Christ, but 
disobey Him in doctrine, worship and practice. We know 
from Scripture what He taught, how He worshipped 
and how He acted, and there is no ambiguity about 
this. If someone says, “I want to be like Jesus”, then they 
should start with these three revealed principles of the 
Christian life. If the life is not patterned on the life of 
Christ, then it may be a moral or a ‘religious’ life, but it 
is not spiritual life.

3. The Christian life is Twofold, hidden (Col. 3:3) 
and revealed (Gal. 2:20). 
The Apostolic exhortation to crucify or put off the 
old man also reminds us that there is a conflict in the 
Christian between the new nature and the old. The 
discipline and restraint of the old man is an effect of 
our spiritual life. The cry of the spiritual man is heard 
in Romans 7:24, “O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” The Apostle 
is looking ahead for a full and final deliverance from 
the presence of indwelling and opposing sin. Samuel 
Rutherford, the famous seventeenth century Scottish 
Presbyterian, says that conflict with sin is the mark 
of grace. Where there is no conflict, there is no grace; 
there is only one power in the nature, namely sin. There 
requires to be two powers in order for there to be 
conflict. The new creature does not become an angel, 
but a “good soldier of Jesus Christ”. This is Christian 
experience. However, the believer’s comfort is that 
even as Christ has finished a work for him, so He will 

DEVOTIONAL
The Christian Life 
Is A Spiritual Life

Rev. James Clark
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finish this good work of sanctification in him (Phil. 1:6).
The tendency of the flesh is to self; the work of the 

Spirit tends to self-denial, and He also helps us as we 
bear our cross. But all crosses are cast off at death; 
this is guaranteed by Christ’s cross. When Christ rose 

He was no longer bearing sin, and when the believer 
rises in the resurrection he will have a body of life, not a 
“body of death”. The believer has the “power of [Christ’s] 
resurrection” (Phil. 3:10), by the Spirit who dwells 
in us. Thus the believer is, “as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10). This is something hidden, 
something “which doth not yet appear” (1 John 3:2). 
Luther comments: “For our good is hidden, and that so 
deeply that it is hidden under its contrary.” The world 

sees no halo upon the Christian, because the crown 
does not yet appear (cf. 2 Tim. 4:8), but it is promised. 
Calvin states: “The things about us all seem adverse 
to the promises of God. He promises us immortality 
but we are clothed with mortality and corruption. 
He declares that he accepts us as righteous, but we 
are covered with sins. He testifies that he is merciful 
and benevolent towards us, but all the outward signs 
threaten His wrath.”

4. The Christian life is Lived within the Church. 
With privileges come responsibilities. Too many say, 
“The church will do it” – but we are the church! There is 
order and purpose in the Christian life, both individually 
and corporately. The church, like the Christian, is not 
without appointed government. Individual anarchy 
tends to manifest itself in ecclesiastical anarchy. There 
can only be peace and harmony in the soul and in the 
church when we (all) agree with Christ. “True freedom 
is to obey Christ,” says Samuel Rutherford. This is 
the new desire of the new heart (Ps. 119:32). For the 
church to live is Christ also: He will build His church 
and He has not left us in ignorance of the purpose and 
order of this church; it is to live to Him. No-one can ‘opt 
out’ of his or her responsibilities to Christ and continue 
to bear the name of Christian; one may have “a name 
that thou livest” – but a name is not a life!

5. Maintaining a devotional frame of mind. 
This requires that we:

a) Live near the Source. Keep looking to the One you 
walk with and check the distance between you. For 
example, how close are you to His mind and character? 
We are to walk as Jesus walked, and can two walk 
together unless they are agreed? (Amos 3:3). Holiness 
is harmony.

b) Do not neglect the Holy Spirit in your prayers. Do 
not grieve the Spirit by ignoring Him or by thinking 
you can accomplish anything spiritually good without 
Him. Seek His assistance in praying (Rom. 8:26) and in 
sincere self-examination.

c) Keep a strict account with yourself at the end of 
each day. Do not be like the ninety nine who thought 
they could go to Heaven without repentance (and 
were left wandering in the wilderness). And do not 
let weeds grow in the garden of the Lord; they will be 
more difficult to get rid of later. Pray that you will see in 
yourself what God sees, and take measures against the 
opposition. And, as the Scottish theologian and writer 
Alexander Whyte said, “Be thankful for Romans 7” – 
but do not forget to read Romans 8:1 with it.

d) Use the means of grace. You are responsible for 
doing this if you are to grow in grace. Everything which 
keeps the mind on Christ is a good thing; not only 
shall we encourage ourselves thereby, but also others. 
Therefore let us not neglect our own soul, nor forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together.

Devotional

“Do not grieve the 
Spirit by ignoring Him 
or by thinking you can 
accomplish anything 
spiritually good without 
Him.”
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(Samuel Miller [1769-1850] was an American 
Presbyterian theologian who helped to found Princeton 
Seminary, where he was Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History and Church Government. This article is abridged 
from a lecture entitled ‘The Utility and Importance 
of Creeds and Confessions’, which Miller delivered at 
Princeton on 2nd July 1824.)

By a creed, or confession of faith, I mean, an 
exhibition, in human language, of those great 
doctrines which are believed by the framers of it 

to be taught in the Holy Scriptures; and which are drawn 
out in regular order, for the purpose of ascertaining 
how far those who wish to unite in church fellowship 
are really agreed in the fundamental principles of 
Christianity.

I affirm, that the adoption of such a creed is not only 
lawful and expedient, but also indispensably necessary 
to the harmony and purity of the visible church. For 
the establishment of this position, let me request your 
attention to the following considerations.

1. Without a creed explicitly adopted, it is not easy 
to see how the ministers and members of any particular 
church, and more especially a large denomination of 
Christians, can maintain unity among themselves.

If every Christian were a mere insulated individual, 
who inquired, felt, and acted for himself alone, no 
creed of human formation would be necessary for his 
advancement in knowledge, comfort or holiness. With 
the Bible in his closet, and with his eyes opened to see 
the “wondrous things” which it contains (Ps. 119:18), he 
would have all that was needful for his edification. But 
the case is far otherwise. The church is a society; a society 
which, however extended, is “one body in Christ”, and all 
who compose it, “members one of another” (Rom. 12:5). 
Nor is this society merely required to be one in name, or 
to recognise a mere theoretical union; but also carefully 
to maintain “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:3). They are exhorted to “stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind” (Phil. 1:27). They are commanded all to 
“speak the same thing”, and to be “of one accord, of one 
mind” (1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 2:2). And this “unity of spirit” 
is as essential to the comfort and edification of those 
who are joined together in church fellowship, as it is to a 
compliance with the command of their Master. “Can two 
walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Can a 
body of worshippers, composed of Calvinists, Arminians, 
Pelagians, Arians, and Socinians, all pray, and preach, 
and commune together profitably and comfortably, 
each retaining the sentiments, feelings, and language 
appropriate to his denomination? This would indeed 
make the house of God a miserable Babel.

2. The necessity and importance of creeds and 
confessions appear from the consideration, that one 
great design of establishing a church in our world was, 
that she might be in all ages, a depository, a guardian, 
and a witness of the truth.

Christians, collectively as well as individually, are 
represented in Scripture as witnesses for God among 
men. They are commanded to maintain his truth, and 
to “hold forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:16), in all its 
purity and lustre before a perverse generation, that 
others may be enlightened and converted. They are 
exhorted to “buy the truth, and sell it not” (Prov. 23:23); 
to “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3); to “hold fast the form of sound words” 
which they have received (2 Tim. 1:13); and to “strive 
together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). These, 
and many other commands of similar import, plainly 
make it the duty of every Christian church to detect 
and expose prevailing heresies; to exclude all such as 
embrace radical heresy from their communion; and 
to “lift up a standard” for truth, whenever “the enemy 
comes in like a flood” (Isa. 59:19).

3. The adoption and publication of a creed, is a tribute 
to truth and candour, which every Christian church owes 
to the other churches, and to the world around her.

Every wise man will wish to be united in religious 
duty and privilege, with those who most nearly agree 
with himself in their views of doctrine and order; 
with those in intercourse with whom he can be most 
happy, and best edified. Of course, he will be desirous, 
before he joins any church, to know something of 
its faith, government, and general character. I will 
suppose a pious and ingenuous individual about to 
form his religious connections for life. He looks round 
on the churches to which he has most access, and is 
desirous of deciding with which of them he can be most 
comfortable. I will suppose that, in this survey, he turns 
his eyes towards the truly scriptural and primitive 
church to which it is our happiness to belong. He is 
anxious to know the doctrine as well as the order which 
he may expect to find in connection with our body. How 
is he to know this? Certainly not by going from church 
to church throughout our whole bounds, and learning 
the creed of every individual minister from his own 
lips. This would be physically impossible. But when 
such an inquirer finds that we have a published creed, 
declaring how we understand the Scriptures, and 
explicitly stating in detail the great truths which we 
have agreed to unite in maintaining, he can ascertain 
in a few hours, and without leaving his own dwelling, 
what we profess to believe and to practise, and how far 
he may hope to be at home in our communion.

DOCTRINEWHY WE 
NEED CREEDS

Samuel Miller
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4. Another argument in favour of creeds publicly 
adopted and maintained, is that they are friendly to the 
study of Christian doctrine, and of course, to the prevalence 
of Christian knowledge.

It is the general principle of the enemies of creeds, that 
all who profess to believe the Bible, ought, without further 
inquiry, to unite; to maintain ecclesiastical communion; 
and to live together in peace. But is it not manifest, that 
the only way in which those who essentially differ from 
each other concerning the fundamental doctrines of 
the gospel, can live together in perfectly harmonious 
ecclesiastical fellowship, is by becoming indifferent 
to truth: in other words, by becoming persuaded that 
modes of faith are of little or no practical importance to 
the church, and are, therefore, not worth contending for; 
that clear and discriminating views of Christian doctrine 
are wholly unnecessary, and of little use in the formation 
of Christian character? But in proportion as professing 
Christians are indifferent to truth, will they not be apt to 
neglect the study of it? And if the study of it be generally 
neglected, will not gross and deplorable ignorance of it 
eventually and generally prevail?

5. It is an argument of no small weight in favour of 
creeds, that the experience of all ages has found them 
indispensably necessary.

Even in the days of the apostles, men, calling 
themselves Christians, and professing to preach the 
religion of Christ, perverted his truth, and brought 
“another gospel” (Gal. 1:6), which he had not taught. In 
this exigency, how did the churches proceed? An inspired 
apostle directed them not to be contented with a general 
profession of belief in the religion of Christ on the part 
of those who came to them as Christian teachers, but to 
examine and try them, and to ascertain whether their 
teachings were agreeable to the “form of sound words” 
(2 Tim. 1:13) which they had been taught by him. Here 
was, in effect, an instance, and that by Divine warrant, 
of employing a creed as a test of orthodoxy: that is, men 
making a general profession of Christianity, are expressly 
directed by an inspired apostle, to be brought to the test, 
in what sense they understood that gospel, of which in 
general terms, they declared their reception, and how 
they explained its leading doctrines.

6. A further argument in favour of creeds and 
confessions, may be drawn from the remarkable fact, 
that their most zealous opposers have generally been 
latitudinarians and heretics.

I do not affirm that the use of creeds has never 
been opposed by individuals substantially orthodox, 
and even by orthodox churches: for it is believed that 
a few rare cases of this anomaly have occurred, under 
the influence of strong prejudice, or very peculiar 
circumstances. Yet, so far as I can recollect, we have no 
example of it among the ancients. Such cases are the 
growth of very modern times. Nor, on the other hand, 
is it my purpose to deny that heretics have sometimes 
been extremely zealous in forming and maintaining the 
most corrupt creeds. For of this the early history of the 

church abounds with examples, and its later periods 
have not been wholly without them.

But what I venture to assert is, that, as a general fact, 
the most ardent and noisy opponents of creeds have 
been those who held corrupt opinions; that none, calling 
themselves Christians, have been so bitter in reviling 
them, in modern times, as the friends of Unitarianism, 
and those who were leaning toward that awful gulf; and 
that the most consistent and zealous advocates of truth 
have been, everywhere and at all times, distinguished by 
their friendship to such formularies. Nor has this been 
by any means a fortuitous occurrence, but precisely 
what might have been calculated, on principle, as likely 
to be realised. It is an invariable characteristic of the 
orthodox that they lay great stress on the knowledge 
and reception of truth; that they consider it as necessary 
to holiness; that they deem an essential part of fidelity 
to their Master in heaven to consist in contending for it, 
and maintaining it, in opposition to all the forms of error. 
On the contrary, it is almost as invariable a characteristic 
of modern heretics, and more especially of those who 
fall under the general denomination of Unitarians, that 
they profess lightly to esteem modes of faith; that they 
manifest a marked indifference to truth; that they, for the 
most part, maintain, in so many words, the innocence 
of error; and hence very naturally reprobate, and even 
vilify, all faithful attempts to oppose heresy, and to 
separate heretics from the church.

7. The only further argument in support of creeds on 
which I shall dwell, is, that their most zealous opposers 
do themselves virtually employ them in all ecclesiastical 
proceedings.

The favourite maxim, with the opposers of creeds, that 
all who acknowledge the Bible, ought, without hesitation, 
to be received, not only to Christian, but also to ministerial 
communion, is invariably abandoned by those who urge 
it, the moment a case turns up which really brings it to the 
test. Did any one ever hear of a Unitarian congregation 
engaging as their Pastor a preacher of Calvinism, knowing 
him to be such? But why not, on the principle adopted, or 
at least, professed by Unitarians?

We have before seen, that the friends of truth, in 
all ages, have found, in their sad experience, that a 
general profession of belief in the Bible, was altogether 
insufficient, either as a bond of union, or as a fence 
against the inroads of error. And here we find the 
warmest advocates of a contrary doctrine, and with a 
contrary language in their mouths, when they come to 
act, pursuing precisely the same course with the friends 
of creeds, with only this difference, that the creed 
which they apply as a test, instead of being a written 
and tangible document, is hidden in the bosoms of 
those who expound and employ it, and, of course, may 
be applied in the most capricious as well as tyrannical 
manner, without appeal; and further, that, while they 
really act upon this principle, they disavow it, and 
would persuade the world that they proceed upon an 
entirely different plan.

Doctrine
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(Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield [1851-1921] was 
professor of theology at Princeton Seminary and served 
as its last principal. This article is abridged from the 
opening part of an address delivered by Warfield 
before the Presbytery of New York, on 8th November, 
1897, celebrating two hundred and fifty years since the 
completion of the Westminster Standards.)

It is a humbling exercise to reflect on the difficulty 
which has been experienced by the gospel of God’s 
grace – or evangelical religion, as we currently call 

it nowadays – in establishing and preserving itself in 
the world. The proclamation of this gospel constitutes 
the main burden of the Scriptural revelation. And, after 
the varied and insistent statement which it received at 
the hands of the great company of inspired men whose 
writings make up the complex of the Scriptures, one 
might well suppose that it had been made the permanent 
possession of men, etched into the very substance of 
human thought with such boldness that even he that 
ran could not fail to read it, with such depth that it 
could never again be erased or obscured. But it was not 
so. There is no other such gulf in the history of human 
thought as that which is cleft between the apostolic and 
the immediately succeeding ages. Here is the great fault 
– as the geologists would say – in the history of Christian 
doctrine. There is every evidence of continuity – but, oh, 
at how much lower a level! Thus it came about that the 
deposit of divine truth in the apostolic revelation did not 
supply the starting-point of the development of doctrine 
in the church, but has rather from the beginning stood 
before it as the goal to which it was painfully to climb.

Through how many ages men needed to struggle 
slowly upward before they even measurably recovered 
the lost elevation! Early monuments of such struggles 
for fundamental elements of evangelical religion we 
possess in those forms of sound words which we know 
as the Nicene Creed and the Chalcedonian formulary, 
in which the evangelical doctrines of the Trinity in 
Unity and of the Person of Christ receive such lucid, 
comprehensive, and circumspect statement as has 
safeguarded them through all subsequent time, and 
against every hitherto conceivable encroachment of 
misbelief. But it was not until four centuries had dragged 
by that, in reaction upon an incredibly audacious 
onslaught upon the very core of evangelical religion, the 
Church was enabled to rise upon the broad and strong 
wings of a great religious genius, to something like a 
full-orbed apprehension of the treasures she possessed 
in the gospel of God’s grace.

Augustine compassed for her the privilege of this 
splendid vision, and for a season she basked in its 

glory. But what that generation thus achieved, it lacked 
the power fully to secure for its successors. It fixed its 
own attainments in no firmly outlined and detailed 
formulary of ecumenical authority; and it had not itself 
passed away before the lines drawn so sharply and 
boldly by the master-hand of Augustine began to fade 
again out of the consciousness of men. We can trace the 
increasing obscuration from age to age.

But it is a long night that knows no dawn; and just 
when the darkness seemed most hopeless, a streak of 
light appears again on the horizon and the sun springs 
suddenly up and climbs the heavens. The Reformation 
we call it: Zwingli, Luther, Calvin – these are its heralds: 
and what it really is is the gospel of God’s grace brought 
back to earth. Surely now, we will say, flung into the 
midst of this mass of awakened men, with the memory 
of their despair fresh on them and the experience 
of their deliverance keen in their hearts, the gospel 
has come to stay. But no: the clouds at once gather 
again. Melancthon himself, trusted helper and worthy 
companion of Luther, first systematic expounder of the 
newly recovered gospel, readmits the old “evil leaven 
of synergism,” [the teaching that the Holy Spirit and the 

DOCTRINETHE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
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will of the sinner co-operate to produce regeneration], 
and, amid the turmoils that ensue, the Lutheran 
churches succeed in only partially recovering the lost 
ground.

Meanwhile, in the 
grace of God, better things 
were being wrought by 
the Reformed. They it was 
who were most cruelly 
ground under the heel 
of the oppressor; they it 
was, consequently, who 
most passionately cast 
their hearts’ hope upon 
the God of salvation. And 
so, all over the Reformed 
world, voices were raised 
giving expression to the 
doctrines of grace with 
a fullness, a richness, 
an absoluteness never 
before known. Reformed 
Confessions sprang up 
everywhere in a luxuriant 
growth, written often by the hands of martyrs, wet 
always with their blood, and each and all declaring 
through martyr lips, which spoke not only in the fear 
of God but out of ardent love to Him, and face to face 
as dying men with their Judge and their Redeemer, all 
the words of this life. It is a century of struggle and 
suffering which is distilled into these Confessions – a 
century of patient endurance and faithful testimony 
which, in their glowing and uncompromising language, 
speaks out, with a firmness and clearness and fullness 
never before attained, the principles of that gospel by 
which alone the soul can live, and the full sweetness 
and strength of which men taste only in times like 
those. At last the gospel had come to its rights; at last 
men seemed to have laid hold upon it with a clearness 
of apprehension and an ardour of embrace which could 
never more be loosed.

But the treasure was not even yet to be retained 
without a final and supreme struggle. It came in what 
we know as the Remonstrant Controversy, in which 
the old humanitarian conceptions [ideas that salvation 
depends upon man in some way] reappeared in the 
very bosom of the Reformed Churches themselves 
and jeopardised the purity of their assertion of the 
gospel. Met in ecumenical synod at Dort, the Reformed 
Churches gave renewed and serious consideration, 
in the light of Scripture alone, to those elements of 
evangelical religion to which exception had been taken, 
and with one tongue, voicing the testimony of the whole 
Reformed world, bore their solemn witness to them as 
essential elements in the gospel of God’s grace.

But the end was not even yet. Transferred to English 
ground the assault was continued for a third of a century 
longer under circumstances which gave it the highest 

conceivable force and speciousness. Here sacerdotalism 
[the doctrine that salvation is communicated through 
the work of human priests], in the form of Anglican 
prelacy, presented itself in the disguise of the Reformed 

religion itself. This is the 
meaning of what we call 
the Puritan Conflict, which, 
from the theological side, 
was nothing else than the 
last deadly struggle of 
evangelical religion – the 
gospel of God’s grace – to 
preserve itself pure and 
sweet and clean in the midst 
of the most insidious attacks 
which could be brought 
against it.

So, when this company 
of Puritan pastors was 
gathered from the parishes 
of England which they had 
saved for the gospel, and 
was bidden, “Write down 
this gospel,” they could 

not do otherwise than write it down with that rich 
completeness which had nourished their own souls 
and the souls of their flocks in those times of conflict 
and often almost of despair, and with that precision in 
which alone it could preserve its integrity and power in 
the face of the violent and insidious foes to the attacks 
of which it had been, in their own experience, exposed.

It is because the Westminster Standards are the 
product of such men, working under such circumstances, 
that they embody the gospel of the grace of God with a 
carefulness, a purity, and an exactness never elsewhere 
achieved, and come to us as, historically, the final fixing 
in confessional language of the principles and teachings 
of evangelical religion. Sixteen centuries of struggle 
toward the pure apprehension of the gospel lay behind 
them, culminating in that ultimate proclamation of 
evangelical truth which we call the Reformation. 
More specifically, a hundred and fifty years of the 
development of Reformed theology lay behind them, 
culminating in the vindication of the purity of the 
gospel by the Reformed world as over against the 
Remonstrant adulterations. Most specifically of all, 
there lay behind them the half century of the Puritan 
conflict – a half century of working and polishing 
the jewel of the gospel beneath every hammer that 
the cruelty of men, and every chisel and file that the 
ingenuity of men could devise, until it was beaten and 
cut into the most compact and sharply outlined possible 
expression of the pure gospel of the grace of God. It is 
to these historical conditions of their origin that the 
Westminster Standards owe their high significance and 
value. Historically speaking, this is the significance of 
the Westminster Standards as a creed.

Doctrine
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The Shorter Catechism famously begins by 
teaching us that man’s chief end is “to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him for ever.” Few venture to 

consider whether the glory of God has a place beyond 
the opening question and answer. However a perusal 
of our Standards confirms that, far from occupying 
just one place in our Catechism, the idea of the glory of 
God is something which pervades all of our doctrinal 
statements.

Thus in Chapter 1 of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, which deals with the Holy Scriptures, we read 
that “the scope of the whole...is to give all glory to God” 
(WCF 1:5). In other words, if the Bible is a ‘target’, then 
its ‘bullseye’ is God’s glory: miss that, and we miss the 
mark of Scripture. Further, in teaching the doctrine 
of the sufficiency of the Bible for man’s needs, the 
Confession also asserts that it is sufficient to reveal 
God’s glory. “The whole counsel of God, concerning 
all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, 
faith, and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, 
or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced 
from scripture” (1:6).

In Chapter 2 we read that “God hath all life, glory, 
goodness, blessedness, in himself...not deriving any 
glory from them [His creatures], but only manifesting 
his own glory, in, by, unto, and upon them” (2:2). We 
cannot add to God’s glory, yet God manifests His glory 
to and upon us and is glorified in return. The whole 
plan of history reflects this, for in it God is “working all 
things...for his own glory” (2:1).

Election and reprobation, the two parts of God’s 
eternal decree concerning men and angels, are likewise 
declared to be “for the manifestation of his glory” (3:3). 
Not surprisingly Creation (4:1) and Providence (5:1) 
manifest the glory of God’s attributes too. Following on 
from these divine works, the Confession declares that 
the Fall was permitted by God, He having purposed 
it for His own glory (6:1). The reason why the ‘good 
works’ of the unregenerate are sinful, and displeasing 
to God, is because they do not have the glory of God as 
their end (16:7).

Civil magistrates are ordained by God to be under 
Him and over the people, both for the public good and 
“for his own glory” (23:1). That is something which 
is almost totally forgotten in our day. How many of 
those who occupy political office, or other positions 
of authority in our land, realise that they have a duty 
towards the cause of Christ, to enact godly laws, and to 
His church, to protect and succour it?

In the final chapter of the Confession, we are told 
that God has appointed a day of judgment for all men, 
and for the angels which fell from their first estate. 

The purpose for which this day has been appointed 
is twofold: “for the manifestation of the glory of his 
mercy in the eternal salvation of the elect, and of his 
justice in the damnation of the reprobate, who are 
wicked and disobedient” (33:2). The one shall enter 
everlasting life, and the other shall be cast into eternal 
torments.

The theme of God’s glory is present in our Confession 
experimentally, too. Heaven is referred to as ‘the state 
of glory’ (9:5). Eternal life is called “the glory to come” 
(16:5), and the believer rejoices in “the hope of the 
glory of God” (18:1). Being united to Christ by His Spirit, 
we have fellowship with Him “in his graces, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and glory” (26:1).

Yet all this does not exhaust the theme of God’s glory 
in our Standards.

The Larger Catechism teaches us that the believer’s 
communion or fellowship with Christ in glory has three 
stages to it (LC 82). In this life, the firstfruits of glory 
with Christ are communicated to us (LC 83). Then at 
death, we see the glory, when we behold the face of the 
Lord (LC 86). Finally, after the resurrection, we enjoy 
the glory, in the way of “the immediate vision and 
fruition” of the three divine Persons, to all eternity (LC 
90).

Supremely however we glorify God in our worship. 
The duties of the first commandment are to worship 
and glorify God (LC 104). The third commandment 
requires that the name of God, his titles, attributes, 
ordinances, the word, sacraments, prayer, oaths, vows, 
etc., be used “to the glory of God” (LC 112). For what 
are we to pray? It is “for all things tending to the glory 
of God” (LC 184). The conclusion of the Lord’s prayer 
teaches us that in our prayers we are to ascribe to God 
“glorious excellency” (LC 196).

The lesser-known documents do not overlook God’s 
glory either. Our Directory for the Public Worship of 
God states that, when the congregation has assembled, 
the minister, after issuing the solemn call to worship, 
is to begin with prayer: “in all reverence and humility 
acknowledging the incomprehensible greatness and 
majesty of the Lord”. The Form of Presbyterial Church 
Government is prefaced with a wonderful declaration 
of the glory of the exalted Christ.

What this short survey demonstrates is that the 
glory of God is the golden thread that runs through our 
Reformed Standards. This, after all, was the last of the 
five ‘solas’ of the Reformation – Soli Deo Gloria, glory to 
God alone. May it please the Lord to reform His Church 
that this may once again be the hallmark of all her life 
and witness – the glory of God.

DOCTRINETHE GOLDEN THREAD 
OF OUR STANDARDS

Rev. Trevor Kirkland
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(Excerpts from a sermon entitled ‘A Church in the House’, 
preached in London on 16th April 1704)

(1) Family Doctrine

Masters of families, who preside in the other 
affairs of the house, must go before their 
households in the things of God. They must be 

as prophets, priests, and kings, in their own families; 
and as such they must keep up family doctrine, family 
worship, and family discipline; then is there a church 
in the house, and this is the family religion that I am 
persuading you to.

(1.) Keep up family doctrine. It is not enough that you 
and yours are baptized into the Christian faith, and 
profess to own the truth as it is in Jesus, but care must 
be taken, and means used, that you and yours be well 
acquainted with that truth, and that you grow in that 
acquaintance, to the honour of Christ and his holy 
religion, and the improvement of your own minds, and 
theirs who are under your charge. You must deal with 
your families as men of knowledge (1 Pet. 3:7), that is, 
as men who desire to grow in knowledge yourselves, 
and to communicate your knowledge for the benefit of 
others, which are the two good properties of those who 
deserve to be called men of knowledge.

That you may keep up family doctrine,
[1.] You must read the Scriptures to your families, 
in a solemn manner, requiring their attendance on 
your reading, and their attention to it; and inquiring 
sometimes whether they understand what you read. I 
hope you are none of you without Bibles in your houses, 
store of Bibles, every one a Bible. Thanks be to God, we 
have them cheap and common in a language that we 
understand. The book of the law is not such a rarity 
with us as it was in Josiah’s time. We need not fetch 
this knowledge from afar, nor send from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth, to seek the word 
of God; no, the Word is nigh us. When popery reigned 

in our land, English Bibles were scarce things; a load 
of hay (it is said) was once given for one torn leaf of a 
Bible. But now Bibles are every one’s money. You know 
where to buy them; or if not able to do that, perhaps in 
this charitable city you may know where to beg them. 
It is better to be without bread in your houses than 
without Bibles, for the words of God’s mouth are and 
should be to you more than your necessary food.

But what will it avail you to have Bibles in your houses, 
if you do not use them? to have the great things of God’s 
law and gospel written to you, if you count them as a 
strange thing? You look daily into your shop-books, and 
perhaps converse much with the news-books, and shall 
your Bibles be thrown by as an almanack out of date? It 
is not now penal to read the Scriptures in your families, 
as it was in the dawning of the day of reformation from 
popery when there were those who were accused and 
prosecuted for reading in a certain great heretical book, 
called an English bible. The Philistines do not now stop 
up these wells (as Gen. 26:18), nor do the shepherds 
drive away your flocks from them (as Ex. 2:17), nor are 
they as a spring shut up, or a fountain sealed; but the 
gifts given to men have been happily employed in rolling 
away the stone from the mouth of these wells. You 
have great encouragements to read the Scripture; for 
notwithstanding the malicious endeavours of atheists 
to vilify sacred things, the knowledge of the Scripture 
is still in reputation with all wise and good men. You 
have also a variety of excellent helps to understand the 
Scripture, and to improve your reading of it; so that if 
you or yours perish for lack of this knowledge, as you 
certainly will if you persist in the neglect of it, you may 
thank yourselves, the guilt will lie wholly at your own 
doors.

Let me, therefore, with all earnestness press it 
upon you to make the solemn reading of the Scripture 
a part of your daily worship in your families. When 
you speak to God by prayer, be willing to hear him 
speak to you in his word, that there may be a complete 
communion between you and God. This will add much 
to the solemnity of your family worship, and will make 

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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Matthew Henry

“...with the church that is in 
  their house.” (1 Cor. 16:19)
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the transaction the more 
awful and serious, if it be 
done in a right manner; 
which will conduce much 
to the honour of God, 
and your own and your 
family’s edification. It will 
help to make the word of 
God familiar to yourselves, 
and your children and 
servants, that you may 
be ready and mighty in 
the Scriptures, and may 
thence be thoroughly 
furnished for every good 
word and work. It will 
likewise furnish you with matter and words for prayer, 
and so be helpful to you in other parts of the service. If 
some parts of Scripture seem less edifying, let those be 
most frequently read that are most so. David’s Psalms 
are of daily use in devotion, and Solomon’s proverbs in 
conversation; it will be greatly to your advantage to be 
well versed in them. And I hope I need not press any 
Christian to the study of the New Testament, nor any 
Christian parents to the frequent instructing of their 
children in the pleasant and profitable histories of the 
Old Testament. When you only hear your children read 
the Bible, they are tempted to look upon it as no more 
than a school-book; but when they hear you read it 
to them in a solemn, religious manner, it comes, as it 
ought, with more authority. Those masters of families 
who make conscience of doing this daily, morning and 
evening, reckoning it part of that which the duty of 
every day requires, I am sure they have comfort and 
satisfaction in so doing, and find it contributes much 
to their own improvement in Christian knowledge, and 
the edification of those who dwell under their shadow; 
and the more, if those who are ministers expound, 
themselves, and other masters of families read some 
plain and profitable exposition of what is read, or of 
some part of it. It is easy to add under this head, that the 
seasonable reading of other good books will contribute 
very much to family instruction. In helps of this kind we 
are as happy as any people under the sun, if we have 
but hearts to use the helps we have, as those who must 
give an account shortly of them among other talents 
which we are intrusted with.

[2.] You must also catechise your children and servants, 
so long as they continue in that age of life which needs 
this milk. Oblige them to learn some good catechism by 
heart, and to keep it in remembrance; and by familiar 
discourse with them help them to understand it, as they 
become capable. It is an excellent method of catechising, 
which God himself directs us to (Deut. 6:7), to teach 
our children the things of God, by talking of them as 
we sit in the house, and go by the way, when we lie 
down, and when we rise up. It is good to keep up stated 

times for this service, 
and be constant to them, 
as those who know how 
industrious the enemy is 
to sow tares while men 
sleep. If this good work be 
not kept going forward, it 
will of itself go backward. 
Wisdom also will direct 
you to manage your 
catechising, as well as the 
other branches of family 
religion, so as not to make 
it a task and burden, 
but as much as may be a 
pleasure to those under 

your charge, that the blame may lie wholly upon their 
own impiety, and not at all upon your imprudence, if 
they should say, Behold what a weariness is it!

This way of instruction by catechising does in a 
special manner belong to the “church in the house”; for 
that is the nursery in which the trees of righteousness 
are reared, that afterwards are planted in the courts of 
our God. Public catechising will turn to little account 
without family catechising. The labour of ministers in 
instructing youth, and feeding the lambs of the flock, 
therefore proves to many labour in vain, because 
masters of families do not do their duty, in preparing 
them for public instruction, and examining their 
improvement by it. As mothers are children’s best 
nurses, so parents are, or should be, their best teachers. 
Solomon’s father was his tutor (Prov. 4:3,4), and he 
never forgot the lessons his mother taught him (Prov. 
31:1).

The baptism of your children, as it laid a strong and 
lasting obligation upon them to live in the fear of God, so 
it brought you under the most powerful engagements 
imaginable to bring them up in that fear. The child you 
gave up to God to be dedicated to him, and admitted a 
member of Christ’s visible church, was in God’s name 
given back to you, with the same charge that Pharaoh’s 
daughter gave to Moses’s mother, Take this child and 
nurse it for me; and in nursing it for God, you nurse it 
for better preferment than that of being called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter. It is worth observing, that he to 
whom God first did the honour of entailing the seal of 
the covenant upon his seed, was eminent for this part 
of family religion: I know Abraham (says God), that he 
will command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord (Gen. 18:19). 
Those, therefore, who would have the comfort of God’s 
covenant with them and their seed, and would share in 
that blessing of Abraham which comes upon the Gentiles, 
must herein follow the example of faithful Abraham. 
The entail of the covenant of grace is forfeited and cut 
off, if care be not taken, with it, to transmit the means 
of grace. To what purpose were they discipled if they be 
not taught? Why did you give them a Christian name, 
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if you will not give them the knowledge of Christ and 
Christianity? God has owned them as his children, and 
born unto him (Ezek. 16:20), and therefore he expects 
that they should be brought up for him; you are unjust 
to your God, unkind to your children, and unfaithful to 
your trust, if, having by baptism entered your children 
in Christ’s school, and enlisted them under his banner, 
you do not make conscience of training them up in the 
learning of Christ’s scholars, and under the discipline 
of his soldiers.

Consider what your children are now capable of, 
even in the days of their childhood. They are capable of 
receiving impressions now which may abide upon them 
while they live; they are turned as clay to the seal, and 
now is the time to apply to them the seal of the living 
God. They are capable of honouring God now, if they be 
well taught; and by their joining, as they can, in religious 
services with so much reverence and application as 
their age will admit, God is honoured, and you in them 
present to him living sacrifices, holy and acceptable. 
The Hosannas even of children well taught will be the 
perfecting of praise, and highly pleasing to the Lord Jesus.

Consider what your children are designed for (we 
hope) in this world; they must be a seed to serve the 
Lord, which shall be accounted to him for a generation. 
They are to bear up the name of Christ in their day, and 
into their hands must be transmitted that good thing 
which is committed to us. They are to be praising God 
on earth, when we are praising him in heaven. Let them 
then be brought up accordingly, that they may answer 

the end of their birth and being. They are designed for 
the service of their generation, and to do good in their 
day. Consult the public welfare then, and let nothing be 
wanting on your parts to qualify them for usefulness, 
according as their place and capacity is.

Consider especially what they are designed for in 
another world: they are made for eternity. Every child 
thou hast has a precious and immortal soul, that must 
be for ever either in heaven or hell, according as it is 
prepared in this present state; and, perhaps, it must 
remove to that world of spirits very shortly: and will 
it not be very mournful, if through your carelessness 
and neglect, your children should learn the ways of sin, 
and perish eternally in those ways. Give them warning, 
that, if possible, you may deliver their souls, at least, 
that you may deliver your own, and may not bring their 
curse and God’s too, their blood and your own too, 
upon your heads.

I know you cannot give grace to your children, nor is 
a religious conversation the constant consequent of a 
religious education; The race is not always to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong: but if you make conscience 
of doing your duty, by keeping up family doctrine; if you 
teach them the good and the right way, and warn them 
of by-paths; if you reprove, exhort, and encourage them 
as there is occasion; if you pray with them, and for 
them, and set them a good example, and at last consult 
their soul’s welfare in the disposal of them, you have 
done your part, and may comfortably leave the issue 
and success with God.

Practical Religion
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“ ...and pitched his tent...and there he builded an altar 
unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.”
(Genesis 12:8)

Abraham heard the Word from God and responded 
to Him in faith, following Him in worship. These 
are his first two acts when he enters the land of 

Canaan; he pitches a tent and builds an altar beside it.

1. We need to blend heavenly-mindedness with 
earthly usefulness. The tent and the altar are not 
separated in daily life, for Christianity is to affect all 
of life: thoughts, words, standards, values, practices, 
employments, relationships, etc. “If we cannot 
carry it into some place, then that is no place for us.” 
(Spurgeon) Christianity is not for one day in the week, 
or for one building or for one company. Abraham’s 
tent was always identified with the altar of God. Are 
all your days devotional? Is faith not all-pervasive? It 
is wrong to separate life into two halves, one part for 
God and one for the world, one set of principles and 
attitudes for one sphere and an alternate set for the 
other. This is a temptation every pilgrim faces. But 
faith, and the attitude it produces, must be applied to 
the smallest matters, as well as to the greatest in this 
world. Abraham’s views and conduct proclaimed him 
everywhere as the “Friend of God”, and not the “friend 
of the world” (James 2:23; 4:4). The “new creature” has 
a new way of life: it is new to you and new to the world. 
If you think upon the last few days you will doubtless 
conclude that you should have done some things 
differently, and better. Loyalty to the Lord is always the 
key to the proper attitude to the things of this world.

2. The family should be a church in miniature. If 
the head of a family is a Christian, there will always be 
family worship in that home. Abraham acts as a priest, 
presiding over the worship. Abraham also built an altar: 
this was more than a symbol, it was for use. In New 
Testament times there are no more animal sacrifices 
(they were abolished by the once-for-all sacrifice of 
Christ), but there is the sacrifice of praise in worship, 
and every believer is a priest, and not a part-time 
priest. It is dangerous to be content with a profession 
of the true religion without a corresponding practice. 
The Sabbath School is a poor substitute for parental 
instruction, and was invented originally only because 
of parental neglect. Decline in Christianity can often be 

traced back to the decline in family worship; there are 
well-used tents, but barren altars next to them.

3. Serving the Lord begins at home. Abraham would 
be concerned, as we are, that his conduct at the altar-
services would not be in contrast to his character at 
home. We have all heard the saying, “a saint abroad 
but a devil at home” – a reputation to be shunned. Our 
true character is the one which appears in private, not 
the public one for show. Our families see us for what 
we are, and our character can either attract or repel 
them from what we profess. Isaac and Ishmael had 
differing attitudes to their father Abraham, but this 
was the difference between the respect of faith and the 
disrespect of unbelief. Ishmael had doubtless physical 
similarities to Abraham, but no spiritual ones – not that 
any child is saved by parental education or example, 
but it can have some effect on the child. Original sin 
always produces an aversion to Christianity in every 
child of Adam, and parental hypocrisy can deepen that 
contempt. Parents must always remember that they 
are instructing children as sinners, and they must be 
careful to teach them not in word only, but by example.

4. The tents have gone but the altar remains. Our 
tents only continue in this world for a few years, and 
they disappear when our journey through this world 
is over. Soon your place will know you no more, but 
the true Altar, typified by Abraham’s altar, continues 
to accompany new pilgrims through this world, those 
who go through this world with the same faith in Christ 
as Abraham. Every Christian can say as in Hebrews 
13:10: “We have an Altar” – not the temporary one of 
the Tabernacle or Temple, but Jesus Christ, “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (v.8), the One who is 
with us always, who eternally applies to us the benefits 
of the sacrifice which He accomplished, and which 
can never be replaced or repeated. Abraham dwelt in 
tabernacles [tents], “for he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (Heb. 
11:10). The Baptist preacher Alexander Maclaren 
comments appropriately: “If we in like manner have 
come to fix and anchor our lives on the only One who is 
permanent, and to feel ourselves part of that great order 
which lives beyond the grave and above the stars, we 
shall be penetrated with a sense of the transitoriness of 
all things here below, and so be well contented to pitch 
but a moving tent for ourselves.”

PRACTICAL RELIGION

The Tent And The Altar
Rev. James Clark



July / August 201716

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY2017

Retiring Moderator’s Sermon Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn (Aberdeen)

LIVING AND LABOURING IN THE LAST DAYS

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come...” (2 Timothy 3:1ff)

The Perilous Times We Face 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.” The apostle dealt with this 
vital subject in his earlier epistle to Timothy 

(1 Tim. 4), but its importance makes it essential for 
him to return to it. He shows the necessity of seeking 
to preserve the purity of the church. “In the last days” 
covers the gospel dispensation, at the end of which the 
world will be closed. However, these last days will be 
marked by times of danger, persecution, and trial (2 
Thess. 2:1; 1 Tim. 4:1). Rather than expecting steady 
improvement, we are reminded that “evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being deceived” (v.13). How is the servant of the Lord 
in the previous chapter (v.24) to face such times? Paul 
describes the characteristics manifested in the lives of 
those who succumb to the ungodly spirit of the world. 
For simplicity I will observe these things under two 
headings: those who are Swept Away by the Flood of 

Wickedness; and those who end up Running Away 
because of Fearfulness.

Swept Away by the Flood of Wickedness
The godly have always faced this danger in times marked 
by open and abounding sinfulness. But the answer has 
always been to get into that position where we are less 
likely to be swept away. As one writer put it: “If you 
are swept off your feet, it’s time to get on your knees.” 
(Fred Beck) But it would be better to get on your knees 
before you are swept away. Three things are likely to 
sweep a person away in such times: Worldliness in the 
Heart, Lustfulness in the Life and Devilishness in the 
Mind. “For men shall be lovers of their own selves...
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away.” (vv.2-5)

Worldliness in the Heart – The world is a constant 
source of temptation to our wayward hearts. It 
allures and beguiles those who spend too much time 
contemplating its beauty without considering its 
dangers. Demas is an obvious example from Scripture. 
Despite having spent much time in the company of the 
apostle, he never lost his craving for the world. “Demas 

Rev. Timothy McGlynn (left) in discussion 
with Rev. Gavin Beers at the Assembly
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hath forsaken me, having loved this present world” 
(2 Tim. 4:10). Joseph Alleine warns us: “There is no 
surer evidence of an unconverted state than to have 
the things of the world uppermost in our aim, love and 
estimation.”

Lustfulness in the Life – Lust is a powerful and 
dangerous enemy of godliness, toppling some of the 
most notable saints as well as marking many of the 
most evil sinners. Samson could defeat an army of 
soldiers but was disarmed by the power of a pretty 
face. David was a man after God’s own heart, but he fell 
for another man’s wife and destroyed his testimony, his 
peace and his family. Thomas Fuller puts it well when 
he states: “Our eyes, when gazing on sinful objects, are 
out of their calling and God’s keeping.” Many preachers 
are destroying themselves and others with this wicked 
sin. “Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts…” (vv.3-6). “Traitors” means “betrayers”, 
“heady” means “reckless”, and “highminded” is from the 
word “to smoulder” or “to smoke”; “lovers of pleasure” 
means literally “given over to pleasure”.

Devilishness in the Mind – The thoughts are the 
fountainhead from which our actions spring. To go 
astray in our thinking is to place ourselves in a position 
of great danger. Paul warns Timothy, “in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). 
In our chapter he talks of those who are “Ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth… 
these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith.” (vv.7,8) To surrender 
our minds to false teaching is as wrong as to surrender 
our bodies to sinful lusts. Thomas Watson was well 
aware of this, and declared: “A man may go to hell as 
well for heresy as for adultery.”

Running Away because of Fearfulness
When we refuse to do what is bad, Satan will try to get us 
to stop doing what is good. This he attempts through the 
paralysis of fear and the disabling of discouragement. 
William Gurnall in his classic, The Christian in Complete 
Armour, points out that: “[Fear] is Satan’s weapon held 
in reserve. When alluring temptations fail, he opens 
his quiver and shoots these arrows to set the soul on 
fire, if not with sin then with terror. When he cannot 
carry a soul laughing to hell through the deception of 
pleasurable temptations, he will try to make him go 
mourning to heaven by this amazing attack. It is a sure 
sign that Satan is losing. The arrows he shot at Job were 
of this kind. When God let the devil practise his skill, 
why did Satan not tempt Job with some golden apple 
of profit or pleasure or some other enticement? Surely 
the high testimony God gave about Job discouraged him 
from these methods. Satan had no tactic left but this.”

Difficulties – Men who would not yield to the 
blandishments of the sins outlined before may yet 
succumb to other temptations. They do not run 
headlong into the gross sins mentioned because they 
are fearful of the punishments that would accompany 
such things, and that is a good fear. However, they may 
yield to a fearfulness that is morally unsound. When 
difficulties are multiplied many simply yield to the 
weight of such things and give up in despair. John Mark 
seems to have been guilty of this initially. However, 
we are glad to see that the gentle care of Barnabas led 
to his eventual restoration to a position of usefulness 
after such a failure.

Dangers – Many have for a time drawn back from a 
sense of the fearfulness of the cost of following the Lord 
wholly, who afterwards repent and stand firm. Peter 
and the other disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane 
are an obvious example. Their good intentions before 
the time of testing melted away as the henchmen of the 
Sanhedrin appeared to take away the Lord under the 
direction of the traitor Judas. However, Peter and almost 
all the disciples later sealed their faith in a martyr’s 
death. Jesus warns His people of this in Matthew 24:9-
13: “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name’s sake. And then shall many be offended, and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.”

Discouragement and Despair – John Stott claimed 
that: “The Christian’s chief occupational hazards are 
depression and discouragement.” He may well have 
been correct. It is clear that when we start to stray 
in our thoughts from a steadfast adherence to and 
dependence upon the Word of God, we will fall into 
discouragement and despair. It will not occur instantly, 
rather it will creep in slowly, little by little, tiny step 
by tiny step, until almost imperceptibly you’ve strayed 
from the straight and narrow path and are wallowing 
in “the slough of despond” or held fast in “Doubting 
Castle”. William Plummer, when commenting on Psalm 
3:2, says: “Despair is the perfection of unbelief.” 

The Powerful Preachers We Need
Paul instructs Timothy on how he should conduct 
himself as a faithful servant of God. In the previous 
chapter he refers to those whose lives are consistent 
(vv.19-26) as “vessels unto honour”. They proclaim 
the truth in meekness to all, including those who 
oppose the truth, “if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth” (v.25). 
In order to reinforce his exhortation, Paul reminds 
Timothy of his own ministry, which the young man 
had been a witness to over many years. “But thou 
hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, 
faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, 
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afflictions… at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra…” (vv.10-
11). These nine characteristics of his ministry describe 
a true servant of the Lord. We will look at these in three 
groups of three:

Doctrinal Fidelity
Ministerial Usefulness – Timothy was well aware of all 
that Paul taught; he had been saved under the preaching 
of Paul and had then followed (literally, “fully followed 
up” or “accompanied side by side”) him in the work of 
the ministry. The priority of faithfulness in teaching is 
set forth here, as it is in 1 Timothy 4:6: “If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt 
be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou 
hast attained.” Without this, any popularity or acclaim 
would be but a sad deception.

Practical Faithfulness – Unlike the false teachers, 
Paul’s “manner of life” confirmed his teaching. The life 
of the preacher should be a constant affirmation of 
his teaching. Walking the walk, as well as talking the 
talk. There are some people who, when they speak, 
can declare the most wonderful truths of the Gospel 
with clarity and authority. However, when they exit the 
pulpit or the podium their life denies everything they 
have just said. Paul was not guilty of such hypocrisy.

Determined Purpose – The word ‘prothesis’ means; 
‘purpose’, ‘plan’, ‘will’; perhaps ‘steadfastness’, ‘loyalty’. 
Paul’s settled aim was well known by Timothy. Paul 
would have willingly affirmed the purity of his motivation 
in all he did. “Are not zeal for the honour of God, love to 
Jesus Christ and desire of saving souls, your great motives 
and chief inducements to enter into the function of the 
holy ministry, and not worldly designs and interests?” 
(Question 7 put to Probationers and Ministers before 
admission to a Pastoral Charge) Or, to use the words of 
the apostle: “But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” (Gal. 6:14) 
And also: “I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:14) Charles 
Simeon said: “The purpose of preaching is to humble the 
sinner, exalt the Saviour and promote holiness.”

Personal Piety
Living Faith – Paul’s faith was one which issued in 
faithfulness. Paul uses faith in this way when he speaks 
of the Thessalonian believers after Timothy’s return 
from visiting them. “But now when Timotheus came 
from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your 
faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance 
of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see 
you” (1 Thess. 3:6). Paul observes the first things, faith, 
hope, and charity, just as he demands of others, like a 
great pianist who diligently plays his scales just as he 
did when first he took up the instrument. John Ruskin 
rightly stresses the truth that “Faithfulness knows no 
difference between small and great duties.”

Loving Longsuffering – In Greek there are two words 
commonly translated longsuffering: ‘hupomene’, “a 
person having no choice but to bear, only the alternative 
of a patient or impatient bearing, grace must choose 
the former”; and ‘makrothumia’, “a man who having 
power to avenge himself, yet refrains from the exercise 
of this power.” (Chrysostom) It is longsuffering with the 
evil attitudes of others, and their efforts to damage you, 
patient endurance, or forbearance: as such it is opposed 
to haste, to passionate expressions and thoughts, and 
to irritability (1 Cor. 13:4).

Christian Love – As the previous characteristic is 
one practical outworking of “charity” (‘agape’) in 1 
Corinthians 13, so “charity” itself is the love that was 
seen as characteristic of true faith. It was not merely 
a kindly affection or physical expression of ardour; it 
entered more deeply into the very nature of likeness 
to Christ. As D.L. Moody pointed out: “A man may be a 
good doctor without loving his patients; a good lawyer 
without loving his clients; a good geologist without 
loving science; but he cannot be a good Christian 
without love.” It is therefore abundantly clear that it is 
not possible for a man to be a faithful minister without 
love at the very heart of his motivation.

Practical Stability
Patient Endurance – Remember the two words for 
longsuffering: this is the other word, ‘hupomene’. 
It is seen in Romans 2:7: “To them who by patient 
continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour 
and immortality, eternal life”. Jerry Bridges notes: 
“Endurance and perseverance are qualities we would 
all like to possess, but we are loath to go through 
the process that produces them.” Where a man has a 
steadfast hope, he is able to bear with much more that 
the one who has no hope. Such patient endurance is the 
outflow of a strong and stable faith. Elsewhere Jerry 
Bridges defines endurance as “the ability to stand up 
under adversity”.

Conquer Persecution – Timothy was a native of 
either Derbe or Lystra, and was doubtless present 
when the persecutions Paul mentions occurred (Acts 
16:1). “Persecutions… at Antioch, at Iconium, at 
Lystra” (2 Tim. 3:11). Paul directs Timothy’s attention 
to sufferings that occurred early in their ministerial 
association, for they would have had a powerful effect 
on the young man. Paul was chased from Pisidian 
Antioch (Acts 13:50), he had to flee from Iconium 
when a plot to kill him was revealed (Acts 14:5-6), and 
Timothy was in Lystra when Paul was stoned (Acts 
14:20). “Who delivered us from so great a death, and 
doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver 
us” (2 Cor. 1:10). “The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.” 
(Ps. 34:17)

Overcome Afflictions – These are trials of other kinds 
than those from persecutions. The apostle met them 
everywhere (Acts 20:23). They come the way of all and 
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can at times wear us down and perhaps even break us, 
if we allow them to defeat us. This commitment was 
beautifully evident in the life of James Calvert, a young 
pioneer missionary to the cannibals of the Fiji Islands. 
The ship’s captain tried to dissuade him from going 
amongst the islanders, finally crying in desperation, 
“You will lose your life and the lives of those with you 
if you go among such savages.” Calvert calmly replied, 
“We died before we came.”

The Perfect Provision We Have
The privilege of an early association with and 
knowledge of the Bible is a most wonderful blessing. 
Timothy had been acquainted with the Sacred Writings 
from his earliest days (vv.14,15). In the light of this, 
Paul encourages him to make full use of the Scriptures 
in his ministry – the Old Testament taught to him by his 
mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois (2 Tim. 1:5; 
Acts 16:1-3).

Divine Word
It is the fact that God breathed out Scripture that 
requires of us that when we go to it we approach it 
with due reverence. However contrary to the modern 
mind that may be, it is absolutely essential if we wish 
to benefit from the Scriptures. “Wherefore lay apart all 
filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls.” (James 1:21) Everything about Scripture 
attests its divine origin:

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of 
the Church to an high and reverent esteem of the 
Holy Scripture. And the heavenliness of the matter, 
the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, 
the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole 
(which is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery 
it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, the 
many other incomparable excellencies, and the 
entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby 
it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word 
of God: yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion 
and assurance of the infallible truth and divine 
authority thereof, is from the inward work of the 
Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word 
in our hearts. 
(Westminster Confession of Faith, 1:5)

 
Infallible Word
The great Church father Augustine declared: “This I 
have learned to do: to hold only those books which are 
called the Holy Scriptures in such honour that I finally 
believe that not one of the holy writers ever erred.” He 
realised, as multitudes of others have also, that its origin 
secures its accuracy and its authority. “Inspiration is 
the name of that all-comprehensive operation of the 
Holy Spirit whereby he has bestowed on the church a 
complete and infallible Scripture.” (Abraham Kuyper) 
The reliability and infallibility of Scripture extends to 

all and every part of the Bible. As John H. Gerstner puts 
it: “The entire Bible carries the certification of the Son 
of God, which brings with it infallible authority. Thus 
the written Word of God has the seal of the living Word 
of God.”
 
Sufficient Word
The words Paul uses clearly and succinctly describe the 
comprehensive benefit of the Word of God. Doctrine: 
Teaching what we need to know. “You can talk about 
the religious experience all you wish, but if it does not 
have doctrinal roots, it is like cut flowers stuck into 
the ground. They will soon wither and die.” (J.C. Ryle) 
Reproof: Telling us when we have gone wrong. Martin 
Luther put it well when he said: “I had rather that true 
and faithful teachers should rebuke and condemn me, 
and reprove my ways, than that hypocrites should 
flatter me and applaud me as a saint.” Correction: 
Directing us back from error to truth. It is true for 
us that the biggest room in our home, church and 
the world as a whole, is the room for improvement. 
Instruction in righteousness: Keeping on the right track. 
“The end for which God instructs the mind is that he 
might transform the life.” (Al Martin)

John Calvin believed the Scripture was God-breathed 
and useful and thoroughly suited for all our needs. 
T.H.L. Parker, commenting on Calvin’s preaching, noted 
that, “On Sunday he took always the New Testament, 
except for a few Psalms on Sunday afternoon. During 
the week... it was always the Old Testament.” He took 
five years to preach through Acts. He preached forty-
six sermons on Thessalonians, almost two hundred 
on Corinthians, eighty-six on the Pastorals, forty-three 
on Galatians, forty-eight on Ephesians. He spent five 
years on his harmony of the Gospels. That was just his 
Sabbath work! During the weekdays in those five years 
he preached a hundred and fifty-nine sermons on Job, 
two hundred on Deuteronomy, just over three hundred 
and fifty on Isaiah, and one hundred and twenty-three 
on Genesis.

All these facts ensure that Scripture is able to make 
the man of God complete for the great task to which he 
is called. It is not an easy task and it is not getting any 
easier as the days pass. We may not always, or perhaps 
ever, attain to the heights we might wish. Nevertheless, 
as J.I. Packer reminds us: “Faithfulness is our business; 
fruitfulness is an issue that we must be content to leave 
with God.” A.T. Robertson once wittily remarked that, 
“One proof of the inspiration of the Bible is that it has 
withstood so much poor preaching.” Therefore, “Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 
(2 Tim. 4:2) 
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

“This is the first and great commandment.” 
(Matthew 22:38)

Introduction

Biblical Christianity is a God-exalting, man-
abasing religion. Above all else, a God-centred 
focus characterises the true Church and 

distinguishes it from the deceptive man-centred focus 
of the world and counterfeit religion. In the words of 
Isaiah 44:6, “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, 
and his redeemer, the Lord of hosts; I am the first and 
I am the last; and beside me there is no God.” This all-
engrossing sight of God captivates the mind of the true 
Church and moulds her message – prompting a trumpet 
blast heard all around the world.

In our text, the Lord Jesus Christ provides a summary 
of the Ten Commandments. The first table of the Law 
(commandments 1-4) addresses our duty toward God, 
and the second table of the Law (commandments 5-10) 
specifies our duty toward man.

Some truths, once stated, become immediately 
obvious, but until they are stated, are often overlooked. 
Our text illustrates this point. Jesus inextricably ties 
together two truths: God must have first place in all 
things, and, therefore, the first table of the Law must 
have first priority. The first table provides the concrete 
content for the God-centred, God-magnifying focus so 
indispensable to the testimony of our denomination, 
the well-being of the Church-at-large and our witness 
to the wayward world.

So the title of our address, “First Things First”, is 
another way of stating, “First Table First”, an affirmation 
that the first priority in the home, in the church and 
in the nation must be our duty toward the Triune 
God. God’s glory and God’s worship are of supreme 
importance, far above and beyond all else.

Each generation faces the challenge of providing 
good answers to pressing questions. For example, in 
the current cultural climate the media often establish 
the questions, and members of society divide along 
two or more lines, representing answers from the 
spectrum of socially conservative to liberal. Few 
people, however, stop to notice that perhaps we are 
asking the wrong questions, and not just settling for 
inadequate answers. Who gets to determine the most 

important questions, much less the best answers to 
those questions? Confusion abounds whenever we 
become obsessed with finding the best answers, while 
failing to realise that we have not begun to grapple with 
the right questions. I would propose that one of the 
most pressing questions before us is this: What are our 
chief obligations as individuals, as the Church and as 
nations? Jesus answers that question in our text.

I. The Place of the First Table
The Jews had compiled and categorised all the Old 
Testament laws. They identified 613 discrete laws and 
classified them on a graded scale from lesser to greater. 
This infatuation with categorising the law led to heated 
theological debates, which provides the background 
for the Pharisee’s question in verse 36, “Master, which 
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is the great commandment in 
the law?” Jesus responded by 
summarising the moral law 
under two heads – love God 
and love your neighbour, and 
he answered the Pharisee’s 
question by asserting that 
loving God is the first and 
great commandment. He does 
not mean “first” in chronology 
or first on a list. He says “first 
and great” to establish that it 
is “first” in importance. It is 
supreme. God is first; our duty 
to God is first; our love for God is first. It is first God 
then man.

It must be so. Because God, as God, is chiefly 
interested in the promotion and preservation of his own 
glory. He wove all four commandments into a tapestry 
that displays his majesty and serves as a transcript of 
his holiness. The Lord clearly considers the first table 
to be of first importance. As divine law, the first table 
represents the full authority of God himself, and in 
one sense, they are all connected to the worship of 
God and matters that flow from that worship. The first 
commandment addresses who we are to worship. The 
second commandment regulates what we are to do in 
worship. The third commandment limits how we are to 
approach God in worship. The fourth commandment 
specifies when we are to worship.

We must connect the place of the first table to the 
place belonging to God himself. The preface to the Ten 
Commandments opens with “I am the LORD thy God.” In 
a parallel passage to our text, we find these additional 
words from the lips of our Lord, “The first of all the 
commandments is, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is 
one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God...” (Mark 
12:29). The grandeur of God undergirds the gravity of 
the first table, the mandates guarding his glory.

We hear much talk about human rights today: civil 
rights, women’s rights, employee rights and so on. 
But the Christian’s primary concern pertains to God’s 
sovereign rights, God’s prerogatives. In the 17th century 
our Scottish Presbyterian forebearers shouldered 
sacrifices and suffered bloodshed. For what were they 
contending? In their words: the “crown rights of King 
Jesus.” They were not preoccupied with their own rights 
– in fact, they forsook those rights to live on the moors 
and in caves while being hunted and harried. By way of 
contrast, does their commitment reflect a blind spot in 
the present generation? I propose that the Church-at-
large is in danger of misplaced priorities. What we need 
is not a tweak to the cosmetics but a colossal overhaul, 
a paradigm shift. Previous generations were supremely 
concerned with God’s prerogatives. Surely, that needs 
to be reasserted in our own day.

Think about your own experience. If you are 
crossed, you are aroused, but when God is crossed, are 

you not tempted to relative 
indifference? If a man’s name 
is ruined, he will exert great 
vigour to defend himself, but 
if someone blasphemes God’s 
name, hardly an eye is batted. 
When you waste someone’s 
time, they are indignant, but 
if you steal God’s time and 
desecrate his day, it is deemed 
of little significance. This 
reflects skewed priorities, and 
even the Church has fallen 
prey to this change in mindset. 

We must put God’s interests before our neighbour’s 
concerns. In fact, we cannot love our neighbour rightly 
unless we love God supremely. While no command of 
God should be considered small, the first table of the 
law is the greatest because there the object of those 
commandments – the Sovereign God – is most directly 
exalted.

We must love God, delight in God, more than 
anything and anyone else. Augustine described nicely 
this summary of God’s Law (God first; man second) 
when he said, “if you understand the priority of 
loving God first, it is like a needle to thread; it draws 
all after it.” In other words, we must think rightly 
about the relationship of first things and second 
things. One cannot obtain second things by putting 
them first. If one puts second things first, one will 
get neither the first things nor the second things. But 
if one puts first things first, then one secures both 
first things and second things. When one gives the 
first table first place, then all the blessings of the 
second table follow with it. I am not undervaluing the 
importance of the second table, far from it. Rather I 
am advocating an order that will best preserve the 
ethic of the second table. You see this illustrated in 
the argument throughout First John. If you love God, 
you will love your brother. If you do not love your 
brother, you do not love God. Loving God first results 
in loving your brother best.

So first of all, we see the place of the first table. Jesus 
speaks elsewhere of the weightier matters of the law, 
and this belongs to that category.

II. The Priority of the First Table
God prioritises the first table in every arena. As one 
surveys the Old Testament, one discovers that idolatry 
is the prime sin that God confronts at every level of 
society. This is beyond dispute. In turning to the New 
Testament, one may fail to see, without some reflection, 
the predominant place given to addressing idolatry 
there as well. Upon investigation, we learn that every Old 
Testament judgment came as a result of transgressions 
of the first table. Likewise, every Old Testament revival 
and reformation resulted preeminently in a recovery of 
first table obligations in loving God.
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The Protestant Reformation 
followed the same pattern. Calvin 
insisted, “If it be inquired, then, by 
what things chiefly the Christian 
religion has a standing existence 
among us, and maintains its truth, 
it will be found that the following 
two not only occupy the principal 
place, but comprehend under 
them all the other parts, and 
consequently the whole substance 
of Christianity, viz., a knowledge, 
first, of the mode in which God is 
duly worshipped; and secondly, the 
source from which salvation is to 
be obtained.” The gospel serves as 
a means to the end of worship. Evangelism will cease in 
heaven, but pure worship will endure for eternity. The 
present generation has confused and inverted biblical 
priorities.

Why do I say that God prioritises the first table in 
every arena? Because God reinforces this truth from 
the smallest family to the biggest nation.

In the family. Notice Jacob’s concern to uphold the 
first table by removing idolatry from his household. 
Genesis 35:2-4, “Then Jacob said unto his household, 
and to all that were with him, Put away the strange 
gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your 
garments: And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I 
will make there an altar unto God, who answered me 
in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 
which I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange 
gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings 
which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which was by Shechem.” Likewise, Joshua 
demands, “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side 
of the flood...as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD” (Josh. 24:14,15). The Apostle John concludes his 
first epistle with this crescendo: “Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21).

In the church. The Lord built the bulk of the Old 
Testament around the display of God’s supremacy 
through the divinely prescribed structures of his 
Church and the purity of his ordained worship. When 
Jesus rebuked the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2-3), 
much of that rebuke related to their departures from 
the first table. They had left their first love. Today, 
when the average believer moves to a new location, 
how often do they choose a church by asking, “Does 
this congregation give first priority to the first table? 
Do they prize love for God, duty to God, the glory of 
God? Is God’s name hallowed? Is idolatry spurned? Is 
purity of worship practised? Is the Sabbath sanctified? 
Is there zeal for the holiness of God? Do they discipline 
for first table or only second table violations? Or are 
God’s concerns considered secondary, tertiary and 

peripheral?” Peter proclaims, “For 
the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God” 
(1 Pet. 4:17).

In the nation. The Old 
Testament enumerates a 
succession of magistrates who 
turned the nation back to the Lord 
by pushing the first table to first 
place. King Asa purged idolatry 
(2 Chron. 15:8-16). Jehoshaphat 
prepared his heart to seek the 
Lord and removed the groves (2 
Chron. 19:3). Hezekiah went even 
further by sweeping out of the 
land the high places, images and 

groves and purifying the worship of God and restoring 
the God-ordained ordinances of Passover and the 
lawful priests (2 Chron. 29-30). After the repentance of 
Manasseh, he removed false gods and false altars from 
the land (2 Chron. 33:15,16). Josiah pursued the most 
thorough recovery of the first table (2 Chron. 34-35).

These magistrates knew that their first priority was 
God’s rights, God’s prerogatives, God’s glory, God’s name, 
God’s worship (cf., Deut. 13, 17; Lev. 20). Deuteronomy 
13 outlines the magistrate’s responsibility to the first 
table. Notice how it ties this responsibility to our 
love for God, using similar words to Jesus in our text. 
Deuteronomy 13:3, “Thou shalt not hearken unto the 
words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for 
the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul.” So Romans 13 teaches that the Gentile 
magistrate is to be a servant of Christ, and he must 
“kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way...” (Ps. 2:12). Every magistrate and every nation 
must prioritise professing, promoting and protecting 
the true religion. Their duty to God comes first.

Now if you were to ask most Christians inhabiting 
western nations what they see as the most 
important societal issues, they may say abortion 
(6th commandment), same-sex marriage (7th 
commandment), unlawful taxes (8th commandment), 
dishonest magistrates (9th commandment), or crass 
materialism (10th commandment). These are all 
second table issues. In assessing our politicians, 
how much weight is given to their view of idolatry, 
the promotion of false religion, public blasphemy or 
Sabbath desecration? The response from most people 
would be (and it is understandable): “We are way past 
that; those are not relevant issues in the contemporary 
world. We have to fight for what we can achieve.”

With all due respect, who in the world do we think 
we are to dispose of God’s rights? We do not have the 
power or authority to surrender such things on the 
altar of what we deem humanly possible. As officers in 
the Free Church, we vow to uphold the establishment 
principle, though we cannot now enjoy the benefits of 
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its implementation. Let us never consider it irrelevant. 
It provides an answer to some of the most pressing 
questions in the world before us. Do not misunderstand 
me. Abortion and same-sex marriage are evil and 
horrific – we must stand against them on all fronts. But 
if they assume the first place in our priorities, and if we 
fail to repent over our duties toward God, then we may 
be busily rearranging the deckchairs on the Titanic.

Let me reinforce this point. What is the source 
of the downfall of the now post-Christian, western 
countries? For many, the steep descent seems sudden. 
The senseless torture and mutilation of the unborn 
and sexual perversity would have been unthinkable 
a short time ago. The answer is that we have been 
pseudo-religious countries for too long, preoccupied 

exclusively with a man-centred focus on our second 
table rights. We have winked at first table prohibitions 
as society has steadily consumed its moral foundations, 
namely, the cultural veneer of Christian orthodoxy. We 
dropped our obligations to God long ago, failing to care 
for his prerogatives. We refused to contend for and 
uphold God’s rights, and now he has taken away our 
protections by removing the restraints of the second 
table. These connections can be traced all through the 
Old Testament, but allow me to show it to you from 
the New Testament. Romans 1:21-23 reads, “Because 
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” In other 
words, they abandoned the first table. Now notice the 
causal connection in the next words. “Wherefore God 
also gave them up to uncleanness through the lust 
of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves.” Now we see it again in what 
follows. “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” Again, this 

is first table, and note again the causal connection 
in the next words. “For this cause, God gave them up 
unto vile affections: for even their women did change 
the natural use into that which is against nature...” In 
short, when we forsake God’s interests, he will remove 
the restraints that pertain to our interests. When men 
abandon the first table, God gives them over to the sins 
of the second table.

Think of the emotional response to instances of 
adultery in both church and state. Why do we observe 
such strength of feeling to violations of the second 
table in comparison to infractions of the first table? 
The answer includes at least two factors. First, we 
find a man-centred focus. These issues centre on me: 
my respect, my life, my possessions, my well-being. 
Second, there is a self-righteous element. It is easier to 
point out the overt second table failings of others than 
to face how thoroughly and regularly we are exposed 
for our dismal duties in loving God.

Priorities are what we practise, not what we print 
on paper, and that brings us to our final point.

III. The Practice of the First Table
If one wishes to identify true priorities, it would suffice 
to merely survey past and present decisions, both great 
and small. A searching exercise! The first table provides 
the content for what it means to love God supremely. The 
pursuit and passion for the glory of God and the worship 
of God must dominate the Christian life and outlook. 
This is our chief end, our primary purpose in life.

The Moderator presiding at the Assembly
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Jesus sets this truth within 
an experimental framework. 
He summarises the first 
table in two words – Love 
God – and he reinforces this 
by calling for comprehensive 
love. Love the Lord with your 
whole being, all your faculties 
and all your fervour. We 
must love him first and love 
him most. God, the object of 
our love, shines as infinitely 
and eternally glorious. Our 
obedience flows from that love: “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” (John 14:15) We must begin on the 
inside and work to the outside, from our hearts to our 
actions. This necessitates spiritual heart surgery. When 
love waxes cold, zeal for God’s glory wanes. Conversely, 
wherever one finds intense and passionate love for 
God, one also observes the practice of all that is related 
to God’s interests. So we must begin by cultivating love 
for God as our chief ambition. The Psalmist sings, “O 
love the Lord, all ye his saints” (Ps. 31:23). We must love 
God more than men, more than ourselves. What does 
this mean? It means, for instance, that the blasphemy of 
God’s name surpasses the importance of money stolen 
out of my pocket. The removal of idolatry from Church 
and state exceeds the weight of our personal honour. 
We can turn to the Larger Catechism to instruct us on 
hating, loathing and abhorring the sins forbidden in 
the first table of the law and to arouse our reverence 
for God, joy in God, delight in God and obedience 
to God. We must not allow the world to inform us of 
God’s mind and will. Only he determines the matters of 
greatest importance. He establishes the agenda, poses 
the questions and supplies the answers. Our ignorance, 
unbelief and pride must be cured by the knowledge 
and fear of God.

To love God supremely means that infrequent 
communion with God in our practice must be dismissed 
as deplorable. The worship of God is the pivotal force in 
framing the piety of his people. It is the pivotal force in 
the world. The angels are arrested in flight and watch 
in wonder. The crave for the sight and knowledge of 
God alone will suffice. In the words of Moses, “I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory” (Ex. 33:18), and the words of 
David, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will 
I seek after...to behold the beauty of the LORD” (Ps. 
27:4), or the words of Paul, “...I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord...That I may know him.” (Phil. 3:8,10). Seeing the 
Lord results in a passionate pursuit of the Lord’s glory. 
It is the recovery of this mentality that drove men to 
choose martyrdom over relinquishing even one of 
Christ’s crown rights.

To love God supremely means we establish first things 
first within the family. Husbands and wives and parents 
and children give the Lord their unqualified allegiance 

and grant everyone and 
everything else a secondary 
place. When we devote the 
first-fruits of our lives to the 
Lord, family members receive 
a more precious and fruitful 
place than they would have 
otherwise. In our text, Jesus 
quotes from Deuteronomy 
6:5 where God commands 
fathers to inculcate love for 
Jehovah in the instruction of 
children, from morning to 

night. Children must be taught to cultivate a revulsion, 
an internal fear, to idolatry and all that defames God, as 
the greatest evil in the world. We must be indignant as 
long as idols are kept, protected, promoted and utilised, 
knowing that their presence provokes the jealousy of 
God.

To love God supremely means that we acknowledge 
him as Lord of time. God has written his name on the 
first day of every week, claiming it as his own. The 
whole day is the Lord’s Day. Likewise, we must employ 
our resources, talents, gifts and callings – which all 
come from God – first and foremost for his glory and 
within the confines of his prescriptions.

True fear of God instils pathos for putting first things 
first. The transcendent majesty of God, the pervasive 
presence of God and the unalterable demands of God 
loom large in our minds. One could not have lived in 
an Old Testament family, a New Testament family, 
or even a Post-Reformation family without thinking 
along these lines. Nothing trumps whatever defames 
and dishonours the matchless glory of our God. True 
religion is God-centred and God-conscious.

Conclusion
Our generation needs a recovery of first things first, 
first table first, putting God first in all things – in our 
families, in our congregations, and in our nations. Do 
not underestimate the role God has given to our Church 
by measuring it by worldly standards of greatness. Our 
numbers may be small, but our message conveys the 
claims of a great God. A trumpet blast only requires a 
single burst of air.

Whatever else we do, or fail to do, let us never cease 
to exalt his name, submit to his authority, and contend 
for the interests of his glory. In drawing our last breath, 
let our posture be such that we are still pointing 
heavenward in earnest affirmation that our God reigns 
as the King of glory, the Lord of hosts, the Holy One of 
Israel, the Great I Am. “Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever” (Rev. 5:13). When we 
and our congregations are dead and gone, the Eternal 
One shall continue to shine as preeminent.

Loving the Lord thy God is the first and great 
commandment.
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GENERAL
ASSEMBLY2017

(Below is the text of the Address to Her Majesty The Queen which was agreed to by the General Assembly. The 
address will be scripted on vellum by Rev. John Harding and then transmitted to the First Minister of Scotland for 
onward transmission to The Queen.)

 

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY.
 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly of 
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this 
23rd day of May 2017, humbly desire to express to 
Your Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s 
person and throne.

Together with Your Majesty’s subjects around the 
world, we rejoice that God has given Your Majesty 
the health and strength to reign for so long over this 
nation and Commonwealth and we pray that he would 
continue to enable Your Majesty to fulfil the duties 
of Your high calling as Your Majesty has done with 
such dedication over these sixty and more years. It is 
fitting too, as His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh, retires from his public duties, that we 
should acknowledge his outstanding record of public 
service and the support and strength he has been to 
Your Majesty throughout your long reign.

At a time of continued unrest in so many parts of 
the world we prize the stability of the British throne, 
founded as it is on those Christian values which have 
long been fundamental to the life of our land. We recall 
with thankfulness to God that not only was the United 
Kingdom distinguished as a Christian land, where God 
was honoured and his Word, the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament, preached in its purity, but as it 
spread its influence around the globe it was used under 
God to bring the message of the Gospel to the furthest 
parts of the earth. The civil and religious freedoms 
which this brought are still cherished in many parts of 
the world today.

The certainties of these past times are, sadly, no 
longer with us. It saddens us to see the increasing 
marginalisation of Christianity in our land today. We 
continue to prize the fact that the Protestant religion 
and Presbyterian church government are secured here 
in Scotland by the law of the land. However, we are 
concerned at the tendency of our times to see these 
merely as relics of a past age. We would see them, on 
the contrary, as cornerstones of our constitutional 
liberties and, as such, to be as relevant now as ever 
they were in the past.

Amid the uncertainties of these times we see an 
increasing emphasis on equal rights, in their various 
manifestations, as a means of creating a fairer society. 
While we would not dispute these ideals in themselves, 
we believe it is important that they do not impinge on 
the freedoms of those – preachers and other Christians 
– whose first allegiance is to the Word of God. We look 
to Your Majesty as the guardian of these freedoms. 
They have been dearly bought and not easily won.

We continue to lament the persecution of Christians 
in other parts of the world. We pray that through 
diplomatic and other efforts pressure can be brought 
to bear on those responsible so that the sufferings of 
these faithful witnesses for the truth can be alleviated.

We are mindful at this time of our land as it faces 
the upheaval of a General Election. We pray that God 
will endow the incoming Government with the wisdom 
and courage necessary to address the problems before 
them in a manner honouring to Him and for the good 
of all our people.

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your 
Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the 
Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

Loyal & Dutiful Address
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GENERAL
ASSEMBLY2017

General Assembly Report Rev. Trevor Kirkland

The 2017 General Assembly took place once again in Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, commencing at 6.00pm 
on Monday 22nd and ending at midday on Thursday 25th May.

McCurley. Following refreshments, the Moderator 
invited four friends to speak. Rev. Gavin Beers (Ayr) 
spoke of Mr McCurley’s love for Christ and souls, while 
Elder Chris Reeder reflected on his first acquaintance 
with the Moderator as a Pastor, and expressed his deep 
appreciation for Mr McCurley’s ministry and work.

DAY 2 (Tuesday)
Tuesday began with a challenging Moderatorial address 
taken from Matthew 22:36-40 and entitled First Things 
First. The address focused on the first table of the law. 
Mr McCurley said that when we vote in elections we 
should ask candidates for their views on such things 
as blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking. The address 
concluded with: “Our generation needs a recovery of 
first things first, first table first, putting God first in all 
things – in our families, in our congregations, and in our 
nations.” Again, the address is to be found in this issue.

Loyal & Dutiful Address
The draft of a message from the Assembly to Her Majesty 

Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh

DAY 1 (Monday)

The General Assembly opened with the singing 
of the stirring words of Metrical Psalm 34:17-
22. It was followed by an inspirational sermon 

preached by the retiring Moderator Rev. Timothy 
McGlynn (Aberdeen), from 2 Timothy 3:1 and the 
following verses, under the title of Living and Labouring 
in the Last Days. The sermon is found elsewhere in the 
magazine.

Rev. Robert McCurley, Greenville, USA, was then 
installed as the new Moderator. Mr McCurley is believed 
to be only the second US Moderator of a Scottish 
Assembly (Rev. Warren Gardner being the first in 
2013). The General Assembly adopted Standing Orders, 
or rules governing its procedures, and appointed 
Precentors, the latter having a more visible presence 
than the former, yet both were necessary.

Moderator’s Reception
The first day ended with the Moderator’s Reception 
in the Anderson Hall of Liberton Kirk, hosted by Mr 
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The Queen, known as the ‘Loyal and Dutiful Address’, 
was presented to the Commissioners for their approval 
and was accepted. The Address will be transcribed and 
forwarded to the Queen. The text is found elsewhere in 
this issue.

The Assembly then proceeded to its main business, 
namely reports from its various Standing and Special 
Committees which detail their work over the previous 
year.

Ecumenical Relations Committee
The Ecumenical Relations Committee handles our 
relationships with other churches and Christian bodies, 
not just in the United Kingdom but worldwide. In 
addition to representatives from other denominations 
within the United Kingdom, delegates were also 
received from the USA, Canada, and South Africa. The 
Committee’s report led to a lengthy discussion on our 
Church’s relationship with Affinity (an evangelical forum 
with a membership of 1,200 churches). This arose as 
a result of an article on Genesis 1-11 which appeared 
recently in Affinity’s theological journal Foundations 
and which questioned the need for dogmatism about 
“six-day creation in relation to Genesis 1”.

Delegates
A reception of delegates followed, with representatives 
from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England and 
Wales, and the Trinitarian Bible Society.

Finance and Sustentation Committee
In their report the Finance & Sustentation Committee 
highlighted our thanks to God for His goodness to us, and 
to each individual for their sacrificial generosity over 

the past year. Total Income for 2016 was £926,303, an 
increase of 19%, with income to Central Funds having 
increased by 6%, reflecting an increase in remittances 
from congregations. A projected deficit was turned into 
a surplus of £52,427 for the year. The denomination 
has received no legacies for three successive years, 
however. It is important that we make plans to help 
our Church in maintaining gospel ordinances when we 
are no longer here to contribute, and the report drew 
attention to legacies and to the leaflet, Remembering 
the Church in your Will, which should be available 
in congregations. The leaflet includes a particular 
form of words as a guide to solicitors to ensure that 
legacies actually benefit the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing), and not any body with a similar name. 
While expenditure was over £800,000, this was mainly 
stipend and mortgage payments. Net Assets for our 

The Moderator’s Reception

Wallace Thompson, Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland
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denomination total £1,000,000. Through the Central 
Building Fund, a mortgage was arranged during the 
past year on behalf of the Bracadale & Duirinish 
congregation, to enable the purchase of a manse. Our 
Church continues to support the work of mission both 
within and beyond the UK.

General Trustees
As of the 2017 General Assembly, the board of trustees 
consists of Mr Maurice Grant (Edinburgh), Mr Timothy 
Nixon (Brora), Mr Donald Martin (Stornoway), Mr 
Murdo MacDonald (Poolewe & Aultbea) and Mr John 
MacDonald (Portree).

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
The report of the Welfare of Youth & Education 
Committee mentioned the great awakening in 
Scotland which occurred in the eighteenth century. 
At the time the Lord did an astonishing work among 
children; so much was this the case that, in the 

Parish of Kirkintilloch in 1742, sixteen children met 
regularly for prayer in a barn. The report highlighted 
the Sabbath Schools and thanked all Sabbath School 
teachers in the Church for their devotion of time and 
labour in teaching the things of God to the children 
and young people. It also referred to the Youth Camps, 
led by Rev. Timothy McGlynn (Aberdeen) and Rev. 
James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath), and the All-
Age Holiday, which is under the leadership of Rev. 
& Mrs Andrew Allan (Partick). The Committee has 
undertaken extensive work in revising the Bible Class 
and Sabbath School materials, and appreciation was 
expressed for the work of Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod in 
this connection.

Prizewinners were presented to the Moderator for 
the presentation of awards, and were warmly received 
by the Assembly. Elizabeth Keddie (Shettleston) won 
the award in the Sabbath School section of the exams, 
and Matthew S Keddie (Shettleston) in the Bible Class 
section. The Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize for 
Scripture memorisation, and Diplomas for memorising 
and reciting the Shorter Catechism, are also to be gained, 
and these are commended to parents to introduce to 
their children.

Seminary
The Assembly noted the retirement of Rev. John 
Morrison (Lecturer in Systematic Theology), and the 
resignation of Rev. Gavin Beers (Lecturer in Hebrew & 
Old Testament), with regret, expressing its appreciation 
for their many years of service to the Seminary. The 
Assembly unanimously appointed Rev. William Macleod 
(Knightswood) as Lecturer in Systematic Theology, and 
Rev. James Gracie (Edinburgh) as Lecturer in Hebrew 
& Old Testament. Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod and Rev. 
Warren Gardner were asked to lead the Assembly in 
prayer for the two new lecturers, and the prayers of 
the denomination are likewise sought for these men in 
their new responsibilities.

Delegates
Another reception of delegates followed. The Assembly 
warmly received the greetings presented by Rev. David 

Welfare of Youth & Education – Prizewinners
Matthew S. Keddie & Elizabeth Keddie (Shettleston)

Psalmody - Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz
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Silversides on behalf of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland. Also introduced to the Moderator 
were Rev. Ian Macleod of the Free Reformed Churches 
of North America, and Rev. James Millar on behalf of the 
Scottish Reformation Society.

Psalmody Committee
Rev. Bill Scott (rtd) paid tribute to all the Precentors 
throughout the Church for their labours in our various 
congregations. He also exhorted that psalm-singing be 
heard in our homes and not just in our meeting-houses. 
In the year of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, 
the report asked the General Assembly to “encourage 
the singing of Psalms whenever appropriate and 
helpful at various gatherings.” Two encouraging points 
in the report were highlighted: first, that all the Staff 
Psalters had been sold and thus there are plans for a 
new print run; second, the publication in Spanish of a 
defence of exclusive Psalmody written by our minister 
in Spain, Rev. Jorge Ruiz. This appears to be the first 
time in history that such a work has been published in 
Spanish and Mr Scott urged the Assembly to take notice 
of this moment in history directly connected to the Free 
Church (Continuing). An English edition has also been 
published and it is hoped that copies of this remarkable 
book will be circulated in our congregations. At a time 
when many are abandoning the psalms in Scotland, 
we are thankful that the Committee has been able to 
contribute to the increased interest worldwide in 
exclusive psalmody.

Presbytery Boundaries Committee
The matter being handled by this committee arose 
from a petition brought to the 2016 Assembly by the 
Southern Presbytery. In order to complete the remit it 
has been given, the Committee will continue to meet 
for a further year, with the hope that it will be able to 
bring a final report to the 2018 General Assembly.

Petitions
The Assembly then proceeded to deal with Petitions. 
The following Petitions were granted:
1. A Petition from the Northern Presbytery to appoint 
assessors. Rev. John Keddie (rtd) and Rev. Davide Ratti 
(Duthil-Dores) were appointed as General Assessors;
2. A Petition from the Southern Presbytery to appoint 
Rev. Trevor Kirkland (Ballyclare & Doagh) as a General 
Assessor;
3. A Petition from the USA Presbytery to appoint 
assessors. Rev. Gavin Beers, Rev. Trevor Kirkland 
and Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross) were appointed as 
General Assessors;
4. A Petition to consolidate the congregations of 
Lochalsh and Strath into one Kirk Session and Deacons’ 
Court and the congregation to be known as Lochalsh 
& Strath. We are thankful as a Church that because its 
financial situation has strengthened over recent years, 
the congregation has now been removed from the 
Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements, 
to the Equal Dividend Platform without restrictions.

DAY 3 (Wednesday)
Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Committee presented a lengthy report covering 
matters of moral and spiritual concern in Scotland and 
the wider UK, including such diverse subjects as Same-
Sex ‘Marriage’, Organ and Tissue Donation, Named 
Persons, Abortion, and the case involving Ashers 
Baking Company. Through the Committee the Church 
makes representations on these issues to government 
and other bodies. The General Assembly heard high 
praise for the report, and it is possible that it will be 
published, in whole or in part, by other churches. The 
General Assembly lamented the great harm done to so 
many by the ‘permissive society’, and deplored “the 
progressive departure of the Church of Scotland from 
biblical teaching on marriage over recent years”.

Seminary – Rev. William Macleod
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Delegates
A further reception of delegates followed. The 
Assembly welcomed Rev. Graham Nicholls, who spoke 
on behalf of Affinity, Rev. Carl van Dam, who spoke on 
behalf of the Canadian Reformed Churches, and Rev. 
Andrew Quigley, who spoke on behalf of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

Publications Committee
The report of the Publications Committee focused on 
the denomination’s magazines, which occupy the bulk 
of the Committee’s time and attention. The Assembly 
paid due tribute to Rev. William Macleod, who has 
now retired as Editor of the Free Church Witness, after 
serving conscientiously in that capacity for the lengthy 
spell of seventeen years. Rev. David Blunt (North Uist & 
Grimsay) was appointed as Mr Macleod’s replacement, 
for an initial four-year term, working with three 
assistant editors, who are Rev. James Clark (Inverness), 
Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Alasdair Macleod (Knock 
& Point). The Committee have made new arrangements 
for the design and layout and the printing of both the 
Witness and the Explorer, and it is hoped that these 
will come into effect with the July-August issue. The 
booklets published by the Committee in the ‘Finding 

Out About…’ series are helpful additions to any home 
library, and the existing titles of The Five Points of 
Calvinism, The Lord’s Supper, Worship and Baptism have 
now been joined by Presbyterianism, written by Rev. 
David Blunt.

Delegates
Another reception of delegates followed. Introduced 
to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly 
were: Rev. Jason Tuinstra, of the United Reformed 
Churches of North America; Rev. Thomas Dreyer, of the 
Reformed Churches in South Africa; Rev. David Whitla, 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America; 
and Rev. John Ross, of the Associated Presbyterian 
Churches. It was fitting that Mr Tuinstra in his remarks 
referred to words of Thomas Chalmers: “A man’s needs 
are few. The simpler the life, therefore, the better. 
Indeed, only three things are truly necessary in order 
to make life happy: the blessing of God, the benefit of 
books, and the benevolence of friends.”

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
The report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 
Committee highlighted the Lord’s kindness to the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) in the provision of 
two divinity students from Scotland, and one from the 
USA. The Committee brought forward legislation on 
examinations in the Seminary, a small part of which 
was amended on the floor of the Assembly.

Home & Foreign Missions Committee
The Home & Foreign Missions Committee presented an 
encouraging report, detailing significant interest and 
growth in the work in Ballyclare & Doagh (Northern 
Ireland), in Spain (with three preaching stations in 
Barcelona, Miranda and Bilbao, and an associated work 
in Pau in southern France), and an ever-increasing 
number of contacts in South and Central America, and 
among Spanish-speaking exiles in North America. The 
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work in London seems to be stabilising, with better 
attendances, and the work in Sri Lanka is flourishing, 
with a second preaching station now in Mullaitheevu, 
some 80km from the congregation in Vavuniya. Over 
and above the ongoing work of ministry, the youth and 
children’s work, alongside the building projects, have 
been and are a source of continual thanksgiving. Our 
Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald J. Morrison, continues 
to labour diligently throughout Scotland and further 
afield. Our people are asked to pray for all these works, 
but especially for the following needs: the provision of an 
additional pastor in Sri Lanka and funds for the building 
project in Mullaitheevu; the provision of an additional 
pastor, or pulpit supply, for the work in Spain (particularly 
Barcelona); and encouragement for our Home Mission 
Worker, that he may see fruit for his labours.

Delegates
The following missionary delegates, from our own 
Church and other bodies, were then introduced to 
the Moderator, and invited to address the Assembly: 
Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz (Spain); Rev. Shanmugam N.V. 
Partheepan (Sri Lanka); Rev. Andrew Allan (Hudson 
Taylor Ministries); Rev. Eliseo Garcia (Reformed 
Continuing Church in Colombia); Rev. Jose Fernandez 
(Chicago); and Mr Donald J. Morrison (Home Mission 
Worker). Rev. Bill Scott led the Assembly in prayer for 
these men and their ministries.

Strategic Review Committee
The report of the ad hoc Strategic Review Committee 
mentioned the limited resources we have as a 
denomination, but it also mentioned the areas of 
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strength and encouragements we enjoy – a point which 
many of the delegates outwith the Church were keen to 
stress. As the Convener, Rev. Timothy McGlynn, so ably 
stated, God has maintained among us a faithful and 
unified stance for the truth of the Gospel and purity of 
worship in an age of secularism. Our strategy for the 
future must be Faith and Action: faith in God and labour 
for the cause of Christ. Like the children of Israel, we are 
to “Go forward!” and “Go forward, now!” (cf. Ex.14:15). 
The Assembly adopted the report and discharged the 
Committee.

DAY 4 (Thursday)
Legal Advice & Property Committee
In the past the report of the Legal Advice & Property 
Committee concentrated on congregations where 
property was in dispute. While some congregations 
have still not had these matters settled, the Committee’s 
report this year focused on a new but important matter, 
namely ‘Safeguarding’, which concerns the legal 
requirement for protection of children and vulnerable 
adults. Sadly, given the direction of our society, this 
has become an increasingly significant aspect of 
Church life, and we are thankful for the diligence of 
the Committee in this area. The Committee presented 
to the Assembly a comprehensive document, which 
has now been adopted by the Church, detailing the 
procedure to be followed should an accusation of 
abuse be made. Delegates from other denominations 
commented favourably on the document and intend 
to make use of it. It is hoped that it will be available 
soon on the Church website and it is intended that it 
will also be sent to every Kirk Session and Deacons’ 
Court.

Application for Admission
The General Assembly received the application of Rev. 
Brent Evans for admission to the ministry of the Free 
Church (Continuing), which had been forwarded by 
the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee. 
A minister in good standing with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, a conservative denomination in 
the USA, Mr Evans came to our position regarding purity 
of worship and other matters. Having provided pulpit 
supply in a number of our congregations in the USA, he 
was interviewed extensively by the Presbytery of the 
United States, who recommended him. After discussion 
the General Assembly approved the admission, subject 
to Mr Evans completing a course on Church Principles 
and signing the Formula. Rev. John Keddie led the 
Assembly in prayer, seeking God’s blessing on Mr Evans 
and his future ministry, D.V.

Deceased Ministers & Elders
Commissioners stood to receive a report containing the 
names of ministers and elders who had died since the 
2016 General Assembly:
Ministers: Rev. Donald M. MacDonald (Uig);
Elders: Lachlan MacDougall (North Uist & Grimsay); 
Donald Morrison (Lochs); Alastair MacLeod (Point); 
Alasdair Gillies (Kilmuir & Stenscholl); John MacIver 
(Cross); Roderick MacKay (Snizort).

Closing
The 2017 General Assembly closed with the 
Benediction, having appointed the next meeting of the 
Assembly for Monday 21st May 2018 in Edinburgh, 
D.V.

Application for Admission – Rev. Brent Evans
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London Communion (Rev. William Macleod)

On 14th May the first communion service was held 
in the new Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
outreach congregation in London. A preparatory 

service was held on the Saturday afternoon, when Rev. 
William Macleod preached on ‘Adoption’. He spoke 
of what adoption is – a stranger being taken into the 
family and treated as a natural child. We are all by 
nature children of Adam and children of the devil. How 
wonderful that the God against whom we have sinned 
adopts us into his family and puts His Spirit into our 
hearts assuring us of our adoption! Mr Macleod further 
spoke of the privileges and the responsibilities of those 
who are adopted into God’s family.

On the Sabbath, Mr Macleod spoke on the words, 
“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious” 
(1 Pet. 2:7), dealing with many of the attributes and 
actions of Christ which make Him precious to us. In his 
pre-communion address he spoke on the words, “who 
loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20), the One 
who loved, the one He loved and the amazing fact of His 
love. In the post-communion address he spoke on the 
earlier part of that verse, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live”. Having professed Christ to be our 
Saviour at His table, it is vitally important that we live 
lives consistent with that profession. We are to be 
crucified and dead to the world, but also alive spiritually 
to the things of God – indeed to Christ living in us.

At a fellowship held later, Murdo Campbell, an elder 
from Glasgow, gave his testimony and spoke of how God 
stirred him to go to church through the pleadings of his 
young daughter Ashley; God then spoke through the 
preacher, convicting and converting him. Mr Macleod 
then spoke of the mission work in Sri Lanka.

Around twenty attended and all felt encouraged. 
Services continue every Sabbath at 3.30pm, in Ham 
Christian Centre, Lock Road, Richmond, London, 
TW10 7LN. Further details are available on the Church 
website. All are welcome!

Shettleston
Rev. James S. Haram, Probationer, has accepted a Call to 
be Minister of the Shettleston congregation in Glasgow. 
Trials for ordination are due to take place when the 
Southern Presbytery next meets for Ordinary Business, 
which is on 26th June, D.V. If the trials are sustained, 
the Presbytery will appoint a date for Mr Haram’s 
ordination and induction. Please consult the Church 
website for further details as they become available.

Inverness Bible Conference
The Inverness Bible Conference is due to take place on 
Saturday 12th August at Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road, Inverness, IV3 8TF, from 10.30am to 
2.30pm, D.V. The speaker is Rev. John Thackway and the 

subject is ‘Biblical Separation & Biblical Consecration’. 
Lunch will be served from 12noon to 1.00pm. The cost 
is £8 per person, with children free.

New Publication
The Publications Committee 
has produced another title in 
its ‘Finding out about...’ series. 
Presbyterianism by Rev. David 
Blunt is a 28 page booklet 
which considers six principles 
of church government taught 
in Scripture and practised in 
Presbyterian churches. The 
price is £2.00 per copy for 
orders of 1-9 copies, and £1.50 
per copy for orders of 10 or 
more copies. The prices include 
postage, and cheques, etc. should be made payable to 
‘Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)’. Please order from:  

Mr Bill McQueer, The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr,
Inverness IV2 6XF
01808 521474
publicationorders@fccontinuing.org

Proposed Trip to Israel (Rev. Kenneth Macdonald)
Having had a number of requests to organise another 
trip to Israel, we are now considering the possibility of 
doing so, if there is sufficient interest, in April or May 
of next year (2018), D.V.

This trip will be open, as on previous occasions, not 
only to folk in our own congregations but also to any 
other friends who might wish to join with us.

To help us ascertain the feasibility of this proposed 
trip, please get in touch for further details at:

revkmacd@googlemail.com or 01851 870609.

Pakistani Christians Need our Prayers 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)
Many Pakistani Christians are ‘untouchables’. Viewed as 
valueless and disposable, they are  condemned to work 
as street sweepers and in sanitation, often in dangerous 
situations. On 1 June Christian untouchable Irfan Masih 
(28) died, having being denied medical care after a 
workplace accident. Not only untouchables are treated 
like this; medical care is routinely denied to Christians 
in Pakistan, no matter their status. As persecution 
and insecurity escalate, Christians flee in ever greater 
numbers. Unfortunately, most never find the liberty 
and security for which they yearn. Many thousands of 
Pakistani Christians are struggling to survive in centres 
across SE Asia. On 26 May Pakistani Christian asylum 
seeker Ijaz Masih (35, father of 3) died of a heart attack 
in Thailand after being denied medical treatment. 
Pakistan and its Christians need our prayers.
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Church of Scotland approves 
same-sex ‘marriage’

At its recent General Assembly the Church 
of Scotland effectively endorsed same-sex 
‘marriage’. How and why has this happened? 

     The simple answer is that the Church of Scotland 
has rejected the authority of Scripture. However, 
what we need to grasp is the reasoning behind the 
Established Church’s decision. In a report presented 
to the Assembly, the influential Theological Forum 
acknowledged that the Bible condemns same-
sex acts, but then dismissed it as cultural framing, 
opting instead for a “spectrum” of interpretation 
concerning the subject. Furthermore, making a false 
and unwarranted distinction, the Forum maintains 
that our loyalty is to Christ, rather than to the literal 
word of God in the Scriptures. Significantly the Forum 
relies heavily for its understanding upon two writers, 
namely Roman Catholic Professor Jean Porter of the 
University of Notre Dame in the United States and 
Durham University Professor Robert Song.

Porter argues that in the history of marriage there 
is no single unchanged account, but rather a complex 
and contested set of institutional practices. Her 
meaning is, if we portray marriage as confused, we 
can then pretend to make sense of it ourselves in any 
way we decide. 

Song takes a more innovative approach by claiming 
that since Christ in His incarnation was not procreative 
(that is, He did not have literal children), therefore we 
need to rethink our view of relationships and their 
purpose. Rather it is possible to have a relationship 
without any possibility of procreation at all. Thus we 
are to ‘resituate’ marriage entirely. If in man’s original 
state in the garden of Eden procreation was essential, 
it is no longer so since the Incarnation of Christ. 

If anyone objects to same-sex relationships in the 
light of what is stated in Romans Chapter 1, the report 
of the Theological Forum sidesteps this objection with 
the idea of further revelation, based upon John 16:13! 
Such is the sad state of affairs which results when the 
Scriptures are no longer regarded as supreme, and 
when the fashion of the world is followed, rather than 
the pattern which has been set for us by God.

ISLAM

Islamic terrorism

The recent spate of terrorist murders in Britain 
has left many shocked and bewildered. How can 
it be explained? 

     The Biblical answer is that these events amount to 
a rejection of the duty required of us by the second 
table of the moral law, namely, love for one’s neighbour. 
The Manchester and London killings were perpetrated 
by Islamists who view their non-Muslim neighbours 
as infidels, and thus worthy of death according to 
the teaching of the Qur’an. Thus Sura 5:33 states that 
opponents of Islam should be murdered, crucified, 
dismembered, imprisoned, etc. Sura 9:73 says Muslims 
are to fight Jews and Christians.

According to news reports, the London terrorists, 
who were wielding knives, attacked their victims in the 
throat. This is in accordance with Qur’anic teaching in 
Sura 47:4, which reads, “when you meet unbelievers 
strike them in the neck”. How different from the Gospel 
of Christ!

What is not generally realised is that the Qur’an 
approves the use of deception by Muslims, when the 
interests of Islam are involved. Sura 3:28 tells Muslims 
not to take into their confidence outsiders, unless it 
is to guard themselves against danger. Sura 9:3 says 
that Allah and his Messenger are free from liability 
to the idolators. Indeed Allah himself is the greatest 
of deceivers (Sura 3:54). Sura 16:106 establishes that 
there are circumstances that can compel a Muslim to 
tell a lie.

Within hours of every atrocity, politicians line up to 
announce that it has nothing to do with Islam. Others 
such as Jaclyn Friedman, a noted feminist, had the 
audacity to claim that the Manchester attack was “a 
violent act of misogyny”. What they all have in common 
is a failure to face the reality of man’s inner depravity. 
The Lord Jesus Christ declared: “For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matt. 15:19). Those 
who seek to lay the blame elsewhere are actually 
breaking the ninth commandment, by deceiving their 
neighbour as to the real cause of terrorism.

It is apparent that Islam, as a system of belief, has no 
answer to man’s fallen state, since it has no Saviour to 
make atonement for sinners and no Spirit to apply it.

COMMENT
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WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM
Historical Theologian par excellence

Rev. John W. Keddie

The period before and after the Disruption saw an 
abundance of orthodoxy in theology in Scotland 
and many outstanding theologians. Of all the 

great theologians who maintained historic Calvinism 
in that period, arguably the weightiest was William 
Cunningham (1805-1861). Having said that, he did not 
actually produce much in his own lifetime. His standing 
and reputation of being perhaps the most outstanding 
of Scottish Reformed theologians is squarely based on 
posthumous works.

Cunningham was born in Hamilton near Glasgow. 
In his early days he showed little spiritual interest and 
in his time at Edinburgh University he reputedly had 
little time for evangelicalism. This changed, though, 
under the ministry of the spiritual and capable Robert 
Gordon, and he went on to prepare for the ministry. It 
is said that as a student he was an omnivorous reader.

Cunningham’s first charge was in Greenock (1830), 
before he was called to Edinburgh in 1834. He was now 
a vigorous opponent of the moderates and on the side of 
Chalmers in the Church issues of the day. It was obvious 
that he was a powerful debater in the Church courts. By 
the time of the Disruption (1843) Cunningham was a 
leader of those who opposed the interference of the civil 
courts in Church affairs. He therefore took a leading part 
in the formation and organisation of the Free Church. 
In 1844 he was called to the New College as Professor 
of Divinity, switching the next year to the Chair of 
Church History, in which he excelled. He was to succeed 
Chalmers as Principal on the latter’s death in 1847.

Among his theological contributions, Cunningham 
was editor of the British and Foreign Evangelical Review 
(1855-60). Articles of his own in that Review were 
published by his literary executors, James Buchanan and 
James Bannerman, colleagues at New College, under the 
title The Reformers and the Theology of the Reformation. 

This work is still in print, and provides a great insight 
into the cast of Cunningham’s thinking and theological 
acumen. But his magnum opus – also issued by his 
colleagues after his death – is the Historical Theology. 
This comprises a wonderful survey of the various 
schools of theology, examining heresies and stating the 
true biblical doctrines. From the orthodox Reformed 
standpoint it will remain a masterpiece. As far as style 
is concerned, Cunningham is not particularly easy 
reading today. His sentences are lengthy and sometimes 
heavy. But he is always penetrating and thorough. 
He represents the high watermark of the theology of 
the Reformation, as encapsulated in the Westminster 
documents. His writing is weighty and brilliant stuff. 
Whoever gets hold of any of Cunningham’s writings, 
and with perseverance acquaints themselves with 
them, will be well versed in the best theology and well 
able to discern error. As Principal John Macleod put 
it: “Cunningham was nothing if he was not thorough. 
He devoted the fine judicial quality of his mind to the 
balanced and considered exposition of the Faith that he 
had first analysed.” He was “as a theologian, the most 
eminent of the group of Evangelical divines of his age.”

William Cunningham’s early passing was a great 
loss to the Church. His mortal remains were buried in 
the Grange Cemetery in Edinburgh, alongside those of 
George Smeaton (1814-1889) and Hugh Martin (1822-
1885), and other great Free Church divines. Smeaton 
and Martin deserve to be mentioned in the same breath 
as Cunningham as upholders of the best orthodox 
traditions of Scottish theology. Sadly, there was a change 
in the theological climate in Presbyterian Scotland in 
the course of the nineteenth century. There were many 
fine orthodox divines, such as those we have mentioned, 
and Thomas Crawford among those of the Established 
Church. However, there was a distinct shift, which gained 
momentum through the twentieth century, to embrace 
the theology (or philosophy) of the Enlightenment in 
place of the theology of the Reformation. A return is still 
looked for in Scotland and elsewhere to the theology 
of the Reformation of which William Cunningham was 
such an outstanding advocate and expositor.

COVENANTING TIMES IN KINLOCHBERVIE
(Adapted from ‘Kinlochbervie’ by

Alexander MacRae, Tongue, 1921)

In 1643, an Englishman, a refugee from the non-
conformist persecutions of the period, sought 
refuge in the remote fastnesses of An Ceathramh 

Garbh, a range of hills at Eddrachillis in the far North-
West of Scotland. His name was George Squair, a native 
of Warwickshire. He set himself to learn the Gaelic 
language, which he so mastered that he was able to 
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preach to the people in their native tongue. With no 
ecclesiastical status, and with no salary, he did the 
work of an evangelist in what was then a needy corner.

He lived happily among the people as one of 
themselves. His haunt, however, was discovered by the 
authorities, and redcoats were sent to find him. When 
hotly pursued on one occasion, he saw a girl weeding 
potatoes, which were then coming into use in these 
parts. He asked her what she was doing, and she replied, 
“Weeding potatoes.” “And have you while so engaged any 
thought about the interests of your soul?” he asked. “Yes,” 
she said. “While weeding, I am praying that the Lord may 
weed the love of sin out of my heart.” “If that be so,” he 
said, “you will try to conceal me from my persecutors, 
who are close behind, and, in doing so, tell the truth.” 
“Come quickly, then,” she said, “and lie down in this deep 
furrow, and I will hide you with weeds.”

When the soldiers arrived and asked if she had seen 
Mr. Squair, she said: “Yes, he came the way you’ve come, 
and stood where you are standing: if you are active you 
may catch him soon.” They hurried on their way, and 
when they were well out of sight he rose, singing,
 Ev’n as a bird out of the fowler’s snare
 Escapes away, so is our soul set free.

He married a native of the parish, that same young 
woman, it may be. A daughter of this marriage married 
a Mr Munro, a native of the parish of Rosskeen, who 
held land near Dunrobin, which is now part of the 
home farm there. They had a son, George, who became 
the celebrated minister of Farr from 1754 to 1775, and 
whose generous hospitality Rob Donn, in his poem on 
The Presbytery, and in another piece, only one verse of 
which is extant, has immortalised.

During the period of the covenanting struggle the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper could be observed only 
with great secrecy by the dispossessed ministers. The 
blessing attending Mr. Squair’s ministry was such that 
a strong desire was felt by his followers in the parish 
to have a communion service. The two places at which 
such services used to be held were Larach-narn-fiord, 
at Airidh-nan-Cruithneach, above Scourie, and at a 
point between Oldshoremore and Druim-na-gaoithe. 
Both places were regarded as too open and prominent 
for the purpose, and a spot on the riverside between 
Rhiconich and Loch Gharbad was selected. Word was 
sent out privately to those who could be trusted, and 
who were known to be interested. About one hundred 
met on Sabbath morning. Those were the more devout 
and faithful in all the hamlets in Eddrachillis and 
Kinlochbervie. They approached the place as if by stealth, 
with feelings greatly agitated, but with hearts rising in 
earnest supplications that the Lord might grant them 
His protection and His gracious presence. When they 
came to the place they found themselves in the centre 
of a glade overgrown with birchwood, and sheltered by 
wild and beetling rocks. The pulpit desk was a birch tree, 
sawn off at a considerable height, and the tables were 
formed of turf covered with green, smooth sod.

The service was opened with singing and prayer, and 
after reading and a short exposition, and again singing, 
Mr Squair took for his text the words of Thomas when 
delivered from his unbelief, “My Lord and my God.” 
The whole service was a memorable one. It was long 
believed that Obsdale [now Dalmore], in the parish 
of Rosskeen, was the only place in the north in which 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered 
during the twenty-eight years persecution. It will be 
seen, however, that the parish of Kinlochbervie divides 
with Rosskeen that honourable distinction.

Mr Squair was for a long time the only Presbyterian 
minister in the Reay country. He was eventually joined 
by three other persecuted ministers, who travelled by 
Lochbroom and Assynt to Eddrachillis. One might be 
safe there, but four could not be for long. They resolved 
on common action. They went to Tongue, where Lord 
Reay was supposed to be sympathetic, but he dared not 
show any sympathy. He refreshed them secretly, and 
sent them on to his kinsman at Bighouse. There they 
met with similar treatment.

Thence they made their way to Ulbster House 
where the Sinclairs were supposed to be friendly. 
There they were kindly received and concealed for 
a time. The Bishop of Caithness had many sharp and 
long ears, and Sinclair feared detection. He sent a 
faithful messenger to the Earl of Sutherland who was 
known to be sympathetic, asking if he could shield the 
men. He had not been successful in shielding his own 
minister, the Rev. John M’Culloch, but he offered the 
men his protection, if they could be conveyed privately 
to Dunrobin.

They were kindly received in the dead of night from 
a boat at the jetty below the castle, but the Earl still 
feared they might possibly be spies trying to ensnare 
him. They might be prelatic detectives on the hunt for 
big game and large fines. After consulting the Duchess 
on the point, it was resolved to invite the men after 
supper to conduct a private prayer meeting, the spirit 
and conduct of which would discover to their hosts 
whether they were true men or not. During worship 
all suspicions and fears were banished. The visitors 
revealed themselves as true men of God, and they were 
received as the guests of God.

By Golspie Burn there is a cave, dry and commodious, 
completely concealed from the ordinary passers-by, but 
well known to local people. There the ministers were 
hidden, and served from the castle table by the very 
hands of their host and hostess, till the day of deliverance 
came. Then they were loud in praise of their protectors. 
They are said to have prophesied, as a special revelation 
of God, that all the lands of Assynt and the Reay country, 
over which they had been pursued, would one day 
come into the possession of the Sutherland family. The 
prophecy was fulfilled in due time.

Mr Squair was so outworn by his toils, privations, 
and sufferings that he was never again able to come 
back to Kinlochbervie.

Church History
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Biblical Praise
Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, My Soul Concern, 2017, 112pp, 
£4.00

In recent times there has been an encouraging number 
of serious studies advocating the recovery of the use 
of the Psalms of Scripture in public worship services. 

Some of these studies have fallen short of maintaining the 
exclusive use of canonical Bible Psalms, unaccompanied, 
in Church worship. Many, however, have maintained 
such a position very effectively. Reading this substantial 
booklet by our minister in Spain, it struck me how strong 
the case is for such a position, and, correspondingly, how 
essentially weak the position is of those who maintain 
that non-inspired, non-canonical materials of praise are 
acceptable in public worship. This may seem a small 
issue, but in reality it is of profound significance, for at 
least two reasons: (1) there is the issue of the place of 
the Bible in determining the practice of the Church; and 
(2) there is the question of the influence of a Church’s 
praise on the religious life of its adherents. I said that 
the case for the use of hymns or songs of merely human 
composition – as distinct from materials of divine 
inspiration – is weak. In our estimation it is weak for the 
simple reason that there is no divine warrant for the use 
of non-canonical materials of praise. In other words, one 
cannot say with confidence of any such items of praise 
that they are without contradiction commanded or 
required by the Lord for use in Church praise.

Such matters are taken up very effectively in 
this well-written and well-argued examination of 
unaccompanied exclusive Psalmody, which is the 
author’s conviction. The book comprises four chapters:
(1) The Bible Alone Determines Our Praise. This is 
an examination of the ‘Regulative Principle’, which 
determines the elements of praise in the Church. The 
author maintains strongly that the truly consistent 
regulative principle provides warrant only for the use 
of materials of praise directly instituted and warranted 
by the Lord in His Word;
(2) Musical Instruments in Worship? This comprises 
an examination of the matter of musical instruments 
accompanying praise in Church worship. The author 
here summarises the arguments well, and rather 
convincingly exposes the weak arguments of those 
who maintain that use of instrumental accompaniment 
in Church praise is perfectly acceptable;
(3) Is Exclusive Psalm-Singing Biblical? The author’s 
answer to this question is, Yes! He examines with care 
the various passages of Scripture bearing on the issues, 
with due reference to the original languages;
(4) Biblical Praise in History. Here the author sketches 
– very briefly, but helpfully – some historical data 

bearing on the matter of Church worship. In this 
section the author makes a practical point in relation 
to the scenario of a church/congregation which wishes 
to return to psalm-singing, or maintain it in a church 
which has moved from a psalm-singing position. “The 
rest of the wider Church to which they belong reacts 
against this decision on the basis that it breaks the 
uniformity in the Church that includes singing extra-
biblical songs. In that case, it could (indeed it should) 
take action in response to the particular congregation’s 
decision to sing Psalms exclusively in order to preserve 
uniformity.” This involves the paradox (argues our 
author) that a congregation can be discouraged from 
using only what God in His sovereign authority has 
provided in the interest of preserving a uniformity 
involving the use of materials for praise He has not 
provided or appointed for the Church! (p.76).

A useful feature of this work is the addition, after 
each of the chapters, of questions for reflection and 
study. The book is also enhanced by a contribution of 
Travis Fentiman (a probationer of our Church in the 
United States) on ‘Do we sing Jesus Christ’s name in 
the Psalter?’ and by the inclusion of a speech of Hugh 
Martin at the General Assembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland in 1872.

An unusual feature of this work, which also appears 
in a Spanish-language edition, is the fact that it is 
probably the first and only work of its sort by a Spanish 
national! Jorge Ruiz is to be commended on an excellent 
piece of work.

This is a truly excellent contribution to the growing 
literature advocating an exclusive psalm-singing 
position as consistent with what Scripture actually 
warrants. It is all the more welcome as a work from a 
minister of our own Church, one who has come to such a 
position out of conviction of the strength of support for 
the use of Psalms only in sung praise, unaccompanied. 
The book will strengthen individuals and churches who 
still adhere to the biblical and reformation principles 
of worship. This reviewer has no hesitation in highly 
recommending this work.
Rev. John W. Keddie

In Defense of the 
Descent
Daniel R. Hyde, 
R e f o r m a t i o n 
Heritage Books, 
pbk, 89pp, £7.99

The Apostles’ 
Creed is a 
very ancient 

summary of classic 
Christian truths, not 
part of the inspired 
Scriptures, but 
greatly valued by the 
Fathers of the Early 
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Church, and by the Reformers. Calvin structured the 
major part of his great work of systematic theology, 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, in accordance with 
the articles of the Apostles’ Creed, and many other 
eminent Reformed theologians, including Perkins and 
Witsius, have published commentaries upon it. But it 
contains one clause that may disturb the Reformed 
reader: “He descended into Hell”.

As Daniel Hyde helpfully explains, there have been 
six interpretations of these words proffered. The first 
four of these are gravely erroneous: some consider 
that Christ entered literal Hell, and endured further 
punishment for sin in His mediatorial capacity during 
His three days under the powers of death; others that 
Christ entered literal Hell bearing a gospel message of 
reconciliation, to offer a ‘second chance’ for those who 
had died in their sins; others still that Christ proclaimed 
His triumph in death, to those in a supposed state of 
provisional blessing, or even to Satan and his demons 
in person. The author exposes the crassly unbiblical 
basis of these assertions.

In the light of these errors, some Reformed ministers 
of the present day have even gone so far as to argue 
that the Apostles’ Creed, regardless of its age, and of the 
unquestioned subscription to it of great men of God of 
the past, should be amended – or discarded altogether.

But there are two further views of these words 
advanced by orthodox writers. The fifth, advocated by 
Zwingli, Vincent and Matthew Henry, is that the Creed 
teaches that Christ descended into the realm of death 
(a view supported by the original Greek wording of the 
Creed, where “Hell” is hades, a general place of death 
rather than the specific location of eternal perdition). 
This is the view defended in Q.50 of the Westminster 
Larger Catechism, being ably summed up in the words 
of the Shorter Catechism, that Christ’s humiliation 
culminated in His “continuing under the power of 
death for a time” (Q.27).

The sixth and final view of the words is that of Calvin, 
later expressed in the Heidelberg Catechism, that the 
Creed teaches that Christ endured the true agonies of 
Hell upon the Cross.

It was, for me, one of the key insights of this little 
book that these two final views are in fact two sides 
of the same coin, and that both point to the same 
doctrinal truth. Christ’s body truly died; Christ’s soul 
truly endured Hell. These two views are not only right 
and orthodox and Biblical, they go together, they are 
one; they are, as Hyde rightly argues, “the Reformed 
view”. The atonement required nothing less, and how 
wrong we would be to omit confessing such vital truth.

On this understanding, we can subscribe the 
Apostles’ Creed without reservation, as did our fathers. 
But more, we can embrace the preciousness of the 
truth contained in the Creed, and especially in that 
controverted clause. This little book is commended as 
a model of succinct theological argumentation.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

Seven Leaders: 
Preachers and Pastors
Iain H. Murray, Banner 
of Truth Trust, hbk, 
278pp, £15.00

This volume 
originated in an 
invitation given 

to the author to address 
students for the ministry 
at the Presbyterian 
Theological College in 
Melbourne in March 
2014. Four of the 
chapters began as 
lectures given to these 

students. The others were either prepared specially for 
this volume or given on other occasions. They all follow 
essentially the same pattern. A brief account is given of 
the life of an individual minister and then some point is 
illustrated and emphasised from his life. Those covered 
in the book are John Elias, Andrew A. Bonar, Archibald 
G. Brown, Kenneth A. MacRae, D.M. Lloyd-Jones, W.J. 
Grier and John MacArthur.

It is fascinating to notice how John Elias was prepared 
by God to be used as an instrument in the Welsh 
revival. The godliness of Andrew Bonar is a challenge 
to us. Archibald Brown stood against entertainment 
taking over from preaching in the churches. Kenneth 
MacRae fought for sound doctrine in an age of decline. 
Dr Lloyd-Jones was used in reviving an interest in the 
Puritans and the Reformed Faith. Iain Murray goes 
to considerable effort to demonstrate that Lloyd-
Jones held fully to limited atonement as over against 
Amyraldianism. Attempts have been made in a recent 
book to argue that he believed Jesus died for everyone.

The chapter I enjoyed most was the one on W.J. 
Grier, who was a founding minister of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland (EPCI). It is fascinating 
to read of the controversy in the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland (PCI), which led to Rev. James Hunter and 
Mr Grier leaving and forming the EPCI. There are 
many parallels with our own struggles in 2000 and Mr 
Murray shows the ruthless way majorities in church 
courts oppressed the legitimate concerns of minorities.

The final chapter deals with John MacArthur, who 
has been minister for the last forty-nine years of the 
same church in Sun Valley, California, where he speaks to 
thousands every Lord’s Day and to many more through 
the internet. His great concern has been to be faithful 
to Scripture, the inerrant, infallible Word of God, and to 
put it into practice whatever the consequences. More 
than 100 million of his sermons have been downloaded 
across the world.

As always Mr Murray writes well, lucidly, 
interestingly and edifyingly. Warmly recommended!
Rev. William Macleod

Book Reviews
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General Treasurer
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.

July:    August:   September:
2 Snizort   6 Harris  3 Portree, Rothesay
9 St Louis   13 -----  10 Columbia, Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay
16 Dumfries, Greenville 20 Duirinish 17 Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, 
23 Atlanta   27 Stornoway  Scalpay Harris
       24 Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane



“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that 
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to 
the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore.”

Psalm 133
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