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Sometimes it is argued that we are no longer obliged 
to keep the Fourth Commandment. Do we not live 
in the New Testament age and does the Sabbath not 

belong to the Old Testament? Does the New Covenant 
not do away with the Sabbath? Has not Jesus fulfilled the 
Sabbath? Should not every day be a Sabbath and given to 
the Lord? Is not Sabbath observance a kind of legalism 
and the sort of thing the Pharisees were guilty of? 
Many jobs today require seven-day working and many 
Christians have no problem with that. Indeed, apart 
from meeting for worship on the first day of the week, 
there is little Sabbath observance with the majority 
of Christians. They are happy to shop, to play sports, 
to study, to watch TV and films on the Lord's day and 
basically to treat it as any other day.
There are some verses of Scripture which appear to give 
credence to these views. Paul wrote to the Colossians, 
'Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or 
of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to 
come; but the body is of Christ' (Col.2:16-17). Similarly, 
he wrote to the Romans, 'One man esteemeth one 
day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He 
that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and 
he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he 
giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord 
he eateth not, and giveth God thanks' (Rom.14:5-6). Do 
these verses not make it plain? Are you not free from 
the obligation to keep the Sabbath?
Actually these verses are only dealing with the ceremonial 

law. The sacrifices, the ritual and the holy days given to 
Moses on Mount Sinai passed away with the death of 
Christ and the tearing down of the veil of the temple. 
There were clean and unclean foods under the old 
dispensation but all foods are the same to us. Now 
'all things are pure' (Rom.14:20). In the Old Testament 
there were yearly Sabbaths every seven years. Also it 
appears that in early NT times when the Sabbath began 
to be kept on the first day of the week (celebrating the 
completion of the work of redemption) some sensitive 
souls kept both the Saturday and the Sunday. That is why 
Paul puts Sabbath days along with new moons and holy 
days as that which is no longer binding.
Sometimes it is said that Jesus taught that we do not 
have to keep the Sabbath. We find the Lord in conflict 
with the Pharisees on several occasions when they 
accuse Him of breaking the Sabbath. Jesus heals the 
sick on the Sabbath, tells a man to take up his bed and 
walk on the Sabbath, and allows His disciples to pluck 
ears of corn on the Sabbath. Is not Jesus teaching that 
we do not have to bother about the Sabbath? But 
Jesus never actually broke the Fourth Commandment. 
Remember that He was under the old covenant and 
He had to keep the whole law. The ceremonial law 
with sacrifices etc was binding till Jesus died on the 
cross and the veil of the temple was torn down. If 
Jesus had not perfectly kept the whole law and all 
the commandments He would not have been a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot. He had to be sinless 
to be a suitable Saviour. Therefore the way He and His 
obedient followers kept the commandments had to be 
perfect. Jesus did keep the Sabbath. Indeed He was the 

Our Continuing Obligation to keep the Sabbath
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only One ever who kept it perfectly. However, He didn't 
keep the non-biblical traditions of the Jews. That was the 
difference. He kept the Sabbath as God meant it to be 
kept and as we should keep it. There are such things as 
works of necessity and mercy which are not breaches of 
the Sabbath commandment.
There is an interesting verse to be found in Mark's 
gospel: 'And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath' (Mk.2:27). Jesus 
here taught that the Sabbath was made for man. That 
means it was for man's benefit. God designed it to be 
that from the very start. How can people reject the 
Sabbath which was made for man, for his good? Surely 
God knows what is beneficial? Here we see the purpose 
of the Sabbath from the beginning and it was there at the 
very start of human history (Gen.2:2-3). Even before the 
fall and the entrance of sin into the world the Sabbath 
was there for man's benefit. It is a creation institution 
and permanent like marriage, work and the creation 
mandate – 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it' (Gen.1:28).
God kept the first Sabbath by resting on the seventh 
day (Gen.2:2-3). That would be very surprising if it was 
a mere temporary institution. Surely we must follow 
His example. He didn't need rest but we do. Further it 
was instituted before the fall and if man had not sinned 
presumably it would have gone on being kept forever. 
The covenant of grace and the death of Christ was 
something which was necessitated by the fall. How could 
that be seen as fulfilling the Sabbath and negating it?
In addition to the earlier verse quoted in Mark we find 
the words, 'Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath' (Mk.2:28). To be Lord of something means that 
it belongs to Him. This day is not for our pleasure but 
to be given to Him. We are to spend it specially pleasing 
Him.
There is one verse which is often over-looked but is 
fascinating in showing the continuing obligation of the 
Sabbath. Jesus told the disciples that Jerusalem was going 
to be destroyed. He warned them to flee when the 
Romans approached. He advised them, 'But pray ye that 
your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath 
day' (Mat.24:20). Why not on the Sabbath? Obviously 
lest they should be involved in breaking the Sabbath 

and also in missing out on the weekly blessing that the 
Sabbath is to the soul. From this it is clear that Jesus 
expected his followers to keep the Sabbath after He 
ascended into heaven.
Jesus said, 'If ye love me, keep my commandments' 
(Jn.14:15). Which are His commandments? Who was 
it that spoke on Mount Sinai? It was the Lord Jesus 
Himself, for He is the Word and the Revealer of 
the Father. Further Jesus clearly taught, 'Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven' (Mat.5:19). The civil laws of Israel passed with 
the passing of the nation. The ceremonial laws which 
involved the sacrifices were first introduced after the 
fall and they passed with the offering of the great 
sacrifice on Calvary, but the Sabbath was there from the 
beginning and predated the fall. That is why it is included 
in the Ten Commandments spoken by the voice of God 
in the ears of all the people and then written with the 
finger of God on tables of stone. They were special and 
to be everlastingly binding and the standard by which 
men would be judged at the end of the world.
The early church kept the Christian Sabbath. They met 
for worship on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). You 
would expect that they would make their collections at 
the end of the week, when everyone got their wages, 
but Paul says specifically, 'Now concerning the collection 
for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 
Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come' 
(1Cor.16:1-2). John tells us that he was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's day (Rev.1:10). The day of Jesus’ resurrection 
was ever after called 'the Lord's day' and to John it was 
a blessed day. A brief survey of the history of the church 
will show that when God's day is most carefully kept 
the church is at its strongest and best. The writer to the 
Hebrews states, 'There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God' (Heb.4:9). The word used for rest here in 
the Greek is sabbatismos, a Sabbath. Our Sabbaths here 
should be a foretaste of heaven, the eternal Sabbath.

"Even before the fall and the entrance of sin into the world the Sabbath was 
there for man's benefit. It is a creation institution and permanent like marriage, 

work and the creation mandate – 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it' (Gen.1:28)."
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Be Strong in God
Rev Andrew Allan 

A devotional address based on 2 Samuel 23:9-10 given at the School in Theology in 2014.

King David is about to go the way of all the earth 
and reflects upon his life and God’s dealings with 
him. Solomon has been crowned king in his place 

and his kingdom is established. David utters his last 
words and recalls those who have helped him during his 
long and eventful reign. Because they are his last words 
they are important words. When men are about to die 
they tend to speak what is in their hearts and speak 
their mind without regard to the consequences. 
The bulk of 2 Samuel 23 deals with thirty-seven of 
David’s mighty men who cast their lot in with God’s 
anointed King and stayed loyal to him through thick and 
thin. In our day we are to cast our lot in with David’s 
greater son Jesus Christ the anointed of the Lord. David 
had many ups and downs before he was finally installed 
as the king of all Israel; so it is with King Jesus before 
whom every knee shall bow. Let us therefore be loyal to 
Christ in a day when many are not. 
We want to look at verses 9 and 10 that tell of one 
of David’s mighty men Eleazar the son of Dodo the 
Ahohite. He was one of David’s choicest three men 
alongside Adino the Eznite and Shammah the son of 
Agee the Hararite. The verses tell of a battle between 
Israel and the Philistines where Eleazar displayed loyalty, 

determination and valour in the face of overwhelming 
odds. The Scriptures do not elsewhere record the actual 
battle so we don’t know anything more than what is 
recorded in these two verses. This would suggest that 
all of David’s achievements and exploits have not been 
revealed to us and that maybe his reign was more 
illustrious than we are inclined to think. 

1  One Man 
The Philistines, these fierce, ungodly enemies of the 
Lord's people were gathered together against Israel and 
the men of Israel had fled, they had left the battlefield 
and deserted the cause. Maybe the odds were stacked 
against Israel, there being far more Philistines? Maybe 
they were better armed? Maybe there were men like 
Goliath that terrified the Israelites? Whatever, v10 tells 
us that Eleazar ‘arose’; he arose to the occasion. His 
heart was all for David and his cause. Very often when 
the cause of God is low and languishing someone in the 
providence of God is raised up to fight the Lord’s cause. 
Notice he did not criticise those who abandoned the 
battlefield. He was too busy fighting to criticise! Many 
professing Christians are turning their backs on the 
gospel and the cause of God. The professing Christian 
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church is accepting things that are contrary to God’s 
Word. What must your reaction be? Criticise them? No! 
Get on with the work that God has called you to. Nor 
did Eleazar shout at them to return to the battle. In the 
battle he wanted fighting men, not spectators. Spectators 
would only get in his way. In the professing Christian 
church today there are brethren who took solemn 
vows when they entered into the Christian ministry and 
have since reneged on these vows. What are you to do? 
Leave them to the course they have chosen. Leave them 
to God to deal with them in His providence. You are 
only responsible for your own actions not the actions 
of others. Do what you can even if you are one man 
on your own. Maybe you are on your own in your own 
denomination or congregation and feel isolated; no point 
in dwelling upon the matter for you are where God 
would have you to be. The fact that one man Eleazar 
stood his ground, showed the others up for what they 
were. This is your calling today. Is it true that some do 
not give of their time, talents and financial resources to 
Christ’s cause? Then make sure that you do! Is it true 
that the spiritual state of the church today is low? Then 
make sure you are doing your bit in your corner! Are 
professing Christians worldly? Then make sure you are 
not! Do they love the Lord a little or not at all? Then 
you must love the Lord a lot! Are they lax about their 
Christian walk? Then you are to be more strict! Are they 
unkind and unloving? Then you are to be more kind and 
loving! Are they apathetic and indifferent and captivated 
by a ‘could not care less attitude’? Then you are to be 
zealous! 

2  One Weak Man 
In the thick of the battle, fighting his enemies on all 
sides, Eleazar’s ‘hand was weary’ (v10). A fit and strong 
soldier can only do so much on his own. As the battle 
raged all around him his physical strength began to fail. 
His adrenalin could not keep him going indefinitely 
against such overwhelming odds. If he did not know his 
limitations beforehand he certainly did now. Perhaps 
Eleazar became wary because of the enormous number 
of his foes? They just kept coming at him. When he 
overcame one, another appeared and so the cycle 
repeated itself. Or, was he weary because there was no 
one to lend a supporting hand? In Christian warfare it 
is good to realise our weakness and weaknesses. Paul 
could say, 'Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong'. 
(2Cor.12:10). You are to engage in the battle relying on 
the strength of another. 'Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they 
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint' 
(Is.40:30-31). Your enemies are not physical but spiritual. 

You fight against your own sinful flesh, the world and the 
devil. You are to realise that in this spiritual battle you 
are weak and need Christ by His Spirit to strengthen 
and enable you. 

3  One Determined Man 
In weariness and in the thick of the battle Eleazar’s 'hand 
clave unto the sword'. We can image that his grip upon 
the sword had in some sense fastened the sword to his 
hand. It was almost glued or welded to the warrior. He 
held fast to the sword so the sword stuck fast to him. 
The lesson is clear to you; in the Christian battle you 
are to hold fast to the sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God. Always be armed and ready to go on the 
offensive or defensive with the quick and powerful Word 
of God which is 'sharper than any two-edged sword'. 
Hold fast to the Word of God and to what the Bible 
teaches. Hold fast to the three 'R's of Christianity: Ruin 
by the Fall; Righteousness by Christ; Regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit. Many in modern Christendom are forsaking 
the very essentials of Christianity, therefore now is the 
time to 'hold fast that which is good' (1Thes.5:21). Is 
this not the great need of the hour you find yourself in? 
Determined Christians are to stand upon the Word of 
God and be prepared to say, 'Thus saith the Lord'. Fill 
your sermons with what your hearers need to hear and 
not what they want to hear. Tell them of the exceeding 
deceitfulness and wickedness of sin. To sin against an all 
glorious and holy God is a most despicable crime. Tell 
them their only hope is to be found in Christ clothed in 
His righteousness. Preach on the necessity of the new 
birth. Preach on holiness of heart and life. Don’t get 
caught up preaching about things that may be regarded 
as of second or third-rate importance. Be much in the 
major doctrines that are found in God’s Word. 

4  One Man Glorifying God 
The day began with Eleazar surrounded with comrades 
involved in a struggle that concerned them all. It ended 
with Eleazar fighting his enemies singlehanded and 
getting the victory. The Lord enabled Eleazar to obtain 
a victory despite overwhelming opposition. Eleazar did 
the fighting but the Lord received the glory. That is the 
way it should be. You are what you are by the grace of 
God. You’re a Christian because God chose you in Christ 
before the foundation of the world. Your sins have been 
forgiven because Christ was punished in your room and 
place. You have new life in Christ because He baptised 
you with the Holy Spirit. All must be attributed to the 
grace of God. In Revelation 4:10 the twenty-four elders 
'cast their crowns before the throne' for they realised 
they were where they were only because of Christ. Let 
us not get preoccupied by numbers. One faithful man 
serving God according to His Word in a quiet obscure 
place can bring glory to God just as much, and maybe 
more so, than one who ministers to hundreds. 
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4  Application for today

Knox and his fellow Reformers were eager to 
accept the opportunity to declare their faith in 
the Scots Confession. ‘Long have we thirsted, 

dear brethren, to have notified unto the world the sum 
of that doctrine which we profess and for which we 
have sustained infamy and danger'. In the Reformation 
there was a desire to express the faith in all its fulness 
in catechisms and confessions of faith. The reverse is 
true today. We resort to a more attenuated creedal 
affirmation. To do so is to discard the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the generations of Christian history. As 
Professor John Murray has said: 'To discard the heritage 
of the past is the mark of both ignorance and conceit. 
Other men laboured and we are entered into their 
labours'. Said Horatius Bonar in 1883, ‘It would be well 
for us to remember that not merely accepted error, but 
undervalued truth, has often made havoc of a Church, 
and shipwreck of a soul’. A full-orbed witness to the faith 
safeguards against the danger of doctrinal indifferentism. 
Reformed teaching, giving all the glory to God, is the 
ultimate guarantee, under the blessing of God, of success 
and victory. 

1 The recovery of God-centredness 
We are living in a man-centred age. There must be, like at 
the time of the Reformation, a return to God. We must 
begin with the doctrine of the triune God. The first signs 
of recovery from the blight of liberalism and modern 
evangelism in the mid-twentieth century were witnessed 
in the ministry of Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Oliver Barclay 
in his Evangelicalism in Britain 1935-1995 observed: 
'Dr Lloyd-Jones set a pattern in his preaching that was 
new for many ... he emphasized the doctrine about the 
character of God. In particular he stressed the doctrine 
of the Father in a way that was not common in 

evangelical circles: his holiness, his wisdom, his initiative 
in our salvation and his power and sovereignty. His 
preaching was intensely God-centred compared with 
the rather human-centred emphases that were common 
then, which had resulted in a stress on what we can get 
in the way of experience or other blessing'. All spiritual 
weakness is ultimately due to poverty of thought about 
God and such weakness will persist as long as we 
suppose that man is the starting point for its resolution. 

2 The recovery of Scripture-centredness 
The Bible is the only functioning authority for Christians 
and for churches. To Knox the Word of God was 
central and preaching was pre-eminent. The Reformation 
replaced the altar with the pulpit as the focal point of 
worship. In the Church today the pulpit is being displaced 
by a variety show. Albert Mohler delares: ‘Once the faith 
is severed from Biblical authority,  Christianity becomes 
essentially plastic; a malleable and changeable belief 
system that just begs for transformation into some 
other shape or substance’. Carl Trueman has said ‘To 
marginalize preaching in our Church life is to marginalize 
words; to marginalize words will inevitably involve 
marginalizing the Word Himself ’. In many places the Bible 
is being re-interpreted and is therefore a sealed book. 
We say with Machen: ‘One thing is clear – if the Word 
of God were again heard there would be an upheaval 
like the Reformation of the sixteenth century. Now, as 
at the end of the Middle Ages, the Bible is obscured by 
an interpretation which reverses its meaning, and now 
as well as then the rediscovery of the Bible would set 
the world free’. 

3 The recovery of supernatural salvation 
‘Calvinism’, in the words of B B Warfield, ‘means utter 
dependence on God for salvation…Calvinism will not 

Recovering Our Scottish Reformed Heritage (Part II)
John J Murray

Last month Mr Murray described the Reformation and the blessing it brought. 
Here he seeks to challenge us to seek its recovery today.

"Dr Lloyd-Jones set a pattern in his 
preaching that was new for many ... 

he emphasized the doctrine about the 
character of God. In particular he stressed 

the doctrine of the Father in a way that 
was not common in evangelical circles: his 
holiness, his wisdom, his initiative in our 
salvation and his power and sovereignty."
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play fast and loose with the free grace of God. 
It is set upon giving to God and to God alone, the 
glory and all the glory of salvation’. In the professing 
Church today some have come to regard the differences 
between Calvinism and Arminianism as unimportant. 
But the truth is that in all systems of Christian belief, 
except the Reformed, God is limited in some respect 
either as to His purpose, His will or His providence. 
According to Iain Murray, 'Arminianism obscures the 
glory which belongs solely to the free grace of God and 
therefore is an error sufficiently serious for there to be 
no room for compromising'. In similar vein, Dr John R 
de Witt declares: 'Arminianism essentially represents an 
attack on the majesty of God, and puts in place of it, the 
exaltation of man. It is a danger which constantly recurs, 
and must be faced, and must be opposed'.

 4 The recovery of true godliness
 Although there is no doubt today a quest for religious 
experience it is something that is very subjective and 
self-centred. Speaking of the godliness of the Puritans 
(English and Scottish),  Dr Packer makes this observation: 
'The experimental piety of the Puritans was natural and 
unselfconscious, because it was so utterly God-centred; 
our own (such as it is) is too often artificial and boastful, 
because it is so largely concerned with ourselves. Our 
interest focuses on religious experience as such and 
on man's quest for God, whereas the Puritans were 
concerned with the God of whom men have experience, 
and in His manner of dealings with those whom 
He draws to Himself'. John T McNeill, editor of the 
Battles' translation of The Institutes, claims that Calvin's 
theology is 'his piety described at length'. 'The whole life 
of Christians’, says Calvin, ‘ought to be a sort of practice 
of godliness'.

5 The recovery of the doctrine of the Church
We have seen a downgrade of the doctrine of the 
Church. The Reformed concept of the visible Church 
with its offices, discipline and sacraments has very little 
place among professing Christians today. Independent-
mindedness is a feature of Church life, and Christian 
groups and para-church organizations have multiplied. 

We need to recover the concept of the Church as 
divinely instituted, with Christ as its Head and Lord. It 
is in truth 'the glorious Body of Christ'. Our prayer is 
that the Church may come forth, as in the days of the 
Scottish Reformation, 'fair as the moon, clear as the sun 
and terrible as an army with banners' (Song 6:10).

6 The recovery of a nation under God
Although there has been a widespread recovery of 
Calvinistic teaching in the United Kingdom in the last 
fifty years and many claim the title ‘Reformed’, surely 
there is a lack of that theological perspective which 
most obviously distinguished the Reformed from other 
varieties of sixteenth century Protestantism. As far as 
the kingship of Christ is concerned many do not hold 
that it extends to the nation. They hold consciously 
or unconsciously to the Voluntary principle which 
Rabbi Duncan categorized as ultimately ‘atheistic’. The 
Reformed Church in Scotland refused, in spite of the 
utmost provocation, to surrender the Crown Rights 
of Christ in the nation. Many laid down their lives in 
defence of it. Surely it is time that we took up that 
banner once again and rallied round it (Ps.60:4).

5 Conclusion: What can we do?
How can we recover our heritage? What can we do 
about the desperate situation in the Church and in 
the nation? We have to begin with a realization as to 
what has gone wrong and how far we have fallen from 
our former glories. We have to recognize that God’s 
displeasure is being manifested against His Church. ‘How 
long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?’ 
(Ps.80:4).
We have to acknowledge that those who turned away 
from our heritage were unconsciously deluded by the 
devil. Many were guilty of denying such a person as 
Satan. Error begins with the powers of darkness. Dr D M 
Lloyd-Jones observed: ‘I am certain that one of the main 
causes of the ill state of the Church today is the fact that 
the devil is being forgotten’.
We need a supernatural intervention to reverse the 
tide. We need to recover militancy against the devil and 

"Albert Mohler delares: 'Once the faith is 
severed from Biblical authority,  Christianity 
becomes essentially plastic; a malleable and 

changeable belief system.'"
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In the spring of 1980 there was born into a Malaysian 
Chinese family a little baby with a serious medical 

condition known as Prader-Willi Syndrome. He was 
the youngest child of a large family and he was greatly 

loved and cherished by his mother and father. His 
parents brought him up with great affection  and, being 

wealthy, with every benefit that money could buy.
Prader-Willi Syndrome is a difficult condition and affects 
the growth and development of the child in many trying 
ways. When he reached school age he went to the local 
school but his mother and father soon realised that 
school was not for him so they withdrew him from the 
local school and hired a private tutor to teach him at 
home. This teacher worked hard with the boy to teach 
him the little he was capable of learning, but in the great 
goodness of God this teacher was a fine Christian from 
the small local Christian church. She taught the way of 
salvation to Yong Tan and the Lord blessed her teaching 
to him and opened his heart to believe the gospel. 
Following this experience his life changed dramatically 
and he began to witness to his family and to all and 
sundry about heaven and hell. He continued in his 
Christian walk and all on his own attended the small local 
Christian church. Every Lord’s Day saw him make his way 

on foot or by taxi to the church. As time went on, Yong 
Tan succumbed to the progression of his condition and 
in spite of all that medical care and wealth could do for 
him he passed away in 1999 at the age of nineteen years 
after five very difficult years.
By this time his eldest sibling, a girl, had gone to study 
in Toronto and subsequently got married there. When 
her uncle telephoned her to tell her of the death of her 
brother she immediately requested a Christian funeral 
not a Chinese one. [Chinese funerals are full of idol 
worship and superstition.] The Christian funeral took 
place in the home Yong Tan had lived in. Some in his family 
were deeply impressed by the simple Christian service 
and in later years several members of the extended family 
traced the beginning of their conversion to that service. 
A few years later the sister studying in Toronto and her 
husband were wonderfully converted in Shanghai and to 
this day maintain a strong Christian witness and bring 
up their family in the fear of the Lord. Yong Tan’s mother 
was later converted and died in 2013. This short account 
is written so that we all and especially the parents of 
children born with physical or mental disabilities may 
take encouragement knowing that our labour in teaching 
our children is not in vain.

Yong Tan (1980-1999)

all the powers of darkness. ‘The strength of the Church 
is in the realization of its own impotence’ (Prof John 
Murray). Let us humble ourselves, repent of our sins and 
cry earnestly to God for revival.

Picture for illustrative purposes only

'The strength of the Church is in the 
realization of its own impotence’ 

Prof John Murray
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News

The Southern Presbytery 
Colloquium – a day of teaching, 

preaching and fellowship – was 
held on Saturday 19th December 
2015. Several ministers, elders and 
male members, including one or 
two visitors from other churches, 
gathered at Knightswood Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing), 

Glasgow, to attend this third 
Colloquium. The first paper entitled 
‘The Worship of the Early Reformed 
Churches’ was presented by Rev 
John J Murray, Glasgow. This was 
followed by ‘God Without Passions’ 
by Rev Gavin Beers, Ayr. After each 
paper there followed a lively and 
informative question and answer 

session. Following a light lunch, Rev 
David S Fraser, Shettleston, Glasgow, 
delivered a sermon on King 
Uzziah drawing extensively from 2 
Chronicles 26. The three talks are 
available on the website for listening 
or downloading.

Southern Presbytery Colloquium 
Rev Andrew Allan



MARCH 2016 ISSUE 11

Lord's Day Observance

More and more we are seeing the 
Lord's day treated just like any 

other day. It is used as a day for work, 
sport, entertainment and shopping. 
Even Christians fail to appreciate 
the continuing obligation to keep 
the Sabbath day holy. DayOne, 
formerly the Lord's Day Observance 
Society, have a website  www.
lordsdaysabbath.org.  It has useful 
articles about the history, theology 
and contemporary importance of 
the Christian Sabbath.  

Highland Bible 
Conference 2016 

Rev James Clark

The next Highland Bible 
Conference will be held DV at 

Kingsview, Inverness  on Saturday 
13th August 2016 from 10.30am till 
2.30pm (Lunch will be from 12-1pm). 
The subject will be 'Deacons and 
Elders', and the speaker Rev Trevor 
Kirkland from Ballyclare and Doagh. 
The cost will be £8.00 for adults and 
children are free.

London Free Church 
(Continuing)

Services have been held by the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

in London every Lord's Day since 
the end of October. Last weekend 
there were, including children, 
twenty different people present at 
one or both of the services. We 
are grateful to ministers, laymen 
and students who travelled down 
from Scotland to take the services. 
Also there are those in the London 

area who are sympathetic to the 
doctrinal stance of the Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing) and to its 
practice of purity of worship, who 
have preached very acceptably for 
us. Helpful donations have been 
received into the London Outreach 
Fund opened by Knightswood 
Deacons' Court which bears the 
costs of the venture. Initially we 
had arranged services for just three 
months but we feel that the response 
and encouragements have been such 
that our trial period should continue 
for a longer period. Our emphasis 
on serious worship, solid doctrine 
and the faithful preaching of the 
Word seem to be appreciated. 
Services continue to be held in 
Putney Evangelical Church, Sefton 
Street, Putney, SW15 1NA (kindly 
granted). The services are held at 
3pm and 6pm and tea is served 

between the services.
Location details: http://www.
putneyevangelicalchurch.org.uk/
location.html
For further information and to 
check venue and times of services 
please contact Rev William Macleod, 
email: william@themacleods.org.uk, 
tel. 0141 959 0292 or Mr Stephen 
Pontin, email: stephen.pontin@
ntlworld.com tel. (07852 571040).

US Episcopal Church 
suspended 
Christian Institute

The US Episcopal Church has 
been suspended from the 

Anglican communion for three 
years for 'a fundamental departure 
from the faith' over marriage. The 
Episcopal Church changed its church 
law in 2015 to remove reference 
to marriage as being between a 
man and a woman. During a week-
long meeting in Canterbury, the 
worldwide Anglican Communion 
decided that the Episcopal Church 
should not take part in decision 
making on doctrine for three years.
A conservative grouping of Anglicans 
– GAFCON – welcomed the 
decision, but said it was disappointed 
that there was no mention of the 
need for repentance over the issue.
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop 
Michael B. Curry, speaking before 
the announcement, said the move 
would 'bring real pain'.
The Anglican Communion’s 
document said the leaders had 
'agreed how they would walk 
together in the grace and love of 

Desk

Rev Trevor Kirkland
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Christ' while acknowledging the 'significant distance 
that remains' between them. It continued: 'Recent 
developments in The Episcopal Church with respect 
to a change in their Canon on marriage represent a 
fundamental departure from the faith and teaching 
held by the majority of our Provinces on the doctrine 
of marriage. Possible developments in other Provinces 
could further exacerbate this situation'.
'The traditional doctrine of the church in view of the 
teaching of Scripture, upholds marriage as between a man 
and a woman in faithful, lifelong union', the agreement 
added, noting: 'The majority of those gathered reaffirm 
this teaching'.
We are glad that under pressure from Anglicans in the 
Developing World some stand has been taken for biblical 
morality.

‘DUP’s Christian values will continue’ 
says new leader 

Christian Institute

Arlene Foster, the new Northern Ireland First 
Minister, says her party’s 'very strong Christian 

values' will continue under her leadership. Arlene Foster 
became First Minister on 11th January after taking 
up the leadership of the DUP. Her predecessor was 
Peter Robinson. In an interview with the Belfast News 
Letter, she said the party’s stance in support of life and 
traditional marriage would not change.
Responding to a question about abortion and marriage, 

she added: 'The DUP is – and we make no apology 
for this – founded on very strong Christian values as 
you know. We as a party will continue to have those 
very strong Christian values and part of that is in 
and around the traditional view in terms of marriage'. 
Foster also commented that 'just because we believe in 
the traditional view of marriage doesn’t mean that we 
denigrate anyone who doesn’t agree with that'.
Last December, speaking on BBC Radio 4, Foster said 
the DUP 'very firmly' believes that marriage is between 
a man and a woman. The Stormont Assembly in Belfast 
has consistently rejected same-sex marriage – voting on 
the issue five times since 2012.
We are thankful for those who take a strong moral stand in 
any of our parliaments.

Leeds' ‘prostitution zone’ 
Christian Institute

Police will continue to turn a blind eye to prostitution 
activity in an area of Leeds, after it was announced 

that a red light district set up in 2014 will be allowed 
to exist indefinitely. This is despite the death of 21-year-
old prostitute Daria Pionko, who was found with fatal 
injuries inside the ‘managed area’ last December. Leeds 
City Council claim that the permanent red light district 
– thought to be the first of its kind in the country – 
makes prostitution 'as safe as possible'.
The ‘prostitution zone’, in the Holbeck area of the city, 
has caused alarm among local business owners. Greg 
Adams, Managing Director of an office supplies firm, said 
he was 'genuinely horrified' when he found out about 
it. As far as I’m concerned the council and the police 
are breaking the law by turning a blind eye to soliciting. 
There have been many incidents'.
As well as public sex acts, he said there was also 
widespread drug use, remarking that 'the evidence of 
drugs is there to see'.
It is sad that the police publicly turn a blind eye to the 
breaking of the law.

Global Christian persecution ‘worse 
than ever before’ 

Christian Institute

The 2016 watch list from the Open Doors charity 
reveals that persecution levels against Christians 

are worse than in previous years, with widespread 
systematic religious cleansing across Africa and the 
Middle East.
Open Doors uses a point system for the watch list, and 
CEO Lisa Pearce noted that this year 'a country had to 
score 50 per cent more points than in 2013 to even 
make it onto the list. This is a cause of great concern'.
The watch list was officially launched at the House 
of Commons  on 13th January, with over 100 
Parliamentarians in attendance. Topping the list is North 

Arlene Foster MLA
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Korea, which remains the worst country for treatment 
of Christians – around 70,000 Christians are estimated 
to be imprisoned in labour camps, while those who 
worship in secret risk being killed if they are discovered. 
Iraq follows in second place, and Eritrea, nicknamed the 
‘North Korea of Africa’, came in third. The biggest rises 
in persecution have been seen in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Azerbaijan and Eritrea, and the number of 
refugees from Afghanistan and Eritrea has increased 
significantly.
Open Doors highlighted the rise in Islamic fundamentalism, 
which is at its most extreme and increasing most rapidly 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Islamist extremism is also forcing 
millions to flee their homes in the Middle East, after 
violent killings, hostage-taking and violence against 
women and children.
Lisa Pearce commented: 'The persecution of Christians 
is getting worse, in every region in which we work – 
and it’s getting worse fast. The trend is stark, as are the 
consequences for real people – we should not expect 
that to change unless we are part of changing the 
situation'.
Remember to pray for the persecuted church.

Dangers of gambling adverts 
Christian Institute

Sports gambling that is marketed as ‘fun’ and ‘mischievous’ 
has driven gambling to unprecedented levels, leading to 
ruined lives, a newspaper commentator and former 
Olympian has warned. Writing in The Times, Matthew 
Syed pointed to the relaxation of laws on TV advertising 
in 2007, which prompted 'a transformation in funding 
and branding'. Gambling companies 'wield such power', 
Syed noted, 'that they have convinced TV companies to 
move their spots from traditional ad breaks to split-
screen commercials that intrude upon the live content 
itself'. He highlighted the 'light-heartedness' of the 
adverts themselves. The basic idea is to use fun, mischief 
and levity to obscure the fact that even non-problem 
gamblers are losing money hand over fist. Punters are 
being voluntarily fleeced', Syed said. He added: 'Despite 
what gambling companies insinuate, watching sport is 
just as exciting without the need to donate money to 
corporates that have legally rigged the market so that 
they clean up, whatever happens'.
Gambling is addictive, destructive and immoral.

Burkina Faso – Persecution 
E Kendal

As Islamic State (IS) consolidates in Libya (its African 
beach-head into Europe), Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb is pressing south into the Sahel. Stratfor Global 
Intelligence reports: 'Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
(AQIM) is entering 2016 stronger than it was at the 
beginning of 2015... [The] group can be expected to 
continue to conduct kidnappings and armed assaults 

across a wide expanse of the Sahel, both to raise funds 
and to attract attention and recruits'. Accordingly, 
the risk to Christians, especially to foreign Christian 
workers, could escalate markedly, as it did in 2012.  
On Friday 15 January six militants (including two females) 
from AQIM's al-Murabitoon attacked Ouagadougou, the 
capital of Burkina Faso. After detonating car bombs, they 
laid siege to the Splendid Hotel and nearby Cappuccino 
cafe – sites frequented by elites and foreigners. The 
security forces regained control on 16 January, killing 
four jihadists. By that time the jihadists had killed 29 
civilians, including seven foreign Christian workers – one 
American, and six Canadian short-term aid workers 
(four from one family). The American, Michael Riddering 
(45, and a father of four) had, along with his wife Amy, 
been running an orphanage and women's refuge in 
the West African country since 2011. AQIM claimed 
responsibility for the attack, calling it 'a new message 
... to the slaves of the cross' and 'a reminder to the 
worshippers of the cross'.  
On 16 January, as the siege was under way, another 
AQIM-linked group, Ansar al Dine, crossed into Burkina 
Faso from Mali and kidnapped Australian missionaries 
Dr Ken Elliot (81) and his wife Jocelyn from their home 
in Baraboule. The Elliots, who built and ran a 120-bed 
clinic in nearby Djibo, had been providing medical 
services to the poorest of the poor in Burkina Faso's 
remote north since 1972. Dr Elliot has been praying for 
God to provide a successor, a surgeon who would take 
over the work of the hospital. 'We really are getting on 
a little bit in years', he notes in his YouTube appeal. 'We 
fully believe that this hospital is here because God loves 
people'. 
'The wounds inflicted on people are felt by the whole 
nation', said a statement of the Bishops' Conference of 
Burkina Faso and Niger. 'We invite you to remember and 
pray for the victims, the injured, their families and their 
friends. Our only weapon is prayer. May all believers 
increase the ardour of prayer as we have done in other 
circumstances'. 

Burkina Faso
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Books
Bible Names 

Alison Brown
Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 32 pp, £3.50

A Bible Alphabet Busy 
Book

Alison Brown
Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 32pp, £3.00

Bible Names is an activity book suitable 
for primary-age children. It deals with 

some of the names of people in the Bible 
in order to explain their meaning and to 
describe various truths connected with 
them. For each character mentioned there 
is a page with a colourful picture and a 
brief description of his life along with the 
reason for the name. As children learn 
about Adam and Noah or Daniel and David 
they can remember facts concerning their 
lives, filling appropriate spaces which are 
dedicated for their own drawings. There 
are also a few sentences at the end for 
children to complete so as to review what 
they have just learned.
A very interesting and stimulating book.
A Bible Alphabet Busy Book is challenging 
children to learn about Bible stories by 
engaging in various writing tasks. For each 
story from the Bible they are asked, for 
example, to re-write sentences correctly, 
to find proper words for each space, or to 
put in missing vowels.
All this is to encourage young children to 
learn actively many aspects of the twenty-
six Bible stories that will hopefully inspire 
their lives too.

Rev Davide Ratti

Preparation for Ministry
Allan Harman

Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 117pp, £5.25

Of all the lecturers whom I had at 
university and at the divinity colleges 

I attended, Allan Harman was by far the 
best. He had a natural ability to explain. He 
was able to illustrate from his wide reading 
and experience. He had a command of 

his material which allowed him to speak 
freely and authoritatively with eye-contact 
rather than read notes. Above all, he was 
able to put himself into the shoes of the 
students and speak practically to their 
needs. His lectures were on Hebrew and 
Old Testament and yet covered the whole 
range of theological subjects. 
I was reminded of all this as I read 
Preparation for Ministry. It deals helpfully 
with the call to the ministry, preparations 
before going to seminary, choosing a 
seminary, guidance while at seminary and 
help in early ministry, and advises ministers 
on the importance and manner of staying 
fresh. A helpful basic reading list is provided 
and a short guide to sermon preparation. 
Spurgeon's 'Minister's Self-watch' from his 
Lectures to my Students is included in the 
appendix as is B B Warfield's 'The religious 
life of theological students', two useful 
additions. This is an excellent book to give 
to a budding theological student. Having 
one in my own congregation I will pass my 
copy on to him.

Rev William Macleod

Ichthus: Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, the Saviour

Sinclair B Ferguson & Derek W H Thomas
Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 166pp, £6.50

The name of this book is unusual. Ichthus 
is the Greek word for a fish. Its five Greek 
letters form the first letters of the early 
Christian confession that ‘Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God and Saviour'. In New 
Testament times to draw a fish sign meant: 
‘I am a Christian’. Still, today, one finds it 
used as a sticker on cars. The two authors 
have had varied careers as pastors and 
professors of theology on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Their careers crossed for two 
years when, along with other activities, 
both were pastors of First Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, South Carolina, USA. 
This work is drawn from a series of 
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sermons which they preached there at that time on nine 
key events in Jesus’ life and ministry. The book consists of 
a chapter on each of these, eg, 'The Manger (birth), The 
River (baptism), The Wilderness (temptation) etc. As the 
material started off as sermons, the book is readable and 
accessible to all. However the material is not ordinary and 
predictable. There is a freshness about it which ministers 
too will find helpful.
Two or three quotations might be given to show what 
the book is like. Ferguson and Thomas speak of how 
Jesus resisted the three-pronged attack of Satan in the 
wilderness: 'The devil appealed to Jesus' senses of taste and 
sight, just as he had done with Adam and Eve. But unlike 
them, Jesus appealed to God's word'. With regard to the 
cloud on the mount of Transfiguration, 'It was the glory 
cloud of the presence of God'. They speak of heaven at the 
ascension, comparing it with the return of soldiers from a 
tour of duty, and yet far greater: 'There is an explosion of 
praise: the Lord, strong and mighty in battle – the Son of 
the Father – the Crucified and Risen One – He has come 
home in triumph! Heaven itself is filled with a sense of joy 
and wonder that He has triumphed over the unimaginable 
onslaught of all the forces of darkness and evil'.
Warmly recommended!

Rev William Macleod

A Heavenly Conference Between 
Christ and Mary 

Richard Sibbes
Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 167pp, £5.00 

This book is Richard Sibbes’ extensive exposition of 
the brief meeting that took place on the resurrection 

morning when the risen Saviour met Mary Magdalene at 
the empty tomb. His text is John 20:16-17 and from these 
two verses he expounds and applies what is recorded 
there. In typical Puritan fashion, Sibbes seeks to extol 
the virtues of Christ and the inestimable blessings which 
belong to the believer in having Christ as his Saviour and 
Lord. In the foreword Michael Reeves says, 'His [Sibbes] 
intent was that we should enjoy the comfort that comes 
from knowing God as our God and Father, and knowing 
Christ as our brother'. Throughout this Puritan Paperback, 
Sibbes does not waste time in preparing to fulfil his 
intention. In the section ‘Christ’s Father and ours’ Sibbes 
writes, 'Christ ascended to God, as a common Father and 
God to Him and them. He doth not say, I ascend to the 
Father. That were no great comfort; for what were that to 
them? Or to my Father only. Neither doth He say, “I ascend 
to our Father”, for that is true in the order of it: for He is 
not in equal respect the God and Father of Christ, and the 
God and Father of us. And therefore He speaks of Himself 
in the first place: “I go to my God and your God”. For He 
is first and specially Christ’s Father and Christ’s God, and 
then ours'. 
In the section, 'The comfort of having God as our Father', 
Sibbes comforts believers by saying, 'It is the first sermon 
of our Saviour Christ after His resurrection, and therefore 
forget not to think of God as a Father and Christ as a 

Brother. Indeed, whatsoever comfort is in any relation, God 
and Christ have taken it on them'. 
Sibbes says in the section, ‘The priority of Christ’s relation 
to the Father’, to further comfort the believer: 'And it is 
for our comfort that it is so, that God’s love is to Christ 
first. There is a firm foundation when God loveth us in His 
Son, and we are children in His natural Son, in whom we 
are adopted. Then our state is firm'. 
With all the comfort and blessings belonging to the true 
believer he goes on to encourage all to be found in Christ 
and for the believer to gain an assurance of his interest in 
Christ. 
An excellent little book that will repay to be read and read 
again. 

Rev Andrew R Allan 

Thoughts For Young Men
J C Ryle

Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 96pp, £3.50

While I suspect only a very small minority of the 
readership of the Free Church Witness magazine 

falls under the heading of 'young men' this is nevertheless 
a book that we can commend to the majority. Taken from 
a bulkier work of Ryle this little reminder to young men 
about the precious value of their souls and the need to 
forsake sin would help equip parents and friends who find 
young men falling into the dangers they can recognise, but 
to which the young men seem oblivious. Importantly, it 
stresses the need to be acquainted with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.
The book bears similarities in its emphasis to works of the 
Puritans, being laced with illustrations. Sometimes it makes 
the same point with the same illustrations showing that 
Ryle is drawing from the same Puritan sources.
The age of the writing appears evident from time to time. It 
deals with the Seventh Commandment without mentioning 
the great breach of that commandment which is common 
today. Some of the illustrations mention the popularity of 
newspapers or the need to keep a pocket-watch in a good 
state of repair. These would not be the examples quoted 
today.
One thing that hasn't changed since then is that young men 
are a particular category who face particular challenges. 
Ryle laments that so few young men seem to have any 
religion. So few love the Lord. He cuts down the folly of 
sinful thoughts and gives encouragement to godly living.
The volume can be read very quickly and contains many 
memorable statements. It is carefully enhanced with 
footnotes which identify historical figures mentioned in the 
text (many of whom are Anglican ministers and bishops) 
and contains, very helpfully, Mark Dever's summary of the 
book.
These Thoughts for Young Men can also function as 'Things 
to Make Young Men Think About', and could easily be 
of service to those readers who are neither men nor 
particularly young but have an opportunity to share a word 
with such.

Alastair Manderson
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Rest

The Biblical instruction on the Sabbath not only 
prescribes a set day; it also sets out a principle 
of rest that is to characterise society on a macro 

level, and the individual at the micro level. 
No one can operate effectively without sufficient sleep, 
and many emotional and spiritual problems can be traced 
back to the neglect of basic physical needs. When Elijah 
cried out in anguish after the conflict on Carmel with the 
priests of Baal, the Lord first prescribed healthy sleep and 
meals before addressing any overtly spiritual needs. In a 
real sense rest and food are spiritual needs, and are not 
to be neglected.
Our society is so focused on leisure that there is a 
danger that the Christian begins to think in terms of 
the ‘weekend’ being ‘my time’. This idea of a weekend 
is alien to the Scriptures. Six days are for work – not 
five for work, one for me, and one for worship. If you 
are employed for five days, then you are not to avoid 
work on the sixth. Rather the sixth day allows for 
work around the home and family. Recreation must fit 

around and complement work responsibilities and not 
be a substitute. Undoubtedly recreation has benefits (I 
Timothy 4:8) and is not to be neglected, but it is not to 
dominate. The Christian is to aspire to be a man – games 
and toys belong to children.
There was a point when leisure overtook and replaced 
work in King David’s calendar. The result was devastating. 
(II Samuel 11:2) [at the time of year when kings would 
be expected to go out to war, and when David’s army 
was battling with the Ammonites, but David was lounging 
about at home] … 'it came to pass in an eveningtide, that 
David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof 
of the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a woman 
washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful 
to look upon'. The ugly consequences of this episode 
destroyed individuals and families, and brought shame 
and sorrow upon the entire nation. David was off-balance 
and everything spiralled out of control.
Rest only brings pleasure when it is balanced with work. 
David’s son Solomon, who was in a position to have 
anything that he desired, was able to perceive that in 

The Christian at Work (Part II)
Rev James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath)

Last month Mr MacInnes looked at the need for balance, and considered particularly the areas of employment and worship. He continues looking 
at the need for balance this month and goes on to look at vocation.
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many ways he was not better off than the honest working 
man: (Ecclesiastes 5:12) 'The sleep of a labouring man is 
sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance 
of the rich will not suffer him to sleep'.

Family Life
The family is the basic building block of both church 
and state, neither of which will prosper when the family 
disintegrates. Perhaps this is the area most likely to 
be out of balance, through either neglect or by over 
compensation. 
A beautiful house, full of beautiful items and inhabited by 
a lonely husband, wife, and children perhaps overstates 
what is normal in our society, but tragically it is not too 
far away from the truth. Many children have everything 
they might ever want – except time with mum and dad. 
To be present is more important than to give a present. 
But to give a present is far easier than the grind of 
family life: living in constant close proximity displays 
and challenges more character defects than the average 
person is comfortable with. Despite this, the mother 
and father who are present - that means,  engaged with 
each other and with their children, not simply living 
under the same roof- even with all their inadequacies 
and infirmities, are of greater help to their children than 
all the gadgets that money can buy. 
The opposite extreme is the danger of over-compensating 
in family life so that it becomes too insular, and excludes 
rather than embraces those who should be brought into 
the circle. Seeking simply to satisfy the family does not 
model an evangelistic ethos, and makes the parents the 
slaves of the child. When God delivers man from the 
tyranny and bondage of sin He places him within a family 
(Psalm 68:6). There is a practical outworking to this 
identifying of redeemed sinners together as one people 
belonging to our Father in heaven. The believing family 
is to be ready to embrace the outcast and the stranger, 
as well as those who are well known within the church 
and the wider community, but who would otherwise be 
alone. 
Concerning work, the truth is that each one of us lurches 
from side to side, either neglecting or overcompensating. 
As we reflect upon these four responsibilities: Work, 
Worship, Rest, and Family Life we must recognise 
that they cannot, in any God-glorifying sense, exist in 
isolation. We must be ready to continually re-evaluate 
and adjust our priorities in the light of Scripture and 
changes in our circumstances. 

2 Vocation
The passage in Ephesians 2:4-10, which has already been 
referred to, states that God has foreordained good 
works to be completed and fulfilled by each one of His 
people. Therefore every Christian is called, by the Lord, 
into Christian service. There is work for you to do, and 
you must do it – it is the will of God. There are many 

reasons why the Lord has appointed work for you to 
do, amongst others – to fulfil His purpose for man, you 
were created to work; to make you an influence for 
good in this fallen world; to humble and sanctify you 
in the difficulties and challenges you meet; to keep you 
from idleness which leads toward sin; and to give you 
opportunity to witness of His saving grace.    
Wherever you have been placed can rightly be considered 
to be your ‘pulpit’. You may not have been called to 
proclaim the gospel of God’s free grace as a preacher, 
but you have a responsibility, and an opportunity not 
granted to any preacher. You alone are to serve in 
your particular sphere, and no one else. It may be that 
your ministry, serving the Lord, at your kitchen sink, or 
workbench, or office desk, might prove more fruitful 
than some pulpit ministries. This is not to undermine 
the preaching ministry – but to emphasise, to recover 
perhaps, that it is every one of the Lord’s people who 
are to be witnesses: (Matthew 5:13-16) 'Ye are the salt of 
the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but 
to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light 
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven'.
Regardless of your job-description, wherever you are, 
you are in full-time Christian work. You may never get 
the perfect job that you aspire after, but you are where 
the King has placed you – and where you can be of the 
most use in His kingdom.
The political consensus in our nation today is seeking 
to drive a wedge between public life and private faith – 
it is acceptable to think and believe as you please, but 
you must toe the party line or else. Lillian Ladele is a 
Christian who lost her job as a registrar in Islington, 
London because she refused to register same-sex 
civil partnerships. When an appeal was heard at the 
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, a 
lawyer representing the British Government argued 
successfully, 'Christians in Britain should leave their faith 
at home or accept that they might have to get another 
job'.  
Why is there such an effort to drive in this wedge? The 
reason is this – for as long as Christians act consistently 
in public, the church has undeniable power and influence. 
But if Christians can be intimidated into silence, then not 
only will the church appear to go away, it will go away. 
To claim the name Christian and not live according to 
the claims of Christ is to be no more than an irrelevant 
historic throwback. If you can’t be a Christian at work – 
if you can suspend the claims of Christ for the duration 
of your working week – then you can’t be a Christian, 
for Christ clearly does not have dominion over you.
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It is vital for Christians in public and private to be 
wise, sensitive and winsome, and not unnecessarily 
provocative, but never, ever, are you to deny by words 
or actions the Saviour. The Christian faith is not a private 
faith; you can’t keep your head down and hide away, 
and think that the Lord will be pleased. Remember the 
example in Babylon – how intimidating it must have 
been to stand alone; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
did not arrange any protest campaign, but nor did they 
compromise or shy away when challenged. They plainly 
declared, we serve the living God (Daniel 3, also Daniel 
himself in chapter 6).  
There must be no gap between who you are on Sunday 
and then on Monday, or any other day of the week. 
Religious piety which does not extend beyond the pew 
is nothing more than hypocrisy. 
Retirement describes the process when someone ceases 
from paid employment and is a privilege of our Western 
world. Retirement has no place in the Christian life; we 
are to continue labouring until we are ushered into 
the eternal rest prepared by the Lord for His servants. 
If you have retired from paid employment you have 
greater freedom to focus more selectively on aspects 
of the work of the kingdom. You might think of yourself 
as having now earned the right to rest and take it easy, 
particularly if you feel yourself having less energy and 
strength, as you get older. But if the Lord had no work 

for you to do, surely he would take you home and out 
of this world. Your continued presence proves your 
continued responsibility. If you are really in doubt as to 
how you can help, ask your minister – there is so much 
that you can do to help. 
A person’s significance is not to be measured by their 
salary. Some of the most significant workers have no 
salary. A mother is clearly called of the Lord – the 
evidence lies in her arms, yet society views her God-
given role as unproductive.
The church, that is the people of God, must recognise 
her value and invest in her. So many young mothers, who 
would rejoice to have help and encouragement, instead 
smart under implied and expressed criticism. Particularly 
older women, you have what she needs. Paul instructs 
Titus to instruct the congregation so that the church 
in Crete would thrive: (Titus 2:3-5) 'The aged women 
likewise … [are to be] teachers of good things; that they 
may teach the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, 
that the word of God be not blasphemed'.
One would have thought that loving her husband and 
her children would be easy; second nature for a young 
mother. And in one sense it is, and yet, in another sense, 
particularly in practical terms, it is very, very difficult – 
all these demands, so much to do and so little time. Is 

  CENTRAL   ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
        BUILDING FUND 2016 2016 2015
  YTD 2016 Jan To Jan To Jan
      
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen    1,300 1,300 1,300
Duthil-Dores  814 2,345 2,345 2,467
Inverness   3,162 3,162 1,500
Kilmorack & Strathglass  1,400 1,400 1,400
Poolewe & Aultbea   508 508 470
Total Inverness 814 8,715 8,715 7,137
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie    0 0 0
Brora     0 0 0
Kiltearn    1,000 1,000 0
Tarbat    2,000 2,000 0
Total Northern 0 3,000 3,000 0
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran     788 788 811
Ayr    900 900 1,000
Dumfries   200 200 0
Edinburgh  1,700 1,800 1,800 2,000
Glasgow - Partick  849 1,500 1,500 1,300
Glasgow - Shettleston   2,000 2,000 2,000
Glasgow - Knightswood   1,500 1,500 1,650
Rothesay   0 0 0
Total  Southern 2,549 8,688 8,688 8,761
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross    1,597 1,597 1,591
Harris - Leverburgh 40 1,250 1,250 1,250
Harris - Scalpay    0 0 2,000
Knock & Point   0 0 1,800
North Uist  380 0 0 1,000
Stornoway  855 6,426 6,426 6,303
Total Outer Hebrides 1,275 9,273 9,273 13,944
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale & Duirinish  1,200 1,200 0
Kilmuir & Stenscholl   800 800 0
Lochalsh    150 150 900
Strath     450 450 400
Portree    1,200 1,200 1,200
Snizort    1,300 1,300 1,300
Total Skye  0 5,100 5,100 3,800

Smiths Falls   1,000 1,000 
     
Total Congregations  4,638 35,776 35,776 33,642

Other Donations   0 1,833 1,833 1,333
Legacy   0 0 0
     
TOTAL  4,638 37,608 37,608 34,975

Including Gift Aid   0 0 0 0

Congregational Remittances - January 2016
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it even possible to keep on giving, giving, giving? Why 
does Paul counsel the older women to nurture the 
younger women? In part because the older women have 
experience, they have learnt by making mistakes, and can 
help the young mother to avoid certain pitfalls. Another 
reason, perhaps, is to remind the older women that they 
weren’t ever quite the perfect wife or mother either – 
the danger being that as time passes the less realistic 
our memory of it (we all like to wear rose tinted 
glasses!). The more nostalgic and idealistic the memories, 
the more critical the older women might be of these 
struggling younger women. Certainly another reason for 
the older women to help in this way is to focus their 
energies in a way that satisfies and fulfils – old age does 
not render you redundant. When the older women 
avoid their responsibilities in this respect, it is a recipe 
for disaster: they themselves are frustrated, the young 
mothers are exasperated, the husbands are disappointed, 

the children are neglected – and the church looks just 
like the world. Of course every individual in the equation 
has their own responsibilities, and the vitality of the 
church does not stand or fall solely upon the faithfulness 
of the older women. But here is one Biblical way that 
we can reappraise our responsibilities and recognise our 
God-given vocation. 
There is the same need for men. There are few, if any, 
young men who really understand what it is to lay 
down his life for his wife. Probably, in extreme crisis 
most would step forward at the hazard of life and 
limb to protect their family, but the challenge is to lay 
down one’s life when confronted with the predictable 
dull, daily, humdrum, not unlikely crisis. How many are 
prepared to lay down the remote control for the TV 
or the computer mouse, surrendering their comfort, in 
order to consider the needs of wife and family?  

To be continued

"There are few, if any, young men who really understand what it is to lay 
down his life for his wife... How many are prepared to lay down the remote 
control for the TV or the computer mouse, surrendering their comfort, in 

order to consider the needs of wife and family?"



“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
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