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When at divinity college, I remember one 
professor telling us that every congregational 
fall-out was basically about money. He 

asserted that if you looked carefully you would find 
the love of money somewhere and we know that it 
is the root of all evil. There is certainly much truth 
in what the old man said. After a parent dies there 
are often pathetic squabbles over the inheritance and 
sometimes a total breakdown in relationships. One man 
tried to draw Jesus into such a dispute but our Lord 
would have none of it: 'Man, who made me a judge or 
a divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth' 
(Lk.12:14-15). Our Saviour proceeded then to tell the 
story of the rich fool and what a warning that is! It is 
sad how professing Christians can let 'filthy mammon' 
trouble their relationships with their brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Ministers, particularly, must guard 
their reputation in this area or it will undermine their 
ministry. They should avoid all but essential involvement 
with congregations' finances and mortify any tendency 
they have to love money.
However there is something even more damaging to 
peace and unity in the congregations of God's people 
and that is pride and arrogance, and there is some of this 
in us all, even in those who seem most humble. 

An Old Testament Example
One of the worst crisis points in Israel's journey 
through the wilderness provides a clear demonstration 
of the problem. Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Numb.16) 

were jealous of Moses and Aaron. They arrogantly 
argued that Moses and Aaron were taking too high a 
position to themselves. They asserted that the whole 
congregation was holy and others were just as able to 
lead in civil and ecclesiastical affairs. Moses was greatly 
upset and fell upon his face when he heard it (v4). He 
knew that he did not choose to be Israel's leader, he 
had no desire for the position, he had felt inadequate for 
the task and he had indeed to be compelled by God's 
call. He challenged the rebels to take censers and offer 
incense before the Lord to see who would be accepted 
by God (v7). In their pride they came before the Lord 
with their censers but the earth opened her mouth and 
swallowed them up (vv32-33)and fire came from the 
Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty princes 
who associated with them (v35). A further 14,700 died 
of a plague from the Lord because they blamed Moses 
for the death of the rebels (v49). Moses was one of the 
meekest and humblest men that ever lived. Pride was 
the cause behind this strife.

The Disciples
There was often strife among the disciples of the Lord. 
They were mainly just working-class folk, several being 
fishermen, yet each one, it appeared, wished to be the 
greatest. Mark records that Jesus on one occasion 
in Capernaum asked His disciples what they were 
arguing about on the road. They said nothing. Obviously 
their consciences were bothering them. They 'had 
disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest' 
(Mk.9:34) and they knew this was wrong. The Lord, who 
could read their hearts, rebuked them. He told them 

Arrogance and Strife
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plainly that the one who desired the first place would be 
last and the servant to the others. On another occasion 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him with 
the request that one be on His right hand and the other 
on His left in His glory (Mk.10:37). When the other ten 
heard of this they were very angry. Why? In pride each 
thought they deserved the special honour. Jesus called 
them to Him and said, 'Ye know that they which are 
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon 
them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever 
will be great among you, shall be your minister: and 
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant 
of all' (Mk.9:42-44). The teaching of Christ is clear but 
just like us they found it a hard lesson to learn. Even at 
the Last Supper, the night of Jesus' betrayal, none would 
humble himself to wash the feet of the others, so that in 
the end Jesus took a basin and towel and washed their 
feet, shaming them and at the same time giving them the 
perfect example: 'Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say 
well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you' (Jn.13:13-15). If we took this 
teaching of the Lord to heart how peaceful and loving 
our churches would be!

Philippians
Paul had a special bond with the church in Philippi. 
He had planted the church there and he had suffered 
beating and imprisonment among them at that time: 
they loved him and sent him gifts for his support and 
he thanked God upon every remembrance of them 
(Phil.1:3) and prayed constantly for them. However 
there were divisions among them. He wrote to them, 
'Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind' (Phil.2:2). Later in 
the same epistle he had to write to two lady members, 
'I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be 
of the same mind in the Lord' (4:2). What was causing 

the fall-outs? He tells us, 'Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves' (Phil.2:3). If they 
mortified pride and respected others there would be no 
strife. Instead of humility, sadly, there was vainglory and 
arrogance. If we thought of other Christians as better 
than ourselves we would find it difficult to fall out with 
them. He advises, 'Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others' (v4). Instead 
of being concerned for our own interests and striving 
to exalt ourselves, look out for others and seek to 
advance them. The mind of Christ is commended, who 
being God, humbled himself to become a man, indeed a 
servant, and eventually to die the cursed death of the 
cross (v8). What an example He is! And Paul reminds 
the Philippians what happened to Christ as a reward for 
His self-humiliation: 'Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father' 
(vv9-11). The path to true greatness is deep humility.

Peter
Peter was a natural leader. To begin with, he was as 
arrogant as any. He thought it possible for all the other 
disciples to deny Christ but he was sure he would not. 
He would die with Christ if need be. He had to learn 
his own failing and the threefold denial of his Master 
had a profound humbling effect upon him. Later, Paul, 
on at least one occasion, had to correct him (Gal.2:14). 
He appears to have taken it graciously and bore no 
grudge. He writes lovingly and admiringly of Paul – 'Our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the 
other Scriptures, unto their own destruction' (2Pet.3:15-

"To begin with, Peter was as arrogant as any. 
He thought it possible for all the other disciples 
to deny Christ but he was sure he would not. 

He would die with Christ if need be. 
He had to learn his own failing and the 

threefold denial of his Master had a profound 
humbling effect upon him."
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16). He earlier wrote to the elders and ministers that 
they must not be 'lords over God's heritage', but be 
'examples to the flock' (1Pet.5:3). It is a temptation to 
ministers to lord over others, but the godly minister is 
a servant to the church. Peter sets the ideal before the 
whole congregation, 'Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time' (1Pet.5:5-6). What a 
wonderful and loving harmony would be in our churches 
if we were all subject to one another and gave honour to 
everyone else and were clothed with humility!

John
John, as we noted, once sought for himself a seat at 
the right hand of Christ's throne in glory. Noting the 
love, godliness and humility which characterised him 
in his later long life of service to the Saviour, that may 
well be his final position. It shall be given by the Father 
to the one for whom it is prepared, whoever that is 
(Mk.10:40). Writing in his Third Epistle, John speaks of 
one, 'Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence' 

(3Jn.9). Such people cause great harm to the church. 
Let us pray to God that we be kept from such folly. 
John presents a beautiful picture of heaven in the book 
of Revelation. The throne of God is central and all the 
inhabitants of heaven cast their crowns at God's feet: 
'The four and twenty elders fall down before him that 
sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever 
and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created' (Rev.4:10-
11). 
Man at best is wholly vanity. All glory belongs to God. We 
were created to glorify and enjoy God. Let us remember 
that we are but worms. If we all crucify pride and 
arrogance there will be no strife in our churches: 'The 
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth' 
(2Tim.2:24-25).

John Flavel on
The Covenant of Redemption

The Covenant of Redemption is between the 
Father and the Redeemer. John Flavel in The 
Fountain of Life writes movingly of divine love.

Father: ‘My Son, here is a company of poor miserable 
souls, that have utterly undone themselves, and now 
lie open to my justice! Justice demands satisfaction for 
them, or will satisfy itself in the eternal ruin of them: 
What shall be done for these souls?’ 

Son: ‘O my Father, such is my love to, and pity for them, 
that rather than they shall perish eternally, I will be 
responsible for them as their Surety; bring in all thy bills, 
that I may see what they owe thee; Lord, bring them all 
in, that there may be no after-reckonings with them; at 
my hand shalt thou require it. I will rather choose to 
suffer thy wrath than they should suffer it: upon me, my 
Father, upon me be all their debt’.

Father: ‘But, my Son, if thou undertake for them, thou 
must reckon to pay the last mite, expect no abatements; 
if I spare them, I will not spare thee’.

Son: ‘Content, Father, let it be so; charge it all upon me, 
I am able to discharge it: and though it prove a kind of 
undoing to me, though it impoverish all my riches, empty 
all my treasures, (for so indeed it did, 2 Corinthians 8:9: 
“Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor”) yet I am content to undertake it'.

Flavel: ‘Blush, ungrateful believers, O let shame cover 
your faces; judge in yourselves now, has Christ deserved 
that you should stand with him for trifles, that you should 
shrink at a few petty difficulties, and complain, this is 
hard, and that is harsh? O if you knew the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in this his wonderful condescension 
for you, you could not do it’.
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We honour marriage because God honours 
it. Indeed the whole Trinity testifies that 
marriage is honourable. 

God the Father honoured it by designing, instituting, 
regulating, and witnessing the first marriage. God defines 
its nature, its parties and its terms. 
Christ honoured it by performing His first miracle at 
a wedding (John 2) and using marriage in quite a few 
parables.
The Holy Spirit honoured it by making it a picture of the 
church in Ephesians 5.
We also honour marriage because God commands it to 
be honoured (Heb.13:4). Here are eight ways we can do 
this.
1 . We honour it by praying for it
Some people will pray for a parking spot but never pray 
for a wife or a husband. They think it’s too much to ask. 
Or they’ll pray for their children to get into college but 
not that they’d get into a good marriage. By not asking 
God for marriage for themselves or their loved ones, 
they are dishonouring marriage and the God who can 
give it.
A fund raiser once told me that some wealthy people 
he knows are actually insulted if he doesn’t ask them for 
money, or if he asks them for too little. Instead they feel 
honoured that he should ask them and that he should ask 
them for so much.
Honour God and marriage by asking for happy and 
fruitful marriages for yourself and for your children. Let 
it never be said, 'You have not, because you ask not'. Or 
'You ask not because you value not'.
2 . We honour it by seeking partners according 
to God’s Word
God has clearly set out that Christians should only 
marry in the Lord (1Cor.7:39) and that there are certain 
characteristics and qualifications to look for in a wife 
or husband. We honour God when we comply with the 
Maker’s instructions for marriage.
3 . We honour it by waiting for it
God has forbidden sexual intimacy before marriage. 
We’re not permitted an appetizer, not even a sip; that 
only spoils the feast. Honour marriage by waiting for it.
4 . We honour it by entering into it at 
appropriate ages

We can dishonour marriage by getting married too 
young, when there’s little understanding or appreciation 
of marriage, both parties too flippant and frivolous. But 
we also dishonour it by delaying too long, by putting it off 
till later and later in life.
5 . We honour it by organizing Christ-centered 
weddings
Some weddings have virtually no reference to God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit or the Gospel. The messages are 
just full of do’s and don’ts, the speeches are irreverent 
and risqué. It’s like receiving the greatest gift from 
someone and then not even thanking them, or worse, 
making fun of him and his values. Honour marriage by 
honouring God on your marriage day.
6 . We honour it by avoiding debt-laden 
weddings
The average wedding in America now costs $31,000! 
What a way to start out in married life! It’s like starting a 
race with lead weights tied round your ankles. It's wrong, 
displeasing to God, and damaging to everyone.
7 . We honour it by taking on the roles God 
has designed
The wife’s role and the husband’s role have each been 
designed by God to show the relationship between 
Christ and the church – the man to primarily show 
Christ’s love, the woman to primarily show the believer’s 
obedience.
8 . We honour it by defending and promoting 
it .
We oppose every attempt to redefine marriage. But 
we must do more than defend marriage and oppose its 
attackers. We must also promote it by demonstrating 
what a wonderful thing it is – especially to our children. 
We must demonstrate its benefits.

The Puritan Daniel Rogers wrote:
Marriage is the preservative of chastity, the seminary of 
the commonwealth, seed plot of the church, pillar of the 
world, right hand of providence, supporter of laws, states, 
orders, offices, gifts, and services; the glory of peace, the 
sinews of war, the maintenance of policy, the life of the 
dead, the solace of the living, the ambition of virginity, the 
foundation of countries, cities, universities, succession of 
families, crowns, and kingdoms.

Ways to Honour 
Marriage

Rev David Murray
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I Introduction

The Exercise is something that appears to have 
gone out of use over two centuries ago. Some 
of us may have gone through our life without 

even coming across the word, let alone knowing what it 
means. It was largely confined to what we might call the 
'Geneva Puritan movement' that had an influence mainly 
in Switzerland, France, the Netherlands, England and 
Scotland. It varied in name and in practice from country 
to country. It has gone under the names 'Prophesyings', 
'Interpretation' and 'Exercise' and it was closely related 
to the Colloquia and Presbytery. It was practised within 
a congregation but mainly in gatherings of ministers 
which later took the form of presbyteries.
Its Scriptural paradigm was 1 Corinthians 14.26-32, 
and especially verse 29. It is not part of my remit to 
try and exegete the particular passage. Paul seems to 
be referring to the exercise of the extraordinary and 
temporary spiritual gifts in the church at Corinth, and 
especially tongue speaking and prophecy. It is for that 
reason that we might hesitate to build a case from these 
verses for the type of meeting envisaged in the Exercise 
and especially its particular application to ministers. If we 
hold that such a type of meeting is to be practised then 
the prophecy must be concerned with the forth-telling 
of the Word of God, as in Acts 2:17.

II Historical Origins
In order to see how the Exercise came to be part of 
the Scottish Reformation we have to trace its origins in 
Switzerland.

1 In Zurich
The meeting that came to be known as the Exercise 
began in Zurich. As early as 1525 meetings were held 
at the Grossmuenster under the leadership of Zwingli. 
The name of these gatherings was 'Prophesyings'. This 
followed Zwingli's interpretation of 1 Corinthians 14:26-
32, and especially verse 29 'let the prophets speak two 
or three and let the other judge'. Zwingli, writing on 
the subject in 1525, denounced the Anabaptists with 
their view of 'prophesyings' and described the prophet 
as the teacher-scholar of Acts 13:1, 'certain prophets 
and teachers'. And so a daily meeting, apart from Friday 
and Sunday mornings, developed for the purpose of 
presenting participants with a thorough training in 
Biblical exegesis. At the centre of the meetings was 
the study of the Bible in the original languages, with a 
constant comparison with the Latin and Greek text 
of the Vulgate (fourth century Latin translation of the 
Scriptures) and the Septuagint (second century BC 
Greek translation), requiring rigorous linguistic studies.
The pattern of the meeting was as follows. There was an 
opening prayer in Latin, followed by a passage from the 
Vulgate. Then the text under study was read in Hebrew 

'The Exercise' In The Scottish Reformation (Part 1)
Rev John J Murray

The substance of a paper given at the first colloquium of the Southern Presbytery 
held in Shettleston Church on 13th December 2014.

"A daily meeting, apart from Friday and 
Sunday mornings, developed for the 

purpose of presenting participants with a 
thorough training in Biblical exegesis. At 

the centre of the meetings was the study 
of the Bible in the original languages".
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and was translated into Greek and Latin with philological 
explanations. It was followed by reading the same passage 
from the Septuagint and the translation into Latin was 
combined with theological comments. Finally a sermon 
in German was delivered employing all the results of 
both philological and theological discussion by the 
participants. Only this concluding part of the meeting 
was open to the public. One of the reasons for the heavy 
emphasis on the philological approach to Scripture was 
that Zwingli meant these meetings primarily for those 
parish ministers who had been serving as parish priests 
prior to the reformation of the area.

2 In Geneva 
A similar kind of meeting was taken up in Geneva. Calvin 
first came to Geneva in 1536. In November of that 
year there was established the Colloquia, the meeting 
of the ministers of Geneva and vicinity, and Calvin 
became a member. Calvin's return to Geneva from exile 
in 1541 had for its object, from his point of view, the 
establishment of an ecclesiastical constitution which 
would make of the city a model Christian community. 
This was laid out in the Ordonnances which were 
approved by the General Assembly on 20 November 
1541. They began with the declaration that Christ has 
instituted in his church the four offices of pastor, teacher, 
elder and deacon. A most important provision of the 
Ordonnances was that of requiring all the ministers 
of the city, and as many as possible of those in its 
dependent villages, to meet weekly for discussion of 
Scripture. It read: 'It will be expedient that all ministers, 
in order to conserve purity and harmony of doctrine 
among them, shall meet together on an appointed day 
in the week to discuss Scripture and none shall absent 
himself without proper cause'.
John Knox in his sojourns in Geneva became well 
acquainted with the practice and latterly he ministered 
to an English congregation there. In the Form of Prayers 
he used in the congregation there is a paragraph on 
'Interpretation' which reads: 'Every week once, the 
'Congregation' assemble to hear some place of the 
Scriptures orderly expounded. At which time it is lawful 
for every man to speak or enquire, as God shall move 
his heart and the text minister occasion'. 

3 In England
The Prophesyings became established in England very 
early in Elizabeth's reign and were quite extensive, and 
are a story in themselves. Although widely acknowledged 
and sometimes actively encouraged by many of the 
bishops, they really belonged to the Puritan Church, 
rather than to the official Anglican policy. Archbishop 
Edmund Grindal did encourage the gatherings and 
rebuked the queen for ordering him to suppress them. 
For this he was deposed. The Elizabethan Prophesyings 
were in the Zurich tradition, with some traces of the 

more popular variety. They grew partly out of official 
and semi-official projects for the improvement of the 
ignorant clergy, but more out of the spontaneous 
enterprise of the Puritan preachers themselves. At each 
of these from two to five learned ministers moderated, 
and under their direction the remainder of the clergy 
were examined in their tasks before a public audience, 
'so that all were for shame compelled to do something'. 
After the public proceedings, the ministers withdrew to 
continue their conference among themselves. 

III Scottish Reformation
The 'privy kirks'
When we come to look at the development of the 
Prophesyings in Scotland we have to take into account 
the challenges that faced our Reformers in the transition 
from the darkness of the Roman Catholic system. Before 
the Reformed Church was established there was a form 
of the Exercise in what became known as the 'privy 
kirks'. Iain Murray observes:
'What part does the church member, who is not an elder 
or minister, play in the active life of the church? Is any 
part expected of him other than attending services? The 
“privy kirks”, through which the spiritual Reformation 
in Scotland came into being, certainly thought so. In the 
years of the hidden advance of the gospel there were 
no “church officers”, only merchants, bakers, butchers, 
maltmen and such-like people who could speak from 
their hearts, exhort and read the Scriptures to one 
another even though it might cost their lives. When 
regular churches were formed, as they were from 1559, 
this pattern had proved too valuable to be wholly 
dispensed with'. 
In the 'Letter of Wholesome Counsel' sent to the 
brethren in Scotland in July 1556 Knox says 'If any 
brother have exhortation, question, or doubt let him 
not fear to speak or move the same, so that he do it 
with moderation, either to edify or be edified'. When 
Knox came back to Scotland in 1559 he had the 
opportunity of putting into practice the Puritan ideals 
he had embraced and had been further confirmed by his 
'schooling' in Geneva. 

1 In the congregation
In the interpretation of the Scriptures the First Book of 
Discipline states: 'Every week once, the Congregation 
assemble to hear some place of the Scriptures orderly 
expounded. At which time, it is lawful for every man 
to speak or enquire as God shall move his heart, and 
the text minister occasion, so it be without pertinacity 
or disdain, as one that rather seeketh to profit than to 
contend. And if so be any contention rise, then such as 
are appointed moderators, either satisfy the party or 
else, if he come to cavil, exhort him to keep silence, 
referring the judgment thereof to the ministers and 
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elders to be determined in their assembly or consistory 
before mentioned'.

2 In the gatherings of ministers
It was in the preparation, training and supervision of 
ministers that the real challenge came. Under Knox 
the Church was to be guided by ministers, elders 
and deacons but in addition by readers, exhorters 
and superintendents. Readers and exhorters were 
temporary and were intended for a transition period 
until all churches could be provided with qualified 
ministers. There was a group of men whom the First 
Book of Discipline calls 'Readers'. Their duty was limited 
to reading the Scriptures and Common Prayers, with 
liberty, when qualified, to explain the Scriptures read, and 
exhort the people – hence the name 'Exhorter'.
How were ministers to be equipped for their calling? 
Knox wanted to bring the universities under the control 
of the Kirk in matters of faith. His successor in St Giles, 
James Lawson, played a part in re-constituting St Mary's 
College in St Andrews as a theological college in 1579 
and campaigned for a college in Edinburgh which came 
into being as the Town College in 1583, the forerunner of 
Edinburgh University. He was successful in having Robert 
Rollock appointed as the regent of the College. Rollock 
became Principal in 1585 and in 1587 began preaching at 
the East Kirk and was authorised by the Presbytery as the 
College's Professor of Theology. Rollock, a seminal early 
exponent of covenant theology, had a great influence 
through his lectures and sermons in preparing men for 
the ministry. Out of his public preaching and College 
instruction grew his nine published commentaries and 
five volumes of sermons. 
Although a course of study was now available at 
the Town College, what machinery was in place to 
examine a candidate's suitability for the ministry and 
his continuity in ministerial training? Most young men 
graduated from University or the Town College by the 
age of 20 to 22. They were considered too young for a 
pastoral charge. Some were employed as regents, tutors 
or schoolmasters. They would function in congregations 
as exhorters. It was to deal with such a situation that 
Knox put in place the Exercise meeting.

The First Book of Discipline 
In the First Book of Discipline, Chapter XII 'For 
Prophesying or Interpreting of Scripture', we have a 
detailed exposition of what John Knox envisaged the 
Exercise to be. We can quote the opening paragraphs:
'To the end that the Church of God may have trial of 
men's knowledge, judgments, graces, and utterances, and 
that such as somewhat have profited in God's Word 
may from time to time grow to more full perfection to 
serve the Church, as necessity shall require, it is most 
expedient that in every town where schools and repair 
of learned men are, there be a certain day every week 

appointed to that exercise which Saint Paul calleth 
prophesying. The order thereof is expressed by him in 
these words: “Let two or three prophets speak; and let 
the rest judge. But if anything be revealed to him that 
sitteth by, let the former keep silence. For ye may, one by 
one, all prophesy, that all may learn, and all may receive 
consolation. And the spirits, that is, the judgments, of the 
prophets, are subject to the prophets”. 
'These exercises, we say, are things most necessary for 
the Church of God this day in Scotland; for thereby, 
as we have said, shall the Church have judgment and 
knowledge of the graces, gifts, and utterances of every 
man within their own body; and the simple, and such as 
have somewhat profited, shall be encouraged daily to 
study and proceed in knowledge. And, too, the church 
shall be edified; for this exercise must be patent to such 
as list to hear and to learn, and every man shall have 
liberty to utter and declare his mind and knowledge to 
the comfort and edification of the Church'. 

The Liturgy of John Knox 
There is another reference to it in the Liturgy, under the 
heading 'The Weekly Assembly of the Ministers, Elders 
and Deacons':
'To the intent that the ministry of God's Word may be 
had in reverence and not brought into contempt through 
the evil conversation of such as are called thereunto, and 
also that faults and vices may not by long sufferance 
grow at length to extreme inconveniences; it is ordained 
that every Thursday the ministers and elders, in their 
assembly or consistory, diligently examine all such faults 
and suspicions as may be espied, not only amongst 
others, but chiefly amongst themselves, lest they seem to 
be culpable of that which our Saviour Christ reproved in 
the Pharisees who could espy a mote in another man's 
eye, and could not see a beam in their own.
'And because the eye ought to be more clear than 
the rest of the body, the minister may not be spotted 
with any vice, but to the great slander of God's Word, 
whose message he beareth: Therefore it is to be 
understand that there be certain faults, which if they be 
apprehended in a minister, he ought to be deposed, as 
heresy, papistry, schism, blasphemy, perjury, fornication, 
theft, drunkenness, usury, fighting, unlawful games, with 
such like'.

To be continued
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News
All Age Holiday 

Rev Andrew Allan

Are you looking for a pleasant 
summer holiday based in the 

centre of a delightful coastal fishing 
port, and to enjoy fellowship and 
share fun activities with people 
of all ages? Then why not come 
to the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) All-Age Holiday held 
at the Windmill Christian Centre, 
Arbroath, this year? 
The holiday running from 16th-23rd 
July (inclusive) is popular with young 
and old, with all those attending 
finding much to do. The young 
and young-at-heart are able to 
participate in a variety of activities 
on site or nearby, while others are 
able to enjoy their holiday engaging 
in not-so-demanding activities.
The speaker this year is Rev Iain 
Smith. Mr. Smith, who is from Point, 
Isle of Lewis, was ordained and 
inducted as minister of Partick Free 
Church in 1994. He left Glasgow 
in 2003 when he was called to the 
Southern Presbyterian Church in 
Hobart, Tasmania. Mr. Smith rejoined 
our denomination in October 2015.
For prices and booking information 
please contact the organisers Rev 
Andrew R Allan at revara@tiscali.
co.uk or Debbie Allan at daa66@
tiscali.co.uk or by phone on 0141 
328 1707.

Portavogie Outreach 
Rev Trevor Kirkland

An outreach work has 
commenced in the village of 

Portavogie, County Down under 

the auspices of the Ballyclare & 
Doagh Free Church (Continuing) 
Kirk Session.
In 2014 a number of believers 
became concerned about the form 
of worship they were experiencing. 
This led them to a discovery of the 
Regulative Principle of Worship. In 
God's providence the congregation 
at Doagh was constituted around 
the same time and joined the Free 
Church (Continuing) in May 2014. 
Some believers from Portavogie 
attended the inaugural service held 
by the Southern Presbytery in 2014. 
In the middle of 2015 a number 
of believers from Portavogie began 
regular attendance at the services in 
Doagh. This culminated in a request 
for a pastoral visit to Portavogie to 
discuss the situation. In December 
2015, the Kirk Session considered 
the matter and agreed to commence 
services in Portavogie on the first 
Sabbath in February 2016 at 2:45pm. 
It is hoped that the full complement 
of services will follow in due course, 
God willing. This will be the first time 
in over 100 years that Reformed 
worship has been held in this area. 
So far, over a dozen local people 
have attended with others coming 
from Doagh.
We are much encouraged by this 
expression of interest in Reformed 
worship and pray that many more 
will come to this Biblical position. It 
is a reminder of the links with and 
influence of Scottish Presbyterianism 
in Ulster. The first Presbyterian 
minister to settle in Ireland was a 
Scot by the name of Rev Edward 

Brice. Over the centuries Ireland 
has received from Scotland the 
Seceders, United Presbyterians, Free 
Church and United Free Church 
denominations. We encourage fellow 
congregants of the FCC in Scotland 
and elsewhere to pray for the work 
here in Ulster.

New Moderator: 
Rev Timothy McGlynn

Rev John MacLeod, Tarbat

The Moderator designate for 
the 2016 General Assembly 

of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) is to be Rev Timothy 
McGlynn (53), minister of the Free 
Church Continuing congregation in 
Aberdeen. Brought up in Dunbar, East 
Lothian, Mr McGlynn served three 
years in the Gordon Highlanders, 
with postings to Germany and 
Northern Ireland.
His conversion while serving with 
the army in Germany brought big 
changes for him, as a result of which 
he undertook studies in the Faith 
Mission Bible College, Edinburgh. 
On completion of those studies 
he assisted with the setting up of 
a new congregation of the Scottish 
Reformed Church in Clermiston, 
Edinburgh, assisting the Pastor, taking 
Sunday-School classes, conducting 
open-air meetings and door-to-door 
work around Edinburgh. During that 
time he became conscious of being 
called by the Lord to serve as a 
minister.
He studied for the ministry in the 
Free Church College. While studying 
he took responsibility for preaching 
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and pastoring the Scottish Reformed 
congregation in Clermiston.
Ordained in 1997, he was minister in 
the Mount Druitt Congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 
Australia in the Western suburbs of 
Sydney for three years. He returned 
to Scotland later in 2000 and was 
minister in Scalpay from 2001-2008. 
Since 2008 he has been the minister 
in Aberdeen.
Mr McGlynn is the current 
representative of the denomination 
on the National Council of Affinity 
(the British Evangelical Council). He 
holds a Master of Philosophy Degree 

from the University of Wales (2002). 
In his spare time, he enjoys  fishing 
and spending time with his family.
Married to Agnes, he has two 
daughters and a son: Sophie is 
currently pursuing a course in 
Business Studies at Aberdeen, while 
Verity and Matthew are pupils in 
Cults Academy.

More Jihad in Sudan 
E Kendal

Christians in the Nuba Mountains 
of South Kordofan, Sudan, are 

bracing for yet another round of 
genocidal jihad. Eye-witnesses report 

that the overtly racist and Islamist 
totalitarian Government of Sudan 
(GoS) has deployed some 4000 
troops south, both Sudan Armed 
Forces (SAF) and Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF). The RSF appears 
to be ethnically diverse, raising 
suspicions that the GoS is employing 
foreign jihadists. Whilst the build-up 
commenced in December, columns 
of many hundreds of military vehicles 
have reportedly been seen entering 
South Kordofan in recent days. They 
seem to be preparing for a two-
pronged attack on the 'rebel' capital, 
Kauda. The GoS does this every 
year – and every year we pray and 
God answers prayer. Please pray for 
the Nuba and for Sudan, asking God 
to  intervene. 

Worthy to be Praised 
Vol .12 
Mrs I Scott

The last of the psalm-singing CDs 
in the series 'Worthy to be 

Praised' is due to be released by the 
Psalmody Committee of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
at the General Assembly in May 
this year. As in former years, the 
double CD continues to support 
the 12-yearteaching programme that 
was set up by the Church. The 
psalms can be listened to on one 
disc and those who are interested 
in learning to sing in harmony can 
listen and practise with the second 
one. Sincere thanks are due to all 
those who have helped to see this 
project through to completion. After 
May the CD will be available to buy 

Desk

Rev Timothy McGlynn
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at www.sing-the-psalms.webs.com. Further information 
can be obtained from the Clerk to the Psalmody 
Committee, Rev Andrew Allan at revara@tiscali.co.uk.

Dan Walker Refuses to work on 
Sundays 

Christian Institute

Dan Walker, the new host of BBC Breakfast, refuses 
to work on Sundays in order to 'honour God and 

follow his commandments'. The 38-year-old sports 
presenter has always maintained this position, although 
it stopped him pursuing a career as a professional 
footballer. But he says keeping the Lord’s day is a 'great 
privilege' despite some others in the media thinking that 
he is stupid and feeling sorry for him.
When Walker first became a television presenter he 
signed a contract with the BBC which meant he 
wouldn’t have to work on Sundays. Speaking in 2010, 
he said: 'I was convinced that it was the right thing to 
honour God and follow his commandments. Observing 
the Lord’s day is a great privilege and brings with it loads 
of blessings'.
Walker, who is the son of a Baptist minister, also kept 
the Sabbath as he was growing up even though it put an 
end to his dream of becoming a professional footballer. 
He received offers from youth teams of major football 
clubs but turned them down because they played their 
matches on a Sunday. Since 2009 Walker has presented 
BBC One’s Football Focus. From 29 February he will 
continue to do so while replacing Bill Turnbull on BBC 
Breakfast – which has an average audience of more than 
6 million viewers.
The Government has come under renewed fire for 
pushing forward attempts to weaken Sunday trading laws 
in England and Wales through changes to the Enterprise 
Bill. The plans will give local councils power to extend 
shopping hours on Sundays, which critics have warned 
could pressurise workers and undermine family life. A 
consultation on the issue received more than 7,000 
responses and the Government noted that trade unions, 
religious bodies and a number of small businesses and 
individuals were against the proposals.
We thank God for Christians who unashamedly stand for the 
law of God – who obey God rather than man.

Woman Euthanised after 
Heart-break 
Christian Concern

Two women have spoken out about the euthanasia 
of their sister, Tine Nys, in Belgium. On Christmas 

Eve 2009, Tine, who was 37 at the time, announced her 
intention to pursue euthanasia, following a split from her 
boyfriend. She was killed by lethal injection on 24 April 
2010, with her parents and her sisters Lotte and Sophie 
by her side.

In a recent interview with Terzake, a Flemish current 
affairs television programme, Lotte and Sophie expressed 
their dismay at the attitude doctors took toward Tine’s 
request.
The law requires that two doctors and a psychologist 
evaluate a person’s request for euthanasia. In Belgium, 
euthanasia on the grounds of 'unbearable suffering' is 
permitted. In this case, the doctors decided that Tine’s 
break-up was a reasonable justification for her wanting 
to end her life. The two sisters felt that very little effort 
was made to persuade Tine to live.
Not only did the three doctors fail to communicate with 
each other, but they failed to offer treatment for Tine’s 
diagnosed autism. One doctor described Tine’s death as 
'a lethal injection administered to a favourite pet to end 
its suffering'.
A Flemish psychiatrist, Joris Vandenberghe, commented: 
'This is really very worrying. The bar for euthanasia 
should be higher'.
It is sad to see how cheap life has become. How hardened 
and deadened have some consciences become. Doctors who 
are meant to be saving life destroy it. Surely this is murder 
and a breach of the Sixth Commandment.

Church of Scotland Moderator 
addresses Church of England Synod

The Church of England's General Synod was addressed 
recently by Rev Dr Angus Morrison, the Church of 

Scotland's Moderator. It is believed to be the first time 
a serving Moderator has been invited to speak to the 
Church of England's governing body. Synod was asked to 
accept a new agreement between the Church of England 
and the Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
The Columba Declaration commits the two national 
churches to 'grow together in communion and to 
strengthen our partnership in mission' and was debated 
in Synod following the presentation from Dr Angus 
Morrison and has been agreed.
The agreement foresees 'fuller unity' as ministers will 
be invited to 'exercise ministry in the other Church, in 
accordance with the discipline of each Church'.
However Morrison's address at Synod was not entirely 
welcomed, particularly by the Scottish Episcopal Church 
(SEC) who were upset by the new agreement.The 
SEC's Primus, the Most Rev David Chillingworth, said 
the agreement would cause 'real difficulty' between his 
Church and the CofE. He also questioned whether it 
was 'proper' for the CofE to enter an agreement about 
'ministry and ecclesiastical order' in a part of the UK 
where it had no official jurisdiction.
The Church of Scotland will debate the proposals at 
their gathering in May. Speaking ahead of his Synod 
address, Morrison said: 'I feel it a real honour to be 
invited as moderator to address the General Synod. 
Through the historic Columba Declaration we are 
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proposing to commit ourselves to growing further in 
communion and to strengthening our partnership in 
mission. By formally recognising the long ecumenical 
partnership between our churches, I believe we will 
advance our shared mission of spreading the Christian 
message of the Gospels'.
It is sad to see how far Mr Morrison has moved from his Free 
Presbyterian roots.

KJV Study Bible 
David Woolin

Reformation Heritage Books (www.heritagebooks.
org) have just announced the release of several new 

high quality editions to the Reformation Heritage KJV 
Study Bible. This includes a wide variety of attractive 

leathers, and two new large-print versions. To learn more 
about this study Bible please visit www.kjvstudybible.org. 
This is available widely.

Study Bible editors: M Barrett, G Bilkes, J Beeke, P Smalley.

Will you give us something that may comfort 
a friend who has just lost his brother in 
law? He will be with us at the service'. The 

service is the one held each Lord’s Day afternoon in our 
Edinburgh church, in Spanish. After the morning worship 
a few of us stay and are joined by a few other South 
Americans for a meal before we lead a study in Spanish. 
They brought him, he brought his Bible. It was the one 
his mother had given him when he left home; a Roman 
Catholic version that he had difficulty in finding his way 
around. We recognised it and knew it included extra 
non-biblical books. We made no comment and sought 
to answer with care, with gentleness and with what 
the Bible teaches us, when he asked with tears; 'Will 
you pray for his soul?' Would we pray for a loved one 
killed in an accident? No, we could not do that, and we 
told him why we could not do that, as well as seek to 
assure him that we would pray for him and the others 
left behind that they would find Christ, the only Saviour 
and true consolation.  
The Lord’s work in Spain, which is headed up by Dr 
Jorge Ruiz, has been overflowing into Latin America 
for some time and for just over a year into Scotland.  
Our dear brother carries an impossible work load. 
The congregation which hopefully later this year will 
be officially recognised as a separate denomination, he 
serves most faithfully. He preaches via the internet from 
Bilbao each Lord’s Day and this is picked up in Barcelona 

and as far afield as the Argentine. In the afternoon, while 
Pastor leads a service in Miranda, Rev Jose Lopez, a 
retired, Dutch-trained minister, has been leading the 
evening service in Barcelona. From the beginning of 
January the folks here have moved from a home to 
rented premises – a former shop. It holds the twenty-
seven or so who gather, with space to spare.
The Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS) hopes to print a 
revision of the Spanish NT very soon, and also the 
revised Gospel of Matthew in French. Our brother, who 
works on both revision committees for the TBS, is also 
finishing preparing the advanced courses for the internet 
Theological Academy which has students from Spain, 
France, Mexico, Colombia, and Chile.    
Dr Ruiz has recently translated into English an excellent 
book on Exclusive Psalmody that he wrote in Spanish. 
Reformation Scotland have decided that they would 
like to see to its publication, ideally in both languages. 
We cannot say how thankful we are to the Lord for 
this wonderful provision. A commentary on the Shorter 
Catechism, mostly written by Rev M A N MacLeod, and 
which ran in serial form in our Youth Magazine, is also 
being prepared for printing, and as the base material 
for a mobile app in English for youngsters to be able to 
use and learn from.  It is being translated into Spanish 
and it would also be good to see this in print.   There 
is an urgent need for such material in Spanish, which 
after Chinese, and before English, is the second highest 

Spain and Beyond: 
News for Thanks and Prayers

Rev William Scott
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language in terms of native speakers in the world.
Another key-worker is Diego Rodriguez. He, with his 
family, recently had to move to the west of Scotland, 
where he now worships with our Ayr congregation. 
From there he continues as secretary/co-ordinator of 
the online theological work as well as helping pastors in 
Colombia, Mexico and Chile. Daily he can spend many 
unpaid hours on the phone and computer. It is a unique 
and very important work that continues to grow, and 
which it would be impossible for Dr Ruiz to manage on 
top of what he has already.

Hear this heart-cry from Diego:
'May we share with you about the progress of the 
Reformation in Latin America, where our Lord is 
shedding abundant grace over the continent. The 
brothers Ernesto from Mexico, Andrés Milciades, Eliseo, 
Franki, Carlos Hernán and José Antonio from Colombia, 
Juan Carlos from Cuba, Jorge from Chile, Gabriel from 
Venezuela and Juan Capriolo from Argentina have been 
manifesting this wonderful grace which has been shed 
in their hearts by the mercy of God. All these brothers, 
some of whom are ordained ministers from other 
Presbyterian churches, have been called by the Lord of 
the flock to restore the Lord’s worship as it has been 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures. They have unanimously 
declared their desire to walk in this direction, returning 
to the old paths with the help and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. They are continually asking for advice and 
counselling about many matters concerning the church, 
the order of service, pastoral practice and Psalm-singing 

without musical instruments and are very keen to learn 
as much as they can from our Scottish churches'.
We have regular Skype meetings with most of these 
pastors named above, and with each other. It’s the 
wonder of modern science that we can sit in front of 
machines in South America, Spain and Scotland, see each 
other, hear each other, share with each other and pray 
together. DV, Dr Ruiz will be with us at the General 
Assembly, and then later he, his family, and two students 
hope to come for two weeks at the end of July when the 
older young folk will be able to attend camp, along with 
two we expect from France.  
We close with another question. It concerns a young 
couple in Colombia. They want to marry, have been 
together for some time and have a child. Her village was 
raided by guerrillas and the local office that holds all 
the official records of births, marriages, and deaths was 
burnt to the ground destroying all these records. She 
has no legal proof of her single state which is required 
before any marriage can be recognised by the State. 
By law they cannot marry in church without that civil 
ceremony. They cannot have a civil ceremony without 
the proper documentation. It could take years before 
she can have her paperwork put in some kind of order. 
She is ashamed to attend services. Can their union be 
recognised by the church in any way, that would allow 
him (he professes faith in Christ), to sit at the Lord’s 
Table, and have their child baptised, and that will relieve 
her of her burden of shame that she might attend public 
worship?

Diego Rodriguez Rev Jorge Ruiz Ortiz
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The Christian at Work (Part III)
Rev James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath)

Last month Mr MacInnes looked at the need for balance, and considered particularly the areas of rest and family life. 
He also looked at vocation.

3 Diligence

Life passes so very quickly, time is short, therefore 
we must work hard: 'Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor 

device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goest' (Eccl.9:10). We have already recognised that 
the Christian cannot give 110% – but you must give 
100%.   
One report suggests that British companies lose up to 
£130 million a day through time wasted by employees 
surfing the internet and chatting on Facebook. Whether 
this figure is exaggerated, or understated, the point is 
legitimate – we are surrounded by distractions, which 
might amuse and entertain, but hinder productivity. The 
Lord observes every moment, and we are accountable 
for every part of every day. 
You might not be best pleased with what it is that you 
have to do, but regardless, you are to do it, and to do it 
well. The quality of your work should stand out so that 
Christ is glorified. 'Exhort servants to be obedient unto 

their own masters, and to please them well in all things; 
not answering again; not purloining, but showing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things' (Titus 2:9,10).
It might surprise you to know that John Newton became 
a captain of a slave ship only after he was converted. It 
became a matter of great shame to him in later years. 
However during the years that he plied the ‘Triangular 
Passage’ between Britain, the Slave Coast of Africa, and 
the West Indies he did become increasingly concerned 
with the way that both crew and cargo were treated. 
As his conscience softened he took a greater interest in 
both, with the result that during his final voyage there 
was no loss of life – neither sailor nor slave. This was 
remarkable given that it was not unusual to lose more 
than 25% of the slaves, and up to 20% of the crew, 
through death due to the brutality of the business. As 
Newton became more conscientious he became better 
at his job.
It is important to remember that if the gospel is 
not being adorned, then it is being undermined. Your 
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attitude and demeanour are far more eloquent than any 
words you may be brave enough to speak. The greatest 
hindrance to proclaiming the gospel in today’s society 
is not the unbelieving world – it is careless, lazy, and 
inconsistent Christianity. 
The general standard of our society is to do no more 
for someone than what we feel that individual might 
deserve, and then only if we want to. Peter exhorts us to 
remember that because it is God whom we serve, we are 
to work diligently, no matter if our boss is good, gentle 
or froward (I Peter 2:18). Froward means someone who 
is aggressive or who takes unfair advantage. That doesn’t 
equate to your being a doormat, and passively submitting 
to all abuses, but it does mean submitting to authority 
and fulfilling whatever responsibilities we have.
It is a mistake to think that all you need is to find the 
ideal job. John the Baptist provided employment advice 
to people in ‘difficult’ occupations: 'Then came also 
publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what 
shall we do? And he said unto them, Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you. And the soldiers likewise 
demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he 
said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse 
any falsely; and be content with your wages' (Luke 3:12-
14) .
Basically John was telling them to be diligent and not 
to take advantage of anyone. Any problem associated 
with these positions wasn’t the fact of collecting taxes 
or being a soldier in Caesar’s army – it was the abuse 
of those positions. Likewise, Zacchaeus, it appears, did 
not resign as chief tax collector in Jericho – rather the 
great change in him would have had great implications 
for the city of Jericho. Ultimately Zacchaeus’ ongoing 
diligence and integrity would be a more telling proof of 
his conversion than any words of testimony, or isolated 
act of kindness (Luke 19).  
Diligence in the workplace is not only a fruit of grace; 
it is an indication of God’s blessing upon his people. 
Nehemiah 4:6 records the success of the people in 
rebuilding the wall, and that they were able to do so 
because they had ‘a mind to work’. What a wonderful 
testimony to the grace of God to find the artisans – 
goldsmiths and perfume makers, labouring beside nobility 
and commoners, men and women, city dwellers and those 
who lived outside Jerusalem. Our society is characterised 
by a ‘can’t be bothered' attitude. It is not unusual to hear 
of carelessness, negligence and poor workmanship. It 
used to be that our nation was recognised as benefiting 
from the Protestant work ethic. It is a national shame 
that for many the benefits safety-net has become too 
comfortable a hammock. It is not wrong to accept state 
benefits if these are needed, and we should not criticise 
such, nor be too proud to accept this help. But there 
should be such a desire to work, that we’d rather the 
dignity of earning a lower income, than milking a system 
that is too easy to abuse. 

Have you ever questioned why some people are given 
greater financial resources than others? Perhaps now 
that your grown up family has become independent 
you find that you have much more disposable income 
than ever before. What are you to do with this talent? 
Henry Parsons Crowell, who made the brand ‘Quaker 
Oats’ a household name, and introduced the idea of 
boxed breakfast cereals, realised that while the Lord 
had not given him the necessary gifts to preach, he had 
given him the business acumen to make a huge amount 
of money. Crowell made much money, and carefully 
invested it by giving freely, so that those with the gifts of 
preaching were able to go and preach. There is so much 
work needing to be done today in Scotland that the 
church can’t yet afford to do (and beyond our borders 
in Northern Ireland, Spain, China, Zambia, Sri Lanka and 
many other places too). It is a wise steward who invests 
his talent in the work of the Kingdom. 
It is not wrong to spend a little money and enjoy good 
things, and it’s not wrong, it’s wise, if possible, to have a 
little money put by for emergencies. But it is wrong to 
hold on to the resources which the Lord has placed in 
your hands for the good of His Kingdom. Even in your 
own congregation, it is probable that there are those 
who would be greatly helped and encouraged by your 
investing in them. This doesn’t mean simply handing 
out money (though it may include this), but becoming 
involved and helping one another. Specific needs always 
exist, but unless you take an interest in one another you 
will not know what they are. Paul speaks of the privilege 
of now being able to give, when once it was just take, 
take, take. 'Let him that stole steal no more: but rather 
let him labour, working with his hands the thing which 
is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth' 
(Eph.4:28).
Live carefully, not extravagantly; make it your goal to help 
those who are in greater need than yourself. 

4 Joy
The story is told of two men working together being 
asked by a visitor what it was that they were doing. One 
man put down his heavy hammer and complained about 
the misery of slogging away each day to break up stone 
blocks. The other man put down his hammer and raised 
his arm to point to the beautiful cathedral that he was 
building to the glory of God. They were both doing the 
same thing, but their attitudes were very different. 
If you love the Lord Jesus Christ then you should joyfully 
do your best for His glory. If your confidence is in the 
Word of God then you ought not to be dismayed, 
because He sovereignly has placed you where you 
are, and is forever present with you. There is a great 
temptation to adopt a grim-faced siege mentality, because 
the standards of the Word of God are increasingly 
rejected, and the church is increasingly oppressed. It’s not 
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easy to be a Christian today. But it has never been easy 
to be a Christian. 
It is true that if you remain faithful to the Lord Jesus you 
might become increasingly isolated in your community; 
there may be peer-pressure to compromise. You might 
be faced with a glass ceiling in the work place, and 
sometimes struggle even to get work. Integrity in your 
financial affairs may cost you money. But remember 
the response of the disciples: 'And they departed from 
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And 
daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not 
to teach and preach Jesus Christ' (Acts 5:41,42). One 
reason the disciples were able to respond like this was 
that they were conscious of the promise of the Lord, 'in 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world' (John 16:33).   
In the apostolic days there was an ugly, materialistic, 
immoral society that pressed in upon the church, and yet 
believers thrived, even in Caesar’s household. In ancient 
Egypt Joseph conducted himself in such a manner, that 
wherever he was he was trusted and promoted – 
whether at home, in Potiphar’s house, in jail, or as Prime 
Minister. Daniel too thrived in Nebuchadnezzar’s court 
without compromise or denying his Lord. 
Joy must be expressed – it is a cop-out to claim that 
your joy is private and deep within. Because it is true 
that there are many times (perhaps even most of the 
time!) that you don’t feel like rejoicing, joy is something 

that you need to work at. One simple way is to sing. So 
many of the Psalms express the struggles that you have – 
is there any emotion that is not articulated for us there? 
Use these Psalms – you know so many by heart. Let 
the Word of God encourage you, inform you, and shape 
you. And when someone stops at your office door with 
their face tripping them, and asks what you have to sing 
about, tell them. 
But what should you do today if you discover that 
you don’t have the right balance, if you are haunted by 
wasted years striving after the wrong things? What to 
do if your family is going, or gone, and you know you’ve 
shown them a poor example, having failed to be there 
at the right times? You need to do the same thing as the 
person only now setting out on the Christian life – call 
upon God for mercy. He is able to redeem, not only 
the souls of those that call upon him, but redeem even 
the wasted life. Isn’t this what is spoken about in Joel 
2:25, 'And I will restore to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the 
palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you'. 
We are always inclined to think it is too late, but 
remember that a full reward was also given to those 
who only began to work at the 11th hour of the day 
(Matthew 20:1-16). It’s not too late to work well. 
Our Lord, who commands legions of angels, calls His 
people today to apply yourself with diligence and joy in 
whatever vocation you find yourself. 

"It is true that if you remain faithful to the Lord Jesus you might become increasingly 
isolated in your community; there may be peer-pressure to compromise. You might be 
faced with a glass ceiling in the work place, and sometimes struggle even to get work."
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  CENTRAL   ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
        BUILDING FUND 2016 2016 2015
  YTD 2016 Feb To Feb To Feb 
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen  0 1,300 2,600 2,600
Duthil-Dores  1,628 1,727 4,072 3,920
Inverness  0 1,800 3,300 3,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 2,800 2,800
Poolewe & Aultbea 65 645 1,153 1,210
Total Inverness 1,693 6,872 13,925 13,530
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  45 0 0 0
Brora   0 0 0 2,000
Kiltearn  0 0 1,000 500
Tarbat   0 1,500 3,500 1,500
Total Northern 45 1,500 4,500 4,000
     
Southern Presbytery    
 
Arran   90 341 1,129 1,101
Ayr   0 900 1,800 1,800
Dumfries  0 0 200 0
Edinburgh  3,399 1,800 3,600 4,000
Glasgow - Partick  1,699 1,500 3,000 3,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 0 2,000 4,000
Glasgow - Knightswood 0 2,500 4,000 3,300
Rothesay  0 0 0 0
Total  Southern 5,188 7,041 15,729 17,201

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   0 1,679 3,276 3,262
Harris - Leverburgh 40 1,300 2,550 2,500
Harris - Scalpay  0 4,000 4,000 4,000
Knock & Point  0 2,000 2,000 2,900
North Uist  380 1,000 1,000 1,000
Stornoway  855 6,442 12,868 12,385
Total Outer Hebrides 1,275 16,421 25,694 26,047
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale & Duirinish 0 0 1,200 3,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 0 0 800 1,400
Lochalsh  30 1,750 1,900 1,800
Strath   0 600 1,050 760
Portree  0 1,200 2,400 2,400
Snizort   0 1,300 2,600 2,600
Total Skye/Lochcarron 30 4,850 9,950 11,960

Smiths Falls   0 1,000 
     
Total Congregations  8,231 36,684 70,798 72,738
     
Other Donations   0 1,678 3,510 2,055
Legacy   0 0 0 0
     
TOTAL  8,231 38,361 74,308 74,793

Including Gift Aid  0  0 0

Congregational Remittances - February 2016

We hear two questions from Christians and read 
them in many Christian books. The first is: Why is 
the present generation of professing Christians so 

shallow? The second: How can I draw nearer to God; know 
more of Him and have a closer relationship with Him? We 
believe that the answer to both is found in the one word: 
repentance. A lack of repentance keeps many who profess, 
afar off. A lack of repentance prohibits and hinders closer 
communion with a God who is holy, holy and holy.
There are three doctrines in these two verses. First of all, we 
read of a deeper knowledge of God: 'I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee'. Secondly, 
a deeper knowledge of God leads to a deeper knowledge 
of self: 'Wherefore I abhor myself'. And thirdly, a deeper 
knowledge of self leads to a deeper repentance and humility: 
'and repent in dust and ashes'.

1 . A Deeper Knowledge Of God
'I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear'. We believe that 
Job lived either approximately at the same time as Abraham or 
slightly before him. In either case, Job knew God although he 
was not of the line of Abraham. This is because the knowledge 
of God had come down through Seth and was not limited to 
the line of Abraham. Job, like Melchizedek, who was also not 
of Israel, had received instruction from his ancestors regarding 
how to approach God. For example, sacrifices were early 
instituted and Job knew of them. There was a knowledge of 
God; the very fact that his three so-called friends were able 
to debate regarding the character of God, shows that the 
knowledge of God was spread abroad. Job, while Abraham 
perhaps was still in idolatry in Ur of the Chaldees, was 
meditating on God. He had a true knowledge of God because 
faith comes by hearing: 'I have heard of thee...'

The Knowledge Of God And Of Ourselves (Part I)
Rev James Clark

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes (Job 42:5-6).
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Yet, his knowledge was not as deep at his beginning and 
before his suffering; it is deeper after his sufferings, after his 
humbling of himself in the sight of God. We often pray to 
be humbled but if you examine the New Testament, you will 
find that the emphasis is rather on our own responsibility: 
'Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord' (Jas.4:10); 'Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God'(1Pet.5:6). 
Therefore, the responsibility is on us to humble ourselves.
Job had heard 'by the hearing of the ear', and there are many 
who enjoy reading the historical parts of Scripture, and many 
who enjoy reading systematic theology. However, the level of 
knowledge that comes by that reading is not to be compared 
with an experimental glimpse of the majesty of God to the 
soul. That is what Job was lacking: 'I have heard of thee ... but 
now mine eye seeth thee'. Of course, we do not still live in 
the age of pre-incarnate visions of Christ — nevertheless 
the principle still stands: where the Holy Spirit grants an 
experimental acquaintance with the Being and Majesty of God, 
you will grow quickly and experimentally in your knowledge of 
God, more than if you had read and memorised all the books 
of the Bible, as the Pharisees had.
Of course, some people think if they read and say that they 
believe Genesis to Revelation then they will grow in grace. You 
must be careful there, my friend, because the devils also believe 
Genesis to Revelation and they are not growing in grace. 
What matters is a relationship with the Author of Genesis to 
Revelation. 'Thou believest that there is one God', says James, 
'thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble' (Jas.2:19). 
So there was a knowledge in Job, but this knowledge was 
deepened and surpassed the instruction gained from others, 
and arose from the direct instruction of the Lord Himself. It 
is written, 'They shall be all taught of God' (Jn.6:45). Job had 
a heroic knowledge in the midst of his sufferings, 'For I know 
that my redeemer liveth' (Job 19:25). He knew of the Messiah: 
'My witness is in heaven' (Job 16:19) - a reference there to 
Christ's pre-existence as the Messiah. 'Oh that I knew where I 
might find him!' (Job 23:3), he cries out. Here he has the answer 
to his prayer: now he sees Him – 'mine eye seeth thee'.
We are reading here of an appearance by God, therefore, it 
must be the Second Person of the Trinity. It is not the Father 
and it is not the Holy Spirit. All manifestations of the Trinity in 
bodily form, whether pre-incarnate or in the incarnation, are 
through the Son. It is the Son who took to Himself a true body 
and a reasonable soul. His delights were with the children of 
men and even before the incarnation proper, He was seen in 
bodily form. Stephen tells us in his defence, 'The God of glory 
appeared unto our father Abraham' (Acts 7:2). He is talking 
about Christ. Joshua saw a Man who was more than a man — 
He was Captain of the Lord's Host (Josh.5:14-15). Abraham, 
when three men came to visit him concerning the future birth 
of his son Isaac and the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah, recognised one as the Lord (Genesis 18). Isaiah, 
when he saw the Lord high and lifted up – holy, holy, holy – saw 
a vision of Christ (Is.6). We read that in the Gospel according 
to John chapter 12. All these pre-incarnate appearances of 
God in the Old Testament are of the Second Person of the 
Trinity. If you look in the New Testament you will see that the 
Father speaks only three times: at the Jordan, at the Mount of 
Transfiguration and in Solomon's porch when some people 
thought it was thunder but Christ recognised it as the voice 
of His Father.

'I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee' — a deeper knowledge of the Godhead 
granted by the Holy Spirit and that is why we must be much 
in prayer, down on our knees, which seems to be implied in 
'with dust and ashes'. Just as water cannot rise above its own 
level, so the level of our spirituality does not rise above the 
work of the Holy Spirit within us. Many a monk, according to 
Martin Luther himself, tried to raise himself higher to God with 
his flagellations, fasts, duties, works of charity and even by his 
reading of Scripture; but in the final analysis, only God can raise 
up our souls nearer to Himself. The Lord said, 'Without me ye 
can do nothing' (Jn.15:5) – nothing spiritual at all. Yet, we live in 
an age when many are still trying to do something. Faith does 
come by hearing and we must remember, as Hugh Martin put 
it: 'the Word without the Spirit is dead, and the Spirit without 
the Word is dumb'. He wrote that in his book of sermons 
entitled Christ For Us. The Holy Spirit is necessary with the 
Word in order to raise us up to God. It is almost as if ears are 
turned into eyes: 'He that hath an ear, let him hear' (Revelation 
2). Then the apostle writes to the Ephesians: 'The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened' (Eph.1:18) – seeing Him 
who is invisible. We cannot divorce, as some do, religion from 
morality. Repentance here comes in with the revelation – if 
we are to grow in grace and in knowledge, it has to be a holy 
growth and a holy knowledge. It must be experiential by the 
Spirit.
Stephen Charnock, in Volume 4 of The Knowledge of God, 
says that a man who is trying to learn more of God simply by 
reading and learning and meditating, without having recourse 
to the Holy Spirit, is like a sick man trying to work out and 
meditate what it is to be in health. You can have a theoretical 
knowledge, you can have speculation but you will learn more in 
a brief encounter with the majesty of God, just as Job did after 
all his sufferings, and even all his sufferings alone did not give 
that extra dimension to him. How many have gone through 
sufferings and have not grown in grace and in knowledge: 'I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee'.
Job did suffer and the Lord sometimes uses suffering as a 
means whereby we do grow in grace. If there is one thing we 
notice about suffering, and you can see this in children, it is that 
we cry all the harder, we pray without ceasing. The difficulty 
is that sometimes your suffering is so great it is difficult to 
pray in the manner which you would desire. Nevertheless, 
there are strong cries and tears going up to God. God has 
said: 'I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction' (Is.48:10). 
God refines His people in suffering. It is as if He produces 
a deeper capacity within them through suffering and that of 
course is the metaphor in 'I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of affliction' (Isaiah 48:10). It is burning away all the dross. It is 
putting aside all the things we desired but which we did not 
need in order to draw nearer to God. It is interesting that 
the apostle, in Philippians, links together the excellency of the 
knowledge of God with the phrases 'I have suffered the loss of 
all things' (Phil.3:8) 'that I may know him ... and the fellowship 
of his sufferings'(Phil.3:10). There you have the excellency of 
knowledge: growth in knowledge with suffering the loss of all 
things and entering into the fellowship of His sufferings. This is 
a deeper knowledge of God.

To be continued



“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

Hebrews 4:15-16
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