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The world around us advocates diversity and 
equality and the Bible also stresses both. Nowhere 
is equality more clearly proclaimed than in Paul's 

letter to the Galatians where it is written, 'There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus' (3:28). There are many differences of race, 
culture, education, experience, employment, wealth and 
gender, but all human beings are essentially equal. The 
Jew typically despises the Greek and the master the 
slave, yet Gentiles have an equal place in the church 
and the slave may be the bishop and the master just 
an ordinary member. Many cultures have regarded 
women as inferior to men, but the Scriptures teach their 
essential equality. Both men and women were created in 
the image of God, both are saved by the blood of Christ 
and both are children of God by adoption, equally loved 
by the Father and heirs of heaven. Yet God clearly lays 
down in Scripture different roles for men and women in 
the family and in the church. 

What the role of women is not?
Some women could preach better sermons and be 
better pastors, but the Lord has chosen to give this 
function to males. It is plain that women are not to be 
preachers, for God says: 'Let your women keep silence 
in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to 

speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience 
as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame 
for women to speak in the church' (1Cor.14:34-35). In 
another place the Lord directs, 'Let the woman learn in 
silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to 
teach' (1Tim.2:11-12).
When it comes to office, again it is written, 'A bishop 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife' 
(1Tim.3:2). Bishop (which simply means overseer) in 
the New Testament is synonymous with elder. They are 
two names for the same office. Only a man is envisaged 
as a bishop. The same is said with regard to deacons, 
'Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well' (1Tim.3:12). 
When the original deacons were appointed, 'seven men 
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom' 
were sought whom the church could appoint over 
this business (Acts 6:3). Jesus did many revolutionary 
things. He could easily have appointed at least one 
woman apostle among the twelve. He had many fine 
women around Him but He did not choose any for 
this leadership role. This fits with the biblical teaching 
that men should lead in the churches, 'I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man' 
(1Tim.2:12). 

Role of Women in the Church
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What about public prayer? In many churches today open 
prayer is practised where men and women pray as they 
'feel led'. However the Bible states, 'I will therefore that 
men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting' (1Tim.2:8). The word used here 
in the Greek for 'men' is andros, males, not anthropos, 
man in general, males and females. So again it is laid 
down that men should lead in prayer. As the one leads, 
the rest are to join in with their 'Amens' (1Cor.14:16). 
This praying along with, and being present when prayers 
are made and the Word is preached, is what is meant 
by 'praying or prophesying' in 1 Corinthians 11:5 – 'But 
every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all 
one as if she were shaven'. Women in the meeting of 
the church are to have their heads covered as a sign of 
subjection and submission to the God-ordained pattern. 
The head-covering is a symbol of authority ('power' in 1 
Corinthians 11:10 translates the Greek word 'exousia', 
but 'authority' is a better translation here). It would 
seem that some women in Corinth removed their head-
coverings in order to lead in worship. No, the woman is 
not allowed to publicly preach or prophesy and similarly 
she is not allowed to lead in prayer. We are told that 
Philip had four daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:9). 
This does not refer to public preaching which is excluded 
by the words in chapter 14 (1Cor.14:34). Rather it would 
seem to be the supernatural gift by which they could 
foretell the future, such as Agabus had (Acts 21:10), 
and which would involve specific messages for certain 
individuals and would normally be given in private. 

Role of Women in the Church
Having dealt with the negatives we will now look at the 
positives. What are women to do in the churches? In no 
sense is it a limited role. There is plenty to keep everyone 
busy.

1. Good works
In his first letter to Timothy the Apostle speaks of some 
needy old women who were to receive preferential 
treatment by the church. Where widows had children, 
the family were to look after them, but if they were on 
their own, widows indeed, they were to be looked after 
by the church and in return would give themselves to 
supplications and prayers. Only the very best were to 
be chosen for this special position. It is worth noting 
the distinguishing characteristics of these godly women. 
One is, 'Well reported of for good works … if she have 
diligently followed every good work' (1Tim.5:10). All 
of us will one day be judged according to our works 
(Rev.20:13). Good works are kind deeds and they show 
that our faith is real. There is huge scope here for all 
women and of course for men too.

2. Bringing up children
One of the features of these specially-godly women 

is, 'if she have brought up children' (1Tim.5:10). This is 
something not particularly valued today. When children 
are born the question is soon asked of the young mother, 
'When are you going back to work?' The all-important 
thing is to earn money and progress in one's career. Yet, 
in the eyes of God, the caring for, and training of covenant 
children is of immense value. When we die, money and 
careers will be left behind but if we have brought up 
children for the Lord that will be something of value to 
all eternity. Not all women, of course, are given husbands 
and not all couples are given children, but where they are, 
they have something to do of immense value and eternal 
significance. Mothers are the main influence on young 
children and many of us thank God for our mothers and 
the mighty influence they were upon us under the hand 
of God. Even in secular terms, as the poet said, 'He that 
rocks the cradle rules the world'; how much more in 
spiritual terms?

3. Hospitality
A further point made by the Apostle here is, 'if she 
have lodged strangers' (1Tim.5:10). No man was to 
be appointed as an elder but such as was 'given to 
hospitality' (1Tim.3:2). Lydia's conversion was evidenced 
by the fact that 'she besought us, saying, If ye have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and 
abide there. And she constrained us' (Acts 16:15). John 
writes to 'the elect lady and her children' (2Jn.1). She 
was used to accommodating preachers but she must not 
receive heretics (v10). Hospitality is an expression of 
Christian love.

4. Washing the saints’ feet
Those women who were to be 'taken into the number' 
were such as had 'washed the saints’ feet' (1Tim.5:10). 
Jesus washed the disciples' feet and said, 'If I then, your 
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done to you' 
(Jn.13:14-15). Should we practise foot-washing? The 
pope, each year, ostentatiously washes the feet of some 
beggars in Rome. If one lived in the hot, dusty, Middle 
East, wore sandals and spent the day walking the roads, 
then the washing of one's feet would be a welcome 
relief on entering a home. However what we have here 
is a pattern not a precept. It calls us to acts of humble 
service done in kindness to others for their refreshment 
and comfort. The lowest servant in the house washed 
the feet and the godly should happily take that lowest 
position for the comfort of others.

5. Relieve the afflicted
Often when thinking of the role of women the emphasis 
is placed upon doing high-profile, self-exalting work. 
However, we see that the Scripture rather lays emphasis 
upon service. Jesus said, 'If any man [or woman] desire 
to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all' 
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(Mk.9:35). Paul commends to Timothy the women who 
have 'relieved the afflicted' (1Tim.5:10). This would entail 
visiting the sick or any who are needy, giving them time, 
providing support, comfort, medicines and food.

6. Supplications and Prayers
The kind of widow of whom the Apostle speaks here, 
'trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and 
prayers night and day' (1Tim.5:5). Few can estimate 
the value of the earnest prayers of godly women. 
Many congregations would be in a poor state but for 
this dedicated ministry carried out by godly women 
unnoticed by the world. Prayer is mighty because God 
is all-powerful and loves to answer the cries of His own.

7. Caring for ageing relatives
Much of the greatest work that we can do for God 
attracts little praise from man, but is a sweet savour, a 
beautiful deed, a delightful perfume to God. The Bible 
says, 'But if any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel' (1Tim.5:8). Where widows 
had children the family were duty-bound to support 
them; 'let them relieve them, and let not the church be 
charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed' 
(v16). In our day it is easy to place ageing relatives in a 
nursing home. Sometimes that is necessary because of 
the constant care (24/7) the loved one requires, but the 
ideal is for Christians to provide such care for their own. 
This is God-glorifying. As someone said, 'A poor parent 
can bring up ten children but ten rich children can not 
care for one old parent'.

8. Listening to Jesus
Moving away from 1 Timothy 5 there is much teaching in 
the rest of Scripture. Martha and Mary entertained Jesus 

in their home. Martha felt the strain of having to provide 
a meal for so many and was angry with her sister for 
not helping more. She came to Jesus to complain: 'Lord, 
dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help me'. But we 
notice Jesus’ surprising answer, 'Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things: But one thing 
is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her' (Lk.10:40-42). Women 
are to choose the good part, studying the Word of God, 
listening to sermons and reading good books. In this way 
they will build up their theological knowledge and feed 
their faith and that of others.

9. Evangelism
One of the most effective evangelists in the Scripture 
was a woman, and a despised, sinful, Samaritan woman 
at that. When she found salvation herself she went 
to the people of her town and shouted, 'Come, see 
a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ? Then they went out of the city, and 
came unto him' (Jn.4:29-30). Many of the people of 
her town believed in Jesus because of her words and 
others believed when they heard Him for themselves. 
How many people are saved today through women who 
gossip the gospel to their friends and neighbours?

10. Witnesses of the Resurrection
In a day when women were generally despised it is 
worth noticing that the very first witness to whom 
Christ appeared after His resurrection was a woman 
(Jn.20:15-17). Mary Magdalene then went and told the 
disciples what she had seen and heard. She proclaimed 
the risen Christ to the future leaders of the church. 
Why did He first appear to her? No doubt because of 
her great love, her presence at the cross till He died, her 

"Some women could 
preach better sermons 
and be better pastors, 

but the Lord has chosen 
to give this function to 

males."
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being first at the grave on the resurrection morning, but 
also so that all women would be encouraged to bear 
testimony to the risen Christ.

11. Teaching the younger women
Paul writes to Titus with regard to the older ladies, 
'That they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not 
false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; that they may teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to 
be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed' (Tit.2:3-5). More mature women are to 
teach the younger ones and to be an example to them. 
'Keepers at home' means keepers of the home and 
home-makers, a very important role for women. A 
home without a mother usually loses that which holds 
it together. Also, it is implied that as an extension of 
the home, women can teach the children of others, for 
example in a sabbath school.

12. Informal teaching of men
Women, as we noticed, are forbidden to preach or 
perform public teaching. However it is fascinating to 
notice how Priscilla was involved in informal and private 
teaching of a man. Apollos had arrived in Ephesus and 
preached in the synagogue with great eloquence and 
demonstrated a very considerable knowledge of the 
Scriptures, but he knew only the baptism of John. The 
book of Acts tells us, 'And he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto 
him the way of God more perfectly' (Acts 18:26). It 
was not simply Aquila who taught him but it is specially 
mentioned that Priscilla was involved. Perhaps she was 

the more gifted and theologically astute of the two. 
It could be argued that while husband and wife are 
mentioned together, it was actually Aquila who did the 
'expounding'? But then why is her name given and not 
just here? Indeed in Romans 16:3 her name is given 
before her husband. Most other Christian workers 
would also have wives but they are not mentioned. 
Obviously she performed a very significant role in 
correcting the theology of Apollos. Women have a duty 
to share their knowledge of the Scriptures and of 
theology in an informal way and many a woman has been 
a great blessing in a private way and also in informal 
gatherings.

Conclusion
The Old Testament gives an account of many faithful 
and godly women who were very influential: Sarah, 
Rebekah, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Abigail, Huldah and 
Esther, to mention a few. Similarly in the New Testament 
we have Mary the mother of Jesus, Elisabeth, Anna, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary of Bethany, Dorcas, Phebe, Tryphena 
and Tryphosa, Euodias and Syntyche and many more 
who laboured in the gospel and whose work was greatly 
appreciated by Paul and the early church.
Following his clear instruction that women are not to 
be public preachers the Apostle says, 'Notwithstanding 
she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in 
faith and charity and holiness with sobriety' (1Tim.2:15). 
Many strange views are given of this verse. The simplest 
and most biblical way to understand it is that salvation 
comes through women in the sense that one bears the 
child, Jesus, through whom salvation comes to mankind. 
Although sin entered through a woman, deliverance also 
comes through a woman, Mary. Praise God for godly 
women!

Opening Sermon of the Assembly
Rev Kenneth Macdonald

The 2016 General Assembly was opened with public worship 
conducted by the Retiring Moderator who preached on the words, 

'Let brotherly love continue'  (Hebrews 13:1).

It has been said that 'love is the great law of gravity in 
God's spiritual universe'. We know as individuals and 
as a Church the importance of love amongst ourselves. 

The Apostle is well aware of the need of guarding 
that 'brotherly love' among those to whom he was 
writing. But not only is there to be such love amongst 
brethren in Christ, but Scripture also reminds each one 
of us to 'love thy  neighbour as thyself' (Lev.19:18). The 
Lord Jesus quotes this Old Testament Scripture when 
speaking to the lawyer (Mt.22:39). Paul, in writing in 
Romans 13:9 and Galatians 5:14 says the law is fulfilled 

in this 'one word'.
Sometimes we can find those around us hard to love, 
especially those who oppose the Gospel, yet we are 
to show our care for them in that we are not to turn 
away from them without witnessing to them. We are not 
condoning their sin, but in love seeking their salvation. 
We are to try to 'overcome evil with good' (Rom.12:21). 
But of course we are to have a special love for those 
who are of the 'household of faith' (Gal.6:10). Is that 
always easy? No! All of us can be guilty on occasion, if 
not of a lack of love, certainly of a 'reluctant love' even 
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for those who are our brothers and sisters in Christ. So 
how do we apply this text to our own situation as we 
begin the General Assembly? We note:

1 . There is to be a specific love for a 
specific people
Notice the word 'continue' in the text. Those to whom 
he is writing may well have been moving away from 
the Biblical position that they once held dear. So he is 
reminding them that having come to love each other, 
'Don't stop doing so now!' The word 'continue' is an 
imperative, a command. 
What are we here at this gathering of Assembly? We are 
brothers and sisters in Christ. And where is love seen 
at its highest? It is in our Elder Brother, the Lord Jesus. 
What are Christians to be but imitators of Christ? We 
have a common Father. We are together adopted into 
the family of God. It is unnatural not to love those of 
our own family. 
And does Scripture not teach us that this love for each 
other is a mark that we have passed from death to life? 
John writes that 'He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death' (1John 3:14). What emphasis John lays on this 
great truth in his epistles! 
So as we begin this General Assembly let us remember 
whose we are, and the responsibility that goes with this. 
If we fail to exercise 'brotherly love', not just in word but 
in deed, we will offend our Heavenly Father. 
I know it is not always easy, and that because of our 
own sinful nature, but it is nevertheless a Scriptural 
commandment we dare not ignore. We cannot pick and 
choose which commandments to obey. Our Saviour's 
word, 'love one another as I have loved you' (John 13:34), 
should ever be in our thoughts. 
When the world sees us together, what should be 
evident? A special bond, a unity, yes and obvious love 
and care for each other. 'By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples' (John 13:35). Brethren, let us work 
at this in our few days together this week. Let none of 
us leave this Assembly having fallen short of keeping this 
commandment. 
Of course there can be different levels of love even 
among brethren, as among family members, but there 
should never be a total lack of love. There should never 
be a point where we say, 'he may be a believer, but 
because of such and such, I can't love him'. A forgiving 
spirit is an essential element of Christian love, and 
without that, 'brotherly love' cannot be cultivated. When 
we lack in love it must mean our love for our Saviour is 
waxing cold. 
Brotherly love is like a tender plant – it requires much 
attention and can be easily damaged by the frost of harsh 
words. Scripture teaches elsewhere the wisdom of a soft 
answer turning away wrath (Prov.15:1). So, brethren, may 
this week be characterised by much evidence of ongoing 
'brotherly love'.

2 . Some hindrances to brotherly love
We are sixteen years on from a time when there was 
much evidence amongst us of such love. How close we 
all felt in our biblical stand for truth in the year 2000! 
Is it still so? 
One of the great hindrances to ‘brotherly love’ is PRIDE. 
Pride breeds a spirit of 'one-upmanship'. At the root of 
pride is self-love, not brotherly love. It involves seeking 
to elevate oneself. 'Look at what I have done'. 'Look at 
what I stand for'. 'I am more principled than others'. 
Yes, brethren, we need to watch out for such attitudes 
even amongst ourselves. Sometimes we can be proud 
of our knowledge, maybe showing off our having more 
ability than others in speaking to certain debates, or our 
greater understanding of church procedures. When we 
do so, grace and love go out of the window! 
Sadly many of us have fallen into this sinful side of pride 
far too often, especially at a General Assembly. Oh, 
friends, have the spirit of the Baptist, that we would 
decrease and Christ would increase! 
So let us address issues that arise this week with humility 
and great sensitivity that we do not offend brethren with 
our proud speaking, even when we disagree on certain 
matters, as of course we will. The problem is not in 
disagreeing, but in how we do so. 
I also believe a lack of brotherly love can be seen when 
we seek to deal with matters at the General Assembly 
as if it were a worldly business meeting. Yes, it is for 
business, but it is spiritual business. It's all about Christ's 
business, Christ's kingdom business, and so worldly 
methods which may well win debates are not how to 
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How true are the words of William Cowper who 
once said about providence: ‘God moves in a 
mysterious way His wonders to perform'! Little 

did I think when I wrote a letter to the Scottish press 
about the desperate need to repeal the abortion law that 
it would save someone’s life far away in the Gambia. But it 
did, in quite a wonderful and perfect way. It is a remarkable 
story of God’s timely, and gracious, intervention in the life 
of a couple, when the wife was pregnant, which ought to 
be shared with as many people as possible.

‘God is not asleep’
The devil and his emissaries would have many people 
foolishly believe that God is asleep and that He is 
oblivious to what is happening around us. The truth of the 
matter, however, is very different. God is not asleep. The 
One who 'slumbers not nor sleeps’ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. As this story reveals, God is very much 
awake and working out His plans and purposes in the 
unfolding issues of life, complex and confusing as they 
may be at times in our eyes. Truly, He does all things well.

Abortion is murder
The story began in June 2015 when I commenced writing 
to the press, highlighting the appalling abortion statistics 
in this country and appealing to politicians to annul 
one of the sickest laws ever enacted in this country, 
namely the Abortion Act 1967. This despicable Act which 
was passed by Parliament in October 1967 legislates for 
the abortion of unwanted children. Abortion is nothing 
less than murder. Tragically, in this country a mother’s 
womb is the most dangerous and unsafe place to live 
in. This is the case because of our politicians and what a 
damning indictment on all of them!  My letter appeared 
in a number of editions of the Scottish press.

Slaughtering 
the innocent
Part of the letter 
stated: Abortion, 
and the slaughter 
of the innocent, 
is not something 
that disturbs 
the majority 
of MPs. Not 
only do they 
happily approve 
of abortion, it 
doesn’t even 
leave them with a 
restless conscience or a sleepless night. Let me give you 
the shameful evidence. Since the Abortion Act was passed 
in 1967, there have been over 8 million abortions in the 
UK up to the end of 2013. And as every life is precious 
let me break down these figures even further. In England 
and Wales 7,661,051 abortions were carried out while 
459,767 abortions were carried out in Scotland. This is 
scandalous and shocking. 

Nauseating statistics
The letter went on: The official records tell us that in 
2013, 98.4% of all, so-called, ‘legal abortions’ were carried 
out for social reasons. In other words, these abortions 
were for convenience sake – the babies were just not 
wanted. A further 3,063 abortions were performed 
because the child was likely to be born handicapped. Only 
193 abortions (0.1% of all legal abortions) were carried 
out because of a risk to the mother’s life or because of 
the risk of grave permanent injury to the physical or 

A Precious Life Saved
Donald J Morrison (Home Mission Worker)

engage in the business  of Christ's  church. 
None of us here, I believe, have at heart any desire 
above honouring our Lord, but we need to be watchful 
and prayerful, and be aware of our adversary the devil 
seeking to plant seeds of discord amongst us by having 
us forget our spiritual responsibilities even in dealing 
with the most mundane of matters.    

Conclusion
So we, brethren, warts and all, are to love one another 
and show it. The church is a brotherhood of believers 
under the Headship of our Elder Brother who loved 

His church with an eternal love. Paul reminds us in 
1 Corinthians 12:12 and following that we are many 
members of one body, and all parts are necessary to 
make up that body. 
What a privilege then to be part of such a glorious body 
under the rule of King Jesus here now on earth, and one 
day, we believe, without sin, with our Head in glory! 
May this General Assembly then be marked out as one 
where we never forget it is the Lord's work and we 
are the most privileged of people to be engaged in it as 
brothers in Christ! So, 'Let brotherly love continue'.
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mental health of the mother. Truly nauseating. While 
these figures are stomach-churning, so are the many 
facts that go along with them. Recent investigations 
into the abortion industry show that abortion laws 
are being flouted by many clinics and some babies are 
being aborted for being the wrong gender or for minor 
disabilities. Truly despicable.

Letter to the Gambia
What was unknown to me at this time was that my 
letter,  and newsletters about my evangelistic work 
around Scotland, were being collated by a close Christian 
friend, Scott, living in Stornoway. Like me, he too has 
missionary interests abroad, his being in The Gambia 
– one of Africa's smallest countries, with a population 
of around 1.8 million people. It transpired that he sent 
the literature to various individuals he was associated 
with in the mission fields of The Gambia, including a 
certain Pastor, called Sylvester Konteh. Though Scott 
was unaware of his personal circumstances, the wheel 
of providence ordered that this Pastor should be one of 
the recipients of the letter. 

Divine Providence
On the day he read it, Pastor Konteh put pen to paper 
and wrote to Scott: Your article on abortion has just 
changed my life and that of my wife.  Although we have 
never done it, we were seriously contemplating abortion 
recently when my wife suspected she was pregnant. She 
almost died during the last pregnancy, so I was scared 
this time that I would lose her. We already have four 
kids, but it was such a risk to have another one. We felt 
it best to abort this baby. I was really surprised when I 
received your letter, because I had asked a friend to send 
me a reformed article on abortion. After reading your 
article which addressed the killing of innocent children, 
this completely altered the whole process. My wife was 
about to undergo abortion for health reasons but God 
was working behind the scenes to stop me in His Divine 
providence. To Him I will be forever thankful and to you 
for sending me the letter. Together, my wife and I will 
now walk by faith.

Scott Muir Konteh
The very happy news is that, with deep thankfulness to 
God, a healthy little boy, weighing 8.4 pounds, was safely 
born on 28 March 2016 to Pastor Sylvester Konteh and 
his wife, Johnette. That day, Pastor Konteh sent a text to 
Scott: 'Thanks be to God, my wife has just delivered a 
baby boy. God used you to send a timely abortion article 
which saved my boy’s life. To God be all the glory! Scott 
Muir Konteh is going to be his name'. Baby Scott and 
mum are both doing well. We rejoice with them all as a 
family at this very, very happy time. Our hope and prayer 
is that wee Scott will be ‘twice born’ and by the grace 
of God, become a son of the King of kings. Also that the 
Lord will raise him up to be a mighty and faithful ‘sower 

of the seed’ on the mission fields of The Gambia. Yes, to 
God be the glory, great things He has done!

Annul ‘Abortion Act’
The Bible reminds us again and again that life is sacred 
from conception and also that the deliberate taking of 
an innocent human life breaks the sixth commandment: 
‘Thou shall not  kill’. Abortion at any stage of gestation 
is wrong. There are numerous teachings in Scripture that 
make it abundantly clear what God’s view of abortion 
is. Jeremiah 1:5 tells us that God knows us before He 
formed us in the womb: ‘Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee'. Psalm 139:13-16 speaks 
of God’s active role in our creation and formation in 
the womb: ‘For thou hast possessed my reins: thou 
hast covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise 
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made’. Clearly, 
God views the unborn as human and precious, and so 
does any person that has a heart. They value what God 
values and they love what God loves. It is quite evident 
that sin-sick politicians, with no conscience, in London 
and Edinburgh, don’t. It is high time they annulled the 
Abortion Act 1967, for the good of the unborn child. It 
is also high time that all of us did everything within our 
power to bring this about with God’s help. Our prayer 
surely must be: ‘It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they 
have made void thy law’ (Psalm 119:126).
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The death of John Knox on the 24th November 
1572 marked a great loss for the nation. Although 
Scotland has produced great preachers and 

teachers since then, none has quite equalled the 
influence over the nation of Scotland’s great Reformer. 
Today we might well paraphrase our text for modern 
Scotland: Where is the God of Knox? Three things are to 
be considered: the departure of Elijah – a great loss to 
the  nation; the God of Elijah – the great need of every 
generation; and the faith of Elisha – the need of God’s 
people today.

Where are the Elijahs of God? – A 
Great Loss to the Nation!
Elijah’s bold and courageous stand for God was 
desperately needed. Israel was a nation set apart from 
all other nations. It was to be different and by means 
of that difference it was to lead the other nations to 
the only true God. They were to be an example of 
spiritual and moral purity in a world marked by idolatry 
and wickedness of every kind. Despite this high and 
privileged position God’s covenant people had gone 
astray. Rather than leading the surrounding nations 
into the truth they had followed their neighbours into 
open sinfulness and spiritual apostasy. It was not easy 
in his day to speak out. The advocating of open sin 
and wickedness in society by those in power made life 
more than a little difficult for the followers of God. The 
preachers were in large measure hidden in caves due to 
persecution (1Kgs.18:4,13). The malevolent influence of 
wickedness in high places in Scotland today is no more 
receptive to the rebukes of Scripture than the wicked 
rulers of Elijah’s day. Elijah faced the ungodliness of Ahab 
and Jezebel, a couple infamous for their self-absorbed 
wickedness and unrestrained wantonness. Yet Elijah had 
the grit and the grace necessary to withstand them 
personally and publicly. 
John Knox gave the First Blast in his day and it is certain 
that there is a need for a Second Blast to be heard 
against the Monstrous Regiment of ungodly rulers who 
have infested our nation’s corridors of power. (Knox, 
following publication of his First Blast of the Trumpet 
Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women, did in fact 
contemplate a Second Blast on these very lines, and 
though he did not ultimately proceed with it he gave out 
as one of its propositions that  'No manifest idolater nor 
notoriouse transgressor of God's holie preceptes o[u]

ght to be promoted to any publike regiment, honour 
or dignitie in any realme, prouince or citie, that hath 
subiected the[m] self to Christe Iesus and to His blessed 
Euangil'.)  
In Scotland today spiritual and moral wickedness abounds 
and barely a whimper of protest is heard. Weak and 
effete individuals parade themselves in clerical garb but 
refuse to speak a word against open sin and nationwide 
apostasy. Sadly, many would rather sip tea politely at a 
garden party with a modern day Ahab or Jezebel than 
declare with holy boldness, 'Thus saith the LORD!' 
Elijah was a powerful influence in his day because he 
was a man of prayer and godly zeal. It is much easier to 
commend such prayerfulness and godly passion than it is 
to imitate it. The prayer-closets of our ministers and the 
prayer-meetings of our congregations need to be revived 
if Scotland is ever to return to God. The epistle of James 
names Elijah as an example of  truly godly intercession: 
'The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it 
rained not on the earth by the space of three years and 
six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit' ( Jas.5:16-18). 
The loss of every truly godly praying man or woman 
is a huge loss to any nation. Scotland needs 'effectual 
fervent prayers' to be heard again. The cry of Knox, 
'Give me Scotland, or I die', embodied that same fervent 
desire for nationwide godliness. As one writer has 
stated, 'Knox’s prayer was not an arrogant demand, but 
the passionate plea of a man willing to die for the sake 
of the pure preaching of the gospel and the salvation 
of his countrymen. Knox’s greatness lay in his humble 
dependence on our sovereign God to save His people, 
revive a nation, and reform His church' (Burk Parsons). 
It is said of Mary Queen of Scots that she feared the 
prayers of Knox more than the armies of England. One 
wonders if our prayers have ever been viewed in such 
a way.
Elijah was a man full of faith. His faith was seen in the 
miracles he wrought, the holiness he exhibited and the 
boldness he possessed. God changes nations by the 
ministry of such men, and there is a crying need for such 
men in our day. It is easy to ignore men of small faith and 
no faith; after all they do not possess enough conviction 
in what they say to convince themselves, so why should 
anyone else listen to them? But men like Elijah are heard 
by friend and foe alike, and most gloriously of all they 

Moderatorial Address:
Where is the Lord God of Elijah?

Rev Timothy McGlynn
The Moderator's opening address to the 2016 Assembly based on words of 2 Kings 2:14.



SEPTEMBER 2008 ISSUE 22

are heard in Heaven and feared in Hell (Acts 19:15). 
Even those who do not like them, and have no desire 
for the message they preach, cannot ignore them and 
secretly fear them (Acts 4:17). John the Baptist came 
in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk.1:17) and Herod 
could not ignore him. Knox thundered out the message 
of salvation by grace alone, not through masses and 
Mariolatry. The brazen compromise of ecumenism, and 
the silent acquiescence of the deceived in our day, are 
together ripening Scotland for the judgment of God.
There is a  lack of powerful and fearless preachers after 
the pattern of Elijah, declaring the message of the Bible, 
without fear or favour. Before we deal with the cry, 
'Where is the God of Elijah?' we must ask ourselves 
the searching question, Where are the Elijahs of God? 
Scotland’s pulpits were once filled with such men and 
the conventicles of earlier generations possessed men 
of such character. The world stands in need of such 
preaching today! In the face of the growing apostasy in 
the church, the rampant infidelity amongst governments 
and the increase of false religion sweeping across 

Europe and the world, there is a need for strength in 
the pulpit. Scotland is in danger of returning to the 
deep darkness of the pre-Reformation era. Pilgrimages 
are looked upon with approval by churches, paganism 
is promoted (especially in the areas of entertainment 
and mass media) and immorality is openly practised 
and embraced throughout society. The church needs 
more evangelists and less ecclesiastics! The nation and 
the world of our day need passionate prophets of truth 
instead of polished pulpiteers and media personalities. 
Where are the Elijahs of God?

Where is the LORD God of Elijah? – 
The Real Need of Every Generation
Trees may be seen by the power of streetlights on 
the coldest winter night. However, if trees are to bud, 
blossom and bloom it requires the warmth of the 
spring sunshine. The external works of its members and 
ministers may highlight the church as they live before 
the world. However, the church will never flourish 
unless the power of God shines forth upon it. Elisha was 
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absolutely convinced of this truth. God speaks through 
Zechariah: 'Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts' (Zech.4:6). The cry of Elisha, 
'Where is the God of Elijah?' is an affirmation of the 
absolute necessity of God to work if any good is to be 
done. In the history of Elijah there are several aspects of 
the working of God worthy of note at this time. 
When Elijah is at the brook Cherith (1Kgs.17:1-7) 
we see an example of the care of God for Elijah at a 
very low point in the life of the prophet. There is no 
point in trying to ignore the fact that often the path of 
obedience is a difficult and at times a lonely one. Think of 
the Apostle Paul abandoned by those who should have 
encouraged him: 'At my first answer no man stood with 
me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not 
be laid to their charge' (2Tim.4:16). But at these times 
the LORD draws close to His servants and upholds 
them when all human help is lacking. 'Notwithstanding 
the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that 
by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all 
the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the 
mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly 
kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen' 
(vv17-18). In the summer of 1547 French warships 
attacked the castle where Knox was. Knox was taken 
prisoner and spent nineteen months as a galley slave on 
a French warship, forced to row in chains. When he was 
set free he went to England where he preached in the 
border town of Berwick.
The widow of Zarephath was preparing to die along 
with her son, but God had other plans (1Kgs.17:8-24). 
The LORD intended not only to provide for the widow 
and her son, but through her to make provision for His 
servant Elijah. God could have provided for Elijah’s needs 
in other ways but He chose to use the humble home of 
the widow and her son to provide company as well as 
food. God never lacks the means and power to uphold 
His people and provide for all their needs, sometimes 
in surprising ways. Let us not limit the God of Heaven 
in our own day. We have endured difficult times as a 
denomination. We may endure more trying ones yet. 
Nevertheless we must stand fast in the liberty of Jesus 
Christ. We must not doubt that God’s work, done in 
God’s way, will never lack God’s supplies.
The life of Elijah bore frequent testimony to the activity 
of God in overruling 'all His creatures and all their 
actions' to bring about His great purpose. Whether it is 
the commanding of the birds to feed Elijah at Cherith, 
or replenishing the meal in the barrel for the widow 
of Zarephath, or commanding the elements of the 
wind, the earthquake and the fire at Horeb, we realise 
that all things are under His command. Jesus reassured 
the church that in going into the world to preach the 
Gospel we are not left to our own devices. All power is 
given to Jesus to exercise it as our Mediator from the 

throne of heaven for the blessing of the church on earth 
(Mt.28:18-20).
When Elisha called on the God of Elijah he knew God 
hears the prayers of His people. Elijah had cried out in 
anguish and God gave him, not what he asked, but what 
he needed. 'But he himself went a day’s journey into 
the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper 
tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and 
said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I 
am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept 
under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched 
him, and said unto him, Arise and eat' (1Kgs.19:4-5). He 
asked for death; God gave him food and rest. He sought 
to be taken away from the trials, but God gave him a 
companion to assist and reassure him that the work 
would go on (1Kgs.19:16,19). God hears us and He 
knows when to give us what we ask for and when to 
give us something better. 
God heard the prayer of Elijah both for sending drought 
and rain. God’s ear was open to the voice of Elijah when 
over eight hundred pagan priests watched by thousands 
of disobedient Jews observed his every move. God 
watched him as he rebuilt the altar. God took note as he 
offered the sacrifice, every last piece, upon the altar. God 
observed the faith of Elijah as he called for the water 
and drenched the offering time and again, and God heard 
when he prayed, and sent fire from heaven to consume 
the sacrifice (1Kgs.18:38). He is the God who hears and 
answers prayer, not only in the secret place where none 
but you can hear the still small voice, but also when all 
the world looks on and questions God and His Servant!

Where is the Faith of Elisha? – The 
Great Need for the Church Today
Elisha was a man determined to know the blessing of 
God in his ministry, following in the footsteps of the 
faithful who have gone before. Elijah and Elisha were 
very different characters, yet what bound them together 
was deeper and more profound than their superficial 
differences. They wanted God’s blessing for the nation 
and to see God’s people walking with the LORD. They 
were convinced that the answer lay in the power of God 
and not in them. Their lives bore eloquent testimony to 
the fact that their hope was rooted and grounded in 
God. Elisha willingly walked in the shadow of Elijah and 
served him faithfully since that fateful day the mantle 
of Elijah had been cast upon him. However, he was well 
aware that he had been raised up to replace Elijah and 
he was determined that although Elijah might be gone 
the work would go on. We must have due respect to 
those who have gone before. We should appreciate the 
blessings we have inherited from previous generations. 
However, we must never imagine that no more can be 
expected in our day.
Often the reason we see no blessing is because that is 
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exactly what we expect. You will no doubt recall what 
Spurgeon wrote:
'You must also believe in the power of that message to 
save people. You may have heard the story of one of our 
first students, who came to me, and said, “I have been 
preaching now for some months, and I do not think I 
have had a single conversion”. I said to him, “And do you 
expect that the Lord is going to bless you and save souls 
every time you open your mouth?” “No, sir”, he replied. 
“Well, then”, I said, “that is why you do not get souls 
saved. If you had believed, the Lord would have given the 
blessing”. I had caught him very nicely; but many others 
would have answered me in just the same way as he 
did. They tremblingly believe that it is possible, by some 
strange mysterious method, that once in a hundred 
sermons God might win a quarter of a soul. They have 
hardly enough faith to keep them standing upright in 
their boots; how can they expect God to bless them? I 
like to go to the pulpit feeling, “This is God’s Word that I 
am going to deliver in His name; it cannot return to Him 
void; I have asked His blessing upon it, and He is bound 
to give it, and His purposes will be answered, whether 
my message is a savour of life unto life, or of death unto 
death to those who hear it”'.

It is a sad fact that faithfulness to God will not keep a 
man free from trials and discouragements. Nevertheless 
it is important to remember that such difficulties come 
not only from the world, the flesh and the devil, but 
often from within the church itself. In this chapter 
we see Elisha being dealt with by the Sons of the 
Prophets in a way that almost seems to indicate a sense 
of delight in bringing bad news to him (2Kgs.2:3,5). 
Moses was opposed by his fellow leaders, Nadab and 
Abihu (Lev.10), and family members, Aaron and Miriam 

(Numb.12) despite conducting himself with the grace 
of the meekest man in the entire world. The great 
American preacher, pastor, and theologian, Jonathan 
Edwards, suffered at the hands of the malcontents 
in his congregation at Northampton. Though many 
were personally blessed through his ministry and the 
congregation had gained fame throughout the Christian 
world for the blessings enjoyed under their pastor, none 
of these things could preserve him from the animosity of 
some. Calvin suffered a similar fate in Geneva. Do not be 
surprised if when you seek to live and preach for God, 
enemies appear from within the church as well as from 
outside its bounds.
Nevertheless, Elisha was determined to do all within his 
power to fulfil the requirements placed upon him. What 
is particularly interesting to note is that many hard miles 
had been done before he realized that he must see his 
master depart if the blessing was to rest upon him. 
The journeys to Bethel, Jericho and Jordan mentioned 
earlier in the chapter occurred before he knew this fact. 
Often the preparation for blessing is made not when we 
are aware that we are being tested. He was aware that 
Elijah was soon to be taken from him, but each time he 
was bidden to rest and let Elijah go on without him he 
followed on. This is where many a blessing is lost, in the 
small things, in the seemingly unnecessary things, when 
we are tempted to take the easy way out rather than go 
the second and the third and every other mile required.
We should be grateful to God for those mighty servants 
of God (like Elijah) who have gone before us and left 
us an inheritance. We must lift our eyes to heaven in 
expectation and seek the blessing that only God can give. 
We must live and work as those who truly do believe 
and cry again, 'Where is the LORD God of Elijah?'

We must live and work as those who 
truly do believe and cry again, 'Where is 

the LORD God of Elijah?'
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The Loyal and Dutiful 
Address to HM the Queen

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
 
The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly 
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this 
24th day of May 2016, humbly desire to express to Your 
Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person 
and throne.
We are thankful that in the providence of God this year 
has witnessed you reach another birthday milestone. As 
the years pass and many things change around us and 
even within us, it is important to place our trust wholly 
upon the only Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. God has promised 
to give wisdom, strength and grace to those who call 
upon Him, and it is our prayer that you would know the 
rich blessings of God’s mercy and grace that are alone 
sufficient to prepare us for life and eternity. 
We also join with others throughout the nation and 
Commonwealth in giving thanks to God that Your Majesty 
has enjoyed the longest reign in the history of our nation. 
We are aware that such signal blessings bring with them 
thoughts of those who have gone before and afford us 
the opportunity to express our gratitude to God. Your 
dedication and devotion to duty exhibited throughout 
the years of your reign has won for Your Majesty a deep 

affection in the hearts of the people. May the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only true and living 
God, who has upheld Your Majesty from the first day until 
now, continue to strengthen and uphold you. 
We are mindful that Your Majesty and His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Edinburgh have been blessed with many 
years of married life. We firmly believe that marriage is a 
gift from God and finds its only true Biblical expression 
in a life-long commitment between one man and one 
woman. While the mores of societies change we remain 
confident that the Bible, the most valuable thing this 
world affords, remains God’s unchanging word to all 
mankind. 
We rejoice to remember the vows so willingly taken 
by Your Majesty in the Coronation Oath to uphold the 
Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel and 
maintain in the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed 
Religion established by law to the utmost of your power. 
Be assured of our unswerving commitment to pray for 
Your Majesty as you seek to fulfil these solemn vows to 
God.
May God’s rich blessing rest upon Your Majesty, his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, and all the other 
members of the Royal Family.
So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers 
and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
in General Assembly convened.
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This year's General Assembly convened as usual in 
Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, on Monday the 23rd of 

May. The retiring Moderator, Rev Kenneth M Macdonald, 
took the chair and preached from Hebrews 13:1, 'Let 
brotherly love continue'. Mr Macdonald's passionate 
appeal to esteem others better than ourselves set an 
excellent tone for the week of deliberations and was 
commented on throughout the week. Mr Macdonald 
reminded us that whilst we are to love even our enemy, 
there is a special duty to love those of the household of 
faith. His two main headings dealt with this specific love 
to the brethren and then he set out certain hindrances 
to it.

New Moderator
After the sermon, the Principal Clerk, Rev John MacLeod, 
thanked the Moderator for his message. The next item 
to be attended to was the election of a new Moderator. 
Rev Harry Woods nominated Rev Timothy J McGlynn, 
speaking of Mr McGlynn's experience, his character, and 
his warmth in the home, together with his willingness 
to listen to others. Reference was also made to Mr 
McGlynn's military background, but now he stands a 
soldier in a better army under a better Captain.
This being agreeable to the whole house, the Moderator 
was announced and welcomed to the chair by Mr 

Macdonald. 

Assembly Arrangements and 
Nominations Committee (A)
This first item of business for the new Moderator 
was the first part of the report from the Assembly 
Arrangements and Nominations Committee. This report 
deals with practical arrangements for the Assembly and 
is seldom a report to stir the fathers and brethren to 
any significant debate!
The General Assembly appointed its precentors for the 
week, this time giving this duty to Mr Alex Watt, Dr 
Andrew Naylor and Rev James Gracie.
Soon it was time to close this sederunt (sitting of the 
court) and move across the road to the church hall for 
the Moderator's reception. Here a satisfying provision 
of baking, tea, coffee and fruit was awaiting the hungry 
congregation. After the food, Mr McGlynn invited Mr 
Alex Watt, Dr James Millar and Rev Harry Woods 
to speak, and each one presented us with their own 
character sketch of our new Moderator. A most pleasant 
evening ended with worship. 

Moderator's Address
On Tuesday morning the Moderator gave a stirring 
appeal from 2 Kings 2:14, asking, 'Where is the Lord 
God of Elijah?' In three sections Mr McGlynn asked: 
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Report of The General Assembly, 2016
Rev Greg MacDonald
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Where are the Elijahs of God? Where is the God of 
Elijah? and, Where is the faith of Elijah? The full text of 
this address will be found elsewhere in this magazine 
and will certain repay the effort of reading it carefully.

Loyal and Dutiful Address
A Loyal and Dutiful Address to the Queen is prepared 
annually and is delivered to our Sovereign through the 
offices of the First Minister for Scotland. This gives us 
opportunity to assert our faithfulness to Christ as King, 
and to our Queen as His appointed 'Power' (Rom.13:1). 
This year the address took the opportunity to give 
thanks for our Monarch reaching the milestone of ninety 
years of age, as well as to express our concerns over 
the continued erosion of biblical marriage in our society 
and in our laws. This address is read out in full, and the 
assembled elders and ministers stand in respect to our 
Queen during the reading.

Ecumenical Relations 
The sederunt soon moved on to consider the report 
of the Ecumenical Relations Committee. In presenting 
the report, the convener, Rev William Macleod, noted 
the sad state of the church today – yes, there is but 
one true church, yet we have so many branches. 
Nevertheless it is always remarkable to see how many 
different denominations are willing to engage with us 
formally each year. A perusal of the report (found on 
the FCC website) will certainly test your command 
and pronunciation of Dutch, but it will no doubt also 
surprise many to note the warmth of our relationships 
with many other denominations across the globe.

Finance & Sustentation
In presenting the Finance & Sustentation report Dr 

Andrew Naylor introduced to the 
Assembly the new General Treasurer, 
Mr Murray Mackay. Our previous 
General Treasurer, Mr Angus Macmillan, 
stood down from his post in April, 
and the appointment of Mr Mackay 
was confirmed by the Assembly. Mr 
Macmillan was warmly thanked for 
his years of service and his clarity 
in presenting our accounts at the 
Assembly each year. 
In the substance of the report it was 
noted with gratitude that we achieved an 
overall surplus for 2015. Nevertheless 
there remains a note of caution in 
that givings from congregations were 
actually down by 4% from 2014. Other 
statistics worth noting would be that a 
total of £122,000 of our income comes 
through Gift Aid, which demonstrates 
the worth of this scheme to the church 

for all UK tax payers. The budget for next year shows 
a projected deficit of £92,000. Actual figures still 
show a deficit, but to date it is less than the budgeted 
deficit. Despite the overall picture the Committee 
recommended to the Assembly an increase in stipend 
for ministers of £500, making the equal dividend 
to stand now at £20,000. In terms of our overall 
membership, communicants in Scotland are down by 5 
in the year. Half of our membership is over 65. There 
were 19 professions of faith across Scotland during 
2015. Attendances at our services have also dropped 
at both Sabbath services and mid-week meetings. After 
some questions, this report was then approved by the 
Assembly.

General Trustees
The Report of the General Trustees was presented 

FREE CHURCH WITNESS16

New General Treasurer: Murray Mackay

The McGlynn family: Timothy, Agnes, Verity and Sophie



SEPTEMBER 2008 ISSUE 34

by Mr John MacKenzie, Assynt, Chairman. The Report 
noted the retirement on age grounds of two of the 
Trustees and approved a revised Roll of the Board of 
Trustees including two replacements appointed by last 
year's Commission of Assembly.

Southern Presbytery Overtures
Rev William Macleod appeared to present two 
overtures which came from the Southern Presbytery, 
both of which were accepted. The first directed the 
Finance & Sustentation Committee to examine financial 
arrangements for congregations furth of Scotland, 
particularly in the light of some such congregations 
being geographically close and thus more involved in 
the life of the Church. The Committee is to report 
to the 2017 General Assembly. Ballyclare and Doagh 
congregation was particularly in mind here. A second 
Overture called for the setting up of a committee 
to look at presbytery boundaries and the providing 
of presbyterial oversight for congregations outwith 
Scotland. The same congregation is again in mind though 
the remit is larger.
Rev James Gracie appeared to present a further 
Overture from the same Presbytery with regard to 
Quinquennial Visitations. From now on these are no 
longer required and Presbyteries are free to put in 
place such measures as they deem appropriate for the 
oversight and encouragement of congregations within 
their bounds.

Welfare of Youth and Education
On Tuesday evening Mr Donald Robertson presented 
the Welfare of Youth and Education report. One of the 
happiest points of the Assembly is the presentation of 
the Sunday School exam prizes each year. And this year 
it was a pleasure to see two young folk from the same 
family receive the prizes. For the Bible Class exam, Miss 
Emma Craig was presented to the Moderator to receive 
her award. A keen baker, Emma professed faith recently 

in our Stornoway congregation. Next up was her 
brother, Thomas. Thomas won the Junior grade prize. He 
finishes primary school this year, and is an enthusiast for 
models and the trombone! Mr McGlynn spoke warmly 
to each of the prize-winners, and Rev Graeme Craig 
allowed himself a moment or two of parental pleasure!
Mr Robertson also gave the sincere and deep thanks 
of the Committee to Mr and Mrs Derick Gillies. The 
Gillies have arranged the All-Age Holiday (AAH) for 
some years now and have poured a tremendous amount 
of energy and enthusiasm into it. Always a worthwhile 
holiday, enjoyed by all who attend, the AAH will this year 
be run by Rev and Mrs Andrew Allan and the thanks of 
the whole Assembly went to them for their willingness 
to take on this role.
Thanks were also recorded for the often-hidden work 
of our Sunday School teachers. Their diligence in 
presenting the lessons each week to our children fully 
merits mention.
The report was seconded by Rev Greg MacDonald, who 
expressed his thanks to the campers and camp leaders 
who continue to make the Badaguish Youth Camps an 
annual delight for all who attend. Extra appreciation was 
expressed to Mr and Mrs McGlynn for readily agreeing 
to lead the junior camp this year in Mr MacDonald's 
absence. Christian education continues to find a place 
on the agenda and in the hearts of Committee 
members. Lewis Independent Christian School have 
recently secured new and more suitable premises in 
Stornoway and are also presently seeking a replacement 
for Mr Markoff, their well-respected headteacher.
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Psalmody
After the Youth report, we heard from the Special 
Committee on Psalmody. Rev William B Scott made 
a surprise appearance to present this report, having 
recently been in hospital for surgery. A number of 
highlights from the Psalmody report stayed in the mind. 
First of all the Assembly had the delight of hearing that 
demand for the Spanish Metrical Psalter is high, across 
many Spanish-speaking countries. Another milestone 
was the completion of the 12 volume 'Worthy to 
be Praised' set of CDs, covering all the tunes in the 
Psalmody exam. It is also hoped to release a CD 
combining fifty of the best recordings from the full set. 
Special thanks were given to Miss Esther Semmens for 
artwork on the CD inserts, to John and Mary Gillies for 
maintaining a Psalmody website, and to Mrs Isobel Scott 
who first sowed the seed for this project. The report 
was seconded by Rev Andrew Allan, and a presentation 
was then made to both Mrs Scott and Miss Semmens in 
appreciation for their work. 
In speaking to the report Rev Maurice Roberts 
commended the practice of continually memorising the 
Psalms, not only as children but right into adulthood. 
After a supplementary report from the General Trustees, 
the sederunt was closed with prayer. 

Prayer Meeting
Devotions on Wednesday morning include Psalm-singing, 
Scripture readings from Old and New Testaments, and 
prayer from the assembled Commissioners. This quiet 
hour of worship is often a time when we are brought 
near to the throne of our Saviour by the brethren called 
on to lead us, and  it proved so again this year. The 
Moderator invited Rev E Trevor Kirkland, Rev Davide 
Ratti, Rev Jonathan Mattull and Rev Iain Smith, ministers, 
along with Lindsay MacCallum, Iain MacPherson, John 
Urquhart, and James Wanliss, elders, to pray.

Public Questions, Religion and Morals
After the Court was constituted, we then heard the 
report from the Public Questions, Religion and Morals 

Committee, convened by Rev David Blunt. This report 
sadly must cover the ample areas of concern in the 
public life and morals of our increasingly secular nation. 
Topics as diverse as the Named Person Scheme, Organ 
Donation, and the EU Referendum received space in the 
substantial report. Once again, the full report is available 
from the FCC website.
To this report there was one amendment proposed by 
Rev Alasdair Macleod. Mr Macleod questioned whether 
the biblical imperative of the sixth commandment 
ought not to be applied in relation to organ donation. 
Specifically, Mr Macleod put forward the view that as 
we are bound to seek to preserve our neighbour's life, 
then organ donation ought to be a matter to pursue 
and encourage amongst the Lord's people, in order to 
render obedience to Christ's law in this matter. Having 
raised the point, Mr Macleod was content to fall from 
his amendment, having certainly achieved his purpose of 
making the fathers and brethren consider this important 
matter from a different perspective. 
Amongst other speakers to this report, Rev Iain Smith 
asked if it was possible to condense the lengthy report 
in order to make it more accessible to our people.  
In regard to the section on the EU referendum, 
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Rev John MacLeod, Principal Clerk, 
felt that a slight lack of balance could 
be detected in the report, and noted 
certain benefits of EU membership, 
particularly in the context of two of 
our Commissioners being from outwith 
the UK, but within the EU. He further 
suggested there may be the danger in 
getting rid of an ungodly union, that we 
could be left at the mercy of an even 
less godly government. 
Rev David Fraser expressed deep 
concern over the invasion of the family 
by the Named Person scheme, noting 
that true authority is derived only from 
the Lord God. 

Publications
Next up was the Publications Committee. 
The work of this committee covers 
everything from a Twitter account, the 
website and a Facebook page, as well 
as things actually available on paper and 
bound in a book or magazine. Here 
it was also reported that Rev William 
Macleod had asked to be relieved of 
his duties as editor of The Free Church 
Witness at next year's Assembly having 
served since its inception in 2000 and 
before that as editor of the FCDA magazine Free 
Church Foundations. By next year he will have lived 
with editorship for twenty years. Rev Alasdair Macleod 
was also standing down from his role in the design and 
layout the magazine which he has done for ten years. 
Both Messrs Macleod were warmly thanked for their 
outstanding contributions  to the Church. 

Training of the Ministry and 
Admissions
Next we heard from the Training of the Ministry and 
Admissions Committee. This relatively short report 

noted with joy that three men have applied to be 
students for the ministry of the FCC and been approved 
for the Free Church Seminary course. Two hope to start 
in September, with one deferring entry until 2017. Having 
had some fallow years, it is of the Lord's abundant mercy 
that we see Him still providing labourers for the harvest 
and our prayer is that these young men will see Scotland 
(and Northern Ireland) flourish again with the Gospel 
of grace. In connection with students applying for the 
ministry, the Committee have produced a revised and 
simplified application form for the use of Kirk Sessions. 
Having been instructed by the last General Assembly to 
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investigate matters concerning the funding of students, 
the Committee have determined that no change should 
be made to the funding received by students. 
One slight change to the wording of this deliverance, 
which carried the support of the Assembly, was the 
appointment of the Seminary Principal as a statutory 
General Adviser to the Committee. A more significant 
development was the moving of an addition to the 
deliverance by men associated with the Presbytery 
of the USA. This addendum sought the enacting of 
legislation permitting the USA Presbytery to approve 
of select Seminary courses which could be recognised 
by the FCC, so that divinity students who are already 
studying, or have already studied, in these institutions 
would be eligible to be considered for the ministry of 
our denomination. This would not apply to men coming 
forward for the ministry who have done no training 
yet, or who have done training but at a seminary not 
endorsed by the Presbytery. This addendum was also 
carried by a majority but with some dissents. The 
Presbytery and the Committee are now instructed to 
consult together to establish both which institutions will 
be recognised and what additional training is required. 
At this point the Assembly sederunt closed, and we all 
retired for another fine meal of fish or scampi or steak 
pie and chips! After being refreshed, we climbed the 
Liberton Brae once more for the Missions report.

Missions
Starting off our missionary delegates this year was Rev 
Ruairidh MacLean from Christian Witness to Israel. He 
reminded us that the church must make a priority of 
bringing the gospel to Jewish people. In this we would 
be following our Reformed forefathers. The vision of 
CWI is to partner with like-minded churches who are 
as committed to supporting this vision as CWI is to 
fulfilling it. In recent months CWI have sent missionaries 
to Hungary, The Netherlands and Tel Aviv. In Scotland, 
Grace Lam  continues to work faithfully and with some 
encouragements.

Next we enjoyed hearing from our own Dr Jorge Ruiz 
of our Spanish congregation. Dr Ruiz said, 'A year ago, 
when we started to work together, it is for us a great 
thing to know that we are following not in a solitary 
way, but we are united in the bonds of Christian 
fellowship'. The work in Spain is composed of three little 
congregations – Bilbao, Miranda and Barcelona – united 
in one, known collectively as Bilandalona. They have 22 
members of whom 14 are communicant members. They 
have 10 other regular attenders. Please do continue 
to pray for this work and for the strengthening of the 
Reformed faith in Spain and the Spanish-speaking world. 
Dr Ruiz is also involved with the Trinitarian Bible Society 
(TBS) in a new translation of the Bible into Spanish. The 
New Testament is complete and work is well under way 
for the Old Testament. 
Rev E Trevor Kirkland who recently visited China was 
able to provide us with a report of his lectures from the 
book of Judges and on four chapters of the Westminster 
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Confession. He also noted the need for a better 
translation of Scripture into Chinese which the TBS are 
involved in producing.
After the delegates, the rest of the Home and Foreign 
Missions report was presented by Rev Greg MacDonald 
and seconded by Rev Harry Woods. Mr MacDonald 
spoke of the remarkable breadth of missionary interest 
we have as a denomination and of the overwhelming 
kindness of the Lord in permitting us to put our hand 
to His work in this way. With deep sadness it was noted 
that the work in Covenant College in Zambia is in some 
severe difficulties. Rev David Lachman has returned from 
the field with his family and has indicated his intention 
to accept a call to the Southern Presbyterian Church 
of Tasmania's congregation in Hobart. The Committee 
owe a great debt to Mr Lachman for his robust service 
in Petauke and have appreciated his wisdom and advice 
in seeking a way forward to deal with the present 
difficulties.
A number of alterations to the deliverance were 
proposed, and accepted by the Convener with the 
permission of his seconder. The first related to an 
explicit commitment to investigate the best way to 
revive the work at Covenant College – something 
the Committee are only too willing to look into. The 

second served to recognise the Committee's actions in 
appointing a Kirk Session over the work in Spain. Also 
the Assembly raised the United States congregation of 
Mebane, North Carolina, to a fully sanctioned charge 
and hence it is now able to call a minister.
The final session of the Assembly took only a few hours 
on Thursday morning. 

Legal Advice and Property 
The first item was the presentation of the Legal Advice 
and Property report, presented by Convener Rev 
Kenneth Macdonald. One continued area of work for 
the Committee is that of child and vulnerable person 
protection issues. This matter is still being developed 
by the Committee and thanks were given to Rev James 
MacInnes for his work in this field. Most of our property 
issues are now settled, though there remain one or two 
outstanding matters for the attention of the Committee.
Rev Iain Smith, in speaking to the report, commented 
that many of the same child protection issues had been 
faced during his time in Tasmania and he would be happy 
to pass information on to the Committee if it might 
prove useful. 

Strategic Review
Next came the interim report of the Strategic Review 
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Committee. This Committee was set up two years ago 
in place of the old Strategy Committee, with a remit 
to seek suggestions from Presbyteries and standing 
Committees of the Church regarding the best use of 
our limited resources for the future, and to present 
a vision of ways to reach out across Scotland and 
beyond with the Gospel. Convened by Rev Timothy 
McGlynn, the interim report was brief with only a few 
recommendations relating to the size of Committees and 
the method of nominating brethren for Committees.. In 
the event it became briefer still as an amendment from 
Rev Graeme Craig, carried by a majority, removed the 
only recommendations made by the Committee in the 
deliverance.

Assembly Arrangements and 
Nominations (B)
A final section of the Assembly Arrangements and 
Nominations report was then submitted, which specified 
who would serve on the committees of the Church for 
the ensuing year.

Delegates
Throughout the Assembly, delegates from other churches 
and Christian bodies are invited to address us. This 

year we welcomed a healthy number of brethren from 
outwith our own bounds, including:
Graham Nicholls, Director of Affinity (formerly British 
Evangelical Council)
John Nelson, Australian Free Church
Jack Sin, Maranatha Bible Presbyterian Church, Singapore
Stephen Johnston, Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 
England and Wales
Warren  Peel, Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland
Iain Wright, Orthodox Presbyterian Church of America
Arnold Huijgen, Christian Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands (CGKN)
C R Thomas, Presbyterian Church of Australia
Paul Rowland, Trinitarian Bible Society 
Mervyn Langtry, Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Ireland
James Millar, Scottish Reformation Society

With all the major business now completed, the 2016 
General Assembly closed with worship – prayer, the 
singing of Psalm 122, and the benediction. May God in 
His love to His own name and the people of His Son, 
bless all the decisions made, and enable us to declare 
the Gospel of redeeming love to our needy nation of 
Scotland!

Elders Samuel Cameron & John Gillies Revs James Haram & Harry Woods Rev Warren Gardner & Paul Rowland (TBS)
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 3 . A DEEPER REPENTANCE AND  
HUMILITY

With this deeper knowledge of ourselves, 
resulting from a deeper knowledge of God, 
there is a deeper feeling of repentance: ‘I 

abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes’.
What is unbelief? It is disagreeing with God and thus 
disobedience in the mind. What is repentance? It 
involves agreeing with God’s verdict; it is agreeing with 
God. Many have a sight of sin from the Scriptures. In 
the mirror of the Word they see themselves; they are 
taught; they have conviction. They have a sight of sin, but 
the Holy Spirit gives not only a sight of sin, He gives a 
sense of sin. You need both a sight and a sense of sin; 
you need not only the words but the Spirit. This is why 
there is so much shallowness nowadays; the latter is 
lacking. We read, ‘For godly sorrow worketh repentance 
to salvation’ (2Cor.7:10). There should be a sorrow 
according to God, a sorrow which God requires in 

repentance. Where is the sorrow nowadays, the sorrow 
according to God for sin: not for the results of sin but 
for the very presence of sin? It is agreeing with God. 
Luther said that we go on as we began, in repentance; 
our whole lives are filled with repentance. 
Have you noticed in Scripture that the nearer a person 
comes to God, the more aware they are of their own 
sinfulness?
Abraham, speaking to the Lord said, ‘I have taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and 
ashes’ (Gen.18:27). Isaiah, speaking to the Lord in the 
temple said, ‘Woe is me! for I am undone’ (Is. 6:5). Peter, 
drawing near to Christ said, ‘Depart from me; for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord’ (Lk.5:8). John in glory, in that vision 
said, ‘I fell at his feet as dead’ (Rev.1:17). The nearer 
any person in Scripture comes to the Lord the more 
aware they are of their own sinfulness – and that fact 
cannot be changed, for He is holy. When you do draw 
near with a sense of God’s presence and nearness, there 

The Knowledge Of God And Of Ourselves (Part III)
Rev James Clark

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes (Job 42:5-6).

In Parts I and 2 Mr Clark dealt with the knowledge of God and the knowledge of self.
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is simultaneously a sense of your own unworthiness, a 
sense of your own sinfulness. You are like Peter, you want 
to be near but you also hear this voice within, ‘Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man’ (Lk.5:8). But it is the 
Lord who takes hold of us and that is the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; He brings sinners to Himself. What a 
wonderful feeling it was for the lepers to be touched by 
Christ – not only spoken to but also touched, brought 
near to Himself. This is how He receives us, while we are 
aware of our own sinfulness. 
We have also to be aware of our unbelief. So often, we 
disagree with God’s verdict,with God’s descriptions 
of sin and of ourselves. These, remember, are the 
words of converted men: Abraham, Isaiah, Job, Peter, 
John – converted men. You see how the apostle Paul 
throughout his life talks about himself being the ‘chief of 
sinners’. Indeed, you may see his growth in grace by the 
expressions he uses concerning himself: ‘I am the least 
of all the apostles’; ‘who am not worthy to be called an 
apostle’; and at the end of his life – the chief of sinners. 
That is growth in grace and in knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in self-knowledge; the chief of sinners.
Many a godly person would have it in their heart to 
disagree with that description, i.e. that the apostle was 
the chief of sinners, because they believe that they are! 
This abhorrence of self is provided for in the covenant 
of grace. If you look at Ezekiel 36 you will read of the 
provisions of the covenant of grace; not works, but 
grace, when the Spirit is to be poured out. Those whom 
the Spirit then indwells, they shall ‘loathe themselves’. 
That is how sinners come to God – loathing themselves. 
Without this repentance, this self-abhorrence, you will 
never appreciate in a high sense the work of Jesus Christ. 
You will always have the nagging temptation that there 
is something in you which somehow makes you worthy 
of God’s grace. Such are those who are afar off, who 
have no deep repentance. You remember the Prodigal 
Son? He was in a far country, but when he came back he 
brought his repentance with him. ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son’ (Lk.15:18-19). God the Father 
took him to Himself. It is like your qualification for the 
Lord’s Table: it is not your worthiness in a worldly sense; 
your worthiness is your sense of unworthiness. As Dr 
Duncan well said, ‘Take it woman, it’s for sinners’. So this 
is a provision of the covenant of grace – that we abhor 
ourselves and repent in dust and ashes.
Dust and ashes were the symbols that often accompanied 
repentance. However, we may also take it in a literal 
sense; that Job was on his knees at the appearance of 
God. When God does powerfully reveal Himself to your 
soul, it should put you on your knees. Regarding the 
shallowness nowadays, there are very, very few nowadays 
whose knees are hardened and calloused by the amount 
of time they spend on them. Without this deep sense 

of unworthiness and sin, you cannot appreciate Christ 
as you ought to. The darker the background the more 
the Jewel will shine. In the dark you see yourself like 
the church in the Song of Solomon, ‘Look not upon 
me, because I am black’ (Song of Sol.1:6). But thus the 
more will you see the Pearl of great price. He will shine 
brighter in your estimation the deeper your sense of 
demerit and undeservedness is. Make much of sin but 
make more of Christ: ‘that sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful’
(Rom.7:13). Note, one word isn’t enough there – sin is 
‘exceeding sinful’. ‘But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound’ (Rom.5:20). The more we see that 
there is nothing in us, when we can say with the Psalmist, 
‘He hath not dealt with us after our sins’ (Ps.103:10), 
then our soul will not be forgetful of all the blessings and 
benefits which He has poured upon us (v.2). So, ‘I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes’.
This is growth in grace – growth in the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ — because it is the Son with whom he 
is speaking and it is the Son who is speaking to him. All 
the revelations of the Godhead to us as sinners come 
through the Son of God, all of them. He is the Mediator. 
This is a deep subject and no person is infallible. How can 
we apply this matter to ourselves? First of all, we read 
that Job was twice as blessed after his suffering, after his 
experience of the Majesty of God and self-abhorrence 
(Job 42:10). Do you believe that? Perhaps you are 
suffering in your body and in your soul; but remember, 
‘weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning’ (Ps.30:5). James reminds us of the end of Job, 
how that the Lord is ‘of tender mercy’ (Jas.5:11). Note 
also the blessedness of having this knowledge of God 
and of yourself: ‘flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee’ (Mt.16:17). It is not an experience produced by 
flesh and blood alone. How can they teach you? It is God 
who has taught you this. As the Lord Jesus said, ‘blessed 
are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear’ 
(Mt13:16).
Notice also that the humiliation of Job was followed by 
exaltation. As said before, ‘Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, and he shall lift you up’ (Jas.4:10). Perhaps 
you are saying, ‘But I have been doing this!’ My friend, go 
to Peter where it was also written, ‘Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time’ (1Pet.5:6), i.e. in God’s time! If we 
believe the revelation of God at all, by Word, by Spirit, 
should we not follow the example of Job and be down on 
our knees in the dust and in the ashes? ‘He remembereth 
that we are dust’ (Ps.103:14). The word ‘Adam’ literally 
means the person taken from the ground. That is where 
we are: ‘I abhor myself and repent in dust’. Job submitted 
to God – a very hard thing. Sometimes we can go most 
of the way but there are very few who will, as John Calvin 
said, ‘put ourselves wholly in the hand of God’. We are 
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always inclined to keep just a little back. Calvin said that 
he went about with his soul in his hand ready to offer 
it up to God. You can see why his biography was called 
‘The Man God Mastered’.
So do you wish to be nearer to God? The Lord said we 
must count the cost (Lk.14:28). If you have the Olney 
hymnbook, poetry by John Newton and William Cowper, 
you will come across a poem called ‘Prayer Answered by 
Crosses’; it sums up the experience of Job very well and 
it also was experienced by John Newton, obviously. 

He says,
I ask’d the Lord, that I might grow
In faith, and love, and ev’ry grace,
Might more of his salvation know,
And seek more earnestly his face.
 
‘Twas he who taught me thus to pray,
And he, I trust has answer’d pray’r;
But it has been in such a way,
As almost drove me to despair.

I hop’d that in some favour’d hour,
At once he’d answer my request:
And by his love’s constraining pow’r,
Subdue my sins, and give me rest.

Instead of this. he made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart;
And let the angry pow’rs of hell
Assault my soul in ev’ry part.

Yea more, with his own hand he seem’d
Intent to aggravate my woe;
Cross’d all the fair designs I schem’d,
Blasted my gourds, and laid me low.

Lord, why is this, I trembling cry’d,
Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?
‘Tis in this way’, the Lord reply’d,
I answer pray’r for grace and faith.

‘These inward trials I employ,
 From self and pride to set thee free;
 And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou mayst seek thy all in me’.

‘I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes’. 

God accepted and exalted Job.
If you look at the next two verses, 7 and 8, God says in 
commendation four times, ‘my servant Job; my servant 
Job; my servant Job; my servant Job’. ‘Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up’ (Jas.4:10). 
To be the servant of the Lord is the highest honour.

John Newton

"In the dark you see yourself like the church in the Song of Solomon, ‘Look 
not upon me, because I am black’ (Song of Sol.1:6). 

But thus the more will you see the Pearl of great price. 
He will shine brighter in your estimation the deeper your sense of demerit 

and undeservedness is. 
Make much of sin but make more of Christ"
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Books
Andrew Gray for Today 
Sermons abridged and made 

easy to read
John Brentnall

pbk, 179pp, £10.00 including p&p, obtain 
from author,  

5 Rosier Crescent,  Swanwick, 
Derbyshire, DE55 1RS

Some years ago I remember a minister 
arguing that no one should become 

a minister under the age of thirty. The 
priests were thirty when they began their 
ministry and of course so was our Lord. 
Andrew Gray was ordained minister of 
the Outer High Church (now Glasgow 
Cathedral) when he was just nineteen. 
Two years later, in 1656, he died of 
'purple fever', leaving a widow and two 
young children. Aged twenty-two, his life's 
work was done and he was called home. 
However, thankfully, his sermons had been 
taken down in shorthand and are still read 
with great appreciation today.
In this volume there are twenty sermons 
which have been shortened and put into 
modern English to make them easier 
to read. I found them very searching 
and thought-provoking. I am not a great 
reader of sermons but these are so fresh, 
concise and experimental that they are 
gripping.
Brought up in Edinburgh, he had studied 
the Scriptures from infancy and was 
converted through the testimony of a 
godly beggar near Leith. Being very bright 
intellectually, he was sent early to St 
Andrews University and graduated at the 
age of seventeen. He had to wait two 
years before he was ordained. Before long 
the large church was crowded and people 
were gripped by his preaching.
The first sermon is on the priesthood of 
Christ. The very first sentence illustrates 
his style: 'Our great high priest has the 
names of believers engraved on three 
parts of his person: his heart, which shows 

us his infinite love; his shoulders, which 
reminds us of his everlasting strength; 
and his hands, which teaches us his 
unchangeable care'.
Preaching on humility he says: 'Of all the 
graces of the Spirit, not one is more easily 
impersonated than humility; and of all the 
sins that have entered the world, not one 
is more active than pride'.
Speaking of the need to prepare for death 
he states: 'At a distance we may think 
death is child's play, but when we meet it 
we change our minds'.
A further advantage of this volume is that 
the type is large, so it is easily read by 
those whose sight is diminishing.

Rev William Macleod

Developments in Biblical 
Counselling
J Cameron Fraser

Reformation Heritage Books, 
pbk, 124pp, £8.50

Cameron Fraser in this book defines and 
explains what Nouthetic Counselling 

is and then deals with some criticisms 
of the movement. He proceeds from 
there to outline developments in Biblical 
Counselling and ends by considering what 
can be learned from the Puritans on 
this subject. He provides a good, brief, 
introduction and a useful description of 
the developments which have taken place 
in the last fifty years. He writes more as a 
journalist than as an expert, but obviously 
has a thorough grasp of his subject.

Rev William Macleod

Gospel Truths For Today
Compiled by John M. Brentnall

published by author, 
bklts, 42pp (Series 1), 26pp (Series 2)

Gospel Truths For Today is a set of two 
booklets of twelve short chapters 

each containing a text or portion of 
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Scripture expounded and applied by one of the Puritans 
or Covenanters. Series 1 & 2 were selected and edited 
by John M. Brentnall and one assumes they are the fruit 
of his own personal reading and perusing of the Puritans 
and Covenanters. Something like I D E Thomas’ A Puritan 
Golden Treasury published by the Banner of Truth Trust, 
but on a much smaller scale. Both booklets are easy to read 
and would be an ideal starting point for a Christian who 
would like to be better acquainted with the Puritans and 
Covenanters. Each chapter begins with a very informative 
and interesting biographical paragraph of the Puritan or 
Covenanter, then a text and application from the writer. 
The booklets are available from John M Brentnall, 5 
Rosier Crescent, Swanwick, Derbyshire, DE55 1RS john@
ebrentnall.plus.com.

Rev Andrew Allan

The Christian Faith
Theodore Beza, translated by Rev James Clark

pbk, 112pp, £6.00, 
obtainable from translator, Copperfield House, Culloden 

Road, Inverness, IV2 5BP

This book was referred to in the review of Shawn D. 
Wright's book Theodore Beza: The Man and the Myth 

which appeared in the May 2016 issue of the Witness.
The Christian Faith has been out of print for a number of 
years but has recently been re-typeset and reprinted and is 
now available in an attractive and easy to read format. As 
such it provides readers with a useful introduction to the 
Reformed Faith.
According to Beza's own preface it was originally written 
for his own use, to help other enquirers and to answer 
some who were opposed to the Reformed faith through 
ignorance. It was not intended to replace Calvin's 
Catechism of the Church of Geneva, which Beza heartily 
recommended, but simply as an alternative presentation of 
the same truths.
The work follows the familiar (for its day) outline of the 
Apostles' Creed and has seven sections. Sections 1-4 deal 
with the Godhead: The Trinity; God the Father; Jesus Christ 
the Son of God and The Holy Spirit; while section 5 deals 
with The Church and section 6 with The Last Judgment. The 
final section is basically an exhortation to readers.
Somewhat surprisingly the section on the Holy Spirit forms 
the largest portion of the book (forty eight pages) and 
deals with both His person and work. Like the rest of the 
book this section is extremely practical and non-technical. 
It deals with issues such as How faith is necessary and what 
faith is? Remedy against the . . . temptation; Are we elect or 
not? and For what ends the Holy Spirit uses the preaching 
of the Law.
The next largest section (forty-five pages) is on the church 
and deals with many important issues such as: the marks 
of the church; the offices in the church; how to distinguish 
between true and false teachers; and many other matters 
besides.
For anyone wanting to read Beza this has to be the easiest 
place to begin. The work still has relevance as many of the 

questions raised and answered are issues which can still 
trouble us today. I would heartily recommend this useful 
little book. It would be of great help to anyone who desires 
to get a basic foundation in the Reformed faith or who 
wants to delve deeper into Biblical theology in a simple and 
non-technical way.

Rev Harry Woods

The Supreme Court's Decision on 
Sodomite “Marriage”

Brian Schwertley
Covenanted Reformation Press, bklt, 40pp, $3.95

The Supreme Court referred to here is the Supreme 
Court of the USA. The booklet is a refutation of the 

basic arguments used by that Supreme Court in their 
decision to accept homosexual 'marriage'. The booklet also 
deals with what went wrong in USA and what needs to be 
done. It contains a lengthy section listing and explaining the 
many serious health consequences which result from the 
practice of homosexuality. It is so obvious that our Creator 
did not intend us to engage in sodomy and that those 
who do suffer even in this life. Those who practise this 
perversion have, on average, much shorter lives. I thought 
this booklet would be specialised and uninteresting and 
so left it at the bottom of a pile of books needing to be 
reviewed. However, when I at last turned to it, I found it 
well-written, clear and profitable, full of helpful arguments 
for this country as well as America. 

Rev William Macleod

Journal of the Seminary of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing), 

Vol .2
Ed John W Keddie

pbk, 94pp, can be obtained from the editor

This second volume of the Free Church Seminary Journal 
builds on the good work done in the first volume. 

Each of the lecturers writes a substantial article. Rev John 
Morrison deals with the offices of Christ – Prophet, Priest 
and King. Rev Harry Woods in a practical article considers 
the challenge of a plentiful harvest but the scarcity of 
labourers, and the command of Christ to pray for the 
Lord to send forth labourers. Rev James Clark provides a 
thorough exegesis of the first five verses of John's Gospel. 
Rev John Keddie explains the role of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith as a bond of union between Christian 
believers, a means of affirming a united testimony to the 
world, a test for office-bearers, a basis of fellowship with 
other churches, a means of instruction within the church 
and a standard by which to judge the orthodoxy of other 
churches and Christians. Rev Gavin Beers provides a 
profitable exposition of theophanies in the Old Testament. 
Finally there is a reprint of an 1872 address to students of 
theology in New College by Professor George Smeaton 
on 'The True Preacher'. We recommend this volume to a 
wide readership.

Rev William Macleod
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News

On the evening of Friday 6th May, and in excellent 
weather, a congregation of over two hundred 

gathered in Leverburgh Free Church, kindly loaned 
for the occasion, to witness the induction of Rev Iain 
Smith to the Harris Congregation of the Free Church 
(Continuing). As well as many people from the islands, 
and some from the mainland, it was pleasing to see 
individuals present from other local congregations. Mr 
Smith, who is 65, is a native of Point. He was ordained 
and inducted as minister of Partick Free Church in 

1994, and after nine years in Glasgow ministered for 
twelve years in the Hobart (Tasmania) Congregation of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in Australia, before 
returning to Scotland last year. He was re-admitted to 
the Free Church (Continuing) by the Commission of 
Assembly at its meeting in October.
Public worship was conducted by Rev Alasdair Macleod, 
Minister of Knock & Point and Moderator of Presbytery, 
and included the singing of Psalms in both Gaelic and 
English. Mr Macleod took for his text Numbers 27:15-

Induction to Harris 
Report by Rev David Blunt
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Desk
17, in which Moses prayed that the Lord would set a 
man over the congregation of Israel, to lead them and 
guide them, 'that the congregation of the Lord be not 
as sheep which have no shepherd'. Mr Macleod stated 
that the authority for inducting a minister comes from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in His Word. He then dealt in 
turn with the need, role and gift of a Pastor, applying the 
lessons of the passage to the Harris Congregation, with 
suitable warmth, and giving appropriate encouragement. 
He concluded by saying that the Lord had now answered 
the prayers which the congregation had offered up 
over many years, and expressed the desire that their 
new under-shepherd would point them to the great 
Shepherd of the flock.
After the appointed questions had been put to Mr 
Smith and the questions had been duly answered and 
the Formula signed, the Moderator engaged in prayer 
and admitted Mr Smith to the pastoral charge of Harris. 
The new minister was then addressed by Rev Graeme 
Craig, Stornoway, who exhorted him from 1 Corinthians 
4:1-2. Mr Craig emphasised to Mr Smith that he was a 
Servant, under the authority of His Master Jesus Christ, 
and that he was to serve Christ by serving His Church. 
He was also a Steward, called to defend the truth and 
to assert it, feeding the Lord’s people, as one who must 
one day give an account. Rev David Blunt, North Uist & 
Grimsay, the former Interim-Moderator, then addressed 
the Congregation. Basing his remarks on 2 Thessalonians 
3:1, he said that they were to pray for their Pastor, that 
the Lord would bless him in his person, home and family, 
but especially in his preparation for the pulpit, that the 
Word preached by him would have 'free course' into 
their own hearts for their salvation and edification; in 
that way the Lord would be glorified among them.
Following the singing of Psalm 72:17-19 in Gaelic and the 
pronouncing of the Benediction, the congregation moved 
the short distance to the local school, where Mr Smith 
and his wife Mary, who hails from Stornoway, greeted 
everyone. Ample refreshments had been provided by 
the congregation and their willing helpers. After the 
Smiths had cut a cake decorated with the text of Psalm 
118:23, 'This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our 

eyes', numerous greetings were read out, including from 
Tasmania. Presentations were made to Mr & Mrs Smith 
and to their youngest son Christopher, who had travelled 
from Stirling for the event, and to Mr & Mrs Blunt. The 
congregation showed their appreciation of the duties 
carried out by the elders and their wives during the long 
vacancy, by making presentations to Mr & Mrs Kenneth 
Campbell and to Dr & Mrs Andrew Naylor.
Mr Smith thanked the congregation for calling him to 
be their minister and for their kind gifts, noting the 
affection in which the Harris Congregation is held by 
many who have visited at Communions and at other 
times over the years. He expressed the hope that God 
would show His favour once again in a day when there 

Above: Rev Iain & Mrs Mary Smith cut their cake
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is such a great departure from our precious Christian 
heritage. Mr Smith then called on two friends to speak: 
Rev Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort, the previous minister 
of the congregation, and Rev Greg MacDonald, minister 
of Cross. An uplifting evening was brought to a close 
with worship, including the singing of Psalm 133.
We are delighted to see the congregation finally settled 
after a twelve-year vacancy and we wish the Smiths 
every blessing as they settle into the congregation and 
the community. May the Lord prosper both Pastor and 
people in their spiritual marriage, bringing many souls to 
life and strengthening and comforting His dear people. 

Partick Church
The Partick congregation is delighted to announce 
that from June the congregation has been worshipping 
in new premises. After a time of discussion, reflection 
and prayer the congregation have reached a formal 
agreement with the Kirk Session of Partick United Free 
Church of Scotland to share their spacious and well 
appointed premises.
Partick FCC minister Rev Andrew R Allan said: 'We 
are delighted to enter into this agreement with the 

Partick UF congregation. We would like to thank their 
Interim Moderator, Rev Douglas Campbell and the 
Kirk Session for the Christian manner in which all 
our discussions have been conducted. We hope this 
arrangement will prove to be mutually beneficial to both 
congregations'. Mr Allan went on to say: 'We are actively 
involved in outreach and we hope and pray that having 
the use of other premises will help us in our mission'. 
He further added: 'We would also pay tribute to Pastor 
Robert White and the congregation of the Church of the 
Nazarene, whose premises we have been sharing since 
January 2013. We have enjoyed an excellent relationship 
with them, having been given almost unrestricted 
access and are only leaving because their premises no 
longer suit our needs'.
The times of the regular services will not change, being 
at 1:00pm and 6:30pm on the Lord’s Day and 7:30pm 
on Wednesday. The address of the new place of worship 
is 2-4 Thornwood Terrace, Partick, G11 7QZ, which is 
not far from where we have recently been worshipping 
and closer to our original place of worship on Crow 
Road.

Black Watch Appeal
Derick Gillies

It is hard to believe that seven years have 
passed since the Black Watch's first tour in 

September 2009 to Afghanistan. Five of their 
number did not come home from that tour. I 
remember the sombre mood at Fort George 
among those packing the boxes of the fallen. 
At that time, God put it into my heart to 
start an appeal through our Denomination, to 
raise money to send out practical goods with 
Christian literature. The question was would 
there be enough money raised to cover the 
cost!

Below: The Partick UF Church

Above: The reception for the Smiths in the School Hall, Leverburgh
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Under the hand of God we as a Church more than 
covered the cost. The money raised was enough to 
send out goods for their second tour of duty. From 
the commanding officer down to private soldiers, 
letters were received with heartfelt thanks, some also 
personally conveyed when they finished their tour, back 
at Fort George. 
Still with money left, we as a Church were able to help 
some families. Having moved job, I have lost contact 
with 3 Scots (Black Watch). There was still money left, 
amounting to £980.93. So I spoke to Mr Angus Macmillan, 
our Church's General Treasurer, and it was decided to 
put the rest of the money towards SASRA (Soldiers’ and 
Airmen’s Scripture Readers' Association). The person 
I  donated the money to was Roddy Macleod, himself a 
veteran of Northern Ireland and of the first Gulf War. 
Roddy has worked for over ten years with SASRA as a 
Scripture Reader and has moved up north to his new 
area, working with 3 Scots (Black Watch) at Fort George 
and 39 Engineer Regiment at Kinloss Barracks. Roddy is 
married to Esther and has two boys, Samuel and Timothy.  

China Persecution 
E Kendal

Yang Maodong (49) is a Christian human rights lawyer 
and religious liberty advocate in China. Yang was 

first arrested in 2006, tortured and sentenced to five 
years in prison. Released in 2011, Yang was rearrested in 
2013 and sentenced in November 2015 to another six 
years in prison. As a survivor of torture, Yang's health 
is precarious. When Yang's sister, a medical doctor, 
visited him on 26 April she found him in a critical, 
deteriorating and fearful state. When Yang's lawyers 
visited him on 6 May, he was dragged away after only 
two minutes. Requests for medical care are being denied. 
He is bleeding internally and his sister is convinced that, 
without appropriate medical care, he will die. Please pray 
for Yang Maodong, for China and its Christian prisoners.  

Sudan Persecution 
E Kendal

The Government of Sudan's genocidal jihad against 
the Christian Nuba of South Kordofan has now 

entered its sixth year. Heavy aerial bombardment of 
residential and farming areas in the Nuba Mountains has 
forced thousands to flee. Those who remain, as the rain 
sets in, now closing roads, face serious food insecurity. 
An EU deal providing Khartoum with $112 million to 
help curb migration – regardless of human rights – will 
doubtless embolden the regime which will read the 
move as a green light to escalate war and persecution. In 
this context we learn that imprisoned Sudanese Church 
of Christ leaders, Kwa Shamaal and Hassan Abdelrahim 
Tawor, may both be facing 'national security charges' 
carrying the death penalty. Please pray for Sudan's 
oppressed and persecuted Christians.  

Pakistan Persecution 
E Kendal

On 19 April Imran Masih (28), an illiterate Christian 
janitor living in Chak 44 in Punjab's Mandi 

Bahauddin District, was accused of blasphemy. Though 
Imran has fled, the Muslims of Chak 44 are demanding 
that the Christians deliver him up so they can burn him 
alive. Otherwise, the Christians must convert to Islam 
or leave the village. The local mosques have organised 
a boycott of the village's 45 Christian families, leaving 
them without food, water or work. Convinced the 
blasphemy accusation is false, the police have refused to 
register a case against Imran. On 6 May they prevented 
an organised mob from burning down the Christians' 
homes. Tensions are soaring; the situation is volatile. 
Please pray for Imran. Pray for Pakistan and may its 
Christians know liberty, security and justice.  

College of Midwives support Abortion 
Christian Institute

Abortion can never be seen as 'wrong', and the rights 
of the unborn child should not be a consideration, 

the leader of the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) has 
said. Cathy Warwick spoke out after a week of fierce 
criticism over the RCM’s backing of a campaign to allow 
abortion up to birth for any reason. Britain’s largest 
single abortion provider, the British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service (BPAS), is leading the campaign. Warwick has 
also been under fire because she is the Chairman of 
BPAS alongside being Chief Executive of the RCM. In an 
interview with The Telegraph, she denied any right of the 
unborn child in questions around abortion: 'The woman 
is the person who has rights within the framework that 
we currently practise in and I think we have to focus on 
the woman'. Warwick was also asked if there are any 
times when an abortion could be seen as wrong. 'Well, I 
would say no', she said.
It is amazing that someone who should be concerned for 

Above: Roddy Macleod, SASRA
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the survival and health of babies should come out so vocally 
against the rights of the unborn child. What a cruel society 
we live in when such comments, calling for the widespread 
murder of children in the womb, are tolerated!

Kirk ministers in same-sex marriages 
Christian Institute

The Church of Scotland has voted to allow its 
ministers and deacons to be in same-sex marriages. 

The General Assembly voted by 339 to 215 to extend 
last year’s decision to recognise ministers and deacons 
in civil partnerships, to cover gay marriages as well. 
During a debate at the annual meeting several ministers 
stood up to oppose the move, which has caused serious 
division in recent years.
Rev Andrew McGowan, of Inverness East Church of 
Scotland, said that allowing ministers to continue 
to serve in the church when they are in a same-
sex marriage 'stands contrary to the plain teaching 
of Scripture. This matter has decimated the Church. 
Thousands of members and adherents have left the 
Church, sometimes whole congregations. This has been 
particularly damaging in the Highlands and Islands', he 
added.
Since 2008, 25 ministers have left the denomination due 
to discussions over ministers who are in homosexual 
relationships. Several large congregations, such as St 
George’s Tron in Glasgow and Gilcomston South in 
Aberdeen, have come out altogether.
The Kirk claims that the move 'does not compromise 
the Church’s traditional view of marriage as a union 
between one man and one woman'. Under the new 
policy, individual congregations will be able to 'opt out' 
of the Church’s conventional stance on marriage and 
appoint ministers in same-sex relationships. A statement 
on the Kirk’s website said the vote will 'update Church 
law to keep pace with Scots Law'.
Speaking at a press conference, former moderator of 
the Kirk, the Very Rev John Chalmers, claimed: 'We 
had a debate which made very clear that we were not 
interfering with our theological definition of marriage'. 
He added: 'I hope we have now put this issue to one 
side and we can now get on with what I believe are 
important issues'.
What could be more important than God's law, Scripture and 
marriage as instituted by God? The idea that this decision is 
not interfering with their theological definition of marriage is 
like saying that black and white are the same. The Church of 
Scotland is in rebellion against the Word of God by happily 
accepting those whom the Bible describes as immoral and 
making them not just members but ministers and shepherds 
of the flock. This is not just a minor fault which can be 
overlooked but a serious rejection of God’s Word and biblical 
morality. What does God think of such evil?
Paul demands that the immoral must be delivered unto 

Satan for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit may be 
saved (1Cor.5:5). He warns that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump (v6). A little immorality tolerated pollutes the 
whole church. He demanded drastic radical action in getting 
rid of the openly immoral, otherwise the so-called 'Church' 
was just a 'company of fornicators' (v9) from which true 
Christians must separate themselves.
How can a person be a member of the Church of Scotland, 
receiving its benefits, and not share its guilt? The Church of 
Scotland is not a mere association of independent churches. 
It is a unit, ruled by Presbyteries and General Assembly. 
As a unit they have decided that those who practise what 
is abominable to the Lord can be leaders of the church 
of Christ. Many have left because they do not wish to be 
associated with this wickedness. Those who remain share 
in the guilt. Paul demands with regard to an immoral man, 
'Put away from among yourselves that wicked person' 
(1Cor.5:13). He states, 'Come out from among them and be 
ye separate' (2Cor.6:17). John says, 'If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him 
God speed is  partaker of his evil deeds’ (2Jn.10). Jesus says 
to the Church at Thyatira which tolerated immorality 'I will 
cast her into a bed … and I will kill her children with death' 
(Rev.2:22-23) and to the church in Laodicea:  'I will spew 
thee out of my mouth' (Rev.3:16). There are good people 
in the Church of Scotland and good ministers, but she has 
become a Babylon and God says 'Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and 
God hath remembered her iniquities' (Rev.18:4-5). There is a 
judgment day coming not just for the wicked but for those 
who tolerate gross immorality in the house of God.

St George's Tron Church, Glasgow
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Recently I read this striking story. It sets out in a true 
light how easily people will be brought, in times of 
danger, to believe in a God, and a God of justice 

too, though they have denied Him before. 
In the backwoods of Canada, there resided a godly 
minister, who, one evening, went out to meditate, as 
Isaac did, in the fields. He came on a space cleared, 
and trees laid down to make a platform, and upon it a 
speaker addressing a crowd. He thought to himself: ‘I have 
stumbled on a company of people who, in this dark forest, 
have assembled to worship God, and some minister 
is preaching to them, at this late hour of the evening, 
concerning the kingdom of God and His righteousness’, 
but, to his surprise and horror, when he came nearer, he 
found a young man declaiming against God, daring the 
Almighty to do His worst upon him, speaking terrible 
things in wrath against the justice of the Most High, and 
venturing most bold and awful assertions concerning his 
own disbelief in a future state! 
It was altogether a strange scene. It was lighted up by 
pine knots which cast a glare here and there, while the 
thick darkness in other places still reigned. The people 
were intent on listening to the speaker; and, when he sat 
down, thunders of applause were given to him, each one 
seeming to try to equal or excel the other in his praise. 
Thought the minister: ‘I must not let this pass. I must 
rise and speak. The honour of my God and His cause 
demands it’. But he feared to speak, for he knew not what 
to say, having come there suddenly; but he would have 
ventured, had not something else occurred. 
A man of middle height, hale and strong, rose, and, 
leaning on a staff, he said: ‘My friends, I have a word to 
speak to you tonight. I am not about to refute any of the 
arguments of the speaker; I shall not criticise his style; 
I shall say nothing concerning what I believe to be the 
blasphemies he has uttered; but I shall simply relate to 

you a fact, and, after I have done that, you shall draw your 
own conclusions. 
Yesterday I walked by the side of yonder river. I saw 
on its floods a young man in a boat. The boat was 
unmanageable. It was going fast towards the rapids. He 
could not use the oars, and I saw that he was not capable 
of bringing the boat to the shore. I saw that young man 
wring his hands in agony. Before long he gave up the 
attempt to save his life, kneeled down, and cried with 
desperate earnestness: 'Oh, God, save my soul! If my 
body cannot be saved, save my soul!' I heard him confess 
that he had been a blasphemer. I heard him vow that, 
if his life were spared, he would never be such again. I 
heard him implore the mercy of heaven for Jesus Christ's 
sake, and earnestly plead that he might be washed in His 
blood. These arms saved that young man from the flood. 
I plunged in, brought the boat to shore and saved his life. 
That same young man has just now addressed you, and 
cursed his Maker. What say you to this, sirs?’ 
The speaker sat down. You may guess what a shudder ran 
through the young man himself, and how the audience 
in one moment changed their notes, and saw that, after 
all, whilst it was a fine thing to brag and boast against 
Almighty God on dry land and when danger was distant,  
it was not quite so grand to think evil of Him when near 
the verge of the grave. 
We believe that where conscience is listened to, it will 
convince that God must punish sin, and that in every 
proud scorner's heart the words of Scripture, sooner 
or later, will find an awful echo: ‘God is angry with the 
wicked every day. If he turn not, He will whet His sword’ 
(Psalm 7:11, 12). ‘How long, ye simple ones, will ye love 
simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and 
fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold, I 
will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you’ (Proverbs 1. 22,23). 

A Scoffer Silenced
(Friendly Companion, January 2013)

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God (Psalm 53:1)
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  CENTRAL      ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
         BUILDING FUND 2016 2016 2015
  YTD 2016 June     To June    To June

Presbytery of Inverness     
Aberdeen  0 1,300 10,725 10,749
Duthil-Dores  10,575 2,198 15,067 15,230
Inverness   0 1,800 16,553 14,142
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 10,683 10,861
Poolewe & Aultbea  269 957 5,728 6,145
Total Inverness  10,844 7,655 58,756 57,126
       
Northern Presbytery     
Assynt & Scourie  310 0 810 965
Brora   130 0 8,427 10,055
Kiltearn   63 1,000 4,974 4,808
Tarbat   0 1,500 11,050 5,978
Total Northern  503 2,500 25,261 21,805
 
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   248 334 4,941 4,955
Ayr   0 900 6,718 6,280
Dumfries   0 0 200 100
Edinburgh  10,198 1,150 14,001 15,603
Glasgow - Partick  5,096 1,200 11,200 11,800
Glasgow - Shettleston 5 1,000 13,288 14,794
Glasgow - Knightswood 28 2,000 14,546 13,707
Rothesay   0 0 130 2,000
Total  Southern  15,574 6,584 65,024 69,239

       
Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   0 1,898 11,136 10,863
Harris - Leverburgh  148 1,350 9,895 9,809
Harris - Scalpay  0 2,000 14,749 12,845
Knock & Point  0 1,500 10,010 10,005
North Uist  1,888 1,000 7,011 6,916
Stornoway  1,808 5,418 47,163 44,956
Total Outer Hebrides 3,843 13,166 99,964 95,395
       
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale & Duirinish 50 1,450 10,218 6,100
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 0 2,000 7,605 6,900
Lochalsh   150 1,750 8,106 7,570
Strath   20 1,500 4,702 3,338
Portree   0 1,808 7,808 7,200
Snizort   1,104 1,500 15,351 14,164
Total Skye/Lochcarron 1,324 10,008 53,790 45,272

Smiths Falls  0  1,000 

Total Congregations  32,088 39,913 303,795 288,836

Other Donations   0 2,733 11,515 15,342
Legacy   0 0 1,000 0

TOTAL   32,088 42,646 316,309 304,178
Included in the above:     
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid 2,721  67,035 58,511

Congregational Remittances - June 2016

The 64th Free Church School in Theology takes 
place from 5th to 8th September 2016 (DV) at the 
usual venue Carronvale House, Larbert.

The 2016 speakers and subjects have now been set and 
include: 
Rev Alasdair J Macleod – 'Alexander Henderson and the 
Second Reformation'; Rev E Trevor Kirkland – 'Loving 
God for His own sake'; Rev John J Murray – 'Analysis of 
Highland Spirituality'; Rev David Silversides – 'Church and 
Satan’s Devices', Rev Graeme Craig – 'Christ in Psalm 
116'; Rev Dr. Bill Schweitzer – 'Implications of the two 
wills in Christ', and Rev A R Allan – '1 Corinthians 12 and 
Ministry in the Body of Christ'.
Also in the programme are daily prayer meetings, 
devotionals and evening worship sessions, and a 

Missionary spot when Rev John L Goldby will speak on 
Jewish Evangelism.
The school has a reputation of being a relaxed and 
informal gathering where men gather from all over 
the UK and beyond to enjoy a time of stimulation, 
encouragement and fellowship around the Word of God 
in a delightful and congenial location.
Bookings can be made online by visiting the School's 
website www.schoolintheology.org.uk and following 
the instructions. Alternatively, a Booking Form may be 
downloaded from the site or obtained from the Secretary, 
Rev Andrew R Allan, 23 Kingfisher Drive, Glasgow, G13 
4QA, Tel: 0141 328 1707, secretary@schoolintheology.
org.uk and returned to the Secretary to book your place.
The date of the 2017 School has been set for the 4th to 
7th September 2017 (DV).

School in Theology, 2016
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Dear Friends,

Greetings from Sri Lanka.
 
We are very thankful to Ceylon Christian Care (CCC) 
for helping in the provision of finance for many practical 
things for our church and also for other charity work 
among the people of our country. 

1 . Preschool 
It is a tremendous help that CCC are providing the finance 
for a preschool in the Vavuniya area. This year around 25 
children are pupils there. The village people very much 
appreciate this ministry and we are using this to bring 
the Gospel to that village. Last month our church young 
folk went with the gospel message around that village and 
met people from every house. They invited them to our 
gospel meeting and around three new people from that 
village came for the meeting. We have a good reputation 
in the local primary schools where students from our 
preschool proceed to study. We hear a good report and 
that assures us that the teachers are doing well. Also 
we receive a good report from the families, that they 
appreciate the excellent behaviour of their children.

2 . Diaconal Work
a. Disabled people: We are helping two disabled children 
in Vavuniya. Their family very much appreciate this help. 
They want to say thank you. 
b. Education help: We are helping ten students gain 
education. They are from a very poor background. Most 
of them are studying well and are very regular in their 
classes. The families of these students are also very happy 
with the way we are concerned for their children.
c. Charity: We are helping some needy people and 

widows. Sometimes, for example, we provide medical 
help for poor people. 

3 . Church Ministry 
a. Sabbath School: Around 60 to 70 children are coming 
to our Sabbath School regularly. We are teaching basic 
Bible truths to them. During the last two months the 
attendance has not been so good because extra classes 
are being held on Sunday in the day-schools. We are 
continually inviting other children to the Sabbath School. 
b. Bible School: Our Bible school is going well by the 
grace of God. Local pastors are coming and studying 
Reformed doctrine. Many of them are now teaching 
Reformed doctrines in their churches and some of 
them have been thrown out of their churches for this. 
We now have fifteen students attending. We have three 
local lecturers including myself teaching in the school 
and are further helped by pastors who are visiting from 
abroad. Last week, Rev J J Lim from Singapore visited and 
lectured on the book of Hosea. It was very useful and the 
students received much benefit from this study. 
c. Mullaitheevu Mission: There are now around 25 
people coming to worship God in the morning and 
around twelve people coming in the evening. The house 
is full sometimes. We are doing evangelism and helping 
some poor and needy people in the area. One of our 
friends from Australia, Mr Daniel Tanner, is helping with 
evangelism there.
A grant from CCC helped one disabled man to finish 
building his house and Rev J J Lim came for the opening 
event. The wife of the disabled man was really happy and 
we are thankful to CCC for this help.

Please pray for us and we will be praying for you. 
Rev S N Partheepan

Update from Sri Lanka
Rev S N Partheepan



“Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; 
and we shall be saved.”

Psalm 80:19
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General Assembly 2016 inside Liberton Kirk
(Courtesy of Rev Andrew Allan)




