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The most gifted evangelist can convert no-one. 
Regeneration is a work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
said, 'That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit' (Jn.3:6-8). 
There is a vast difference between revival and revivalism. 
Revivalism is a work of man, gifted personalities gathering 
crowds, stirring up emotions, persuading men and 
women to record decisions and leaving little in the 
way of transformed lives and God-fearing communities 
behind. Revival is when God comes down. Here are ten 
distinguishing features of true revival.

1  True revival is a work of the Holy Spirit
A genuine revival is produced only when the Spirit 
comes down in power. Robe had been minister of 
Kilsyth for thirty years and saw little to encourage him. 
McCulloch, his neighbouring minister in Cambuslang, 
was regarded generally as being a boring preacher. 
Then in 1742 the Spirit began to move and everything 
changed. Robe experienced great power and men and 
women hung on every word from McCulloch's lips. On 
the valley of dead bones (Ezek.37) the Spirit began to 
blow and a mighty army arose for God.

2  The Spirit stirs to prayer
Normally revival is preceded by special prayer. Sometimes 
just one or two individuals initially are given a burden 
of prayer. Then others are affected and more prayer 

meetings are set up. People say we have to pray down 
a revival. It is certainly our duty to pray but we cannot 
even pray as we should without God's help. Special 
earnest and persistent prayer is itself a result of revival. 
It is the prayer which comes down from above that will 
ascend with great earnestness and efficacy. A lunchtime 
prayer-meeting held in a church on Fulton Street, New 
York in 1857 grew and grew till there was no room in 
the church for the crowds who came. It then spread to 
other churches and to other cities. The result was the 
1858-59 Revival which spread from America to Ireland 
to Scotland to Wales to England and to many other 
places. Hundreds of thousands were saved.

3  Conviction of sin
Revival normally starts with professing Christians. There 
must be life there to be revived. The 1907 Revival in 
Korea is a clear example of God moving men with deep 
conviction of sin, followed by genuine repentance. When 
the Spirit came down one after another came forward 
and confessed their sin and cried for forgiveness and 
mercy. They confessed hatred of one another, lust, 
stealing etc. Some fell to the floor and beat the ground 
with their fists pleading for mercy. Following the revival 
in Belfast in the nineteen-twenties under the preaching 
of W P Nicholson a special warehouse had to be opened 
in the shipyards to receive the stolen goods which were 
now returned.

4 Preaching with power
The Spirit uses the Word. The letter kills but the Spirit 
gives life. Paul declares to the Thessalonians, 'For our 

True Revival is a Work of the Spirit
Fairy Bridge, Isle of Skye
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gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance' 
(1Thess.1:5). Vast multitudes gathered to hear Whitefield 
in the open-air and were moved like corn before the 
wind. As Roderick Macleod preached at Fairy Bridge in 
the Island of Skye half the island gathered to hear him. 
He challenged them as he preached on the verse, 'Thy 
Maker is thy husband' and pleaded, 'Will you go home 
without Christ?' They remained for hours in the open-
air crying to the Lord for mercy.

5  Many converted
At the Kirk of Shotts in 1630 it is reckoned that some 
500 were converted through one sermon. Rev John 
Livingstone, one of the youngest ministers present, was 
asked to preach on the Monday of a communion. Great 
crowds had gathered for the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. Many had remained all night praying in the fields. 
Livingstone felt himself totally inadequate and, at one 
point, set off walking to escape preaching. Convicted of 
his duty he returned. As the sermon drew to a close, 
some rain began to fall and the people started to cover 
themselves, but he asked the multitude gathered if they 
were ready for the day when God would rain down fire 
and brimstone. He felt constrained to preach with great 
power for another hour and many were born again.

6  The whole community stirred
When God comes in revival it is not just the church 
which is affected but the fear of God comes down upon 
the whole community. In the Island of Skye where the 
Sabbath in the early years of the nineteenth century was 
a day for sport and pleasure, the effect of the revival was 
such that the Sabbath became a day of rest and worship 
even for the unconverted. Roderick Macleod noted that 
when a shepherd went up the hills to bring a few sheep 
down many sheep are stirred and run about. After a 
while they settle back down. It is like that in revival; 
many are awakened, but not all are converted. Those 
who were stirred and yet remained unconverted can be 
hardened by the experience.

7  Some of the greatest sinners are saved
God's grace is irresistible and this is clearly demonstrated 
in revival. Immoral women and great drunkards are 
converted and their lives totally transformed. Some who 
came to mock remained to pray. When John Berridge 
was preaching in the open air on one occasion a man 
had hidden under the table on which he stood, intending 
in the middle of the sermon, when the preacher was 
in full flow, to tip over the table. However he was so 
convicted by the Spirit that he remained where he 
was till the end of the sermon and, when Berridge had 
concluded, he crawled out confessing his sin and craving 
pardon.

8  Not under the command of any man
William Chalmers Burns was used mightily by God in 

bringing revival to Kilsyth, Dundee, Perth, Aberdeen 
and other places around Scotland. For a time, wherever 
he preached, God was powerfully blessing the Word. 
By 1843 the revival appeared over as people gave 
themselves to church disputes and the needed stand 
against patronage and the state's attempts to rule the 
church. Burns left for two years’ ministry in Canada. 
When he returned to Scotland the crowds still gathered 
to hear him but the power to save was largely gone.

9  God can use ordinary men
Revival first came to Lewis in the 1820s. Preparation 
for the work was done by the Gaelic schoolmasters 
who taught the people to read using the Scriptures in 
their own language. In 1824 Rev Alexander Macleod, a 
native of Stoer, was inducted to the parish of Uig. He 
was reputed to be a very ordinary preacher but God's 
Spirit came down upon him and his preaching shook the 
whole island. The transformation which took place then 
is still felt today. He left Uig to minister in Lochalsh and 
then Rogart but the power was gone and he returned 
to be a very ordinary preacher once more. The glory 
must go to God for His work. The words of Knox with 
regard to the revival which we call the Reformation are 
thrilling: 'God gave his Holy Spirit to simple men in great 
abundance'. Surely this is what we need today!

10  The Spirit works through preaching
We live in a day when many gimmicks are used to 
get people into the church and keep them there. It is 
interesting to look at the notice boards or websites of 
busy churches. Activities such as dancing, slimming clubs, 
keep fit, yoga and bingo predominate. Church services 
aim to entertain and make people feel good. The music, 
the lighting, the seating and the smiling worship-leader 
are user-friendly. The story-telling, relaxed, casually-
dressed, joking preacher gives his short homily to 
affirm and encourage. In contrast, Paul states to the 
Corinthians: 'And I, brethren, when I came to you, came 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power' (1Cor.2:1-4). 
Earlier he had said, 'It pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe' (1Cor.1:21). 
At the Reformation the printing and publishing of the 
Scriptures in the language of the people was critical. 
Then it was the simple preaching of that Word which 
turned the world upside-down.

'Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou 
wouldest come down' (Is.64:1)! We desperately need 
revival.
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The Sufferings of Christ Considered in Terms 
of His Holy Emotions 

All Christ’s sufferings should be considered atoning. 
Why else could a sinless Son of Man suffer but in 
satisfying the justice of God as a substitute since 

God is just by nature and practice? 
a  The whole of Christ's life  The whole of his life 
was a life of suffering, even as a boy. Christ was without 
sin. None of the other boys were without sin. They were 
all sinners, all the other children, all the adults, everybody 
around him. 
We can compare Christ to Lot. We are told of Lot that 
his righteous soul was vexed with the filthy conversation 
of the wicked (2Pet.2:7-8). Lot was a very imperfect child 
of God and obviously so. Even so, his righteous soul was 
vexed. What then must it have been for the sinless Son 
of Man from his youth up to be surrounded by sinners? 
Christ’s whole life must have entailed vexation of soul. 
Christ suffered 'the miseries of this life'. He did not have 
a fallen nature. He was made in the likeness of sinful 
flesh but he was without sin, holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners. But he knew the frailty, the 

physical frailty, that God's curse upon man for his sin 
entailed, though he had no sin of his own. Thus we read 
that he was wearied and sat down on the well before he 
went on to speak to the woman of Samaria (Jn.4:6). He 
was not just pretending to be weary – he was weary. The 
next time you are weary, remember, the Lord Jesus, the 
Son of God manifest in the flesh, was weary. This entailed 
an effect upon his feelings. Suffering presupposes feelings. 
b  The unbelief of his brethren – ‘neither did his 
brethren believe on him’ – those most close to him, they 
did not believe. Was that not an occasion of great grief 
to the Lord Jesus? 
c  The hatred and unbelief of the Jews  It 
was a cause of both indignation and compassion. It 
provoked in him a holy anger and yet when he saw the 
city he wept over it. Of course, he was not deceived by 
the early superficial enthusiasm of those who thought 
he was going to fulfil their wrong, self-righteous idea 
of the Messiah, that he would come and deliver Israel 
from their enemies and show the world that Israel was 
righteous. He was not deceived by their early ignorant 
zeal due to their entertaining a completely wrong idea 

The Emotional Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Part III

Rev David Silversides
(Loughbrickland Reformed Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland)

The substance of an address given at the Free Church School in Theology, Larbert, in 2006. 
Last month Mr Silversides noted the occasions of Christ’s emotions being affected.
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of the kind of Christ he was. He knew what was in man 
and did not commit himself to them. When they wanted 
to make him a King, he passed from amongst them. But 
as they began to see the kind of Christ that he really was, 
as they began to realise that he wasn’t going to fulfil their 
completely wrong ideas, the malice of the unrenewed 
heart boiled up and that surely was an affliction to the 
emotions of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
d  Judas’ betrayal  Though Christ knew who would 
betray him, it was still a cause of distress. Part of Psalm 
41:9 was fulfilled, 'Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom 
I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his 
heel against me’. When this verse is quoted in John 13:18, 
the words ‘in whom I trusted’, are not included because, 
although David was deceived by Ahithophel, Christ was 
not deceived by Judas. But it is a great mistake to think 
that this rendered the betrayal painless. The betrayal was 
still an affliction to the emotions of Christ. 
e  The unbelief of his disciples  This caused pain. 
They were slow of heart to believe. Their sinful self-
confidence left them squabbling over who would be the 
greatest in the kingdom. Peter, with all his superficial 
bravado, failed. They could not watch with him one hour 
in the garden. 'Then all the disciples forsook him and 
fled' (Mt.26:56). Peter denied him. Christ was isolated. 
He looked for comforters but there were none.
f  The agony in Gethsemane  But how do we 
understand Christ’s great expression of feeling, his 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane? He was going 
to drink the cup which the Father was giving him. But 
yet the anticipated sufferings that caused this agony 
and the sweating, as it were, great drops of blood, are 
not explicable in terms simply of his physical suffering. 
His physical sufferings were great and were part of the 
atonement. But that doesn’t explain the greatness of 
Christ’s agony. 
Mere sinful men have faced great physical suffering 
without agonising and sweating in this way. The martyrs 
particularly did not agonise like this. Some struggled but 
others did not. Why did Christ agonise in the garden 
when some of his servants have not agonised in such 
a way? The answer is because his sufferings were not 
simply physical, great though those physical sufferings 
were. The suffering which he anticipated was the bearing 
of the wrath of God in his soul as well as the body. God's 
wrath reaches both; for unforgiven sinners, he will cast 
'soul and body' into Hell (Mt.10:28). Christ was to lose 
the comforts of the Spirit. He was to be forsaken and 
it was this that accounts for the intensity of his agony. 
It was this too that accounts for the angel of God 
appearing strengthening him (Lk.22:43); strengthening, 
that is, his physical body so that he should not die until 
he had borne the wrath of God on the cross of Calvary 
in its full measure. [This is within the scope of the role of 
angels. They sometimes brought messages from God, but 

otherwise, though not physical beings themselves, they 
ministered in the physical realm (Mt.4:11), direct access 
to men's souls not being within their appointed role as 
'ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation' (Heb1:14)]. 
We now begin to get a glimpse of what lay behind his 
being 'sore amazed' and 'exceeding sorrowful'. Nothing 
but his bearing the full wages of sin in soul and body 
begins to explain it. We more easily understand his 
physical sufferings and no doubt this explains their 
prominence in Scripture, but the greater part of his 
sufferings were unseen. 
We must grasp that the liberal churchmen, in their denial 
of the reality of God's wrath, do not understand the love 
of God. They see themselves as the custodians of the 
doctrine of Divine love compared to evangelicals who 
believe in Hell. And we are far too prone to speak of 
it as a matter of balance, as if to say, 'we believe in the 
love of God also but we believe in the justice of God 
too'. This concedes too much. The matter is even more 
serious than that. The liberal does not even understand 
the love of God of which he talks so much. ‘Herein is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be a propitiation for our sins' (IJn.4:10). 
A propitiation, that is a bearing of wrath! If there is no 
wrath, then where is the Divine love in its greatness 
and its grandeur? The denial of the reality of damnation 
renders any real understanding of God's love impossible. 
God 'sparing not' his own Son is reduced to a mere 
gesture.
Christ’s trial and crucifixion  What did it do to 
the emotions of Christ? Keep in mind that Christ was 
perfectly sin-sensitive. We are not. We can see sin and 
it doesn’t affect us as it ought. We aren’t vexed as we 
ought to be. We get complacent and we get used to sin, 
including even visible sin. Some new form of public sin 
appears and, at first, we are aghast. A few months later 
and it doesn’t bother us so much. 
There was no such compromise with sin in Christ. His 
holy soul never got used to sin in that way. His was a 
perfectly sin-sensitive soul. The contradiction of sinners 
entailed the contradiction of all that he was, of all his 
offices. There was nothing of Christ’s offices that was 
not contradicted. He is our Prophet, Priest and King. 
They blindfolded him and they smote him on the face. 
‘Prophesy unto us! Who is it that smote thee, if thou be 
the Christ?’ They ridiculed his prophetic office. 
His priestly office was ignored. Why was Christ on the 
cross? Because as our great High Priest he was offering 
himself a ransom for many. 'I lay down my life for the 
sheep…. Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
commandment have I received of my Father' (Jn.10:15-
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18). But what did his enemies say? ‘If he be the King of 
Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we 
will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of 
God' (Mt.27:42-43). They mocked and his priestly work 
was not in all their thoughts. Even the sympathy of the 
women of Jerusalem who lamented was a sympathy of 
unbelief. They were treating him as simply a man suffering 
and their feelings were stirred. But it was an unbelieving 
sympathy and he said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children’ 
(Lk.23:28). 
Above all, perhaps, his kingly office was derided. Herod’s 
men of war, Pilate’s soldiers, the reed as a mock sceptre, 
the crown of thorns, the robe, the theatrical bowing, Jew 
and Gentile joined together in despising Christ's kingship. 
What did Pilate do with Christ’s kingship? He shrugged 
his shoulders, so to speak, and ignored it in favour of 
preferred ignorance, taking refuge in the pretence that 
absolute truth is unobtainable; 'What is truth? And when 
he had said this, he went out again…' (Jn.18:38). Then he 
abused Christ's kingship to show his contempt for the 
Jews. They hated Christ. Pilate despised them and so he 
takes the opportunity to ridicule them. When the Jews 
suddenly became enthusiasts for Caesar's kingship, if 
that's what it took to get Pilate to crucify our Lord Jesus, 
he declares to the Jews, 'Behold your king!' ‘Shall I crucify 
your King?’ (Jn.19:14-15).
Pilate was confronted by the Jews about his superscription. 
'Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write 
not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King 
of the Jews. Pilate answered, What I have written I 
have written' (Jn.19:21-22). Pilate was using our Lord 
Jesus to show his contempt for the Jews and that’s 
why he wouldn’t change it. We also agree with those 
writers who believe that the two thieves on either side 
were mock attendants. It was part of Pilate’s sarcasm. 
And Christ, who was perfectly sin-sensitive, perfectly 

susceptible to holy vexation by sin, was surrounded by 
all of this.
There was the darkness. Light was created on the first 
day of creation, the oldest of gifts in time. Darkness 
was showing that God was judging. They took away 
his clothes, that earliest of gifts after the Fall – the 
shame inflicted on Christ! He was being treated as in 
possession of no rights whatever. But above all Christ 
cried, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ 
This is the climax of Christ’s sufferings in his emotions. 
He cries, ‘My God, my God', as the conscious keeper of 
the Covenant of Life. ‘Why hast thou forsaken me?’ – 
because he was the Mediator of the 'Covenant of Grace'. 
And God was saying to the Substitute, ‘Lo-ammi, not my 
people!’ (Hos.1:9). He was pouring out his wrath and yet 
Christ still perfectly loved God. 
He still sinlessly, completely loved God with his whole 
heart and soul and mind and strength. And yet he was 
denied utterly the light of his countenance. We love God 
feebly as the God of our salvation. We experience his 
hiding of his face by way of chastening. Christ perfectly 
loved the God of his damnation and he who was his 
chiefest joy was judicially thrusting him away. 
Never was there such a pure desire so utterly denied. 
The One who had said at the grave of Lazarus, ‘I knew 
that thou hearest me always', now says, ‘I cry unto 
thee and thou answerest not'. There never was in this 
world sorrow as his sorrow. People foolishly talk about 
someone suffering ‘Hell on earth'. Nonsense! The only 
One who has ever suffered Hell on earth was Christ. 
Others will suffer Hell in Hell, but only the foretaste on 
earth. But Christ suffered Hell, the full wages of sin, on 
this side of the grave. We may say, he suffered the second 
death before the first, and only Christ has ever done 
that. There was never anything like this. There never will 
be. 

To be continued

"Light was created on the first day of creation, the oldest of gifts in time. 
Darkness was showing that God was judging. "
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Knox in England

Having been called to preach the gospel, all was not 
to go smoothly for Knox. The Protestants in St 
Andrews were captured by the French, and Knox 

spent the next eighteen months in terrible conditions 
as a galley slave for the French navy. Eventually Knox 
was released – no one is quite sure why – and he 
made his way to England in 1549, now aged 35. Knox 
would spend the next ten years of his life ministering 
to English congregations, five of them in England and 
five on the continent in exile. The story of Knox in 
England is fascinating. Knox’s ability was recognised 
immediately and he was sent to Berwick to bring the 
Reformation to the still stubbornly Catholic North. He 
cut a swathe through the English church. He was soon 
debating Bishops on the danger of the Roman Mass, 
preaching before the King, being offered Bishoprics and 
influencing debates on the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Articles of the Church of England. The latter 
was much to the annoyance of Archbishop Cranmer! 
But Knox was never going to be an establishment man 
in England. He was too much of a prototypical Puritan 
to be a Bishop. And when the Reformation in England 
suffered its disastrous reversal in the death of Edward 
and the ascension of Mary to the throne, Knox once 
more had to flee.
However, it is fair to say that Knox’s five years in England 
impacted him greatly. He even fell in love with, and ended 
up marrying, an English girl! On the eve of his fleeing 
England for the continent Knox stated: 'I have thought it 
to be impossible … to have removed my affection from 
the realm of Scotland, that any realm or nation could 
have been equal dear to me. But I take to record in my 
conscience, that the troubles present (and appearing to 
be) in the realm of England are double more dolorous 
[marked by grief, sorrow or pain] unto my heart than 
ever were the troubles of Scotland'.
And again Knox’s and Calvin’s experiences overlap. 
Knox was not the only one to know exile and seeming 

defeat. Calvin of course had to flee his own homeland, 
and, unlike Knox, he was never to return, nor to see it 
won for Christ. Calvin also knew what it was to have 
his ministry cut short, having to leave Geneva in 1538 
for three years because of his faithfulness over the 
administration of the Lord’s Supper. Both Knox and 
Calvin put truth before consequences. The point here 
is that most of God’s servants are brought low before 
they are lifted up. This is a general pattern, you might say. 
Before exceptional usefulness there is trial and humbling. 
Jacob had his years of service in Padan-aram before he 
could return to the Promised Land, Moses had his forty 
years in the wilderness, and our Saviour had his forty 
days in the wilderness. And in keeping with this pattern 
both Knox and Calvin knew trials before God gave them 
success.
So in the lives of both these men we see the importance 
of continuance in the face of setbacks. To focus on 
Knox – how did he arrive at the Reformation of 1560 
in Scotland? Did it come easily? No. He was captured 
and had to spend eighteen months on a French galley 
ship. He had to flee England. He was a rejected pastor 
in Frankfurt. His 1555-6 preaching trip to Scotland 
produced no immediate fruit. And after the Reformation 
was life easy? No, there was the continual turmoil of a 
Catholic Queen, and an untrustworthy nobility. Knox 
knew suffering and setbacks. As Thomas Carlyle has said: 
'He bared his breast to the battle; had to row in French 
galleys, wander forlorn in exile, in clouds and storms; was 
censured, shot-at through his windows; had a right sore 
fighting life: if this world were his place of recompense, 
he had made but a bad venture of it'. But Knox endured 
as seeing Him who is invisible, as one who knows that 
here he has no continuing city but is seeking one to 
come. Knox lived his life in the light of eternity. And so it 
may be that we are facing discouragements. That is often 
the way. As Psalm 126 reminds us, the task of sowing the 
seed is often accompanied with tears. But it is the Lord’s 
work, and while we may not know the blessing Knox did, 

Calvin & Knox - A Comparison & Contrast (Part I1)
Donald John Maclean (Cambridge)

The substance of a paper given at the 2014 School in Theology.

John Knox



DECEMBER 2015 ISSUE 9

  CENTRAL  ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
       BUILDING FUND 2015 2015 2014
  YTD 2015 Oct To Oct To Oct
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  205 4,294 18,943 18,891
Duthil-Dores  20,905 4,692 24,788 22,850
Inverness   5,474 27,116 24,340
Kilmorack & Strathglass  3,624 18,685 19,621
Poolewe & Aultbea 397 2,569 10,387 10,713
Total Inverness 21,507 20,654 99,919 96,415
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  480 1,240 2,205 5,975
Brora   620 2,378 14,433 17,058
Kiltearn  879 1,004 7,012 7,212
Tarbat    724 10,101 11,414
Total Northern 1,979 5,345 33,750 41,659
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   395 2,630 8,996 8,127
Ayr    3,803 13,883 8,395
Dumfries   0 100 0
Edinburgh  16,997 4,380 26,433 27,742
Glasgow - Partick  8,514 5,100 21,000 25,244
Glasgow - Shettleston 64 4,468 24,662 24,400
Glasgow - Knightswood 181 5,558 24,314 27,177
Rothesay   130 2,130 1,000
Total  Southern 26,151 26,069 121,518 122,085
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross    3,470 19,545 22,816
Harris - Leverburgh 315 3,605 17,514 16,694
Harris - Scalpay   4,722 25,567 25,233
Knock & Point   3,132 17,236 13,411
North Uist  3,616 2,971 12,887 11,449
Stornoway  4,359 12,682 75,961 93,338
Total Outer Hebrides 8,290 30,581 168,711 182,942
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale & Duirinish  4,294 11,494 18,788
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  4,464 14,214 17,466
Lochalsh  420 3,413 13,682 16,368
Strath   55 1,632 7,320 7,299
Portree  500 1,200 12,000 19,295
Snizort    4,031 22,095 23,443
Total Skye   975 19,034 80,806 102,659

Smiths Falls   0 0 2,000
     
Total Congregations  58,902 101,682 504,704 547,759

Other Donations   346 2,924 25,031 23,249
Legacy    0 0 111
     
TOTAL  59,248 104,606 529,735 571,119

Including Gift Aid  2,704 63,808 122,319 130,773

Congregational Remittances - October 2015

at the end, as the Psalm also reminds us (Ps.126:6), 'He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him'.

Knox on the Continent
The next period in Knox’s life brings him into direct 
contact with Calvin, since following Knox’s fleeing 
England his next five years (age 40-45) were largely 
spent on the continent ministering to English refugees 
from the Marian persecution.
Arriving on the continent Knox made his way to Geneva. 
By now Calvin was fully established as a leading reformer, 
and his place in Geneva was more or less secure. He had 
formed a firm friendship with Bucer in Strasbourg. He 
had married Idelette, but tragically by now had to bury 
her and his only son. He had established his reputation as 
a theologian with successive editions of his Institutes and 
a stream of commentaries. And the most infamous event 
in his life had occurred – Servetus had been executed 
for his blasphemy in 1553. Knox arrived in 1554. 
On his arrival Knox immediately sought spiritual counsel 
from Calvin. He asked him questions related to his recent 
experiences in England: could a minor rule by divine 
right, could a female rule and transfer sovereignty to 
her husband, should subjects obey ungodly or idolatrous 
rulers, and what party should godly persons follow if 
they resisted an idolatrous rule? Calvin's replies were 

cautious and so were the replies of Heinrich Bullinger 
in Zürich. Undeterred, Knox on 20 July 1554 published 
a pamphlet attacking Mary Tudor and the bishops who 
had brought her to the throne. Knox looked to Calvin 
for guidance but he was his own man.
Shortly after this Knox received a call to Frankfurt. 
Frankfurt did not go well for Knox. He was called as 
Pastor of the English Church there – a church which was 
constituted on the basis of a more thoroughly Reformed 
worship than had been possible in England. But as more 
exiles flooded in who were committed to the Prayer 
Book rather than Reformed worship, Knox was ejected. 
Knox knew the pain of what it is to be a rejected Pastor. 
Even Calvin’s influence could not save Knox here. Calvin 
had written urging moderation on both sides, and yet 
those who wanted the full ceremonies of the Prayer 
Book eventually drove Knox out. 
Knox’s time after his return to Geneva was altogether 
happier. There he found what he called “the most 
perfect school of Christ that ever was in the earth 
since the days of the apostles. In other places I confess 
Christ to be truly preached; but manners and religion 
so sincerely reformed, I have not yet seen in any other 
place'. Knox pastored and preached happily in the 
English congregation at Geneva. But he also committed 
his greatest blunder, writing what is sadly his most 
famous work: The First Blast of the Trumpet against the 

Continued on p.16
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News

On Friday 2nd October a 
congregation of approaching 

two hundred, with representation 
from several denominations, 
gathered in Stornoway Free Church 

(Continuing) for a service organised 
by the Free Presbytery of the Outer 
Hebrides. The occasion was the 
ministerial jubilee of Rev Malcolm 
MacLean, who was ordained to 

the ministry by the Presbytery of 
Lochcarron on 5th October 1965, 
Lochcarron being his first charge. Mr 
MacLean was translated to North 
Tolsta in 1973, where he remained 

Visiting preacher with the Outer Hebrides Presbytery: 
Rear (l to r): Rev David Blunt, Dr Andrew Naylor, Rev Graeme Craig, Rev Kenneth Macdonald; 
Front: Rev Greg Macdonald, Rev John Morrison, Rev Malcolm MacLean, Donald Buchanan, Duncan Morrison.

Jubilee of Rev Malcolm MacLean 
Rev David M Blunt
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until his retirement from the pastoral 
ministry in 1996. He now lives 
in Shawbost on the Isle of Lewis. 
Mr MacLean has remained active, 
preaching the gospel throughout 
the Western Isles and beyond and 
overseeing a weekly prayer meeting 
in Bragar on the west side of Lewis.
Rev Graeme Craig, Minister 
of Stornoway and Moderator of 
Presbytery, conducted public worship, 
with the sermon being preached 
by Rev John Morrison (retired), a 
former Minister at Shawbost. Mr 
Morrison’s text was 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
in which Paul, by then in prison and 
awaiting death, declares to Timothy 
how he has fulfilled his ministry and 
is soon to receive his crown from 
the Lord. Timothy needs to hold fast 
to pure doctrine. Mr Morrison made 
four points:
Paul’s ministry was a balanced 
ministry, for he 'kept the faith'. There 
was a symmetry about it, as with 
a well-designed building. There was 
Paul’s piety: he was an exceptionally 
principled man, prepared to suffer 
for his godliness at the hand of the 
Jews and Gentiles. There was also his 
ability: he was the most outstanding 
exponent of doctrine yet he could 
condescend to the weak in things 
indifferent, and without compromise. 
There was his zeal, both for lost 
sinners, even where others had 
not laboured, and for believers and 
their progress. Finally there was 
his common sense: when caught in 
the storm at sea when on the way 
to Rome Paul did not look for a 
miracle but sought a place where 

the boat might beach (Acts 27); also 
when the Ephesians rioted he did 

not blaspheme their goddess but 
preached the truth concerning God 

Desk

Rev & Mrs Malcolm MacLean



FREE CHURCH WITNESS12

to them (Acts 19). Paul had a clear conscience: he had 
never deliberately distorted the truth.
Paul’s ministry was an accomplished ministry. He desired 
to be with Christ, yet there was work to be done on 
earth. When a believer desires to leave this world he 
may have a secret discontent with his lot here. We may 
learn from the Lord in John 17:24: He did not desire to 
be glorified until His work was finished. We must analyse 
our motives. God has given us a work to do and only 
when that work is finished will we desire to be with 
Christ for the right reason.
Paul was aware of his imminent end. He knew that 'the 
time' or 'season' of his departure was at hand. What we 
are reading here is the last page of the book of his life, 
for it is probable that he was executed in AD 64. In his 
mind there was the thought of sufferings ahead. Grace 
to face our end is given at the time when it is needed, 
and just the measure of grace required. Martyrs face 
their death with courage, and even with joy. We think 
of Stephen in Acts chapter seven, or the covenanter 
James Renwick, and his triumphant words: 'Farewell, 
beloved sufferers and followers of the Lamb! Farewell, 
Christian intimates! Farewell, night-wanderings in cold 
and weariness for Christ! Farewell, sweet Bible, and 
preaching of the gospel! Farewell, sun, moon, and stars, 
and all sublunary things! Farewell, conflict with a body 
of sin and death! Welcome, scaffold for precious Christ! 
Welcome, heavenly Jerusalem! Welcome, innumerable 
company of angels! Welcome, general assembly and 
church of the firstborn! Welcome, crown of glory! 
Above all, welcome, O Thou blessed Trinity – and one 
God; O eternal One, I commit my soul into Thy eternal 
rest'.
Our Saviour had a Mediatorial consciousness of the sins 
of His people, which caused Him to lament, 'My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death' (Mt.26:38), 
and to cry on the cross, 'My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?' (Matt. 27:46). But the storm of His 
sufferings passed and He committed His spirit into the 
hands of God.
Paul was expecting a crown of righteousness. We cannot 
understand righteousness apart from law. We must see 
it in two senses: righteousness in the sense of being 
free from moral imperfection and righteousness in 
relation to justice. In the experience of a believer there 
may be sixty years or more between justification and 
glorification. We should study the Shorter Catechism, 
including Question and Answer 38: 'Q. What benefits do 
believers receive from Christ at the resurrection? A. At 
the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory, shall 
be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of 
judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying 
of God to all eternity'. This is the crown of righteousness 
which awaits the Christian as his reward at the end of 
life’s journey.
Mr Morrison concluded with an application suitable to 

the occasion. Christ did not bring in a covenant new in 
origin but new in administration. This happened at the 
rending of the temple veil. The apostles had a special 
place and gifts: there is no parallel between them and 
today’s ministers, for they had to stamp an authority on 
the new covenant. Yet nonetheless we may learn from 
them in terms of the work of the ministry.
To spend fifty years in the ministry, with unblemished 
character and faithful teaching, is a cause for much 
thankfulness. To have kept one’s ordination vows, and not 
out of fear, and to have been kept by the power of God, 
is a great thing. There are many difficulties in the ministry, 
which are not known by those who are not in it. To 
have a winsome ministry, to feed the saints and to be 
a means of saving others – these are reasons for much 
personal thanksgiving to God. People need to encourage 
their ministers. It is our sincere hope that Mr & Mrs 
MacLean will be spared for many years. We wish the 
three daughters to be blessed, and the two grandsons.
Following the singing of Psalm 126:3-5 in Gaelic and the 
Benediction the MacLeans greeted the congregation at 
the door of the church.
The service was followed by refreshments served 
in Sandwick Hall. Rev Graeme Craig presided and 
after the MacLeans had cut a cake decorated with 
the text of Psalm 115:12, numerous greetings were 
read out, including from Mr MacLean’s two former 
congregations. Presentations were then made. A framed 
Scripture text was presented to Mr MacLean by Rev 
Kenneth Macdonald, Minister of Scalpay, on behalf of 
the Presbytery: 'And in every work that he began in 
the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in 
the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all 
his heart, and prospered' (2Chron.31:21). A bouquet of 
flowers was presented to Mrs MacLean by Mrs Finlayson, 
Brue. An envelope was presented to Mr MacLean by Mr 
Calum Iain Macleod, elder, on behalf of the Stornoway 
Congregation. Mr MacLean replied briefly, on behalf of 
himself and his wife, expressing thanks for the gifts.
Mr MacLean then called on three men to speak. Rev 
John Morrison said that Mr MacLean was a cheerful 
Christian and his experience of him was that he was 
very hospitable. Rev Angus Smith, whose wife is a sister 
of Mr MacLean, had known Mr MacLean from student 
days. He was very zealous for the Lord and never wasted 
time. He had known sad days but the Lord gives that 
to His servants so that they may be able to enter into 
the experience of their people. Mr Malcolm D MacLean, 
brother of Mr MacLean, referred to his wise spiritual 
counsel at a time when he had yet to find peace with 
God.
In reply Mr MacLean thanked Mr Morrison for his 
sermon and also thanked his wife, to whom he has been 
married for fifty-two years. He thanked Mr Craig too, 
as his Minister and the Moderator of the Presbytery, 
and the ladies who had provided the refreshments. 
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He asked us all where we stood spiritually. The great 
encouragement for the Lord’s people is that heaven is 
not far away.
A most pleasant evening was brought to a close with 
worship, including the singing of Psalm 48:12-14 in Gaelic 
and prayer from Rev. Daniel MacKinnon. We wish the 
MacLeans continued health and strength and blessing in 
the service of their Master.

London Free Church (Continuing) 
Outreach

Recently we were approached by a number of people 
who desired the setting up of Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) services in London. When one 
considers that London has a population considerably 
greater than the whole of Scotland, that it is a gathering 
place for people from all over the world and that some 
of our members and adherents work in London, it 
seems reasonable that we should have a church there. 
We hope that some in our capital city will appreciate 
the emphasis of our Church on Reformed theology, 
discipline and worship, along with the experimental and 
evangelistic note in our preaching. 
We felt that the easiest way to proceed was as an 
outreach under the Knightswood Kirk Session and 
Deacons' Court. Being a member of the Missions 
Committee I raised the proposal at the Committee 
meeting in October and received the unanimous and 
whole-hearted approval of the Committee. We called 
a Kirk Session meeting and received their support. We 
called a Deacons' Court meeting and they too were 
happy to encourage the venture and decided to set up a 
London Outreach Fund to be managed by the Deacons' 
Court to cover the costs. The Presbytery, when notified, 
were also supportive.
Services started on the 25th of October with Rev 
Maurice Roberts preaching. A programme of preachers 
for the next three months has been drawn up. Some 
difficulty has been experienced in finding a suitable 
public venue but homes were kindly offered for use for 
the first few weeks.
Please support this outreach in your prayers. May it be 

used by God for the conversion of sinners and building 
up of Christians in the faith.
For details of the venue, times of services and further 
information please contact myself – Rev William Macleod, 
tel. 0141 959 0292 and mobile  07825 506086 and email 
william@themacleods.org.uk.

Sharia Councils in UK 
Christian Institute

Sharia councils may be working in a 'discriminatory 
and unacceptable way', the Home Office has said, as it 

announced an investigation into the practice. Lord Bates 
said the probe will be part of the Government’s counter-
extremism strategy, and pledged to act on its findings.
In March, Baroness Cox – who is behind a Bill aimed 
at curbing the growth of quasi-legal systems such as 
Sharia councils – called for a judge-led inquiry into the 
issue. In a written Parliamentary answer, Lord Bates said 
that the Government will set up a 'full, independent 
investigation to assess to what extent Sharia is being 
applied in a manner that is unacceptable'. He said the 
terms of reference and duration of the review will be 
set following the appointment of an independent leader.
The Government 'will act on any evidence' that shows 
unlawful use of Sharia law, the minister added.
In September, equalandfree.org was launched featuring a 
number of case studies of Muslim women speaking out 
about their experiences.

Homosexual Clergyman elected to C 
of E Synod 
Christian Institute

A Church of England clergyman who has entered 
a same-sex 'marriage' has been elected to the 

General Synod.
Andrea Williams, CEO of Christian Concern, who has 
been re-elected to the General Synod, said the minister 
was seeking to undermine teaching on marriage.
Revd Andrew Foreshew-Cain legally married his partner, 
an atheist, in June last year.
The Church of England has said it does not permit 
someone in a same-sex marriage to be ordained, and 
would consider it inappropriate for current clergy to 
enter into a same-sex marriage as people in these 
positions need to 'model the Church’s teaching in their 
lives'.
Writing on Twitter after his election, Revd Foreshew-
Cain said he was feeling 'daunted, elated & ready'. 'No 
surrender!' he added.
However, Andrea Williams said: 'Last year, Andrew Cain 
ignored biblical teaching and the clear instruction of 
the House of Bishops and entered into a same-sex 
“marriage”'.
Williams, who was a member of the Church’s General 
Synod from 2010, called for the clergyman to be 
removed from Church leadership.

Current Temporary location: Putney Evangelical Church
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Books
Jonathan Edwards for the 

Church
The ministry and the means of grace 

Ed. Wm M Schweitzer
EP Books, pbk, 310 pages, £12.99

This book consists of a series of 
lectures given at a ‘Jonathan 

Edwards for the Church’ Conference in 
Durham, England in February 2014. The 
motivation for the Conference sprang 
from the desire to focus on things that 
matter to the church rather than to 
the academy. After all, Edwards’ primary 
calling was ‘to serve the church as a 
pastor’. We are told that there never 
had been such a conference on English 
soil and this is rather ironic given the 
influence that Edwards  had on the 
church in Great Britain. 
In keeping with the focus of the book 
ten of the contributors are ministers 
with pastoral experience and the other, 
a ruling elder. The contributors from the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
are John J Murray, ‘The Influence of 
Jonathan Edwards on the Church in 
Britain’ and William Macleod, ‘Wilt thou 
not revive us again?  A sermon on Psalm 
85:6’. 
Each paper makes its own contribution 
to the over-all understanding of 
Edwards. In the theology of Edwards we 
are directed to an awesome and holy 
God, who communicates His glory to 
fallen creatures ‘in the face of the Lord 
Jesus Christ’. The portrait of the only 
begotten Son is in the self-authenicating 
Holy Scriptures. The appointed channel 
for the communication of the glory is 
the ordinary means of grace – the Word, 
read and preached, the sacraments 
and prayer. Ministers are the conduits 
of His glory and grace. Preaching is 
a momentous occasion as the point 
where Christ is magnified and listeners 

are satisfied with their vision of an 
excellent God. Theology brings them 
into wondrous doxology.
This is a vision that has been largely 
lost and the contemporary church is 
in desperate need of recovering it. The 
study of Edwards’ writings marked a 
turning point on several occasions in 
the history of the church. We pray that 
this book will make its contribution to 
the recovery of that God-centred vision 
that characterised Jonathan Edwards’ 
life and ministry.

Rev John J Murray

The Church of Christ
James Bannerman

Banner of Truth Trust, 
hbk, 1040pp, £20.00

This latest edition of Bannerman's 
classic work is helpfully contained 

within one volume but is not an 
abridgement. Helpfully, in this volume, 
the great Free Church Professor's 
quotations of foreign writers have 
been translated into English making the 
whole work, even its footnotes, more 
accessible.
Not many, perhaps, will read through the 
whole of this book, yet it does contain 
very deep yet concise treatment of 
all matters relating to Christ's church. 
A healthy discussion of infant baptism 
(pp577-604) is amongst the sections 
that are dealt with under a series of 
headings that could be read through 
almost like a large sermon on the 
subject.
Other sections, for example on the 
Christian Sabbath (pp413-426), show 
Bannerman's breadth of knowledge 
of his subjects. You will find reference 
made in the body of the text to those 
men who have made their argument 
from Scripture with as much brevity as 
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Professor Bannerman! This means that if any particular 
section does not satisfy, there are always references 
made to other books which can be further studied.
This is a healthy resource to glean knowledge, and not 
just an old reference work to gather dust.

Alastair Manderson

Puritan Reformed Journal, 7, Jul 2015
Ed. Joel Beeke, pbk, 291pp, $10.00

The PRJ has carved out a reputation in the Reformed 
community. There are six sections, namely: Biblical 

Studies; Systematic & Historical Theology; Experiential 
Theology; Pastoral Theology and Missions; Interview, and 
finally Book Reviews. Running to almost 300 pages each 
issue is a book in itself. Given the variety of subjects each 
is self-contained and therefore makes for easy reading.
Subjects dealt with are pursuing holiness in reference to 
the Levitical dietary laws; understanding Paul's statement 
in Romans 10:4 that Christ is the end of the law; and 
the perspicuity of Scripture. Of particular interest is 
Luther's response to Islam from a pastoral, theological 
and apologetic perspective. Readers will learn much 
from this in the face of the present Islamic challenge. 
Calvin's explanation of human suffering from a Calvinistic 
viewpoint is a must read against false explanations that 
are everywhere apparent. Coleman Ford addresses 
the subject of the Fathers in the theology of Perkins 
and Ussher. This is not as abstract as one might think. 
The teaching about the Holy Spirit in David Dickson's 
Pactum Salutis is stimulating and helpful in grappling with 
the covenant of redemption. The doctrine of adoption 
is surely one that every believer warms to and this 
article demonstrates why the journal is so popular. 
Very helpfully we are taken through the origin, marks, 
blessings and obligations of adoption. Crawford treats 
of the glory and glorification of God where we are 
ultimately reminded that the eternal state is 'basking in 
the fullness of Divine glory'.
Other subjects addressed are Calvin's Trinitarian 
theology of prayer and Andrew Fuller's defence of 
religious affections against the deadening teaching of 
Sandemanianism. For Fuller, faith involves more than 
intellectual acquaintance with factual statements about 
Jesus Christ. Fuller gives a corrective to the corrosive 
effect of Hyperism. 
Joel Beeke addresses Catechism preaching. Some may 
disagree with the Dutch way of preaching every Sabbath 
through the Heidelberg Catechism; nonetheless it is 
a reminder of the importance of the Catechism in 
consolidating the church. Vlastuin writes on 'Spiritual 
Preaching: sharing Transcendence with Immanent Beings'. 
It is a reminder of the dignity, joy and glory of preaching.
Finally book reviews are a must in any Reformed journal. 
However they are not all of equal strength. It would 
be helpful if they were more robust in their analysis. 

Nevertheless they are useful in assisting would-be 
buyers. 
Overall, an excellent journal worth purchasing which will 
reward the readers with much food for thought. 

Rev E T Kirkland

The Six Johns of the Scottish 
Reformation

S James Millar
distributed by James A Dickson Books, 16 Edward 

Street, Kilsyth, pbk, 234pp, £8.00

This little book provides the background to the 
Scottish Reformation and then a brief biography 

of the six Johns, the authors of the Scots Confession 
of Faith (which is also printed as an appendix). The 
lengthiest biography is of the most famous of the six, 
John Knox. As the great Reformer of Scotland all of us 
will know something of his life, but it is good to read it 
again. The other five, however, are much less known and 
we are indebted to Dr Millar for providing us with such 
details as are available of their lives. Their names are 
John Willock, John Winram, John Spottiswood, John Row 
and John Douglas. It is also important for us all to have 
a copy of the Scots Confession, which was the doctrinal 
standard of the Scottish Reformed Church until replaced 
by the fuller Westminster Confession of Faith.

Rev William Macleod

Riots, Revolutions, and the Scottish 
Covenanters 

The Work of Alexander Henderson
L Charles Jackson 

Reformed Heritage Books, hbk, 304pp, £20.00

There is no doubting the important place that 
Alexander Henderson has in the history of the 

church of Scotland and presbyterianism in general. 
Along with Archibald Johnston of Warriston he was the 
leader of the Scots in the drawing up of the National 
Covenant of 1638, in negotiations with King Charles 
I and the English Parliament, and also in drafting the 
Solemn League and Covenant of 1643. This book studies 
his preparation for the work. He was unconverted 
entering the ministry and for his ordination at Leuchars 
he had to climb through the window of the church as 
the godly people were hostile to him. Following his 
conversion he quickly became the leader of the Second 
Reformation, opposing the bishops and the prayer book 
and establishing full-blown presbyterianism. The author 
proceeds to examine in detail his labours as a national 
leader, preacher, presbyterian, pamphleteer and adviser 
to the Westminster Assembly. This book is not an easy 
read but is important for those involved in scholarly 
research and debate.

Rev William Macleod
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Monstrous Regiment [Rule] of Women. If Servetus is the 
black mark in Calvin’s life, then the First Blast is Knox’s 
equivalent. Its publication has been justifiably called 'the 
worst mistiming of the European Reformation'. Knox 
argued in this work for the illegitimacy of female rule 
and for the right of subjects to resist tyrants. And here 
is something of a contrast between the two men. Both 
were fearless proclaimers of the truth. But, perhaps, 
Calvin knew better than Knox that there is a time to 
keep silence as well as a time to speak (Eccl.3:7).
The publication of the work deeply annoyed Calvin, 
and understandably upset Elizabeth as she came to the 
throne in England. As has been pointed out, all the female 
monarchs Knox knew attempted to have him killed, and 
in that light his opposition to female political rule and 
his championing of the right to resist becomes rather 
more understandable! However, Calvin regarded the 
publication of Knox’s views as 'an evil which could not 
be redressed' and which 'had better be hushed up than 
publically canvassed'.
Partly, we can surmise, to heal this breach, Knox’s 
1560 treatise On Predestination contained repeated 
expressions of appreciation for Calvin. For instance, 
he begins his treatise by asserting that 'we dissent not 
from the judgment of the reverend servant of Jesus 
Christ, John Calvin…' As well as aiming to restore the 
relationship, this again indicates what we have noted 
before. Knox and Calvin were not equals. Calvin is the 
teacher, if you will, and Knox is the pupil. Knox holds his 
own views, but he looks to Calvin for guidance – it is not 
the other way round.

Knox and the Scottish Reformation
Still, however congenial Geneva was – Scotland was 
on Knox’s heart. He said, 'I feel a sob and a groan, 
willing that Christ Jesus might openly be preached in 
my native country, although it should be with the loss 
of my wretched life'. Knox had been on a clandestine 
preaching tour of Scotland in 1555-6 which ultimately 
ended in disappointment. (He married his first wife, 
an Englishwoman, Marjory on this trip, after a long 
engagement.) There was an aborted attempt to bring 
him back again in 1557. But then in November 1558 the 
call came again – Scotland needs you! In May 1559 Knox 
ended his five years on the continent and travelled back 
to Scotland. And the rest as they say is history… 
The ground had been prepared and so Knox and 
the Lords of the Congregation led a swift and rapid 
Reformation. Just over a year after Knox returned, 
Scotland officially embraced the Protestant religion. A 
Reformed confession of faith was drawn up – the Scots 
Confession. A Reformed church order was drawn up – 
the First Book of Discipline. A Reformed liturgy based 

on Geneva’s was agreed. And Knox himself was installed 
as minister of St Giles church in Edinburgh.
It is interesting that we have two letters from Calvin to 
Knox from the period around the Scottish Reformation. 
Both letters were in response to requests from Knox 
for advice. One at the end of 1559 covered questions 
regarding whether the children of those who were 
idolaters or excommunicated could receive baptism. 
Calvin replied to the specific questions but more 
generally wrote: 'We are astonished at such incredible 
progress in so brief a space of time, so we … give thanks 
to God whose singular blessing is signally displayed 
therein … I am not ignorant how strenuous you are 
in stirring up others, and what abilities and energies 
God has endowed you with … meanwhile we are not 
less anxious about your perils, than if we were engaged 
with you in a common warfare … we join our vows to 
yours, that our heavenly Father would strike all your 
furious adversaries with the spirit of folly and blindness, 
scatter all their counsels, and defeat all their attempts 
and preparations'.
The cause of the Reformation would always be 
precarious through the remaining twelve years of Knox’s 
life. Mary, Queen of Scots, remained resolutely Catholic 
and returned to Scotland from France in 1561.. Knox 
stated, 'The very face of heaven the time of her arrival 
did manifestly speak what comfort was brought unto 
this country with her, to wit, sorrow, dolour, darkness 
and all impiety'. Their confrontations are infamous but 

Continued from p.9

John Calvin
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It has been a great privilege to be able to work for the 
last three months with Parthee and his church here 
in the north of Sri Lanka. It has been refreshing and 

encouraging to see the great work the Lord is doing 
here and I now finish my visit reluctantly, but grateful the 
Lord has given me the chance to be involved. 

Vavuniya
The church in Vavuniya is now about three years old, and 
has grown fairly steadily. Around 40 attend the morning 
service, and 75-80 in the evening. It seems a happy and 
united church, and has been blessed with the attendance 
of several men with good families. This helps to bring 
some stability to the young congregation. I enjoyed my 
time with these people greatly and their kindness and 
hospitality has been exemplary. I was present for the 
Communion in August, where several new people joined, 
making a total of 24 members. It was a happy and blessed 
time, joining in this sacrament which speaks all languages.
I preached several times and found it both the most 
rewarding and difficult part of my work. I noted that 

some were very responsive to the Word of God, which 
was a great encouragement.
An excellent spiritual ministry of the church is the 
Sabbath School, in which the church folk are joined by 
about 40 children from Selvanagar – a very poor village 
nearby. The numbers are somewhat down from what 
they were, as the church refuses to attract them with 
games, drama, etc., on the Sabbath. The Lord is to be 
thanked that so many still attend enthusiastically. The 
effect of the Sabbath School is already very evident in 
their outward behaviour, which is often outstanding – in 
contrast to many children from such villages. I taught 
English to some of them and found them dear children 
who warmed to me quickly in spite of my strange colour 
of skin! These children are from a very bad background 
morally and religiously, so it was a joy to see them 
hearing the words of life. We must continue to pray that 
the Lord would open their hearts to receive the Saviour.

perhaps one of Knox’s finest hours came when Mary 
summoned him before the Privy Council to answer 
supposed charges of raising rebellion. There Knox 
denied the charge and attacked the false teaching of 
Rome as the true danger to Scotland. He was stopped 
by one of the privy councillors who told him 'you are 
not now in the pulpit'. To which Knox responded, 'I am in 
the place where I am demanded of conscience to speak 
the truth'. In the pulpit, or out of it, Knox was the same 
man. His life was all of a piece. Carlyle is right to say, 'It is 
not denied anywhere that, whatever might be his other 
qualities or faults, Knox is among the truest of men'. The 
same trait is seen in Calvin.

As Knox was securing the Reformation in Scotland, 
Calvin died in 1564. As he was born again before Knox, 
so he saw glory before him. Knox continued fighting 
tirelessly for the Reformed faith until his death in 1572. 
On his last day on earth his wife read to him some of 
Calvin’s sermons and passages of Scripture – John 17, 
where he had 'cast my first anchor', and 1 Corinthians 15 
where Knox heard the glorious words: 'O death where 
is thy sting, O grave where is thy victory'. Calvin’s great 
successor Beza said, 'We have been afflicted beyond grief 
by the death of Mr Knox'. 
And so Knox, the faithful servant of his Master, went to 
his eternal reward and joined Calvin in glory.

Sri Lankan Mission
Daniel Tanner 

(Daniel is a young man who comes from Australia and spent 
three months helping in the Sri Lankan Mission)

Daniel with the evangelist Piratheepan
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Seminary
The Seminary which Parthee organises in Vavuniya 
currently has twelve students. The lecturers are Vijay 
(Parthee’s brother) and Kerey, as well as Parthee himself. 
The students come from various church backgrounds – 
some Charismatic and others Reformed. The lecturers 
are doing a wonderful work in bringing purer Scriptural 
doctrine to the churches. And it was refreshing to meet 
with the excellent band of pastors and students which 
the Lord has raised up in the few Reformed churches 
here, and with whom the Church in Vavuniya maintains 
close fellowship.

Mullaitivu
This new branch of the mission is about 80kms north 
of Vavuniya, and was only started last June. There were 
initially six or seven attending, but there are now already 
around 25-30 enthusiastic attendants, with more who 
attend less regularly. 
Most of these come from a village about 25kms away, 
where the church sends a bus to collect them. I travelled 
here every week with Piratheepan, the evangelist from the 
church in Vavuniya, and we found the people surprisingly 
open to the idea of coming to church. Normally, 
those from a Hindu background are very opposed to 
Christianity, and one can sense the resistance as soon 
as ‘church’ is mentioned. However, the majority of the 
people in these villages expressed interest in coming to 
the church. And although only a small proportion actually 
come, it is nonetheless encouraging that there is such 
openness to the gospel.
This is in contrast to a few years ago, when they were 
invited to church but adamantly refused. They say they 
do not know why they have changed, but that now their 
‘hearts are glad to come to the church’. It is difficult to 
explain this except as a work of the Lord’s Spirit in their 
hearts. It was heart-warming to see their beaming smiles 
as they arrived for the morning worship. Their kindness 
to me also could not be excelled, and it was difficult to 
part with these people whom I can now call my friends.
But such a new church faces many challenges. Most of 
the people are in profound ignorance of Scriptural truth. 
It was a moving experience to go through the villages, 
watching the friendly people; and then to consider how 
long they have been in darkness and dreadful spiritual 
bondage. 
Much prayer is needed for this new mission. Pray 
that God would uphold those who are preaching and 
evangelising and that He would send his Spirit to work 
with them in power. Pray also that He would continue to 
move the hearts of the people to attend His worship and 
give them saving faith in His Son. 

Diaconal work
The church here also has the blessed privilege of being 
able to combine material help with the spiritual work. 
This is largely due to the providential help of Ceylon 

Christian Care, a Dutch charity which provides nearly all 
the funding for this diaconal work.
The majority of the work is done in Selvanagar. Besides 
the Sabbath School work, the church also runs a Pre-
school here. This provides the children with a headstart 
in basic education, training in general good behaviour 
and also provides meals. All is done with a constant aim 
for their spiritual blessing. Some of my best little English 
students were former pupils in the Pre-school and their 
excellent behaviour sometimes astonished me – it was 
so far beyond what I have previously seen in such small 
children.
Another project in the village is the digging of a well. 
This is on a dry plot of land belonging to a man who has 
been attending the church faithfully with his family. It is 
an expensive but much-needed project, and this man will 
now be able to grow crops for a living, as well as use the 
water for essential household needs. 
Some assistance is also given by the church to school 
students. This is to cover basic tuition and some other 
costs such as pens, exercise books, etc. Further help is 
being given to a few students by friends both in Sri Lanka 
and overseas. 
Regular support is also provided for two disabled 
children, with extra help frequently provided for others, 
both in Vavuniya and Mullaitivu. I witnessed how terribly 
some disabled people suffer and am thankful that God 
has provided merciful helpers in the church here and 
elsewhere, who care deeply for these people. 
Beyond the tremendous help of CCC, extra assistance 
is constantly given for widows, the disabled and for 
students. This is provided personally by the pastor and 
other members of the congregation and by individuals 
overseas.
One of the happiest tasks during my stay was to forward 
assistance to some needy widows and their families 
from the church. I knew that one family especially was 
in need and it was painful to see them suffer. So it was 
a rewarding experience to give the help provided by 
friends in Australia. We must continue to care for our 
needy brothers and sisters who have to suffer so much 
(1John 3:17-18). 
I found it touching to see the immense gratitude with 
which this help is received. And it occurred to me that 
Western governments have partially robbed the church 
of one of its greatest privileges – helping the poor.

English Classes
During my stay, I taught English classes regularly at the 
church in Vavuniya, in Selvanagar and at Mullaitivu. Many 
were excellent students – some with considerable talent 
– and showed me a level of respect to which I am not 
accustomed! I would have liked to have had more time 
to help them develop their skills, yet they worked hard 
and I did see considerable development in confidence, as 
well as in vocabulary and grammar. 
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Sri Lanka
My three months’ stay not only gave me a closer look 
at the wonderful work the Lord is doing here, but also 
gave me a fascinating glimpse of Sri Lankan life in general. 
I can never forget travelling by motorbike down the little 
lanes of villages I never would have seen as a tourist 
and then being warmly welcomed under the palm trees 
outside the often tiny houses of the villagers.
Indeed, their kindness is often not shown in exactly the 
way we might expect. The culture is generally not infused 
with that delicate politeness which has developed in the 
English-speaking world. Often, their Tamil phrases are 
translated directly into English, with startling effect. 
Where we would say ‘please take a seat’, I am told to ‘sit’. 
And instead of our long, drawn out farewells, coupled 
with hopes of return, etc., I have often been surprised 
when my friends here abruptly tell me in a monotone 
voice, ‘I am going – bye’. And they are gone! 
This abruptness, together with an apparently aggressive 
tone of speech, can be disconcerting initially. But it 
quickly becomes an amusing superficiality of a culture 
that I found to be deeply hospitable and welcoming. The 
kindness shown to me and the care taken of me have 
been remarkable. Even those with little money did all 
they could for me. 
I found also that the culture has some excellent qualities 
which are sadly lacking in the West. Instead of the 
terrible disrespect and disobedience often evident in 
Christian families in our churches, I saw that authority 
here is greatly respected. It was also pleasant to see 
how appropriately the Christians dress. The sight of all 
the folk in the church is so much more becoming for 
Christians than what we are often forced to see. In these 
aspects, the Christians here put us to shame, and we 
must humbly learn from them a better way. These are 
essential elements of a Christian character, the neglect 
of which we so easily ignore, but which our God sees 
and does not ignore. 

Prayer
The church land in Vavuniya is held on a five year lease, 
and they are now two years into this. Recently, the 
land was divided, leaving the church with only half the 
amount of land. So the purchase of another block of 
land is now an urgent but expensive necessity. Pray that 
wisdom would be given to those purchasing and that the 
hearts of many would be made generous to assist in this 
difficult project.
Above all, pray for the spiritual ministry of the church 
– for Parthee, on whose shoulders rests such great 
responsibility and who could never accomplish such 
work without the help of our Almighty God. Also pray 
for Piratheepan and Maran, who frequently preach, and 
are involved full-time in other work in the church.
Pray that the Lord would bless His own people in the 
church here, making them shining lights to those around. 
Pray also that He would send out His Spirit in power, not 
only bringing many into the church, but making them His 
own children through faith in Jesus Christ.

Thanks
Finally, I would like to thank all who made my stay so 
enjoyable – for all the hospitality, the friendship and the 
kindness. Especially I am grateful to Parthee and Dino 
who made me feel like a brother in their home and 
who gave me such great friendship and fellowship. Also I 
would like to thank the church’s evangelist, Piratheepan, 
with whom I did nearly all my work, travelled so 
many hundreds of kilometres and enjoyed so many 
unforgettable experiences. And I would like to thank my 
English students, who also became my good friends, for 
making my work so pleasant.
It is difficult now to leave these people, and the kindness 
shown at my farewell only makes this more difficult! But 
I thank God he has led me here and I hope and pray 
that he will prosper my way to work here again in the 
glorious work of His Kingdom.

Daniel with English class at Vavuniya



“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of 
the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that 

smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.”

Daniel 2:35

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)


