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The Christian life is war and it starts with the 
new birth. Before that we were dead in sins, 
under Satan's rule and his willing slaves. We were 

drugged to sleep with worldly goals and pleasures. But 
Satan has been toppled and God has taken over the 
government. There is still opposition to Him. When the 
USA and the UK invaded Iraq and Afghanistan, there was 
the initial conquest but then there was the ongoing war 
against pockets of resistance. God has conquered us, yet 
there is still the flesh deep down inside us, sinfully craving 
and leaving us easily tempted. There is the world around 
us which pressurises us to be like themselves living 
in pleasure. Then too there is the devil still tempting 
us and stirring up the flesh and the world against the 
holy Christian life. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by 
despair. We feel we are making no headway, yet we are. 
Victory is sure. Where He begins the good work He will 
bring it on till the day of Christ (Phil.1:6).

The Enemy
In any war it is vital to know your enemy. The devil, 
Satan, was a mighty angel but was cast out of heaven 

when he sinned. Many other angels followed him and 
became demons. He hates God and he knows that 
his time of freedom is short. His whole purpose and 
ambition is to hurt God and if he cannot do that, he 
will hurt what belongs to God and is precious to Him. 
He tries to get God's children to sin, so that he will 
bring shame on God and also cause God to be angry 
with them and chastise them. He loves to make life hard 
for the Christian and to take away their peace and joy. 
He is called Apollyon, the destroyer, because he is the 
opposite of the Creator. He is described in Scripture 
(Eph.6:12) by various terms which speak of his great 
power: 'principalities and powers' (angelic beings), 'rulers 
of darkness' (great forces), and 'spiritual wickedness in 
high places' (wicked spirits in the heavenly realm). It 
was far easier for David to fight Goliath than it is for 
us to fight Satan. He is invisible, cunning, powerful and 
experienced, and has access to our minds. He hates us 
with a bitter hatred.

Wiles
Satan has many wiles (Eph.6:11). Sometimes he comes as 

The Christian Warfare (Eph  6:10-20)



4 FREE CHURCH WITNESS

a roaring lion to frighten us and other times as an angel 
of light, quoting Scripture to deceive us. He can come 
to us directly or through other people. Sometimes he 
will even use a Christian to deceive us. Jesus, discerning 
that his disciple Peter was being used in this way, had 
to say to him, 'Get thee behind me Satan' (Mt.16:23). 
He can work on our pride, our lust, our anger and 
our covetousness. He came to Eve saying to her that 
if she obeyed him and sinned she would be like God 
(Gen.3:5). To Jacob he said, you will miss out on the 
blessing and Esau will get it (Gen.27). To David, with 
regard to Bathsheba, the devil said, you can have fun and 
no-one will find out (2Sam.11). To Peter, he whispered, 
you will be arrested and suffer greatly if you don't 
deny Jesus (Lk.22:54-62). To Demas he said, look at the 
worldly riches and pleasures which can be yours instead 
of the trials you now face (2Tim.4:10). Sometimes he 
comes indirectly. Balaam wanted the reward which was 
promised for cursing Israel. He couldn't curse them 
so he didn't get the reward, but then he advised the 
Moabites to send their beautiful young women to invite 
the Israelites to parties, and to try to involve them in 
idolatry and immorality. He got the desired result. Many 
Israelites died under the chastisement of God. But he 
himself also felt the judgment of the Lord. He was slain 
by Israel (Numb.25; 31:8,16).

Resist
Watch and pray! Be on your guard constantly as the 
enemy is always looking for an opportunity to overcome 
you. If you were fighting ISIS in Iraq or the Taliban in 
Afghanistan you would have to be always on watch for 
snipers and roadside bombs. Sadly, we are often caught 
off guard and sin. We feel pathetically helpless but must 
not give up. We disgrace God by falling again but we 
must get up, repent, and trust in Christ and resist the 
devil. We are powerless in and of ourselves. We need the 
armour God provides. Let us fight the good fight with 
the equipment the Lord gives.

The Armour (Eph 6:14-18)
 1) The belt of Truth (v.14). Loose robes were 
commonly worn in New Testament times. These are 
kept from tangling the feet by the girdle or belt. What is 
this belt of truth? Some think it is the Bible, but that is 
the sword of the Spirit and would be needless repetition. 
Others think it is truthfulness and sincerity but that 
is always deficient and is not really truth. All of us are 
deceitful and hypocritical to a certain extent. Rather 
it is the truth subjectively considered – receiving the 
truth and standing on the truth. Jesus said, 'The truth 
shall make you free' (Jn.8:32). Receive the truth, not 
traditions, nor human reason, nor philosophy which are 
mere spiders' webs. You need a strong and reliable belt.
 2) The breastplate of Righteousness (v.14). 
Some say Paul is referring to our own righteousness and 

holiness, to our good life, but, alas, at its very best that 
is full of holes. No, rather it must be the righteousness 
of Christ which alone is perfect. You have sinned, Satan 
says, so just give up and despair. You might as well sin 
more. No, you must say, I will not give up, I am justified 
and forgiven.
 3) The shoes of the Gospel (v.15). Alexander 
the Great and the Romans had great victories because 
of their good footwear and so being able to march fast. 
The gospel fills our hearts with joy. It makes us light of 
foot because Christ died and we have peace with God.
 4) The shield of Faith (v.16). The Roman shield 
was like a door: four feet tall by two and a half feet broad. 
It could guard against darts which were dipped in pitch 
and set on fire. These are blasphemous and unbelieving 
thoughts. We wonder where they came from. Whatever 
the temptation cleave to Christ. Sometimes we have 
sudden attacks of lust. Run to Christ. That is faith. Trust 
Him. Look to Jesus alone. Like a limpet cling to the Rock.
 5) The helmet of Salvation (v.17). You are 
saved. Your sins are forgiven. Christ is in you. Nothing 
shall separate you from the love of Christ. You have a 
great hope of salvation. Having this hope for the future 
purify yourself 'as he is pure' (1Jn.3:3).
 6) The sword of the Spirit (v.17). This is the 
only weapon for attack. It is not to be your reasoning and 
arguments by which you vanquish Satan. He is too clever 
for you and me. Rather, like Christ our great example, 
we should say to him, 'Get thee behind me Satan for 
it is written...'. Quote to him the commandments and 
the promises and the warnings. He cannot resist God's 
Word.
 7) Conclusion (v.18). We are to be praying 
always with all prayer and supplication. This is not an 
extra piece of the armour but rather is to go with all 
the rest. As you put on the armour and in using it, pray. 
Be always watching and praying so as to discern the 
enemy. Be a fighter for God and seek the Lord's help by 
prayer. You shall yet have the victory. 'We are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us' (Rom.8:37).

"Be a fighter for God and seek 
the Lord's help by prayer."
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The family and the congregation of Bracadale 
suffered a great loss in the early hours of 24th 
October with the lamented passing of a long-

standing elder Alasdair Nicolson of Amer, Struan. He was 
in his 89th year. Alasdair had enjoyed good health to the 
end, but it was with suddenness that his soul passed from 
this earthly scene into the Lord’s nearer presence.
Alexander Neil Nicolson was born at Penifiler, near 
Portree, on the Isle of Skye, on 8th April, 1926. Alasdair, as 
he was known, was a young boy when his father moved 
the family to Struan. Although Alasdair’s father had been 
an adherent of the Church of Scotland he moved to the 
Free Church and the family attended the congregation 
at Struan. Alasdair was to live all his days in Struan and 
became a farmer in succession to his father, eventually 
handling a fair number of cattle and a considerable 
flock of sheep. In due time he became one of the most 
respected sheep farmers on the Island. It was only when 
he was  well into his 80s that Alasdair ‘retired’ by selling 
off his cattle and most of his sheep, though he did keep 
some to the end of his days. He subsequently donated a 
cup awarded annually – the Amer Trophy – for the best 
pen of Cheviot rams at the Northern Pastoral Club sale 
in Dingwall Mart. A feature of Alasdair’s working life was a 
deep respect for the Lord’s day as the Christian Sabbath. 
Though he was always extremely caring for his livestock 
he very rarely was absent from Sabbath worship even in 
lambing seasons. Apart from rare bouts of sickness the 
present writer recalls that only pressing emergencies 
kept him from his place at worship. 
In 1957 Alasdair married Flora Maclean from Waternish 
and in due time two daughters, Catriona and Alexandra, 
were born to them. Parents and daughters all came to 
profess faith in the Saviour. Though always attentive to 
the powerful ministry of the Rev Kenneth Mackay at 
Bracadale, it was not until the April Communion of 1974 
that Alasdair came to profess personal faith in Christ 
and went forward to the Lord’s table. Five years later 
he was ordained to the eldership and served faithfully 
in that office to the end. He also served for many years 
as Session Clerk and as a congregational Precentor 
(his father had been a precentor before him). Although 
his native language was Gaelic and he was adept in the 
Gaelic precenting he adapted well also to the English 
style. He also regularly took the evening services at 
Struan. Besides such faithful service at the congregational 
level, Alasdair frequently took his place as a Presbytery 

elder and also as a member of General Assembly, before 
and after 2000.
Alasdair was a man of true spirituality and old-school 
piety. He was firm in his love to Christ, to the Word 
of God, and to Free Church convictions. He bemoaned 
changes that took place in general in the church in 
Skye and elsewhere in his lifetime. It was clear what his 
position would be in the troubles that engulfed the Free 
Church in the latter part of the 20th century and when 
the division came in January 2000 he conscientiously 
supported those who adhered to the Free Church 
(Continuing). He never departed from the faith of the 
fathers. He was a quiet man, but exuded spiritual wisdom 
and was full of anecdotes on spiritual and social themes. 
His mother was a MacInnes from the south of the Island. 
A kinsman, an uncle of his mother, was Malcolm MacInnes. 
He was a bit of a polymath with considerable poetic,  
musical and literary gifts. In his youth in the late 19th and 
early 20th century MacInnes was one of the world’s top 
shot putters and hammer throwers. He was a graduate 
in law from Edinburgh University and the University of 
Cape Town. He had an outstanding career in law in South 
Africa. Though he had a brother who became a Free 
Church missionary at Duirinish at one point, Malcolm 
had only peripheral interest in the Church. A bachelor 
all his days, after his death his estate was shared among 
the nephews and nieces. Alasdair once told the writer 

Obituary - Mr Alasdair Nicholson 
(Elder, Bracadale)
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that his mother used what she received to have the first 
electricity installed in the Struan Church. Apparently she 
said 'Uncle Malcolm didn’t do much for the Church in 
his life, so what he has left will do something for the 
Church after his death'!
The timing of Alasdair's passing was a matter of divine 
ordering. It would be just a week before the induction 
of a new minister, Rev Calum Smith, to which he had 
looked forward eagerly. It was not to be, for him. We 
mourn with those who mourn and weep with those that 
weep. Especially do we commend his dear widow, Flora, 

daughters Catriona Gracie and Alexandra Pettinger, 
sons-in-law the Rev James Gracie and Gavin Pettinger, 
and grandchildren Rachel, Alison and Lydia Gracie, and 
Marcus and Imogen Pettinger. We also commiserate 
with the minister and congregation of Bracadale & 
Duirinish in their loss. One sister – Mrs Una Morrison 
(92) of Inverness – survives him. May the Lord keep and 
sustain them all in their loss, until the day break and the 
shadows flee away.

Rev John W Keddie

Privileges of Preaching the Gospel
Rev Andrew Allan

Substance of an address given at the Free Church School in Theology in September 2013

Notice, first and foremost, what a Master you 
serve! It is a privilege to preach such a wonderful 
Master. This was not always the case. You were 

in the world serving sin, self and Satan. You were not 
different from others. You may have been more moral or 
outwardly upright but in essence you were not different. 
You may have enjoyed Gospel privileges and ordinances 
but you can testify to the fact that you were a Christ 
rejecter! But by the grace of God you were transformed 
and taken out of the kingdom of darkness and brought 
into the kingdom of light. A day came in your experience 
when the Lord Jesus Christ became a reality to you and 
your life was changed. As the Psalmist says, ‘He raiseth up 
the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the 
dunghill’ (Ps.113:7). You can say with joy and gratefulness 
you now serve another Master. Your days of unbelief 
should make you sympathetic towards those who are 
still in their sins, without God and without hope in the 
world.
As you make your way in the Gospel ministry it is good 
to remember your ordination vows. Many here will 
have an FCC background and will have taken the same 
ordination vows that I took, whilst others not from our 
background will have taken similar vows. Our ordination 
vow No. 7 says: ‘Are not zeal for the honour of God, 
love to Jesus Christ, and desire of saving souls, your 
great motives and chief inducements to enter into the 
function of the holy ministry, and not worldly designs 
and interests?’ 
It is good to remember you were once an unbeliever 
and to remember you entered into the holy ministry 
to see men saved. This really is the whole ethos and 
purpose of the School in Theology, is it not? Is it not 

to make you better fishers of men? To be soul winners 
after the pattern of Christ? You do want to know your 
Bibles and your theology better, but only in order that 
you might be more useful in soul winning. 

1  An Adorable Person
1. When considering the privileges of preaching the 
gospel remember Christ’s adorable Person. He has 
come from heaven. He is the eternal Son of God. He 
is the Creator of the sun, the moon and the stars. He 
is the one who has put all things in place. This is the 
Son of God who became the Son of Man and came 
to earth taking upon Himself human nature. Since He 
is the One who came from heaven can He not speak 
infallibly about heaven? ‘To whom else shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life’, says Peter. Peter at this 
time in his experience was ignorant of many things but 
he knew that Christ and Christ alone has the words of 
eternal life. This is what we must dogmatically assert in 
our preaching.
You preach and serve the Lord Jesus Christ who is 
perfect God and perfect man. As Paul says, ‘For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily’ (Col.2:9). 
Can you understand this person who came to this sin-
sick world and humbled Himself and suffered and died 
for unworthy sinners? Can you explain why He should 
do this? You cannot, but it should cause us to worship 
Him and serve Him and prostrate ourselves before Him 
and pray that others might come unto Him also. Oh! 
That many would say like Thomas: ‘My Lord and my God’.
What do all His miracles teach us? Surely they clearly 
demonstrate His deity. This is the One who can read 
your thoughts. What a humbling experience for you 
and your hearers to grasp that Christ reads thoughts! 
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He raised the dead – none could do this but God in 
the flesh. No wonder His disciples exclaimed on one 
occasion, ‘What manner of man is this that even the 
wind and the sea obey him’. You are to be taken up with 
this person so that you love Him. This will come across 
to your congregation.
You have a warning that Christ will not share His glory 
with you: ‘I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory 
will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven 
images’ (Is.42:8). You must be careful when preaching the 
gospel that you do not seek glory for yourself but for 
Christ and Christ alone.
Sin is serious. The Son of God had to come down from 
heaven to rescue us. We could not do this ourselves. 
Mankind had plenty of opportunities from the Fall to 
the coming of Christ to rectify the problem between 
God and man but to no avail. History describes to 
us the pitiful plight of the Jewish and Gentile world 
at the time of Christ. He came and dealt with this 
so-serious problem. This must be impressed upon your 
congregations today; the seriousness of their sin.
Our Saviour is gracious. As you look at the life of  Christ 
as depicted in the Gospels, you see the graciousness of 
the Master. See how He treated His disciples who were 
slow to learn. Was it not line upon line and precept 
upon precept with the Lord? Did He not explain and 
re-explain things to his disciples? He dealt lovingly and 
graciously with all. What were the disciples doing just 

before Christ was crucified? They were debating who 
would be the greatest! How did Jesus deal with them? 
Did He rebuke them or scold them? No, he dealt with 
them graciously. How did Jesus deal with His mother 
when suffering on the cross? He said to John, ‘Behold thy 
mother’. How did he treat the little children when their 
parents brought them forward to be blessed and the 
disciples sought to remove them? ‘Suffer  little children 
to come unto me and forbid them not for of such is 
the Kingdom of Heaven’. Brethren, in your preaching set 
forth a gracious Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, He is almighty and 
powerful but is He not gracious? Is He not the friend 
of sinners and have you not known that in your own 
experience? Have you not failed Him on many occasions 
and has He not remained gracious? Let your hearers 
know for certain that Christ is gracious! ‘Father forgive 
them for they know not what they do’. The thief on the 
cross prayed, ‘Remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom’. Others were railing against Christ and He 
ignored them but He heard the voice of the penitent and 
what a message the thief received in return, ‘Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise’, something away beyond 
his expectations. He asked to be remembered and was 
granted a place in paradise. You can preach to those who 
have lived all their life in sin or who are on the brink of 
eternity and tell them to turn to Christ who will deal 
with them graciously. Is this not a privilege above all 
privileges?

"You have a warning that Christ 
will not share His glory with you: 
‘I am the Lord: that is my name: 
and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to 

graven images’ (Is.42:8). 

You must be careful when 
preaching the gospel that you do 

not seek glory for yourself but for 
Christ and Christ alone."
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He is resolute and determined. As you preach Christ in 
all His fulness make sure to bring to your congregation’s 
attention that Christ was determined to do the will 
of God at all times. Though tempted He would not be 
distracted. We bless God that He did not and could not 
fall. On another occasion when He had fed thousands 
they wanted to make Him a king. The crowds were 
pleased to have their bellies filled and said to themselves, 
‘Here is the man who will save us from the Romans and 
be our king and make us into a powerful nation again. 
Come let us make Him king’. But He would have nothing 
to do with their plan and dismissed the crowd. Why? 
Because it was not the will of God. He had to suffer and 
die. There was a cross before the crown. Does this not 
inform you of Christ’s willingness to save all that will 
come to Him? Even His disciples sought to deter Him. 
Peter, after his wonderful confession, tried to keep Him 
from suffering and dying but was unsuccessful. You can 
tell all your hearers that Christ is willing to save them 
if they will but come to Him. For the joy set before 
Him He endured the cross. Does this not reinforce to 
you that it is a privilege to preach the gospel, to tell 
of this One who was so willing to die and who is so 
determined to save sinners? If your hearers perish it is 
because they will not come to Christ and not because 
Christ will not receive them!

2  A Glorious Calling
You have received a glorious calling. As a gospel minister 
you have received the highest calling known to man. 
In and of yourself you are nothing, but to be a gospel 
preacher is everything. You stand between God and men 
and proclaim the only message of salvation. You are a 
herald of God and you have been set apart by the King 
and Head of the church, the Lord Jesus Christ. You must 
preach the gospel. You have an inward call. It is hard to 
define but if we don’t have this inward calling, or strong 
desire, or compulsion to preach, then we should not be 
in the gospel ministry. No seminary or presbytery can 
give this to you, only Christ. We do not despise other 
callings but we recognise the uniqueness and sacredness 
of the holy ministry. We are quick to acknowledge that 
we need bakers, builders, doctors, etc. You all need and 
value the doctor. You consult him and he prescribes 
some treatment for your ailment. You are happy when 
you recover. But you will consult him again and usually 
things get more serious as you get older. The medical 
profession do the best they can but it is a patch-up 
job. Eventually death overcomes. In short, all they do is 
of temporary benefit. Whatever medical care you get 
you will enter eternity and it will be heaven or hell. In 
contrast, the gospel minister is about eternal realities. 
Remind yourselves that in a very real sense your 
ministry will have an effect on the eternal well-being of 
your hearers. All your hearers shall stand before Christ’s 

great white throne. In your gospel ministries you are 
trying to prepare your hearers for that day. 
You have received a holy calling; therefore you are to 
be a holy man. When Jesus chose His Apostles from 
His disciples it was so that they would be with Him. 
The gospel minister must not only be united to Christ 
by faith but must in a very real sense spend time with 
Christ. It must be union and communion with Christ for 
the gospel preacher. You must be a spiritually-minded 
man. ‘For to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace’ (Rom.8:6). Let all 
of you know what it is to have much secret time with 
Christ when you pour out your heart before Him in 
prayer seeking His blessing upon your labours. ‘Who is 
sufficient for such things?’ You are not only responsible 
for your own souls but for the souls of others who have 
signed a call and asked you to leave whatever you were 
doing and minister unto them.

3  A Glorious Message
You are entrusted with a glorious message. You are 
dealing with the most important subject which affects all 
mankind. I like to listen to the news and see what is going 
on in the world. But more and more the news bulletins 
have a sense of vanity about them. They will tell you 
about major, important world and national events one 
minute and then, the very next, they will focus on how 
the tennis star Andy Murray is faring! In the North there 
is a news programme where they have a break when the 
news stops and the viewer is informed about the latest 
Hollywood movie. Fact and fiction are presented side 

"You stand between God and men 
and proclaim the only message of 

salvation. 
You are a herald of God and you 
have been set apart by the King 

and Head of the church, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

You must preach the gospel."
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There is such a thing as going back in religion, after 
making a good profession. Men may run well for a 

season, like the Galatians, and then turn aside after false 
teachers. Men may profess loudly, while their feelings are 
warm, as Peter did; and then, in the hour of trial, deny 
their Lord. Men may lose their first love, as the Ephesians 
did. Men may cool down in their zeal to do well, like 
Mark, the companion of Paul. Men may follow an apostle 
for a season, and then, like Demas, go back to the world. 
All these things men may do. 
It is a miserable thing to be a backslider. Of all unhappy 
things that can befall a man, I suppose this is the worst. 
A stranded ship, a broken wing, a garden overrun with 
weeds, a harp without strings, a church in ruins - all these 
are sadsights; but a backslider is a sadder sight still. 
That true grace shall never be extinguished, a true union 
with Christ never broken off, I feel no doubt. But I do 
believe that a man may fall away so far that he will lose 
sight of his own grace, and despair of his own salvation. 
And if this is not hell, it is certainly the next thing to it! 
A wounded conscience, a mind sick of itself, a memory 
full of self reproach, and a heart pierced through with the 

Lord’s arrows, a spirit 
broken with a load of 
inward accusations, all this is a taste of hell. It is hell on 
earth. Truly that saying of the wise man is solemn and 
weighty: ‘The backslider in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways’ (Prov.14:14). 
Now, what is the cause of most backsliding? I believe, as 
a general rule, one of the chief causes is the neglect of 
private prayer. Of course the secret history of falls will 
not be known until the last day. I can only give my opinion 
as a minister of Christ and a student of the heart. That 
opinion is, I repeat distinctly, that backsliding generally 
first begins with the neglect of prayer.
Bibles read without prayer, sermons heard without 
prayer, marriages contracted without prayer, journeys 
undertaken without prayer, residences chosen without 
prayer, friendships formed without prayer, the daily act 
of prayer itself hurried over or gone through without 
heart, these are the kinds of downward steps whereby 
many a Christian descends to a condition of spiritual 
palsy, or reaches a point where God allows him to have 
a tremendous fall. 

Cause of Backsliding
J C Ryle

by side as if both were of equal importance. You have 
something much better and weightier - eternal truth 
which all need to hear. Therefore having this glorious 
calling and glorious message you are to devote yourself 
to its proclamation. You must study it to proclaim it. It 
must captivate you and dominate you. It will demand 
the bulk of your time and attention to prepare for the 
preaching of God’s Word. You are to make sure that 
you do not get distracted. Paul said to Timothy, ‘Thou 
therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with 
the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier’ (2Tim.2:3,4).
Do not get involved in politics. One church recently 
made representations to the Scottish Government 
seeking to speed up making the A9 a dual carriageway to 
Inverness. Press releases contained emotive sentiments 
with which few of us would disagree, but is this the 
business of the gospel preacher? To our mind it is not, 

for we have politicians and councillors to deal with 
these matters. The early church had a problem when 
the Grecian widows  were being overlooked in the 
distribution of food. The Apostles met and decided they 
would not get involved but instead they would delegate 
this matter to others. They would devote themselves 
to prayer and the ministry of the word. The gospel 
preacher must prioritise his life so that he devotes the 
best of his time, energy and talents to the proclamation 
of God’s Word.
This message will prevail and overcome for it is the 
power of God unto salvation. Despite what we see to 
the contrary the Lord Jesus Christ shall be victorious. 
Every knee shall bow before Him and the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and His Christ and He shall reign for ever and ever. 
Therefore, fellow-ministers, recognise your privileges 
and devote yourselves afresh to your calling.
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News

Sunrise Christian School 
Victor Murphy

We thank God for the blessed 
and successful half a year at 

Sunrise Christian School in Glasgow. 
On August 18th 2014, the school 
opened with five pupils, two paid 
staff and seven volunteer classroom 
assistants. In January, four new 
part-time pupils were enrolled and 
we hope to further increase pupil 
numbers in autumn 2015, with God’s 
blessing. 
The pupils are progressing 
terrifically. We are in the midst of 
learning multiplication, division, verb 
tenses and more. The children have 
memorised Proverbs 1:1-6 and will 
shortly be learning verse 7: 'The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction' – very 

applicable to a Christian School! In 
our Catechism work, the pupils have 
considered Adam’s Fall and sin and 
what that means for us. We have 
combined our term project with 
Geography to study European food, 
which provides many a fun and tasty 
lesson! Our ability to speak in sign 
language is progressing since we use 
it every week to communicate with 
a native BSL (British Sign Language) 
speaker. In February, we enjoyed 
getting together with the Christian 
homeschooling families in Glasgow 
to learn about how huge the 

Universe is and to do some space 
experiments. Of course there is 
more: cross-stitch, knitting, recorder, 
ancient Egypt, Latin verbs, making a 
'TV advertisement' against littering! 
In all of this, the Lord has been good 
to us. We thank Him for our minds 
and our abilities to work. 

Missionary Shot in 
Congo 

Christian Institute

A missionary who has served in 
Africa for nearly 50 years says 

God saved her life when she was 
attacked by bandits. Maud Kells, from 
Cookstown in Northern Ireland, 
told the BBC about her ordeal 
after arriving safely home from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. She 
said she had no ill feeling to the bandit 
who shot her, commenting: 'I just 
pray that through this experience, 
he will come to his senses and 
realise what a dreadful thing he did'. 
Maud has worked to build medical 
facilities, a school and an office and 
is now involved in constructing a 
nursery. She was awarded an OBE in 
this year’s New Year’s Honours List.
Speaking to BBC Newsline about 
the violent attack, Maud explained 
that she was shot in the shoulder 
and nearly killed. 'The bullet just 
missed my lung. It just missed a 
large blood vessel by a fraction 
of a centimetre. If it had hit that, I 
would have just died on the spot 
from severe haemorrhaging'. But as 
she lay wounded, she thought: 'Lord 
I’m not really ready to go, I’m still in 
the middle of building this nursery'. 

Ballyclare & Doagh FCC 
Conference

Saturday 30th May at 12noon
Venue: Torrens Hall, Doagh 

Paper 1,
'Is there a Sin Unpardoned?'

Speaker: Rev David Silversides. 

Paper 2, 
'Is Apostasy Redundant?'

Speaker: Rev E Trevor Kirkland. 

Hot lunch provided. 
Contact, Rev T Kirkland, 

Tel: (028) 93341238.

Above: Sofia, on her first day at 
Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow
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It took some time for assistance to 
arrive as locals in the village of Mulita 
were concerned by the noise of the 
gun, but she was then airlifted to 
hospital with help from the Mission 
Aviation Fellowship charity. Maud, 
who works for WEC International 
mission agency, returned to 
Northern Ireland and is receiving 
treatment for her injuries. She told 
the BBC: 'What an honour to suffer 
with our Lord Jesus Christ'.

Petition against 
Assisted Suicide 

Christian Institute

More than 10,000 people have 
signed a petition against 

assisted suicide in Scotland, as the 
Holyrood parliament considers 
a Bill which would introduce the 
practice. The Petition is organised 
by Care Not Killing (CNK), an 
umbrella organisation of individuals 
and groups that opposes assisted 

suicide and 
s u p p o r t s 
better end-
of-life care. 
Dr Gordon 
Macdonald, 
from CNK, 
said petition 
n u m b e r s 
are growing 
as people 
b e c o m e 
m o r e 
aware of 
the details 
of the 
legislation.

Under the 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill, 
people as young as 16 could be 
given assistance to end their lives 
even if they are not terminally ill. 
Dr Macdonald commented: 'In 
recent weeks as the Bill has been 
scrutinised we have witnessed 
repeated and sustained criticism 
from a variety of sources'. He added 
that experts in palliative care, law 
and ethics have expressed 'serious 
and genuine concerns'. 'This is a 
poorly written, badly constructed 
Bill and the sheer numbers of people 
who have criticised whole parts of 
it, quite aside from any moral or 
ethical objections, only highlight the 
problems with the legislation'.
In the US state of Oregon, which 
enacted assisted suicide legislation 
in 1997, figures have been released 
showing a record high in the numbers 
of people who died after being 
prescribed lethal drugs. For the first 

time, more than 100 people in one 
year were assisted in their suicide 
by physicians. Reporting the figures, 
CNK noted the state’s population 
is 'barely a 16th of the United 
Kingdom’s' and so the statistics 
equate to over 1,600 assisted 
suicides in the UK. 'Let these figures', 
it concludes, 'remind us that we 
must recommit to care and support, 
not a counsel of despair'.

Challenging Ofsted’s 
‘British values’ agenda 

Christian Institute

We continue to be very alarmed 
by Ofsted’s promotion of the 

‘British values’ agenda in schools 
across England. You will no doubt 
have heard about the Christian and 
Orthodox Jewish schools which 
have been targeted by Ofsted 
inspections hostile to their ethos. 
Young children have been subjected 
to invasive questioning by school 
inspectors over issues such as 
sexuality, transsexualism and their 
religious beliefs. The vague ‘British 
values’ programme allows far too 
much scope for the personal beliefs 
of inspectors to influence Ofsted 
reports. But Education Secretary 
Nicky Morgan is relying on one such 
report in her decision to close The 
Durham Free School. Ofsted must 
be reined in and yet there has so 
far been a muted response from 
most politicians. Ministers have told 
Parliament that Ofsted is continuing 
to investigate complaints of 
inappropriate questioning, but there 
has been no public announcement of 

Desk

Missionary Maud Kells OBE
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the outcome and no reversal of the policy.
Pray:
 - that the final Home Office guidance will not 
interfere with the freedom of university CUs;
 - that Ofsted and the Department for Education 
would reassess their priorities, respect the religious 
ethos of schools and focus on good education for all;
 - for staff, pupils and parents at the Christian 
schools targeted under ‘British values’;
 - for wisdom and discernment for Britain’s 
governing authorities as they respond to the threat of 
Islamist terrorism;
 - that our Christian freedoms will not fall victim 
to aggressive secularism.

Persecution of Florist 
Christian Institute

A Christian florist who refused to provide flowers for 
a gay wedding in the US has declined a settlement 

offer that would have saved her home and business. The 
day after a judge ruled that Barronelle Stutzman had 
broken state laws, Washington State’s Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson offered to drop his lawsuit if she paid a fine 
and agreed to make flower arrangements for same-sex 
ceremonies. But Stutzman rejected the offer, explaining in 
a letter to Ferguson that it’s about 'freedom not money'. 
'I certainly don’t relish the idea of losing my business, my 
home, and everything else that your lawsuit threatens to 
take from my family, but my freedom to honour God in 
doing what I do best is more important. Washington’s 
constitution guarantees us “freedom of conscience in all 
matters of religious sentiment”. I cannot sell that precious 
freedom', she said. Religious liberty organisation Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF) is representing Stutzman, and 
plans to appeal the court’s decision. 
In March 2013 – three months after marriage was 

redefined in Washington – Stutzman told long-standing 
customer Robert Ingersoll that she could not arrange 
flowers for his wedding because of her relationship 
with Jesus Christ. The court heard that Stutzman would 
have provided the raw materials, but felt that arranging 
the flowers for a same-sex wedding involved freedom 
of expression, and went against her Christian beliefs 
about marriage. Ingersoll wrote about the incident on 
Facebook, which led to Stutzman receiving hate mail and 
a threat to burn down her business, Arlene’s Flowers.
Ingersoll and his partner Curt Freed were offered 
free flowers for their wedding from other florists. The 
state’s Attorney General, Bob Ferguson, filed a lawsuit 
under consumer protection laws, before the gay couple 
launched their own legal action. A previous court ruling 
in January means Stutzman could lose her home and 
savings, as a judge said the state and the couple may 
collect damages and lawyers’ fees from Stutzman’s 
business and her personally.

Nigeria 
E Kendal

On 11 February Boko Haram used two girls as suicide 
bombers in an  attack on Diffa in south-east Niger, 

killing seven. On 16 February a female suicide bomber 
was used to attack a bus station in Damaturu, Yobe 
State. On 21 February the Nigerian Army liberated Baga, 
scoring a significant victory. There were many casualties 
and the jihadists were forced to abandon much weaponry. 
Mopping up continues. On Sunday 22 February a seven-
year-old girl died along with seven others when Boko 
Haram attacked a market in the city of Potiskum, 
Yobe, using the seven-year-old girl as a suicide bomber. 
Terrorism continues. US military equipment to aid in 
the fight against Boko Haram has arrived in Cameroon. 
On Tues 24 February Chadian soldiers engaged Boko 
Haram fighters near Garambu in Nigeria's far north-
east, reportedly killing 207 jihadists. May the Lord break 
through his enemies in northern Nigeria. Please pray.

Libya-Egypt 
E Kendal

Copts (traditional Egyptian Christians) are imperilled 
since IS called for a jihad against them on the 

false grounds that they persecute Muslim women. The 
beheading of 21 Copts on a Libyan beach – an act IS 
described as 'a message  signed with blood to the nation 
of the Cross' (i.e. for Christians everywhere) – has 
shattered the Coptic community. However, mingled with 
the grief is a sense of honour. We can assume that in 
line with Sharia protocols, the Copts would have been 
given an opportunity to renounce Christ and convert to 
Islam to save their lives. Instead, they died proclaiming 
'Yasouh, Yasouh, Jesus, Jesus'. As several commentators 
have noted, the Coptic martyrs had the victory that day, 
dying undefeated. Also, as Sam Solomon (a convert from 

Above: Florist Barronelle Stutzman
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Islam) notes, 'We know this was not the end of the story, 
according to the promise of our Lord in Revelation 2:10, 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life'.

Laos Church leaders imprisoned 
E Kendal

On 12 February the People's Court of Savannakhet 
Province ruled that five Christian leaders – pastors 

Kaithong, Puphet, Muk and Hasadee, as well as lay-leader 
Tiang – were guilty of a criminal offence causing death. 
They had been arrested in June 2014 as they gathered 
to mourn Mrs Chan's death after a long period of illness 
and hospitalisation. Because they had prayed with Mrs 
Chan, the Christians were deemed to have practised 
medicine without a licence, for which they were issued 
huge fines and sentenced to nine months in prison. The 
Christians were denied legal representation. This is gross 
injustice and abuse of power by authorities who just 
want to intimidate and persecute church leaders. Prison 
conditions in Laos are appalling and torture is routine. 
Please pray. 

Assyrian Christians Suffer 
E Kendal

Hasseka Province in Syria's north-east is contiguous 
with Nineveh in northern Iraq and historically home 

to many Assyrian Christians. Since early 2012 the region 
has been heavily infiltrated by Islamic jihadists entering 

from Turkey (to fight the Kurds) and coming across from 
Mosul with a view to establishing a Caliphate. Presented 
with the options of conversion to Islam, subjugation 
with jizya (protection money), death or exile, most of 
Hasseka's Christians opted for exile and fled; only a 
remnant remained.  
On Monday 23 February at about 4am Islamic State (IS) 
jihadists stormed 35 Assyrian Christian villages along a 
40km stretch of the Khabour River south of Qomishli 
in Hasseka Province, forcing some 3000 Christians to 
flee for their lives. Churches were razed and at least 150 
Christians are now captives of IS, which recently called 
for Christians to be killed. IS has reportedly demanded a 
prisoner exchange with Kurdish forces. If the Kurds do 
not release their captured jihadists, then the Christian 
captives will be horrifically killed. Pray for deliverance.

New Psalmody CD

The Free Church (Continuing) hopes to release 
Volume 11 in their Psalm Singing series, Worthy 

to be Praised in time for the forthcoming Assembly 
(18th May). This double CD continues to support 
the twelve-year teaching programme which has been 
produced by the Church. The 'Listening Disc' has twelve 
Psalm portions sung unaccompanied. Many people enjoy 
listening to unaccompanied Psalm-singing in harmony 
and this recording has been lovingly prepared by people 
in the pew. It is hoped that the CD will be an aid to 

devotion and an encouragement to praise. 
With their focus on God's grace in the 
gospel of His Son and their richness in 
Christian experience, the Book of Psalms 
has provided a truly catholic manual of 
praise which spans the ages. 
The second disc is a teaching one, with 
the aim of assisting people to learn to 
sing in harmony. Each of the twelve tunes 
and the other three parts are all sung in 
sol-fa. Those with no knowledge of sol-fa 
just need to hum along with the singing. 
For those who are willing to learn new 
tunes and learn the parts, this CD should 
prove helpful.
This Double CD costs £8.00. May God 
use it for His glory and may He who is 
worthy to be praised be honoured by 
many making melody in their hearts to 
the Lord. 
All ten volumes of the series, and by 
May, Volume 11 also, may be bought on 
line at www.sing-the-psalms.webs.com 
or ordered through the Clerk to the 
Psalmody Committee, Rev Andrew Allan: 
revara@tiscali.co.uk.

Worthy to be Praised, Vol 11, CD Cover
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Books
Scottish Reformation Society 

Historical Journal, vol  5
Douglas Somerset (ed.)

Scottish Reformation Society, 
pbk, 406pp, £9.95

The latest number of the SRS Journal 
opens with a detailed study of the 

chronology of the Scottish Reformation 
in late June 1559, particularly of the 
destruction of Romanist friaries in the 
Scottish cities. This valuable research 
demonstrates the extent of popular 
support for the Protestant cause as 
much more substantial than most 
historians would acknowledge: exhibited, 
for example, in the willing reform of the 
Magdalen Chapel by its owners, the 
Hammermen’s Guild.  
Matthew Vogan has contributed a 
thoughtful study of Samuel Rutherford, 
addressing the loose assumptions 
frequently entertained by biographers 
regarding the circumstances of his 
conversion. Drawing on the valuable 
researches of Joel Beeke into the 
Puritan teaching on preparation 
for conversion, Vogan shows how 
Rutherford undoubtedly drew from 
personal experience in his frequent and 
richly experimental discussion of the 
doctrine of conversion, and was always 
clear on the need for both law and 
gospel in evangelistic preaching.  
John Smith addresses a more recent 
subject in Roderick MacCowan of 
Kiltarlity, a colourful yet scholarly 
minister of the twentieth century Free 
Church, and author of the invaluable 
biographical collection The Men of Skye. 
John Keddie adds a useful overview 
of the coming of the Gospel to Skye, 
particularly in the notable revival of 
1812, while Jeffrey Stephen challenges 

the conventional narrative of a lack of 
support for the National Covenant in 
the North of Scotland, demonstrating 
substantial support for the cause of the 
Covenant in armed conflict with the 
King. Other papers are more specialised 
in focus. Robert Dickie continues his 
researches into the Scots Church in 
Rotterdam, showing especially the 
challenges faced by the congregation due 
to the malignant opposition of Charles 
II from across the water. Norman 
Campbell continues his studies into 
the Anti-Burgher remnant in Edinburgh, 
with a paper on their pastor in the early 
Victorian period, James Wright.  
More controversially, Roy Middleton 
draws to a close his lengthy but 
fascinating account of the disciplined 
minister Jonathan Ranken Anderson, 
exposing the startling instability of 
Anderson, who sometimes privately 
acknowledged his guilt of the charges laid 
against him by the Free Church, yet at 
other times ludicrously sentimentalised 
his own stance, which was really that of 
a fugitive from discipline.  His analysis of 
the critique that Anderson made against 
the Free Church, printed as a separate 
chapter, is useful in clarifying the issues, 
and does help to make some sense of 
the case: undoubtedly there was a strain 
of Evangelicalism developing in the Free 
Church that was lighter on doctrine 
and especially on Christian experience 
than that which had gone before. 
However, Middleton is quite wrong to 
suggest that subsequent events in any 
sense vindicated Anderson’s position. 
This weak conclusion  undermines the 
whole force of his research, which has 
been to strip away the pretensions of 
Anderson and expose his own confused 
and contradictory behaviour. Anderson’s 
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critique was not that there was an unhealthy trend 
developing in the church, but that the Free Church 
was already apostate, and indeed was an antichrist. This 
led him to savage godly ministers like Kennedy and 
Smeaton, who would contend faithfully, and far more 
effectively, against the liberal tide in the decades that 
followed. In fact, the events of church history directly 
contradict Anderson’s assertions, showing that there 
was a substantial godly remnant in the Free Church 
who prized the ‘old paths’, and who eventually would 
take separate institutional form in the continuing Free 
and Free Presbyterian Churches, once the majority had 
openly departed from these principles.
One weakness of the collection is the lack of diversity 
in the authorship: no less than six of the eight writers 
included are Free Presbyterians, and this sometimes 
shows.  For example, John Smith mars an otherwise 
excellent biographical study with a couple of very loose 
phrases, referring, for example, to the ministers who 
moved over from the Free Presbyterian to the Free 
Church in 1905 as having ‘jumped ship’, which seems 
a fairly crass way to address the difficult and painful 
decision these ministers had to reach, choosing the 
imperative of Christian unity over the associations they 
had enjoyed over the preceding twelve years. Similarly, 
he refers to the Free Church as ‘cherry-picking’ good 
preachers, which is not even accurate, as the Church at 
that time was desperately short of ministers, and would 
gladly have accepted and used every one of the Free 
Presbyterian ministers.
We hope that the Editor can keep a broader readership 
in mind in the future, but otherwise strongly commend 
the value and quality of the Journal to all interested in 
Scottish church history.

Rev Alasdair Macleod

Confessing the Faith – A reader’s guide to 
the Westminster Confession of Faith

Chad Van Dixhoorn 
Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 484pp, £12.00

Chad Van Dixhoorn serves as Associate Professor of 
Church History at Reformed Theological Seminary, 

Washington, D.C., and as Associate Pastor of Grace 
Presbyterian Church in Vienna, Virginia. Reformed 
Christians are grateful to Mr Van Dixhoorn for his work 
as the general editor of the five-volume The Minutes and 
Papers of the Westminster Assembly: 1643-1652, which 
was published by Oxford University Press in 2012. It is a 
massive work and is a great resource for historians and 
theologians. 
Here Mr Van Dixhoorn provides a more popular 
work. Basically it is a commentary on the Confession. 
The treatment is broken into short readable sections 
which could be read day by day. The traditional text 

of the Confession is given along with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church’s 1936 modernised edition, printed 
in parallel columns. Good theological teaching is provided 
and readers will find the treatment interesting, readable 
and edifying.
One disappointment where obviously the author’s 
prejudice comes out is in the section on worship. He 
tries to argue (p.285) that the Westminster Assembly 
when it calls for the ‘singing of Psalms with grace in 
the heart’ actually also meant the singing of uninspired 
hymns because the proof texts given are Colossians 
3:16: ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord’, and Ephesians 5:19: ‘Speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord’. 
However we know that ‘psalms’ in these verses are 
those in the book of Psalms, ‘spiritual songs’ are those 
inspired by the Spirit and reason would say therefore 
that the ‘hymns’ are also those Spirit-inspired songs 
which are called ‘hymnos’ in the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament. He himself admits the immense amount 
of time the members gave to revising the Psalter but 
they gave no time to providing a hymnbook of uninspired 
hymns. Why not? They did not envisage such being used 
in public worship. The nineteenth century rejection by 
Presbyterian churches of exclusive Psalm-singing was a 
step down the road to Arminianism and liberalism.
Also it was disappointing to notice that Mr Van Dixhoorn 
introduces a question with regard to the length of the 
six days of creation when no question is raised by the 
text of the Confession.

Rev William Macleod

The Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible
Joel Beeke (ed.)

Reformation Heritage Books, 
hbk, 2217pp, (£25.00 on Amazon)

Reformation Heritage Books and Dr Joel Beeke 
the editor have done an excellent job in gathering 

together a large group of conservative scholars, including 
our own Rev Maurice Roberts, to produce this very 
valuable Study Bible.
The Authorised Version of the Scriptures is printed with 
useful explanatory footnotes which in a concise way 
help the reader over many difficulties and into a clearer  
understanding of the teaching of the Bible. At the end 
of each chapter there are thoughts and questions which 
are designed for use in personal or family worship. The 
notes and comments are designed to be experimental 
and encourage personal holiness. Useful introductions 
are given to each Bible book. Interspersed through the 
Bible there are articles on all kinds of theological topics: 
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Equally, we worship and adore the Son in public 
worship, and must do so consciously. The wise 
men came from the East with this intention, ‘Saying, 

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him’ 
(Mt.2:2), and His people owe Him the same. When 
we understand the blessed identity of the Son, we 
will respond as did the women faced with the risen 
Lord Jesus: ‘They came and held him by the feet, and 
worshipped him’ (Mt.28:9). The Son is the co-equal 
of the Father, possessor of the entirety of the Divine 
essence, and our emphasis on the real and true human 
nature that He took to Himself must never obscure His 
absolute right to our worship. His claims are beyond 
question, as He said: ‘Before Abraham was, I am’ (Jn.8:58). 
He is the same blessed and eternal Jehovah known and 
loved by the Old Testament fathers. 
Yet He is also entitled to a particular worship for 
His own specified functions within the economy of 
the Trinity. He is the Person to whom is ascribed the 
mediatorial relationship with the people of God, in His 
revelatory, redemptive and monarchical functions, or, 
as the Westminster standards express it, in his offices 
as prophet, priest and king. Again, let us note the law 
of threes in operation! He is the Divine Word (Jn.1:1), 
revealing the will of God to man. He is the priest and 
the offering foretold in the countless sacrificial types of 
the Old Testament. He is the protector and guide of His 
people, seen in His theonomic revelations throughout 
that dispensation, so that, as described by Micah, He 
is the ‘ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting’ (5:2). Yet this mediatorial 
relationship in three functions or offices continues in the 
New Testament dispensation (1Tim.2:5), so that we His 
people have ourselves good reason to give Him worship. 

He brought the revelation of God to man in His own 
incarnation, when He ‘made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men’ (Phil.2:7). And He ‘came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many’ (Mk.10:45), in the great antitypical 
sacrifice at Calvary. He has paid the purchase price for 
us, required by our sin, and so we share the testimony 
of the aged Jacob, that He is ‘The Angel which redeemed 
me from all evil’ (Gen.48:16). Now exalted at God’s right 
hand, ‘the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God,’ (1Tim.1:17), He ‘ever liveth to make intercession’ 
(Heb.7:25) for us, His purchased people.
So the Son deserves and requires our worship as the 
Mediator who has revealed to us, purchased for us, and 
sovereignly imparted to us an everlasting salvation. It 
is His achievement, and to Him be the glory and the 
praise of it. Thus in the Lord Jesus Christ, we worship 
God the Son who lived among us, and who died for us, 
and who is risen again to reign over us for all Eternity. 
How can there be any response when we reflect on 
such things, but true heartfelt worship? When we read 
with the assembled people of God of the Messiah 
promised, prophesied, typified, let us adore in our hearts 
the glorious fulfillment of these passages. When we read 
of the Lord Jesus in His life, death and resurrection, 
when we consider the theological explanations of these 
events in the inspired epistles, and the revelation of His 
consummated eternal glory, let us render praise to our 
Saviour-King. When we sing of His appointment in God’s 
covenant in Psalm 89:20, let us rejoice at the love that 
made Him take on human flesh to become our Messiah:
‘Ev’n David, I have found him out 
 a servant unto me;  
And with my holy oil my King 

The Trinity in Christian Practice (Part II)
Rev Alasdair Macleod

The second part of a paper delivered at the FCC Southern Presbytery Colloquium, 13 December 2014.

Last month the worship of the Father was considered.

‘God’s Foreknowledge’, ‘Christ’s Incarnation’, ‘Christ’s 
Coming Glory’, ‘Assurance of Salvation’, etc. At the end of 
the book the full texts of the great creeds and Reformed 
confessions are printed: the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene 
Creed, the Athanasian Creed, the Belgic Confession, 
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of Dort, and 
the Westminster Confession and its Catechisms. Also 
included is a useful history of the Christian Church in 

the form of one large page for each century. There is a 
concordance and a helpful series of sixteen maps.
Here we have a wonderful resource for which many 
have been eagerly waiting. These 2217+ pages provide 
food for the soul, help on the Christian road and sound 
teaching. Every home should have one.

Rev William Macleod
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 anointed him to be’.
When we sing of Him as ‘a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedek’ (Ps.110:4), and when we call on 
God to ‘bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the 
horns of the altar’ (Ps.118:27), let us reflect on Christ 
the redeemer, our priest and our atoning offering. And 
when we sing in Psalms 2, 45, 68, 72, and many other 
places, of the wonder of our Divinely appointed King, 
let us give public worship to the Son, who is now, in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, our everlasting Sovereign.
And just in the same manner, we must also give public 
worship to the Holy Spirit. He is the blessed third Person 
of the Trinity, co-equal and co-eternal with Father and 
Son, possessing the entirety of the Divine essence, truly 
God. To Him belongs worship and praise, and though 
perhaps not so naturally at the forefront of our minds 
as either the worship of the Father or the worship 
of the Son, the adoration of the Spirit specifically is a 
proper and necessary element of our public worship of 
God. As the Apostle Peter writes to the church of his 
day: ‘Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light’ (1Pet2:9). And in the economy 
of salvation, the immediate application of the work of 
God to the believer, in effectual calling, regeneration, 
justification, adoption and sanctification, is ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore it is Him we must praise when 
we consider the immediacy of the work of God in our 
own souls. To Him belongs the praise and the glory of 
this achievement. 
The Spirit may be worshipped as the Divine Person 
especially present within us, as Jesus promised: ‘I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; 
... he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you’ (Jn.14:16-
17). His power is active in the worship of God: when 
we pray, His power permits such prayer to be effectual, 
so that, as Paul teaches, we ‘have access by one Spirit 

unto the Father’ (Eph.2:18). Indeed, He sovereignly aids 
our prayers, Himself making ‘intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered’ (Rom.8:26). The 
Spirit Himself equips with the diversity of spiritual gifts 
necessary for worship (1Cor.12:8-12), and thus enables 
our worship. Crucially, it is He who builds the church, 
as Paul writes, ‘for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit’ (Eph.2:22); and, as Peter adds, the purpose of 
this building is to bring forth worship: ‘Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ’ (1Pet.2:5). Therefore, in public worship, the 
Spirit is both the sovereign Enabler of worship – its very 
source – and also its legitimate and appropriate Object.
So as we read with the assembled people of God in 
Scripture of the evidences of sanctification in the lives of 
believers, of the outpouring of His presence at Pentecost, 
and of the spiritual gifts He imparts, we must bring forth 
adoration to the Spirit of God for His work, which we 
see all around us in the assembly of worshippers. As we 
pray in the power of the Spirit for His light on the Word, 
and for His power to accompany it, we glorify God who 
alone gives the increase, in the Holy Spirit. As we sing of 
the power of the Spirit and our desire for His presence, 
we worship Him, as in Psalm 51:
‘Cast me not from thy sight, nor take 
 thy Holy Sp’rit away.
Restore me thy salvation’s joy; 
 with thy free Sp’rit me stay’ (vv.11-12).
Equally we acknowledge His work of teaching us, and 
appeal to Him to guide us, in the words of Psalm 143:
‘Because thou art my God, to do 
 thy will do me instruct:  
Thy Sp’rit is good, me to the land 
 of uprightness conduct’ (v.10).
In such passages, we must bring forth not just worship 
accompanied and enabled by the Spirit, but worship truly 
directed towards Him.

"It is the Holy Spirit we must 
praise when we consider 

the immediacy of the 
work of God in our own 
souls. To Him belongs the 

praise and the glory of this 
achievement."
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  CENTRAL   ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
          BUILDING FUND 2015 2015 2014
  YTD 2015 Mar      To Mar  To Mar
      
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  20 1,300 3,900 3,900
Duthil-Dores  2,441 1,902 5,822 4,603
Inverness  0 1,500 4,500 6,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 4,200 4,800
Total Inverness 2,461 6,102 18,422 19,303
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  105 0 0 549
Brora   340 0 2,000 3,000
Kiltearn  510 0 500 1,800
Tarbat   0 0 1,500 4,500
Total Northern 955 0 4,000 9,849
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   150 278 1,379 1,530
Ayr   0 0 1,800 1,800
Dumfries  0 100 100 0
Edinburgh  5,099 1,750 5,750 4,500
Glasgow - Partick  2,568 1,500 4,500 5,800
Glasgow - Shettleston 45 2,000 6,000 3,800
Glasgow - Knightswood 0 2,000 5,300 6,205
Rothesay  0 0 0 0
Total Southern 7,862 7,628 24,829 23,635
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 2,632 5,894 8,582
Harris - Leverburgh 45 1,400 3,900 3,625
Harris - Scalpay  0 2,000 6,000 5,700
Knock & Point  0 1,100 4,000 2,760
North Uist  1,085 1,000 2,000 1,800
Stornoway  1,551 6,378 18,763 30,585
Total Outer Hebrides 2,681 14,510 40,557 53,052
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron  
Bracadale  0 0 3,000 4,358
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 0 0 2,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 0 1,400 2,800 3,850
Lochalsh  60 900 2,700 3,850
Poolewe & Aultbea 65 565 1,775 2,465
Ullapool  0 0 0 0
Portree  0 1,200 3,600 3,600
Snizort   0 1,300 3,900 3,900
Strath   40 500 1,260 785
Total Skye/Lochcarron 165 5,865 19,035 24,808
Smiths Falls   0 0 0
     
Total Congregations  14,124 34,105 106,843 130,647
     
Other Donations   0 4,572 6,627 10,264
Legacy   0 0 0
TOTAL  14,124 38,677 113,470 140,911
Including Gift Aid   0 0 0

Congregational Remittances - March 2015

II  The Trinity in Christian Preaching
We are, of course, all aware that preaching is an element, 
indeed the single most essential element, of Christian 
worship, and it is precisely because of its importance 
that we will consider it, albeit more briefly, under a 
separate head. At its most fundamental level, preaching is 
the proclamation of the Triune God, and of His message 
to His creatures. The message of the Trinity is central to 
the Great Commission that the Lord Jesus Christ gave 
to His church: ‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost’ (Mt.28:19). This implies 
that the message of God as Trinity must be central to 
the message that is taught: how else could a Trinitarian 
baptismal formula be meaningful to a new believer 
admitted to the visible church by the visible sacramental 
seal? But if this message is implicit in the Commission, 
it becomes explicit in the Pentecostal preaching of the 
Apostle Peter: ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost’ (Acts 2:38). 
In this text, we find God as the Father willing to receive 
the prodigal in repentance, the Son as the One who has 
objectively atoned for sins, and thus in whose Name we 
may be baptized as a symbol or seal of this forgiveness, 
and the Spirit as the earnest of the inheritance of 
salvation yet to be received.

Some accuse Evangelicals of Christomonism in preaching, 
but if we commence from the position that the Apostolic 
preaching is normative for us, then this quotation from 
Acts gives a clear example of how the Gospel message 
may be, and indeed must be, a thoroughly Trinitarian 
proclamation. Consider the classic structure of the 
Evangelical sermon, the ‘three Rs’: ruin, redemption and 
regeneration. This structure has served for countless 
Evangelical sermons, and probably every preacher here 
has used this framework with great variety, and for 
many different texts. Yet this is a Trinitarian structure! 
‘Ruin’ refers us to the Father as the Person associated 
with origins, the creation, the covenant of works and 
the justice of an offended God; and the application is 
repentance to the Father. ‘Redemption’ leads us to the 
objective achievement of the Son in the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s life, death and eternal resurrected life at the 
Father’s right hand, having paid the ransom payment 
of the souls of His people; and the application is the 
call to embrace Him in faith. ‘Regeneration’ proclaims 
the Spirit as the One Who must sovereignly work to 
empower God’s people to overcome the depravity of 
their own hearts, and thus to repent and believe; and 
the application is to examine oneself regarding whether 
this work has been effected, and if not, to seek it from 
Him. Thus whether overtly or implicitly, the Trinity is 
proclaimed and glorified in sound Evangelical preaching, 
and the God of all grace honoured in His three Persons.

Continued from previous page
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Furthermore, the preaching of the Gospel is itself a 
Trinitarian act. As evangelistic preachers, we stand in 
the place of God the Father, the sovereign party of 
the Covenant of Grace, offering as God’s prophetic 
spokesmen that covenant blessing determined by 
the Father, as ‘able ministers of the new testament’ 
(2Cor.3:6), covenant emissaries of the Father. Equally, as 
preachers, we represent the Son in urging closure with 
His offer of mediation: ‘Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God’ 
(2Cor.5:20). And we stand alongside the Spirit, and in 
the power of the Spirit, proclaiming the message of 
the Spirit, as John records: ‘the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come’ (Rev.22:17). And salvation comes to God’s 
elect through this Trinitarian act, for ‘it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe’ 
(1Cor.1:21). And the salvation that they receive is itself 
a Trinitarian blessing, as Paul makes clear in this solemn, 
powerful passage from Ephesians 3:
‘For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named, That he would grant you, according 
to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God’ (vv.14-19).
The salvation that is proclaimed is therefore a knowledge 
of the three Persons; but more than that, a relationship 
with them, that imparts their rich blessing into the soul 
of the individual believer. As Herman Bavinck writes: ‘The 
triune God is the source of every blessing we receive. 
He is the mainspring of our entire salvation. … Above, 
before and within him, the Christian has a God’ (The 
Doctrine of God, pp.333-34). So thus all the glory of the 
saving effect of Gospel preaching is to the Triune God; 
the preacher has but done his duty, to God be the glory, 
Who ‘giveth the increase’ (1Cor.3:7).

III  The Trinity in Christian Service
Having giving our worship, obedient service is the 
believer’s on-going active response to the wondrous 
attributes and achievements of our Triune God. As Paul 
says, after his passionate outpouring of praise at the 
end of Romans 11: ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service’ (Rom.12:1). Discerning our 
status in covenant with the Triune God, our service 
is the response of praise and gratitude. Yet even this 
response is a fruit of His indwelling our lives in the full 
Trinitarian presence and relationship of salvation, as 
our Lord promises: ‘If a man love me, he will keep my 

words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him’ (Jn.14:23). This 
indwelling brings forth its result in the life of sanctified 
obedience characteristic of the Christian believer. And 
this service is marked by diversity, the diversity of gifts 
and the diversity of exercise of them, comparable to 
the complementary function of the parts of the body 
(1Cor.12:12-30). This complementary diversity of role 
and function is itself mirrored at a higher level in the 
diversity of the nature of the Triune God. Therefore, we 
may state that the Triune God is concurrently the reason 
for, the cause of, and the model exhibiting faithful service.
In the Father, we have the loving yet exacting requirements 
of a faithful parent, who expects His children to observe 
all things whatsoever He has commanded us. He lays 
upon us the solemn obligations of Christian service, and 
patiently chastens us in our failure to put into practice 
the commandments He has given. As the writer to the 
Hebrews comments, ‘We have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall 
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father 
of spirits, and live?’ (12:9). Equally, in the Son, we have 
the blessed example of a loving elder brother, who 
has demonstrated for us His perfect obedience to all 
the Father’s requirements. Again, hear the testimony of 
the writer to the Hebrews: ‘Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 
And being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him’ (5:8-9). 
And in the Spirit, we have the enabling presence of 
God in our lives, bringing forth the activity of Christian 
service, an activity itself analogous to the resurrection 
of Jesus in its divergence from the life of the flesh. As 
Paul writes in Romans 8: ‘If the Spirit of him that raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you’ (Rom 8:11). 
Thus we find, in each Divine Person, motivation and 
strengthening to press on with a life of zealous, diligent, 
reverent service to Our Lord God.

Conclusion
So let us clearly acknowledge that our salvation is 
nothing less than a real living objective relationship with 
the Triune God, and this therefore marks every aspect 
of our public walk. Our worship is enabled by Him and 
directed to Him, as the Triune God, in Himself, and in 
each Person of the Trinity. Our preaching is in His place 
and in His power, in each of His three Persons, and its 
success comes from Him, and our service to Him is 
rooted in and enabled by each Divine Person. Truly we 
can say with one of old, ‘In Him we live, and move, and 
have our being’ (Acts 17:28). Therefore, as we marvel 
at the wonders of our God, let us live to His glory and 
honour, in each area of our lives, and dedicate ourselves 
more entirely to His service.



“Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?”

Jeremiah 3:4

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)


