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Dr John Kennedy (1819-1884), Dingwall, was the 
foremost gospel preacher in the Highlands of 
Scotland in the latter part of the nineteenth 

century. From the late 1860s there was a marked 
decline as far as the Reformed faith was concerned in 
Britain and the Western world and sadly it is one that 
has continued. Nearing the end of his life, he preached 
in 1881 at Fearn, Ross-shire, from Isaiah 26:20, 'Come, 
my people, enter thou into thy chambers ...'. In applying 
the teaching to his own time he said that judgment was 
fallen upon the church in Scotland. It was a judgment 
within the church and would manifest itself in five ways. 
(1) The Lord would remove most of his living witnesses 
and great blanks would be left unfilled in the church. 
(2) False teaching would take the place of the Gospel. 
(3) Spiritual discernment would leave the people, and 
under their darkened understanding they would swallow 
new teaching as a blind man would swallow a dish of 
water whether clean or unclean. 
(4) A spirit of worldliness would fill the minds of the 
people, and they would forsake the means of grace. 

Where hundreds once attended, they would soon be 
counted only by tens. 
(5) The Lord would deny to Scotland the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Though He promised to leave a seed to 
serve Him, He did not promise that Scotland would 
continue to enjoy this favour. As in days of old the 
worldliness entering in would grieve Him and cause His 
Holy Spirit to be withheld and then His true servants 
and people would be few.
That was said in 1881. What would Kennedy say if he was 
around today? Eloquent man though he was he would 
be totally speechless. He noted the trend and predicted 
what things would be like in the future, yet I am sure 
that he himself would be surprised at the accuracy of his 
prophecy and the extent to which it has been fulfilled. 
Since his day the deterioration has been constant and, if 
anything, accelerating. There can be no doubt that God's 
judgment rests upon our land but especially upon the 
church in Scotland, and on every branch of it. 
Let us look at the five points which he raised and try to 
challenge ourselves and the churches of our land.

John Kennedy's Warning Prophecy

The grave of Dr John Kennedy,
outside Dingwall Free Church.
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1 . The Removal of living Witnesses
Kennedy began his ministry among mighty preachers and 
sound theologians – Thomas Chalmers, John Macdonald 
(Ferintosh), William Cunningham, James Bannerman, 
James Buchanan and many more. By 1881 few of 
these giants were left, liberal theologians and Arminian 
evangelists were taking their place. Today we look 
around Scotland and where are the godly theologians 
and mighty preachers? Largely, we have been left 
without faithful theologians in the churches. The older 
ones among us can remember better days. There were 
ministers in our youth who although they did not match 
up to those in Kennedy's day were a totally different 
class from the pygmies of today. They were men who 
knew their Bibles and better, who knew their God, and 
were prepared to stand for Him though all the world 
would mock and despise them. There are indeed huge 
blanks and empty spaces in the church today, in every 
denomination. Oh that the Lord would raise up godly 
leaders in our churches!

2 . False teaching has taken the 
place of the gospel
Atheism and humanism prevails in Scotland. The 
thinking of the Enlightenment has entered the 
churches. Man thinks of himself as god and believes 
that the world revolves around him. Human rights 
is the great cry and human responsibility is totally 
ignored. Everyone is pleading for equal rights 
which basically mean that whatever people wish 
to do they have a right to do, no matter how 
immoral. The idea that God created the world, 
that it belongs to Him and should glorify Him, is 
ridiculed. The concept of a divine law which we are 
all bound to observe and a judgment day when we 
will have to give account to God is gone even from 
the churches. God is supposed to be all love with 
no justice and no wrath. God and the church are 
believed to exist to comfort people and make them 
feel good. Contrary to God's Word, sin, wrath and 
judgment are to be left out of the preaching and 
only a message of positive encouragement given.

3 . Spiritual discernment has left 
the people
People listen to a liberal Church of Scotland 
preacher or a Roman Catholic priest and they 
are unable to see anything wrong. Health and 
wealth preachers are appreciated without the 
discernment to note that Christ did not promise 
us an easy life as Christians but rather tribulation. 
The latest American sensation excites. If it gets 
people in it must be good. The Sabbath used to be 
greatly valued in our land and a distinctive of the 
best religion, but today professing Christians seem 

ashamed of it. Contending for the observance of the 
Lord's day is not seen as 'cool'.
Kennedy adds, 'they would swallow new teaching as a 
blind man would swallow a dish of water whether clean 
or unclean'. Could anything be more truly descriptive of 
today? What blindness has taken over! How can people 
not see that the rapid changes which have taken place 
in many churches are destroying them. Who would 
have believed a few years ago that a man practising 
homosexuality would be tolerated in the membership 
of the Church of Scotland, let alone entering the pulpit, 
and yet many people can see no problem? They think 
you have to move with the times. This poor man was 
born a homosexual and can't help it, why persecute 
him? Original sin and the corruption of our nature is no 
excuse for sin. The fact that sin is easy does not make it 
right. Our duty is to mortify the flesh.Six years ago all 
Free Church of Scotland office-bearers had to promise 
to 'assert, maintain and defend the purity of worship 
as presently practised in this church' but these vows 
were broken and forgotten, just as so many break their 

Rev Dr John Kennedy of Dingwall (1819-1884)
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marriage vows because they have got fed up of their 
spouse and are excited at the thought of someone new. 
In breach of the Ninth Commandment they argue that 
vows cannot be permanently binding, and that there 
has got to be a way out. Free Church congregations 
today are happy with man-made songs and guitars and, 
indeed, seem to enjoy them far more than the stiff, old 
Psalms which God Himself has written. Man in his pride 
thinks he knows better than God what should be used 
in worship.

4 . A spirit of worldliness has filled the 
people
Never was the church more worldly than it is today. 
What is a Christian? Someone who believes in Jesus 
and pleases themselves. Any idea of holy lives and of 
the requirement of strictly keeping the commandments 
is dismissed as legalism. The pleasures of the flesh are 
entered into with great enthusiasm. Time is whiled away 
watching films and TV which weakens the conscience 
and moral fibre. Blasphemy, immorality and violence, 
constantly portrayed and flooding into the soul, are 
regarded as normal. Work and play take up so much time 
that there is little left for church, prayer, studying the 
Scriptures and reading serious Christian books. God's 
grace is amazing and cheap. It doesn't matter how you 
live as long as you pray to Jesus for forgiveness. 
Kennedy adds  that people 'would forsake the means of 
grace. Where hundreds once attended, they would soon 
be counted only by tens'. How true this is today! Older 
folk can remember full churches with hundreds present 
but today forty is considered a good congregation 
and many ministers preach to penny numbers. Prayer 
meetings are neglected. Many evangelical churches 
cannot even get 'Christians' to attend a Sabbath evening 
service. The interest is not there. For a wedding, a funeral, 
or some social occasion people will gather but no-one 
seems to value the ordinary means of grace. Church is 
boring and the world exciting, to many modern church 
members.

5 . The Lord denies Scotland the work 
of the Holy Spirit
This is the saddest and clearest mark of God's judgment 
upon the church and nation. There is no doubting that 
this is the case and that God has withdrawn the Spirit to 
a large extent. It is rare to witness the new birth today. 
Young people profess faith and a few years later fall 
away from the church and into immorality. They never 
come back because they were never truly converted. 
There are many ministers in Scotland, possibly more 
than ever before, but they preach to tiny congregations. 
The doctrine may be sound, the application good and 
the sermons well thought-out, yet there is no power. 
Christians are not convicted of their worldliness and 

backsliding. The witness of believers makes no impression 
upon the ungodly. There is no fear of God in society. The 
unconverted attend church and harden their hearts. The 
unchurched are persuaded to come to services but after 
a few weeks go away unmoved. What is wrong? It is clear 
that the Holy Spirit is not accompanying the Word. Paul 
said to the Thessalonian church, 'Our gospel came not 
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner 
of men we were among you for your sake. And ye 
became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received 
the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost... 
Ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God' (1Thes.1:5-6, 9). The gospel by the power of the 
Holy Spirit transformed them. Sadly we are not seeing 
this today.
Kennedy stated further, 'Though He promised to leave 
a seed to serve Him, He did not promise that Scotland 
would continue to enjoy this favour'. People think our 
land is special and that God will continue forever to 
bless us, but we have no warrant from Scripture to 
believe that. We have been blessed for centuries with 
the Gospel, freedom of religion, peace in our land and 
economic prosperity, but how long will it last? Churches 
today are flourishing in China, India, Brazil and even Iran. 
Will the Lord turn from Scotland to Muslim lands? That 
is what we deserve.
In his final comment Kennedy warned, 'As in days of 
old the worldliness entering in would grieve Him and 
cause His Holy Spirit to be withheld and then His true 
servants and people would be few'. In Old Testament 
times worldliness and idolatry brought misery and 
oppression and captivity in Babylon. It grieves God 
today too when He sees idolatry and worldliness in 
the church. He has not changed. Our privileges are far 
greater than those of Israel. Remember the warning of 
Paul: 'Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption' (Eph.4:30). The Spirit 
can be grieved and when He withdraws, many blessings 
are lost. What can the church do without the Spirit? We 
cannot preach, or pray, or evangelise, or grow in holiness. 
Our churches are dead without the Spirit.

Conclusion
Surely the time has come to acknowledge that we 
cannot do without God. Let us realise the problem 
and give it serious consideration. We are in a day when 
fasting and prayer is required. We must repent and 
humble ourselves and do our first works or else the 
Lord will destroy us as He did the Ephesian church 
(Rev.2:5). We must cry to the Lord to have mercy upon 
us. We are helpless and yet we must turn and seek God 
to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. Lord 
revive thy work in the midst of the years!
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Moved with compassion

One great missionary once posed the searching 
question: ‘What are all your kings, all your 
nobles, all your diadems, when you put them 

together, compared with the dignity of winning souls 
to Christ?’ Another missionary then adds: ‘To bring 
souls to Christ should be our master passion in the 
work of gospel outreach… I long for the conversion of 
souls more sensibly than anything else besides'. Yes and 
so do I. The Bible reminds us that this was the reason 
that the Lord Jesus Christ left the glory of heaven and 
came willingly down into this sin-sick, lost world. We 
read that He came ‘to seek and to save that which was 
lost… I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance’. Over and over again in the gospels 
we read of the compassion, sympathy and pity which 
Jesus had when He saw the mass of lost souls held in 
bondage to sin and Satan. Whenever He saw these lost 
multitudes, ‘Jesus was moved with compassion toward 
them'. The word compassion here, in Greek, means a 
powerful or compelling emotion. Yes, an overwhelming 
zeal or fervour. I don’t need to tell anyone present at this 
General Assembly in Edinburgh what Christ’s compassion 
‘for lost sinners’ ultimately brought about and provided. 
In one word: salvation. ‘For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men'. Here Paul tells us that 
God’s grace offers salvation to everyone and anyone, ‘all 

men… who repent and believe the gospel.’ Everyone is 
invited; nobody is excluded: ‘whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved'.

Rekindling the fire of evangelism
What glorious good news the gospel contains – or does 
it? You wouldn’t think so from some of the comments 
I hear in the ‘highways and byways’ of Scotland from 
people who are still lost and on the broad road that leads 
to destruction. What a tragedy when the on-looking 
world sees the church and Christians without an ounce 
of compassion, when they say, as someone did: ‘If these 
church people really believed what they say, surely they 
would do more to reach out and help others become 
Christians and stop them going to hell!’ I found these 
words profoundly distressing. Surely such a heartrending 
and disturbing statement like this should, firstly, rekindle 
the fire of evangelism among the people of God, 
and secondly, awaken our compassion and passion for 
the salvation of lost souls who are travelling on to a 
Christless eternity. The apostle Paul never lost sight of 
this. Ever conscious that the fire of hell was a reality, the 
fire of evangelism constantly burned deep within him. It 
could not be extinguished as he laboured to win souls for 
Christ. He was driven by the love of Christ that was shown 
to him. And that love caused him to love others. How can 
we honestly say we love Jesus and not be concerned for 

Home Missions Worker's Address,
2015 General Assembly

Donald J Morrison
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souls? Our love for Christ should fill us with compassion 
for lost souls and reach out to them with the gospel that 
alone is able to save them from the ‘fire of hell'. Speaking 
about our soul-winning responsibilities, one prominent 
missionary once said ‘Evangelism in the New Testament 
sense is the vocation of every believer and there is 
therefore something radically wrong when we imply that 
personal evangelism is the province of those who have 
the time and inclination to take special courses and learn 
special techniques’. 

Soul winner and soul lover
George Whitefield, the great evangelist of the 18th 
century, didn’t take any special courses or learn special 
techniques. After his heart was captured and conquered 
by the grace of God, all his ambitions in life were taken 
away and he was left with one soul-consuming desire, 
and that was to win souls for Christ. And by the grace 
and mercy of God, he did win souls for Christ because 
he was moved with such deep compassion for the lost 
as he reached out to them with the message of salvation. 
‘God forbid that I should travel with anybody a quarter 
of an hour without speaking of Christ to them… God 
is well pleased when all our actions proceed from love: 
love to Himself, and love to immortal souls'. Spurgeon 
reminds us that ‘The soul-winner must first of all be 
a soul-lover and a soul-weeper’. Whitefield was all of 
these things. Such was his passionate love for Christ and 
ardent zeal for lost souls that he couldn’t be silenced. To 
his hearers he would often declare; ‘If your souls were 
not immortal, and you in danger of losing them, I would 
not thus speak unto you; but the love of your souls 
constrains me to speak; methinks this would constrain 
me to speak unto you forever'.

Gospel zeal and gospel vision
On another occasion he said to his audience: 'I will not 
let you go today, I cannot. Stay a little, and let us reason 
together. However lightly you may esteem your souls, I 
know our Lord has set an unspeakable value on them. 
He thought them worthy of His most precious blood. I 
beseech you, therefore, O sinners, be reconciled to God. 
I hope you do not fear being accepted in the Beloved. 
Behold, He calls you. Behold, He follows you with His 
mercy, and has sent forth His servants into the highways 
and hedges to compel you to come in'. Such was his 
untiring zeal, compassion, vision and burden of spirit 
for perishing souls that it led him into the highways 
and byways, right across Britain and America, where 
the masses were. In one year, Whitefield travelled 5,000 
miles through America, preaching more than 350 times 
as he crossed the entire nation from North to South. As 
soon as news got out that Whitefield was preaching in a 
town, commerce would cease and the entire population 

would flock to hear him. One sermon he preached in 
the Boston Common drew more listeners than Boston’s 
entire population. It is thought that in his lifetime he 
preached at least 18,000 times to perhaps nearly 10 
million hearers, most of these in the open air and in the 
open fields. There he preached the gospel earnestly and 
persuasively, urging and commanding sinners to flee to 
Christ for salvation.

Preaching for eternity
Let’s hear him: 'And now let me address all of you, high 
and low, rich and poor, one with another, to accept of 
mercy and grace while it is offered to you; Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation; and will you 
not accept it, now it is offered unto you?... O, believe it 
and believe it now!' On another occasion he said: 'O 
that ministers would preach for eternity! They would 
then act the part of true Christian orators, and not 
only calmly and coolly inform the understanding, but, 
by persuasive, pathetic address, endeavour to move the 
affections and warm the heart'. His earnestness and 
enthusiasm in what he believed was so real and sincere 
that it had a profound effect on countless multitudes. 'I 
will never speak of what is real as though it is imaginary. 
I will not be a velvet-mouthed preacher'. Benjamin 
Franklin was an agnostic but loved to hear him preach. 
The story is told that one day he was on his way to 
hear Whitefield preach when someone stopped him 
and said ‘Franklin, why are you going to hear Whitefield? 
You don’t believe that stuff he preaches'. Franklin said, ‘I 
don’t, but he does. And that’s good enough for me'. The 
world is dying for something to believe in. Friends, if we 
believe that the gospel of Jesus Christ is more sublime 
and glorious than anything else in this world, but have no 
passion or zeal to share it – then the world’s conclusion 
is: it can’t be true after all!

Weeping for the lost
It is recorded that the tears would run down Whitefield’s 
face during his urgent gospel appeals. When asked ‘why 
all these tears?’, Whitefield responded, ‘You blame me 
for weeping, but how can I help it when you will not 
weep for yourselves. Your immortal souls are upon 
the verge of destruction, and, for all you know, you are 
hearing your last sermon, and may never more have 
an opportunity to have Christ offered to you’. Before 
leaving America he begged and pleaded with his listeners, 
his eyes full of tears, to believe upon Christ and be saved: 
‘I shall return home with a heavy heart, unless some of 
you will arise and come to my Jesus… though I hold 
to particular election, yet I offer Jesus freely to every 
individual soul. O, come, come see what it is to have 
eternal life; do not refuse it; haste, sinner, haste away; 
may the great, the good Shepherd, draw your souls. Oh! 
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If you never heard his voice before, God grant you may 
hear it now…. O, come! Come! Come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; to him I leave you'. When the Scottish missionary 
William C Burns was commencing his ministry, his 
mother met him one day in a Glasgow close. Seeing him 
weeping, she said: ‘Why those tears?’ He answered ‘I am 
weeping at the sight of the multitudes in the streets, so 
many of whom are passing through life unsaved'. Friends, 
this is the kind of passionate soul-winning zeal that we 
need again in this present hour.

Treasure of unspeakable value
Being an evangelist, who travels extensively near and far, 
it never ceases to amaze me how reticent believers often 
are to share the good news of the gospel. A treasure of 
unspeakable value, having supposedly saved their soul 
from sin and hell, yet so many have little to say about its 
life-changing, heart-transforming, power. Don’t you find 
this astonishing? If we saw a blind man heading towards a 
great pit, the first thing we would do is stop whatever we 
were doing, then shout and scream and run towards him 
and grab him from falling into the great abyss. It would 
be very inhuman of us, also cruel and loveless, if we 
didn’t. How much more pity and sympathy and heartfelt 
passion we should have for souls who are perishing daily 
and going to a deeper and darker abyss called hell. Not 
only is hell an abode of unutterable eternal torment it is 
also a place of unimaginable hopelessness. C H Spurgeon 
says: 'In hell there is no hope. They have not even the 
hope of dying'. These are solemn and sobering words 
that ought to awaken us from our spiritual apathy and 
sleepiness!

Witnessing with our feet and mouth
Oh, how important it is to sound the clarion call of the 
gospel and warn everyone, everywhere, to flee from the 
wrath to come. And in doing so we should compel and 
persuade them, just as Paul the missionary did, in earnest. 
Seeing their eternal plight and misery and ‘knowing the 
terror of the Lord’ he could say, ‘we persuade men'. We 
must do the same, with our feet and mouth. It is with 
our feet that the gospel is carried to the lost, and with 
our mouth it is to be proclaimed. We thank God that 
this glorious gospel, which we seek to proclaim and 
share, is the greatest news in the world. If a sinner, by the 
grace of God, responds to it by trusting in Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Saviour, then he is changed for time and 
eternity. Paul reminds us that the gospel was, and it still 
is, ‘the power of God unto salvation’ to everyone who 
believes. He could say ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ… necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel'. Paul was not ashamed to 
share it, or act on it, and neither should we be. Speaking 
about our evangelistic responsibilities, one eminent 

missionary leaves us with a direct and challenging 
word when he says that ‘vision is not enough, or even 
resolution; it is action that is required in the work of 
evangelism'. It is every believer’s responsibility to do all 
that they can to spread the Word of God in a lost and 
dying world. Missionary vision and resolve, whatever zeal 
it ignites, is utterly useless unless it is accompanied by 
action. The command to witness is given to us, ‘ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord… Go and tell thy friends what 
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee'.
Notice here that Christ does not teach or argue, ask or 
plead: He simply commands that we should go. ‘Go’, He 
says, and tell everyone what He hath done for your soul 
and testify to what He is able and willing to do for them 
if they repent and believe the gospel. If they reject it, it 
is at their peril. Surely our compelling testimony to all 
we mingle with in our life’s journey is, if we are indeed 
Christians, ‘come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done for my soul'.

Spreading good news in Scotland
It will encourage you to hear that a mountain of good 
evangelistic and reformed literature was distributed in 
the various places I visited across Scotland in 2014-
2015. I regard it as a great joy and a deep privilege to 
be working in the service of my Master and to be able 
to share, with so many people from all walks of life, the 
greatest story ever told: ‘For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost'. Amongst the places 
I visited were: Inverarnie, Dores & Farr (all communities 
in the Strathnairn district of the Highlands), Aberdeen, 
Island of Arran (in the Firth of Clyde), Stornoway, Beauly 
and Broadford on the Isle of Skye. Mission outreach was 
also engaged in at the Hebridean Celtic Festival and the 
2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, where we had 
a table ministry in Shettleston and on Sauchiehall Street.
A combined total of around 19,000 gospel tracts were 
distributed, in addition to 8,713 booklets and magazines, 
129 Bibles, 5,000 TBS Calendars, along with a large 
quantity of literature in various foreign languages. The 
special evangelistic issue of the Good News magazine, 
containing inspirational gospel stories, testimonies and 
arguments in defence of Biblical truths, continues to be 
freely given out in large quantities. This ‘undated’ gospel 
magazine, which is produced once a year, is an extremely 
effective witnessing tool when confronting people with 
the ‘good news’ about Jesus Christ and salvation. Our 
hope and prayer is that all the materials given out will be 
richly blessed to the innumerable multitudes we come 
in contact with – locals, nationals and internationals – 
and that many in 2015-2016 would come ‘to repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’ 
(Acts 20:21).
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We honour marriage because God honours 
it. Indeed the whole Trinity testifies that 
marriage is honourable. 

God the Father honoured it by designing, instituting, 
regulating, and witnessing the first marriage. God defines 
its nature, its parties and its terms. 
Christ honoured it by performing His first miracle at 
a wedding (John 2) and using marriage in quite a few 
parables.
The Holy Spirit honoured it by making it a picture of the 
church in Ephesians 5.
We also honour marriage because God commands it 
to be honoured (Heb.13:4). Here are eight ways we can 
do this.

1. We honour it by praying for it
Some people will pray for a parking spot but never pray 
for a wife or a husband. They think it’s too much to ask. 
Or they’ll pray for their children to get into college but 
not that they’d get into a good marriage. By not asking 
God for marriage for themselves or their loved ones, 
they are dishonouring marriage and the God who can 
give it.
A fund raiser once told me that some wealthy people 
he knows are actually insulted if he doesn’t ask them for 
money, or if he asks them for too little. Instead they feel 
honoured that he should ask them and that he should 
ask them for so much.
Honour God and marriage by asking for happy and 
fruitful marriages for yourself and for your children. Let 
it never be said, 'You have not, because you ask not'. Or 
'You ask not because you value not'.

2. We honour it by seeking partners according to God’s 
Word
God has clearly set out that Christians should only 
marry in the Lord (1Cor.7:39) and that there are certain 
characteristics and qualifications to look for in a wife 
or husband. We honour God when we comply with the 
Maker’s instructions for marriage.

3. We honour it by waiting for it
God has forbidden sexual intimacy before marriage. 
We’re not permitted an appetizer, not even a sip; that 
only spoils the feast. Honour marriage by waiting for it.

4. We honour it by entering into it at appropriate ages
We can dishonour marriage by getting married too 
young, when there’s little understanding or appreciation 
of marriage, both parties too flippant and frivolous. But 
we also dishonour it by delaying too long, by putting it 
off till later and later in life.

5. We honour it by organizing Christ-centered weddings
Some weddings have virtually no reference to God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit or the Gospel. The messages are 
just full of do’s and don’ts, the speeches are irreverent 
and risqué. It’s like receiving the greatest gift from 
someone and then not even thanking them, or worse, 
making fun of him and his values. Honour marriage by 
honouring God on your marriage day.

6. We honour it by avoiding debt-laden weddings
The average wedding in America now costs $31,000! 
What a way to start out in married life! It’s like starting a 
race with lead weights tied round your ankles. It's wrong, 
displeasing to God, and damaging to everyone.

7. We honour it by taking on the roles God has designed
The wife’s role and the husband’s role have each been 
designed by God to show the relationship between 
Christ and the church – the man to primarily show 
Christ’s love, the woman to primarily show the believer’s 
obedience.

8. We honour it by defending and promoting it.
We oppose every attempt to redefine marriage. But 
we must do more than defend marriage and oppose its 
attackers. We must also promote it by demonstrating 
what a wonderful thing it is – especially to our children. 
We must demonstrate its benefits.

The Puritan Daniel Rogers wrote:
Marriage is the preservative of chastity, the seminary of the 
commonwealth, seed plot of the church, pillar of the world, 
right hand of providence, supporter of laws, states, orders, 
offices, gifts, and services; the glory of peace, the sinews 
of war, the maintenance of policy, the life of the dead, the 
solace of the living, the ambition of virginity, the foundation 
of countries, cities, universities, succession of families, crowns, 
and kingdoms.

Ways to honour Marriage
Rev David Murray

Honour God and marriage by asking for happy and fruitful marriages for 
yourself and for your children. Let it never be said, 'You have not, because 

you ask not'. Or 'You ask not because you value not'.
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News
All Age Holiday 2015

The venue again this year was 
the Windmill Christian Centre 

in Arbroath where we were made 
very welcome. Ages ranged from 8 
months to 80 years with numbers 
reaching up to 38 over the week.
Rev and Mrs Kenneth Macdonald 
(Scalpay) were with us all week. We 
all enjoyed and were inspired by his 
addresses and sermons. The subject 
for the week was 'The Lord's early 
life and those closely connected 
to him'. Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary, 
Joseph and Simon were brought 
to life for us with such warmth 
and personal experience as led to 
thought-provoking discussions later 
in the evenings, especially after the 
address on Mary and Mary’s song. 
Unless you experience the blessings 
of worship and fellowship words 
cannot describe the benefit of a 
gathering of like-minded people in a 
holiday atmosphere.
The organisation of the holiday was 
outstanding. The catering provided 
by two ladies blessed by the Lord 
with the gift of cooking, satisfied our 
appetites beyond our needs.
We were also blessed spiritually 
by having so many able men in our 
small gathering to conduct worship 
and several precentors in English 
and Gaelic.
Mr Gillies took charge as usual of 
the children and young ones. Talks 
and questions set by Mrs Gillies led 
to fierce competition. Prizes were 
awarded to the winning teams at 
the end of the week. Many of the 

adults also enjoyed these sessions 
and learned by them. 
All ages were enthusiastically 
encouraged to take part in the 
activities, giving great pleasure to the 
teams taking part and the onlookers. 
The ability of the Scalpay, Aultbea 
and Glasgow competitors surpassed 
our expectations.
Finally we note this is the last holiday 
Derick and Maryanne will organise 
for us. We express our gratitude 
and thankfulness to the Lord for 
providing us with them for the 
past twelve years, for all the time, 
patience and love given by them and 
their family to arranging the AAH 
and all it entails. We are assured that 
DV they will still be with us as guests 
and help  the incoming team who 
will undertake future arrangements.
'My soul doth magnify the Lord' 
(Luke 1:46).

Knox Film Premiere 
Rev Andrew Allan

It is a long time since I sat down in 
a cinema and watched a movie! But 

recently I gathered with an invited 
audience at John Knox House, on 
the Royal Mile, Edinburgh, to watch 
eagerly the premiere of 'Knox'. The 
film is a professional quality, full-
length documentary, based on the 
life of Scottish reformer John Knox.
Those who know about Mr Knox 
either love him or hate him, while 
most people in Scotland and the UK 
are more or less ignorant of him and 
his wide-ranging achievements. It is 
largely to inform the latter that this 
film was made. It accurately depicts 

the life and legacy of Scotland's 
controversial reformer.
The film is a fast-moving, historical 
account of Mr Knox's life, from the 
time he was a bodyguard defending 
his mentor George Wishart, to his 
being a slave on a French galley ship, 
to his release into England and the 
Continent, to his encounters with 
royalty and finally to the establishing 
of the Reformation in Scotland. 
Excellent photography, animations 
and tasteful music, all combine to 
make viewing the documentary 
pleasant and compelling. Making 
helpful contributions in the film are 
Professors Jane Dawson and John 
McIntosh, Dr Scott Spurlock, Rev Dr 
Douglas Somerset and Rev Kenneth 
Stewart and Rev Maurice Roberts.
'Knox' is produced by newly-
established company Trinity Digital 
Ltd. on a small budget that was 
crowd funded. It is produced and 
directed by Murdo Macleod from 
the Isle of Skye, and presented by 
Philip Todd from Caithness, both 
recent graduates in Digital Film and 
TV at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland.
The DVD will enhance any home or 
church library and when watched 
will no doubt be a springboard to 
find out more about John Knox 
and how Scotland, the UK and the 
English-speaking world were all 
influenced by him.
The DVD will be available from www.
trinitydigitalfilm.com for £12.00 with 
a release date of  31st October 
(Reformation Day). It can also be 
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ordered from Murdo Macleod, 25 
Branklyn Crescent, Glasgow, G13 
1GJ, Tel. 07841 506029. Pre-ordering 
is recommended.

Lewis Christian 
Conference 2015 

Calum Maclean

At this year’s Lewis Christian 
Conference, held in Stornoway 

from 19 to 22 June, the visiting 
speaker Dr Charles Price from 

T o r o n t o , 
Canada took 
as his theme, 
' K n o w i n g 
God in your 
secret soul'. 
The three 
a d d r e s s e s 
were based on 
the Saviour’s 
Sermon on 
the Mount 

from Matthew 6. Dr Price’s delivery 
and content captivated his audience 
as he challenged his hearers to 
practise what they believed.
Friday evening began with an 
exposition of Matthew 6:1-6 and 
vv16-18. There is within the Christian 
sometimes a disconnection between 
the public and private. When this 
occurs, like the Pharisees we then 
get caught up with the external and 

become legalistic. The emphasis to 
avoid this should be fellowship with 
Christ, studying the Scriptures and 
being found in secret communion 
with God. Doing business with God, 
having an intimacy with God in the 
'secret place' is vital, and He, as a 
result, will reward openly.
On Saturday evening Dr Price 
continued this theme of 'Knowing 
God in your secret soul' with a 
discourse on the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mt.6:5-15). Prayer to the believer 
should not be an experience that 
comes and goes but should be a 
meaningful relationship. When God 
seems distant it is because we have 
stopped communicating. Prayer is 
the 'talking part' of the relationship 
with God. What goes on in secret 
is 'the important thing'. In his 
exposition he took three themes 
of the Lord’s Prayer – A Child to 

Desk

Above: Panel discussion after the screening (l to r): Rev 
Maurice Roberts; Prof John McIntosh; presentor Philip Todd; 
Rev Kenneth Stewart; director Murdo Macleod.
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a Father, A Subject to a Sovereign and A Servant to a 
Master. Scripture emphasises the importance of prayer in 
the lives of God’s people. This was shown in the lives of 
people like David, many of whose Psalms gave examples 
of different types of prayer. When we are in prayer, the 
Lord deals with us as if no one else is in existence. 
On the Lord’s Day evening Dr Price spoke to a packed 
church of between 800 and 900 souls. He delivered an 
evangelistic sermon on John 11, on the death and raising 
of Lazarus. Here the emphasis was on living in union with 
Christ – 'not what we are doing for Him but what He is 
doing in us'.
In his concluding discourse on Monday evening Dr 
Price spoke from Matthew 6:19-34. The theme was 
the importance of living God-centred rather than self-
centred lives. There is in all of us an insecurity that looks 
for approval from others which is at odds with Christ 
who made Himself of 'no reputation'. Christ's great 
desire was to please the Father and that should be the 
same with His followers. What is most important for the 
Christian is not a good reputation but 'knowing God in 
the secret of our own soul'. 
Sets of CDs and DVDs of the conference have been 
produced and may be ordered by sending an e-mail to 
lewischristianconference.com.

Syria 
E Kendal

Having seized Idlib in the north, the Turkey-Saudi-
Qatar-backed, al-Qaeda-led Jaish al-Fatah alliance 

is now pressing south into Hama. Fierce fighting rages 
as Islamic jihadists with US-made weapons fight the 
Syrian Army and loyalist forces comprised largely of local 
people desperate to defend their villages. Having seized 
Palmyra in the east, Islamic State (IS) is now pressing 
west towards the M5 Highway linking Damascus with 
Homs and the north. These are critical days. On 6 August 
IS abducted some 150 Christians from Qaryatayn, west 
of Palmyra. Thousands have been displaced from the 
Assyrian village of Hawwarin and the nearby town of 
Sadad. Intelligence indicates IS  (which holds over 300 
Christians in captivity) may be planning a 'mass casualty 
terrorist attack'. Please pray for peace in Syria and for 
its church.  
Pray that the Lord will have mercy on the multitudes of 
Syrians whose lives are gravely imperilled by Islamic jihad, 
in particular the hundreds of thousands of Christians 
who will remain at risk of slaughter until the jihadis are 
defeated; may the Lord of Hosts intervene in the conflict 
to fight for His beloved and shield them, comfort them 
and provide their every need.  

Lewis Christian Conference, 2015
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  CENTRAL    ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
        BUILDING FUND 2015 2015 2014
  YTD 2015 Aug    To Aug   To Aug
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen  205 1,300 13,349 13,427
Duthil-Dores  18,510 1,534 18,440 15,879
Inverness   1,500 17,142 17,070
Kilmorack & Strathglass  1,400 13,661 14,485
Poolewe & Aultbea 284 619 7,218 7,768
Total Inverness 18,999 6,353 69,809 68,629
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  357 0 965 3,045
Brora   620 0 10,055 12,957
Kiltearn  805 600 6,008 4,715
Tarbat    1,500 8,478 9,191
Total Northern 1,782 2,100 25,505 29,908
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   315 286 6,134 5,918
Ayr    1,000 9,080 6,160
Dumfries   0 100 0
Edinburgh  13,597 2,500 20,303 18,888
Glasgow - Partick  6,815 1,600 14,900 18,350
Glasgow - Shettleston 53 1,800 18,394 18,567
Glasgow - Knightswood 151 1,700 16,907 19,012
Rothesay   0 2,000 1,000
Total  Southern 20,931 8,886 87,818 87,895
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross    1,658 14,249 17,691
Harris - Leverburgh 241 1,250 12,259 11,794
Harris - Scalpay   2,000 18,845 17,675
Knock & Point   1,600 12,805 9,764
North Uist  2,745 1,000 8,916 7,585
Stornoway  3,254 6,726 56,496 72,236
Total Outer Hebrides 6,240 14,234 123,571 136,745
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron  
Bracadale & Duirinish  0 7,200 11,637
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  1,500 9,750 12,627
Lochalsh  330 900 9,370 12,209
Strath   45 400 5,238 4,595
Portree  500 1,200 9,600 9,600
Snizort    1,300 16,764 14,635
Total Skye/Lochcarron 875 5,300 57,922 65,303

Smiths Falls   0 0 2,000
     
Total Congregations  48,827 36,873 364,624 390,480

Other Donations   346 2,361 18,895 20,140
Legacy    0 0 111

TOTAL  49,173 39,234 383,520 410,730
Including Gift Aid  1,057  58,511 60,236

Congregational Remittances - August 2015

Pray too that the Lord will guide and give divine wisdom 
to all Syria's and the region's Christian leaders as they 
represent the local church, advocate on their behalf, 
advise outsiders and direct their own congregations; 
may the Holy Spirit's presence and empowerment be 
palpable.  
Pray that God will frustrate the ways of the wicked and 
bring them to ruin (Psalm 146:9). 

Cherish Older People 
Christian Institute

A former NHS chief has said efforts should be made 
to cherish and celebrate older people rather than 

legalise assisted suicide, after a 75-year-old ended her 
life at a clinic in Switzerland despite having no terminal 
illness.
Writing in the Daily Mail, Sir Muir Gray said there is 
'absolutely no reason why the years after 70 should 
represent a valley of gloom. In fact, this particular 
milestone should have no real significance. It is just a 
number, not a medical condition or a diagnosis'.
Retired nurse Gill Pharaoh hit the headlines after she 
travelled to Switzerland to commit suicide, claiming that 
an 'ideal shelf life for many people is about 70 years'.
But Sir Muir commented: 'The very idea that humans 
have a “shelf life”, after which they are “past it” and 
nothing more than an inconvenience to society, is a 
profoundly depressing one'.

He added: 'It must never become accepted wisdom that 
old age is going to be a miserable experience. Otherwise 
we will end up with more pressure for a change in the 
law'. He also suggested that such a mindset could lead 
to 'the advent of “suicide courts” to decide whether 
desperately sick patients should be allowed to end their 
lives. We must fight tooth and nail to change the system, 
to improve life for older people, and to convince people 
to enter their later years in good heart'.
God gives life and every life is precious and has a 
purpose. God said, 'Thou shalt not kill'. He alone has the 
right to take life away. Young or old, we are to 'Rejoice 
in the Lord'.

Correction 
Rev Raymond Kemp

In the July/August issue of The Witness, and the General 
Assembly Report (p.18) under the heading ‘Special 

Committee on Church Courts', and its proposal that 
Synods be suspended except as Courts of Appeal, I was 
quoted as having ‘a conscience about the change on 
constitutional grounds but had come to accept it'.  This 
is incorrect.  I had an issue of conscience on two of the 
possible options – Synods being abolished, and Synods 
being placed in permanent abeyance. This option of 
suspension except as Courts of Appeal, as I made clear 
at the Assembly, was not my preferred option, but it was 
a compromise I was prepared to accept.
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Books
The St Andrews Seven

The finest flowering of missionary zeal 
in 

Scottish history
Stuart Piggin & John Roxborough

Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 150pp, £6.50

The St Andrews Seven were six 
students and their university 

professor. In 1823 Thomas Chalmers 
became Professor of Moral Philosophy 
at St Andrews University. He had earlier 
trained at St Andrews and taught 
Mathematics there. While minister of 
Kilmany, Fife he was converted. He was 
called to Glasgow and had an outstanding 
ministry there. Now he returned to his 
old University full of evangelical zeal. The 
six students were Alexander Duff, John 
Urquhart, John Adam, Robert Nesbit, 
William Sinclair Mackay and David Ewart. 
Chalmers may have wondered whether 
he was right to return to St Andrews 
but it was God's plan that he would be 
used to stir up missionary zeal in these 
young men.
This interesting book tells something 
of the life of all seven, particularly 
concentrating on their time at St 
Andrews. The ablest of the students, 
John Urquhart, a brilliant young man, was 
determined to go to India as a missionary 
but faced opposition from his parents and 
then died suddenly before he could fulfil 
his burden and heart's desire, but then 
was instrumental in moving the others 
to go. Nesbit also faced opposition from 
his mother but he was the first to sail 
to India (1827). He worked in Bombay. 
Adam sailed the following year to 
Calcutta followed shortly after by Duff 
who had to endure two shipwrecks on 
the way. Adam, who laboured tirelessly, 
died, possibly of sunstroke, a year after 
arriving. Mackay set off for Calcutta 

in 1831, and Ewart followed in 1834. 
Duff made considerable impact in the 
education of high-class Hindus, many of 
whom professed faith. Later, he became 
professor of Missions in New College, 
Edinburgh (1867).

Rev William Macleod

You Must Read 
Books that have shaped our lives

Banner of Truth Trust, 
pbk, 288pp, £11.50

A collection like You Must Read, 
bringing together big names in the 

Reformed world to offer appreciative 
reviews of books published by the 
Banner of Truth, could look like a cynical 
marketing exercise. It is a testimony to 
the quality of the books on the Banner’s 
lists over the decades that this exercise 
has yielded a volume both useful and 
profitable.
You Must Read is at one level a guide to 
some of the finest Reformed literature 
available, commending to the reader a 
good mix of classic works from past 
centuries, and important publications 
of recent years. But it is also a personal 
record of the impact of ‘Banner books’ 
on individual lives. Here we see the 
Reformed resurgence of the 1960s and 
later in action, as individuals describe how 
different books and writers stimulated 
them to discover and be gripped by the 
riches of the Reformed faith.
The collection discusses major works of 
exegesis, like Haldane on Romans and 
Ryle on the Gospels, such great works of 
church history as Cunningham’s Historical 
Theology and The Calvinistic Methodist 
Fathers of Wales, vital biographies, like 
Iain Murray on Edwards and Lloyd-Jones, 
and priceless theology: John Murray’s 
Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 
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and Watson’s Body of Divinity. Yet still there are many 
great Banner titles just mentioned in passing, Dallimore’s 
superb life of Whitefield, for example, and Berkhof’s 
Systematic Theology, while others seem forgotten 
altogether: Calhoun’s matchless Princeton Seminary, and 
Hendriksen’s New Testament Commentaries.
It is remarkable just what a debt the Reformed church 
owes the Banner of Truth for its publications old and 
new, and this collection is a good reminder.  It is also 
dedicated as a well-deserved personal tribute to Iain 
and Jean Murray for their Christian service of many 
decades, leading directly to many of the publications here 
commended. The message of the collection is plain: You 
must read. These great Christian books will only benefit 
those willing to patiently open up their riches. But where 
to begin, or indeed to continue?
And thus the true value of such a collection: in 
recommending the works that have not yet been tackled. 
In the crowded Christian market, it is good to be directed 
to the books of proven value. The chapters succeed best 
where they offer personal testimony of the effect of the 
book, and add just enough of the content to whet the 
appetite. I hope John J Murray’s commendation leads 
many to discover the riches of Kenneth MacRae’s Diary; 
certainly Mark Dever’s intriguing account of his discovery 
of Richard Sibbes should lead many to tackle this Puritan.
The consistent message of the books acclaimed here 
is the importance of sound and Scriptural doctrine to 
progress in the Christian faith. Such doctrine will take 
effect in objective encouragement for the tried believer, 
yet equally in the challenge to solemn and personal self-
examination. Here are vital emphases for our day; we 
would all do well to drink deeply of the best of such 
Christian literature.

Rev Alasdair Macleod

National Covenanting and Christ's 
Victory over the Nations

Brian M Schwertley
Covenanted Reformation Press, hbk, 525pp, $29.95

In this unusual book Brian Schwertley provides a 
defence of national covenanting. He deals with the 

various covenants which God made with man in the Old 
Testament. Apart from the covenant of works by which 
God related to man in his unfallen state in the paradise of 
Eden, Schwertley clearly demonstrates that all the other 
covenants are covenants of grace. In this connection 
his treatment of the covenant made with Moses and 
Israel at Mount Sinai is particularly helpful, thorough 
and convincing. He then proceeds to expound fully the 
various national covenants that Israel and its kings made 
with God in times of revival and reformation and rightly 
calls for God's people to make similar covenants with 
God today.
More controversial is his assertion that the great 

commission calls for the conversion of nations: 'Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost' (Mt.28:19). Certainly nations are referred to here 
but were the disciples sent to convert nations as such? If 
so they failed in their mission. Were whole nations to be 
baptised? Surely it means that they were sent to proclaim 
the gospel to all in all nations baptising such as professed 
conversion and their children?
Schwertley believes that the National Covenant and the 
Solemn League and Covenant of the seventeenth century 
are still binding on the British Isles and Anglosphere 
(countries which were originally British colonies, are 
based on populations originating from the British Isles and 
are English speaking, such as the United States, Canada, 
and Australia). His position on this would be the same 
as that of the Reformed Presbyterian Churches. Many 
of us, while sympathetic to his position, and viewing the 
time of the Covenants as the high point in the Christian 
history of our nation, would view these covenants as 
specific to the time when they were signed. In today's 
Scotland it would be good to see our nation and churches 
coming forward with similar new covenants, sharing the 
commitment to reformation shown in these covenants 
but specifically relevant to the day in which we live.
He is strongly post-millenarian in his understanding of the 
last things and we would agree with his optimistic looking 
for the nations of this world to become 'the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ' (Rev.11:15). He is rightly 
critical of the U S Constitution with its separation of 
church and state. We believe strongly in the establishment 
principle. Also if Christians are in power in a country 
they are not to rule in a secular way but according to 
the law of God and the principles of justice taught in 
the Scriptures. Also we appreciate Pastor Schwertley's 
commitment to Presbyterian church government and 
discipline and to purity of worship.
The Enlightenment of the eighteenth century (Locke, 
Hume, Voltaire, Kant etc) has had a profound effect on 
theological beliefs and practices in the Western world. It 
placed man in the centre and pushed God to one side. 
From this come the ideas of freedom for all religions 
and freedom of speech which are popular in Western 
countries and supported by many churches today. The 
true biblical position is that there should be rather 
freedom for the true Christian religion and freedom to 
proclaim only what is God-fearing and God-honouring. 
People have no right to murder, and heresy and false 
religion murder souls, which in some ways is more 
serious than murdering bodies. The separation of church 
and state also comes from this movement.
We long for the day when nations as a whole, ie the vast 
majority in these nations, will be converted to Christ and 
when God's laws will be the laws of the land.

Rev William Macleod
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The Lord Jesus Christ, though sinless, undoubtedly 
had emotions. Emotions are not in themselves 
sinful and Christ became truly a man. He took to 

himself 'a true body and a reasonable soul'. He is called 'a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief' (Is.53:3). This 
indicates, in itself, that he experienced deep emotion. 
Many will be aware that one of the few works on this 
subject is that of B B Warfield and it is tempting simply 
to give what Warfield has written. Certainly the quest 
for any kind of originality that goes beyond God's Word 
must be kept strictly in check. It is a glorious subject, 
but the thought of misrepresenting the Son of Man is 
one which ought to fill us with horror. What follows is, 
to a large extent, a collection of thoughts on the subject 
which we have gathered from the Scriptures over the 
years, especially in relation to the place of Christ's 
emotions in his sufferings.

The Location of Emotion in the One 
Person of Christ .
Firstly, there is no fluctuation of feeling in the Godhead. God 
does not react to anything in the sense of acquiring 
knowledge or awareness and responding to it as a 
thing previously unknown to him. God has eternally 
known all things and all that could possibly be known. 
God always has a complete and absolute knowledge of 
everything. We reject absolutely ‘Open Theism’ with its 
idea of God, as it were, learning things and responding 
to them. It is true that we find in Scripture that God is 
spoken of as if he comes to an awareness of things, for 
example, in Exodus 3:4, ‘And when the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush…’. When Scripture speaks of God 
‘seeing’ or God himself saying, ‘I will come down now 
and see...‘, or God ‘waxing hot’ or God ‘hearing’ etc., 
we must understand these anthropomorphically, or God 
being spoken of in human terms, because of our limited 
capacity. God accommodates himself to our finite 
and limited understanding. But God himself is blessed 
forever, always knowing all things and always knowing all 
of his eternally foreordained plan which encompasses 
everything that comes to pass. God is never surprised 
or agitated. He is always tranquil and perfectly blessed, 
serene and calm and there is no disturbance of the 
blessedness of God. He is the ever-blessed God.

R L Dabney, however, does give us some idea of what 
he regards as the parallel to emotion in God: 'Our 
Confession says that God hath neither parts nor passions. 
That he has something analogous to what are called in 
man active principles, is manifest, for he wills and acts; 
therefore he must feel. But these active principles must 
not be conceived of as emotions, in the sense of ebbing 
and flowing accesses of feeling. In other words, they lack 
that agitation and rush, that change from cold to hot 
and hot to cold, which constitute the characteristics of 
passion in us. They are, in God, an ineffable, fixed, peaceful, 
unchangeable calm, although the springs of volition. That 
such principles may be, although incomprehensible to 
us, we may learn from this fact: That in the wisest and 
most sanctified creatures, the active principles have 
least of passion and agitation and yet they by no means 
become inefficacious as springs of action – e.g. moral 
indignation in the holy and wise parent or ruler. That 
the above conception of the calm immutability of God’s 
active principles is necessary appears from the following: 
The agitations of literal passions are incompatible with 
his blessedness. The objects of those feelings are as fully 
present to the Divine Mind at one time as another; so 
that there is nothing to cause ebb or flow. And that 
ebb would constitute a change in him. When therefore 
the Scriptures speak of God as becoming wroth, as 
repenting, as indulging his fury against his adversaries, 
in connection with some particular event occurring 
in time, we must understand them anthropopathically. 
What is meant is that the outward manifestations of 
his active principles were as though these feelings then 
arose’ (Lectures in Systematic Theology, p.153).
Secondly, emotion resides in the human nature of Christ. If 
there is no fluctuation in God, it follows that Christ's 
experiences of changeable feeling are to be found in 
his human nature. A human nature is finite, even when 
sinless. And human feelings are affected by events, by 
changes. All emotion, including sinless emotion, is a 
change of feeling in response to events. And in Christ 
these feelings and changes of feeling, all ebbing and 
flowing, must be located within his sinless human nature. 
Christ was a Divine Person, but he suffered in his human 
nature and his human nature experienced profound and 
sinless emotion.

The Emotional Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Part I

Rev David Silversides
(Loughbrickland Reformed Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland)

The substance of an address given at the Free Church School in Theology, Larbert, in 2006
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Causes of Holy Emotion in Christ
Causes of joy. God was his highest joy above all else. ‘To 
God my exceeding joy', applied perfectly and supremely 
to Christ. He delighted and joyed in God. We are told 
that, while he was in this world, there was a 'joy that 
was set before him' (Heb.12:2). He contemplated joy to 
come; the prospect of exaltation to the Father’s right 
hand. The Lord Jesus loved God: 'But that the world 
may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave 
me commandment, even so I do' (John 14:31). There is 
of course that perfect love within the three Persons of 
the Godhead. But Christ also in his human nature had a 
sinless and perfect love to God.
Because he perfectly loved God, he was supremely the 
Man of prayer because he delighted in God. The Lord 
Jesus in his sinless humanity spent nights in prayer to 
the Father. And he delighted in the works of God. ‘In 
that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight' (Lk.10:21). He rejoiced in spirit because he loved 
God and he loved the works of God. He loved the Word 
of God. The Lord Jesus supremely was the Man of the 
Word, the Man of the Scriptures. He lived by the words 
that proceeded out of the mouth of God. He loved the 
fellowship of God’s people. He was the supreme Man of 
fellowship: ‘And he said unto them, With desire I have 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer' 
(Lk.22:15). Whatever the other reasons, he desired to 
eat the Passover with them, to have fellowship with 
them, even though he was sinless and they were not, 
yet there was a fellowship between the perfect holiness 
of Christ and that measure of holiness which was to be 
found in his people. He delighted to obey the Father’s 
will: ‘Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
is within my heart' (Ps.40:8). It was his meat to do the 
will of him that sent him. He had a delight, then, in all 
that was holy. He delighted in faith, because right faith 
glorifies God, as we shall see shortly. But he delighted in 
all that was holy.

Causes of sorrow and of anger. Christ was angry at sin. 
He was sorrowful at the effects of sin: ‘And when he 
had looked round about on them with anger, being 
grieved for the hardness of their hearts’ (Mk.3:5). The 
Lord Jesus knew anger; holy, sinless, perfect, pure anger. 
Our righteous anger is imperfectly righteous. One 
of the struggles of the Christian life is that our holy 
indignation is mixed with unholiness and we struggle 
with that as Christians. But the Lord Jesus displayed his 
anger in the cleansing of the Temple when he overthrew 
the moneychangers’ tables. He made a whip of cords 
and drove them out of the Temple. It was not a rush 
of uncontrolled fury. It was the holy indignation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And so the Lord Jesus did express 
displeasure even at his disciples when they rebuked 
those that brought the children to him, ‘But when Jesus 
saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me’ (Mk.10:14). 
The Lord Jesus was moved with compassion when he 
saw the effects of sin. When we read in several places of 
his compassion toward the multitude, it entailed sorrow. 
He declares, ‘I have compassion on the multitude’. There 
should be no doubt also that his emotions were affected 
by physical pain. I think it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to conceive of physical pain aside from emotion. Real 
pain affects the emotions. We do not feel pain when 
we are unconscious. The Lord Jesus did feel pain and 
the Lord Jesus deliberately stayed conscious when he 
was crucified. ‘They gave him vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would 
not drink’ (Mt.27:34). He declined the semi-stupefying 
potion because he had to face his sufferings and death 
alert and not in a semi-conscious state. And of course 
the greatest cause of sorrow to the Lord Jesus was the 
removal of the comforts of God. If God was his chiefest 
joy, then the removal of the comforts of God was his 
greatest sorrow.

To be continued
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The Hawaiian Islands, formerly called Sandwich 
Islands, are situated in the North Pacific Ocean 
about two thousand miles to the west of San 

Francisco. The people of Hawaii are Polynesians in their 
ancestry, although today they are a mixed race since 
they have for over a hundred years intermarried with 
Filipinos, Japanese and other races. The largest of the 
Hawaiian Islands is the Big Island of Hawaii. The capital 
city is Honolulu. These islands were first discovered by 
the Spanish navigator Gaetano in 1542 and were visited 
by the English explorer Captain Cook in 1778.
Before the Gospel, came the people of Hawaii had a 
cruel and deeply-superstitious form of religion. This 
included both idolatry and human sacrifice. Polygamy was 
universal. Infanticide was so prevalent that two-thirds of 
children who were born were killed by their parents.
Today Hawaii is the fiftieth State of America and the 
only state not joined to the mainland of North America. 
The main language is English but the islands were first 
inhabited by Polynesians who sailed there from other 
Pacific islands in their canoes some two thousand or so 
years ago. There are one hundred and thirty-two islands 
in all, but only seven main islands which are inhabited. 
Eighty percent of the population live in the island of 
Oahu, where Honolulu is situated. The climate is lovely 
all year round and today many tourists come to see and 
enjoy the warm weather and the beautiful landscape, 

consisting of mountains, volcanoes and expansive views 
of the blue sky and surrounding ocean, with its surf.
The first missionaries arrived in the Sandwich Islands 
on March 30th, 1820. They were Hiram Bingham and 
his wife and Asa Thurston and his wife. Both men were 
graduates of Andover Seminary and were ordained to 
the Christian ministry on 29th September 1819.  The 
sermon preached at their ordination was on the text: 
'There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed' 
(Joshua 13:1). To their surprise these missionaries found 
that the idols which the Hawaiians used to worship had 
been destroyed, the pagan priesthood abolished, and the 
cruel practice of human sacrifice discontinued. Amazingly, 
these changes had been brought into the Island by the 
Hawaiian King Kamehameha II, who had abolished the 
ancient Hawaiian religion in 1819, just a year before the 
missionaries brought the gospel of Christ to them. An 
amazing providence surely!
The missionaries found that they had ready access to 
the people. By 1822 they had reduced the Hawaiian 
language to writing. That year a printing-press was set up 
and steps were taken to prepare Christian literature for 
the people of the Islands. By 1830 some twenty books 
had been published in the Hawaiian language. In addition 
the missionaries had started a number of schools for 
children and by the year 1834 there were fifty thousand 
pupils being educated.

How the Gospel Came to Hawaii
Rev Maurice Roberts
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The Bible was translated in full on February 25th 1839. 
In 1853 a Hawaiian Evangelical Association was formed 
to reach out to other islands and peoples. Until 1869 
this missionary effort was paid for in full by the U S 
churches.
The number of persons admitted to communion up 
to the year 1870 was 55,300. The most influential 
denomination was Congregational. There were some 
Anglicans also.
In 1870 a Jubilee Celebration was held to mark fifty 
years of the gospel in Hawaii. This was held in a large and 
handsome church building made from coral in Honolulu. 
Some three thousand persons crowded into the building 
on the occasion and as many stood outside unable to get 
in. The King himself was present. Clearly, the gospel had 
profoundly altered the Hawaiian Islands in the previous 
fifty years by the grace of God.

A Courageous Convert
The Christianity of these early Hawaiian converts 
was no mere formalism. There is one incident which 
deserves to be placed on record to show how clear was 
the faith of these early converts. It relates to a lady called 
Kapiolani, a high chiefess, who in 1825 did something 
to prove the vanity of the heathenism still practised by 
many in Hawaii at that date.
The non-Christians believed that a goddess called Pele 
lived in the molten lava of a volcano on the island named 
Maunaloa. The crater of fire inside was six to nine miles 
round.  Smoke rose from it night and day. All, except 
Christians, were afraid of Pe-Le. The pagan priests taught 
that if a woman climbed the mountain, picked berries 
from the bushes and flung them into the molten lava of 
the volcano the goddess would shake and shatter the 
Island.
To prove the falsehood of this superstition this brave 
Christian woman, Kapiolani went to the volcano, plucked 
berries from the tree, climbed up to the summit – an 
ascent of some two and a half miles – and threw the 
berries into the molten lava. In defiance of the priests' 
threatening she shouted out to the watching people: 'If 
I perish by the anger of Pele then dread is her power; 
but, behold, I defy her wrath! I have broken her orders; 
I live and am safe, for Jehovah the Almighty is my God. 
His was the breath that kindled these flames; His is the 
hand which restrained their fury. Oh, ye people, behold 
how vain are the gods of Hawaii – and serve the Lord!'
In this courageous and devout way did the bold Christian 
lady destroy their superstitious fear.

The Inspiring Life Of Obookiah
Obookiah is loved and esteemed by Hawaiian Christians 
because, under God, it was through Obookiah that 
the gospel first came to their Islands in the year 1820. 
It is a lovely and an amazing story, which shows how 
wonderful are God's ways.

Obookiah was born about the year 1792, only fourteen 
years after Captain Cook arrived in Hawaii. In a local 
fight both his parents and younger brother were killed 
before his very eyes and he had to live for a time in the 
house of the very man who murdered them. Then, after 
a time, he lived with his uncle, who was a pagan priest 
and taught him to say long pagan prayers.
One day the young Obookiah swam out to an American 
ship anchored a little off shore and was kindly treated 
by the captain of the vessel, whose name was Captain 
Brintnall. Once on board, Obookiah was allowed to sail 
on the ship back to America. On the way there he was 
taught some English by a Christian man called Russel 
Hubbard. After a long journey via China and the Cape 
of Good Hope the vessel landed at New York in 1809, 
at which date Obookiah was about seventeen years old.
He now travelled to New Haven, where he met some 
theological students and began to take an interest in the 
gospel of Christ. He was taught to read and write English. 
In the home of President Timothy Dwight he witnessed 
how Christian families conduct family worship. He 
now started to read the New Testament. Here in New 
England – amazingly! – he also met and boarded with 
members of the family of Adoniram Judson, the pioneer 
missionary to Burma.
Before long, and not without many a struggle, Obookiah 
made a public profession of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and became deeply interested in missionary 
work. Gifted with a fine intellect, Obookiah developed 
a good grasp of English, Latin and Hebrew. His soul now 
became deeply burdened for the ignorant people of his 
native home in Hawaii. He longed to go back to preach 
the gospel of Christ to his native island people. However, 
this was not to be. He took ill and passed away on 
February 17th 1818, at the early age of twenty-six. His 
life was done. But his influence lived on.
Words on the tombstone of Henry Obookiah include 
the following: '…Designed for a pagan priest; but by the 
grace of God … he became a Christian. He was eminent 
for piety and missionary zeal. When almost prepared to 
return to his native isle to preach the gospel, God took 
him to himself. In his last sickness he wept and prayed 
for Owhyee (Hawaii), but was submissive. He died 
without fear with a heavenly smile on his countenance, 
and glory in his soul'.
Under God's gracious providence, therefore, the first 
missionaries set sail to preach the gospel to the 
Hawaiian islanders just two years after Obookiah's 
death. Clearly his life was wonderfully overshadowed by 
God's grace and purpose. He himself was not to be the 
one to preach to the ignorant people of Hawaii. But his 
love and zeal were the means of stirring others to carry 
the blessed gospel of salvation to his beloved people. 
Today there are many in Hawaii who love and serve the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.



“When they had called the apostles, and beaten them, 
they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  

And they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name”.

Acts 5:40-41
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