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All of us begin life as sinners, fallen, under the wrath 
and curse of God, in a state of condemnation, 
totally depraved and totally unable to do 

anything to save ourselves. When a person becomes a 
true Christian, a sinner is changed into a saint. An act of 
God's grace takes place and that is followed by a work 
of His Spirit. The initial act of God we call Definitive 
Sanctification. The ongoing work we call Progressive 
Sanctification. Professor John Murray, who taught at 
Westminster Theological Seminary in the middle of last 
century, was the one who particularly expounded this 
doctrine (Works, Vol.2, pp277-284).
The Westminster Confession deals mostly with 
Progressive Sanctification but at the same time 
acknowledges Definitive Sanctification, though it does 
not use the term. The chapter on Sanctification begins: 
'They who are effectually called and regenerated, having 
a new heart and new spirit created in them, are further 
sanctified really and personally, through the virtue of 
Christ's death and resurrection, by His word and Spirit 

dwelling in them'. Notice that word 'further', further 
sanctified. So there is an initial sanctification. This is what 
we wish to deal with in this article. It is clearly taught 
in Romans 6.

Introduction
Romans is the most theological epistle. After the 
introduction, Paul in Romans 1:18-32  shows that the 
Gentiles who do not have the Scriptures are sinners. 
They do not even live up to the light they have from 
natural revelation. Their own conscience condemns 
them. Romans 2 shows that the Jews who have the 
law are also sinners because they do not keep the law. 
Romans 3:1-20 concludes that all are guilty. There is 
none righteous in the sight of God. All stand guilty. Then 
Romans 3:21 to 5:21 teaches justification by faith alone 
in Christ alone. Christ's atoning work is presented as the 
ground of our justification. Faith is the alone instrument 
which lays hold of the righteousness of Christ and 
claims it. 'Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ' (5:1). 

Definitive Sanctification

"For if thou wert cut out of the olive 
tree which is wild by nature, and wert 
grafted contrary to nature into a good 
olive tree: how much more shall these, 

which be the natural branches, be 
grafted into their own olive tree?"
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Romans 6 deals with Definitive Sanctification, Chapters 
7 and 8 with Progressive Sanctification, Chapters 9-11 
with election and sovereign grace, and chapters 12-16 
with practical exhortations on the basis of the theology 
given earlier.

A very important question v 1
Romans 6:1 asks a very important question: 'Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound?' This follows 
the section where Paul is expounding justification by 
faith. He has been saying that works have no part in our 
justification. Salvation is all of grace. It is a gift of God. 
We can neither earn nor merit it. Neither can we add 
to it. God saves the worst of sinners. Chapter 5:12-19 
deals with the imputation of Adam's sin and Christ's 
righteousness. Adam's sin is imputed and reckoned to 
all who were in Adam when he sinned, i.e. to every man 
and woman born of him by natural generation. The sins 
of the elect were then imputed to Christ who suffered 
the penalty due to them for their sins. He was made sin 
for us (2Cor.5:21). His righteousness was then imputed 
to us. In this way we stand perfect in the eyes of God the 
judge. Our righteousness is perfect. It cannot be added 
to or diminished. We, who believe in Jesus, will never be 
more justified than we are today.
Romans 5:20 states that the law entered that the offence 
might abound. The law came to reveal sin. It convicts 
of sin. But where sin abounded grace did much more 
abound. Sin reigns unto death but grace reigns unto life. 
The worse the sinner the greater the grace. The greater 
the sinner the more God's grace is glorified in pardoning 
that sinner. This is the context for the important 
question in Romans 6:1. Shall we continue to sin more 
and more in order that God's grace will be displayed 
more and more in saving us? God's grace is amazing. 
Shall we display it by sinning?

A Foolish thought v 2
Romans 6:2 immediately replies, 'God forbid'. Away 
with such a thought! May it not be. 'How shall we, that 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein?'. Something has 
happened in our lives. Now we are true Christians. The 
tense of the Greek verb translated here is aorist. It is not 
the present continuous or the past continuous. It is in 
the past and it is a punctiliar tense. It is something which 
happened in a moment – a once for all occurrence. It's 
like the verb in the sentence 'The bat hit the ball'. Thus 
the sentence could more literally be translated, 'How 
shall we that died to sin live any longer therein'. We 
were dead in sin but then we died to that state. We 
were under sin's rule, we were slaves to sin, but now we 
have died to sin and been set free from sin. We died to 
Satan and the old life. Therefore the implication is that 
we cannot go on in sin. Away with the thought that we 
could go on in evil. We were born again. There has been 
a radical break with the past. This change is not a mere 

decision nor even a repentance and a reformation. It is 
not man-made. It is a new creation. It is a mighty work 
of God, just like the first creation.

Union with Christ vv 3-4
What is a real Christian? It is someone who died and 
is now resurrected. Here in v.3 it is someone who has 
been baptised into Christ. This is not talking about the 
mode of baptism (immersion) though Baptists like to 
think that it is, and use it as their proof text. Dr Lloyd 
Jones in his excellent volume of sermons on Romans 
6, argues that this passage has nothing to do with the 
mode of baptism. Baptists argue that sprinkling will not 
do. They say you must be dipped under, as a symbol of 
being buried in the waters. Yet a quick dip under water 
is hardly a good picture of burial. Rather what is referred 
to is the spiritual experience of conversion. Baptism is 
essentially union. In 1Corinthians 10:2, Paul states that 
the Israelites 'were all baptised unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea'. He is speaking of union with Moses as 
leader. The Egyptians were immersed and drowned but 
Israel went through on dry ground yet were baptised. 
Baptism into Christ is union with Him in His death, 
burial and resurrection. Having risen with Christ you 
should now live a resurrected life. Be a new person not 
continuing on in the old sins. Outward baptism is not of 
course vital to salvation and many who are baptised end 
up in hell, whatever the mode used. Outward baptism is 
symbolic of the inner reality. It is particularly a picture 
of washing and union with, or engrafting into Christ. 
Every Christian, whether outwardly baptised or not, is 
baptised into Christ according to Romans 6:3-4. Again 
the emphasis here is on the huge change which has 
taken place.

The Picture of Planting v 5
We have been planted into Christ. We were originally 
in the old tree Adam. We sinned and fell in that now 
barren tree. But something wonderful has happened. 
We have been cut out of the old tree Adam and grafted 
into a new tree Christ. Now we are dead to Adam, but 
alive to Christ. Romans 11 speaks of the Jews as cast off 
because they rejected the Messiah, and the Gentiles have 
been received in in their place: 'For if the casting away 
of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead?' (v.15). One 
day they, the Jews, will be grafted into their own olive 
tree. 'For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is 
wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into 
a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which 
be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive 
tree?' (v.24) There will be blessed days ahead. So the true 
Christian is grafted into Christ.

The Old Man vv 6-7
In much Puritan and subsequent devotional literature it 
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is stated as John Morison, the blacksmith poet of Harris 
put it: 'I have a new man and old man'. This resonates 
with Christian experience. We are aware of the conflict 
within. But we must keep to what the Scripture states: 
'Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin' (v.6). The same tense of 
the verb is used in the Greek throughout this whole 
passage (vv.2-11). It is the aorist. It refers to the past 
and something that took place in a moment. It is not a 
process of gradually crucifying the old man. At a certain 
point the old man was crucified. 
What is the old man? It is the old self, the man as he was 
in Adam. The unconverted man died. He is dead. He died 
to the old life and became a new man. 'That the body of 
sin might be destroyed' – some see this as referring to 
the mass of sin as like a body. Rather it is a reference to 
the fact that sin is particularly linked to the body and the 
lusts of the flesh. You died with Christ, body and soul. 'He 
that is dead is freed from sin' (v.7).

The New Life v 8
Since we have died with Christ, the truth is that we shall 
also live with Him. This is not referring to the future 
resurrection but to the present. The fruit of resurrection 
with Christ is that we live a new life here. In v.9 we are 
told that Christ is raised. Death has now no claim on 
Him. Death has no dominion over Him. In v.10 we are 
told that He died unto sin once. He now lives to God. 
He died to the realm of sin. He now lives with God in 
heaven. The Mass is blasphemy because it pretends that 

Christ dies again every time the mass is offered. 'By 
one offering he hath  perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified' (Heb.10:14). You died to sin and live to God. 
What a change!

Application vv 11-23
V.11 is the first practical exhortation of the Epistle. 
Reckon, realise and be aware of what you are and of the 
great change which has taken place. Be dead to sin and 
be alive to God. It is a huge change. 'If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature' (2Cor.5:17).
V12 Let not sin reign in you or over you. It is dead. 
V.13 Do not yield parts of your body to sin.
V.14 Sin shall not have dominion over you. You are not 
under the law, the old covenant of works, the old Adam.
V.15 Shall we sin because we are not under  the law? 
God forbid. Away with the thought.
V.16 To whom you yield yourself, you are his servant. 
You are not sin's servant, you must not be, but you are 
righteousness' servant.
Vv.17-18 You were the servants of sin but now are the 
servants of righteousness. Thank God for that.
V.19 As you served sin in the past, now serve God with 
the same enthusiasm.
V.20 When you were the servants of sin you were free 
from righteousness. You had none.
V.21 What fruit did you have? The end of these things 
is death.
V.22 But now your fruit is holiness.
V.23 The wages of sin is death but God's gift is life.

Public Prayer: Leading & Following
Rev Gavin Beers

The Shorter Catechism defines prayer as ‘an 
offering up of our desires unto God, for things 
agreeable to his will’ and identifies its constituent 

parts as adoration, confession of sin, petition and 
thanksgiving. Scripture makes it clear that such prayer 
is to be offered as an element of private and public 
worship. In Matthew 6 Jesus deals with the private 
aspect of prayer, commanding us to enter the ‘closet’ and 
pray to our Father in secret. In 1 Timothy 2 Paul’s focus 
is on public prayer as something required of the church 
when she meets as a corporate body.
As a part of worship, prayer, just like singing, reading 
and preaching, is commanded by God. As with the other 
parts, prayer is also regulated by God and we must go 
to the Bible alone to learn what God requires. I once 

attended a meeting in Uganda where the pastor called 
the congregation to separate into groups of three, hold 
hands, and all offer prayer audibly at the same time. 
Needless to say, the result was a confused babble and 
the congregation sounded like a henhouse of humans. 
The practice seemed like a good idea to the pastor, but 
what does the Bible say about public prayer? Is someone 
to lead in prayer? Who should lead? Can anyone who 
likes lead? What does the congregation do when 
someone leads in prayer? These are some of the things 
that we intend to answer from Scripture in this article 
to establish what we do in worship and why we do it.

Who should be Present for Public Prayer?
The first issue that needs to be addressed is who 
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should be present for public prayer. Paul answers this 
in 1 Timothy 2 – the church should be present. He is 
addressing church matters so that Timothy will know 
how to order things in the church of God (3:15). He 
is to give attendance to reading (4:13) and preaching 
the Word (4:6, 11, 13). Elders and deacons are to be 
ordained, chapter 3, and he is also to see that public 
prayer is offered in terms of the detail of chapter 2. So 
in the same place and in the same body where the Word 
is to be read and preached, prayer is to be offered. 
The church is to pray and she will do so as a part of 
worship in her stated services on the Lord’s Day. In 
addition to this she may call extra meetings for prayer, 
eg weekly prayer meetings, or days of prayer. These are 
not higher meetings of an elite within the church, or 
lower meetings where the rules of worship do not apply. 
They are meetings of the visible church and all who are 
members of the church are welcome and should strive 
to be present. The Highland tradition that the prayer 
meeting is only for Christians so that attendance at the 
meeting is equated with a profession of faith (‘following’) 
finds no basis in Scripture. The prayer meeting is simply a 
public meeting of the church for worship where there is 
more emphasis on the element of prayer and therefore 
the whole visible church, including children, should be 
present as far as it is possible. It is here that the rising 
generation will learn the discipline of public prayer, be 
instructed in what the church should be praying for, and 
have the privilege of seeing the hand of God move in 
answer to the cries of the congregation of the saints.

One voice leads in Public Prayer
Having established what a prayer meeting is and who 
should be present, we need to consider what takes 
place. The church is communing and fellowshipping with 
God in all her meetings. God speaks to her through the 
reading and preaching of His Word and she responds by 
speaking to Him in the singing of praise and prayer. In 

some of these elements of worship one voice is raised 
in the congregation whereas in others all the voices 
in the congregation are raised and this is significant to 
our understanding of what is taking place. In the singing 
of praise all voices are raised together as one as the 
congregation unites in extolling God. In prayer, however, 
one voice is raised in the congregation to lead all. We 
must understand the dynamic here: when one leads, the 
whole congregation is being led and prays together. 
This is implied in the language of public prayer. On the 
Lord’s Day, the minister calls the congregation to pray 
in words like ‘Let us pray’. At the prayer meeting he will 
call on one to ‘Lead us in prayer’. He does not say ‘I’m 
going to pray’ nor does he ask someone to simply ‘say 
a prayer’. The one leading has a clear function in and 
for the body. The same thing is evident in Scripture. In 
Acts 4:23-24 the believers gathered together for prayer 
and Luke records, ‘They lifted up their voice to God 
with one accord and said...’ The content of the prayer 
then follows and it is not to be understood as simply a 
summary of the sentiments of a number of individuals. 
‘The view’, says J A Alexander, ‘that has commanded the 
assent of most interpreters in all times and churches’ is 
that they are ‘all said to have lifted up their voices with 
one accord, because they all united in the prayer of 
just one, just as we now speak of a whole congregation 
praying, when a single voice is audible’. The whole group 
lifted up their hearts in united passion, with one heart 
and one mind through one voice and this is the pattern 
for the gathered church when we address God in prayer. 
One voice is heard but he is not praying as a private 
individual. The pulpit and the pew is not the closet and 
both those who lead in prayer and those who follow are 
to be sensitive to this. The language of the closet is, ‘Lord 
I pray ... grant me’. The cry of the gathered church is ‘we 
pray ... grant us!’ 
The same principle is at work at the close of public 

"The church is to pray and she 
will do so as a part of worship 
in her stated services on the 
Lord’s Day. In addition to this 
she may call extra meetings 
for prayer, eg weekly prayer 
meetings, or days of prayer. 

These are not higher meetings 
of an elite within the church, 
or lower meetings where the 

rules of worship do not apply. "
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What a solemn subject is before us. Which of us 
dare treat it? Surely we would all agree that 
anything we say upon it can only be by way of 

aspiration rather than achievement in our Christian life 
and ministry – however long we have been Christians or 
ministers. In this matter (as in so much else pertaining 
to us) we have to confess with the apostle Paul, ‘Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 3:12, 
and in the two verses which follow). But, thankfully, and 
how we bless God and encourage ourselves and one 
another in this, whatever and however many our failures, 
mistakes and shortcomings in the ministry, Psalm 130:4 
applies: ‘But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou 
mayest be feared’. So let none of us despair, whether 
grappling with a call to the ministry, just setting out in the 
ministry, or an ‘old hand’ in the ministry.
We need a controlling text to help us, and we have the 
ideal one in Jeremiah 3:15, where the Lord declares, 
‘And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding’. 
The minister as a man of God will strive, through 
grace supplied by the Holy Spirit, to be a man of 
certain particular characteristics. Consider the following 
‘magnificent seven’.

1 After God’s heart
This, of course, is plucked directly from the Jeremiah text. 
The word translated ‘pastors’ there may also (and very 
attractively and appropriately) be rendered ‘shepherds’. 
God’s words here invite – indeed they compel – the 
question: what sort of a heart is God’s own heart? It is 
a shepherd’s heart. But can we say more? What kind of a 
heart is God’s shepherd heart? We need to know, if we 
would be ministers after His heart.
It is a heart of wisdom, a heart of compassion, a heart of 
patience and kindness, faithfulness and closeness, a heart 
of unchanging and unfailing love. Each of these merits 
opening up closely, of course, but there are three things 
we must say.
Firstly, if we are not men who display such a heart as this 
(and the ‘display’ of it will soon become evident – or not 
– in the way we fulfil our ministry among God’s people), 
then we are not pastors/shepherds after God’s heart. We 
are in the realm here of godliness, Christlikeness.
Secondly, sheep can be silly creatures, however appealing 
they look. They can wander all over the place, get into all 
sorts of scrapes, pick up a whole range of infirmities, and 
sometimes do the craziest things – just like the people of 
God. So how much we need a shepherd’s heart according 
to God’s shepherd heart to deal with them.
Thirdly, never forget how God has dealt with us, the heart 
that He has exercised towards us, the chief of sinners all. 
Let this continual reflection assist us in pressing toward 
that mark in our dealings as his under-shepherds with 
his sheep.

2 Under God’s Word
Ministers of the Word must be themselves men of the 
Word. The word of Christ must dwell in us richly if it 
is ever to dwell in the lives of our people richly. There 
is no substitute for our constant exposure to the 
Word of God – its challenges to spur us, its promises 
to encourage us, its rebukes to refine us, its glories to 
enthral us, its mysteries to humble us, its focus to delight 

The Minister as a Man of 
God 

Rev Richard Brooks

The substance of an address delivered at the 2014 

School in Theology.

prayer. Here the collective voice of the congregation is 
to be heard in the ‘Amen’. In many evangelical churches 
today the one who leads in prayer may say ‘amen’, or 
there may be individual ‘amens’ by others as the prayer 
is being offered, which at least gives evidence someone is 
praying with the one leading! We do not excel however 
in uniting in a hearty ‘amen’ at the close of prayer yet 
this was the clear practice of the church both in the Old 
and New Testament (Deut.27:15-16, 1Chron.16:35-36, 
1Cor.14:14-16). This congregational ‘amen’ shows the 
church is praying. The united declaration ‘amen’, which 
means ‘so let it be’, is the congregation saying ‘we agree 
Lord!’ It is to this collective agreement of the gathered 

church that Jesus gives this encouragement: ‘Again I 
say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them’ (Mt.18:19-20).
It is clear that when the church gathers and prays to 
God  we do not pray individually but collectively with 
one heart and lead by one voice. One voice is heard; all 
hearts should be praying. Understanding this will help 
us to deal with the more controversial issue of whose 
voice should be heard leading in public prayer.

(To be continued)
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us. And what is its focus? Better, who is its focus – the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for He is the very sum and substance 
of holy Scripture.
We love to discover Christ in all the Scriptures, and 
to preach Him from all the Scriptures. Remember that 
it was as they were granted this discovery that those 
two dear ones on the Emmaus road experienced their 
hearts burning within them – the very sort of heartburn 
we need!
We must submit to the authority of God’s Word. We 
need to feel the power of God’s Word. When preaching 
it, oh! for the unction of the Holy Spirit, the ever-fresh 
anointing of the third Person of the Trinity, the breath 
of God (north wind and south wind) upon us. A friendly 
word of counsel: don’t fill your ‘holiday’ Lord’s Days 
with preaching engagements; benefit to the full from the 
opportunity to sit under God’s Word preached.

3 Loving God’s Son
The minister as a man of God needs to be continually 
ravished by the beauty and glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Recall how the Father speaks of His Son: ‘This is 
my beloved Son [my Son whom I love], in whom I am 
well pleased’. Can we possibly take any other view of 
Jesus?
Think of some of the names of Jesus given in the Song 
of Songs. He is the rose of Sharon, the lily of the valleys, 
the apple tree among the trees of the wood, the chiefest 
among ten thousand, altogether lovely. Then dwell upon 
some of the names He bears in His relationship with us. 
He is Saviour, Teacher, Lord, Friend, Shepherd, Advocate, 
Surety, Bridegroom, as well as being Prophet, Priest and 
King. His worth is beyond telling.
May He possess all our hearts, our lips, our lives and our 
hopes – ‘Christ in (us), the hope of glory’ (Colossians 
1:27). May we agree wholeheartedly with Paul that ‘to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain’ (Philippians 1:21) – gain, not 
least because it is more Christ! May it be our consuming 
desire to ‘grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’ (2 Peter 3:18). May we 
have more and more of the mind of Christ (seeing, for 
example, sin, the world, time, sinners, saints as He does), 
and more and more of the likeness of Christ (after the 
manner of the Beatitudes and the fruit of the Spirit).

4 Seeking God’s face
This was David’s great priority, he whom God Himself 
describes as ‘a man after his own heart’ (1 Samuel 13:14). 
David was a man of one overriding and all consuming 
passion. He tells us so himself. ‘One thing have I desired 
of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple’ 
(Psalm 27:4). This was, for David, the key to life, and sets 
before us the vital importance for any Christian (so how 
much more for a minister, who is a Christian before 

he is a minister, a converted man before he seeks the 
conversion of others) of maintaining communion and 
fellowship with God.
This is David’s passion. His choice of language carries the 
force of ‘I have desired and I do desire one thing above 
everything else – indeed, so much so that in comparison 
I really desire nothing else’. This is no sudden whim of 
his, no passing fancy, no transient impulse, which is ‘here 
today, gone tomorrow’. He means serious business. He 
loves ‘the house of the LORD’, but he loves it not for 
its own sake, but that he may ‘behold [gaze upon] the 
beauty of the LORD’. How this needs to be our passion, 
my passion, so much more than much of the time it is. 
Why can we often feel so sluggish in this, slow in the 
Word, heavy in prayer, lacking vigour in these things? For 
this is the most important thing of all for us. This is the 
lifeline.
Andrew Bonar is a help and challenge to us here. On 
one occasion he remarked, ‘One of the gravest perils 
which besets the ministry is a restless scattering of 
energies over an amazing multiplicity of interests which 
leaves no margin of time and strength for receptive and 
absorbing communion with God’.

5 Serving God’s church
This is at the very heart of our Jeremiah verse, which 
speaks of pastors/shepherds. We are the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s ‘under-shepherds’, whose calling, business and 
answerability it is to feed and take care of His flock. We 
draw all our needed wisdom and strength from Him.
This pastor-people relationship, fundamental to the 
minister as a man of God, is very special. Indeed, it is 
unique, and is to be guarded jealously and undertaken 
after the model of Jesus Himself, the Shepherd of His 
sheep. Did He not say, ‘I know my sheep and am known 
of mine’? He has us in His heart, and we are to have 
them in our hearts.
The longer you pastor a particular flock, the closer you 
become to them. When, then, you move to another 
charge, you have to start all over again. But bit by bit 
it comes – they feel comfortable with you and trust 
you, they tell you their ‘business’ (both spiritual and 
otherwise), and they confide in you (by the way: a 
minister must keep confidences). You grow together and 
your love for them increases. You weep with them and 
you smile with them.

6 Proclaiming God’s Gospel
How absolutely fundamental this is if we are to be 
ministers who truly are men of God. Let me explain 
why. We believe in unconditional election and particular 
redemption, but we believe in something else as well – 
the free offer of the gospel. 
We love those Scriptures which speak of election, which 
teach us that salvation is of the Lord, and which remind 
us that everything is all and entirely of grace. But we love 
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also those Scriptures which speak in terms such as these: 
‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved’ (Romans 10:13) – ‘And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely’ (Revelation 22:17) – and 
those sweet words of the Saviour, ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden’ (Matthew 11:28), or, ‘All 
that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out’ (John 6:37).
We love to read in Scripture that God has a people for 
His own possession that He has chosen for Himself. But 
we do so love those ‘whosoevers’ as well. And there is 
no contradiction between them. Moreover, where is the 
heart of God towards sinners more exquisitely revealed 
than in the matchless plea He utters in Ezekiel 33:11: 
‘Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?’?
The minister as pastor is also the minister as evangelist. 

Let the wide open arms of the preacher be suggestive 
and illustrative of the wider open arms still of the 
Saviour, the divine embrace. Tell the people, including the 
children, that you have a Saviour for them who welcomes 
sinners. Urge the ‘Now’ of 2 Corinthians 6:2 and the 
‘Today’ of Hebrews 4:7. Be earnest and faithful with their 
souls – for if we hold back here it will be yet another 
thing that we have to give account for on the last day.

7 Desiring God’s presence
I have in mind here, our longing for heaven – ‘having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ: which is far 
better’ (Philippians 1:23), when we shall ‘see the king in 
his beauty’ and ‘shall behold the land that is very far off 
[of far distances, or, far horizons]’ (Isaiah 33:17).
May we be given grace in all of these seven areas – 
including this last. May we be marked increasingly by a 
heavenly mindedness and a heavenly earnestness. And 
may we (by God’s grace and for God’s glory) take many 
to heaven with us!

"We are the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s ‘under-shepherds’, 
whose calling, business and 

answerability it is to feed and 
take care of His flock. We 

draw all our needed wisdom 
and strength from Him."
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News

There has rightly been shock and 
outrage following the attack in 

Paris on the offices of the Charlie 
Hebdo satirical magazine. The two 
Muslim terrorists killed twelve 
people. Another terrorist, who 
claimed to be linked to them, killed 
a police woman and four shoppers 
at a Jewish supermarket. These men 
took the law into their own hands 
and broke the sixth commandment. 

The following Sabbath, millions 
demonstrated on the streets of Paris 
and other cities carrying banners 
with the words 'Je suis Charlie'. 
The following week a new edition 
of the magazine which contained 
new cartoons of Mohammed  sold 
in millions across the world in 
comparison with the sixty thousand 
of a normal run. This  sparked new 
violent protests. We grieve with the 

families of those who have suffered. 
Our society is certainly changing and 
Islamic terrorism is a horrid new 
reality. It is impossible to defend 
ourselves from this even with the 
most sophisticated weaponry. It can 
hit anywhere and no-one is safe. 
There are so many soft targets. The 
Islamists will not rest till the world 
is under their dominion. What a 
miserable existence it would be to 

Massacre in France
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live under such a regime!
What is our response? We encourage 
ourselves in the Lord. God reigns 
and therefore let the earth be glad. 
Powerful though the terrorists are 
they cannot lift a finger without God 
allowing them. Our faith is in God. 
God is working out His purposes. 
Furthermore Christ is building His 
church and His elect will be saved 
and not one of them shall perish. 
Even the violent wickedness fits in 
to God's plan for the good of His 
church and the glory of His name. 
It is fascinating to hear from the 
Middle East that multitudes in the 
refugee camps in Lebanon, Jordan, 
etc are turning to the Lord. Some 
are giving thanks for ISIS who have 
turned their lives upside down so 
that in God's providence and grace 
they have heard the Gospel and 
been saved.
Superficially, freedom of speech is 
something which we feel we must 
support. We value the freedom 
of speech we have to preach the 
gospel and witness for the Lord. 
Yet absolute freedom of speech is 
wrong. Our freedom of speech has 
to be governed by God's law. We 
have no right to lie and slander. 
There is no right to blaspheme God. 
The truth must always be spoken in 
love. Religion is a serious business 
and it is wrong to ridicule another 
person's religion by means of coarse 
jesting. 'Michael the archangel, when 
contending with the devil he disputed 
about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing accusation, 
but said, The Lord rebuke thee' (Jude 

9). The freedom 
to oppose, 
criticise and 
show the error 
of false religion 
is a blessing. The 
Liberté, Égalité, 
F r a t e r n i t é , 
which arose 
from the French 
Revolution, and 
is the national 
motto of France, 
is essentially 
atheistic. It was 
a revolution 
against the 
church and God 
as well as the 
government of 
the time. The 
Charlie Hebdo 
team were 
militant atheists. 
True liberty is 
to be found only 
in obedience 
to God's 
commandments.

Freedom for 
Christians 
Christian Institute

Politicians who voiced support 
for free speech in the wake of 

the recent terrorist attack should 
now work to protect Christians, 
Conservative Peer Lord Tebbit has 

said. Lord Tebbit said he hoped 
politicians would avoid being 'narrow 
minded' and not deny people the 
'right of free speech they demand'. 
Recently, in comments praised by 
Lord Tebbit, Deputy Prime Minister 
Nick Clegg said 'in a free society 
people have to be free to offend 

Desk

Lord Tebbit
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each other'.
But the former cabinet minister and Chairman of the 
Conservative Party also said that politicians should now 
'see what more can be done' to help Christian street 
preachers and guesthouse owners.
In 2013 Peter and Hazelmary Bull lost a Supreme Court 
appeal after being sued for their policy of only allowing 
married couples to share a double bed. And last year 
Christian street preacher John Craven received £13,000 
compensation after being wrongfully arrested by the 
police. Both cases were supported by The Christian 
Institute.
Writing on the Telegraph’s website, Lord Tebbit said Nick 
Clegg’s comments were ‘brave and right’. But he added 
that he hoped senior politicians 'will now see what 
more can be done to prevent Christian preachers being 
threatened with prosecution for reading the Bible aloud 
in the street, or Christian guesthouse proprietors who 
believe that homosexual sex is a sin being prosecuted 
for refusing to let double bedded rooms to homosexual 
couples'.
'Indeed, I hope that Mr Clegg (and others) will now 
come out as liberals, rather than rather narrow minded 
opportunists eager to deny their opponents the right of 
free speech they demand for themselves', he concluded.
In his article, the leader of the Liberal Democrats 
commented: 'The freedom that allows someone to 
criticise an idea – even a religious idea – is the same 
freedom that allows others to promote it. This is the 
bottom line: in a free society people have to be free to 
offend each other. There is no such thing as a right not to 
be offended. You cannot have freedom unless people are 
free to offend each other', he added.

Sudan: 
Urgent Prayer Needed 

E Kendal

The Islamic Government of Sudan (GoS) has expressed 
its intention to bring the conflict in the Nuba 

Mountains to an end, not through negotiations but 
through genocide. Defence documents leaked in August 
2014 revealed that the regime plans to starve the non-
Arab and mostly Christian Nuba just as it did in the 
early 1990s. Once the people are starving, the GoS will 
attempt to recruit them with offers of food to fight 
against their own people. Those who resist will perish. An 
estimated 100,000 Nuba died in the genocide of 1992-93.
GoS troops surged into Nuba territory and are just 
east of the strategic town of Kauda, which serves as 
the de-facto capital of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N). The SPLM-N's armed wing, 
the Sudan People's Liberation Army-North (SPLA-N), 
is fighting to protect the Nuba from Islamisation and 
genocidal jihad. However, with artillery of the Sudan 
Armed Forces now in range, civilians have evacuated 

areas around Mendi, Angartu and Kara Jumous in the 
Nuba Mountains.
[For a full report, see http://nubareports.org/ ]
The SPLA-N recently managed to fight off GoS forces 
that had attacked the state capital of Kadugli, which was 
the site of massacres and ethnic cleansing in June 2011. 
It was the second major attack recently. The gravely 
imperilled Nuba are fleeing deeper into SPLA-N held 
territory without any assurances they will find refuge 
from a regime that is determined to eliminate them.
Please pray that the Lord our God will defend the Nuba, 
preserve His people, provide all their needs and deliver them 
from evil.
Pray Psalm 10 for the Nuba and for Sudan.

Homeschoolers under threat 
Christian Institute

Homeschooling parents in a London borough are 
campaigning against council plans to impose an annual 

home visit to monitor their children, saying it contravenes 
their parental rights. The group of Westminster parents 
accused the local authority of mistrusting them, and 
said non-compliant families may be taken to court over 
the issue. The council wants to visit families who are 
educating their children at home once a year, in order to 
'look after the welfare of children'.
But Leslie Barson, who homeschooled her two children, 
denied that this is a 'safeguarding issue'. She commented: 
'There is no duty on a local authority to approve home 
education – it’s a parental responsibility. This is about 
approving and monitoring. I feel an inspection is an illegal 
infringement of my rights as a parent. The law says I’m 
responsible for my children’s education. The authority’s 
responsibility starts if there’s evidence of a problem or a 
concern. They think our children are at risk because they 
are not being seen daily by a teacher. But children are not 
safe just because they are at school'.
Mother-of-five Rachel Graham explained: 'It’s a general 
mistrust of the population', adding with irony that 
homeschooling parents are being seen as 'terrorists' 
rather than citizens. She continued: 'If you have got 
someone coming into your home to look at what you are 
doing, they are making a judgment. But who are they? You 
don’t know what their background is or who they are'.
As state education is becoming increasingly secular and anti-
christian we thank God for parents who have a serious concern 
for the spiritual welfare of their children. Homeschooling and 
Christian schools provide good alternatives to the state 
system. Let us pray that parents will continue to have the 
freedom to use such.

Step towards ordaining openly 
homosexual men 

Christian Institute

The Church of Scotland has taken a significant step 
towards ordaining practising homosexual ministers, 
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after a majority vote by local bodies. Out of a total of 
45 regional presbyteries, over 30 are thought to have 
voted in favour of allowing congregations to appoint gay 
ministers who are in civil partnerships. The issue has 
already caused 18 ministers and hundreds of members 
to leave the denomination.

A final decision will be made after draft legislation is 
passed to the Church of Scotland’s General Assembly in 
May. The proposal affirms the church’s traditional stance 
on marriage but allows congregations to 'opt out' and 
ordain practising gay ministers if they want to. There has 
already been extensive opposition to the move.

Recently, a protest group called Covenant Fellowship 

was launched to campaign for a traditionalist stance 
within the Church of Scotland. Rev Professor Andrew 
McGowan, a member of the group, said that the church 
is in the 'midst of a severe crisis'. He hopes that the 
protest will 'grow to become an effective campaign 
group within the Church on behalf of those who believe 
in Christian orthodoxy'.
Last November Conservative MSP Alex Johnstone, who 
is a member of the church, said that the move would 
'ultimately weaken' the church. Rev Richard Buckley, 
of evangelical group Forward Together, echoed this 
sentiment saying it was as if 'an axe had been set at the 
root of the Church of Scotland'.
In October last year, every Church of Scotland 
congregation on the Isle of Lewis, the largest island 
in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides, opposed the move. A 
spokesman for the Lewis Presbytery warned that the 

proposal risked causing 'further disunity' within the 
denomination. The issue has already caused division 
within the church.
In 2013, Reverend Dominic Smart of Gilcomston South 
church in Aberdeen resigned from the church and began 
holding separate services initially in a hotel. He described 
ordaining gay ministers as a 'clear and deliberate move 
away from the authority of Scripture as the word of God 
and our supreme rule of faith and life'.

We find it hard to understand how a body can call itself a 
Christian church when it ordains practising homosexuals. 
Such a life-style is described in Scripture as immoral and in a 
presbyterian church all office-bearers share responsibility for 
the actions of the church. One thinks of the awesome words 
of Revelation 18:4: 'And I heard another voice from heaven, 
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues'.

Rev Prof Andrew McGowan

Rev Dominic Smart

Rev Richard Buckley



FREE CHURCH WITNESS14

Books
Catechizing Our 

Children
The Hows and Whys of Teaching the 

Shorter Catechism To-day 
Terry L Johnson

Banner of Truth Trust, 
pbk, 104pp, £4.68

This compact survey of the ways 
of teaching and the reasons for 

teaching the Shorter Catechism to our 
children seeks to meet a patent need of 
Christian parents in our contemporary 
anti-Christian world. The approach takes 
the form, after an introduction, of five 
concise chapters headed, 'Environment', 
'History', 'Strengths', 'Structure' and 
'Programme'. Only 24 pages are spent 
on the 'Hows' when 63 pages are 
on the 'Whys'; the bulk of this is 
34 pages of exposition of the main 
themes of the Catechism under the 
heading 'Structure'. Here is an example: 
'The Shorter Catechism teaches that 
salvation is a Trinitarian project, just as 
did the Apostle Peter (1Pet.1:1-5) and 
the Apostle Paul (Rom.8:12-30): the 
Father plans, the Son accomplishes and 
the Holy Spirit applies'.
If you want to know why the Catechism 
was written listen to Terry Johnson: 'We 
can see that the intention of the writers 
of the Shorter Catechism, revealed 
by their design, was to promote the 
conversion of covenant children'.
Terry Johnson identifies three sections 
in the structure of the Catechism: (1) A 
Gospel-Driven Faith (1 - 38), (2) A Law-
Abiding Faith (39 - 84), (3) A Dependent 
Faith (85 - 107). Significant points he 
expounds under (2) are the three uses 
of the Law and Legalism. Under legalism 
he pinpoints three things which are 
used by the unconverted as substitutes 

for salvation by faith. What he does not 
mention is that legalism is a constant 
temptation to believers also, causing 
them to drift from a 'resting on Him 
alone for salvation'. 
The author is an enthusiastic promoter 
of catechizing, beginning with godly 
composers of catechisms and then 
presenting the strengths of the S C 
as 'evangelically designed, pedagogically 
sound, logical, concise, biblical, historic'.
He ends with a very practical scheme 
for its use in congregations based on his 
own experience. He believes in yearly 
alternating catechetical instruction with 
Bible study for children from ages 6 to 
18. One wonders if it were not better 
to teach Bible and Catechism alongside 
each other as our Sabbath School 
Syllabus requires. Nevertheless, the 
thorough and determined programme 
he has put in place is a challenge to us 
to instil the theology of the Catechism 
into our youth. There is no better 
defence against deviant doctrines than 
a memory stored with these brilliant 
definitions of the truth. 
There is another use of the Westminster 
Catechisms common in Scotland in the 
past but which has lapsed and needs to 
be revived. Of old, appointed catechists 
gathered neighbours together and 
quizzed them on the S C making this 
questioning the basis for enlightening 
discussion of vital truths. This has been 
applied recently in parts of the Southern 
Presbytery and has proved a popular 
means of attracting interested persons 
from outside the church into an informal 
but earnest seeking of the truth. I would 
highly recommend this method for the 
heightened awareness of good theology 
among our membership as well as for 
seekers from outwith the congregation. 
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Though not a manual for teaching the Shorter Catechism, 
this short book is a vigorous advocate of the thorough 
implementation of catechetical instruction. I recommend 
it as a valuable contribution to the discussion. Let the 
debate continue! 

Rev D S Fraser

Douglas Higgins 
Autobiography of a Yorkshire Christians
Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 87pp, £5.50

It's not often that the Banner prints autobiographies of 
living saints, but that's what we have here. Mind you, 

the book was completed when the author was in his 
hundredth year. Most biographies and autobiographies 
are of ministers, so its interesting to have one of an 
'ordinary' Christian.  We read of his conversion and, 
shortly after, of the conversion of his wife which took 
place partly through a talk which he gave to the Bible 
class at the church he then attended. During the war 
years he was with the airforce in Malta and Sardinia. 
He had an artistic gift which was used when he was in 
the forces and later when he became an art teacher. 
For over twenty years he worked with Sheffield Youth 
Squash, which was a ministry to young people and was 
blessed to many. He was an active and influential elder 
in Wycliff Chapel. After the death of his wife, he resigned 
as elder, but found a new ministry to Chinese people, 
several of whom came to live in his home. He loves the 
Lord and God has used him in His kingdom. This is a 
heart-warming little volume.

Rev William Macleod

For Christ's Crown and Covenant
John Brentnall

pbk, 98 pages, £6.00, available from the author at 5 
Rosier Crescent, Swanwick, Alfreton DE55 1RS

This is an account of the Scottish Covenanters and 
their contendings for Christ's Crown and Covenant 

in the 17th century. The author begins with a statement 
of their distinctive principles which are embodied in 
the National Covenant (1638) and the Solemn League 
and Covenant (1643). He then describes the kind of 
opposition to these principles, tracing it to Satan as the 
source. After describing the fruit of these principles he 
concludes with the application to us today. We have been 
given a priceless heritage but we have squandered it and 
therefore there is a crying need for a new Reformation.
The second half of the book is taken up with choice 
extracts from the writings of the divines of the 
Reformation and Puritan era. The author's admiration 
and passion for his subject is evident throughout. The 
volume could have been enhanced by a more attractive 
format and presentation, with not even the author's 
name appearing anywhere!

Rev John J Murray

What is a Christian? 
Ryan McGraw

What does it mean to love God? 
Maurice Roberts

How Should Teens Read the Bible? 
Joel Beeke

How do I Kill Remaining Sin? 
Geoffrey Thomas 

All Reformation Heritage Booklets, 
Grand Rapids, $3.00 each

These booklets, ranging from 20 to 30 pages, are part 
of a projected series entitled ‘Cultivating Biblical 

Godliness', edited by Joel Beeke and Ryan McGraw. 
They deal with matters central to Christian experience. 
The aim is to ‘inform the mind, warm the affections, and 
transform the whole person by the Spirit’s grace’. Such 
booklets will contribute to such a grand aim. They are 
well written and focus on fundamentals of experiential 
Christianity, so rare in these hard times. The perspective, 
as one may well appreciate, is thoroughly Reformed. 
The question, though, does arise: for whom is this 
series intended? In an age in which even church people 
often read very little, such booklets may be assumed to 
be suited to such people to stimulate theological and 
experiential thinking and reading. The booklets are also 
relevant for the young in the churches. They are clearly 
intended for selective distribution. In that connection 
they are a useful addition to materials available. The 
content of the booklets is uniformly excellent. One 
observation relates to the booklet on indwelling sin: 
the material is excellent and practical, though the 
illustrations or ‘cases’ tend to focus on men and male 
issues and some more particular applications to women 
require to be considered – a small point. Reformation 
Heritage Books is to be commended for producing such 
good material.

Rev John W Keddie
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Dear Ian,

Happy 12th birthday! It is exciting to be growing 
up, and as a friend of your father, I pray that God 
would greatly bless you.

Twelve is a great age. In fact, in all the years between 
Christ’s infancy and the beginning of His ministry at age 
thirty, the only time the Bible gives us a picture of Christ 
is when He was twelve. No doubt you know the story 
from Luke 2:41–52, how Jesus went with His parents to 
Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. Let me give you 
some friendly counsel based upon that Scripture.

1. Thank God for parents that bring you to church. 
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to Jerusalem every year 
for the Passover (v41). So He grew up hearing about 
how great God is and how He saved His people by 
works of power and by the blood of the Lamb. So many 
children grow up never hearing about the Lord or not 
experiencing Biblical worship. Thank God for a father 
and mother who bring you to worship every Lord’s Day!

2. Trust in Christ as a sympathetic Saviour. Jesus was 
twelve too (v42). One reason Christ was born a baby 
and grew up, instead of appearing on earth as a grown 
man, is so that He could experience life as a child. He 
understands you. He knows what it is like to be twelve. 
He has experienced the temptations and trials of a 
child’s life. This makes Christ such a merciful and wise 
Priest (Heb.2:18). He died for sinners just like you and 
me. He knows exactly what you need to be saved from 
sin, and can give it to you. Trust Him!

3. Love God’s presence. Christ was not eager to get 
away as soon as worship was over, but ‘tarried behind’ or 
stayed in the temple (v43). He really loved to be close to 
God. Like David, the one thing He desired was to dwell 
in God’s house and gaze on His beauty (Ps.27:4). Do 
you love to worship God? Do you drink in His presence 
like a thirsty man drinks water? If God has given you 
a heart to love His presence, thank Him and come 
eagerly to worship. If not, cry out to Him to change your 

heart, so that you may be born 
again, and exercise faith and 
repentance every day by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit.

4. Don’t resent your parent’ 
concern for you. When Mary 
and Joseph did not find Jesus 
with their relatives, they 
searched for Him (vv44–45). 
They did so because they loved 
Him. When your parents show 
concern for your physical 
or spiritual safety, don’t get 
irritated. Be glad they care 
enough to ask you questions 

and give you advice. They really do want things to go 
well for you.

5. Learn as much as you can about the Bible and its 
teachings. They found Jesus with the teachers in the 
temple, listening and asking questions of surprising depth 
and maturity (vv46–47). We should not think that Jesus 
was born quoting the Bible. As a real human boy, he had 
to listen, study, memorise and think just like you do. He 
had to depend on the Holy Spirit to give Him insight. 
Just like Jesus did, work hard at getting wisdom from 
God. Study. Listen. Ask questions. Read good books. 
Meditate. My mother died this past year, Ian, at the age 
of 92. The last year or two of her life, she could not even 
remember my father, to whom she was married for 52 
years. How sad that was! But you know what? She could 
sing Psalms with us, sometimes the entire Psalter, that 
she had memorised when she was your age. If you fill 
your mind with worldly things now and in your coming 
teenage years, worldly things will press in on your mind 
all your life. If you fill your mind with good things, you 
will remember them all your life. These years are the 
most important of your life. Don’t waste them; but like 
Jesus (and Caleb, see Numbers 14:24), follow God fully. 
You will never be sorry.

6. Don’t be surprised if your parents don’t always 
understand. Mary and Joseph were rather upset with 
Jesus when they found Him and gave Him a mild rebuke 
(v48). They loved Him, but they did not understand why 
He had stayed behind. As you grow up, you will realise 
that your parents are not perfect. They do not always 
understand you and sometimes they may rebuke you 
when you did not sin. But don’t have a critical attitude 
towards them. Continue to honour them. We all make 
mistakes in various ways.

7. Know God as your Father in Christ. Jesus answered 
His parents, ‘Wist ye not [don’t you know] that I must 
be about my Father’s business?’ (v49). The word ‘must’ 
tells us that even at twelve years of age, Christ felt an 

Letter to a Boy 
on his 

Twelfth Birthday
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inward compulsion to seek His Father and to do His 
will. If you trust in Christ alone for salvation, God is 
your Father. Make it your ambition to always please your 
Father, even when no-one else is around to see what you 
are doing. Remember, His eye is always upon you—even 
when no-one else’s is. Live in such a way that this fact is 
not your terror, but, in the mercies of Jesus Christ, your 
comfort.

8. If you don’t understand something about God, keep 
meditating on His Word. Mary and Joseph did not 
understand what Jesus was talking about, but Mary kept 
thinking about what He said until the Spirit helped her 
to understand (vv50–51). Sometimes you too will find 
the Bible hard to understand. Things will happen in your 
life that don’t make sense. The way to respond is to keep 
God’s Word in your heart, constantly meditating on it 
with prayer until God reveals Himself to you more.

9. Submit to your parents’ authority. Jesus was the 
Lord, but He ‘was subject’ or submissive to His earthly 
parents’ authority (v51). How much more should you 
honour and obey your father and your mother. As you 
grow older, you will, by God’s grace, grow smarter, 
stronger, and more independent. That’s good. But never 
let that cause you to show less respect for your parents. 
You are still under their authority and in their house.

10. Grow into maturity in every area of life. Luke 2:52 
says, ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man’. That means He became 
stronger, wiser, and more mature in His mind and 
education, in His physical body, in His worship and 
devotion, and in His social life and friendships. You too 
need to keep growing in every area of life. Don’t be 
satisfied to be growing in one area while remaining weak 
in another area. Try to become a well-rounded young 
man, like Christ was. And like Christ, be a leader rather 
than be one who is led. Resist negative peer pressure 
and promote positive peer pressure. To that end, fear 
God more than man. Make God big and people small in 
your life. Live the childlike fear of God which counts the 
smiles and frowns of God to be of more value than the 
smiles and frowns of people.

With these ten thoughts, Ian, I want to wish you again a 
very happy birthday. May the Lord bless you out of His 
glorious riches with the inward power of the Holy Spirit, 
so that you will be filled with Christ Himself and God 
will be greatly glorified through your life. Pray much to 
hate sin, love Christ, pursue holiness and live for eternity. 
And always remember, if Christ is your life, death will 
be your gain (Phil.1:21), and eternity will be your joy 
(Rev.21).
Sincerely,

Joel Beeke

               
        CENTRAL ORDINARY REMITTANCES
    BUILDING FUND   2015  2014
        YTD 2015  Jan To Jan
     
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen   20  1,300 1,300
Duthil-Dores  814  2,467 1,219
Inverness   0  1,500 2,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0  1,400 1,400
Total Inverness Presbytery 834  6,667 5,919
    
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  105  0 0
Brora   0  0 0
Kiltearn   0  0 0
Tarbat   0  0 2,000
Total Northern Presbytery 105  0 2,000
    
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   80  811 944
Ayr   0  1,000 1,000
Dumfries   0  0 0
Edinburgh   1,700  2,000 1,500
Glasgow - Partick  869  1,300 2,000
Glasgow - Shettleston  0  2,000 2,000
Glasgow - Knightswood 0  1,650 1,750
Rothesay   0  0 0
Total  Southern Presbytery 2,649  8,761 9,194

    
Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   0  1,591 4,861
Harris - Leverburgh  0  1,250 1,175
Harris - Scalpay  0  2,000 0
Knock & Point  0  1,800 1,085
North Uist  420  1,000 600
Stornoway  715  6,303 6,308
Total Hebrides Presbytery 1,135  13,944 14,029
    
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale   0  0 0
Duirinish (Waternish)  0  0 0
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  0  0 0
Lochalsh   0  900 1,150
Poolewe & Aultbea  65  470 900
Ullapool   0  0 0
Portree   0  1,200 1,200
Snizort   0  1,300 1,300
Strath   40  400 275
Total Skye Presbytery 105  4,270 4,825

Smiths Falls    0 0
Total From Congregations  4,826  33,642 35,967
Other Donations   0  1,333 2,718
Legacy     0 0
    
TOTAL   4,826  34,975 38,685
Included in the above:    
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid 0  0 0

Congregational Remittances - January 2015
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Dear friends, 

It has been two years since the College sent out its last 
Column. The Lord has provided for all of the College’s 

ministries over the last two years, showing His tender 
loving care over the whole institution. In this Column 
we will update you on what God has been doing at the 
College over this time. God willing the Column will 
come out more regularly in the future. 

Covenant College 
Our Staff. The past few years have seen stability at the 
College. Pastor Banda has been serving part-time as 
Acting Principal, giving guidance to the local staff and 
helping in many ways. Our Vice-Principal Rev David 
Lachman has been teaching, taking care of the day-to-
day running of the College and doing the administration. 
Rev Charles Zulu has been teaching and overseeing the 
practical evangelism course. We have benefited from the 
addition of Pastor Godfrey Mwale, a former student of 
the College who has studied at Mukhanyo College in 
South Africa and has now returned to the area. He is 
an assistant pastor in a nearby church and is teaching 
part time at the College. The Lord has also provided a 
new Principal for the College. You can read a little about 
Rev George Kalengo below. God willing he will move to 
the College in February. We thank the Lord for His kind 
provision over the last few years, as He has sustained the 
College in this time of transition. 
Our programme. We have made several significant 
improvements to our teaching programme since we 
last wrote. We completed the process of dividing our 
students into two streams. The Certificate programme 
has been reworked and is now a two year course for 
men who did not finish secondary school. The courses 
are taught bilingually at a level appropriate to the 
men’s educational background. The three year Diploma 
programme is now limited to men who have completed 
their schooling (or who excel at the Certificate level) and 
have a good standard of English. We are hoping to add a 
new Foundations programme in 2016. This programme 
will become a requirement for all new students and 
will focus on basic subjects which the students need 
to understand before they can fully benefit from the 
courses we offer. 
Students. We held our most recent graduation at the 
end of 2014. It is encouraging to see significant growth in 
the lives of the men who have completed their training 
at the College. Right now we are preparing to take in a 
new group of students. Please ask the Lord to send us 

men whom He will use to bring great blessing to His 
church. Please pray that He will transform these men in 
the time they are at the College and give them grace and 
boldness to preach the glories of the Gospel throughout 
the land. 

Introduction To The Incoming Principal 
George Kalengo

I am George Hajison Thomson Kalengo. I was born on 
1st November 1963 to Christian parents in Malawi. I 

am married with three teenage children. My wife Bridget 
is a nurse as well as a Social worker by profession. Our 
children are Gladys, Goodhope and Pemphero. After 
finishing high school I went to an Agricultural College 
where I did studies in agriculture and worked for the 
Malawi government for five years. In 1994 I answered 
the Lord’s calling to pursue the ministry. I had been 
feeling this call since my youth. I finished training in 
1998 and was ordained in the same year in one of 
the congregations belonging to the CCAP (Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian). This church has a Reformed 
background, having been started by Scottish and Dutch 
missionaries  in the 19th century. 
In 1999, I did a diploma course from Wellington in 
South Africa on Church Leadership. Later on I did an 
undergraduate degree in Lusaka, Zambia, at Justo Mwale 
Theological Seminary. After serving for some years I was 
able to pursue a Masters Degree in the USA at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary. While in Grand Rapids 
I also enrolled for the Doctor of Ministry programme 
in Pittsburgh at Reformed Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. I am still working through the programme and, 
God willing, hope to finish in 2015. 
Since being ordained, I have served several congregations 
as a resident as well as a caretaker minister. I have 
served in various church committees through the 
years, including one which wrote the devotional book 
for the whole denomination. I served as chairman of 
the Environmental Committee for the Synod trying 
to reforest bare lands. Before coming to the College, 
I was working as the Managing Director of Relief and 
Development department for our Synod. Mostly we do 
charitable work as well as developmental activities in 
rural areas. 
I am looking forward to taking up my position at the 
College and ask that you would pray for myself and my 
family as we start this new task. 

Covenant College Farm Ministry 
Jackson Kasolo 

The Word of God is constant: on the other hand 
life is not constant! But God is always there for us 

protecting, providing and guiding in the different things 
we go through. In the last CC Column we passed on 
the news of brother Bilison Mwanza passing away. 
Brother Jackson and brother Samuel took on increased 
responsibilities after brother Bilison passed away. At the 

Report on Covenant College, 
Zambia

Rev David Lachman
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time brother Phil was the Farm Ministry Leader. Since 
that time brother Jackson took over as Farm Ministry 
Leader and brother Phil became the Farm Ministry 
Consultant. At the end of 2014 Phil settled in Chisamba 
district and is now visiting us every three months, while 
brothers Samuel and Jackson are running the farm. 
Samuel is awaiting official appointment as Farm Manager 
in March 2015. In 2014, the Farm continued to provide 
food for the College students, with whom we are also 
involved in teaching Farming God’s Way (FGW). We 
thank the College for increasing the number of hours 
for FGW teaching, so that the students get better 
training. Currently we are working with some graduates 
to promote FGW. FGW is basically conservation 
farming with a Gospel message. CC Farm has increased 
its promotion of FGW and is currently covering a large 
percentage of the Eastern Province. Farmer Training 
Centres (FTC), Agricultural Colleges and CC are the 
main places used for the practical demonstration of 
FGW across the Eastern Province. 
In 2013 we focused on three areas: the College, Farm 
Training Centres, and churches of graduates from the 
College. The purpose of our training is to help churches 
become financially stable and to give practical FGW 
teaching to church members. We have also continued 
in educating people about integrated farming, where 
animal manure can be used in the fields and gardens, 
and on how to grow beneficial trees such as Moringa, 
Artemisia, and Neem. Currently we are selling Moringa 
and Artemisia powder at the farm, which helps people 
and also shows them the health benefits these plants 
bring. The Farm has continued helping surrounding 
communities with the work for food programme where 
we reserve food, mainly maize from the previous year’s 
harvest, to help people during the time of food shortage 
(especially in the rainy season). Our prayer is that CC 
will continue impacting people with the Gospel and keep 
aiming for growth through Biblical teaching. 

Christian Education Ministry
Marjanne Hendriksen 

Life is full of changes. So is the work of CEM. 
When we look back over the past we realise 

how much has changed. Especially in the last year 
a lot of the primary schools who were involved 
in our programme have received a government-
trained teacher. We can take this as a compliment, 
because it says something about the level at 
which the voluntary community teachers were 
able to teach. When the government is satisfied 
about the standard of the school, they come in 
with one of their teachers. At the same time it 
worries us. Will the teachers continue teaching 
Bible lessons? 
During the past years more and more 

communities have asked for help to start a pre-school 
for their children. We are very happy with that! The 
earlier we can reach out to children to give them Bible-
based education, the better it is! 
At the moment we are working with 28 schools. Every 
teacher who learns to teach a proper programme, 
write a lesson plan and tell a Bible story every day, is 
a blessing! It is a pity that often parents are still not 
convinced about the importance of supporting the 
teachers. As a result we see regularly teachers who give 
up, because they can’t afford to keep going. This can be 
very discouraging for us as CEM-workers also, but by 
grace we don’t give up! 
I am very thankful for Musonda, who has now been 
working as a faithful trainer for three years. He is able 
to guide teachers in a nice way. He has grown as a leader 
at the teachers' conferences. Now for more than a year 
we have a second trainer involved. He is, like Musonda, 
a graduate from CC, a part time pastor and a part time 
worker for CEM. In future we hope to find more men 
who can be trained in training teachers, so that we can 
reach out to more communities in a wider circle around 
the College. 'Let the children come to Me' were Jesus' 
words. How will they come when they don’t hear the 
Gospel? That is why we sow the seeds, trusting that God 
will take care of the growth. Please pray that the Lord 
would raise up faithful teachers, committed parents and 
new trainers for CEM. Please also pray for the coming 
of God’s Kingdom in the lives of many children. As you 
pray, please thank the Lord for all the opportunities he 
has already given CEM to start new schools. 
We thank the Lord for everyone who keeps us in prayer 
and helps the work in so many ways. May the Lord be 
with you all. 
Greetings in Christ our Saviour, 
The whole team
Covenant College Zambia Trust



“Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time? Turn thou us unto 
thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old. But thou hast utterly rejected 

us; thou art very wroth against us.”

Lamentations 5:20-22
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