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Recently, people in the West have been shocked by 
the cruelty of IS, the Islamic State, which carved 
out for itself a large area of Syria and Iraq and 

calls it a caliphate. PrimeMinister David Cameron has 
said that the murder of British hostage David Haines 
was an 'act of pure evil'. A video of the beheading of this 
44-year-old aid worker has been released. To behead an 
aid worker who gave his time and strength to help the 
needy people of the region is grotesque. Then there 
were the  videos of the two American journalists being 
executed in a similarly barbaric way.  Shias have been 
murdered for being Shias and Kurds for being Kurds. 
Minorities such as the Yazidis have been forced to flee 
or be massacred. The Christians in the region have been 
treated worse than any. Hearing about such beheadings, 
torture and massacres in cold blood has had a chilling 
effect on those of us who have lived out our lives in 
relative peace. What hope would there be for us if such 
forces took over the world? And that, of course, is their 
aim.

Horrid Cruelty
Reflecting on the butchery perpetrated by the IS 
militants the words of the latter part of Psalm 74:20 
in the metrical version came with considerable force 
before my  mind:
 'for earth's dark places be 
 full of the habitations 
 of horrid cruelty'. 

The words of the full verse in the prose version are as 
follows: 'Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark 
places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty'. 
We might think that the phenomenon which we are 
witnessing today is something new, a strange barbarity, 
but actually it was known to the Psalmist thousands 
of years ago. The ancient world was destroyed by a 
flood, Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and Canaan by 
the Israelites because of gross immorality and extreme 
violence. The actions of the 'civilised' Germans, Croatians 
and Japanese in the second world war are scarcely 
less brutal. The religious fervour of the perpetrators, 
particularly, greatly shocks the politically correct and the 
ecumenically minded.
Now it is true that many Muslims are also troubled 
by the fanatics and would wish to distance themselves 
from their actions. Most of the Muslims we meet are 
embarrassed and ashamed by what is taking place. Yet it 
appears that the truest and most historical form of Islam 
is intolerant and barbaric. Mohammed and his armies 
used the sword to kill 'infidels' who would not convert 
and forced Christians into a kind of slavery. Beheading 
unbelievers is commanded in the Koran. There are over 
two million Muslims in Britain. Most are peace-loving 
and hardworking, passionate about making money and 
getting on well in business.
The militants however have succeeded in radicalising 
numbers of British Muslims. We even heard of a girl 
from a wealthy background in Glasgow dropping out of 
university to become a Jihadi bride and heading off for 
Syria. If there is a war between the West and an Islamic 
state, Muslims will usually tend to side with fellow 
Muslims. They are first Muslims and then British citizens. 
Islam is a political ideology as well as a religion. 
Muslims are to be found all around us. They tend to have 
bigger families and keep on coming in large numbers 
to our shores, so gradually, it is conceivable that they 
could become the majority. What would happen if they 
became radicalised? Could we see suicide bombers, car 
bombs and beheadings on our streets? Those who lie 
and murder are promised a paradise which appeals to 
sensual man. The prospect is threatening in the extreme.

What Hope?
What hope can we have? Our hope must be in God. 
Our peace comes from looking up to the throne that 
rules the world. 'The king's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever 
he will' (Prov.21:1). The terrorist cannot move one 
muscle without God allowing it. He cannot think one 
thought but God is aware of it.
As I thought over these things after going to bed one 
night my mind was drawn to the first part of Psalm 
74:20. It's quite surprising really. The Psalmist is praying. 
In the face of the 'habitations of cruelty' he asks God, 

Horrid Cruelty

Above: Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, Caliph of the 'Islamic State'
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'Remember the covenant'. What does he mean? What 
comfort can we gain from the covenant? What covenant 
is referred to? 
The covenant of works provides no comfort. It states, 
'The soul that sinneth, it shall die' (Ezek.18:20), and,  
'Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them' 
(Gal.3:10). The covenant referred to must therefore be 
the covenant of grace. But what has this covenant got 
to say regarding the morally and spiritually dark parts of 
the world?
God in his covenant said to Abraham: 'I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed' (Gen.12:2-
3). Abraham was going to be a blessing to all. Indeed all 
the families of the earth would be blessed through his 
seed. This refers to the families of Syria and Iraq, the 
families of Sudan and Somalia, the families of Nigeria and 
the Central African Republic. 
The same promise is given later: 'By myself have I sworn, 
saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing 
I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed 
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon 
the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed' (Gen.22:16-18). 
This promise was also made to Isaac: 'And I will make 
thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give 
unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed' (Gen.26:4). It was 
also given to Jacob: 'And thy seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in 

thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed' (Gen.28:14).
The Psalmist calls on God to remember His covenant. 
God remembering His covenant means that the 
habitations of cruelty will be transformed into places 
of peace and joy and tranquility through the light of the 
gospel. The promise made to Abraham is not just for 
Israel but for all nations through the seed of Abraham, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Turn back to the Psalms again. David writes, 'All nations 
whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 
thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name' (Ps.86:9). We 
must claim this blessing for the children of Ishmael, the 
Arab people. Further it is not just for them but for all 
nations although today they may be particularly under 
the dominion of Satan. 
David states in Psalm 72: 'He shall have dominion also 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings 
of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings 
of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall 
down before him: all nations shall serve him' (Ps.72:8-
11). 
When we hear of terrible barbarity, butchery and horrid 
cruelty we remember God's covenant and we in prayer 
remind God of His promises in His covenant of grace. 
All nations will be brought under the rule of the Prince 
of Peace. We claim this promise as we plead with God 
for the overthrow of every antichrist. 
There is hope for a violent world but it is not in 
multiculturalism nor in political correctness which 
terrorists will manipulate to their own advantage but 
rather in the covenant of the Lord and the Lord of the 
covenant.

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing 
on 22nd April of Mr Ian Fraser, a former elder in the 
North Uist & Grimsay congregation.

Ian was born in Shifnal, a market town in Shropshire, 
on 15th October 1939, being the eldest of three sons. 
The Second World War had begun the previous month 

and the demands of the situation meant that Ian’s father 
John who was from the village of Embo near Dornoch, 
and mother Katie Mary who hailed from Galson in 
Lewis, were stationed in England for the duration 
of the conflict. After the war the family returned to 
Scotland, making their home in the Plasterfield district 
of Stornoway and attending services in the Free Church 
on Kenneth Street.
After schooling at the Nicolson Institute, Ian studied 
at the Lews Castle College and took up a career as a 
builder and joiner. He moved to North Uist in the early 
1960s, living in Lochmaddy. After working for several 
companies he became self-employed and this meant 
that he was able to pursue another line of work which 
he much enjoyed, namely fishing. Despite his Christian 

Obituary
Ian Fraser (North Uist & Grimsay)
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When people criticise the Bible, they often 
point to ‘contradictions’. ‘The Bible says this 
here, but says the opposite over here!’ This 

proves, they say, that this cannot be God’s book; it’s no 
different from any other human book with the usual 
errors and mistakes.
Usually it’s quite easy to show that these are only 
‘seeming’ contradictions. If we interpret God’s Word 
correctly, we will usually be able to show how both 
verses or passages are true.
However, sometimes it’s not so easy. Sometimes it’s very 
hard. Sometimes it looks almost impossible. One of these 
‘impossible’ passages is James 2:24, probably the biggest 
‘contradiction’ in the Bible.  Let me state this problem as 

clearly as I can. In at least three places in Romans alone 
the Apostle Paul says that we are saved by faith alone 
without works (Rom.3:20, 28; 5:1).
But when we turn to James  we read: By works a man is 
justified , and not by faith only (Jas.2:24).
The problem is obvious, isn’t it? Many verses in the Bible 
teach that we are justified by faith alone in Christ alone. 
But James says that faith alone without works is not 
enough.

High Stakes
The stakes are very high here, because it’s not just a 
minor matter about the numbers of soldiers in Israel’s 
army; it’s about the most important matter of all – how 
sinners are saved.
Can these opposing statements be reconciled? I believe 
they can, and the key is to understand that although Paul 
and James both speak of justification, they are speaking 
about two different kinds of justification.
This isn’t some kind of verbal trickery, making words 
mean just what we want them to mean depending on 
what we want to believe. No, words only have meaning 
in relation to other words. We need to look at the 
surrounding words to figure out what each word means. 

The Biggest ‘Contradiction’ 
in the Bible

Rev David Murray

background it would be true to say that spiritual 
concern did not feature largely in Ian’s life at this time.
It was in North Uist that Ian met Maggie Flora from 
Grimsay, who was to be his supportive and loving 
helpmeet for over forty years. They were married in 
1973 and blessed with one daughter. As a couple they 
began attending the Church of Scotland in Lochmaddy 
and after some years both professed faith in Jesus Christ. 
However an increasing dissatisfaction with the state of 
things in the Kirk led them to begin worshipping in the 
Free Church at Bayhead, where Rev James Morrison was 
the long-standing minister.
At this period Ian learned Gaelic sufficiently well to 
be able to take the prayer meeting on occasion. After 
Mr Morrison’s death he would sometimes conduct 
Sabbath services in English in the Sollas section of 
the congregation. He was elected and ordained as an 
elder in 1982 and held the office until he demitted it 
at his own request in 2010; he served as Clerk to the 
Deacons’ Court for four years until 1986.
Ian had definite opinions of what was right and wrong 
– and was not afraid to voice them and hold by them. 
When the Free Church divided in 2000 his own mind 
was very clear as to the issues involved and the path of 
duty that had to be followed and with the other office-
bearers in the congregation he adhered to the Free 
Church (Continuing). Ian would often have something 

to say to the preacher after a service, in a way which 
revealed him to be a keen student of Scripture and 
possessed of a deal of spiritual insight. While we did not 
always share Ian’s viewpoints we admired him for having 
them in a day when so many seem to be indifferent 
to the claims of the Truth. His public prayers, which 
were often very personal and heartfelt, we found to be 
spiritually refreshing.
In his latter years Ian suffered increasingly from a lung 
problem which eventually required surgery, leaving him 
with a permanent physical weakness. In January of this 
year his condition worsened and a few weeks before 
his death he was admitted to hospital where he was 
faithfully tended to by his wife. It was notable when 
visiting that Ian, who on occasion had acknowledged 
doubts about his spiritual state, was able to testify with 
thankfulness to his awareness of the Lord’s presence as 
he neared what would be his end in this world.
We offer our sincere condolences to Ian’s wife Maggie 
Flora, to their daughter Joan and also to Ian’s brothers 
Norman and David and their respective families. In their 
sad loss may they know that the God who is sovereign 
over all the circumstances of our lives is also the refuge 
and strength of His people, and may they enjoy the 
fulfilment of that precious promise, 'underneath are the 
everlasting arms' (Deut.33:27).

Rev. David M. Blunt
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China is one of the up-and-coming nations of the 
world today. Its population is said to be about 1.3 
billion. Though the gospel came late to China it is 

thought there could be as many as one hundred million 
Christians there today, mostly in ‘house churches’. One 
of the earliest pioneer missionaries to take the gospel of 
Christ to China was William Chalmers Burns.
W C Burns was born in 1815 and was blessed to be the 
son of very godly parents. His father, W H Burns, was 
a model pastor; his mother was said to be an ‘angel of 
sunshine’. He went to school in Aberdeen and entered 
Aberdeen University in 1829. He left two years later 
with thoughts of becoming a lawyer.
However he was converted to Christ in 1832 and had 
a wonderful change of heart. He re-entered Aberdeen 
University the same year and took his MA degree in 
1834. He was awarded a scholarship with distinction 
and showed himself to have gained a high level of 
competence in Hebrew and Greek, the biblical languages. 
He proceeded to Glasgow in order to study Theology. 
He was licensed by the Glasgow Presbytery of the 
Church of Scotland in March 1839.

1  Used in Revivals
For a time he had thoughts of going to India as a 
missionary but the door of opportunity did not open. 
He was invited to supply the pulpit of Robert Murray 
McCheyne in St Peter’s, Dundee while McCheyne and 
three other Scots ministers were away in the Holy Land.
Here in Dundee and later in his father’s parish of Kilsyth 
W C Burns was instrumental in a wonderful spiritual 
awakening, which changed the lives of some hundreds of 
people. Burns was at this date only twenty-four years old. 
It is estimated that at Kilsyth at the end of September 
1839 he preached to a crowd of about ten thousand 
people, many of whom were profoundly moved by the 
gospel which was so powerfully preached by Burns.
In the next few years, prior to his departure for China 
in 1847, Burns preached in a number of cities: Perth, 
Aberdeen, Newcastle, Sunderland, Edinburgh. In 1843 he 
witnessed the famous Disruption when, out of a total 
of 1203 Church of Scotland ministers, no fewer than 
474 ministers left to form the Free Church of Scotland. 
Burns joined this newly-formed denomination.
Shortly after he went to Ireland and preached in the 
open-air in Dublin. Invited to Canada, he left Scotland 
in 1844 and was able to preach in French while in 
Montreal. He also made use of the Gaelic language to 
preach to Highland settlers over there.

2  Appointed a Missionary
However, Burns was at heart a pioneer missionary and 
his eye was on the far horizon. Consequently, in 1847 

The surroundings make all the difference.
For example, if you’re fishing in a boat and someone says, 
‘Will you get off the net?’ you look around your feet to 
see if you are standing on the landing net. But if you’re 
sitting at a computer and Dad says to you, ‘Will you get off 
the net?’ you’re looking for the ‘Close Browser’ button. 
It is the same word, but the different surroundings make 
the word mean something completely different.

Surroundings
So what are the surroundings of ‘justification’ in Romans 
and James?
In Romans the context is our standing before God, God’s 
view and verdict upon us.  In that sense, God justifies us 
by our faith; He counts us as righteous because of the 
faith that He alone can see.
In James the context is our standing before people, their 
view and verdict upon us. In that sense, people justify us 
by our works; they conclude we are righteous because 
of the good works they see in our lives (they are unable 
to see if faith is just in our hearts).
The whole letter of James is about practical Christianity 

– how we are to live out our faith. Chapter 1 covers 
doing, not just hearing the word (v22), care for orphans 
and widows  and keeping ourselves unspotted from the 
world (v27). Chapter 2 says ‘Stop being snobs and start 
treating rich and poor alike’ (vv. 1-13). Chapter 3 is 
about the way we use our tongues, chapter 4 addresses 
relational conflict, and chapter 5 calls us to deal fairly 
with our employees and pay our bills on time. It’s all 
about the visible practice of Christianity.

No Surprise
No surprise then that when we come to the latter part 
of chapter 2, James is utterly focused on the need for 
faith to produce works, fruit, public profit, evidence of 
spiritual life, etc. It’s not about our relationship to God 
but our relationship to other people. It’s not about how 
God sees us but how people see us. It’s not about how 
we get spiritual life, but how we demonstrate that we 
have it.
The biggest contradiction is not Romans v James. The 
biggest contradiction, says James, is a Christian without 
good works.

William Chalmers Burns: 
Pioneer Missionary to China

Rev Maurice Roberts



NOVEMBER 2014 ISSUE 7

he was appointed to be their first missionary to China 
by the Newcastle Presbytery of the English Presbyterian 
Church. It is of interest to note that this was the same 
Presbytery which had sent out Robert Morrison to 
China in 1807. Morrison (1782-1834), assisted by William 
Milne (1785-1822) was the first to translate the Bible 
into Mandarin.
W C Burns sailed out from this country in 1849 to 
engage in missionary work in China. He diligently applied 
himself during the long sea-journey to the task of learning 
Chinese. He was able to speak in that difficult language 
within two months of arriving in the country.
It should be noted that by the Treaty of Nanking (1842) 
Chinese ports were opened to foreign residents for 
the purpose of trading. It is reckoned that there were 
some fifty missionaries at work in China when W C 
Burns arrived. The general impression of the Chinese 
at this date was that they were ‘a proud and suspicious 
people’. Burns learned to live and dress as a Chinaman. 
His supreme desire was to advance and promote the 
gospel to the Chinese as much as possible. In the years 
of his missionary service (1849-68) he adopted the 
policy of staying in any place long enough to gather a 
congregation. When a group was gathered he left their 
spiritual nurture to others, while he moved on to take 
the gospel to unreached areas.
The places where he lived and laboured included Hong 
Kong, Canton, Amoy, Shanghai, Peking (now called Beijing) 
and Nieu-chwang. A glance at the map shows that his 
general direction of missionary advance was to go 
progressively northwards.
In addition to other missionary labours he printed 
important and valuable items of literature. He printed 
Part One of Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ in 1853. He later 
printed Part Two with illustrations, which consisted of 
pictures of Chinese people on their way to the Celestial 
City. He also produced a translation into Mandarin of 
the Psalms.

3  Dedication and Faithfulness
Burns was never married and he had only one furlough. 
He returned to Scotland in 1854 with a sick friend, who 
died shortly after reaching this country. Burns returned 
to China without delay.
It is true to say that in Scotland W C Burns reaped where 
others had sown, but that in China he was to sow where 
others would one day reap. Among the many whom he 
influenced was the eminent James Hudson Taylor (1832-
1905), founder of the China Inland Mission. By the time 
of Hudson Taylor’s death there were eight hundred and 
twenty five missionaries at work for Christ in all the 
eighteen provinces of China. At that date too there were 
more than 300 mission stations with more than 500 local 
church helpers and about 25,000 converts to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
Burns pressed on northwards reaching Tientsin in the 

autumn of 1867. In the coming days he moved to Nieu-
Chwang. His zeal reflected his view that, ‘They that go to 
the front get the blessing’.
In 1868 Burns was suffering from a chill which he had 
caught and which resulted in loss of strength. In a letter 
to his mother he wrote: ‘I am happy… May we meet 
with joy before the throne above’. The letter was dated  
January15th, 1868. His breathing became difficult. His last 
utterance was from the Lord’s Prayer: ‘For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory’.
On April 4th 1868 at Nieu-Chwang he passed to his 
eternal rest. So died this godly and faithful servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was a pioneer in the noble task of 
bringing the gospel to the beloved people of China.
One of the happy effects of his work was that the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland began its mission in 
Manchuria in response to Burns’ appeal for others to 
continue his work. He was known as ‘The man of the 
Book’. His spiritual gifts and dedication were recognised 
throughout the missionary community in China. To his 
gifts Hudson Taylor bore testimony.
Not all of us can go to China to preach. But we who 
value the souls of the Chinese people should make it our 
practice to pray often for the progress of Christ’s gospel 
in their historic nation.

For further reading: Memoir of the Rev Wm C Burns  
by Islay Burns (1869 - revised 1885).

W C Burns, as 
a missionary,  
wearing traditional 
Chinese dress.
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The Finance Committee have now completed the 
fourth property acquisition through the auspices 
of Stewardship utilising the Central Building Fund. 

These new manse properties are in Edinburgh, Partick, 
North Uist and Duthil-Dores. We have much reason for 
thankfulness to God for what has been achieved over 
a relatively short space of time by the generosity of 
his people. It is, however, imperative that contributions 
to the Central Building Fund be sustained, and indeed 
increased, in coming days both to meet our ongoing 
repayment commitments to Stewardship as well as 
'prove' our financial worthiness should further loans be 
sought in the future. Congregational donations should 
be made through Central Building Fund collections and 
any private donations should be sent to Muriel Smith, 
the Financial Administrator, or to the General Treasurer.

  A New Manse for Partick
Mr John Gillies
At the division in 2000 the majority of the members 
and adherents of the Partick congregation aligned 
themselves with the FCC. This move was in light of 
the gradual departure from the 'old paths' once dearly 
cherished by the historic Free Church, which was sadly 
now taking place and becoming clearly evident to us all.

At the end of 2012 the Partick congregation faced 
the situation of being without both manse and church 
buildings as well as frozen funds. This was an uphill 
challenge that had to be faced by us seeking God's 
grace and favour to fulfil the requirements of the Great 
Commission (Matt 28:18 -20).
In comparison with fellow Christian believers who are 
suffering severe persecution in other parts of the world 
'our light affliction, which is but for a moment' clearly 
pales into relative insignificance.
After almost a four-year congregational vacancy we 
were delighted in May 2014 in having Rev Andrew R 
Allan inducted as our minister. This could not have 
happened without the help afforded to us in acquiring 
a congregational manse utilising the dual facility of the 
denominational Central Building Fund (CBF) working 
in partnership with Stewardship. Both the CBF which 
is modelled to operate under biblical Presbyterian 
principles and Stewardship, a Christian organisation, 
whose core value is to 'seek to serve the cause of Christ 
and His Kingdom in every dimension of our work' gives 
us all much to rejoice about. 
As a congregation we are most thankful for the help 
afforded to us by contributions made to the CBF and 
pray that in due time we ourselves will become a net 
contributor for the benefit of other congregations (Luke 
6:38).

A New Manse for North Uist & 
Grimsay
Rev David Blunt
In March 2013 we vacated the manse at Knockintorran, 
a large, three-storey building which dates back over 150 

years and which will be known to those 
who have assisted at our Communions 
or supplied the congregation. It was 
not our choice to leave the building 
but we were required to do so by 
our counterparts in the residual Free 
Church.
In the kind providence of God the 
congregation was able to rent a 
three-bedroom detached house at 
17 Knockline, which is in the same 
locality. The property concerned was 
up for sale and the Deacons’ Court 
agreed that with the support of the 
congregation and as the Lord might be 
pleased to help us, moves should be 
made to enable us to put in an offer 
of £110,000. In the end this was made 
possible through the Church’s Finance & 
Sustentation Committee which, having 
approved an application for assistance 

Finance Committee Statement 

Central Building Fund

New Partick Manse, Kingfisher Drive, Glasgow
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then secured the necessary loan from the Christian 
lending organisation Stewardship.
The offer was accepted and the result is that on 30 
May of this year the property became the new manse 
for the North Uist & Grimsay congregation. For this 
we are very thankful to our bountiful God and to the 
Committee for the considerable effort which they have 
put in to accomplish this. The total cost of the property,  
consisting  of  the Purchase Deposit and Mortgage Loan, 
is £125,521 at present interest rates.
A Loan Repayment Account has now been set up for 
the congregation and the income from our monthly 
Fabric Fund collections and our Central Building Fund 
collections (which have been held bimonthly since the 
beginning of 2012) is being remitted to this Account. We 
are pleased to see that the aim of the Central Building 
Fund is now being realised and trust that with further 
support it will be able to help more congregations as 
needs may arise.
More information about the property and the loan 
repayments will be found on our website at:  www.
northuistandgrimsayfcc.org.uk

A New Manse for Duthil-Dores
Rev Davide Ratti
The Manse in Duke's View is located in a nice residential 
area of Inverness called Slackbuie.
It lies approximately two miles from the City centre 
and eight miles from Dores Church. There is a fairly 

convenient bus service to various parts of the city and 
the new Asda store can be reached in less than 10 
minutes walk.
The house was built in 2007and is a detached two storey 
building with single integral garage and  driveway parking 
for a couple of cars. The accommodation on the ground 
floor consists of  a nice hallway with glass panels facing 
the living/dining room and a small but modern fitted 
kitchen. A cloakroom with wash hand basin and wc are 
found near the main entrance.
On the first floor there are four bedrooms, two singles 
and two doubles (one en-suite) with a separate family 
bathroom.
We are amazed at God's goodness for granting the 
congregation such an excellent property. This could not 
have been possible without the Central Building Fund, 
the finance support of Stewardship and the patient work 
of every member of our Finance Committee.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Lord's people 
who have been faithfully and quietly contributing in the 
past years.

Right:
New Duthil-
Dores Manse, 
Duke's View,
Inverness

New North Uist Manse, Knockline
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News

Rev Ian Paisley 
(1926 – 2014)

Rev Ian Paisley who passed away 
on 12 September aged 88 was a 

colossal figure in Northern Ireland 
and beyond. He first preached at 
the age of 16 and was ordained 
when he was 20. He founded the 
Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster 
which has seen great growth with 
many churches in Ireland, the UK 
mainland, North America and other 
places.  He was a gospel minister for 

over sixty years and for most of that 
time moderator of his denomination.
As a politician he founded the 
Democratic Unionist Party. He 
was a Member of Parliament at 
Westminster, a member in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly and a 
member of the European Parliament. 
Eventually in May 2007 he became 
first minister of Northern Ireland. 
He was a controversial figure but 
often stood for what was right 
though his compromise with Sinn 

Fein left many feeling betrayed.
His wife said that the family were 
'heartbroken', but have 'the grand 
hope of reunion'. Speaking about his 
Christian faith in 2008 he said: 'I am 
a sinner, saved by the grace of God. 
I have my faults, which are many, 
which I lament. I want to do the best 
for my country'.
The current First Minister of 
Northern Ireland Peter Robinson 
said: 'Ian’s faith shaped his entire life', 
and political opponents spoke of his 
personal warmth.

Iran's Growing Church 
Christian Institute

Thousands of copies of the Bible 
are to be taken into the Islamic 

Republic of Iran over the next 
three years. The move follows a 
new translation of the Bible into 
Farsi, a process which has taken two 
decades. Despite facing persecution, 
the Christian community in Iran is 
thought to be the fastest-growing 
in the world. The new translation 
was launched at an event in London 
which involved Christians from forty 
countries around the world. During 
the gathering, Christians from Iran 
shared stories of encouragement 
about the growth of Christianity in 
the country.
One of the speakers was a lady called 
Rashin Soodmand whose father was 
executed for his Christian faith when 
she was just 13. After his death she 
put her faith in Jesus as her father 
had done and decided to share 
God’s word with others. She said: 
'I wanted to evangelise in my city 

Rev Ian Paisley, Lord Bannside of North Antrim
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but the problem was that we didn’t 
have Bibles or New Testaments. So I 
would write Scripture verses out by 
hand. I wrote verses like John 3:16 
and left them in taxis, restaurants, 
doctors’ waiting rooms, or wherever. 
Soodmand continued: 'One time the 
Lord led me to write out the whole 
gospel of John by hand. I prayed for 
Bibles for my city and my country. 
God answered my prayer'.
More than sixty Christians are being 
held in jails in Iran and police continue 
to target small groups who gather for 
Bible study and prayer. Although it is 
forced underground the Christian 
community is estimated to be about 
400,000 people and rising by 20 per 
cent every year.

Three Parent Babies 
Christian Institute

The New Scientist magazine is 
warning that the UK needs to 

have a 'serious debate' about the 
ethics of a controversial three-
parent baby technique. An editorial 
in the publication pointed to recent 
research raising the 'ethically 
troubling prospect' that children 
conceived through the procedure, 
called Maternal Spindle Transfer 
(MST), could 'inherit vital traits 
from three parents'. The magazine 
had previously dismissed ethical 
concerns, but said now it appears 'we 
may have seriously underestimated 
the influence that mitochondria 
have'.
The editorial warned that 'the 
emerging science and the issues it 
raises have not had a proper airing. 

Up to now, the debate in the UK has 
focused on safety and efficacy. These 
matter, of course. But they must now 
be joined by a serious debate about 
the ethics', the editorial said. 'They 
urgently need to be brought to 
Parliament’s attention, debated and 
settled before a decision is made', 
the editorial concluded.
Earlier this year, the Government 
announced its support for 
techniques to create genetically 
modified children with three or 
four parents. Despite more than 
60% of consultation respondents 
opposing the plans, health minister 
Jane Ellison said regulations making 
the procedures legal would be 
put before Parliament. If the law 
is changed, the UK would become 
the only country in the world to 
allow the techniques, called Maternal 
Spindle Transfer (MST) and Pro-
Nuclear Transfer (PNT).

Gay clergyman in legal 
fight against C of E 

Christian Institute

The first British clergyman to 
enter a gay marriage is taking 

legal action against Church of 
England authorities because he was 
told he could no longer conduct 
services and had a chaplaincy licence 
declined. Canon Jeremy Pemberton 
said he has been 'left with little 
choice' over the matter as he feels 
he was 'punished and discriminated 
against' for exercising his 'right to 
marry'. He had a same-sex wedding 
in April this year, which contradicts 
official Church of England guidance.

The Rt Revd Richard Inwood, acting 
Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham, 
told Canon Pemberton that he could 
no longer officiate at services in his 
diocese. He said it would 'not be 
appropriate conduct for someone in 
holy orders to enter into a same sex 
marriage, given the need for clergy to 
model the Church’s teaching in their 
lives'. Rt Revd Richard Inwood also 
said he could not issue a licence for 
Canon Pemberton to be a hospital 
chaplain in Nottinghamshire. This 
resulted in the withdrawal of his 
offer of a new post with Sherwood 
Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust, although he continues to work 
as a hospital chaplain in Lincolnshire.
Canon Pemberton, a divorced father 
of five, has now filed an Equality Act 
claim in the Employment Tribunal 
against the Archbishop of York and 
Rt Revd Inwood.

Nigeria: Boko Haram 
E Kendal

Boko Haram (BH) appears to be 
following the lead of IS in Syria 

and Iraq. Instead of committing 
acts of spectacular terrorism 
aimed at extracting concessions 
from the Nigerian government, BH 
appears to be focusing on seizing 
territory and has already declared 
a caliphate. Maiduguri (the Borno 
capital) – which already hosts some 
58,000 internally-displaced persons 
(IDPs) – is encircled, leading to 
grave concerns that, with the farming 
cycle disrupted, hunger will set in. 
President of the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, 

Desk
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Rev Samuel Dali, told World Watch Monitor (16 
September) that Christians – many of whom have lost 
everything – are 'on the run'. He wonders how three 
states under emergency law – Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 
– could be so close to being taken over by jihadists. 
Dr Stephen Davis (63), known as a devout Christian 
Australian, has worked as an advisor to the past two 
Nigerian presidents. He has also served as an 'amateur 
peacemaker'. Davis has gathered the names of senior 
Nigerian military and political opposition figures who 
he claims are funding and facilitating the BH insurgency, 
hoping to discredit Prime Minister Goodluck Jonathan 
ahead of the 2015 elections. As Davis notes, their venture 
has spun right out of control. Meanwhile, ethnic Fulani 
Muslims continue to expand their territory through jihad 
against Christian towns and villages. This month three 
villages in Plateau State were attacked by well-armed 
Fulani who killed, looted and burnt to shouts of 'Allahu 
Akbar' (Allah is greater). Pray for Nigeria, especially for 
the imperilled Church in Northern Nigeria.

Openly-gay dean shortlisted for job as 
bishop 

Christian Concern

The openly-gay Dean of St Albans, Jeffrey John, has 
now been shortlisted to become the next Bishop of 

St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. In 2003, Jeffrey John came 
under pressure from the then Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, to withdraw from his bid to become a 
bishop in Reading, amid concerns that his appointment 
would be divisive in an area with a strong conservative 
evangelical presence. 
 In 2004 he was appointed Dean of St Albans and 
two years later he and his partner, Rev Grant Holmes, 
entered into a civil partnership.  Last year he lost the 
vote to become Bishop of Exeter by a narrow margin 
and he withdrew previously from the process to become 
a diocesan bishop in Southwark. 

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali warning
Christian Concern

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali has warned against what he 
believes are the three most significant attacks on 

Christian freedoms in the West – aggressive secularism, 
radical Islamism and multiculturalism.
Speaking on Trans World Radio about  his book Triple 
Jeopardy in the West,  Bishop Nazir-Ali said:  'Writing this 
book really came out of my own personal experience of 
observing what are the three main threats to the Gospel 
here in Britain and in the Western world'. He added: 
'Aggressive secularism seeks to drive the Christian 
worldview from the public space.  It is deeply embedded 
in our society.  For instance in the recent assisted dying 
debate, the point of departure was the kind of radical 
view on human autonomy the secularists promote, which 
is quite contrary to Christian belief about human dignity 
because we’re made in God’s image. Radical Islamism is a 

comprehensive ideology of its own.  This is not about the 
faith of Muslims, but this is about an ideological adversary 
of Christianity'. 
Adding that there are many ways Christians in the 
West should respond to the latest threats posed by the 
IS movement, Bishop Nazir-Ali said: 'Western church 
leaders and other community leaders should call for an 
international force on the ground that guarantees the 
safety of certain communities in Iraq and Syria. They 
should also apply pressure to end the civil war in Syria, 
which has actually brought this monster into being.  
Refuge in other countries also needs to be provided for 
people fleeing these regions. My hope is this won’t result 
in the Christian presence in countries like Iraq and Syria 
being completely eliminated'. Bishop Michael concluded: 
'Multiculturalism was invented by default when the 
Christian faith began to lose its place in public life, which 
has isolated communities.  It’s taken away a common 
story from the people of Britain and other places about 
their national life'.

Free Church School in Theology, 2014 
Rev A Macleod

The annual Free Church School in Theology met in 
Larbert from 15 to 18 September 2014, and included 

a good gathering of brethren from different countries 
and churches. The sessions were marked by a warm and 
prayerful spirit, especially with the solemn prospect of 
the independence referendum falling on the final day of 
the gathering. Many prayers were offered, and, we trust, 
heard, that the Lord would not bring a judgment upon 
the nation at this time.
The school heard a number of fine papers. Retired 
minister and School veteran Rev John J Murray discussed 
the Biblical teaching on heresy in the church, and 
gave some useful counsel on how this threat may be 
countered.  
Rev Trevor Kirkland, now minister of Ballyclare & Doagh 
Free Church (Continuing) in Northern Ireland, gave an 
excellent exegetical discussion of the ‘Baptism of the 
Spirit’, showing how the relevant passages in Acts can be 
misused by interpreters of Charismatic views, who treat 
them as 'prescriptive rather than descriptive'. He brought 
out with helpful clarity the function of the baptism as a 
shared experience of the New Testament people of God, 
as a mark of those regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and 
rejected any notion of salvation apart from the inner 
working of the Spirit.
Rev James MacInnes addressed the theological themes 
of Hebrews, while Rev David Silversides gave a robust 
discussion of ‘The Theology of Worship’, expounding 
the importance of a strict application of the Regulative 
Principle.  
Dr Donald John Maclean of Cambridge Presbyterian 
Church delivered a particularly striking address comparing 
the ministries of Calvin and Knox, and drawing out 
valuable lessons for present-day Christian service. It 
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is remarkable that both these men required external 
compulsion to commit themselves to Christian ministry, 
and that both had to go through severe and very painful 
trials before the Lord granted blessing on their labours.
Free Church Seminary Old Testament lecturer Rev 
Gavin Beers gave another very detailed and thorough 
paper, dealing with the ‘Christophanies in the Old 
Testament’. He demonstrated that the ‘Angel of the 
Lord’ must always be identified with the pre-incarnate 
Christ, and argued that the visible revelation of God 
always comes through the mediation of the Son, and 
brought out the Gospel teaching contained in the 
Christophanic revelations.
The School concluded with a warm yet challenging 

practical address on ‘The Minister as a Man of God’ 
by Rev Richard Brooks, who recently retired from 
his pastorate in the Derbyshire Dales. The talks were 
recorded, and may be obtained from Mr Bill McQueer, 
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness IV2 6XF; Email: 
bill@mcqueer.com.

Live Sermons 
Nathan Roberts

Our Dores congregation has been regularly 
broadcasting all services live to the internet and 

telephone for the last 18 months, and recently our 
Knightswood congregation has also started to broadcast 
all its services.
For internet broadcasts from either congregation visit 
http://live.bible-sermons.com
Free apps are also available for Android devices in the 
Google Play and Amazon Stores. An iPhone/iPad app is 
also under development.
For those without internet access, Dores services can 
also be heard by phoning 01463 896390.
As well as being used on a regular basis by our Rothesay 
Congregation (listening to Knightswood), this facility 
has been much appreciated by those within each 
congregation unable to attend services. Users have 
appreciated being able to join with the congregation 
remotely when they can't join in person. After using the 
telephone system for the first time one user commented: 
'Even for someone who only has a phone, it's so simple 
anyone can listen'.

Above: 2014 School Group Photo
Front (seated): Richard Brooks; Trevor Kirkland; 
John J Murray; David Silversides.

Middle: James MacInnes; David Chen; Maurice Roberts; 
John Keddie; William Macleod; Marco Reale; 
Alisdair Macleod-Mair; Bill McQueer; Alasdair Macleod; 
Donald John Maclean; Gavin Beers.

Back: James Haram; Colin Campbell; Donald Boyd; 
Iain Macmillan; Herman van der Weerd; Stuart Mackay; 
Joel Brooks; Sam Semmens; Scott Melhuish; 
David Campbell; Robert Proudlove; Harry Woods; 
Laurens van der Tang; Davide Ratti; Andrew Allan.
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Books
None but Jesus

John Flavel
Banner of Truth Trust, 

Pocket Puritans, pbk, 158pp, £3.25

This delightful little book is composed 
of quotations from the writings 

of the Puritan John Flavel. Spurgeon 
said of Flavel, 'He scatters pearls and 
diamonds with both hands'. Nathan 
Parker gathered this selection of pearls 
while doing a doctoral thesis on Flavel. 
Two or three of these a day are thought-
provoking and edifying. I will give just 
three from one double page spread:
'The Christian will gain that which he 
cannot lose, by parting with that which 
he cannot keep'.
'Eternity itself hangs upon this little 
moment of time'.
'Your very dust is the Lord's, and the 
grave rots not the bond of the covenant'.

Rev William Macleod

The Christian's Great 
Enemy

A Practical Exposition of 1 Peter 5.8-11
John Brown

Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 100pp, £5.50

The author of this reprint was John 
Brown (1784-1858), minister of 

Broughton Place United Presbyterian 
Church in Edinburgh. He was the 
son of John Brown of Whitburn and 
grandson of John Brown of Haddington. 
In addition to his pastorate he was 
Professor of Exegetical Theology in the 
United Presbyterian College. He drew 
crowds of some 1,600 people to hear 
his expository preaching. His stress 
on the importance of basing preaching 
on careful and accurate exegesis led 
William Cunningham to remark that the 
publication of his Expository Discourses 

on the First Epistle of Peter (first 
published in three volumes, in 1848) 
'formed a marked era in the history of 
Scriptural interpretation in this country'.
This little volume is an extract from 
the above exposition. In a day when 
there is so much scepticism even within 
the church about a personal devil, John 
Brown brings the reader face to face 
with the 'great enemy', who is said to 
be like a 'roaring lion' prowling round 
seeking someone to devour. We are in 
a spiritual warfare and this sure guide 
helps us to get to know our enemy and 
gives us the arguments to resist him and 
encouragements to overcome.

Rev John J Murray

An Able and Faithful 
Ministry

Samuel Miller and the Pastoral Office
James M Garretson

Reformed Heritage Books, 
hbk, 425pp, $35.00

Samuel Miller (1769-1850) played 
a vital role in the formation of 

Princeton Theological Seminary. He was 
a leader involved in the plans to set up 
the Seminary and, a year after Archibald 
Alexander was appointed its first 
professor in 1812, Miller was inaugurated 
as Professor of Ecclesiastical History and 
Church Government. He taught there 
until his death in 1850 and exercised a 
huge influence on Presbyterian church 
life in America. Prior to his teaching 
in the Seminary he was from 1793 a 
pastor in New York and so came to 
his professorship with twenty years of 
experience in the ministry.
Garretson first gives a biography of 
Miller and  then proceeds to deal with 
his teaching in the area of practical 
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theology. Sermon preparation is dealt with at length: 
choice of texts, style, parts of a discourse, etc. 
A very interesting section is entitled 'Ministerial 
Deportment and the work of the Christian Ministry'. 
After treating 'Habits in the Study', 'The role of the Spirit 
and prayer' and 'The problems of intellectual laziness' he 
comes to 'Female society, Marriage, and More'. The book 
is worth buying even for this section alone. Miller noted: 
'And happy, indeed, is that minister of the gospel, who, 
by wisdom, fidelity, prudence, and Christian delicacy, 
is enabled to conciliate the esteem and to acquire 
and maintain the unlimited confidence of his female 
parishioners, and of other persons of worth of that sex, 
with whom he may be called in Providence to associate'. 
He adds, 'The female part of every congregation have, in 
general, an influence, which, while it cannot be defined, 
cannot at the same time be resisted. And, for the most 
part, this influence, I believe, is as just in its ultimate 
award, as it is sovereign in its sway'. He deals with 
selecting a spouse, guarding against misunderstandings, 
the responsibilities of marriage and the honour due to 
women.
We have here a valuable book which draws the best 
from one of the greatest and godliest teachers of the 
nineteenth century in America.

Rev William Macleod

Pleading for a Reformation Vision 
Life and Selected Writings of William Childs Robinson 

(1897-1982)
David B Calhoun

Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 332pp,  £15.50

I have had in my library for some years a copy of a book 
entitled The Word of the Cross, which I highly value. It 

consists of lectures given at the Free Church College, 
Edinburgh in 1938 by William Childs Robinson, with an 
introduction by the Rev Principal John Macleod. I did 
not know much about the author and therefore it was 
a delight to discover this volume, published in 2013, 
containing his life and writings.
William Childs Robinson was ordained as a minister of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern 
Presbyterian Church) in 1920. After a pastorate of 
five years in Gettysburg, he was called in 1926 to 
Columbia Theological Seminary to serve as Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History, Church Polity and Missions. He 
remained there until his retirement in 1968.
The Southern Presbyterian Church and the Columbia 
Seminary were blessed with spiritual worthies such as 
Thornwell, Dabney, Palmer and Girardeau. Many of their 
works have been reprinted in recent years. The history 
of the Seminary is found in Our Southern Zion: Old 
Columbia Seminary (1828-1927) by David B Calhoun, 
published by the Trust in 2012. It serves as a background 
to this volume. By Robinson's time the Church and 
Seminary were on a slide towards a liberal theological 

position. He tirelessly laboured to arrest the slide and 
preserve the old Calvinism that had marked the Church 
from its beginnings.
As well as the life the volume contains a selection of 
twenty-three articles from Robinson's pen, including 
'The Blessings of Worshipping Jesus', 'The Cross in 
Church History' and 'God of the Marching Centuries'. It 
is a most edifying volume. 

Rev John J Murray

An All-Surpassing Fellowship
Learning from Robert Murray M'Cheyne's 

Communion with God
David P Beaty

Reformation Heritage Books, pbk, 164pp, $15.00

M'Cheyne died at the age of twenty-nine yet his 
ministry will never be forgotten. To this day the 

impact of his life and ministry is immense. In the first 52 
pages of this book Beaty provides us with an interesting 
if somewhat brief biography of this godly man. The rest 
of the book, however, challenges us from M'Cheyne's 
life and especially writings with regard to holy and godly 
living.
Topics covered are 'Communion with God by His 
Word', 'Communion with God in Prayer', 'The Joy of 
Holiness', the 'Eternal Perspective', 'Communion with 
the Holy Spirit', 'Really understanding the Gospel', 
'Pleasure and power in Prayer', 'The Purposeful Pursuit 
of Holiness', 'Passion and Power for Evangelism' and 
'Passion for Revival'. Each chapter quotes extensively 
from M'Cheyne's sermons, diary and poems so that you 
feel as you read that M'Cheyne is addressing you.
We do not normally link holiness and happiness but 
M'Cheyne writes: 'I am persuaded that God's happiness 
is inseparably linked with His holiness. Holiness and 
happiness are like light and heat... The redeemed through 
all eternity will never taste one of the pleasures of 
sin; yet their happiness is complete. It would be my 
greatest happiness to be from this moment entirely like 
them. Every sin is something away from my greatest 
enjoyment'. People often quote  his words, 'The greatest 
need of my people is my holiness'.
On evangelism M'Cheyne states, 'They that have most 
love in their hearts speak most of hell'.  Also, a clearer 
view of eternity will give us a greater urgency in 
evangelism. Then we could say with M'Cheyne that we 
never rise a day without thinking how we might bring 
someone else to Christ.
Revival came to Dundee and M'Cheyne noted, 'It pleased 
God at that time to bring an awfully solemn sense of 
divine things over the minds of men... The effects that 
have been produced in the community are very marked'. 
The longing for holiness seen in the pastor was to a 
degree seen in the people.
This is a stirring and heart-warming book.

Rev William Macleod
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In the article last month Dr de Vries looked at Psalm 1 
and 2 as an introduction to the book of Psalms.

5 Psalm 45 and 110: The coming King 
more than a mere man
Already in Psalm 2 we hear that the coming Messiah is 
more than a mere man. Alluding to Psalms 2 and 89 we 
read in Hebrews 1:5: ‘For unto which of the angels said 
he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be 
to me a Son?’ One Psalm which clearly reveals that the 
coming Messiah will truly be God, is Psalm 45. This is both 
a royal and also a wedding Psalm. We read: ‘Thy throne, 
O God, is forever and ever. The sceptre of thy kingdom 
is a right sceptre; thou lovest righteousness and hatest 
wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows’. 
The relationship between Christ and His church can be 
compared to a marriage but ultimately it is even more 
intimate than the relationship between husband and wife. 
The marriage between Christ and His church will not be 
dissolved by death. We can also say that here on earth 
the relationship between Christ and His church has more 
of the character of a betrothal. The return of Christ will 
confirm the marriage of Christ to the church. Then the 
marriage supper of the Lamb and His bride will start 
but never end. In a veiled way this is already indicated 
in Psalm 45:14-15: ‘She shall be brought unto the king in 
raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that 
follow her shall be brought unto thee. With gladness and 
rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the 
king's palace'.
Psalm 110 is the most quoted Psalm in the New Testament. 
Our Lord Himself quoted this Psalm to make clear to the 
scribes and Pharisees that He as the Messiah was more 
than the son of David. He is also David’s Lord.

6 Psalm 72: The King and His subjects
Both in Psalm 2 and Psalm 110 the Messiah’s person 
is portrayed and also His rule. The Messiah will have 
complete victory over His enemies (Psalm 110:5-6). 
Psalm 72 addresses the same topic, but also deals with  
the subjects of the king who are protected from enemies 
abroad and at home. The duty of the king in Israel was 
to do justice especially to his poor and often oppressed 

subjects (Ps.72:12-13). 
In Christ this Psalm finds its ultimate fulfillment. The 
subjects of Christ know the fight against the world, the 
devil and sinful self. They are often found among the poor 
of this world. Poverty as such does not bring us into the 
kingdom of God, but wealth can  be a great hindrance to 
our entering into it. In the Beatitudes we find the New 
Testament portrait of the children of God. In the version 
given by Matthew the emphasis falls on spiritual poverty 
and in that in Luke on the material side. In a spiritual 
sense all the children of the kingdom are poor. In material 
respects some are rich, but they are willing to lose their 
wealth for Christ’s sake. 
Ministers of Christ have not only the duty to proclaim 
Christ, but also to make clear who belong to Him by 
explaining what is the nature of the true believer and 
giving the marks of a living faith. The Psalms as well as the 
Beatitudes are very important in this respect (Mt.5:2-6). 

7 What is the identity of the speaker 
in the Psalms?
The subject of all the Psalms (not only of the royal Psalms) 
is the Messiah. We can say that in the first instance the 
psalmist himself speaks and prays in the Psalms, but 
ultimately we must say that in all the Psalms it is the 
voice of the Messiah. Most of the Psalms were composed 
by David who is a most important type of the coming 
Messiah. In fourteen cases the background of the Psalm is 
stated in the introduction. These are all psalms of David 
and in most instances the circumstances were sorrowful. 
The first part of David's life was a time of suffering. That 
was the period between his anointing by Samuel and his 
becoming king after the death of Saul. The second part 
of David’s life apart from the revolution of Absalom was 
one of glory. In this way David foreshadowed the ministry 
of Jesus Christ, the great Son of David. He first suffered 
and after that entered into glory. The complaints of the 
psalmists are the complaints of the Messiah and the joys 
of the psalmist are the joys of the Messiah. 

8 The suffering Messiah and the glory 
that follows: Psalm 22
A very clear example in which the sufferings of the Messiah 
are prophesied is Psalm 22. Christ Himself, hanging on 
the cross, quoted this Psalm during the three hours of 

Christ and the Psalms
(Part II)

Dr Pieter de Vries
Part-time lecturer in Biblical Theology and Hermeneutics at the 

Seminary of the Hersteld Hervormde Kerk of the Netherlands and a 
pastor of the church of Boven-Hardinxveld.
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darkness: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ 
(Ps.22:1). Christ uttered these words not in Hebrew, the 
language of the Old Testament, but in Aramaic. Aramaic 
became the common language of the Jewish people after 
the exile. To stress the deep impression that these words 
made, Matthew records them just as they were originally 
uttered and then gives the Greek translation: ‘Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ (Mt.27:46). 
On the cross Christ was mocked by the crowd and by 
the Roman soldiers. He was forsaken by His disciples, but 
above all God the Father turned away His face from His 
Son, although He still loved Him. As a representative of 
His bride the church, Jesus drank the cup filled with the  
wrath of God against human sin. He paid the price as our 
substitute. In the Psalms we see behind the psalmist Jesus 
Christ Himself. Even the Psalms of confession for sin can 
be read as spoken by Christ, when we fully realize that 
for our sake God made Him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God (2Cor.5:21). 
A preacher of the gospel must make clear the ugliness 
of sin. The Psalms are very important here. They show 
us in the complaints of the psalmist the awful nature of 
being forsaken by God. We can say that Christ really felt 
the pains of hell when He was at Calvary. Sinners, who 
are drawn to Christ, can have a very deep sense of their 
sin and misery. Saints can go through very deep valleys. 
I quote the Heidelberg Catechism, Question 44: ‘Why 
is it added: "He descended into hell”? Answer: That in 
my greatest temptations I may be assured that Christ 
my Lord, by His inexpressible anguish, pains and terrors, 
which He suffered in His soul on the cross and before, 
has redeemed me from the anguish and torment of hell'.
A true Christian realises his sins and shortcomings. He 
knows that his faith and trust are not perfect. In this way 
he learns the value of the sufferings and cross of Christ 
and begins more clearly to understand why Paul said: ‘God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Gal.6:14). Not only the sufferings of Christ 
are foretold in Psalm 22, but also His glory. Psalm 22:22 is 
quoted in Hebrews 2:12. Here we see Christ portrayed 
as sitting at the right hand of the Father praying for His 
church and on the Day of Judgment confessing the names 
of His brothers to the Father (compare Mt.10:32). In the 
end of Psalm 22 we see the New Testament dispensation 
and ultimately the final glory foretold (Ps.22:27-31). 
In this New Testament dispensation the gospel will 
be proclaimed to all nations and finally in the New 

Jerusalem there will be ‘a great multitude which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands’ 
(Rev.7:9).

9 The suffering Messiah and the glory 
that follows
There is a second example of how the sufferings of 
Christ are foretold in the Psalms. Let us take a look at 
Psalm 42:5. Christ alluded to this Psalm when he prayed 
and struggled in the garden of Gethsemane: 'Then saith 
he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death: tarry ye here, and watch with me' (Mt.26:38). 
Reading the Psalm from the perspective of Christ we can 
say that Christ on earth has felt the same pain when He 
left heaven and the multitude of angels surrounding him. 
Because of the fall of Adam all areas of life on earth are 
stained with sin. More than any psalmist or child of God, 
could Christ say: ‘I am a stranger in the earth’ (Ps.119:19). 
Having accomplished His work on earth, Christ went 
back to the Father but now as God and man united 
in one person. Psalm 42 and Psalm 43 are very closely 
related. The person and work of Christ are the centre and 
foundation of the Christian faith. Christ is the Mediator 
given by the Father. He is the only one through whom 
we can approach God. A living faith in Christ as Saviour is 
worked in us by the Holy Spirit. Christ paid our debt on 
Calvary. In Romans 3:25 we read: ‘Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood'. This 
was to show God’s righteousness, because in His divine 
forbearance He had passed over former sins. Not only 
Christ's death on Calvary, but His whole life on earth 
was the life of the Mediator who came to die and to save 
sinners. 
When we are united to Christ, we are also conformed to 
His image. Christ is in heaven and we are on earth. We are 
in this life assailed by the trials and by the temptations of 
the devil. We  must lament that although saved by grace, 
we have a body of sin and death.  
United to Christ we must be willing to suffer for Him 
and we must remember that Christ is with us in our 
greatest sufferings. The Psalms are a rich treasure-house 
both to portray to us Christ and to enable us better to 
understand the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts 
and lives of believers. The Spirit convinces us of our sins 
and misery. He opens our eyes to Christ and out of the 
fulness of Christ we receive ‘grace for grace’(Jn.1:16). 

(To be continued)

"The Psalms are a rich treasure-house both to portray to us Christ 
and to enable us better to understand the work of the Holy Spirit in 

the hearts and lives of believers."
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                 CENTRAL     ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
            BUILDING FUND 2014 2014 2013
                 YTD 2014            Sep      To Sep     To Sep

Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  269 1,300 14,727 15,301
Duthil-Dores  107,441 2,275 18,154 21,089
Inverness   0 1,500 18,570 20,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 15,885 13,849
Total Inverness         107,710 6,475  67,336 70,239
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  366 0 3,045 4,785
Brora   600 1,000 13,957 17,481
Kiltearn   123 1,500 6,215 5,379
Tarbat   0 800 9,991 9,464
Total Northern  1,089 3,300 33,208 37,109
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   506 381 6,299 7,486
Ayr   0 0 6,160 8,614
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  249,398 2,000 20,888 25,718
Glasgow - Partick  103,195 1,750 20,100 25,192
Glasgow - Shettleston 101 1,800 20,367 21,199
Glasgow - Knightswood 118 1,600 20,612 22,799
Rothesay   0 0 1,000 260
Total  Southern  353,318 7,531 95,426 111,269
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 1,890 19,581 18,148
Harris - Leverburgh  224 1,350 13,144 14,452
Harris - Scalpay  500 1,900 19,575 22,168
Knock & Point  0 1,400 11,164 10,967
North Uist  37,291 0 7,585 8,197
Stornoway  4,088 7,522 79,758 59,761
Total Outer Hebrides 42,103 14,062 150,807 133,693
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  0 1,000 9,637 5,770
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 0 3,000 2,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 35 0 12,627 13,384
Lochalsh   360 1,450 13,659 11,829
Poolewe & Aultbea  340 445 8,213 10,850
Ullapool   0 0 0 44
Portree   0 1,200 10,800 15,565
Snizort   1,000 4,300 18,935 23,898
Strath   20 1,340 5,935 5,918
Total Skye/Lochcarron 1,755 9,735 82,806 89,258

Smiths Falls    2,000 

Total Congregations  505,974 41,103 431,583 441,568
Other Donations   830 973 21,113 23,979
Legacy    0 111 3,000
TOTAL   506,803 42,076 452,806 468,547
Including Gift Aid  761  60,236 101,652

Congregational Remittances - September 2014

Greetings from smoky and dusty Covenant College 
in Eastern Province, Zambia! It is hard to believe 
that this academic session is more than halfway 

over. Here are some of the highlights from this year. 

College News 
The first term of 2014 ran from 4 February to 9 May. 
Some heavy discipline issues among the student body 
confronted us during the first term. These things caused 
a lot of grief, but we pray that the students will have 
grown and matured through them. We were grateful 
for the invaluable help given to us by visiting teachers: 
Rev David Wegener, Rev Andrew Allan and Rev Johannes 
Aucamp, who blessed us with their time, energy and 
willingness to support the work here by teaching 
intensive classes. After a six-week ‘winter break’ to 
allow our students to go home for harvest, the second 
term began on 9 July and will end on 10 October. We 

are thankful for visiting teachers Rev George Kalengo, 
Pastor Wilson Kamanga, Rev David Wegener and Rev 
Johannes Aucamp who are helping with teaching this 
term. 

Trust Meeting 
Covenant College and its fellow ministries, the Farm and 
the Christian Education Ministry (CEM), are managed 
by a Board of Trustees. At this year’s Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) in April, the Trustees decided to pursue 
the appointment of a full-time Principal at Covenant 
College, who will also serve as full-time lecturer. They 
are currently working through a short-list of applicants 
and will be conducting further interviews shortly which 
will be followed by a second AGM to agree on the way 
forward. We ask your fervent prayers over this entire 
process: that a fully qualified man would be identified 
and appointed and that there would be clarity and unity 
in this vital decision. 

Lundazi Conference
In June, during the winter break, we had the privilege of 
being asked to teach at a three-day conference in the 
town of Lundazi, about four hours north of Covenant 
College. The conference was organized and hosted by 
Comforter Ministries International, a Pentecostal church 
which has sent two men here to train at the College and 
which was eager to offer a Bible conference to church 
leaders in their local area. Rev Charles Zulu and David 

Zambia Update 
(October 2014)
Rev David Lachman
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were the speakers, while Farm Ministry Leader Jackson 
Kasolo also taught the principles of Farming God’s Way. 
The conference was very enthusiastically and gratefully 
received and we were begged to return for more 
Bible teaching in the future. We value the continuing 
relationships with churches like this which send men to 
study here with us and want to dig deeper into God’s 
Word. 

Women’s Ministry 
We continue to host three conferences each year as part 
of our women’s ministry – two conferences for the wives 
of students and one for the wives of Covenant College 
graduates. These conferences took place in May, June, and 
August. We were thankful to have teaching and assistance 
from the Wegener family who visited in August. This year 
we’ve added baking classes to the program so the ladies 
are learning how to bake cakes and other treats. Katie’s 
attempt at starting a local bakery business in order to 
raise funds for the Women’s Ministry has sadly not been 
a success, so we will not continue next year due to lack 
of interest. Please continue to pray for adequate funding 
to be found for this vital ministry of sharing God’s Word 
and fellowship with the wives of College students and 
graduates. The time we spend teaching and helping these 
women brings great blessings to them personally, to their 
husbands and to the church. 

Family News 
During the Winter break we took a few days’ holiday 
tent camping near South Luangwa National Park, one of 
Zambia’s best wildlife parks. It was exciting to experience 
the wildlife up close and personal. We had an elephant 
less than 50 yards from our tent, hippos grazing next 
to our heads as we slept and had to fight off troops 
of baboons and monkeys who attempted raids on our 
camp every mealtime. We also had the excitement of 
celebrating David’s birthday in May and our 5th wedding 
anniversary on the 11th of July. A great blessing was to 
be able to consider our global adventures in the light of 
the Lord’s sustaining and strengthening our relationship 
over these years. Our big boy Elijah turned four years 

old on 1st July and we gave him a Little Tikes wagon 
which we managed to get secondhand from some other 
missionaries. He is always busy in the garden, planting, 
watering, hoeing, raking leaves and now he has his own 
little ‘ox-cart’ for the job! Ketzia, two and a half years 
old, is very anxious to keep up with her big brother 
in everything – whether it be reciting the catechism, 
learning the alphabet, drawing, or reading stories with 
Mama. Titus is 11 months old and officially a ‘toddler’ – 
no stopping him now! He keeps us all on our toes with 
his climbing exploits, and he is starting to talk now too. 
We thank the Lord for keeping our family in safety as we 
watch these little ones grow. 

Upcoming visit to the U S A 
We are going to the USA for a few months this year! 
Lord willing we will arrive on 28th October and depart 
on 22nd January 2015. Our goal is to continue spreading 
the word about the work of Covenant College Zambia 
Trust. We will be based near Charlotte, NC from 
early November until mid-December, connecting with 
churches from Missouri eastward and from Michigan 
southward. From mid-December until mid-January we 
will be based in the greater Philadelphia, PA area visiting 
churches within driving distance. If you are interested in a 
presentation about Covenant College, please contact us! 

Thanksgiving 
Thank the Lord with us for His mercies in keeping us 
safe and healthy; for providing visiting teachers to cover 
the classes which needed to be taught; for the special 
opportunity of being invited to the Bible conference in 
Lundazi; for the donations of things like Bibles, books, 
uniforms, and graduation gifts by generous churches and 
individuals; for the repairs to the College electrical line 
which were successfully completed, and for the Lord’s 
goodness in sustaining Covenant College through this 
extended period of short staffing. 

Prayer Requests 
Please pray with us that the search for a full-time 
Principal and a full-time Administrator would be blessed 
with the provision of fully-qualified personnel who 
would be true assets to the work here; for wisdom for 
our Board of Trustees as they conduct interviews and 
decide on suitable candidates for the role of Principal; 
for these final weeks of the term to go smoothly and for 
the students to truly benefit; for College management as 
they seek to mentor and discipline students with love 
and effectiveness; for the students who will be graduating 
from Covenant College’s Class of 2014; for the details of 
our family’s time in the USA to come together smoothly. 
'Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee' (Psalm 33:22).

In Christ’s Love, 
David, Katie, Elijah, Ketzia and Titus Lachman 



“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

Romans 8:6
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