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Jesus prays an amazing prayer in the Upper Room. 
We call it the High Priestly Prayer and our Lord 
is of course the greatest High Priest. The first high 

priest of Israel, Aaron, who was a type of Christ, wore 
a breastplate on which were inscribed the names of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Daily he went in to the Holy Place 
in the tabernacle to offer incense on the golden altar 
and to plead for the church of his day with all its sins and 
need before the presence of God. Now the antitype has 
come and He prays for the church in all ages. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ intercedes first for God to be 
glorified in Him and then for His apostles whom He 
will shortly leave behind as He makes His way to the 
cross. Finally He proceeds to pray for those who will 
be converted through the ministry of these disciples in 
days to come: ‘Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through their word; 

that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me’ (Jn.17:20-21). This 
passage has connotations of the earlier words of the 
Good Shepherd with reference to the flock: ‘And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd’ (John 10:16). Not only is 
He thinking of those who will be saved from amongst 
the Jews but also of Gentile believers. He pleads for the 
church in days to come to be united as one.

Threats to the unity of the Church
There is to be only one church, not a Jewish church 
and a Gentile one. Jewish prejudice against the ‘unclean’ 
Gentiles would be a great temptation in the early days 
of the New Testament church. Peter and John ministered 
to the Jewish believers and Paul to the Gentile ones. 
At one point in Antioch, when Jewish Christians came 
down from Jerusalem to visit, Peter, who was already 
there and had been eating freely with the Gentiles, now 
separated himself from the Gentiles. Even Barnabas was 
affected. This was devastating to the unity of the church 
and Paul had to oppose Peter to the face and roundly 

Union
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condemn him (Gal.2:11ff). I am sure Peter didn’t like 
being spoken to in that manner but it was vital to keep 
the one church of Jesus Christ united.
As time passed divisions did appear in the churches. 
The Corinthian church seemed to have been divided 
into four groups: some were for Paul, some for Apollos, 
some for Cephas and some for Christ (1Cor.1:10-12). It 
greatly troubled the Apostle and he wrote pleading with 
them to get rid of their party spirit. He also sent a letter 
to the Philippians beseeching Euodias and Syntyche, two 
prominent ladies, to be reconciled (Phil.4:2).
In the Epistle to the church at Rome, Paul writes, ‘Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them’ Rom.16:17). I remember some 
years ago a zealous Christian writing to me, accusing 
me of being guilty of the terrible sin of causing a breach 
in the church, quoting this verse, but leaving part of it 
out: ‘Mark them which cause divisions and avoid them’. 
It is vital always to quote Scripture in its context and 
quote it fully. If the doctrine which we have learned 
from the Scripture and those who faithfully taught it 
causes divisions it is not the fault of those who hold to 
that doctrine. The guilty ones in the eyes of God are 
those who have departed from the faith once delivered 
to the saints. To remain united to heretics is sinful, but 
it is the heretics who cause the division. Toleration of 
wickedness in the church is not a mark of Christian 
charity but of ungodly compromise.

Amazing unity
Jesus prays for His church, ‘That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me’ (Jn.17:21). The pattern for unity is the Trinity. 
The Father is in the Son and the Son is in the Father, the 
Spirit is in the Father and the Son, and the Father and the 
Son are in the Spirit. There is only one God. There is only 
one divine essence, divine ‘substance’, divine Spirit. It is 
not divided between the three persons but is totally in 
the three persons at the same time. We know of nothing 
which is as united as that, three and yet one, and one in 
the three, and the three in the one. This amazing unity is 
the pattern which Christ prays will be displayed in His 
church.
Elsewhere in the Bible other pictures are used. Our Lord 
said, ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing’ (Jn.15:5). Christians 
are branches in the vine which is Christ. We draw our 
nourishment and strength from Him. It is only as we 
abide in Him that we are able to bear fruit. Each branch 
being attached to the vine is also attached to the other 
branches in the tree.
In condemning the divisions in Corinth, the Apostle 

states: ‘Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
in particular’ (1Cor.12:27). Christ is the head and 
every Christian has a part in the body and performs 
an important function. It used to be thought that some 
parts of the body served no useful role and, indeed, in 
the eyes of evolutionists were vestiges of a previous 
animal existence. Now we know that every organ has its 
own contribution to make, so that even the tonsils and 
appendix are useful. Thus, ‘God hath tempered the body 
together, having given more abundant honour to that 
part which lacked: that there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have the same care 
one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it’ (1Cor.12:24-26). We all 
need each other as Christians.

How does this union come about?
From before the creation of the world certain people 
were elected. God made with them His covenant of 
grace. He loves them and views them as being in Christ. 
When Jesus died on the cross He laid down His life for 
the sheep and not for the goats and the church of Christ 
is distinguished from the world by being purchased by 
His blood (Acts 20:28). And yet, until conversion, the 
elect are ‘children of wrath, even as others’ (Eph.2:3); 
they are under condemnation and require to be justified.
The work of God in the soul of man begins with the 
effectual calling and this is a calling into Christ. The 
general call of the Gospel becomes effectual when the 
Spirit accompanies it and enters into the individual, 
resurrecting him from being dead in trespasses and 
sins, regenerating him, causing him to be born again and 
become a new creation in Christ Jesus. These four terms: 
resurrection, regeneration, new birth and new creation 
all refer to the same act of God. Another term for what 
happens is union with Christ. The individual becomes 
a branch in the vine and a member of the body. He 
is planted in Christ and becomes a stone in the holy 
temple of the Lord. Only following regeneration can the 
sinner believe in Jesus and receive Christ who is freely 
offered in the gospel. Justification and adoption follow, as 
does progressive sanctification by which we more and 
more die unto sin and live unto righteousness.

Unity in the Church
The practical implication of this essential unity of 
believers to God and to one another is that it must 
find expression in the local church. We are to bear one 
another’s burdens for in so doing we are actually bearing 
our own burdens. We are to rejoice with those who 
rejoice and weep with those who weep, because we 
are one. The success of another is our success and the 
sorrow of another is our sorrow. It should be said of 
us, ‘See how they love one another’. In an individualistic 
world characterized by greed, jealousy, self-interest and 
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loneliness this is an enormous witness and will draw 
sinners to the Saviour, just as Jesus said: ‘that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me’. Huge effort is to be 
made to be at peace with one another. Great emphasis 
is laid on this in the Word. ‘A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another’ 
(Jn.13:34-35). ‘We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso 
hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, 
let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth’ (1Jn.3:14-18).
There must also, however, be a universal expression 
of Christian unity. Sometimes it is said that there are 
two churches, the visible and the invisible. The invisible 
consists of all born-again Christians and the visible is 
the various different denominations viewed collectively. 
But these are not two churches but only one, the true 
invisible church which only God knows and its visible 
expression in the world which we see. There can be 
only one church united to God, one vine and one 
body of Christ. This one church is displayed in society. 
If Christians were perfectly holy there would be only 
the one church in the world, and there will be only one 
church in heaven. Sadly because of heresy there are many 
churches. Many unregenerate people are to be found in 
churches. Christians often follow traditions rather than 
Scripture. The pride of man, desire for power and to 
have the preeminent position, and compromise with 
the world causes many denominations. It was vital for 
the Reformers to separate from the corrupt, medieval 
church of Rome. It was essential for our fathers in 1843 
to separate from a church ruled by the State rather than 

Christ. The State was undermining the rule of Christ. 
Separations are necessary for the sake of truth and 
righteousness. But should there not also be unions for 
the sake of the body and the glory of Christ? Every 
effort should be made to ensure that nothing keeps us 
from uniting with our brethren but the truth of God’s 
Word.
The Ecumenical Movement is wrong because it strives for 
unity at all costs. It is unity which involves compromising 
the truth. It says, ‘Let’s come together and worship and 
forget about doctrine which only divides’. But God is 
truth and loves the truth and gave us the truth so that 
we would value it. He gave us a law so that we would 
show our love to Him by keeping His commandments. 
On the other hand we must beware of denominational 
pride which views our denomination something like the 
way supporters view a football club: ‘We’re going to be 
the greatest’. Our first concern should be for the good 
of the whole church of Christ. Our Lord prayed, ‘that 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me’. 
Let this also be our concern and passion. Let us beware 
of party spirit. While learning from history let us be 
careful that our history is not allowed to divide us 
from brethren who believe essentially what we believe. 
It is wrong to demand that others today acknowledge 
that the stand taken by our fathers 14 years ago, or 25 
years ago, or 114 years ago, or 121 years ago, or 324 
years ago was the right one. This approach will always 
keep us apart. The sinful pride of human nature in a 
fallen world will always seek to justify our own and our 
fathers’ stand. Rather we should face the situation as it 
is today. We hold to the inerrant Scriptures, we have the 
Westminster Confession of Faith as a great ecumenical 
confession originally devised to unite churches, we have 
the law of God as the rule for church discipline and 
we have the biblical Psalms as the great ecumenical 
hymnbook of the Holy Spirit. Around these we should 
seek to unite.

'There can be only one church united to 
God, one vine and one body of Christ. 
This one church is displayed in society. 
If Christians were perfectly holy there 
would be only the one church in the 

world, and there will be only one church 
in heaven.'
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‘And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen’ (Mt.28:17-20).

A common lie whispered in the ear of the Christian 
is, ‘Only you feel like this. Look at everyone else 
– they’re doing well’. Because you already have 

many insecurities, this lie resonates uncomfortably, 
particularly when you think about how cold and hard 
your heart can sometimes be. Sadly it can remain 
cold like this even when thinking and talking about 
the wonder of God’s free grace, His loving kindness, 
the death of the Lord Jesus and the hope of glory. The 
result is that you stumble numbly through the Christian 
life with more of a mechanical correctness than with 
feelings of joy and satisfaction and so are tempted to 
avoid Christian fellowship. Nobody wants to be found 
out and exposed. Another temptation is to be superficial 
and formal – so that no one can get close enough to see 
the spiritual barrenness of your soul. You may even begin 
to resent those Christians that seem to thrive.
Isn’t it wonderful that the Scriptures were written for 
men and women like you? Even more so, it is wonderful 
that the Scriptures, under the hand of Almighty God, 
were written by men like you. Matthew 28:16,17 
makes it clear that some of the eyewitnesses of the 
resurrection had fears and doubts, even in the presence 
of the risen Lord. Many Bible scholars explain that this 
account of the Lord’s appearance upon the hill in Galilee 
was to a company of more than 500 witnesses. Paul 
makes reference to such an event in 1Corinthians 15:6. 
While it might be reasonable to suggest that there were 
more than 500 present on this occasion, it is not the 
emphasis of the text. The emphasis of the Scriptures is 
that the 11 disciples were present, they worshipped, but 
some of them doubted.
These men had been in the presence of the risen 
Christ at least three times previous to this event. The 
first occasion was in the upper room on the day of the 
resurrection. When the women returned from the tomb, 
announcing it was empty and that the Lord had appeared 

to Mary, the ten disciples (Thomas was not present, and 
Judas Iscariot was now dead) refused to believe them. 
Although when Jesus later appeared in their company 
and it is said that they ‘believed not for joy’ (Luke 24:41), 
they were able to confidently assert to Thomas upon His 
return that the Lord had risen. Thomas, who refused to 
believe his colleagues, was present seven days later, when 
the Lord appeared the second time. Being able to touch 
the Saviour’s wounded hands and side, Thomas made 
that wonderful confession – ‘My Lord and my God’. 
The third appearance was when some of the disciples 
had returned to their fishing and Jesus called them to 
land, there was a sudden miraculous catch, and they had 
breakfast upon the shore. On this occasion, John 21:12 
records that none of them dared ask ‘who art thou’, 
for they knew it was the Lord. So how can it be that 
these disciples, who know that Jesus had risen, can have 
doubts?
Before asking why they doubted – it is helpful to 
notice that they did doubt. This is authentic Christian 
experience, and not unlike your own inconsistency - 
believing and not believing, at the same time. It would 
appear that the disciples’ doubts relate more to feelings 
and fears about the future, than to the fact of the 
resurrection. Were they not convinced of the fact of 
the resurrection, they would never have left Jerusalem 
and come to this place which Jesus had appointed. It is 
wonderful to see how Jesus deals with these doubting 
disciples – troubled by their feelings and fears.

Comforts with His presence
First, he comforts them with His presence. Having 
appeared, He then drew nearer to them, and He spoke 
to them. This is the One who will not break the bruised 
reed, and who will not extinguish a smoking flax. None 
of the doubters are dismissed or overlooked. There is 
not even any rebuke, just as at His second appearance 
when He had addressed ‘doubting’ Thomas specifically. 
The risen, glorified Christ is tender and is bound to 
His people. Unlike men who, once promoted to higher 
circles, quickly become aloof from their former friends, 
Jesus draws near. There is no condemnation, because, 
although doubts are not acceptable, doubters are. 
Today you have the Word of God. He speaks so that you 
would hear. He draws near. Rejoice that the Lord Jesus 
draws near, even to those who are disturbed by doubts. 
There is the problem that you feel His absence, you 
struggle to perceive Him, but learn this lesson from 
other doubting disciples – they were in the appointed 
place. Where has Jesus appointed for you to go, for Him 
to meet with you? One place is personal Bible reading 
which includes meditating on the Word and not simply 
allowing your eye to bounce along a line of words. 
Another is personal prayer. Christ also meets you in the 
gospel preaching in the church, not only on a Sunday, but 
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at the prayer meeting too. 
There is the problem of self - wanting to feel satisfaction 
and comfort within yourself. How often you despair 
because you can’t feel whatever it is. It is good for a 
man to examine himself, but you need to remember 
that you should expect to find spiritual bankruptcy. You 
should never expect to find a level of spiritual maturity 
which leaves you satisfied with self. You will never find 
power in yourself. Look to Him who has all power, Him 
whose power first made you willing and whose power 
is sufficient to keep you to the end.
There is also the problem of sin: because of specific sin 
your conscience condemns you and you can’t draw near 
to Christ. If you are conscious of specific sin, you need 
to specifically confess that sin to God. If you refuse to 
do this, you are denying your sin and you are denying 
Him. If you are not specifically aware of sin, and no-one 
can be aware of the full depth and extent of their sin, 
then confess this also. Unconfessed sin drives a wedge 
between the Christian and Christ, it adds fuel to doubts, 
and drives the believer towards powerless isolation.

Challenges with His power
Secondly the Lord challenged the disciples with His 
power. His presence comforts, His power challenges. 
The disciples had observed the days of our Lord’s 
humiliation culminating in His death upon the cross. 
They were convinced of His resurrection but uncertain 
as to the effect of the resurrection – was it limited in 
effect? There had perhaps been only three previous 

appearances in 
the previous weeks – and only to relatively few people,  
even including the 500 witnesses. The Judean world had 
not particularly changed. The disciples were virtually 
irrelevant and felt totally insignificant. No-one else 
seemed to have noticed or cared. The Jewish cover-up 
story seemed to quickly quieten the people (Mt.28:11-
14). Not knowing what else to do the disciples had just 
been fishing. 
As the Second Person of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus never 
lacked power. But the Redeemer’s reward is power and 
authority. Reference is made to this in Philippians (2:9-
11): ‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father’. This is not an 
increase or duplication of His power – the Almighty 
cannot increase in power – but it is a public revelation 
of the power and authority that belongs to Him having 
triumphed over death. This power and authority  had 
been veiled in the days of His humiliation. 
The disciples who have been confronted with their own 
weakness, their absence of power, are here challenged 
with a revelation of ‘all power’ in heaven and in earth. 
This power is in the hands of their Saviour who draws 
near to them. The challenge to you is, do you believe He 
has this power, and exercises this power to deliver those 

'It is good for a man to examine 
himself, but you need to 

remember that you should expect 
to find spiritual bankruptcy. 

You should never expect to find 
a level of spiritual maturity which 

leaves you satisfied with self. 
You will never find power in 

yourself. 
Look to Him who has all power.'
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that believe?

Reveals His plan
Thirdly, the Lord reveals His great plan – the Great 
Commission. These men, who know and feel their 
unreadiness and are unnerved by their own weakness, 
are to be sent out preaching and teaching to the ends 
of the earth. They were mostly fishermen, uneducated, 
unsophisticated Galileans. It is reasonable, when faced 
with a great undertaking, to wait until you are educated, 
but in this case, it is not obedient. The Lord Jesus sends 
‘unready’ disciples out into the classical world steeped 
in all the learning of the ancients. Failure to obey this 
command, which comes to all believers through the 
disciples, does harm to faith and assurance. Sitting on 
your hands will damage your soul. You are called to obey; 
failure to obey the Lord results in a failure to realise 
His power in your soul. Faith must be exercised. If you 
only ever do what is comfortable, play to your strengths, 
you will never be conscious of His strength and that 
His strength is made perfect in weakness (perfect here 
does not mean improved – rather God’s strength is 
unhindered by man’s proud and vain interference).
Weakness is uncomfortable, but no-one yet has been 
saved for their own comfort and convenience and 
honour. No-one ever will be. Every Christian is a servant, 
called to labour in the kingdom. If you hide the gospel, 
by not making it known to others, then you will never 
realise the extent of its wonder and beauty. The glorious 
good news of transforming free grace for sinners must 
be held out, like a jewel, to be displayed in sunlight. 

Promises His presence
Fourthly, the Lord gave these doubting disciples, and 
all the doubting disciples that have followed them, a 
wonderful promise, the promise of His presence – I am 
with you. I am with you always. I will never leave you. Of 
course this doesn’t mean that you will always feel His 
presence – that is something very different. Someone 
who always feels the Saviour’s presence has a very 
different experience from the writers of the Psalms, the 
Old Testament prophets, and the disciples (for example 
– Psalm 10, 13, 22, Job, I Kings 19:4, Jeremiah 20:14-18, 
and recurring throughout the Song of Solomon). Always 
feeling the Saviour’s presence is not normal Christian 
experience. 
Emmanuel, God with us, is a name that was used to 
speak of the Saviour. Jesus ascended into heaven, where 
He remains until the great and glorious day of His 
return, but by the blessed Holy Spirit He is present with 
His people. The disciples were transformed on the day 
of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given. The Lord 
spoke of the advantage it would be for His disciples for 
Him to depart so that the Spirit would come (John 16:7). 
Through the influence of the Holy Spirit He dwells with 
each and every believer. There are many times when you 

forget the ministry of the Holy Spirit. There are times 
when your experience of His presence is deadened by 
your sin. There are times when evidence of His presence 
can be difficult to detect. But He is present, and by Him 
Christ is always present with His people. This includes 
bad days and lonely days. I am with you always. If this is 
not true, God’s Word is not true. But it is true; this is the 
promise of the risen Lord to all who believe, and there 
are no exceptions, not even for disciples that doubt. 

Make your prayer for yourself and for all other believers 
that which the Apostle Paul made for the church in 
Ephesus, that you would know (Ephesians 1:19-23), ‘what 
is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him 
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: and 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the 
head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all’.
It is your pride that sets for you a different standard 
from that which applies to everyone else. It is true that 
you shouldn’t be the way that you are, but that is the 
way that you are. Don’t deny it any longer. With all your 
insecurities be honest before God and men. 
Untangle your faith from your feelings. Doubting disciples 
are to look to Jesus Christ. He draws near to be present 
with you; don’t avoid the places where He is to be found. 
Recognise His power, He has all power in heaven and 
earth, and it is exercised in building His church. Don’t 
deny your part in His plan – every Christian is to be 
involved and united in the proclamation of the gospel, 
each with different, and yet all vitally necessary parts to 
play. And remember His promise; He’ll not depart – not 
even from the doubters. 

Western Isles 
Bible Conference

This year's annual Western Isles Bible Conference 
takes place DV from Friday 6th to Sabbath 8th 

June 2014 at Stornoway FCC.  In all there will be 
five addresses given by Rev. Malcolm Watts, Minister 
of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury.  Anyone requiring 
further details or accommodation should contact 

Donald MacDonald on 01851 704039.
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What is a minister of the Gospel? The most 
common answers include models like 
Shepherd, Servant, Preacher, Theologian, 

Teacher, Counsellor and Leader. But one model that’s 
rarely thought about or spoken about today is the first 
model that Jesus used – Fisherman (Mt.4:19).
My favorite hobby probably biases me here but I believe 
fishing for souls is one of the most powerful models of 
Christian ministry and must be re-prioritised. It’s such 
a perfect metaphor for both the fish (sinners) and the 
fishermen (pastors/witnesses) that I’ll leave you to make 
the obvious applications.

I  The Fish
Fish love water: They are comfortable there, have no 
desire to leave it and will stay there even if the water is 
polluted and is killing them.
Fish are suspicious: They are wary, sensitive, fearful, 
easily spooked and spend their life hiding.
Fish fight: They fight with passion when caught, even 
after being landed, and even with their last breath.
Fish are frustrating: They are unpredictable, 
annoying, baffling, discouraging and even depressing.
Fish are worth catching: But when caught, what 
satisfaction, what enjoyment, what memories, what tales!

II  The Fisherman
Passionate: He loves fish and loves to catch fish. It’s all 
his one-track mind thinks about.
Optimistic: He goes out expecting to catch and 
confident of catching no matter how misplaced his 
confidence seems to others.

Opportunistic: He looks for every little window of 
opportunity to get to the river or the loch. He keeps his 
tackle handy so that every time he passes a stretch of 
water that looks promising he can take the chance.
Equipped: He has a good, large and strong net with 
no holes in it.
Skilful: He acquires many different skills and learns 
many different techniques and tactics.
Sensitive: He has a sixth sense, an inexplicable feeling 
about just when and where the fish are about to bite. 
This is not about intelligence or education – it’s usually 
the result of long years of experience.
Sacrificial: He gives up time and money to fish. He gets 
up early and stays out late. He invests in equipment and 
training.
Courageous: Sometimes he has to go into difficult and 
dangerous places to catch the biggest fish.
Patient: He spends time casting, casting, casting, even 
when the fish keep swimming away.
Persevering: He goes back time and again, even when 
he’s failed many times before, even when everyone tells 
him it’s useless.
Prayerful: He knows that only God can put fish in his 
net.
Happy: He enjoys fishing even when he doesn’t catch 
anything. It refreshes and energises him (John 4:32).
Successful: When he’s successful, lots of people ask 
him, ‘What did you use?’ ‘What did you do?’ He’s happy 
to share his secret, because it is no secret. ‘I follow the 
Master Fisherman (Matthew 4:19). I stay close to Him, 
watch Him, imitate Him, love Him and obey Him’.

Fishing
A Forgotten Model of Ministry

Rev  David Murray
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News

Great progress has been made 
towards the setting up of a 

Christian primary school in the East 
End of Glasgow. In the past year 
a School Board has been set up, 
a constitution and vision written 
and a Teachers and Parents Council  

has been established. The latter has 
done a lot of work towards the 
writing of a curriculum and the 
formulating of the school policies. 
From last September onwards a 
group of parents and children have 
been meeting together on a regular 

basis as a ‘Homeschool Co-op’ 
which functions as a precursor to 
Sunrise Christian School. 
Sunrise Christian School is to be 
Reformed in its outlook and its 
constitution has a Statement of 
Faith based upon the Reformed 

Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow
Mrs Janneke Fraser

The Boards of Mannafields (Edinburgh) and Sunrise 
(Glasgow) Schools and families hold a joint barbeque
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Confessions. The School Board 
has among its members church 
representatives from the Free 
Church (Continuing), the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church and the 
Reformed Baptist Church. The School 
Board is currently working towards 
securing a building in the East End of 
Glasgow. After registering the school 
with the educational authorities the 
plan is,God willing, to open the 
school in August this year.
Friends in the Netherlands have set 
up a charity which seeks to raise 
money for the school. Also different 
fundraising efforts are planned in this 
country. It is hoped that fundraising 
will make it possible to offer many 
assisted places for children from 
families who cannot afford the 
school fees.
The school is currently advertising 
for a teacher/teachers (part-time/
full-time) with a wholehearted 
commitment to the Reformed faith 
and a vision to see the Word of God 
brought to bear on every aspect 
of a child’s education. Anybody 
interested in teaching in the school 
can contact the Secretary of the 
School Board, John Cormack, for 
further information, on ajcormack@
gmail.com.
More information on the school 
can be found on facebook.com/ A 
Christian School for Glasgow or 
on www.glasgowchristianschool.
blogspot.co.uk (an official website is 
under construction and will follow 
soon). 
For any general questions, the 
school can be contacted on 

glasgowchristianschool@hotmail.
co.uk.

Highland Bible 
Conference 
Rev James Clark

The next Highland Bible 
Conference will take 

place DV on 9 August 2014 in 
the  Kingsview Centre, Inverness. 
The theme:  ‘Preparing for the World 
to Come’. 10.15am: ‘The End of this 
World’ by Rev James Clark. 11.30am: 
‘The world to come’ by Rev Timothy 
McGlynn. 1.30pm: ‘Preparing for the 
world to come’ by Rev Robert Josey. 
Cost: £8 per adult (includes lunch), 
children free.

Nigerian Jihad 
E Kendal

Christians in Nigeria’s north-east 
continue to suffer at the hands 

of the al-Qaeda-linked Boko Haram 
which is waging a jihad to Islamise 
Nigeria. Meanwhile, Christians in the 
volatile Middle Belt - Nigeria’s ethnic-
religious fault-line - continue to suffer 
at the hands of Fulani Muslims who, 
with the support of Boko Haram 
and rogue security forces, conduct 
night raids to slaughter Christians 
while they sleep. Whole communities 
are being terrorised off their lands. 
Christians in Northern Nigeria 
are repressed, persecuted and 
traumatised. They are being attacked 
and killed while at worship in their 
churches. Despite this, mission is 
strong and Muslims are turning to 
the Lord in unprecedented numbers. 
This is a spiritual battle. Please pray 
for Nigeria and its church.

Iran Raids and Arrests
E Kendal

Middle East Concern reports that 
a number of churches were 

raided and Christians arrested in 
Iran over the Christmas - New Year 
period. The arrested believers, men 
and women, were beaten and had 
property confiscated. Furthermore, 
restrictions have been tightened, 
banning ethnic Persians from church 
involvement and banning the use 
of Farsi in church activities. MEC 
reports that, besides those arrested 
on 24 and 31 December, ‘Across 
Iran, at least 40 others are known 
to be in prison because of their 
Christian faith or activities’. As US 
leverage over Iran evaporates, Iran 
will escalate its repression and 
persecution in an effort to stem 
the flow of Persian converts to 
Christianity. It has been rumoured 
that imprisoned Christians are 
increasingly being kept separate, 
not as punishment but to prevent 
conversions in prison. God is at 
work! Pray for Iran.

New Psalmody CD 
Mrs Mary Gillies

The Free Church (Continuing) 
hope to release Volume 10 in 

their Psalm Singing series, Worthy to 
be Praised in time for the forthcoming 
Assembly during the third week of 
May. This double CD continues to 
support the twelve-year teaching 
programme that has been produced 
by the Church. The ‘Listening Disc’ 
has twelve Psalm portions sung 
unaccompanied. Many people enjoy 

Desk
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listening to unaccompanied Psalm-singing in harmony 
and this recording has been lovingly prepared by people 
in the pew. It is hoped that the CD will be an aid to 
devotion and an encouragement to praise. With their 
focus on God’s grace in the gospel of His Son and their 
richness in Christian experience, the Book of Psalms has 
provided a truly catholic manual of praise which spans 
the ages. 
The second disc is a teaching one, with the aim of assisting 
people to learn to sing in harmony. Each of the twelve 
tunes and the other three parts are sung in sol-fa. Those 
with no knowledge of sol-fa just need to hum along with 
the singing. For those who are willing to learn new tunes 
and learn the parts, this CD should prove helpful.
All 10 volumes of the series may be bought online at 
www.sing-the-psalms.webs.com or ordered through the 
Clerk to the Psalmody Committee for £8 + p&p. May 
God use it for His glory and may He who is worthy to 
be praised be honoured by many making melody in their 
hearts to the Lord. 

Massive Rewrite of Legislation 
Coalition for Marriage

On 5th March the House of Commons voted in 
changes that will airbrush cherished terms such as 

‘husband’ and ‘wife’ out of English law. A raft of centuries-
old statutes were amended ahead of same-sex marriage 
laws coming into effect later in March. 360 MPs voted 
to replace longstanding terms such as ‘widow’ with 
ridiculous changes such as ‘woman whose deceased 
spouse was a man’ or ‘that person’s surviving spouse’.
We predicted this massive rewrite of legislation when 

the Government rushed its same-sex marriage 
Bill through Parliament without revealing these 
wider consequences. Over 80 Conservative MPs 
voted against the changes, despite the political 
pressure on them to keep quiet.

Arbroath Weekend 
Katie G Morrison

On the second weekend in February, the 
7th-10th, a group of young people met for 

the semi-annual Arbroath Weekend Away. The 
speaker was Rev James Gracie of Edinburgh FCC 
speaking on the topic of ‘Our Path to Glory’. 
Starting off the weekend, Mr Gracie said that 
we would be following the Pilgrim’s Progress for 
Friday and Saturday. So that night we began 
with Christian leaving the City of Destruction, 
following Evangelist’s instructions to the Wicket 
Gate. But upon meeting Worldly Wiseman and 
others who distracted him, Christian was taken 
from the narrow path. Then, passing through the 
Wicket Gate, we saw Christian go to Interpreter’s 
house. 
For his second talk, Mr. Gracie focussed on 
Christian meeting Apollyon. The word ‘Apollyon’ 

means ‘Destroyer’ and pictured here the Devil.  Mr 
Gracie talked on how Satan will always be looking for an 
opportunity to attack us, yet we should be wearing the 
whole armour of God. 
On Saturday evening we were brought to the cross 
where Christian’s burden finally rolled away into the 
sepulchre. Armed with the scroll, a new coat and the 
mark of Christ on him, Christian carried on to the 
Celestial City.  Though he faced problems along the way, 
Christian carried on to the journey’s end. 
On Sunday morning, looking at Exodus 15:23, Mr Gracie 
preached on the bitter waters of Marah. The Israelites 
had had a few experiences with water such as the river 
turning into blood, and the waters of the Red Sea pouring 
over the Egyptians. We were shown how this was a test, 
and that, once Moses had cast a certain tree into the 
waters, they were made sweet, picturing the cross.  
In the evening, Mr Gracie preached on the ‘Importance 
of Worship’. Looking at Ezra’s example in Nehemiah 8, he 
showed us how all of Israel gathered together in unity to 
listen to God’s law being read. Many people think of the 
Lord’s Day as a day of rest, but Mr. Gracie pointed out 
that it is a day of business — business with God. 
We are greatly appreciative of those involved in the 
running of the weekend — Mrs Debbie Allan and Mrs 
Smith for cooking excellent food. We are greatly indebted 
to Neil, Joanne and Esther also for the organising of the 
whole weekend. 
But most importantly, we are thankful to God for His 
never-ending mercies toward us. We thank Him for 
bringing His servant to preach His Word to us and for 
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the fellowship we had over the whole weekend. 
The next youth weekend, God willing, is to be held on 
17-20 October 2014.

Uzbekistan Church is 
Restricted and Oppressed 

E Kendal

After the Soviet Union collapsed in the early 1990s, 
Uzbekistan experienced an influx of missionaries 

from Western countries and South Korea who initiated 
considerable Church growth. However, following Islamic 
extremist terrorism in 1998, religious restrictions were 
imposed. Whilst targeted at the extremists, Christian 
groups were affected also. The regime oppressed believers 
severely. Missionaries were expelled and producing 
or possessing religious material incurs massive fines. 
Access to resources is a vast need. Meeting in homes 
is prohibited. Many churches meet secretly, unable to 
register. There is just one registered seminary which 
is allowed an annual intake of ten, thus restricting the 
education of Church leaders and members. Despite all 
the State oppression, the churches continue to worship 
and fulfil Christ’s great commission to make disciples. 
Please pray for Uzbekistan and its church.  

Motion on John Knox
Murdo Fraser MSP

You might be interested to know that I lodged a 
Motion on the 500th Anniversary of the birth of 

John Knox in Parliament. It has already attracted a 
large number of signatures on a cross-party basis. I am 
attaching a copy below for information:  
‘That the Parliament recognises the 500th anniversary 
of John Knox’s birth; notes his contribution to modern 
Scotland and Protestantism; understands that he is 
recognised as the founding father of the Scottish 
Reformation and of Presbyterianism in Scotland; 
encourages Scots to explore his contribution toward 
the country’s religion, government and identity; notes 
that Knox helped write the new confession of faith and 
the ecclesiastical order for the newly created reformed 
church; considers that, with hundreds of thousands 
of members, this denomination still plays a significant 
role in modern day Scotland; believes that Knox’s work 
helped to shape the democratic form of governance 
that the Church of Scotland adopted; acknowledges the 
events taking place to celebrate this anniversary in his 
birthplace, Haddington, and commemorates the life of 
a man whom it sees as one of Scotland’s greatest sons’.

Most Popular Translation

The most popular and fastest growing Bible translation 
isn’t what you think it is. When Americans reach 

for their Bibles, more than half of them pick up an 
Authorised Version or King James Version (KJV) as it is 
known in America, according to a new study advised by 

respected historian Mark Noll. The 55 percent who read 
the KJV easily outnumber the 19 percent who read the 
New International Version (NIV). And the percentages 
drop into the single digits for competitors such as the 
New Revised Standard Version, New America Bible, and 
the Living Bible. So concludes ‘The Bible in American 
Life’, a lengthy report by the Center for the Study of 
Religion and American Culture at Indiana University – 
Purdue University Indianapolis. 
Funded by the Lilly Foundation, researchers asked 
questions on two of the most highly respected data 
sources for American religion — the General Social 
Survey and the National Congregations Study. The 
numbers are surprising, given the strong sales of NIV 
translations in bookstores. The NIV has topped the 
CBA's bestselling Bible translation list for decades and 
continued to sell robustly in 2013. The high numbers of 
KJV readers confirm the findings of last year's American 
Bible Society (ABS) State of the Bible report. On behalf 
of ABS, Barna Group found that 52 percent of Americans 
read the King James or the New King James Version, 
compared with 11 percent who read the NIV. The KJV 
also received almost 45 percent of the Bible translation-
related searches on Google, compared with almost 
24 percent for the NIV, according to Bible Gateway's 
Stephen Smith. In fact, searches for the KJV seem to 
be rising distinctly since 2005, while most other English 
translations are staying flat or are declining, according to 
Smith's Google research.

Remembering the Church in your Will 
Rev John Keddie

Among the ways of supporting the Church in its 
continuing work for the maintenance of ministry, 

mission and places of worship is to remember the 
Church and its work in a Will. Gifts to the Church in 
this way can be of various sorts. In their Will a person 
can leave a specific amount by way of a legacy, or a 
proportion of their estate. Alternatively they may leave 
specific items, such as property, valuables or investments. 
This is all of great help to the on-going work of the 
Church. 
To encourage our people to consider this matter the 
Finance and Sustentation Committee has produced a 
leaflet providing useful information and help. The leaflet 
will be available in local congregations and from the 
General Treasurer and Financial Administrator. 
Some individuals may be daunted by the thought of 
making out a Will, and its costs. This, however, is not 
necessarily a complicated matter and help can be 
obtained from several quarters including consulting a 
solicitor. General assistance and information can be 
obtained from our General Treasurer, as indicated in the 
leaflet.
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Books
True Words for 

Tough Times
Dale Ralph Davis
Evangelical Press, 
pbk, 95pp, £6.99

In a day when the Church in the U.K. 
witnesses in the face of a tide of 

opposition and when for all the effort 
put into faithful prayer, preaching and 
evangelism little tangible fruit is returned, 
we all need encouragement. The 
temptation is to think the Lord is not 
with us when the opposite may in fact 
be the case. When Dale Ralph Davis was 
invited to speak at the 2010 Aberystwyth 
conference he opted to look at the life 
of Jeremiah, a ‘tormented prophet’, in an 
attempt to comfort the Lord’s servants 
who are slogging in such a context. Those 
addresses were subsequently edited and 
published in ‘True Words for Tough Times’.
As one such ‘slogger’ the book was 
immediately appealing, and having read 
other writings by Davis, the appetite 
was further whetted. The work, though 
short (made up of five addresses and 
amounting to just ninety-five pages), did 
not disappoint. The first chapter describes 
the times in which Jeremiah lived and 
the message of judgment he had to 
deliver. Despite opposition, the Word of 
God kept coming relentlessly through 
the fragile prophet. Chapter 2 takes us 
to Jeremiah 15:10-21 where the prophet 
confesses his love for God’s Word but 
complains (too severely) of the great 
burden of loneliness and opposition his 
calling brought. Chapter 3 lifts our eyes to 
the Lord in the midst of trials. ‘The God of 
little Israel is not a little God’, but He who 
rules the nations. Our eyes are to be fixed 
on Him, our ear is to listen to His Word 
and we will find there is always grace from 
Him to live in circumstances we cannot 
change. Chapter 4 focuses on resistance 

to the Word of God, so much a feature 
of Jeremiah’s day and our own. Chapter 5 
brings a fitting summary and conclusion: 
‘Faithful futility – A Pattern for Ministry’. 
It is what pastors and Christians must 
remember when we seem, like Jeremiah, 
to be heroic failures in Christian service. 
‘Faithfulness in futility’ says Davis ‘is never 
useless’.
The work is fresh and illustrative (in 
some places the illustrations may even 
be a little over done). The Biblical text is 
handled faithfully and application is found 
throughout, aimed not just at pastors, but 
at the general Christian public. The author 
transports the reader into Jeremiah’s 
world but sees that we keep our 21st 
century shoes on. In an age of ‘success’ 
seminars and ‘missional’ strategies True 
Words for Tough Times brings some 
realism, a welcome relief and a sure hope. 

Rev Gavin Beers

The Way to True 
Happiness

Ralph Venning
Banner of Truth Trust, 

pbk, 87pp, £3.25

This is the first one I have read of 
the Banner of Truth ‘Pocket Puritans’ 

series. The term ‘pocket’ is often applied 
inappropriately to books that would 
require a very large pocket, but in this case 
the term is very appropriate. Measuring 
13cm by 9cm, and only 8cm thick, it can 
fit into a very small pocket. Despite its 
small size, it is a treasure chest of guidance 
to the way to a happy Christian life in 
this world. Many of its principles would 
be at variance with modern thinking, 
but I find myself in full agreement with 
all that it says, though I cannot say that 
I have been able to faithfully apply all its 
principles consistently in my own life. Its 



MAY 2014 ISSUE 15

fundamental principle, as stated in the introduction, is that 
‘none of the world’s apparent pleasures could fully satisfy 
the individual or make him truly happy. Ultimate happiness 
can be found only in God himself ’.
The main body of the book is based, perhaps unexpectedly, 
on the quotation from Matthew 7:21, ‘Not everyone that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of  
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven’.  However, as Venning expounds this text under 
numerous headings with sub-sections, it quickly becomes 
clear how appropriate the text is for those who seek 
happiness in Christianity, but completely misunderstand 
what true, biblical Christianity is. This is particularly true 
of those who do not grasp the fact that it is what is in the 
heart that is important in the eyes of God. Venning goes to 
considerable lengths to make it clear that God sees even 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.
When he goes on to deal with doing ‘the will of my Father 
which is in heaven’, Venning deals with this very thoroughly 
under the headings of faith and holiness, emphasising that it 
is neither the one nor the other of these that is required, 
but both together: things to be believed, and things to be 
done. Venning expresses this in the following clear terms: 
“Well then, you see that no man has any grounds to 
expect entry into the kingdom of heaven, that does not 
do the will of God; that does not walk with God in faith 
and obedience, or in the obedience of faith’. He goes to 
considerable lengths to back this up from Scripture.
He then addresses the question that would most certainly 
arise in the minds of those who have read the above: ‘Who 
then can attain to true happiness?’ He answers with five 
extremely helpful points which may be summarised as 
follows:
1. All satisfying (of God’s justice) and all meriting work is 
(already) done.
2. It is not our obedience which gives us our title to heaven, 
but rather it proves that we have a title (to heaven).
3. The saints cannot do the things that they would because 
the flesh ‘lusteth against the Spirit’ (Gal.5:17). In such a case, 
Christ excuses his disciples with this, ‘The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak’ (Mt.26:41).
4. Doing the will of God here is not to  be understood 
with such exactness as will exclude any failings. But what 
is required of us is a continual care of doing, and making it 
our business to do, the will of God.
5. God has promised His assistance to such ones so that 
though the work is too hard for us, yet through Christ 
strengthening us we are able to do all these things.
Venning tells us that ‘External reformation, without internal 
renovation, will never partake of salvation’. He emphasises 
the fact that, as far as doing the will of God is concerned, 
without Christ we can do nothing; and that means nothing. 
He warmly exhorts, ‘My beloved, let me beg of you for your 
precious and immortal soul’s sake, not to dally with God; 
not to trifle away these few moments of your life upon 
which eternity depends. Be up and doing the will of God 
that it may go well with you forever’.

This book, though small, is not a quick, easy read; but for 
a believer who has not been taught the biblical truths 
concerning the Christian life, this book is an excellent 
starter course. In this way it is highly recommended. It will 
lead to a happy Christian life.

Rev Allan Murray

A Journey Towards Heaven
Jonathan Edwards (ed. Dustin Benge)

Reformation Heritage, 
hbk, 392pp, £15.96 (£6.37 Kindle)

Reading from a daily devotional can be a valuable 
accompaniment to private worship, and can help 

to promote a more spiritual and reflective thought 
life throughout the day, especially if the content offers 
something meaty on which to chew. This volume draws 
select passages from the sermons of that deepest and 
freshest of Puritans, Jonathan Edwards; the profundity of 
the content goes without question.
Yet those familiar with Edwards only through his theological 
treatises, such as ‘The Religious Affections’, will be surprised 
by the simplicity and plainness of the language of these 
sermon extracts. Edwards the preacher had the rare gift of 
clothing deep and stirring thought in clear, direct language, 
and this feature of his pulpit work is evident throughout 
this collection.
For all that the selections were not prepared specifically 
for daily devotional reading, as in other classic works in 
the field, pre-eminently Spurgeon’s ‘Morning and Evening’, 
they are remarkably well-suited to this purpose. Edwards 
expresses himself with great succinctness, and accordingly 
each section, just a page in length, offers a full and 
satisfying thought, usually exegeted directly from Scripture, 
occasionally deduced through a careful logical argument.
The editor, for whom this has clearly been a labour of 
love, has carefully varied the selections, with some giving 
points of teaching, while others are directly applicatory, 
both pastoral messages addressed to the believer, and 
evangelistic messages challenging and relevant to every 
reader.
Being Edwards, the focus is irresistibly drawn to the 
transcendence of God, His eternity, His infinity, His glorious 
majesty revealed above all in Christ. As the title suggests, 
the orientation of the thought is always towards Eternity, 
the need to prepare, and the wonder of what awaits. As 
he writes (on 1 John 2:17): ‘The pleasure will be so great 
as fully and perfectly to employ every faculty; the sight of 
God’s glory and love will be so wonderful, so engaging 
to the mind, and it shall keep all the powers of it in such 
strong attention, that the soul will be wholly possessed and 
taken up’.
I bought this volume on impulse when I first saw it 
advertised: as a lover of Edwards’ preaching, I was taken 
with the idea of an appropriate and soul-stirring extract to 
read each day. I read it over the course of 2013, and have 
not been disappointed.

Rev Alasdair Macleod
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Lessons from 
Twentieth Century 

Free Church History
Part II

Rev John W Keddie

Last month Mr Keddie referred to the place to be 
given to the Bible, the respect that should be paid to 
minority opinions and the concern there should be 

for consolidation rather than continuing fragmentation in 
the smaller Reformed churches.

(4) The motive of conservation in church life 
can often tell against a genuinely evangelistic 
concern 
Being ‘conservative’ in the maintenance of Confessional 
doctrine and purity of worship is an important aspect 
of faithfulness to the Lord’s Commission to His church. 
Maintaining Biblical doctrine and worship as well as piety 
are vital for a church. With this, however, there needs 
to be a concern for souls, a concern for evangelism, to 
reach men, women and children with the gospel message 
inviting them to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
receive the forgiveness of sins. It was a feature of the 
rhetoric against the post 1900 Free Church men by the 
United Free Church that they denied the free offer of 
the gospel in their arguments against the Declaratory 
Act. William Robertson Nicoll was to write in response 
to the statements by counsel for the Free Church in the 
Law Case: ‘The Free Church, ever since I have known it 
has gloried in declaring and offering a full salvation to all 
who repent and believe. It was with amazement that I 
found that a section of our ministry and people deny the 
right to offer the Gospel to sinners’.
In response to this Kenneth Ross states that ‘the 
continuing Free Church’s reply to this kind of statement 
was that it confused rejection of the Declaratory Act 
with an unwillingness to preach the Gospel freely to all 
men. It maintained that it could hold to the doctrine of 
the Confession without any modification and, at the same 
time, believe in the unrestricted freeness of the Gospel 
offer’. Ross quotes Archibald MacNeilage, prominent 
Free Church elder and then editor of the Monthly 
Record: ‘Did the great succession from Andrew Thomson 
to John Kennedy not preach the glorious Gospel? Were 
Chalmers, McCheyne, W.C. Burns, John MacDonald, the 
Bonars, and the great succession of Highland preachers 
from Mr. Lachlan [Mackenzie] to John Kennedy, Hyper-
Calvinists? Everyone knows that they were not. Yet 

because of a solitary statement of one judge out of 
five, we who have subscribed the same confession of 
Faith as was subscribed in its unmodified form by the 
greatest Gospel preachers Scotland has ever known, are 
pilloried in the eyes of the Christian world as men who 
have no Gospel, as under a yoke which prohibits us from 
preaching the doctrines of grace’.
This question had been raised because of statements 
made by Henry Johnston, KC, counsel for the Free 
Church in which, commenting upon the contradiction 
between statements in the Declaratory Act of 1892 and 
the doctrine of the Confession on the matter of the 
relation between predestination and the free gospel offer, 
gave the impression the Confession denied such a free 
offer. This of course is mistaken and it was unfortunate 
that some of the UFC side latched on to this statement, 
among thousands of statements made by counsel in 
the course of his speech and replies. Robert Rainy 
himself saw this, as he indicated in a letter to Archibald 
MacNeilage the day after the Case finished: ‘In these 
proceedings nothing hurt me more than to hear your 
lawyers trying to persuade the English judges too easily 
persuaded that our Confession is not consistent with a 
free gospel to mankind. But I am sure that was none of 
your doing’.
Neither considerations of divine decrees nor ‘limited 
atonement’ should be brought to bear on the question 
of the free offer of the gospel to all indiscriminately. It 
is the revealed will of God that all should be called and 
entreated and invited to repent and believe, for God 
calls all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). There 
is no qualification, and no restriction: the gospel is to be 
offered to all without exception for acceptance.
However, it is one thing to be clear on a ‘free offer’ 
and evangelical theology, it is another thing actually to 
be evangelistic. Professor R A Finlayson’s strictures in a 
Monthly Record editorial are to the point for any church 
in any age. As Iain Murray put it in relation to Finlayson’s 
time as editor of the Monthly Record: ‘It would seem 
that the malaise within the Free Church was one of 
the main concerns of the Editor. No one spoke more 
bluntly on the state of the denomination’. In an Editorial 
entitled, ‘Is the Church Hindered?’ he wrote: ‘When one 
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looks back upon the last fifty years and sees the state 
of religion today, even in those parts where our labours 
were most abundant, who can deny that there is much 
to dishearten and dismay? Not only have the truths we 
proclaimed made little or no impact upon the nation as a 
whole, but our purity of doctrine and worship has made 
amazingly little impact upon our own people to whom 
we ministered from Sabbath to Sabbath … May it not 
be that we are evangelical and not evangelistic?... Is it 
not possible that ours has been a preaching ministry but 
not in any adequate degree, a teaching ministry?... May 
this not be why so many of our young people have sat 
loosely by the testimony of our Church and have been 
so ready to forsake it when the opportunity arose.… 
The question must again be pressed home whether we 
are conservative, yet not aggressive in the faith’.
Finlayson also spoke of ‘spiritual lethargy and supine 
inactivity’ within the Church. Though written in the 
early 1950s such words resonate with relevance for the 
conservative evangelical church just as much in the 21st 
Century.
The truly evangelical and Reformed churches ought 
always to have an evangelistic spirit alongside a concern 
for biblical orthodoxy.

(5) Strict adherence to ordination vows is 
necessary in maintaining the witness and 
testimony of a church with integrity 
The Free Church after 1900, consistently with its 
objection to the Declaratory Act of 1892 and the 
changes required in the ordination vows of ministers 
and other office-bearers to facilitate the union of 1900 
between the majority of the Free Church and the United 
Presbyterian Church, constantly adhered to unqualified 
subscription to the ordination vows maintained in the 
Scottish Presbyterian Church since 1711. This has been 
called a quia approach. The Confession is said to be the 
norm and to bind subscribers because (quia) it is Biblical. 

In general the broader churches have gone for what 
has been described as a quatenus approach in which 
the subordinate standards bind the subscriber in so 
far as (quatenus) it is biblical. In the broader and more 
inclusive churches the issue can be what is 'acceptable' 
by 'modern standards'. Thus, after 1921, in the Church 
of Scotland, and subsequently after the union of the 
Church of Scotland and United Free Church in 1929, 
the subscription was qualified by undefined ‘diversity 
of opinion’ on points in the Confession not entering 
into the 'substance of the faith', such matters to be 
determined by the Church as they might arise. This 
amounted to a sola ecclesia (church alone) sort of 
principle in determining what and what may not be 
acceptable. 
But the question of honest subscription is a perennially 
live one in the conservative churches too, as was 
clear in the debates leading up to the changes in 
pre-2000 practices in the Free Church in 2010. Free 
Church office-bearers entering into the discussions 
which culminated in the ‘plenary’ Assembly in November 
2010 were to be considered as immune from discipline 
which would normally have been applied to anyone 
who, in terms of their ordination commitment, vowed 
to 'conform [himself] to the said worship, and submit 
[himself] to the said discipline and government of this 
Church, and not endeavour, directly or indirectly, the 
prejudice or subversion of the same'. In the event, by an 
Act of the Free Church plenary Assembly in 2010, the 
previous position on worship was effectively swept aside 
at a stroke. The whole issue raised questions, not only 
about the content and manner of sung praise in worship, 
but also the binding nature of ordination vows in the 
Church. The point was, indeed, inescapable: if office-
bearers within the Church can no longer affirm their 
vows in relation to worship issues then they should go 
elsewhere and attach themselves to a Church more in 
line with their conflicting views, and not seek to impose 

'Strict adherence to ordination 
vows is necessary in maintaining the 
witness and testimony of a church 

with integrity.'
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  CENTRAL     ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
        BUILDING FUND 2014 2014 2013 
  YTD 2014 Mar      To Mar    To Mar
      
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  0 1,300 3,900 5,549
Duthil-Dores  0 2,112 4,603 7,710
Inverness   0 2,000 6,000 6,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 4,800 5,162
Total Inverness   0 6,812 19,303 24,421
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  146 0 549 673
Brora   0 1,000 3,000 5,208
Kiltearn   0 800 1,800 2,122
Tarbat   0 1,000 4,500 2,913
Total Northern  146 2,800 9,849 10,916
     
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   220 304 1,530 2,243
Ayr   0 0 1,800 2,853
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  235,000 1,500 4,500 10,174
Glasgow - Partick  0 1,800 5,800 9,705
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 0 3,800 8,880
Glasgow - Knightswood 95 2,555 6,205 8,762
Rothesay   0 0 0 0
Total  Southern  235,315 6,159 23,635 42,616
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 2,090 8,582 5,834
Harris - Leverburgh  105 1,250 3,625 5,277
Harris - Scalpay  0 1,900 5,700 8,071
Knock & Point  0 885 2,760 3,601
North Uist  705 600 1,800 3,893
Stornoway  1,611 17,468 30,585 19,516
Total Outer Hebrides 2,421 24,193 53,052 46,193
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  0 1,000 4,358 3,833
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 2,000 2,000 1,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 0 1,950 3,850 4,973
Lochalsh   80 1,350 3,850 4,060
Poolewe & Aultbea  167 1,565 2,465 4,003
Ullapool   0 0 0 0
Portree   0 2,400 3,600 5,686
Snizort   0 1,300 3,900 6,875
Strath   20 260 785 2,360
Total Skye/Lochcarron 267 11,825 24,808 33,291
     
Total Congregations  238,149 51,789 130,647 157,435

Other Donations   491 1,783 10,264 5,025
Legacy    0 0 0
     
TOTAL   238,640 53,572 140,911 162,461
Including Gift Aid  0 0 0 49,209

Congregational Remittances - March 2014

changes on those who wish to maintain the historic 
position. 

(6) Discipline should not be exercised 
arbitrarily or in a merely authoritarian way 
Dependence upon the headship of Christ brings caution, 
but not necessarily indecisiveness, to the discipline within 
a church. Discipline is a mark at least of the well-being 
of a Christian church. But there is a difference between 
Biblical discipline and the oppression by a majority 
of a minority. That may well involve the church in 
mere authoritarianism (ie acting magisterially). A church 
ought always to act ministerially under Christ and be 
extremely cautious of acting with a high hand simply on 
the basis of a majority of votes in some dispute. Thus, the 
events leading up to the division of 2000 did not reflect 
well upon the majority in the Church Courts which 
became intolerant of the pleadings of the minority for 
righteousness to be seen to be done in the Church. 
Majorities should normally be respected, but it should 
always be recognized that there are issues that are not 
to be suppressed by bare majority. The church should 
not act arbitrarily in its exercise of discipline but be 
vigilant in preserving the genuine rights of those who 
dissent and continue to dissent from disputed actions 
arising within church courts, assuming there is a genuine 
difference of judgment on the issues involved. 

At the heart of the Christian faith is not just sound 
doctrine and Word-sanctioned praise, but heart religion, 
what was once called experimental Christianity. If there 
is not real heart-devotion to Christ, real dependence 
upon Him day by day in the life and in the church, a 
church will languish and fade in power. This experiential 
religion of historic Calvinism needs to be rediscovered in 
our day. At the heart is recognition of the Headship – the 
sovereignty – of the Lord Jesus Christ as the God-man 
Mediator at the right hand of the Father (Heb.1:1-3; 7:25; 
Mt.28:18-20). The church in the world should always live 
as under the eye of God; as answerable to Him (Rom.14: 
10-12; 2Cor.5:9-11). A study of church history ought 
always to stir the heart to repentance and to throw us 
back upon devotion to Christ as Saviour and Lord. And 
in all this we need the power, presence and quickening of 
the Holy Spirit whom He sent, proceeding from Father 
and Son (Jn.14:16-18; 16:7ff). This perspective acts as a 
warning to any church to act according to Christ’s will 
and not out of mere authoritarianism or party spirit. 
At the same time faithfulness to Christ must be the 
byword, with personal religion consistent with His living 
Word. This, indeed, is the hope of the church, and it is 
a living hope through grace, involving present devotion 
and future anticipation and expectation concerning His 
coming again, 'to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from 
the wrath to come' (1Thess.1:10). 

Continued from previous page



MAY 2014 ISSUE 19

Greetings from Covenant College! Hopefully this overdue 
update will fill you in on how the Lord blessed us in 2013 

and how you can be praying for Covenant College during this 
new academic year. 

I  Covenant College
Last year we saw the Lord’s provision as we were blessed 
with a number of visiting lecturers to help with the teaching. 
During the second term (July-October), we welcomed Rev 
Tim Broberg from the USA, Pastor Wilson Kamanga from 
Copperbelt Province in Zambia, Rev Allan Murray from 
Scotland and Rev Johannes Aucamp from South Africa. Each of 
these men has assisted in filling a vital need here at the College, 
by providing sound Biblical teaching to our students at a time 
when we do not have enough full-time teachers. 
While our family was in Scotland anticipating the imminent 
arrival of our third child, Covenant College held its 11th 
graduation ceremony on 4 October. There was a large 
graduating class - nine students finished their studies. We pray 
that the Lord will continue to bless each of these men with 
guidance and a strong foundation in His Word as they minister 
for Him. After the graduation ceremony, Covenant College 
closed as it always does during October-January. This allows 
our students to return to their homes where they are busy 
caring for their crops during the rainy season. 

Term Break 
Our family was away from Covenant College from 2nd 
September until 2nd January. Our time in the UK was very 
full and very enjoyable and we felt the Lord’s hand of blessing 
on us in all the contacts we were able to make on behalf of 
Covenant College. We were able to visit a large number of 
our own congregations within the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing). In November and December we had the 
opportunity to travel through Northern Ireland, Wales, and 
England to visit other churches which expressed interest in 
the work of Covenant College Zambia Trust. We would like 
to convey our deep gratitude to all those who gave us a place 
to stay, prayed for the work, donated funds and welcomed us 
into their local church families. It is truly a privilege to be able 
to represent the College and see prayers answered for more 
support coming in from Reformed churches worldwide. 

II  Family News 
We delight in the Lord’s goodness to us in the safe arrival of 
our second son, Titus Tyndale Lachman, who was born on the 
Isle of Lewis, Scotland on 7th October. Our three children are 
healthy and thriving. Elijah (3) is developing an enthusiasm for 
working outside with our gardener Reuben and ‘helping’ the 
College handyman, Nelson, fixing bicycles. Ketzia (2) is quite a 
bookworm and likes colouring, but she does get herself into 
‘scrapes’ such as the fall into the side of the sandbox which 
resulted in one stitch over her left eyebrow. Titus (nearly 5 
months) is scooting himself through the house in his baby 
walker, having discovered that this new form of locomotion 
puts many interesting things within his reach! The children have 
begun learning to bake with Katie who is preparing to start 

selling homemade baked goods in town to benefit Covenant 
College and particularly our Women’s Ministry. Our compound 
is beginning to resemble a menagerie, with two dogs, a growing 
number of chickens, and now our housecat Jess! 

III  2014 Academic Year 
The first term of 2014 began on 4th February. We have 
welcomed eight new students and our student body now 
numbers twenty. It is always such a special time when the 
students begin arriving and the College comes back to life after 
three months of inactivity. Please pray for our new students 
Yoronimo, Peter C, Tedson, Mike, Peter D, Samuel, Bernard, and 
Festo. This year is also the first year that Covenant College 
management is fully implementing the new course structure 
for our Certificate-level students. The new course structure 
for our Diploma-level students is still under review. 
This term, David and Rev Charles Zulu are both teaching 
fulltime, and pastors Lovemore Banda (Acting Principal), Cyrus 
Miti and Aaron Banda are teaching part-time. We are looking 
forward to the visits of Pastor David Wegener who is a PCA 
missionary serving in Zambia, Rev Andrew Allan from Scotland 
and Rev Johannes Aucamp back from South Africa who will all 
be teaching courses at Covenant College this term. Mr Allan 
and Mr Aucamp are both Trustees and will be present for the 
annual Trust meeting in April. 

THANKSGIVING
• We praise the Lord for each individual and church who 
assures us of their faithful prayer support for Covenant 
College. The Lord hears and answers these prayers! 
• We praise the Lord for all those who have given funds for 
Covenant College. Without these donations to cover operating 
costs, Covenant College would be in financial difficulty. 
• We thank the Lord for blessing us with the safe arrival of our 
precious baby boy Titus who is thriving and for sustaining the 
rest of our family in good health and strength. 
• We thank the Lord for bringing us eight new students and 
pray that these men would be moulded more and more into 
the image of Christ during their time here at Covenant College 
and prosper in the light of the truth of His Word. 
• We thank the Lord for each man who will be teaching 
at the College this term and pray for truth, edification and 
reformation in this place. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
• Please pray for the rains to continue for an adequate amount 
of time so that there would be a good harvest this year. The 
people in our province, including our students, are dependent 
upon their crops for their livelihood. 
• Please pray for continued health and strength for all staff 
and students. We especially ask your prayers for David as he is 
feeling the weight of the administrative responsibilities and for 
a number of students who are suffering from physical ailments 
such as ulcers and malaria. 
• Please pray that the Lord would provide someone to join 
the team here as a full-time administrator so that the teachers 
would be free to focus their energies fully on teaching and 
mentoring the students. 
• Please pray for our colleague Marjanne who leads the 
Christian Education Ministry as part of CCZT. She was in the 
Netherlands for the holidays with her family when her mother 
was diagnosed with cancer. Please pray for Marjanne and her 
family as her mother undergoes treatment.

Update from Zambia
Rev David Lachman



“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for 

an habitation of God through the Spirit.”

Ephesians 2:19-22
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