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John writes: ‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins’ (1Jn.4:10). Propitiation is an 

expression of God’s love and central to the mission of 
Christ. But what exactly is propitiation? It is not a word 
commonly used in everyday speech. A dictionary defines 
it as follows: ‘Propitiation is a means of turning away 
wrath by an offering’. An offended wife may be pacified 
by presenting her with a large bouquet of flowers. In 
theology, propitiation may be defined as placating or 
satisfying the wrath of God by the atoning sacrifice of 
Christ. It is vital to the gospel. 

Our Need of Propitiation
When God first created man propitiation was unnecessary 
because man was perfect and at peace with God who 
periodically visited the garden and had fellowship with 
him. God had made a covenant of works with man which 
promised life upon the condition of perfect obedience. 
However, the moment Adam sinned and the covenant 
was broken God was offended and angry and the curse of 
a broken covenant rested upon our first parents and not 
just upon them but on us also, because the covenant made 
with Adam was not just for himself but for his posterity. 
That original sin was imputed to every descendant, so 
that in God’s eyes we are regarded as having sinned in 
Adam and fallen with him. For this reason we are sinners 
under the wrath of God even before we are born and 
take any actual decision for ourselves. Also, the effect of 
Adam’s first sin, and the divine wrath which followed, 
was that our first parents, and we with them, fell into 
a state of sin and misery. Sin became easy and natural. 
Very quickly this became obvious in human history so 
that Scripture says, ‘God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’ (Gen.6:5). 
The earth was quickly so defiled by the sin of man that 
God determined to destroy it with a flood. Following 
that devastation, Noah offered an atoning sacrifice to 
God who made a covenant of grace with man: ‘And the 
Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for 
man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth’ (Gen.8:21). The heart of everyone of us by 
nature is evil: ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?’ (Jer.17:9).
God is a holy God and hates sin. Justice is an essential 

part of His nature. He must punish sin. Some countries 
like Somalia are lawless. There the government, such as 
it is, turns a blind eye to crimes, violence and corruption. 
God’s kingdom cannot be like that. Crime (sin) will not be 
tolerated. Nothing unclean or impure will enter heaven. 
Because of sin, original and actual, all men are under the 
wrath and curse of God and even the elect are described 
in their unconverted state as ‘children of wrath, even as 
others’ (Eph.2:3). Satan and his demonic followers were 
the first to rebel against God and He has prepared a 
hell for them. Interestingly no saviour was provided 
for them and no second chance given. Mankind having 
sided with Satan is condemned to punishment in that 
place ‘prepared for the devil and his angels’ (Mt.25:41). 
Our one original sin deserves that damnation and our 
constant transgressions since we were born multiply 
our guilt and demand our punishment. Thankfully God 
provides a propitiation for us.

One who Designed Propitiation
The best known verse in the Bible tells us who designed 
propitiation: ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life’ (Jn.3:16). It is 
God’s plan and His covenant of grace. Writing in his first 
epistle, John makes the amazing statement: ‘God is love’ 
(1Jn.4:8). Of no mere human, even the most loving, could 
that be said. God’s love is so great that He gave His 
Son to be a propitiation 
for us, to suffer and to 
die on our behalf. God loved the world which, as B 
B Warfield put it, is the very opposite of Himself, His 
hell-deserving enemies. He tells us: ‘Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him’ (1Jn.2:15). 
Here we have God’s immeasurable love – the length, the 
breadth, the height and the depth of it cannot be told. 
‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ 
(1Jn4:10). For us to love God should not be difficult. 
His character is beautiful and His providence generous. 
He is good and does good constantly. But for God to 
love rebels like us, filthy and ugly because of our sin, is 
amazing. It is not the Son forcing the Father’s hand to 
show mercy to us but rather the Father sending the 
Son to work out salvation for us at great personal cost. 
‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself ’ 
(2Cor.5:19).

The Propitiation
As we noted, propitiation is turning away the wrath of 
God by the atoning sacrifice of Christ. At its heart is 
the substitutionary suffering of our Saviour. Adam’s sins 
had been imputed to us and we have added our own 
actual iniquity. We are ‘a transgressor from the womb’ 

Propitiation

The Fig Tree (Mark 11)
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(Is.48:8). Our sins are imputed to Christ and He suffers 
the punishment that was due to us. ‘Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed’ (1Pet.2:24). This verse could 
more accurately be translated ‘to the tree’. He took our 
sins to the tree and dealt with them there. On that cross 
he suffered all that divine justice required so that our 
sins would be blotted out and cast into the bottom of 
the sea, never to be found again (Mic.7:19).
Propitiation was first taught in Genesis 3. In that chapter 
not only is the Saviour’s coming announced as the seed 
of the woman who will bruise the serpent’s head but 
also we are told about God making clothes of animal 
skins to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. They 
were not shamefully naked before one another. The 
marriage bed is not a place of shame but honourable 
(Heb.13:4). However they were naked before God as 
guilty sinners. Animals had to be sacrificed and killed to 
provide the clothing. These animals were types of Christ. 
The covering of the blood of Christ turns away God’s 
wrath. Abel by faith offered a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, a firstling of the flock to die (Heb.11:4). 
God commanded Abraham to offer up his son Isaac 
as a sacrifice and, when Abraham showed himself 
obedient, He provided a propitiation, a ram which was a 
foreshadowing of His own Son whom God spared not 
at Calvary. Isaiah is given a wonderful vision of the Son 
of God as a propitiation: ‘But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed’ (Is.53:5).
On the cross, our sin being imputed to Christ, He 
suffered our hell, the punishment due to us for our sins, 
and now His righteousness is imputed to us. We who 
were the children of the devil have become the children 
of God and instead of hell we have heaven before us. 
Look at that cross; there you see the Son of God in 

human nature burdened with our sins. You see divine 
justice pouring upon Him the wrath and curse of God. 
The Lamb is pressed to the limits of His endurance till 
He cries ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being 
interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?’ (Mk.15:34). Innocent and spotless, he is made 
sin and endured hell on the cross. The full sentence 
is carried out ‘dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return’ (Gen.3:19). ‘Behold my servant, whom I uphold; 
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 
Spirit upon him’ (Is.42:1). He needed to be strengthened 
and it was ‘through the eternal Spirit’ that He ‘offered 
himself without spot to God’ (Heb.9:14).
One more picture may help. The NT Greek word for 
‘mercy seat’ is closely related to the word translated 
‘propitiation’. It was the golden cover of the ark of the 
testimony in which were kept the two tables of stone 
on which were written the ten commandments. This 
was at the very heart of Old Testament worship. The law 
demands to be obeyed. God’s presence symbolically sat 
upon the ark and God is a God of justice. However on 
the day of atonement in Israel, once every year, two goats 
were taken. Aaron laid his hands on the head of the first 
goat and confessed the sins of the people, symbolically 
transferring them onto the goat. He then killed the 
goat as a sin offering and took its blood and went into 
the Holy of Holies in the Temple and sprinkled it upon 
the covering of the ark. What had been the judgment 
seat becomes the mercy seat. The transgressions of 
the law are covered by the blood of the sacrifice which 
symbolises the blood of Christ. The other goat is then 
taken and the sins of the people confessed as the high 
priest lays his hands on its head too. It is then led out 
into the wilderness to a land of God-forsakenness, 
far away and let loose. ‘As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us’ (Ps.103:12). ‘Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered’ (Ps.32:1). God’s wrath is 

"He killed the goat as a sin offering and took its blood 
and went into the Holy of Holies in the Temple and 
sprinkled it upon the covering of the ark. What had 

been the judgment seat becomes the mercy seat. The 
transgressions of the law are covered by the blood of 

the sacrifice which symbolises the blood of Christ.
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Having begun with an examination of Romans 1 we then 
observed how its truth has played out in the development of 
British culture. It is proper that we conclude by drawing some 
practical lessons for Christians living in such a society. 

Application to the Church

As Christians we should not forget that God is in 
complete control of history and He has appointed 
the 21st century to be as it presently is and that 

we should live and witness to His truth in this day and 
age. Our calling in good days and bad remains the same: 
to labour to see the kingdom of God come and His will 
being done on earth as it is in heaven. To this end the 
following points of application are vital.

1 . The church must unashamedly 
preach the full orbed Gospel of the 
glory of the Transcendent God
In a culture that seeks the Transcendent elsewhere, or 
tries to feed its spiritual craving with the buzz of constant 
distraction, we must bring men face to face with the 
glory of the one true God and His authority over them. 
The correct diagnosis of the human condition is a mercy 
the church needs to extend to a broken culture. Men 
must learn that their real problem is alienation from God 
and the only solution is to have that relationship restored 

through Jesus Christ. This alone can satisfy the longing of 
the human heart and all the inquiry of the mind.
In striving to do this, Christians should never succumb 
to social pressure compelling them to dilute the message 
of the Gospel. Although our culture has abandoned 
‘absolute’ truth claims we must nevertheless confront 
men, in love, with the absolute claims of Christ in the 
Gospel. There can be no dilution, nor must there be any 
attempt to hoodwink men into the church with another 
Gospel, a feel-good message to cheer people up and help 
them with problems in this life only. We preach the Word 
of God with its bold declaration of God’s Sovereignty, 
man’s need and God’s answer to that need. When Jesus 
says in John 14:6 ‘I am the way’ he means the only way 
men can know God. When He says ‘I am the truth’ he 
means He is the absolute truth. When he says ‘I am the 
life’ he means all human existence lived in separation 
from Him is death. 
In a society like ours where such a worldview prevails, 
there is a mass of uncertainty and meaninglessness 
which presents an opportunity to the church to preach 
the Gospel. In the midst of all the uncertainty is hidden 
a deep longing for the meaning and certainty that only 
the declaration of the absolute claims of the Gospel can 
address. As Curt Lovelace says, ‘Seeking some kind of 

Romans I and the 
Collapse of the Culture, Part II

Rev Gavin Beers

turned away and our iniquities are covered forever from 
view: ‘I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions 
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins’ 
(Is.43:25).

Conclusion
Steve Chalke, a prominent Baptist minister and charity 
worker, claims to be an evangelical yet rejects propitiation 
as ‘cosmic cruelty’. He demonstrates his total lack of 
understanding of the holiness and justice of God, of the 
seriousness of sin and the sinfulness of man, of the glory 
of Christ and His finished work and of the riches and 
freeness of the gospel. Evangelicalism in the past meant 
accepting the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and 

the substitutionary suffering and propitiatory work of 
Christ. It was the liberals of the late nineteenth century 
who opposed these things and despite Chalke belonging 
to the Evangelical Alliance he is nothing more than an 
old-fashioned liberal.
This wonderful provision is ours through faith in Christ. 
‘Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God’ (Rom.5:1-2). 
The amazing gospel, the glad tidings of great joy, freely 
offers this salvation to all who will believe. The God who 
is angry with sinners every day, promises to be at peace 
with all who trust in Christ. But who will believe?
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spiritual fulfillment, men and women are casting about 
trying to find some good news’.
It is therefore a time for the church to preserve and 
preach that Good News by holding fast to the inspiration 
and authority of the Bible and confessing the faith set 
down in the creedal statements given to us through 
many generations. It is no time to give these up.

2 . Understand the Culture and 
Export our Worldview
As the philosophical shift and theological surrender 
was taking place in the 19th and 20th centuries and a 
corresponding decline was seen in all aspects of culture, 
Evangelicals did not respond well. As the institutions of 
society were becoming increasingly ungodly in character, 
many Christians decided withdrawal was the best policy 
but this only accelerated the decline. Our main social 
institutions were left in the hands of unbelievers while 
evangelicals adopted a siege mentality and retreated into 
their own small cultural ghettos, shunning most cultural 
pursuit and social involvement as ‘worldly’.
If we take art as one example, from the early 20th 
century it was clear to Christians that something was 
terribly wrong. The abstractions of artists like Pablo 
Picasso were revealing a worldview in turmoil and 
modern art was becoming non-art. Yet it was not until 
the 1970s and Hans Rookmaaker’s Modern Art and the 
Death of a Culture, that an evangelical publisher offered 
any critique of the demise. Meanwhile the enemies of 
the truth were exporting their worldview and taking 
over the culture.
We must stop our cultural retreat. As we do so we do 
not wish to become obsessed with ‘culture’ as some 
have done. Nor do we want to let the culture shape us 
as others have done. Our aim must be Biblical, then we 
will desire to understand the culture and seek by our 
Christian life and influence to bring it into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ (2Cor.10:3-5). We ought to be 

like the men of Issachar who understood the times and 
knew what Israel ought to do (1Chron.12:32). Instead 
of continuing our retreat we need to get out into our 
depraved society and let our light shine in every area 
of life. As Chuck Colson and Nancy Pearcey write: 
‘We must be men and women who will dare to wrest 
Christianity free from its fortress mentality, its sanctuary 
stronghold, and establish it again as the great life system 
and cultural force that acknowledges the Creator as 
sovereign over all’.
It might be hard to believe, but for this reason Christians 
are the most important people in British society. God 
has not commissioned us to wait for heaven, hiding 
under a bushel. Nor has He sent us to take moral sniper 
shots at the big issues like homosexuality and abortion, 
before retreating to our bunkers again. We are to take 
the field in the whole of life and live to the glory of God 
so this culture of ours can see a Biblical counter-culture 
and steps are taken to restore a social order that is 
ordained by God and enjoys His blessing.

3 . Expect Persecution but trust in 
God’s Power
If we as Christians live and preach as outlined above, in 
a culture like ours, we can expect persecution. Modern 
society prides itself on being liberal, multi-cultural, 
inclusive and tolerant but the one thing it appears 
incapable of tolerating is Christianity with its absolute 
truth claims and principles of universal morality. As a 
consequence the faithful church and Christian who fulfil 
their calling in this environment are destined to meet 
increasing persecution. We are already beginning to see 
more of this. Legislation in Scotland against sectarianism 
will seek also to silence Christians on the ground of 
incitement to religious hatred. Attempts are being made 
to force churches to comply with equal opportunity 
employment laws; Christian guesthouse owners have 
been prosecuted for denying a room in their house to 
a homosexual couple. All this may only be the first signs 
of much worse to come.
The church however has been this way before, not least 

"The abstractions of artists were revealing a 
worldview in turmoil and modern art was becoming 
non-art. Yet it was not until Rookmaaker’s Modern 
Art and the Death of a Culture, that an evangelical 

publisher offered any critique of the demise. 
Meanwhile the enemies of the truth were exporting 

their worldview and taking over the culture."
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in the period of the Roman Empire when she endured 
successive waves of the most violent persecution for 
her faithfulness to Christ. When one reads the history 
of those times one might hastily conclude that the 
Roman Empire was a most intolerant society. In fact, the 
opposite was the case. Gene Veith, in his helpful book, 
Postmodern Times, gives the true character of that culture: 
‘The Roman Empire was to say the least a pluralistic 
society. Though they had lost their ancient virtues, 
Romans were supremely tolerant. The only people they 
could not tolerate were the Christians’.
Why then were Christians so obnoxious to Rome? Were 
they a militant group of revolutionaries who precipitated 
civil unrest? Did they refuse the responsibilities of 
citizens or evade their duties to pay taxes? It was for 
none of these reasons they attracted the wrath of the 
empire. Rather as Veith says: ‘One of the main reasons 
the early Christians were persecuted so cruelly was 
that they claimed to possess exclusive truth’. It was not 
because Christians were religious, nor even because 
they worshipped Christ as God that they faced wild 
beasts and the fires of persecution. It was because they 
would not worship the Emperor as well as Christ, or 
give legitimacy to other religions, that they were marked 
for martyrdom. They were a people who had the 
conviction to preach and live out the principles of God’s 

absolute truth and many of them died for the truth they 
professed. I will not go so far as to say that Christians 
will be killed for their faith in the near future in the 
United Kingdom, but I will say that the church should 
prepare itself for an intensification of persecution against 
her as the price of preaching and living the Christian life 
in this culture.
While facing up to this solemn reality we must also be 
encouraged to live in faith, and hope that we possess the 
answer to Britain’s present demise. It was into a culture 
as bad as ours and worse that the early church went out 
to witness, and with the blessing of God, they turned the 
ancient world upside down (Acts 17:6). We began with 
an explanation of Romans 1 as Paul set out to convince 
the world of sin. Yet he did this to show the importance 
of the main theme of that chapter stated in vv16-17 
and expounded in the rest of his epistle: ‘For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek’.
Romans 1 tells us how and why our culture has 
collapsed. More importantly it tells us how our culture 
can be transformed again. Preach the Gospel and live 
the Gospel and the wilderness of British society can 
blossom as the rose again.

Books

Sa m u e l 
R u t h e r f o r d 
was born 

around 1600 
in Nisbet , 
Roxburghshire. In 
1621 he graduated 

MA at the University of Edinburgh. Such was the 
greatness of his learning that he was appointed Professor 
of Humanity there in 1623. He relinquished his post 
there in 1627 to be ordained Minister of Anwoth, by the 
Solway. It was said of him that ‘he was always praying, 
always studying, always preaching, always visiting’. In 1636 
he was ejected from his charge at Anwoth by the local 
bishops because of his opposition to their Arminian 
doctrines. (Arminianism is a heresy which attributes the 
sinner’s salvation primarily to the power of man’s will and 

not God’s will.) For this he was banished to Aberdeen 
where he remained until 1638 when the signing of the 
National Covenant restored the crown rights in Scotland 
to Christ and re-established the Presbyterian church 
government. Rutherford was immediately appointed 
Professor of Divinity at the University of St. Andrews 
and in this capacity attended the Westminster Assembly 
as one of the Scots commissioners. Rutherford died in 
St. Andrews in 1661, just when the bloody persecution 
of the covenanted church in Scotland began.
Rutherford has always been regarded as a great and 
godly lover of Christ. ‘Christ is the outset, the master-
flower, the uncreated garland of heaven, the love and joy 
of men and angels’. It was said of him that he dreamed 
of Christ. ‘I wait on the shore until the Lord sends a full 
sea... but even to dream of Him is sweet’. Christ was the 
centre of the universe; all things were made by Him and 

Samuel Rutherford on the Spiritual Life, 
Part I

Rev James Clark
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for Him. He described himself as ‘made of extremes’. His 
soul would take soaring flights of spiritual communion 
but there were also complaints of bitter ‘soul-sickness’ 
upon felt absences of Christ. If he were not with Christ 
all the time in his heart he was pained in his spirit. ‘And 
then for cause of absence my troubled heart I scanned’. 
He was also a vehement opponent of any doctrine which 
disparaged the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. These 
extremes were the effects of love.
Such was Rutherford’s soaring spirituality that the 
subtitle of the first edition of Rutherford’s Letters was 
Joshua Redivivus, ie Joshua Returned (from spying out the 
promised land). The heavenly experience recognised in 
these Letters moved the editor, Robert McWard, to give 
this subtitle to suggest that Rutherford’s heart had been 
much in heaven from where he brought back tidings to 
the people still travelling in the wilderness. 
The nearer to Christ we live the more light we have 
to see Him and also in His light to see ourselves. The 
experience of the godly echoes the longing of Rutherford, 
‘Sin, sin, sin, this body of sin and corruption embittereth 
and poisoneth all our enjoyments. Oh that I were home 
where I shall sin no more’. The knowledge of sin is an 
important factor in the spiritual life; it keeps us humble 
and near the Saviour. ‘I find it hard to be a Christian’, says 
Rutherford. Travelling to heaven is a great struggle. ‘There 
is no little thrusting and pushing to get in at heaven’s 
gates’. Rutherford did not agree with so many nowadays 
who think that all their striving and wrestling is over 
at conversion. The New Testament speaks of watching, 
giving heed, running the race, striving and agonising, 
pressing forward, reaching forth and crying to God in 
relation to God’s saints after conversion. 

The Love of Christ
This love is the foundation of our salvation. We love Him 

because He first loved us and gave Himself for us. He also 
gave those whom He saved a love for Himself; it is the 
fruit of His Spirit (Gal.5). It is the Spirit who teaches us 
the magnitude of this infinite, eternal and unchangeable 
love and its effects, drawing the new heart of God’s elect 
to Himself. Rutherford spent his life desiring to know 
more of this love. His prayer was that of Paul in Ephesians 
3:19. ‘Since he has looked upon me my heart is not my 
own, He has run away to heaven with it’. He loved much 
because he felt much forgiven (Luke 7:47). In the believer 
there is simultaneously a consciousness of sin and love 
to Christ; both usually proportional to one another. The 
soul of the believer is betrothed to Christ in marriage 
and therefore other suitors, eg the world, are given little 
attention in comparison. Christ is to be loved for Himself 
– not the gifts but the Beloved who sends them.
‘Our love to Him should begin on earth as it shall be in 
heaven; for the bride taketh not, by a thousand degrees, 
so much delight in her wedding garment as she doth in 
her bridegroom’. Such possession of the Bridegroom 
enables us to suffer losses; will restore all and with 
abundance. This love to Christ is the soul of self-denial 
and motivating purpose for holiness. It is the Spirit of 
Christ reflecting in the soul the image of the One gazed 
upon (2Cor.3:18). Rutherford did however warn the 
believer against ‘idolising comfort, sense, joy and sweet 
felt presence’. ‘I see that in delighting in a communion 
with Christ we make more gods than one’.
For Rutherford the essence of the Christian life was this 
spiritual relationship with Christ. During his banishment 
to Aberdeen he experienced much of Christ’s presence 
and comfort. Being in the midst of enemies and troubles 
does not necessarily hinder our communion with Christ 
or our spiritual growth. Like Daniel in hostile Babylon 
Rutherford grew spiritually in Aberdeen despite the 

"Rutherford questioned the 
state of those who never 
spent ‘a sick night for sin’ 

and argued that the lack of 
such experience proved they 
only had a ‘cheap conversion’. 
‘Such are nearest Christ who 
are always complaining of sin, 
and think themselves to be 

furthest from Him; for whole 
folks need not Christ, only 

those who are sick’."
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adverse circumstances, writing that ‘grace groweth best 
in winter’. In this connection he wrote of the danger 
of misconceptions of Christ’s ways with His own and 
longed continually for clearer views of Christ as ‘it was 
hard to see Christ in the storms’. There were ‘absences’ 
to be experienced and Rutherford sought in faith to find 
the loving reasons for this, and if reasons could not be 
found yet they existed, and so to hold fast to the fact 
of Christ’s unchangeable love to His people. Rutherford 
wrote that there were benefits in ‘desertions’; they have 
in them a ‘nourishing virtue’, eg the experience puts an 
edge on hunger and ‘gives faith the field ...to exercise its 
fingers in taking hold of what it does not see’. ‘I am a 
man often borne down and hungry, and waiting for the 
marriage supper of the Lamb’.
Love for Christ produces desires to communicate with 
Christ (prayer), to hear and trust what He has to say 
(faith) and to be like Him, and so finally to ‘see Him as 
He is’ (holiness). ‘Estimation produceth love, even the 
love of Christ; love is a great favourite and is much at 
court and dwelleth constantly with the King. To be much 
with Christ, especially in secret, late and early, and to 
give much time to converse with Christ, speaketh much 
love. And the love of Christ is of the same largeness and 
quantity with grace, for grace and love keep proportion 
one with another’.
Rutherford emphasised holiness, faith and prayer as the 
appointed means to stay near to Christ. ‘The means 
used are the Lord’s way of coming to us, and our way of 
coming to Him’.

Holiness
Rutherford wrote to a student, ‘If you would be a deep 
divine, I recommend to you sanctification. Fear Him and 
He will reveal His covenant to you’. This was Scriptural 
advice (Ps.25:9, 12, 14; Ps.119:100, John 7:17). If the 
study of Scripture is not with the purpose of holiness, 
of conformity to the image of Christ, then it will have 
no spiritual profit for the student. Nor is the pursuit of 
holiness an easy matter: ‘I know that it is our sin that we 
would have sanctification on the sunny side of the hill, 
and holiness with nothing but summer and no crosses 
at all’. Rutherford thought that Christ was ‘more to 
be loved for giving sanctification than justification for 
He makes us most like Himself in His own essential 
image in sanctifying us’ - though doubtless justification 
is a necessary preliminary in order to have communion 
with the sinner in the sanctifying process. Rutherford 
expresses his thought as a justified sinner desiring and 
trusting that Christ will make him more like Himself, 
and this He does in love. He describes sanctification 
as ‘seeking that which we lost in Adam at his Fall 
(Rom.3:23), ie the image of God’ and refers to Psalm 
24:6, Psalm 27:8 and Proverbs 2:4, 5. In sanctification the 
thoughts as well as the practices must be ‘transformed’ 

(Jer.4:14, Is.55:7, Rom.12:1, 2).
In sanctification we experience the self-inflicted wounds 
of sin on the conscience. This sensibility is a mark 
of grace. In this world we do not have the power to 
fulfil our desire not to sin (Rom.7:15-21, Gal.5:17). Sin 
interferes with the process between the willing and the 
practice. Rutherford questioned the state of those who 
never spent ‘a sick night for sin’ and argued that the 
lack of such experience proved they only had a ‘cheap 
conversion’. ‘Such are nearest Christ who are always 
complaining of sin, and think themselves to be furthest 
from Him; for whole folks need not Christ, only those 
who are sick’.
The Spirit uses the written Law of God to guide the 
new heart in ‘the paths of righteousness’. All those who 
are sanctified by the Lord, whose natures are being 
prepared for heaven, are ‘led’ this way. We must daily 
mortify sin for ‘watchful, strict and accurate walking 
with God’. ‘The believer, married to the second and 
better husband Christ, is not freed from the rule and 
directing power of the law to lead us in the ways of 
sanctification and holiness.... But not one word of the 
Old or New Testament frees us from the law as our 
rule of righteousness; and all the Scriptures that speak 
of our freedom from the law do directly speak of our 
freedom from the curse and condemnation of it, because 
we cannot be justified thereby, Galatians 3:10’.
Those who are born again, as the result of the Covenant 
of Grace, long for holiness. ‘Law and love are not 
contrary, as Antinomians do imagine. Christ has united, 
not only persons, but also graces and virtues – holy 
walking, as performed by that efficacious grace promised 
in the Covenant of Grace (Jer.31:33 & 32:38). There is 
no merit in this ‘holy walking’ – all the power to do so 
is drawn from Christ. Therefore the believer must be 
much in prayer. In his pursuit of holiness the believer 
will experience the resistance of sin (Romans 7) and 
thus repentance continues as a lifelong duty. He will 
also encounter opposition from the devil and engage in 
spiritual warfare.
Spiritual warfare is an aspect of sanctification – to fight 
against sin and the author of it. This is the ‘good fight 
of faith’ and the believer can only overcome through 
the power of God (2Cor.10:4). The same power which 
overcomes the dominion of sin at regeneration also 
enables the believer to battle against the rebellion of 
the heart and so enter into glory, free at last from sin’s 
polluting presence in the soul. One of the main purposes 
of the devil is to make you doubt of your union to Christ 
the Lord, just as he tempted the Lord Jesus to doubt 
His relationship to His Father –‘if Thou be the Son of 
God?’ ‘All that the devil would be at in his temptations 
is to make us doubt that Christ is ours. But never give 
it over when all is done, but evermore take Christ for 
thine.... Let the believer’s Christ be where He will, yet 
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News

When a settlement was 
reached with the local Free 

Church in Scalpay last summer, our 
congregation embarked upon a 
renovation project that transformed 
the church building. Along with 
painting the exterior and interior, 
new sound system (particularly 
helpful to the hard of hearing) 
new carpeting and pulpit coverings, 
there is now also a hall, kitchen 
and toilet which were formed by 

reducing the large worship area of 
the building, which nevertheless can 
still seat up to 250 people. Due to 
the voluntary work carried out by 
those who attend the congregation 
and their financial generosity, the 
purchase price of the building and 
all renovations, amounting to over 
£80,000, has been met without need 
to borrow any finance from the 
Church or outside sources. 
Our prayer continues to be that 

the Lord would continue to make 
himself known and have for Himself 
a strong faithful church in Scalpay.

Judge Disciplined for 
Supporting Marriage 

Christian Institute

High Court judge Sir Paul 
Coleridge has been disciplined 

for media comments he made in 
support of marriage – but he says 
the response is ‘disproportionate’. 

Scalpay Church Renovations
Rev Kenneth Macdonald
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The formal warning relates to his 
involvement in articles for The Times 
newspaper in December 2012 and 
for The Telegraph’s website last July. 
The Judicial Conduct Investigations 
Office (JCIO) – the official body that 
deals with judicial discipline – says 
the comments amount to ‘judicial 
misconduct’. Sir Paul, speaking about 
same-sex marriage, told The Times 
in 2012: ‘So much energy and time 
has been put into this debate for 0.1 
per cent of the population, when we 
have a crisis of family breakdown’. 
And in his Telegraph article the 
judge commented: ‘“Stability” is the 
name of the game and comparatively 
speaking that means marriage’.  Sir 
Paul has said he will retire early, partly 
because of the lack of support from 
some of his colleagues for his pro-
marriage beliefs. He says many agree 
with him, but won’t say so publicly: 
‘With one or two exceptions they 
have been very, if quietly, supportive’.
In 2012 the judge set up the 
Marriage Foundation, which aims 
to be a ‘national champion’ for the 
institution. Criticising the formal 
warning from the JCIO, Sir Paul 
said: ‘I strongly disagree with the 
overall conclusion of the JCIO, 
which underlies this announcement 
that my occasional comments on 
the huge social problem of family 
breakdown or my public support for 
the Marriage Foundation amounts to 
misconduct or brings the judiciary 
into disrepute. Indeed I think the 
contrary is true. My involvement 
with the work of the Marriage 
Foundation may indeed be unusual 

and unconventional for a judge, but I 
do not agree that that renders it, of 
itself, “incompatible with my judicial 
responsibilities”’.
We thank God for those who boldly 
stand out for Christian Marriage and 
we note with sadness how they face 
persecution  in this ‘Christian’ country.

Protections Rejected 
Christian Institute

MSPs considering a Bill to redefine 
marriage have voted down 

protections for public sector workers, 
charities and people considering 
adoption. Scotland for Marriage, 
which supports traditional marriage, 
said warnings about the Marriage 
and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill 
were being ignored. The organisation 
said it was encouraged by the level 
of support the protections attracted 
but it was ‘disappointing’ they were 
not passed. ‘The warnings about 
problems the legislation is going to 
cause are not being listened to. The 
Scottish Government is in cloud 
cuckoo land if it doesn’t believe 
these changes are necessary’, said a 
spokesman for the group – which 
has over 50,000 supporters.
These new laws are going to lead to 
persecution.

Government should 
curb Betting 

Christian Institute

The Government should act 
to clamp down on high-stake 

betting machines, dubbed the ‘crack 
cocaine’ of gambling, three local 
authorities say. Fareham Council, 

Brighton and Hove City Council 
and Preston Council have all voted 
- to call on the Government to 
take action on fixed-odds betting 
terminals (FOBTs) which allow 
gamblers to bet up to £100 every 20 
seconds. Both Fareham and Preston 
Council are urging the Government 
to reduce the stakes on FOBTs to £2, 
a restriction campaigners say should 
have been brought in through recent 
amendments to gambling machine 
laws. Leader of Fareham Council 
Sean Woodward said: ‘I acted many 
years ago to remove the scourge 
of slot machines from Fareham’s 
chip shops, takeaways and other 
premises where children could use 
them unsupervised. Now we have 
the march into betting shops of the 
FOBTs where up to £100 can be 
bet every 20 seconds. They are the 
crack cocaine of gambling. I very 
much hope our government will 
act to bring down the stake to £2 
per go’, he added. Brighton Council 
also unanimously voted to call on 
the Government to take action on 
FOBTs.
All gambling is wrong and destructive to 
the individual and to family life but these 
addictive machines are disastrous.

Pray for the 
persecuted church 

E Kendal

We know that multitudes of 
Christians are suffering severe 

persecution and great hardship. 
In Syria, those who have survived 
last year’s deadly violence now 
have to survive another freezing 

Desk
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winter without access to heating or medication. In 
such conditions, escaping pneumonia can be just as 
difficult as escaping jihadis, bullets or shrapnel (which is 
becoming more difficult as the al-Nusrah Front is now 
systematically targeting Christian villages). In the Central 
African Republic (CAR), Christians displaced by Seleka 
terror may have found refuge in church compounds or 
jungles, but they are dying of malaria for want of nets 
and medication. In mid-November the Government 
of Sudan escalated its genocidal campaign against the 
predominantly Christian non-Arab Africans of the Nuba 
Mountains  with a vow to ‘eliminate rebel groups’ by 
‘the end of next summer’. Because of insecurity some 
165,000 Nuba children will not receive their polio 
vaccinations. In Iran, Eritrea, Pakistan, Nigeria, Indonesia 
and Egypt Christians wonder what terror might await 
them - a police raid, a bombing, a massacre, a pogrom? 
Will those in prison receive extra aggression? 
We know that many Christians hold grave fears for what 
awaits them in 2014. In India, the results of four provincial 
State elections held in November-December have been 
announced. The Hindu nationalist BJP is growing in 
strength. The results bode ill for India’s Christians. Many 
Christians in the Philippines hold grave fears too, as the 
government of President Aquino lurches closer to a peace 
deal with the separatist, jihadist Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front. If achieved, the deal will establish a MILF-ruled 
sub-state on Mindanao which will trigger conflict with 
dissenting groups. Three of four annexes have now 
been signed and the parties want the final annex on 
‘normalisation’ (which will deal with rebel disarmament) 
signed by the end of January 2014. Will MILF jihadists  be 
absorbed into the police force?  
Christians in Iraq are deeply concerned about the 
escalating sectarian violence tearing their country apart. 
Some  only returned to northern Iraq last year, having 
been forced out of their refuges in Syria. The Islamic State 
of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS: ‘al-Sham’ Syria) is carving out a 
base across the north of both states; their fight is set to 
escalate in 2014. What might 2014 hold for Afghanistan? 
What might 2014 hold for North Korea? 
Let us be much in  prayer for the persecuted church.

Belgian Senate votes for 
Euthanasia of children 

Christian Concern

The Belgian Senate has voted in favour of an 
alarming bill that would give children the right 

to seek euthanasia.  The vote was 50-17 in favour 
of the proposal  which will now go to the House of 
Representatives for further scrutiny. If this bill is enacted 
in law, a twelve-year-old child could decide on life or 
death without the consent of his or her parent(s).
Governments should be working to protect life not to destroy 
it.

Netherlands Support for 
Euthanasia 
Christian Concern

A poll claiming one-in-five Dutch citizens now favour 
extending euthanasia for elderly people who are 

‘tired of living’ shows the horror and danger of ‘legislation 
drift’, according to Andrew Marsh, Campaigns Director 
for Christian Concern. ‘This poll can’t be taken as 
a definitive measure of Dutch public opinion but it 
highlights why vigilance and determination is needed in 
the battle against euthanasia and the  truth about it told’, 
Andrew said. He went on to explain: ‘Euthanasia is already 
decriminalised in some circumstances in The Netherlands 
but according to this poll, 21% support extending that to 
include older people who have simply had enough of life. 
If that happened, if would put huge pressure on some of 
the most vulnerable in society but it would also further 
cheapen the value society puts on the gift of life. All of us 
are made in the image of God and precious in His sight. 
Life is not something that we may simply ‘switch off ’. ‘In 
the face of pressure to do so, the kind and truthful thing 
to do, even in hard cases, is to protect and preserve the 
dignity of human life’.
God alone gives life and he alone has the right to take it 
away.

Arbroath Young People’s 
Weekend 

The next Young People’s Weekend Away will take 
place God willing in Arbroath from Friday 7th 

February to Monday 10th February 2014. The speaker 
will be the Rev James Gracie, minister of Edinburgh 
Free Church (Continuing). The subject is ‘Our Path 
to Glory’. Application forms can be obtained from 
Neil Smith, Email: nmds2011@gmail.com.
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‘Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice’ (1Sam.15:22)

Saul had been commanded to slay utterly all the 
Amalekites and their cattle. Instead of doing so, he 

preserved the king, and suffered his people to take the 
best of the oxen and of the sheep. When called to account 
for this, he declared that he did it with a view of offering 
sacrifice to God; but Samuel met him at once with the 
assurance that sacrifices were no excuse for an act of 
direct rebellion. The sentence before us is worthy to be 
printed in letters of gold, and to be hung up before the 
eyes of the present idolatrous generation, who are very 
fond of the fineries of will-worship, but utterly neglect 
the laws of God. Be it ever in your remembrance, that 
to keep strictly in the path of your Saviour’s command is 
better than any outward form of religion; and to hearken 
to His precept with an attentive ear is better than to bring 
the fat of rams, or any other precious thing to lay upon 

His altar. If you are failing to keep the least of Christ’s 
commands to His disciples, I pray you be disobedient 
no longer. All the pretensions you make of attachment 
to your Master, and all the devout actions which you 
may perform, are no recompense for disobedience. ‘To 
obey’, even in the slightest and smallest thing, ‘is better 
than sacrifice’, however pompous. Talk not of Gregorian 
chants, sumptuous robes, incense, and banners; the first 
thing which God requires of His child is obedience; and 
though you should give your body to be burned, and all 
your goods to feed the poor, yet if you do not hearken 
to the Lord’s precepts, all your formalities shall profit you 
nothing. It is a blessed thing to be teachable as a little 
child, but it is a much more blessed thing when one has 
been taught the lesson, to carry it out to the letter. How 
many adorn their temples and decorate their priests, but 
refuse to obey the word of the Lord! My soul, come not 
thou into their secret.

God wants Obedience
C H Spurgeon

"If you are failing to 
keep the least of Christ’s 

commands to His 
disciples, I pray you be 
disobedient no longer. 
All the pretensions you 
make of attachment to 
your Master, and all the 
devout actions which 
you may perform, are 
no recompense for 

disobedience."
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Books
Silent Witnesses

Garry J Williams
Banner of Truth

hbk, 264pp, £14.50

In reading any book there are three 
basic questions: Who wrote it, What 

did they write and Why? We may further 
ask, what did the publisher see in the 
book to present it to the public? Was 
it merely money or is there something 
they considered useful?
Going back to the original questions we 
note the following.
1. Who? Garry Williams is Director of 
the John Owen Centre. We trust that 
indicates something of his theological 
principles.
2. What? Each chapter relates to a 
historic figure in church history and a 
specific subject associated with them. 
Thus ‘Tyndale and the Bible’; ‘Owen and 
the Cross’; ‘Calvin and Trials’, etc.
3. Why? The short answer is, to edify 
believers.
Before making any comment we note 
the contents. There are 15 chapters 
grouped into three sections, covering 
(besides those mentioned above), such 
matters as – ‘The Infinite Love of the 
Dying Christ’ (Edwards); ‘The Grace of 
God’ (Augustine); ‘Working for Christ’ 
(Laing); ‘Preaching the Word’ (Luther); 
etc.
On the positive side it is clear that 
Williams has studied carefully what he 
writes about. Furthermore, in keeping 
with his aim, he interacts with the 
material at hand. In other words, the 
book is not a mere history lesson 
but we are told why the material is 
important and what we learn from it.
Thus, on ‘Prizing the Bible’ (Tyndale), 
after giving an overview he concludes 
with Tyndale’s challenge stating that we 

need to read the whole Bible and to 
read Scripture as a word to us.
The same format is followed in the 
second subject – ‘Who is Jesus? The 
Council of Chalcedon’. After a survey of 
debates and argumentation leading to 
the creed of Chalcedon it finishes with 
‘Following the Wisdom of Chalcedon’.
Of particular interest is chapter 11 
‘Priorities for the Church’ (Calvin). 
Williams remarks that – ‘to be an 
authentic Reformation Christian is to 
be concerned with the saving doctrine 
of the gospel and the public worship 
of God’. That is a needed corrective 
to the bizarre worship now found in 
so-called Calvinistic circles. Williams 
further remarks that – ‘to think we can 
fit biblical words to any musical style, 
we would have to hold that the music 
is itself meaningless’ and adds, ‘is it not 
obvious that musical style is not neutral?’ 
On the other side, Williams rails against 
being frozen in the formalities of the 
1950s. 
Another positive is the final chapter on 
‘Making the case for Christian history’. 
There should be much more of this in 
Christian literature. The woeful lack of 
interest in church history is appalling 
and detrimental to believers. Williams 
is to be commended for this particular 
essay. One suspects that this is Williams’ 
forte.
Also commendable is the approach. 
Rather than give mere biographies of 
his subjects he has selected a specific 
doctrinal aspect of their lives which 
is then examined, concluding with 
application to the present time. This 
has its drawback in that it may actually 
work against the author’s objective as it 
can very quickly become dated. In other 
words, it might become a dated history 
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as opposed to a timeless reference work.
On the negative side, these essays come across as rather 
academic on the one hand and repetitive on the other. 
While there is much that is useful it is not ground-
breaking or earth-shattering. It tells us what we already 
know or could conclude from general reading. That is 
not to discourage Williams or to disparage his labours. 
For those who may be thinking about church history, it 
is a good place to start and shows that history has a lot 
to teach. While there is a need for things to be repeated, 
there is presently a glut of material being printed. No 
one could possibly read it all and thus selection has to 
be made. This raises the question - How is one to decide 
which is best? Does one go by local writers or a  UK 
publisher? In other words, it’ s a crowded market and 
unless there is something rivetingly special I suspect that 
this book may not gain the circulation desired. But then 
I could be wrong - which would be good for Banner of 
Truth Trust, as publishers.
One other negative - the Scripture version used is the 
ESV. Given that the author is writing about lessons 
from the past the least that could be done was to use a 
version that was consistent with Reformation principles 
and text. 
Overall, a useful book that has much good material to 
stimulate further reading. Williams should be commended 
for showing that church history does have appropriate 
things to teach us. It comes complete with a bibliography. 
Alas there is no index.

Rev E T Kirkland

The Meaning of Marriage
Sharon James

Family Education Trust, bklt, 24pp, £2.50

The subtitle for this book is, ‘How the sexual revolution 
has changed our understanding of society’s basic 

building block’. It deals first with what marriage is and 
then goes on to treat the revised understanding of 
marriage today and how this works out in practice. So 
it deals with the changes that have taken place over 
the last fifty years. It traces the growth of cohabiting 
and children born outside marriage. In a recent report 
by the Jubilee Centre it was stated that every working 
person on average pays £700 a year to pick up the tab 
for absent fathers. Instead of the traditional view that 
marriage involves rules and obligations, sadly, today, it 
is all about personal happiness. If that is the case, it 
seems outrageous to deny gay and lesbian couples the 
human and social happiness which would flow from 
being allowed to join in. The case against revising the 
meaning of marriage is well argued, and with careful 
documentation, but is weakened by the fact that the case 
is built in purely secular terms and with no reference to 
Scripture.

Rev W Macleod

The Real Lord’s Prayer
Christ’s glory and grace in John 17

Ian S McNaughton
DayOne, pbk, 203pp, £8.00

Rev Ian McNaughton was a fellow student of mine at 
the Free Church College in the early 1970s. At the 

time he was a member of Pastor Jack Glass’s Zion Baptist 
Church in Glasgow. Since then he has pastored several 
congregations. More recently he worked for DayOne 
or the Lord’s Day Observance Society as Scottish 
representative. Though retired from the pastorate he 
is still active with Answers in Genesis and the Barnabas 
Fund.
Ian preached through John 17 in his last pastorate in 
West Worthing Evangelical Church, West Sussex. So this 
book is the fruit of his week by week expositions as he 
worked his way verse by verse through this glorious 
passage of Scripture. It is easy to read, theologically 
sound and spiritually edifying. 

Rev W Macleod

Strange Fire
The Danger of Offending the Holy Spirit 

with Counterfeit Worship
John MacArthur

Thomas Nelson, pbk, 331pp, £9.42

There are reckoned to be around 500 million 
Charismatic Christians in the world. Putting that in 

perspective there are 1,200 million Roman Catholics 
and 1,600 million Muslims, so Charismatics have a 
very considerable following. They are to be found 
in every country and often with large and growing 
congregations. In Africa, South America and parts of Asia 
the vast majority of ‘evangelical’ Christians would be 
Charismatic. MacArthur is troubled because as he shows 
in a carefully-documented way many Charismatics are 
not real Christians. He shockingly demonstrates the 
blasphemy of many Charismatics in their worship. He 
shows them to be mocking the Holy Spirit. Also they are 
pursuing health and wealth rather than salvation from 
sin. Many of their leaders, who appear on the popular 
religious television channels, are shown to be following 
lavish, worldly lifestyles and a considerable number of 
them have been involved in immorality. They ask people 
to donate their money and so plant a seed from which 
they will reap a harvest. They tell even the very poor 
to give the little they do have and God will make them 
wealthy. It is lies and fraud. They promise to heal but 
the really sick, the disabled and parents with Downs 
syndrome children are sent away disappointed. The fault 
is always yours – for your lack of faith.
This book traces the history of the Charismatic 
movement from the beginnings of the Pentecostal 
movement in 1901 in Topeka, Kansas and Azusa Street, 
Los Angeles, both in the USA, on through the Charismatic 
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The background to Psalm 120 is of a man whose 
heart is thirsting after God, a man who is in 
the wilderness of this world, surrounded by the 

enemies of God, but who is beginning to take the very 
first step of pilgrimage toward the Lord and longs for 
His fellowship. 

The Psalmist’s Problem
First of all, notice in the song the pilgrim giving vent to 
his problem. You have that in verses 5-7: ‘Woe is me, that 
I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar! 
My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I 
am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war’. Why 
have we first gone to the end of this song rather that 
to its beginning? It’s because at the conclusion is a very 
poignant and powerful description of the psalmist’s 
condition. It’s that very situation that leads him to the 
anguished cry with which the Psalm begins.

His situation
What is his problem? First, notice his situation in verse 
five: ‘Woe is me’, he cries out, ‘that I sojourn in Mesech, 
that I dwell  in the tents of Kedar’. He appears to be a 
man who is alone. He feels that he is living, as it were, 
among foreigners in a distant land, far away evidently 
from the temple of the Lord and from that communion 
with God of which the temple so clearly speaks. He’s 
living among strangers and he feels himself cut off from 
God’s people, from that sweet fellowship that once 
he knew and enjoyed in the temple of God and at 

Jerusalem. 
How do we know that? Notice how he describes it, 
‘Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech’. What is Mesech? 
The Hebrew word literally means a prolonging or a 
continuance. In Scripture, if you go back far enough you 
find that the name is descriptive of a barbarous tribe that 
lived very far away from the land of Israel and inhabited 
what is modern Turkey, toward the Black Sea, and later 
located even further north. So he’s thinking of a people 
to the very far north and he’s speaking as though he had 
a long continuance among this barbarous and pagan lot. 

A godless environment
Secondly, he uses the term Kedar which in Hebrew 
means black, and it describes a wandering Bedouin tribe 
of the Arabian Desert to the south of Israel. So, you see, 
the picture is of the long distance between them - the 
barbarians to the north, the barbarians to the south. 
We are not to understand this reference to him actually 
living in these distant places. He could not live at the 
same time both in the north and in the south! It calls 
for a spiritual or allegorical interpretation. He’s saying to 
us, in effect, ‘I am like that. A man who is living among 
people who have taken me as far away from home as 
they possibly could. This is not my real home. It is not 
where I desire to be, but I have to put up with it - long 
continuance in this godless, hostile environment. It is a 
very eloquent picture of a man at his wits’ end, a man 
who is beginning to feel that he is beyond all human 
help. He wouldn’t choose to live here surrounded by 

The Cry of the Thirsty Soul - Psalm 120
Rev Anthony Dallison, North Carolina, USA

renewal of the 1960s when the movement entered the 
mainstream churches on till the present day. The author 
exposes the counterfeit gifts displayed: the claim to have 
modern apostles, the prophets who prophesy lies, the 
tongue-speaking which is gobbledegook rather than 
real languages as in New Testament times and the fake 
healings. He measures all claims against the Scriptures. 
Then he provides a long section on the true work of 
the Holy Spirit in salvation, sanctification and in inspiring 
and illuminating the Scriptures. He closes with a chapter 
addressed to ‘My Continuationist Friends’ in which 
he robustly addresses those who hold to Reformed 
theology and yet leave room for these so-called ‘gifts’ 

today.
It is a modern, thorough and well-researched book which 
will be a huge challenge to thoughtful Charismatics and a 
comfort and encouragement to those who reject their 
false claims. I bought this book in Kindle format but 
then realised the problem. Having read it, I felt that it 
was a book which I wished to pass on to others and so 
I had also to buy a paperback which was actually only a 
pound more expensive. To me this is the standard work 
on the subject today and I would highly recommend it. 
It is well-written, well-set-out, readable and crystal-clear 
in its message.

Rev W Macleod
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pagans. Actually he is describing the irreligion, hostility 
and ungodliness of his own native Israelites. It is they 
who have taken him spiritually as far away as possible 
from where he would really like to be. He’s suffering 
long continuance in this dark and depressing place that 
he calls by the name of Mesech and Kedar. 

Their Attitude to him
Secondly see their attitude to him in this place in verses 
6-7; ‘My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 
I am for  peace: but when I speak, they are for war’. What 
is he  describing here? Quite simply, it is obvious that 
they are treating him like an enemy. The Hebrew is very 
evocative at this point. It literally says, ‘I am peace. They 
are war’. He’s being treated like one who doesn’t belong 
to their community at all and they realize it and see 
the difference. He sees himself as if living among hostile 
foreigners who are ready to wound him and destroy him 
on every possible occasion. 

Today’s hostile world
This is not just the psalmist’s expression of where he 
is. It is the expression of where the Christian is in this 
world today. Nothing has changed really. The world today 
is the same hostile, resentful, persecuting world that it 
has always been, and we are living, ourselves, in the midst 
of this alien and hostile environment that surrounds us 
almost like a thick and impenetrable darkness. The world 
is against the church. There is resentment of the way of 
life that God’s people follow. There is opposition to the 
godly as we will see in a moment. What he’s describing 
here is what you read of in Pilgrim’s Progress. When 
Christian and his companion come into Vanity Fair, which 
is Bunyan’s picture of this fallen world, they pass through 
its streets and bustling marketplaces where all manner 
of the world’s wares are on sale. The men of the world 
call, ‘Buy this’. You remember the reply: ‘We buy the 
truth’. And immediately that Fair is drawn to a silence. 
Its hustle and its bustle cease. The world is arrested by 
this new and strange way of life! They lay hands on these 
men and lead them to trial. It ends with the glorious 
martyrdom of Faithful, Christian’s companion.

Homesick
What the psalmist is describing to us is exactly 
that. Figuratively, he is describing the distance of the 
Christian’s real home from where he is in this dark and 
sinful world in which we live. Do you notice the cry 
of his heart? It is not nearly expressive enough there 
in verse 5, ‘Woe is me’. Literally, ‘How wretched I have 
been’, he says, living in Mesech and among Kedar’s tents. 
Beloved, it is the homesickness of the godly in the midst 
of an ungodly world. And it stimulates him to begin to 
take the pilgrim’s path.
Are you also becoming increasingly ill at ease with living 
in this world? That is a good and a healthy thing. It is 
what we should expect in the life of men and women 

of God. You are no longer in your natural environment, 
but in a hostile environment, and you would not choose 
to be there if you had any choice in the matter at all. I 
want you to notice that the very first step in these lovely 
Songs of Ascents, in which every one of them takes us 
nearer to the presence of God, begins with a man who 
is increasingly ill at ease in this world. Do you feel the 
painfulness of this environment? You are driven to identify 
with this godly man who is in a continual situation of 
warfare because his strictness of life is being decried by 
the ungodly. They are attributing wrong motives to his 
obedience. They are playing true to his face, but false 
behind his back. There is continual warfare between the 
world and the church of the living God. Here we are as 
a dove in the midst of hawks. Do you feel that pressure 
upon your life as Abraham did when he went to Gerar 
and said of the people there, ‘Surely the fear of God is 
not in this place’; or like Lot in Sodom who vexed his 
righteous soul because of the misdeeds of that wicked 
place? John Calvin writing of true believers in the midst 
of the medieval darkness of the Roman Catholic Church 
said, ‘They could not live in the midst of the pollutions of 
that age without great anguish of spirit’. This is not my 
home but I’ve had to put up with it. It creates within us a 
deep longing for the sacred place of fellowship to which 
we come again and again to be refreshed.

The Psalmist’s Persuasion
Now this leads to the second great stage of the psalmist’s 
reflection. He not only shares with us his problem in 
verses five to seven, but at the end of verse two and 
through to verse four you have his persuasion. He’s 
beginning to take a step up already out of this position. 
Now what is the purpose of these verses as he prays, 
‘Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, and from a 
deceitful tongue’?
The answer is that he’s beginning to ask the question, 
‘What can I do about being where I am and suffering what 
I am undergoing?’ This leads to a growing conviction of 
his heart that the Lord is fully aware of his situation and 
will give him a way of dealing with it. Look at what he 
says in vv2-4. Notice first that he’s not in need of defence 
against armed foes but against false tongues. In other 
words, he’s surrounded in these verses by a choking 
atmosphere of falsehood from which he longs to 
escape to purer air. Look at what he writes: the tongue 
- slanderous, flattering, untrustworthy in promises of 
friendship. Here is this man longing for fellowship with 
God. Have you felt this pressure in your own life, in 
the hostile environment of the world today? There is 
nothing more appalling and abhorrent to the servant 
of God in this world than the empty, godless talk that 
dominates the worldling’s life. Here is the devout heart 
longing for the fresh streams of Zion while he lives in 
the babble of vain words that fills every place with jangle 
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  CENTRAL       ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
         BUILDING FUND 2013 2013 2012
  YTD 2013 Dec To Dec To Dec

Presbytery of Inverness     
Aberdeen  0 2,400 20,101 16,327
Duthil-Dores  0 0 23,246 20,631
Inverness   0 4,000 30,000 28,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,351 18,000 18,000
Total Inverness   0 7,751 91,347 82,958
     
Northern Presbytery     
Assynt & Scourie  675 4,000 8,785 6,777
Brora   605 2,200 21,281 22,094
Kiltearn   571 1,000 7,379 8,207
Tarbat   0 8,500 19,964 19,327
Total Northern   1,851 15,700 57,409 56,405
     
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   830 245 8,849 8,708
Ayr   0 900 10,514 11,954
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  558 6,650 34,368 33,176
Glasgow - Partick  500 2,000 30,000 32,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 397 1,905 26,004 25,536
Glasgow - Knightswood 896 2,478 29,272 30,664
Rothesay   1,000 0 1,460 260
Total  Southern  4,180 14,178 140,467 142,298
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   0 2,425 24,771 24,784
Harris - Leverburgh  339 1,350 18,177 17,547
Harris - Scalpay  0 2,900 28,868 26,294
Knock & Point  0 725 14,438 16,493
North Uist  1,589 2,003 12,000 14,500
Stornoway  5,628 15,021 95,551 90,014
Total Outer Hebrides  7,555 24,424 193,804 189,632
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  375 0 5,770 10,672
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 0 2,800 5,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 963 1,950 18,234 17,473
Lochalsh   695 3,150 17,279 13,304
Poolewe & Aultbea  1,090 2,000 14,258 14,890
Ullapool   0 0 44 51
Portree   0 3,200 21,365 25,065
Snizort   1,000 1,200 27,498 26,524
Strath   65 550 7,018 9,953
Total Skye/Lochcarron  4,187 12,050 114,266 123,430
     
Total Congregations  17,774 74,102 597,293 594,724

Other Donations   1,241 1,777 30,357 43,832
Legacy     133,353 12,114

TOTAL   19,015 75,879 761,003 650,670
Including Gift Aid   2,799  101,652 96,214

Congregational Remittances - December 2013

and deceit. Do you know anything of this today? A man’s 
speech, beloved, is an index to the state of his heart. 
Here is the tongue - busy, spoiling, corrupting, blighting, 
deceiving, destroying, disturbing, unsettling the man of 
God. So that just as James says in his epistle, ‘The tongue 
… setteth on fire the  course of nature; and it is  set on 
fire of hell’. 

Persecution
He cries with a heartfelt cry for the Lord to save and 
deliver him. Beloved, it is a painful thing, and I speak from 
personal experience, when the tongue is turned against 
the believer and his church with satanic venom. Thomas 
Barnardo, the great founder of Barnardo’s Homes in 
Stepney in London, knew this when he was vilified and 
maligned in the press of his day. George Mueller, that 
man of faith who founded that great orphanage in Bristol, 
well knew the venom of the tongue. William Booth, the 
founder of the Salvation Army, was attacked and vilified 
in the public press for many years. Andrew Bonar, in his 
autobiography, speaks in one place as an eighty-year-old 
man, and as an experienced Pastor, of receiving ‘some 
very wicked anonymous letters these days’. All of us 
know the suffering under those who know how to use 
words brilliantly for the devil.

Punishment from God
But the psalmist doesn’t stay there, because in vv3-4 he 

begins to ask  questions; he begins to ascend the step up 
toward the Lord God: ‘What shall be given unto thee? 
Or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue?’ He 
answers that God will punish these persons with arrows 
that are sharp, and with burning coals of the juniper  
tree. He is persuaded that God sees him in that situation 
and is already beginning to deliver His much tried 
servant. The punishment is fitting the crime. The tongue 
with sharpened arrows is itself about to be pierced by 
the far sharper arrows of the irresistible mighty One! 
And those coals that burned into this man’s soul as he 
was vilified and misrepresented - those coals themselves, 
heated to a white intensity, will be turned back upon 
the very heads of those who were his tormentors and 
will consume them. It is a vivid metaphor in which the 
punishment is made to fit the crime. The judgment of 
God will sooner or later catch up with the evildoer. The 
Psalmist begins to realize, as he’s never realized before, 
that in this hostile and alien environment there will be 
the outworking of God’s justice. It is to the Lord that 
he must look. He needs to cry for God’s help under 
this slander of the ungodly world. His way out of that 
environment is the way into the presence of the living 
God.
I read many years ago the words of Augustine, who was 
a great host to many men through his ministry in the 4th 
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century, that into the surface of one of his dining tables 
he had carved the slogan: ‘Whoever slanders absent 
men may never at this table eat again’. But this kind of 
conviction is foreign to the world’s standards. 
The psalmist is at his wits’ end and this drives him into 
the presence of God at the beginning of the Psalm. Look 
at vv1-2: ‘In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and he 
heard me. Deliver my soul, O Lord’. So that we end, 
not with the psalmist’s problem, not with his persuasion 
as he begins to find his foothold again, but with the 
provision that he realizes the Lord has been making 
through it all. What is the Christian man to do in a world 
in which he has no real home, surrounded by hostility 
and hurtful words that pierce him like the sharp arrows 
of the mighty? What is he to do? The best counsel, 
beloved, is not to answer back to men, but to look for a 
better direction and receive the only resounding answer 
that we can in that situation for the troubled soul - look 
to the Lord.

The Psalmist’s Provision
‘In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and he heard me’ 
(v1). The verbs in v1 are actually in the past tense in the 
Hebrew. However they also have a present and future 
tense application! Everyone is agreed that what the 
psalmist is doing here is very significant. He is saying, ‘I 
have called on the Lord in my distress in times past, even 
as I am doing still now, and He has answered me in the 
past, and this is the basis of my conviction and assurance 
that He will hear and answer me now’. What Jehovah 
has done before I am confident He will do again. It is in 
great contrast to what men often do. They say, ‘I have 
given so often. I have no more to give’. But the Lord says, 
‘I have given before; therefore, I will give again and again 
to you’. His heart turns to Jehovah and to the dwelling 
place of His glory and to the holy house of worship, and 
already he is being lifted out of his discouragement and 
problems as he cries to Jehovah for help on the basis 
that he has cried out before and been heard before.
But do you notice the second thing? That the heart is 
fixed. Where? On Jehovah alone. Not on the failing and 
fleeting help of men or some human stratagem to get 
him out of this impenetrable situation. One of the great 
things we notice about the Psalm is how it begins with a 
man whose heart is fixed upon Jehovah, ‘I cried unto  the 
Lord’. What has happened to this man is that because 
of his circumstances of living in Mesech and in the tents 
of Kedar, the blessed fruit has been that into this man’s 
soul have come the ways of Zion. They have driven him, 
not from God, but into His presence. The psalmist’s only 
hope of finding peace is through renewed fellowship 
with God.

Thirst for God
If ever we are to mount the steps of deeper communion 
with God in the Songs of Ascents we need to begin here 

- in Mesech, in Kedar - feeling the pressure of a sinful 
world that is hostile to the things of God. That’s where 
our longing for God should begin. As I live my daily life in 
the midst of a world that is not my home my soul goes 
out to God and I long to meet Him in His sanctuary 
and to be in the fellowship of His people. I am deeply 
desiring that He might satisfy my hunger and quench my 
thirst. I think that’s the main reason why our worship is 
so poor very often. We forget that it doesn’t begin in 
church but with the cry of the thirsty soul. Also it says 
to us that the Lord is our only resort. Oh, we need to 
cry to God in the words of C H Spurgeon, ‘From gossips, 
Lord, from talebearers, from writers of anonymous 
letters, from forgers of newspaper paragraphs, and all 
sorts of liemongers, good Lord, deliver me!’
Are you the only Christian in your family? Have you 
been  long in Mesech, dwelling in the blackness of Kedar? 
Take it to the Lord. Are there few in the wilderness 
of this world with whom you can have real Christian 
fellowship? Call upon the Lord in your distress. Is there 
someone at work who is making your life miserable in 
this world and accusing you of things of which you know 
you are not guilty, because you are a Christian? Bring 
your case before the Lord and ask Him to begin to work 
it out for you. It all begins here in the consciousness of 
the costliness and the difficulties of being strangers and 
pilgrims upon the earth. 

"We need to begin here - feeling 
the pressure of a sinful world that 

is hostile to the things of God. 
That’s where our longing for God 

should begin."



Witness

“The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
to all that call upon him in truth. 

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: 
he also will hear their cry, and will save them.”

Psalm 145:18-19
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