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We do not give sufficient place to the resurrection 
of Christ. It had a much more prominent place 
in the early New Testament church. They saw 

it as vital to their salvation and it was something that gave 
them great assurance and filled their hearts with joy. We 
stress that Christ died for our sins and the cross is central 
to our preaching and that is right and good. Let us also strive 
to give to the resurrection the high and honoured place 
which Scripture affords to it. Some churches following the 
Roman Catholic tradition’s so called ‘Ecclesiastical Calendar’ 
celebrate the resurrection at Easter. We should celebrate the 
resurrection every week. From the beginning of the world till 
the death of Christ, the day to be specially kept holy was the 
last day of the week because on that day God rested from 
His creative work. Glorious though that work was, the work 
of Christ on the cross was far greater and far more costly to 
God. Therefore from that first Sunday morning when Christ 
arose having completed His saving work, the day has become 
the Lord’s Day and every week we are to rejoice in the 
resurrection and the risen Lord.

The Facts
Jesus died on Friday afternoon around 3pm (the ninth hour 
to the Jews). He had said to the converted thief dying beside 
Him, ‘Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in 

paradise’ (Lk.23:43). Shortly after that, ‘When Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost’ (v46). Making 
sure He was dead a soldier came with a spear and pierced his 
side out of which came coagulated blood and water showing 
that He was indeed dead. Joseph of Arimathaea, having begged 
the body from Pilate took it down and, along with Nicodemus, 
wrapped it in linen cloth with a hundred pounds’ weight of 
spices and laid it in his own tomb, against the door of which 
a great stone was laid. The Jews set a watch on the tomb 
to ensure that no one stole the body and then claimed that 
Christ had risen. On the Saturday, the Sabbath, His body 
rested in the grave and His soul rested in heaven.

The Apostles’ Creed
The Apostles’ Creed which is the most respected and 
universally accepted of the early church creeds states among 
other things that Christ: ‘…suffered under Pontius Pilate; was 
crucified, dead and buried: He descended into hell: the third 
day he rose again from the dead…’ The one strange statement 
here is ‘He descended into hell’. What does it mean? Surely 
Christ’s soul went to heaven when He died. This troubles 
many. First, it must be stated that although the Apostles’ 
Creed is highly respected, it is not Scripture and so is not 
our final rule. The ‘Word of God is the only rule to direct 

The Resurrection
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us…’ as the Shorter Catechism states. If the Creed is asserting 
something not to be found in Scripture it should be rejected. 
The only text which can be twisted to suggest that Christ 
went down to hell is 1Peter 3:18-20: ‘For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved 
by water’. But this verse is referring to what happened in the 
days of Noah. Christ, by His Spirit, went and preached through 
Noah to the people of Noah’s day. God in His longsuffering 
held back the destroying flood for 120 years while the ark was 
being built, allowing the inhabitants of the ancient world time 
to respond but they failed to repent and so they are now in 
prison awaiting the judgment of the last day. As noted earlier 
Jesus told the thief that He was on his way to paradise and that 
the thief would be there with Him that very day. Also as noted 
earlier in dying He handed His spirit to the Father. His spirit 
went up to God not down to hell.
It is important to remember that Christ did descend into hell 
on the cross. When our Saviour cried, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?’ (Mt.27:46), He was in hell. Hell is the state of God-
forsakenness, where one is under the wrath and curse of God, 
and that is exactly where Christ was at that point. So He was 
in hell before He died. Most Reformed Christians in adhering 
to the Creed take it in this way. The only problem with this 
interpretation is that the time sequence in the creed is wrong 
placing the descent into hell after His death and burial. Another 
possible way of interpreting the Creed is to take ‘hell’ here as 
simply referring to the realm of the dead. This is what is meant 
by the words, ‘For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption’ (Ps.16:10). 
This is the interpretation given in the Larger Catechism Q/A 
50.

Ministry of Angels
In the account of the ‘Rich man and Lazarus’ we are told, ‘And 
it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom’ (Lk.16:22). Although an angel 
came into the garden of Gethsemane to encourage Christ we 
are not told of their presence at the cross. It was a time of 
darkness when Christ was forsaken by all including His Father. 
However, drawing from what happened to Lazarus the beggar 
we can assume that the angels came and transported our 
Saviour’s soul to paradise. What a welcome He would have 
had there from all the host of heaven. Early on the Sunday 
morning we can assume that His soul was again carried back by 
the angels to the grave outside Jerusalem, where they lingered 
around the grave. Meanwhile His body had according to the 
promise of the Father seen no corruption (Ps.16:10). Coming 
to life again and His body instantaneously transformed into a 
‘spiritual’ body fit for heaven and eternal life, Jesus arose out 
of the tightly wound linen and spices. It would appear that the 
cloth wrapped around His head adhered to Him because it 
was folded (we assume by Him) and laid to one side: ‘And the 
napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, 
but wrapped together in a place by itself ’ (Jn.20:7). His body 
was no longer subject to the laws of gravity because He was 

able to pass through closed doors, to disappear and to move 
quickly from one part of the country to another. Matthew tells 
us: ‘Behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the 
keepers did shake, and became as dead men’ (Mt.28:2-4). Why 
was the stone rolled away? It wasn’t to let Christ out. He could 
pass through closed doors. Rather it was for the benefit of men 
so that we could see that the tomb was empty. For the next 
forty days Jesus remained on the earth, likely in some remote 
place where He could have fellowship with His Father. 

Resurrection appearances
From time to time He appeared to His people assuring them 
of the resurrection. The first one He appeared to was Mary 
Magdalene out of whom He had cast seven devils, a real trophy 
of grace. But why was His first appearance not to His mother 
Mary? We are not even told that He appeared to her before 
His ascension. He was indicating that no special place was to 
be given to the Mary in the church. She was to be seen as like 
any other sinner saved by grace. He appeared to Peter who 
had denied Him and then to the two on the road to Emmaus 
and then to the eleven gathered in the upper room. Later He 
appeared to more than 500 followers at the one time, very 
likely on that mountain in Galilee to which He Himself referred 
as the meeting place after His resurrection. The angel at the 
graveside said, ‘Go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; 
there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you’ (Mt.28:7). And later 
we read ‘Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into 
a mountain where Jesus had appointed them’ (v16). There He 
instituted the sacrament of baptism and gave His church the 
‘Great Commission’ to go into all the world making disciples of 
all nations and baptizing them in the name of the Trinity. Finally 
on the fortieth day after His resurrection He led His disciples 
out of Jerusalem as far as to Bethany on the Mount of Olives 
and ascended up before them into heaven and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. Again the angels were there, ‘Which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven’ 
(Acts 1:11).

The Significance of the Resurrection
1 . It was the sign of Christ’s Messiahship
The fact that Jesus rose proved that He was the One sent 
from God: ‘Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees 
answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 
But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given 
to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of 
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 
and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching 
of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here’ (Mt.12:38-
41). Just as Jonah went to Nineveh from his three days inside 
the fish, so Jesus, through His servants, following His three days 
in the grave, went out into the world calling for repentance. 
Nineveh shall condemn those who do not believe.
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2 . He is risen and alive
The Lord Jesus is not a dead Saviour lying in some grave in 
the land of Israel. He is a living, mighty Saviour. All other great 
leaders of religions are dead but our Saviour lives. Look to 
Him in faith and repentance. He is able to save from sin and 
its consequences.

3 . The Father vindicated Him
Men crucified Jesus but God resurrected Him: ‘Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death: because it was not possible that he should be holden 
of it’ (Acts 2:23-24). What a contrast between the treatment 
Christ received at the hands of the Jews and at His Father’s 
hand. ‘The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew 
and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins’ (Acts 5:30-31).

 4 . God accepted His sacrifice
He offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins: ‘For if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?’ (Heb.9:13-14). 
He redeemed us not with silver and gold but with His own 
precious blood. His resurrection was God saying that He 
accepted the price paid: ‘Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification’ (Rom.4:25).

5 . It was the first step in His exaltation
Christ humbled Himself on behalf of His people. He made 
Himself of no reputation. Paul states ‘Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name’ (Phil.2:9). He was ‘Declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead’ (Rom.1:4).

6 . He is a mighty Saviour
Even in His state of humiliation He was able to perform 
powerful miracles, healing the sick, raising the dead, stilling the 
storms. Now He sits at God’s right hand on the throne of the 
universe. He says: ‘All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them’ 
(Mt.28:18-19). Through the power of His resurrection He can 
raise the spiritually dead and save the hardest sinner.

7 . He intercedes for us
He has risen and gone with the blood of His own sacrifice 
into the heavens where He pleads our case with the Father: 
‘But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, 

by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood 
of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us’ (Heb.9:11-12). ‘Wherefore he is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them’ (Heb.7:25). ‘And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous’ (1Jn.2:1). He is actively pleading our case at God’s 
right hand.

8 . He is preparing a place for us
Christ has gone into heaven to prepare a home where He 
can take His bride: ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also’ (Jn.14:1-3). He is going to come again at 
the end of the world to take us home to be with Himself.

9 . We will rise again too
The fact that Jesus has risen guarantees that His people will 
also rise. Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest 
thou this?’ (Jn.11:25-26). Because Christ has risen we shall rise 
too. ‘And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished… But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept’ (1Cor.15:17-18, 20). 
Christ is the firstfruits and we will be the full harvest.

10 . We have a gospel to preach
Without the resurrection of Christ there would be no gospel, 
no good news for us to preach or for sinners to believe. 
‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures’ (1Cor15:1-4). Later Paul adds, ‘If 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because 
we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead 
rise not, then is not Christ raised: and if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins’ (1Cor.15:14-17). So 
the physical resurrection of Christ is vital for the gospel and 
for our salvation.

He redeemed us with His own precious 
blood. His resurrection was God saying 

that He accepted the price paid: 
‘Who was delivered for our offences, and 

was raised again for our justification’
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To be sick of the palsy was the most debilitating of 
illnesses. The equivalent today is to have paralysis - a 
word which itself derives from the word palsy. For the 

Lord to command such a person to get up and walk, when his 
muscles and sinews were completely dead, makes this miracle 
which was performed in the home of the brothers Peter and 
Andrew (Mk.1:29) all the more powerful. Indeed, this must 
rank as one of the most amazing of all the Lord’s miracles. 
While we could preach several sermons from these verses, 
we wish rather to look at the whole account and consider 
eight points.

1. Again He entered Capernaum (Verse 1)
The previous chapter records how Jesus had already been in 
the synagogue at Capernaum and had healed a man with an 
unclean spirit. Indeed, He had performed miracles in this very 
home. Not only had He healed Peter’s mother-in-law, but also 
we read that, ‘all the city was gathered together at the door. 
And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast 
out many devils’ (Mk.2:33-34). When, subsequently, the Lord 
said to the disciples, ‘But after I am risen again, I will go before 
you into Galilee’ (Mt.26:32) He was directing them to a place 
which He had before blessed.
Our country has similarly witnessed many blessings. From the 
Reformation of 1560, to the times of the Covenanters, and 
to the revivals in the 19th century we see the Lord blessing 
our country. We pray the Lord will return to our land as He 
did to Capernaum. And it is not just numbers we seek. It is 
souls saved. There was a great crowd at the door of this home 
in Capernaum yet the Lord said of Capernaum, ‘And thou, 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought 
down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done 
in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day’ (Mt.11:23). We crave a true blessing from the Lord, 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord when He 
blesses the truth among His people.

2. Hindrances To Faith
True faith will not rest until it comes into the presence of 
Christ. It will not rest outside the house, or even on the 
rooftop. Yet what hindrances there were to this poor man in 
coming to the Lord. There were at least two groups which 
were a hindrance to this man.
• There were those whom we would call today ‘nominal 
social Christians’. What Christ said and who He was mattered 
little. They wanted to see some diseased person cured. We 
often imagine that a ‘social gospel’ is merely opposed to the 
truth. That is wrong. It is actually a hindrance to true faith.
• There were many scribes sitting there between this 
paralytic and the Lord. Luke tells us that they were ‘come 

out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem’ 
(Lk.5:17). We abhor Roman Catholicism in placing its so-called 
priesthood, or any saint, between poor sinners and the Lord. 
What about us? Do we place any hindrances between the 
sinner and Christ? Let us search our hearts and ask the 
question if we, or our congregations, or our denomination are 
in any way a hindrance to faith? It is our duty to open the door 
widely to Christ that sinners may come to Him. We should 
be satisfied with nothing less than this. No barrier should be 
allowed to keep men and women from Christ.

3. A Great Message
We hear that depression is rife among young people today. 
Why should we be surprised when the received wisdom of 
the day is that proffered by secular humanism: abortion, same-
sex marriage, euthanasia etc. Man is treated as though he is no 
better than the brute beast in the field. But what a message 
the Christian church has to offer. Jesus says to the man sick 
of the palsy, ‘But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins’ (Mk.2:10). 
This is a unique message. Jesus is the Son of man. Human 
nature has been exalted to the right hand of God. It is a 
message that gives the hope of sins forgiven. The renewed 
heart has a new purpose to arise and to glorify God. Even 
were this man to have been left in a paralytic condition, he 
would still have left that house rejoicing in his new justified 
state. The Gospel is the true message of hope that our nation 
needs to hear.

4. Antagonism
What antagonism there was to Christ. The scribes thought 
they could hide their hatred as they reasoned in their hearts, 
‘Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins but God only?’ (2:7). But such reasoning was not hidden 
from the Lord.
We should not be surprised today when there is antagonism 
to the message of the Gospel. Paul writes to young Timothy, 
‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy’ 
(2Tim.3:1-2). Man imagines he can take a middle course, but 
there is no real neutrality when it comes to Christ because 
of the reasoning of the heart – the unsanctified reasoning of 
fallen human nature is always against the person and work of 
Christ.
Yet such antagonism does not invalidate the truth. The 
reasoning of the scribes did not alter the facts of what Jesus 
said and did. Richard Dawkins and such atheists can speak 
today as they like, and write as much as they want. This 
makes no difference to truth. Indeed, the facts are all too 

The Man with the Palsy 
(Mark 2:9-11)

The Opening Sermon of the 2013 General Assembly,
Preached by the Retiring Moderator, Rev James Gracie
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often established and confirmed in the face of such godless 
reasoning. 

5. Jesus Vindicates Himself
While all this went on, Peter and the other disciples watched 
in silence. The Lord vindicated himself without their aid. They 
were later to record what they had seen. Peter puts it this way 
in recording the events on the Mount of Transfiguration; ‘For 
we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty’ (2Pet.1:16).
The disciples were ‘eyewitnesses’ of what Jesus had done. The 
Holy Spirit would teach them and bring to their remembrance 
all that He had said. In other words, the church was simply to 
minister the Word of Jesus and not to stand over that Word. 
Jesus does not need this General Assembly to vindicate Him; 
the work and words of Jesus vindicate Him. How important 
it is that this General Assembly remembers that we are 
therefore not to place ourselves ‘over’ God’s Word, but we 
are to place ourselves ‘under’ that Word. Peter was himself 
later to be rebuked just as severely as these scribes for trying 
to contradict Jesus. 

6. Jesus Shows His Power
To make a paralytic arise and walk took considerable power 
on the part of the Lord. Today, we must remind ourselves that 
the same risen Lord said, ‘All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth’ (Mt.28:18). 
We meet in General Assembly in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are a small denomination, with no longer the 
strength of numbers or public acclaim that the Free Church 
of Scotland once commanded. We require greater power than 
we possess to carry out our divine commission to preach 
the Gospel. Yet Christ, the Head of the church, has divine and 
sovereign power over all things. 
A great general leading his army would be highly thought of 
were he able to tell his army as he sends them to war, ‘Fear 
not. I know every move the enemy will make today before 
they even make it’. Jesus knew the hearts of these scribes just 
as He knows the hearts of all men. The preface to the Great 
Commission is ‘Go ye…’. This should be the confident preface 

to this General Assembly, and to every report submitted to 
it. 

7. Jesus Proves His Power
It is very easy to say, ‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee’ (2:5). But 
saying it is one thing, proving it is quite another. No doubt 
this is exactly what was in the minds of these scribes as they 
reasoned in their hearts. 
Roman Catholicism makes extravagant claims for itself today. 
The priest will boldly pronounce, ‘Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee’. And we rightly reason within our hearts, Prove it! The 
charismatic movement makes bold claims about healings. Yet, 
are they saying that every time they fail to heal someone it 
also means that their religion is just as impotent to heal the 
soul? 
Jesus proved His power and authority to forgive sins. And He 
still proves His power and authority today. Firstly, the fact of 
His resurrection is the evidence that He has power even over 
our last enemy. Secondly, the Gospel of our Lord changes lives 
by the power of His grace. He brings peace to the troubled 
soul. 

8. A Challenge To Us
We are surely challenged by the actions of our Lord in this 
home. Let us:-
• Pray that the Lord will be present in this General 
Assembly just as He was present in that home. That nothing 
would hinder His coming with a blessing, as we trust in Him.
• Recognise that He is the Head of the church and that 
as we look to Him our affliction, which is  but temporary, 
‘worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory’ (2Cor.4:17). This man’s temporal affliction proved in the 
end to be his greatest blessing as it was the means of bringing 
him to Christ.
• Depend on the Lord’s power and goodness during 
these days of General Assembly that we too will go before 
our people, and go home rejoicing as this man did: ‘And 
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified 
God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion’ (2:12).

News 'We are a small denomination... 
We require greater power than 

we possess to carry out our divine 
commission to preach the Gospel. 

Yet Christ, the Head of the church, has 
divine and sovereign power over all 

things.'
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In the early months of 2009 we in Shettleston received an 
e-mail from South America – from a stranger we had never 
heard of before. His name was Mr Larry Buckman, a second 

generation missionary to the Tereno Indian people in Brazil. 
In the message Mr Buckman explained how he and his wife 
were visiting the UK later in that year. They greatly desired to 
visit our congregation to pay homage to the providence that 
the Rev Harry Whittington, a former minister of Shettleston 
Free Church, had first brought the Gospel to the Tereno tribes 
ninety-seven years before. So it was that some months later in 
September 2009 my husband and I welcomed these Brazilian 
missionaries into our Manse. How did they find our details? We 
were intrigued to discover and were amazed at their story.

The Indian converts were anxious to express gratitude to 
the congregation of Rev Harry Whittington so Larry and 
they thought and prayed about how this could take place as 
they had no way of finding out. In the wonderful guidance of 
God Larry was away from home attending a conference in 
North America. The speaker was Rev Sinclair Ferguson from 
the UK. Larry thought to himself: ‘Perhaps Mr Ferguson will 
know something about Shettleston and how we can get a 
contact address’. After the session Larry approached Sinclair 
Ferguson to enquire. ‘Yes’, said the conference speaker, ‘I know 
of Shettleston, I know its minister, Rev David Fraser AND I can 
give you his e-mail address!’ This they found amazing.

So Larry and his wife Fay arrived for the meeting we had 
arranged for him. Larry recounted the story of how the Tereno 
people said ‘We need to remember the father of our church 
as we approach the hundredth year of his coming among us’. It 
was a very moving meeting for both our congregation and for 
the Buckmans as they told of the spread of the Gospel and the 
growth of many churches out there. Almost the whole tribe 
has become Christian. There were tears flowing. It was one 
of those special times on life’s journey – feeling the sense of 
blessing and great privilege which is connected to the progress 
and triumph of the Gospel. In the back room of our church 
Larry found the photograph of Mr Whittington and studied 
it for a while. He said it was better than the one the Indian 
people had.

It was a blessing to have them in our home too as we listened to 
how God had led the mission on from the days of Whittington. 
They wrote in our visitors’ book how they had ‘An amazingly 
blessed this weekend’. Ours was the privilege of receiving 
strangers who were as ‘angels unawares’.

While they were with us they received news of one of their 
number (the son of a pastor) who got lost in the rain forest 

searching for a lost animal. We were able to support the family 
in our prayers until the glad news came that the boy was 
found. After wandering for days he had come upon a fence 
and followed it until it came to a road where he was rescued 
by a passerby and taken to a clinic. This was an answer to 
widespread intercession including from us in Scotland. There 
he was treated for dehydration, cuts and scratches but he was 
alive!

Before they left us the Buckmans expressed the desire of 
twelve Indians to visit Shettleston to mark the 100 years in 
2012. As it happened – they decided to ask Rev David Fraser to 
address the centenary celebrations in July 2012 in south Brazil. 
The date clashed with our daughter Suzanne’s wedding so my 
husband sent a recorded video message instead. In it the warm 
greetings were conveyed from the congregation of Shettleston 
along with a short address from Scripture.

Mr John MacKenzie from Lochinver was able to tell us where 
the grave of Mr Whittington could be found. Pictures were 
taken of the tombstone in the New Kilpatrick Cemetery 
in Milngavie and sent to Brazil. This was a highlight of the 
celebrations. The Indians responded by sending to Shettleston 
congregation a plaque written in Portuguese recording their 
gratitude for the pioneer work of Rev Harry Whittington. In 
a simple ceremony the plaque was placed on the wall at the 
rear of the church in Shettleston by Mrs Dolina Taylor who, 
with her husband Andrew, have attended this church for over 
forty-one years (below).

The Ties That Bind 
Terenos to Shettleston

Marion Fraser
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It is an honourable custom that this Assembly should 
commence with an address. With the Lord’s help I will 
speak to some of the trials that the church faces in these 

days. It is amazing how similar our present circumstance is to 
the challenges faced by righteous Lot in Sodom. 
Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world. In every generation 
the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is comprised of a faithful 
remnant and also of multitudes who have contempt for faithful 
doctrine and who conduct their lives in a shameful manner. 
When we consider the breadth of the whole church in our 
day, we observe great diversity. A few are like Elijah in the 
wilderness, thinking we alone are left. Then there are those of 
the ilk of the ‘seven thousand who have not bent their knee to 
Baal’ who still live faithfully in the midst of a corrupt society. 
And sadly there are the professors of faith who are hardly 
distinguishable from the world – confessing Christ but by 
word and deed denying Him. No, our situation is not new!
I would now draw our attention to the words of the prophet 
Ezekiel as the Lord our God reproves His church for excesses 
that dwarf the sins of Sodom and Samaria. I would submit to 
you that in Ezekiel 16 the Lord clarifies the sins of Sodom and 
highlights the challenges that we face in our own day. 

I . The Sins of Sodom
The immoral behaviour of Sodom was shameful. Consequently 
through the centuries to our own day, the word ‘sodomy’ has 
been used to identify the type of sexual perversion practised 
there. As we face a resurgence of paganism in our own day, 
we will do well to note the broader societal decadence that 
accompanied the practice of sodomy in ancient Sodom. The 
sin of Sodom was not, as many may think, solely the practice 
of sexual intimacy with persons of the same sex. Let us give 
careful heed to the Lord’s condemnation of ancient Sodom 
proclaimed by His prophet Ezekiel. In Ezekiel 16:49-50, we 
read: ‘Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, 
fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and 
in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of 
the poor and needy. And they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me’.
Consider briefly the difficulties facing ancient Lot as he and 
his family maintained their residence in the city of Sodom. 
What does the Lord tell us through His servant Peter about 
the emotional struggles of Lot in 2 Peter 2:7-8? It tells us of 
‘just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 
(for that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and 

hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds)’.
The Lord tells us that Lot saw and heard the unlawful deeds of 
the inhabitants of Sodom—their open practice of wickedness. 
How the decadence of Sodom troubled him daily! Surely the 
intermarriage of his children with members of this ungodly 
society must have tormented him. Are we to assume that Lot’s 
wife died merely because she looked back at the city? Did not 
Lot’s wife perish looking longingly back at Sodom? Had there 
never been household and marital conflicts over the popular 
practices of perversion in their community? Is there not cause 
to believe that the intensity of Lot’s anguish was multiplied by 
the impact that Sodom was having on his family? Lot himself 
was not unscathed by the decadence of this city. Did he not 
offer up his own virgin daughters to the sex-crazed mob who 
clamoured to molest his angelic guests? How many of his 
children and perhaps grandchildren perished in the flames of 
Sodom’s destruction? We are not told.
Listen to the sad account of the attempted rescue of Lot’s 
married children in Genesis 19:12-14: ‘And the men said unto 
Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and 
thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them 
out of this place: For we will destroy this place, because the 
cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and 
the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and 
spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and 
said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this 
city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law’.
The minds and hearts of Lot’s daughters and their husbands 
were blinded by pride, fullness of food, abundance of idleness, 
indifference to the plight of the poor and needy, and the sexual 
abomination that was practised in their city. Presumably this 
gross immorality had overtaken them by indiscernible degrees 
as the proverbial frog boiled in a pot by subtle increases in the 
temperature. Pride had blinded them to God’s standards of 
godliness and rendered them indifferent to God’s judgment to 
come. Fullness of food had made them complacent and utterly 
content with this world. The abundance of idleness blinded 
them to the true reason for their existence and any sense 
of divine calling. Their indifference to the plight of the poor 
and needy blinded them to their own need for God’s grace. 
When Lot came warning his sons-in-law of the impending 
destruction of Sodom, the threat of God’s judgment seemed 
but a joke to them and apparently so to Job’s own married 

The Challenge of Living in 
the Environs of Sodom

Rev Warren Gardner
The address given by the Moderator to the 

2013 General Assembly, 

based on Ezekiel 16:46-59.
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daughters. 
Does this not seem all too familiar?

II . The Sodom-like Environs in which we 
live
Are not our hearts grieved like ancient Lot? How many 
covenant children has the church lost to the enticements of 
our present-day Sodom? We agonise as we see our children 
mesmerised by the pride of atheistic thinking, by gluttony 
and the listlessness of hedonism, and the passions of sexual 
perversion. Government schools entice our children to think 
of a world without accountability to a Creator. Sex-education 
classes teach our children either explicitly or implicitly that 
they can enjoy sexual immorality without risk of venereal 
disease and without the burden of parental responsibility. 
We too, like righteous Lot, are vexed from day to day with 
the unlawful deeds of sodomites. Recently I read of little 
schoolgirls being ordered by their teacher to ask another 
girl for a kiss. The aggression of Sodomites within our culture 
demands not only acceptance of their immoral and unnatural 
behaviour, but they seek to criminalise the practice of Biblical 
morality. Like their ancient attack on Lot’s home, they seek 
to demand our submission to their way of life. Our society’s 
leaders subvert God’s prohibitions against sexual immorality. 
Like Lot’s children, is it any wonder if your children think 
you are joking when you warn them of God’s impending 
judgment?
Oh, what challenges we face as citizens of heaven living in 
a hedonistic world! What common sins do we share with 
Sodom? Are they not the very same that Ezekiel identifies: 
Pride, fullness of food, abundance of idleness, neglect of the 
poor and needy, and abomination?
1 . Pride
Today, haughtiness and arrogance prevail against the 
commandments of our God. Here in Great Britain, government 
leaders keep pushing for the acceptance of immoral behaviour 
— Sabbath-breaking and acceptance of sexual perversion, 
to mention just two. In America, in many places God’s 
commandments have been banned from display in our 
courthouses, even though they are carved in stone in our 
Supreme Court building. In court ruling after court ruling, 
those who sit in the place of God in the judgment seats of 
our lands, who have been given authority by God’s decree to 
reward good and punish evil, seek to ban the very foundation 
for the rule of law. How can there be justice when proud 
judges have no respect for Biblical truth, when civil courts 
forbid the use of Christ’s name in public prayers, when 
the story of God’s creation is banned from the state-run 
classroom and replaced with evolutionary theory, a tenet of 
the religion of atheism? How can there be justice when courts 
declare good evil and evil good? 
The new world order is atheistic and anti-Christian and built 
on pride. Do your children know the God who created them? 
Are they so nurtured in the faith of our Lord Jesus that they 
know with surety that they serve a living God who hears and 
answers prayer? You believe, but do they?
2 . Fullness of food
Gluttony is rampant. People are obese. In the UK it is reported 
‘Two out of three men are overweight and one in four people 
are obese’ and, in the US, over one third of the population 
is overweight and this statistic is expected to rise to 42% by 

2030. There is fullness of food. Today like ancient Sodom, many 
live to eat. For multitudes, their god is their belly. 
3 . Abundance of idleness
Far too many of the Lord’s people live for their next dose of 
worldly pleasure. When will the Sabbath be over that we may 
sell and buy grain? The Lord’s Day has become ‘Family Day’. 
The pleasures that many find on this day are not the things 
of the Lord but of this world. The church often panders to 
the hedonistic interests of the people. Worship of God has 
been replaced with seeker-friendly entertainment. Yes, there 
is a sacred idleness that is to be commended—meditation 
on God’s Word is greatly needed. However the godly pastor 
Richard Baxter rightly commented, ‘Idleness is a constant sin, 
and labour is a duty. Idleness is the devil’s home for temptation 
and for unprofitable, distracting musings; while labour profiteth 
others and ourselves’.
Christians are often willing to buy into a three-day working 
week. A Biblical work ethic is too often seen as ‘legalistic’. We 
forget the words of our Saviour in Matthew 25:30: ‘Cast ye the 
unprofitable servant into outer darkness’. In the words of that 
godly pastor, Thomas Brooks: ‘An idle life and a holy heart is a 
contradiction’. Idleness is the devil’s playground. In the idleness 
of some government housing estates drunkenness, crime, and 
wickedness abound. In the ‘environs of Sodom’, the ‘godly 
poor’ are few in number.
4 . Neglect of the poor and needy
Sadly, many of the churches have surrendered to the state their 
responsibility to care for the poor and the needy. Self-seeking 
politicians prey on the poor and seduce them to ungodliness 
offering them aid without responsibility for the able-bodied 
to labour if they wish to be fed. Politicians propose legislation 
to take from the wealthy to care for the poor. And the poor 
close their eyes as their political champions line their own 
pockets and retirement accounts with the booty from their 
political empires.
5 . Abomination
In the luxurious setting of Sodom, why would sodomy 
develop? Perhaps it occurred as it has in our own day. First, 
the church learned to wink at fornication. Then, prostitution, 
adulterous affairs and the dissolving of the marriage covenant 
became tolerated. In a hedonistic society where God is not 
acknowledged or thanked, reprobate minds will multiply. The 
Holy Spirit warns us in Romans Chapter 1 of the outcome 
of not acknowledging God and being thankful to Him - 
homosexual behaviour. 
How will a homosexual believe that there is hope in God’s 
mercy, when the church condemns the ‘gay community’ but 
fails to address the greatest sin of all? 
6 . A Greater Wickedness
Like ancient Judah, we must not overlook that God through 
Ezekiel speaks of a greater wickedness than that of Sodom. 
What a travesty it is when a nation covenanted to God 
abandons that covenant. It is a wickedness when a people 
who, having professed faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord, go 
back on their covenant and trample under foot the blood of 
the covenant and despise the ministry of the Spirit of God. 
This sin dwarfs the perversion of sodomy and the decadence 
of Sodom. This is a sin against grace! That nations which 
once bent their knee to King Jesus would now cast off their 
allegiance to God and His Anointed is the greatest travesty 
of all. Ezekiel 16:59 states, ‘For thus saith the Lord God; I will 
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even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised 
the oath in breaking the covenant’. 
God will not tolerate the practice of wickedness forever. His 
glory will depart from a people who have turned their backs 
on Him. ‘Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God’ (1Cor.6:9-10). Both Scotland and the 
United States once professed allegiance to Christ as Christian 
nations. Oh, how far we have fallen!

III . Meeting the Challenge with the Hope 
of the Gospel
How are we to live in the environs of Sodom? Are we to 
despair? Has the Day of Judgment arrived? Not yet, we hope! 
The church has a witness to bear in the environs of Sodom!
‘Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord’ (Ps.33:12). 
The British Isles were once before under the ravages of a 
pagan culture and the Gospel came and brought hope and 
transformation. This nation has a godly heritage. May this 
nation’s present Queen hold fast a Christian testimony to the 
people and to those who will follow her on her throne when 
she enters into the presence of the Almighty.
God has promised if men will not correct themselves, He 
will. A day of judgment is coming! Many will not find a place 
in the coming Kingdom of our Lord. They will hear Christ’s 
words: ‘Depart from me, I never knew you!’ When we speak 
of the danger of hell, many will think we are joking. Let this 
not deter us!
The church must never fail to learn from righteous Lot. No 
matter what way society may choose or even our beloved 
family members, God’s holy standards must govern our ethics 
and direct our hearts’ affections. The church must continue to 
bear witness to the truth no matter what suffering it incurs. 
It must seek to bear a persuasive witness to minds perverted 
by the deceptions of wickedness. We must continue to offer 
the most powerful hope to a sinful world. The Lord will open 

the hearts and minds of many who have learned the misery 
of sin. Many sinners have tried to give up their sin and they 
cannot. They understand that they are in bondage, but they 
feel hopeless. They need the message of hope that those who 
are united to Christ in His death are raised with Christ in 
His resurrection to newness of life. They need to hear the 
word of hope: ‘Sin no longer has dominion over you’. The 
gay community needs to hear a message of hope, a message 
of hope for ‘all’ sinners. They must hear that ‘some of us’ in 
Christ’s church, in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), 
were once: fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, 
sodomites, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners. 
And they must hear the glorious words of hope uttered in 
1Corinthians 6:11: ‘And such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God!’ The world 
must hear that God cleanses, justifies and sanctifies sinners by 
His Son our Lord Jesus Christ and by His Holy Spirit, and that 
we are examples of God’s grace. We must lay aside our pride 
that infers we are better than others and that hides our own 
wicked past, and tell what God has done for our souls! 
It is time for those who have been truly redeemed by God 
to tell the world of God’s power to free from the dominion 
of sin. The environs of Sodom in which we live must be 
able to see the lives and hear the voices of those who have 
been transformed by the grace of God. There ‘is’ hope for 
sinners who turn to Jesus Christ! I for one will testify that I 
was addicted in my youth to sexual lust and enslaved to life-
dominating sin and have been set free by the power of God’s 
redeeming grace. My sin was paid for by the Lord Jesus Christ 
on Calvary’s cross and I am being transformed from glory to 
glory by the power of the Spirit of God. Sodomites must hear 
that sodomites can be forgiven and set free from their lust 
by the grace of God! And yes, proud, hedonistic covenant-
breakers who once graced the doors of the church must still 
hear that there is forgiveness with the Lord! The church must 
arise to the challenge of living in the environs of Sodom! 

'God will not tolerate the 
practice of wickedness forever. 

His glory will depart from a 
people who have turned their 
backs on Him. "Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God?" 
Both Scotland and the United 

States once professed allegiance 
to Christ as Christian nations. 
Oh, how far we have fallen!'
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Books
Puritan Reformed 

Journal
Editor: Dr Joel Beeke, 

January 2013 Vol.5 Number 1,
$35 including postage.

This Journal focuses on several areas in 
the Seminary syllabus, and offers articles 

of differing quality and reliability. Some offer 
real insights, others borrow heavily from 
standard works, others state the practically 
obvious.
Joel Beeke’s article is an excellent 
historical study of Zanchius’ Latin treatise 
on Predestination with reference to 
its translator A M Toplady, showing the 
background of Arminianism in the 18th 
century. Arminianism is also a continuing 
danger to the Biblical doctrine of salvation 
by free and sovereign grace.
The article by Ryan M McGraw on the 
spiritual preparation for ordination exams 
will be found especially helpful to divinity 
students.
The opening article by Michael Barrett gives 
a fine experimental exposition of Psalm 
139, ‘God and me’. This is a fine example of 
‘theology in practice’.
The jewel of the collection is C W Bogosh’s 
article on ‘Body-soul and Biblical Counselling’, 
which is psychologically accurate, acute 
and stimulating. This article is actually an 
Appendix from his larger work ‘The Puritans 
on how to care for the sick and dying’ 
(Good Samaritan Books, 2011). One point, 
among the many made, is worthy of note, 
ie that the bodily state often affects the 
soul, and not just vice-versa. In other words, 
mental conditions can be caused by bodily 
processes, eg corruption, decay, imbalance. 
(This is not to be confused with the ‘medical 
model’ where humans are simply regarded 
as chemical machines). We are not only 
psychosomatic beings but also somapsychic 
[word coined by this reviewer]. Anyone 
dealing with the severely ill and the dying 
will greatly benefit from Bogosh’s writing.

In conclusion, this journal will be found 
useful to the critical and discriminating 
reader, but is not essential to the ordinary 
reader.

Rev James Clark

Samuel Rutherford 
An Introduction to His Theology

Editor: Matthew Vogan, 
Scottish Reformation Society, 

354 pp., £10.95 (plus p&p) 
direct from www.lulu.com

This substantial collection of essays on 
the Covenanter theologian Samuel 

Rutherford (1600-1661) is the first volume 
in the ‘Academic Series’ of the Scottish 
Reformation Society. This series, which has 
also seen the publication of an academic 
study by an American scholar on James Begg, 
seems intended to bring academic work by 
Christian researchers in the field of Scottish 
church history to a wider audience, which 
we certainly welcome as a commendable 
objective.
Rutherford is not an attractive character 
in every respect. He described himself as 
‘a man of extremes’, and even in an age of 
vehement disputes was notorious for the 
vitriol with which he engaged in church 
controversy. His colleague Robert Blair, 
who adopted the opposite position in the 
division in the Church of Scotland of the 
early 1650s, was horrified by the violence 
with which Rutherford refused to come 
and assist at his communion season. ‘I would 
rather have had my right hand hacked off at 
the cross of Edinburgh than have written 
such things’, he commented. Yet the same 
man has left his most enduring legacy in the 
passion and devotion of his famous Letters, 
repeatedly reprinted, with their glowing 
Christ-centredness, and warm pastoral 
concern. 
It is therefore appropriate that this collection, 
having first placed its subject in historical 
context, gives the first place to addressing 
Rutherford’s pastoral theology.
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Especially important is Guy Richard’s defence of the intense 
romantic and marital imagery in which Rutherford conveys 
the believer’s union with Christ. Richard shows how such 
language is grounded in Biblical exegesis, theology and personal 
experience. Helpfully, he rejects the term ‘mysticism’ in 
connection with Rutherford’s writings as altogether too vague, 
and makes the stimulating suggestion that the exploration of 
Christian experience and emotion can really be considered 
as a branch of theology; he suggests the term ‘affectionate 
theology’, of which Rutherford is of course a master. 
The collection goes on to address Rutherford as a covenant 
theologian, where he made important contributions, in clearly 
describing God’s dealings with man in Eden as a covenant of 
works, and in delineating the covenant of redemption between 
the Persons of the Trinity from the covenant of grace in which 
man and God are reconciled. Rutherford developed eleven 
arguments to support this view, and this portion of his work 
is reprinted as one of several extracts from his writings in this 
collection. These arguments deserve thoughtful engagement 
from those who question this distinction, which has since 
become fairly standard in Reformed theology. It is interesting 
to note how the concept of covenant recurs repeatedly 
throughout this work, in Rutherford’s own life story in his 
devotion to the Covenants, in his systematic theology, and 
equally in his political theology, where it informs his description 
of the relationship between a king and his kingdom.
It is in the area of political theology where Rutherford 
feels most remote from us today, with his denunciation of 
‘cursed liberty of conscience’ and his conviction that the 
ruler is bound under the Solemn League and Covenant to 
impose Presbyterianism on the whole British Isles, by force 
if necessary, and suppress all opposing religious systems. It is 
chastening for those who romanticise the past to realise that 
Rutherford would have endorsed the persecution of a Baptist 
independent like John Bunyan, were it only being done in the 
interests of Presbyterianism rather than Anglicanism. David 
McKay and Crawford Gribben explore this uncomfortable 
territory with admirable frankness. The Free Church of 
Scotland made clear in an Act of Assembly in 1846 that  ‘she 
disclaims intolerant or persecuting principles’.
It should be stated that this collection is easily the heaviest 
material the revived SRS has produced so far, and unlike 
such publications as the Bulwark or the Historical Journal, 
which are much more accessible, would be unlikely to appeal 
to a reader without a strong interest in historical theology. 
Rutherford has a dry reputation as a writer on theological 
subjects, as opposed to his devotional works, and the 
extracts reprinted are mostly quite heavy-going. But on the 
positive side, the collection brings together a lot of the best 

research on Rutherford from sympathetic and Reformed 
writers within the last twenty years, and will therefore be 
an indispensable reference for anyone undertaking academic 
study of Rutherford in the future. Typically of the SRS, it is an 
attractive volume, with a professional standard of presentation 
throughout. Anyone desiring to read Rutherford at his warm 
and spiritual best could look at the ‘Dying Testimony’ (pp.342-
49) which closes the volume, where the dying Rutherford 
movingly acknowledges past blessing and past failure, and the 
arrival of the new King Charles II as an inescapable sign of 
the coming of the Lord’s hand on the nation in judgment, and 
commits himself afresh to faithfulness to his Saviour in life and 
in death.

Rev Alasdair J Macleod

A Personal Appreciation of 
D A Macfarlane

J Cameron Fraser
Guardian Books, pbk, 62pp, £5.50 plus £1.00 p&p,

Available from Peter & Rachel Reynolds, Tel: 01862 893236, 
Email: peter@PeterReynoldsBooks.com.

The author, Rev J Cameron Fraser, lost both his parents 
as a young child. He, with his two older sisters, went to 

live with their Aunt Ella who was married to Rev Donald A 
Macfarlane, then minister of the Free Presbyterian Church 
in Dingwall. Rev John Tallach who is married to Cameron 
Fraser’s sister edited I Shall Arise: The Life and Ministry of Donald 
A Macfarlane in 1984 but that book is now out of print. So 
the present volume seeks to bring the godly Mr Macfarlane 
back to remembrance. Having grown up under the gentle 
and loving direction and ministry of Mr Macfarlane, Cameron 
Fraser seeks to give his own appreciation of him here. What a 
blessing it was for him to grow up in such a home! Macfarlane 
began his ministry in Sutherland-shire in 1914 and retired 
from Dingwall in 1973 after a total of 59 years in the active 
ministry which included many years as tutor to ministerial 
students. He was a gifted minister who had a thorough grasp 
of Hebrew and Greek and loved the Puritans whom he read 
voraciously. Along with this he had a deep humility and a 
Christian charity towards all the Lord’s people. ‘The righteous 
shall be in everlasting remembrance’ (Ps.112:6).

Rev William Macleod

Books
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Monday Evening

On Monday evening Rev James Gracie (retiring 
Moderator) took the chair and preached on Mark 
2:9: ‘Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the 

palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take 
up thy bed, and walk?’ Mr Gracie challenged the Assembly, 
demonstrating how in the midst of antagonism, the proven 
power of Christ remains our strength, and is our watchword 
for advancing with the great Gospel of Jesus.

New Moderator
After the address Rev HJT Woods proposed the name of 
Rev Warren Gardner to serve as Moderator of the 2013 
General Assembly. Mr Woods emphasised the suitability of Mr 
Gardner as a man of conviction, one not unwilling to suffer 
loss by applying to become a minister of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing). Wryly Mr Woods noted that we were 
making history by proposing a citizen of the US to moderate 
the General Assembly; however Scripture says where his 
citizenship ultimately lies. The motion was seconded by 
Mr David Broyles, Elder, Greenville. No other motion was 
proposed, making the decision unanimous.
In accepting the Moderator’s chair Mr Gardner spoke of it 
being a servant’s place, and of his readiness to surrender his 
vote in order to convene this gathering.
The first items of business were then attended to. On 
Monday evening these are relatively routine matters, including 
agreeing to Standing Orders (a bit like a rule book for the 
good order of the Assembly), and appointing men to various 
committees which meet during the week. These committees 
perform a variety of functions including checking over synod 
and committee minute books, discussing what business can 
properly be admitted into the Assembly and collating a note 
of any ministers and elders of the Church who have passed 
into glory since the Assembly last met.

Assembly Arrangements Committee
The Report was presented by Rev William Macleod. This 
Committee is in charge of the arrangements for the holding 
of the Assembly. There were no great changes and special 
thanks were accorded to Mrs Janet MacKenzie, the Office 
Manager, for all the work she does at the Assembly and indeed 
throughout the year. Mr Cameron Macleay was thanked for 
his work as Clerk to the Finance Committee for the last 12 
years.
Mr Alex Watt (Elder, Aberdeen) and Mr John MacLean (Elder, 
North Uist) were appointed Assembly precentors for English 
and Gaelic singing respectively. The sitting of the Assembly 
then closed with prayer to meet again for business the next 
morning, but before then, an invitation was given to all to 
attend the Moderator’s reception in the nearby church hall.
At the reception a varied and sumptuous buffet was prepared, 
after which the new Moderator invited four men to make 
speeches. Beginning with Rev John MacLeod (Portmahomack), 
then Rev John W Keddie, Rev Gavin Beers and closing with 
the Moderator’s son-in-law, Rev R McCurley, the speeches 
brought good humour together with a portrait of our 
Moderator as a man of deep humility, determined conviction, 
and always ready to give honour to his gracious Saviour. The 
Reception was drawn to a close with worship.

Tuesday Morning
Tuesday morning’s meeting began with the Moderator’s 
address, which was given under the title of ‘The challenge of 
living in the environs of Sodom’. Taking as his backdrop the 
sixteenth chapter of Ezekiel, Mr Gardner delivered a gripping 
exposition of how the church has been entangled in the 
sins and practices of Sodom before, what other sins were 
associated with Sodom, and how the church was to behave 
whilst being in the midst of such a godless culture. Rather than 
being just another exposé of the sins of the age (which was 
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certainly included), the focus was very much on equipping the 
church to meet the needs of the age, and to live godly in this 
present evil world..
The Moderator was  thanked by Rev G Craig, Assistant Clerk 
of Assembly, for his address.
Taking up the business of the day, the Assembly then heard the 
minute of the first Sederunt (Monday night) read out. This is 
done to ensure that the record of the previous day’s events 
is agreed each day, so ensuring the greatest possible fidelity in 
the minutes of the Assembly.
The next item of business was the Report of the Bills and 
Overtures Committee, convened by Mr John MacKenzie 
(Elder, Assynt). This committee had met earlier that morning to 
consider if any papers or appeals or overtures could properly 
be passed into the Assembly. It was their recommendation 
that all papers be passed into the Assembly, which was then 
agreed.
Next on the Agenda was the Report of the Business Committee, 
Convener, Rev Kenneth Macdonald. This committee are 
responsible for ensuring the smooth running of the Assembly, 
and propose the timetable to follow for the week. 
The Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the 
Queen was delivered by the Moderator of the Assembly with 
all Commissioners standing to hear the address. This address, 
as its name suggests, pledges the loyalty of the gathered 
ministers and elders, and craves God’s blessing on our 
Monarch.  This document is scripted, and passed to the First 
Minister of Scotland, for passing on to Her Majesty.

Ecumenical Relations Committee
There followed the Report of the Ecumenical Relations 
Committee, which was submitted by its Convener Rev MAN 
Macleod. In his presentation Mr Macleod spoke of the blessing 
of the communion of saints, and how this applies at both 
individual and denominational levels.
Ecumenical bodies in which we are involved include the 
International Conference of Reformed Churches, the 
European Conference of Reformed Churches, and Affinity. 
A question had been raised over the fidelity of Affinity to 
its original doctrinal position, and the Committee had been 
carefully considering this. 
Across Scotland the committee have had a number of 
contacts to pursue. . One such opportunity was  a churches 
forum organised by the Associated Presbyterian Churches. 
We accepted the invitation, grateful for the opportunity to 
explain our own position, and were  represented by Rev Allan 
Murray and Rev James Gracie. Our position has been to affirm 
clearly our conviction that matters of discipline and worship 
would have to be addressed first before any co-operation 
could be contemplated. 
We were also approached by the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, who were  seeking a meeting with 
our denomination on the subject of closer relations and 
what barriers may exist to such. This meeting has not yet 
been arranged, although the committee have appointed 
representatives.
With regard to the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 
the Assembly were pleased to have present two observers for 
a few days of the Assembly. 
Moving abroad, we were pleased to have delegates from the 

United Reformed Churches of North America, from the 
Australian Free Church and from the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia. (Other delegates are noted later in the Report.)
Following presentation of the Report the Moderator called 
for questions. 
Mr Lindsay MacCallum, (elder, Kiltearn) asked if a Statement 
produced as a result of the APC meetings was one to which 
the FCC had agreed. 
Mr Gracie responded by saying that there was a Statement 
which had come out of the Forum, but that our representatives 
had not endorsed it. It still had to go before the Committee.
Rev Kenneth Macdonald aired concern over Affinity, and 
sought information on a document prepared by them in 
response to criticism. It was answered that the response had 
been placed on the Affinity website, but that the Committee 
had not met since then, and would be considering the 
response at their next meeting. 
There being no further questions, the Report was seconded 
by Rev William Macleod, who spoke of a desire to see closer 
ties with the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, but felt 
that any such ties would have to wait for greater openness 
on their part. He expressed delight at the presence of 
the RPCI observers, and commented that the Scottish RP 
enquiry was tentative, seeking information and clarification 
on what things divide us. Overall he noted with pleasure the 
interest that existed in true unity around principle, for which 
the Lord prayed in John 17. As well as a number of Dutch 
churches mentioned in the Report, Mr Macleod also drew 
attention to two smaller bodies with whom we have become 
involved through mission work in Sri Lanka and China. These 
bodies were more conservative than some of the churches 
mentioned in the Report, and it was hoped to look  into the 
possibility of closer links to them in the future. 
The motion being duly moved and seconded, the Moderator 
next called for speakers. 
Rev Timothy McGlynn, who is our denominational 
representative onAffinity,  spoke about a recent conference 
and expressed his appreciation of most of the papers given. 
He urged a continued rôle in Affinity, remarking that he felt 
it was incumbent upon us to do all that we can to be wise, 
helpful and responsible partners in such a body.
Rev Raymond Kemp next spoke, assuring us that he did have 
an ecumenical bone in his body! He reminded the Assembly 
that our concern must be first purity then peace, and quoted 
from a sermon of the late Rev Callum Matheson. He further 
urged caution for the sake of our young people.
Rev James Gracie then gave a more detailed Report on 
the meetings organised by the APC. Also present were 
representatives from the International Presbyterian Church, 
the Free Church and the APC. Mr Gracie commented that the 
Forum needs caution in terms of our involvement. 
Rev K Macdonald asked for the Committee to give more 
detailed consideration to what they envisage as our future 
place within Affinity.
Rev David Blunt was encouraged to note mention in the 
Report of a paper on the principles underlying ecumenical 
relations. On a practical note, he asked if the Committee 
would be able to give guidelines to those involved in the 
Church Website which bodies it is appropriate for the site to 
have links to. 
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Rev David Fraser reported on his role within the World Focus 
Team of Affinity, and their plans to have a missions conference 
next year in Scotland. 
Rev Gavin Beers gave support to such talks as are ongoing, 
noting the need for humility. What defined us as a denomination 
was a constitution and adherence to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and the principles that we all signed up 
to. He spoke of the difference between what defines us and 
other things that we may do that we can mistakenly believe 
define us. He urged the Committee to ask the question: 
Would the points at issue separate us in the first place?
After letters from various churches and organisations were 
noted, and replies agreed, the first session of the day was 
adjourned for lunch.

Delegates
On resuming business, the Moderator invited delegates from 
three Presbyterian denominations to address the Assembly, 
Rev Philip Ross (Associated Presbyterian Churches), Rev 
Brian Norton (Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England 
and Wales) and Rev Bob Thomas (Presbyterian Church of 
Australia).
Mr Ross spoke of an attempt to redevelop the APCs’ work in 
Wick, and his conviction that our God never leads his church 
into the wilderness but to bless her.
Mr Norton spoke of how his relatively recently established 
denomination valued connections with older bodies such as 
our own, and gave an update on the existing congregations 
and church plants of the EPCEW.
Mr Thomas brought greetings from Professor Allan Harman, 
and referenced a painful event in his own church’s history 
in 1977, when their denomination was purged of its more 
liberalising elements.
The Moderator  thanked each of the delegatesfor their 
presence and words.

Finance and Sustentation Committee
Next was the Report of the Finance and Sustentation 
Committee, presented by Dr A Naylor.
Dr Naylor acknowledged our small size, but also that we 
seek to do a great work. He spoke of the challenges facing a 
number of congregations with the conclusion of legal matters, 
and asked for prayer for them. The Committee were asking 
for an increase in the ministerial stipend by £1000 per annum 
to £19,000, this being the first proposed increase since 2008. 

Other church employees’ salaries would also be raised in 
keeping with this increase.
The church had no deficit for the year 2012, but rather a 
healthy overall surplus. However this was due to several 
unique features of the year, mostly  the ending of major legal 
costs, which would not be repeated. The underlying picture 
remained one of some concern, with the church projected to 
slip back into a deficit situation later this year.
The Central Building Fund stood at £27,000 at the end of 
2012, and the Committee were still considering the wisest 
way to make use of that fund, to maximise the benefit it can 
provide to as many congregations in need as possible. The 
current balance of the Central Building Fund was around 
£40,000.
Noting the section in the Report giving a review of the 
Congregations under Special Arrangements, Dr Naylor 
commented that whilst some such congregations were indeed 
seeing encouragement, others had serious difficulties to face. 
With the permission of the Assembly, Dr Naylor then invited 
the General Treasurer, Mr Angus Macmillan, to go over some 
areas in detail.
Mr Macmillan first of all highlighted the overall surplus 
of £100,000, but itemised a £12,000 legacy and a major 
reduction in legal expenses (by £76,000) as the particular 
reasons for that. He noted that overall remittances to Central 
Funds had dropped by £19,000, whilst at the same time total 
congregational income rose by 2%. Gift Aid constituted 16% 
of our income. Stipends sustaining the ministry, and salaries 
to other church workers, totalled £490,000, or 84% of all 
remittances.
The Assembly agreed to a £1,000 funeral grant to help defray 
expenses for the families on the death of any of our retired 
ministers in a Scottish Presbytery. 
Looking at congregations more closely, total income here 
had risen by about 10%, with congregations holding fabric 
funds of £175,000. Only eleven congregations contributed 
more to central funds than the payroll costs of the ministry. 
Total numbers attending our churches were some 1400, 
a drop of 4% from the previous year. Just over half of our 
communicant members were over 65. Average Sabbath 
attendances were down, whilst Prayer Meetings were static. 
Combined congregational assets now totalled over three 
million pounds. Looking at the picture so far in 2013, Mr 
Macmillan reported an increase in remittances of 4%, one 
legacy of £3000, and other donations of £6,000. Focussing 
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on the future, Mr Macmillan highlighted a projected deficit 
for next year of £65,000, and encouraged the church to train 
young people in the principles of giving to the Lord from their 
youth.
The Moderator then called for questions.
Rev G Craig asked whether the Central Building Fund would 
deal with grants or loans.
It was replied that it was able to be of greater use as loans.
Mr Craig further asked about wills and legacies being 
incorrectly taken by lawyers to refer to the larger body called 
the Free Church of Scotland and not us. How could this be 
addressed?
It was replied that there was one case where a congregation 
had been disadvantaged in this way, and the Committee were 
seeking further advice.
The Report was then moved.
Rev JW Keddie  seconded the Report, giving special thanks 
to the Treasurer, the outgoing Clerk, and the Finance 
Administrator. He also highlighted the great support, in 
terms of supplying pulpits, performed by elders and retired 
ministers. He included those who were no longer able to 
preach  and sought the prayers of the brethren for those men 
now in weaker bodily health.
Rev G Craig brought forward  two  amendments, one of 
which proposed a different approach to setting up a scheme 
for  the operation of the Central Building Fund, and the other 
a fuller specification of  the new ministerial funeral grant.  
The Moderator called for speakers to the Report.
Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat) thanked the Committee for the 
proposed stipend increase, and the documentation noting the 
difference between stipend and salary. He was also grateful to 
see the introduction of a funeral grant, though he questioned 
the restrictions imposed.
Rev J Gracie spoke in favour of the Central Building Fund 
being used for loans, as opposed to grants.
Rev G Craig considered it a positive matter that we may, with 
the settled supply of our pulpits, be in a sufficiently healthy 
position regarding manpower as to look at church plants in 
the future.
Mr John MacKenzie paid tribute to Mr Donald Robertson, 
resident lay agent, for his labours in Assynt and Duirinish.
The Convener  thanked the speakers for their contributions 
to the debate, and assured them that the points raised would 
be taken up by the Committee. With the permission of the 
Assembly, he accepted Mr Craig’s amendment regarding 
the ministerial funeral grant. On a vote being taken, the 
amendment regarding the Central Building Fund was defeated 
by a majority.

Petitions
Petitions from the Inverness, Northern, and United States 
Presbyteries were brought before the Assembly seeking  
assessors to be appointed to each Presbytery respectively.
These were all moved, seconded and agreed.
Rev G MacDonald questioned why both  the Inverness and 
Northern Presbyteries were seeking assessors instead of 
petitioning to be amalgamated into a single Presbytery. This 
seemed especially apt, given that Inverness as a Presbytery has 
no vacant charges, yet continues to seek Assessors.
Thus the first sederunt of the day closed, and the Assembly 

adjourned until the evening.

Tuesday evening
Welfare of Youth and Education
The Moderator called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth 
and Education Committee.
Mr Donald John Morrison, Convener, presented to the 
Moderator Miss Lily Craig (Stornoway) and Master Matthew 
Keddie (Shettleston) prize-winners in the Sabbath School 
exams for the Junior Class.
On the Monday evening a presentation had been made to Mr 
Jonathan Gillies (Stornoway) prizewinner in  the Bible Class 
exam.
The Moderator spoke movingly to each winner, and urged 
them to remember their Creator in the days of their youth.
Presenting   the Committee’s Report , Mr Morrison spoke of 
how Scotland’s young people were caught up in the crisis of 
our national life. Since its legalisation, Scotland had aborted 
1.4 million babies. 
Mr Morrison thanked Dr Murdoch Murchison for maintaining 
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the funds needed for the Maurine Murchison prize. 
He also thanked the Committee Clerk for the great work 
done in revamping the presentation of the Sabbath School 
workbooks.
Turning to the All Age Holiday, great appreciation was 
expressed for the tireless work of Mr Derick Gillies 
in organising the week. The Youth Camp had kept up a 
worthwhile work, and thanks were expressed to Rev Greg 
MacDonald and also to Rev James MacInnes for leading the 
talks at last year’s camp.
In regard to Christian Education, it was reported that 
a delegation from the Committee had met with Board 
members of the Lewis Independent Christian School, and 
that this had been a worthwhile experience for all involved. 
The Committee were also encouraged by the plans in hand 
to develop a new Christian school in Glasgow.
There being no questions, Mr Morrison moved as in the 
print.
The Report was seconded by Rev Greg MacDonald who gave 
a brief review of last year’s youth camp, and an update on the 
progress and plans being made for this summer.
The Moderator called for speakers.
Rev Maurice Roberts asserted that our schools once excelled 
because of the input from the church. Sadly this input had 
declined seriously. God’s truth was not being set before young 
minds. Having taken away the supreme authority of Scripture, 
our state schools had replaced it with evolution.
Rev David Fraser was delighted to see Matthew Keddie from 
his own congregation receiving a Sabbath School Prize. He 
spoke of the need to involve more of our children in the 
exams.
Rev John MacLeod made a plea for accuracy in getting 
children’s names spelled correctly on the certificates.
Rev Harry Woods made the suggestion that if it was graded 
by number (1, 2, 3) instead of age (Infant, Junior, Bible Class) 
then perhaps it would be easier for those with no background 
to begin at the beginning, rather than feeling humiliated or 
insulted when handed an ‘Infant’ workbook, or at the other 
extreme, being handed a Bible Class workbook, but without 
the needed teaching to be able to cope with it.
Rev Timothy McGlynn commended the Sabbath School 
course, saying that in Aberdeen they have a lady in her 40s 
doing the Bible Class course. He also complimented the Youth 
Camps, and encouraged the church to continue with them.
Rev G Craig suggested that the number of Sabbath Schools 

who don’t use the FCC syllabus was a major factor in 
explaining why more children did not sit the exams.
He urged parents to take a greater interest and place more 
insistence on the exams, saying that exams give a stimulus 
to help learn. We must realise the battle for our children’s 
minds.
Rev James MacInnes expressed his pleasure at seeing reference 
in the Report to Christian schooling in Glasgow and Lewis, 
and urged the Assembly to also remember the Mannafields 
Christian School in Edinburgh.

Delegates
The Assembly then paused for the reception of delegates. 
Rev Thomas Dreyer of the Reformed Churches in South 
Africa was invited by the Moderator to address the Assembly. 
He said that these Churches’ greatest challenge and blessing 
had been  bringing together in local Presbyteries their black 
and white congregations,  who previously met only at national 
level.
Rev James Millar of the Scottish Reformation Society was 
next to speak. He spoke of how we need a third Reformation 
and that now we have to stand not only against Rome but the 
Church of Scotland’s errors too.
The Moderator invited Rev Jason Tuinstra, United Reformed 
Churches of North America, to address the Assembly.
Mr Tuinstra spoke of being the first representative from 
the URCNA to address our Assembly and graciously spoke 
of their pleasure and the relationship forged by mutual 
commitment. The URCNA was formally organised in 1996 
at Synod, after a painful time. The preceding years had seen 
their church surrender the authority of Scripture to issues of 
the day. The URCNA have 115 churches, with 24,000 souls. 
He closed by extending an invitation to the URCNA Synod 
of 2014.
The delegates were thanked by the Moderator, and were each 
presented with the gift of a Psalm-Singing CD.

Special Committee on Psalmody
This Report was given in by Rev WB Scott, Convener. Nearly 
seventy had sat the Psalmody test. He urged the ministers and 
elders to make known the availability of the psalmody CDs. A 
phrase he has often used is worth remembering: the tune is 
a wheelbarrow to carry the words. Mr Scott thanked all who 
stand and lead the congregation in praise, as well as the Clerk 
to the Committee.
The Report was seconded by Rev Andrew Allan, who 
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highlighted the new Staff Psalter available at an excellent 
price of £10. This substantial project drew Mr Allan’s thanks 
for the printer, and for Rev Bert Pohl, Rev Harry Woods, and 
the Convener.
The Report being seconded the Moderator called for other 
motions. 
Rev David Fraser presented an Addendum (a proposed 
addition to the Committee’s proposal, but which does not 
counter anything in the Report).
Mr Fraser’s proposal was for a voluntary Precentors’ exam. 
He spoke of the need to educate our Precentors. They lead 
the worship for a good bit of the service, and training is wise. 
This Addendum was accepted by the Convener with the 
permission of his seconder.
The Moderator called for speakers.
Rev John MacLeod was delighted to see the Staff Psalter finally 
reprinted, and warmly commended the committee.
Mr Peter Thurlow confessed that he ‘can’t sing for toffee’. 
However he had bought two copies of the new Psalter 
himself to send to friends! The  vital aspect was to sing with 
the understanding, and to train our people in understanding 
what they sing was most vital. 
Rev Richard Ross commended the psalmody workshops, 
having hosted them for the last five years within the Skye & 
Lochcarron  Presbytery.
Capt MacLean spoke of the generosity of the Scotts in 
giving their time, and the appreciation of the Stornoway 
congregation for their workshops.
Rev Warren Gardner spoke of the thirst in our US 
congregations for a Staff Psalter, such that scouring of online 
auction sites was a common but costly method of procuring 
them. He submitted his deep appreciation for the new Staff 
Psalter.
In reply Mr Scott spoke of a sense of being humbled to be of 
some little use.
With this the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

Wednesday Morning
The morning began with devotions of prayer, praise and 
Scripture reading. Along with the singing of Psalms and the 
reading of 2 Chronicles 7 and John 15, the Moderator called 
on the following brethren to lead in prayer: John Macleod 
(Duthil-Dores, retd), Lindsay MacCallum, Timothy McGlynn, 
Peter Thurlow, James MacInnes and Callum MacLean.

Public Questions, Religion and Morals
The Moderator called for the Report of the Public Questions, 
Religion and Morals Committee, presented by Rev D Blunt.
This year’s Report did not concentrate on any single issue, 
but rather was divided into areas moral, political, and 
ecclesiastical. In addressing the major moral questions of our 
nation, the Report highlighted abortion, so-called same-sex 
marriage and euthanasia. Mr Blunt asked: ‘Given its deplorable 
decision to permit the ordination of ministers in same-sex 
relationships how can the Church of Scotland any longer be 
a light to our nation?’
The Report also highlighted two issues of a political sort, 
namely Scottish independence and the Act of Settlement. 
Turning to ecclesiastical matters, the Report focussed on the 
place of the Church of England and the Church of Scotland, 
as well as the turbulence within the Roman Catholic Church. 
Rev Murdo AN Macleod spoke of the very real sadness 
of having innocent children placed into such homes as are 
parodies of true marriage.
Rev Maurice Roberts assessed the Report as a thorough, 
Biblical evaluation of the current moral situation. This today 
was very hard to find. Soon we would face the Judge. He 
directed the fathers and brethren to chapters 9 in each of 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Daniel. There theywould find men who 
cried to heaven for help.
Rev Raymond Kemp bemoaned the shocking statistics of the 
UK where abortion results in the  deaths of 600 babies per 
day. He spoke of the need to present and provide alternatives, 
such as adoption.
Rev David Fraser highlighted the place of local congregations 
and Presbyteries to inform the Committee of local 
situations.
Mr John MacKenzie drew the attention of the Court to 
brethren in the national Church who opposed the same-sex 
legislation, noting that the Church of Scotland still operated 
under the Barrier Act, and so Presbyteries would yet have 
their say.

Delegate
The Moderator invited Rev Norman Reid, Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, to address the Assembly. Mr 
Reid brought greetings from the EPCI, and expressed unity in 
the faith with us. We shared many things in common, having 
the same Saviour and the same enemy. 

Revs R Kemp & J Murray                          Rev Richard Ross with David Craig                         Rev Andrew Allan
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Report of Publications Committee
The Moderator called for the Report of the Publications 
Committee, convened by Rev WB Scott. Mr Scott reported 
on the work of the Committee throughout the year, 
highlighting the reprinting of the new setting for the Shorter 
Catechism and the redesign of the denominational website. 
Grateful thanks were expressed to Rev Bert Pohl for his work 
in designing the new website. 
A presentation was also made to Rev Harry Woods who is 
stepping down from editing the Explorer. Rev MAN Macleod 
was appointed to be the new editor. 
Rev Harry Woods spoke of his sense of privilege at having 
edited the Explorer, and despite standing down, continued his 
annual plea for material.
Mr Lindsay MacCallum spoke of the progress of the book 
being prepared on the history of the Division of 2000. 
Rev Bert Pohl was thankful for the appreciation of the 
website, noting that his priority was to work himself out of a 
job, so that others could update it themselves! The site was 
built to be secure and adaptable. To date the recently launched 
site had had 10,000 page views, with 17% of traffic being from 
mobile devices.
Rev David Blunt highlighted the substantial cost saving of 
£4000 brought to the Church  annually by the change of 
printers of the magazines.
He noted that the circulation of the Church magazines was 
slowly declining. The 2013 Yearbook was expected in time for 
the June committees.
Mr Glenn Fraser commented on the Spring Conference. The 
new venue of the APC church at Kingsview was a definite 
improvement for the Conference and thanks were due to 
Flora MacLeod and Anne Macaulay for providing a children’s 
programme, as well as to Joan Mackintosh for the catering. 
The addresses from Rev James Clark and Rev John Macleod 
are available on the website. 

Delegates
There was then another Order of the Day at which Rev A 
Macleod-Mair, Protestant Truth Society, and Mr David Larlham, 
Trinitarian Bible Society, were introduced to the Moderator 
and addressed the Assembly. Mr Larlham presented a Bible 
from the TBS to the Moderator. 

Training of the Ministry and Admissions 
The Report of the Training of the Ministry and Admissions 

Committee was presented by Rev Timothy McGlynn. The 
theme of this year’s Report was the need for an educated 
ministry, not to professionalise the ministry, but to maintain 
a rigour in the study of the Word, always ensuring that the 
Word rules the mind and not the reverse. The Apostles were 
called ignorant and unlearned but they had been with Jesus. 
Mr McGlynn continued by asserting that we should not think 
there is nothing we can learn from the places of learning in 
our land. By their emphasis on education, the Reformers  had 
countered the problem of the ignorance of Roman clerics. We 
would be foolhardy to throw away the benefits of an educated 
ministry now. To reinforce the point Mr McGlynn noted 
that a welltrained ministry had opened the door to mission 
opportunities in China, Sri Lanka and Zambia. 
The Moderator called for questions.
Rev David Fraser enquired about the suggestion of a link with 
Cranmer College for the purposes of awarding degrees to 
students. In reply it was stated that no further contacts were 
expected with regard to Cranmer College.
The Deliverance was then moved as in the printed Report, 
and received a formal seconding (meaning that the seconder 
did not speak more than to second the motion).
An addendum was then proposed by Rev D Fraser, asking 
that, due to the decline of moral and academic standards of 
universities in Scotland, the Committee be instructed by the 
Assembly to look at what might be available elsewhere, which 
would include the Committee reassessing the validity and 
value of training in Scottish universities.
Rev James Gracie asked a series of questions of Mr Fraser. 
In reply Mr Fraser stated that he did indeed believe that 
universities had never been worse morally, though he accepted 
that there had been times when their academic standards 
were poorer. Mr Fraser felt that Scottish universities ought to 
come under a systematic assessment, and that the Committee 
might indeed find more suitable training abroad, perhaps in 
the United States and elsewhere. 
The Moderator called for speakers.
Rev William Macleod,while thankful that there had been no 
problems with the Quinquennial visitation of the Seminary, 
wondered whether it was appropriate for the Quinquennial 
Report to appear in the Assembly Reports.
Rev Greg MacDonald spoke in favour of Mr Fraser’s addendum, 
commenting that it was not sufficient to reply that universities 
had always been of dubious moral standards. He asserted that 
it was a thoroughly godly and Christian-based education that 
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best prepared men academically. He urged the Assembly not to 
submit to the thinking that godless but established universities 
would be the assumed best course for our divinity students. 
He further noted that Mr Fraser’s motion was doing no more 
than asking for this to be looked at by the Committee, and 
was not committing them to any outcome or conclusion.
Rev James Gracie spoke with vigour and some sense of 
frustration about being told by people not to send children to 
state primary schools, nor state secondary schools, and now 
not to utilise the universities.
Rev Gavin Beers agreed that we needed an educated ministry 
but he said we did have concerns about modern universities. 
The purpose of giving our children a Christian schooling 
at a younger age was  that they would be able to stand for 
themselves at universities and in the jobs market. His main 
concern about tertiary level education was not just the 
morals, but the anti-intellectualism of modern education. 
Mr Lindsay MacCallum spoke of Calvin’s high view of 
education.
Mr John MacKenzie spoke in support of Mr Fraser’s addendum. 
He reminded the Court that it was only asking for the 
Committee to check and see which courses and places were 
best suited.
Rev WB Scott was last to speak, commenting that we must all 
listen and think for ourselves.
The Assembly then moved to a vote between the Deliverance 
on its own and the Deliverance with Mr Fraser’s addendum. A 
vote being taken a majority were in favour of the Deliverance 
only. 
The General Assembly was then closed with prayer until the 
evening sederunt.

Wednesday evening
Home and Foreign Missions Committee
The Moderator called for the Report of the Home and 
Foreign Missions Committee. This Report was presented by 
Rev Greg MacDonald (Convener).
Mr MacDonald posed the question, ‘What is the Lord doing?’ 
Not, ‘What are the Missions Committee doing?’, but ‘What is 
the Lord doing, and specifically, what is He doing with us?’
Mr MacDonald paid tribute to the Home Mission Worker 
for his ceaseless endeavours, as well as to our missionaries in 
Zambia and Sri Lanka.
Addressing Zambia particularly, Mr MacDonald spoke of 
the need for the Committee, and indeed the Church as 

a whole, not to lose focus or commitment to our most 
established mission, as new missionary opportunities arose. 
The challenge  was to keep our commitment to the existing, 
whilst extending our interest to the new. He spoke of the 
appreciation felt amongst those who enjoyed Mr Lachman’s 
ministry and deputation over last winter, and the thanks due 
to the Leverburgh congregation for providing accommodation 
for his family. Thanks were expressed to Rev and Mrs John 
Macleod and Rev and Mrs Harry Woods for providing lectures 
in Zambia in recent months, as well as to Rev and Mrs David 
Fraser who were invited to attend the tenth graduation 
ceremony of Covenant College. It was noted that Rev Allan 
Murray hoped to  visit Zambia this year, and that Rev Andrew 
Allan had already done so, as the FCC Trustee at the General 
Trustee Meeting in April.
Mr MacDonald outlined briefly the ongoing work in Sri Lanka 
and new opportunities in China, both of which would be 
elaborated on later by other speakers.
He noted the work in Smiths Falls, Canada, and that of the 
US Presbytery throughout the year, again deferring to other 
brethren to give more detail later. His major plea was for the 
permission of the Assembly to give the Committee a mandate 
to investigate what duty might lie upon the FCC with regard 
to Jewish Mission. On this point Mr MacDonald quoted from 
a letter sent from theGeneral Assembly to all known Jewish 
Communities in 1841, where the fathers and brethren then 
asked: ‘How can we but seek the good of that people, by whose 
means, at first, our fathers turned from dumb idols to serve the 
living and true God, and from whom we have received those oracles 
of truth which everywhere testify of his Anointed?’
The Report was  seconded by Rev W Macleod, who addressed 
himself to Sri Lanka and Home Missions. The work in Sri 
Lanka had been greatly encouraged by the support offered 
and received from Ceylon Christian Care, an organisation set 
up some years ago by Reformed Christian businessmen in the 
Netherlands. Having operated in Sri Lanka before, they were 
looking for an opportunity to again support Gospel work in 
that country, and so contacted and met our missionary Rev 
Partheepan Shanmugam. From there links had developed, to 
the extent that we were now engaged in the long-term aim of 
establishing a divinity seminary in Sri Lanka, operating on Free 
Church principles and distinctives.
Turning to consider Home Missions, Mr Macleod drew 
attention to a second request in the deliverance, asking for 
permission to investigate  opportunities for a second Home 
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Mission Worker in our own beloved Scotland. We longed to 
reach out, not only abroad, but at home. 

Missionary Delegates
At this point there was an Order of the Day for the reception 
of missionary delegates and speakers. 

First to address the Assembly was Mr Mike Moore from 
Christian Witness to Israel. He spoke of his distress at the 
changes taking place in the wider Scottish church, with the 
Church of Scotland now saying that the land of Israel did 
not belong to the Jews. As a result he felt at home in a place 
where the Jews were loved. He thanked the Church for their 
donations to CWI, and said how encouraged he was to know 
we were considering doing more. He spoke of how the FCC 
and CWI might yet work together in Jewish evangelism. Here 
he referenced a famed sermon of RM M’Cheyne, on our 
debt to the Jewish people. If we fulfilled that duty, we would 
know blessing. Concerning the work of CWI, he said that the 
translation of all the great Reformed confessions into Hebrew 
was now complete. He also spoke of a work being done in 
Melbourne, Australia amongst a sizeable Jewish community of 
50,000 souls.
Rev Andrew Allan spoke on behalf of Covenant College 
Zambia Trust, and of his recent visit to Petauke. As a result of 
his visit he felt the Lord had given to him a wider view and 
perspective of the work. It was very easy for us to narrow 
our view. Zambia showed the victory of Christ. The major 
business of the Trust at the AGM would be  the appointment 
of a full time principal. This ongoing need was presented for 
our prayers. 
Mr Donald John Morrison, Home Mission Worker, spoke of his 
work over the last twelve months. This included anecdotes of 
his experiences as wide-ranging as sending Gospel literature 
to our MSPs, to encountering a Jew, but initially mistaking him 
to be a Muslim, and  a third encounter with infamous anti-God 
evangelist Richard Dawkins!
Rev William Macleod  spoke of a recent visit to China, and 
to a fledgling Presbyterian Bible College there. Mr Macleod 
outlined how the contact came about, and the involvement of 
Hudson Taylor Ministries. He had been able to visit the college 

and meet the main driving forces behind the project, and also  
to give lectures  to ministers and students. Rev MAN Macleod 
had visited more recently, but was unwell on that night of 
the Assembly and so unable to speak. It was hoped that Rev 
Maurice Roberts would visit later this year. 

Speakers
The Moderator then called for speakers to the Missions 
Report. 
Rev Bert Pohl spoke of the ongoing work in Smiths Falls, and 
mentioned especially  an imminent change of their place of 
worship with a move into the town centre. It was hoped that 
this would raise the profile of the congregation and extend 
its reach significantly to the townsfolk. He asked for prayer 
that Jesus would be pleased to give strength to our brethren 
in this venture of faith.
Rev Robert McCurley gave a sketch of the work of the United 
States Presbytery over the last year. In particular he was 
grateful for the re-appointment of Assessors from Scotland. 
Increasingly the Presbytery desired to feel connected to the 
home church, and the Assessors had helped greatly in this 
regard. He spoke also of the Colloquium held annually and 
the Family Conference, and the opportunities these brought.. 
Half of the  Conference attendees were not connected to an 
FCC congregation. 
Rev David Fraser spoke of the joy of himself and his wife at 
the invitation to return to Zambia, and his satisfaction at the 
ongoing work there, not only with the College but the farm 
and schools ministries too.

Thursday Morning
Morning devotions were led by Rev John Nelson, from the 
Australian  Free Church , who spoke from 2Peter 1:20, 
‘Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation’. Mr Nelson gave a lively and encouraging 
message, taking the Inspiration, Sufficiency, Preservation, and 
Interpretation of the Scriptures as his headings.

Legal Advice and Property Committee
The Moderator then called for the Report of the Legal Advice 
and Property Committee, convened by Rev D Fraser. 
Mr Fraser said that legal matters were coming to a conclusion. 
Being faithful leads us to expect trials. He then went through 
those congregations which were or would be most affected 
by the conclusion of legal matters. Partick congregation were 
now in their new home, worshipping in a building shared with 
the Church of the Nazarene, which was proving pleasant 
and accessible, although it had necessitated pushing back the 
time of the morning service into the early afternoon. As part 
of the settlement the sum of £50,000 had been returned 
to the congregation, and this had been passed on to the 
denomination for defraying legal expenses.
In North Uist agreement had been reached to secure the 
church building and a portion of the land surrounding it. Rev 
and Mrs Blunt had secured alternative accommodation to 
the manse. Kilmuir manse had also been secured, as had all 
the buildings at Snizort. In Lochalsh an agreement seemed 
close. Scalpay had managed their own settlement. Bracadale 
were hopeful of securing the Struan church, but this awaited 
finalisation. They had an ongoing need for a manse. Portree 
were still seeking written agreement, while Dores too were 
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seeking title for the church.
The Committee had also finalised the document outlining the 
Right of Protest, and its continuing character.
Questions followed:
Rev Gavin Beers asked if the document on the Right of 
Continued Protest is taken to be a constitutional document?
In answer the Convener stated that this should be seen as an 
explanatory document, but that where a man cannot agree to 
this interpretation of the principles, but can yet demonstrate 
his faithfulness to  his ordination vows, then he must in that 
case satisfy the courts of the church. There must be room for 
expressing it differently, Mr Fraser stated.
Mr Lindsay MacCallum sought confirmation that this document 
was not retrospective, and the Convener replied that 
examination on the document would not apply to ministers 
or existing elders, only students for the ministry.
Rev Gavin Beers pressed the Convener on how there can be 
the latitude he had affirmed, and who would define the limits 
of that latitude?
In answer Mr Fraser stated that this was not a perfect 
document, but an explanation that may be of assistance to 
Presbyteries and students in coming to an understanding of 
the events around 2000. This document did not come with 
either the power or the authority to bind any man.
Rev William Macleod asked, in relation to what was affirmed 
about the document not being retrospective, ie applicable to 
existing ministers and elders, whether that did not itself imply 
a change in our constitutional position?
In response the Convener again stressed that liberty of 
conscience is a primary matter that we love. So this document 
is not a disciplinary document. It is to bring clarity. Astudent 
would not be failed on this document. 
Rev James Gracie on a point of information explained that the 
document was outlining a right (Right of Continued Protest) 
based upon the headship of Christ which is a church principle, 
but it is not a principle itself. It is simply a right.
The Convener agreed that it was a right not a principle, which 
in this context meant that it was within a man’s rights to 
follow it, but he was not bound so to do, but could choose a 
course other than continued protest. The example of law was 
given, whereby one might have the right to appeal at law, but 
not the duty to do so, should another alternative which does 
not involve sin, present itself.
Capt Callum MacLean enquired if it was the intention 
that students approaching interview at Presbytery level be 
questioned on this document at that time?
In answer he was assured that Presbyteries must decide how 
much use to make of the document. 
Rev Harry Woods then asked in the light of all the questions 
and answers given to them, whether the Committee could 
not accept the amendment by Rev John Keddie of which 
notice had been given?
The Committee, however, were not minded to do so.
Rev Kenneth Macdonald asked if Presbyteries were allowed 
then to ignore the document should they so choose?
It was agreed that this was indeed possible, though  disrespectful 
to the General Assembly.
The Report was then moved by Mr Fraser and seconded by 
Rev Robert Josey. 
Rev JW Keddie then spoke to his amendment. The main point 

of Mr Keddie’s amendment was to include in the finding of 
the Assembly what was already included in the preface to the 
document, that ‘the document in itself has no constitutional 
status and is not therefore binding on office-bearers’.
Mr Keddie having presented his amendment, and been 
questioned on it for some time, the Moderator intervened 
and requested permission of the Court for the movers and 
seconders of each motion to meet and discuss and attempt 
if at all possible to come to a resolution during a ten minute 
recess. To this suggestion the Court gave a hearty welcome, 
and the interested parties withdrew to seek a suitable form 
of words, capable of satisfying both parties.
On resuming the business there was an Order of the Day at 
which the Assembly caterers were thanked for the delicious 
food, and presented by the Moderator with gifts of Psalm- 
singing CDs.
The Assembly then returned to the business of the Legal 
Committee Report.
Mr Keddie moved a revised amendment, agreed in the recess, 
to which Mr Fraser and his seconder, and other parties, could 
agree.
There were no further motions 

Speakers
There followed speakers to the  Legal Committee Report.
Mr John MacKenzie spoke on Kiltearn, regarding the seizing 
of bank accounts of the Kiltearn Free Church (Continuing) by 
a defecting treasurer. Legal opinion had been sought, and the 
matter had now been referred to the Financial Ombudsman.
Mr Maurice Grant made further comments on the Right of 
Continued Protest document, outlining how the document 
sought to show its basis in the headship of Christ.
Mr John Gillies (Partick) gave some further information on 
the initial and final agreed terms of the Partick settlement. 
He also explained the circumstances involved in a disputed 
legacy (by a devoted FCC adherent), intended to be left to 
Partick FCC, but paid in error to and being retained by the 
Free Church congregation.
Rev William Macleod said that he was encouraged by the way 
the debate had gone and the desire for unity and felt that this 
boded well for the future. He wished to raise the question of 
the way in which property is held, feeling it is important for 
congregations to hold property locally, so that if the church 
again departs from its constitutional position congregations 
could separate and hold on to their property. Finally he raised 
a question about whether we should now change our name 
as a denomination. At the division in 2000 we called ourselves 
the Free Church of Scotland (believing that we had stuck 
more faithfully to the constitution) but for administrative 
purposes the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  Now the 
legal action being over and recognising the fact that the civil 
courts did not recognise our claim to the name Free Church 
of Scotland, he wondered whether we might choose a more 
positive name, such as Presbyterian Church of Scotland or 
perhaps better, Reformed Church of Scotland.
In reply the Convener, Mr Fraser, thanked all the speakers, and 
expressed his satisfaction  at the outcome and the consensus 
arrived at. He confirmed his acceptance of the revised 
amendment. The Moderator, on his own behalf, thanked the 
brethren for the spirit of unity evident in the Assembly. 
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Strategy Committee
In giving the Report of the Strategy Committee Rev D Fraser 
felt that he had been too long on the podium! His Report was 
brief, and referred Commissioners to the written Reports 
before them, but did question whether the Committee was 
really living up to its name, or getting bogged down in details, 
rather than providing the overall future planning required for 
the denomination. 
Rev Harry Woods expressed the hope that the Committee 
would consider revising the Practice (ie the Blue Book, a guide 
to what is considered good practice in church courts). Mr 
Fraser invited Mr Woods to send in his thoughts in writing to 
the Committee.

Committee to Review Acts and Findings
Next was the Report of the Committee to Review recent 
Acts and Findings presented by Mr Maurice Grant. The 
Committee were asking for the Assembly to dissolve them 
as a Committee and for them to operate instead as a 
consultative group, able to be of use to those Committees 
which were wanting to update previous legislation.  These 
proposals were approved.

Special Committee anent Buildings
The Moderator called for the Report of the Special Committee 
anent Buildings, which was submitted by Mr John MacKenzie, 
Convener. He outlined the various ways in which the Central 
Building Fund might operate, and urged those Presbyteries 
who still had not done so to report on their present and 
expected future needs.

Overture from the Western Synod
The Moderator then called for an Overture from the 
Western Synod, in support of which Rev Graeme Craig had 
been appointed to appear. This overture requested that the 
Assembly Arrangements Committee consider the place and 
use of Synods, and report to the next Assembly.
Rev David Blunt then presented a motion broadening the 
remit sought, to set up a Special Committee 
to review  the overall court structure of 
the Church, giving consideration to any 
practical and constitutional implications, and 
report progress to the next Assembly; this 
Special Committee to comprise all Clerks 
to Presbytery, Synod and Assembly, and 
convened by Rev G Craig.
This was moved and seconded, and agreed.

Assembly Arrangements & 
Nominations
Next came the second part of the Report of 
the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations 
Committee. This Report is given separately 
as it is solely concerned with personnel for 
the various church committees over the 
coming year. For a variety of reasons those 
named in the original printed Report may 
no longer be able or willing to take up their 
places, and so any changes are reflected 
in this revised Report. The Committee 
reported that with a couple of changes all positions were 

filled with the exception of the Clerkship of the Finance 
Committee.

Deceased Ministers & Elders 
The final Report of the Assembly was the Report of the 
Committee preparing a minute anent Deceased Ministers & 
Elders. This Report is taken upstanding, and it was reported 
that whilst no ministers had died during the last year, the 
following ruling elders had passed on to glory: Mr Norman 
Macdonald, Mr Donald MacDonald, Mr Murdo Morrison, 
Mr John Campbell. To their families the General Assembly 
extended its sincere condolences, and committed them in 
prayer to the God of all comfort. 

Conclusion
The Assembly appointed the Commission of Assembly to 
meet on Tuesday 1st October 2013, and Tuesday 4th March 
2014. Exercising his right to add the name of one extra 
Commissioner to the roll of the Commission,  the Moderator 
added the name of Rev John Morrison. The next General 
Assembly was indicted to meet on 19th  May 2014. 
Rev John J Murray proposed thanks to God, to the Moderator, 
to the retiring Moderator, the Clerks, and the Leader of 
the House. He also thanked the precentors, the Assembly 
Officer (D Gillies) and his team, the office manager(Mrs Janet 
MacKenzie), Mr Bert Sinclair for arranging travel, Rev MAN 
Macleod as media liaison, Rev John Harding for scripting the 
Loyal and Dutiful address, the catering services, Rev Bert Pohl 
for photography, Rev James I Gracie and others for preparing 
the Assembly Hall, Mr and Mrs Glenn Fraser for the bookstall 
and the minister and congregation of Liberton Kirk for the 
use of the building.  Last of all Mr Murray sincerely thanked 
the public who were so often present throughout the week.
A gift was presented to the Moderator for his wife who could 
not be present, on behalf of the Assembly
There followed the Minutes of the final day’s Sederunt, and 
the Assembly was closed with prayer, the singing of Psalm 122 
and the benediction.
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Rev Robert McCurley, pastor of Greenville Presbyterian 
Church (FCC) in Greenville, South Carolina, and I had 
the privilege of labouring in northwest India in March 

and then immediately following, of visiting the Free Church 
work in northern Sri Lanka conducted by Rev S N Partheepan. 
This is a brief report of our visit. Rev R McCurley has a number 
of worthy articles and pictures on the Greenville church’s blog 
site (http://blog.greenvillepresbyterian.com/). A few of my e-
mailed reports appear there as well.

India
The work in India occurred in Ahmedabad, Gujurat the last 
week and a half of March and was focused on pastoral training. 
Logos Holistic Ministries, an organisation started about twelve 
years ago by Indian pastor, Rev Wilson Baria, specialises in 
church planting and pastoral training. Since 2001, over 700 
churches have been planted. Each church is planting at least 
one home church and each home church plants at least one 
cell group. In fact, Mr Baria stated that each main church 
averages three home churches and three cell churches. The 
result is around 4,000 church plants in northern and western 
India. This is amazing for us Westerners to understand. In the 
midst of rampant paganism and persecution, the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is making significant inroads in northern and 
western India. Those that Mr McCurley and I taught are pastors 
who oversee from a few to many dozens of other pastors and 
churches, and once they receive the teaching, pass it on to 
those under them. Mr McCurley taught a class titled ‘Spiritual 
Warfare from Ephesians 6’ and I taught a class on ‘Issues in 1 
& 2 Corinthians’. The pastors typically struggle to merely feed 
their families and do not have financial resources for much in 
the way of books, so this type of training is a huge help for 
them. Having taught these classes three other times previously, 
I know that a conservative estimate is that 80,000 churchgoers 

have direct benefit from the teaching in the months following. 
The Lord is working despite poverty and persecution . 

Sri Lanka
The first week of April we went to Vavuniya, in northern Sri 
Lanka, to spend time with Shanmugam Nixon Vijaya Partheepan 
(Parthee for short), with whom many will be familiar as a native 
Sri Lankan trained in the Free Church Seminary. Our purpose 
in visiting Parthee was to encourage him in his isolation from 
like-minded brethren, to conduct some training, and to get 
a sense of the work in Sri Lanka. It was time well spent and 
served as an encouragement to Rob and myself. Parthee and 
his wife Dino have been in Vavuniya about a year, and we were 
impressed with the many connections Parthee has established 
and the number of irons he has in the fire. Not only is he 
planting a church, but he supports Dino’s mother and brother 
(her father being deceased), assists several worthy and faithful 
young adults in schooling, does visitation of housebound, 
cultivates relationships with other pastors and lay leaders and 
is in dialogue with them about biblical worship, and sponsors 
outreach activities in the Hindu community.

Observations
Here are some final observations about both the India ministry 
and what we observed in Sri Lanka of the church plant and 
ministry:
Both ministries are centred and built upon the local church as 
the primary focal point or hub from which all other ministries 
emanate or relate to.
Both ministries amplify their impact by connections to pastors 
and organisations not affiliated with their specific ministries, 
which in turn provide opportunity for both leveraging, 
mentoring, and for influence.
Both ministries seek to provide in a variety of ways for 
those less fortunate as an expression of Christ’s love for the 
downtrodden.
The teaching accomplished (though much of the result is 
hidden to us) appeared to be instrumentally and formatively 
used in the lives of the recipients and those to whom they 
minister.
In closing, despite the overt widespread spiritual bondage and 
impacts caused by Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, the gospel 
flame shines brightly and though small, is growing in northern 
and northwestern India and in northern Sri Lanka.

Mission Trip to Northwest 
India & Sri Lanka

Randall E. Taylor 
(Sovereign Grace Presbyterian Church (FCC), 

St Louis, Missouri, USA)
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Missionary fools

As a gospel evangelist covering many places and miles 
across Scotland, if I didn’t believe what another Mr 
Morrison believed I would rightly be, as someone 

coldheartedly said to me recently on the High Street of 
Inverness, ‘the biggest fool around’. As I spoke to him about his 
need of Christ the person angrily retorted, ‘Nobody around 
here wants your religion. You can’t change this country any 
more’. It is what it is. Just accept it’. Fool as I am for Christ, 
I won’t accept it. In 1807 the Scottish Missionary Mr Robert 
Morrison wasn’t very long in China – a vast country which was 
at the time closed to any mission work - when he was ridiculed 
in the same way by a merchant who scornfully asked him, 
‘Now Mr. Morrison do you really expect that you will make an 
impression on the idolatry of the great Chinese Empire?’ ‘No 
sir’, said Morrison, ‘but I expect that God will’. Mr Morrison is 
no longer with us, he’s in a greater Kingdom than China, but 
his expectations have been realised in a way that he himself 
maybe never imagined. It is recorded that in secret, all alone 
with God, he learned the very difficult Chinese language and in 
due time accomplished the monumental task of translating the 
entire Bible into Chinese.

Power of the Word
Today, in 2013, countless numbers in China can’t get enough 
of the ‘living bread’ for which they are craving to feed their 
starving souls. One Chinese believer recently said: ‘This is a 
critical moment in history. Vast numbers are coming to faith 
in Jesus Christ. China has experienced unprecedented church 
growth over the past few decades. It is as the Chinese say, 
“sprouting up like mushrooms after a spring rain”. The demand 
for gospel ministry amongst all the people groups of China is 
overwhelming but with God, anything is possible’. We rejoice 
that the Lord is able to turn the destiny of a nation, morally 
and spiritually, in a night, just as He did with the great wicked 
city of Nineveh. Such was the dynamic power of the mighty 
Word that ‘the people of Nineveh believed God … from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them’. (Jonah 3:5). Under 
the hand of God, this is what the gospel does – it changes lives, 
saves souls and transforms nations. It is the only lasting hope 
for any and every troubled nation. Scotland is a troubled nation 
and its greatest need is – not independence – but the gospel, 
the power of the Holy Spirit and repentance.

One gospel to perishing souls
Someone rightly said that the world has many religions, with 
many beliefs, but it only has one gospel. Just as there is only one 
God, so there can be only one gospel - the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is with this one gospel that the Christian church 
must ever be occupied if it is to fulfil its great and unrivalled 

mission in the world. There is no other message like it, and 
there never will be. Jesus Christ and His message of salvation 
is God’s last Word to a lost and fallen world, and into it we are 
to go and proclaim, announce, witness and share this glorious 
good news: ‘ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth…tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee.’ (Acts 1:8, Mark 5:19). Nothing less than this would do 
for the apostle Paul, and nothing less should do for us when 
souls are perishing around us daily and hurtling to a Christ-less 
eternity: ‘Necessity is laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me, if I 
preach not the gospel!’ (1 Corinthians 9:16) 

Lasting treasure
Woe, woe, woe to any of us if we keep this gospel hidden away 
from others. ‘The gospel is not to be preserved like the Crown 
Jewels, or locked away in our ecclesiastical strong room’. We 
are not to store it, said Spurgeon, but roar it and I will: ‘I bless 
my Lord and Master he has given me a gospel which I can 
take to dead sinners, a gospel which is available to the vilest 
of the vile’. Wherever our mission-field, whether at home or 
on foreign soil, it is the gospel alone that saves a hell-deserving 
sinner when he repents and believes it. It is to be spread locally 
and to the ends of the earth. Our unchanging daily mandate is 
to herald it loud and clear wherever our station. World mission 
has been described as the whole church taking the whole 
gospel to the whole world. As one great missionary pointedly 
said: ‘We cannot bring the whole world to Christ, but we must 
bring Christ to the whole world’. Surely the current wave of 
disturbing national conditions should challenge us to witness, 
preach and spread the gospel in ever-greater intensity, within 
our own communities, with passion, devotion and a love for 
souls.

Wishing to escape an eternal hell
It is deeply thrilling to read how another great missionary, 
Adoniram Judson, witnessed with zeal and deep compassion 
to thousands who were present at a major national festival 
in Burma in March 1831. He testified: ‘We distributed nearly 
10,000 tracts, giving to none but those who ask … some 
came two or three months journey from the borders of Siam 
[Thailand] and China – “Sir, we hear that there is an eternal 
hell. We are afraid of it. Do give us a writing that will tell us 
how to escape it”. Others come from the frontiers of Kathay, 
100 miles north of Ava – “Sir, we have seen a writing that tells 
about an eternal God. Are you the man that gives away such 
writings? If so, pray give us one, for we want to know the truth 
before we die”. Others come from the interior of the country, 
where the name of Jesus Christ is a little known – “Are you 
Jesus Christ’s man? Give us a gospel tract that tells us about 

Evangelist Addresses Assembly
This is the substance of Donald John Morrison’s 

Address to the 2013 Assembly
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Jesus Christ”’.

Heathen footsteps in Scotland
It would be an extravagant claim indeed if I were to say that 
the majority I meet and witness to are afraid of hell or want 
to know about the Lord Jesus Christ and the way to heaven. 
At times, sadly, it is the very opposite. In Ayr town centre, just 
recently, as we gave out gospel literature, I said to one lady 
who was passing by, ‘Can I commend to you, my dear, the way 
to heaven’. ‘No thank you’, she retorted, ‘I don’t want to go 
there. It’s no place for me’. I then overheard her saying, ‘I don’t 
know if my friends are there anyway’. Another said, ‘I would 
rather be with my friends in hell than be with yours in heaven!’ 
These alarming stories reflect how far people have departed 
from the ways of the living God. We remind ourselves however 
that, ‘A missionary is one who never gets used to the sound 
of heathen footsteps on their way to a Christless eternity’ 
(Anonymous).

Reaching Scotland with good news
You will all be encouraged to hear that a mountain of good 
evangelistic and Reformed literature was distributed and 
circulated in the various places I visited across Scotland over 
the past year.  These places included: Shettleston, Knightswood, 
Partick (all districts of Glasgow), Edinburgh, Galashiels, 
Stornoway, Ardelve & Broadford and throughout Inverness. 
Mission outreach was also engaged in at the Black Isle 
Show, Hebridean Book Festival, Dalai Lama Religious Festival, 
Lanntair Book Festival, Rockness and at the large Army Base 
in Fort George. Along with the large quantity of literature 
given out throughout the year in foreign languages, especially 
Polish, a combined total of around 32,000 gospel tracts was 
also distributed, along with 7,668 booklets and magazines, 107 
Bibles and 2,000 calendars.

MSPs and soldiers
During the year I endeavoured to bring the good news 

message to the ‘known and unknown’ from the highest in state 
to the lowest in the land. All 129 MSPs at Holyrood received 
various gospel materials, when I contacted them about their 
blasphemous same-sex marriage plans. Who knows but that a 
Daniel and a Joseph will yet be raised up as fearless politicians 
in the Scottish Parliament. Outreach and regular contact is 
maintained with soldiers from the Black Watch Regiment at 
Fort George, the biggest army base in Europe. In conversations 
it becomes evident that many of the young soldiers are deeply 
restless and anxious just before they are deployed on the front 
lines in the Middle East. Amongst the many different booklets 
and tracts picked up from the gospel table some 40 Bibles - 
‘the soldier’s sword’ - were also requested and given out. It was 
a joy to see one of these soldiers, shortly afterwards, coming 
to church. On informing us that his church in Fiji had no Bibles, 
we presented him with 50 Bibles which he quickly sent on an 
army transport plane back home!

Festival revellers
At the annual Rockness musical festival held by the shores of 
Loch Ness one would think that a gospel worker, sharing good 
news and speaking about true happiness and permanent joy 
would be the last person to be pounced on by the police. Not 
so! While I was giving out gospel tracts at the main entrance, 
I was detained by two police officers after being reported for 
handing out ‘inappropriate literature!’ On inspecting my bag, 
loaded with only gospel tracts, they quickly realised that I (and 
my powerful dynamite) was not a major security threat after 
all! They let me loose again, but under conditions – they didn’t 
realise the conditions were more a blessing than a hindrance. 
Thousands of tracts were given out amongst the 33,000 
revellers who were there over three days.

Muslim listens to the truth
One Pakistani Muslim shopkeeper in Shettleston (Glasgow) 
welcomed me as ‘the man who is doing good work for God. 

'The gospel is not to be preserved 
like the Crown Jewels, or locked 
away in our ecclesiastical strong 

room. We are not to store it, said 
Spurgeon, but roar it, and I will!'
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Your God will reward you well!’ Such a greeting quickly stirred 
me to speak about God and His power to save: ‘Do you know’, 
I said, ‘that Mohammed can’t save you. He cannot forgive sin. 
He can’t give you a new heart. It is not to him we must go, 
neither on a pilgrimage to Mecca or Medina, but to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He alone has the power to make us fit for heaven’. 
‘I believe in God’, he said, ‘and that we will meet Him one day. 
We must be ready to meet Him on the last day. Allah hears our 
prayers and is merciful and forgiving. We must submit to his 
will’.  He went on to speak about his Islamic beliefs before he 
posed the question: ‘How do you think that your Jesus will get 
you to heaven?’ My answer included a full rundown of Biblical 
truth before presenting him with a booklet, The Pilgrimage: 5 
Muslims make the greatest discovery.

Dealing with Dawkins in Stornoway
Having confronted Professor Richard Dawkins twice before, 
I was keen to do so again when he was present at a book 
festival in Stornoway. I seized the opportunity when I traced 
him at the venue he was speaking at while revelling with his 
enthusiasts. A lighthearted opening line captured his attention: 
‘What a special privilege for you, Mr Dawkins, to meet me 
again!’ He was not slow to recognize the unmistakable Harris 
accent. ‘Oh!’ he said ‘I didn’t realise you were present this 
evening’. ‘You do now’, I said. ‘You must have a very restless 
conscience when you travel so extensively across the globe 
trying to dismiss the existence of the God you don’t believe in. 
The Bible tells me that this doesn’t make sense. Your own heart 
also tells you it doesn’t make sense. The truths about God and 
His existence are absolute whether you want to believe them 
or not. If you do not face up to this now, you will face the truth 
on the Day of Judgment when you stand before Him. It is not in 
vain He tells you personally to prepare to meet Thy God’. He 
tried to dodge, but he tried in vain. I was able to persuade him 
to accept a couple of gospel sermon CDs, which he assured 

me he would listen to. I concluded: ‘This is serious business Mr 
Dawkins and your time is running out. Remember, there are 
no atheists in hell. They have found out to their eternal misery 
that there is indeed a God. Christians everywhere are praying 
for your soul’s salvation. It is your most valuable possession’. 
Along with many tracts 80 copies of the book Dealing with 
Dawkins were given out at the event.

Israeli Jew seeking Jesus
In my work there are, at times, golden moments when certain 
conversations leave you with a spring in your step. That was 
the case in Inverness a few months ago when I witnessed to 
someone who I, mistakenly, thought was a Muslim. He quickly 
and graciously corrected me, as he disclosed his identity: ‘No, 
I am a Jew from Israel’. ‘Oh!’ I said, ‘My best Friend for the 
past 24 years is also a Jew from Israel. Maybe, you know Him 
personally!’ He was not slow to discern who I was referring 
to, and responded ‘You must be a Christian and a follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ’. As I engaged him about the teachings 
of the Jewish Torah (the first five books of the Hebrew Bible), 
foolishly thinking that this was a good place to start him off, 
he stopped me and said ‘The Law of Moses won’t save me 
or anyone else!’ It turned out that he was not only a reader 
of both the Old & New Testament, but also a seeker after 
salvation. The night before, he told me that, after reading from 
Romans 2, he was left with searching questions: ‘That chapter 
tells me that I am a guilty sinner and a guilty Jew before God. 
How can I know what you know personally as a Christian and 
be at peace with the God that saved you?’ After a rather lively 
interchange of spiritual words and Biblical verses, I referred 
him to John 3, and the Lord’s dealings with Nicodemus, before 
leaving him with a gospel tract. This Jewish stranger was deeply 
appreciative of me taking the time to speak to him about things 
which were heavy on his heart.

People do not drift towards holiness. Apart from grace-
driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, 

prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We 
drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward 
disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition 
and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control 
and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and 
delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we 
slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been 
liberated.

(Donald A Carson, Professor of New Testament at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School, USA)

Beware
D A Carson
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On Sabbath morning 3rd March 2013 the angels 
gathered around a bed in a side ward in the 
Royal Infirmary in Glasgow where an old man lay 

sleeping heavily in a deep coma. They were there to carry 
the precious soul of this humble man of God to Abraham’s 
bosom, to paradise, and to be with the Christ whom he loved 
and in whom he trusted. His deathbed like his life had been a 
beautiful witness to the Saviour and His saving grace.
Domhnall Calum (the Gaelic form of his name) as he was 
affectionately known to all was born in Flesherin, Point, Isle 
of Lewis in 1925. Leaving school at 14 years of age, his first 
job was village shepherd looking after the sheep and lambs. 
Even in these days he envied the sheep so peacefully chewing 
the cud. When he came across a dead sheep on the moors 
he would poke it with a stick and think how fortunate it 
was not to have a soul, no judgment day and no hell. His 
conscience troubled him and the fear of God’s eternal wrath. 
He worked at home for a few years weaving Harris Tweed. 
When he was nineteen he set off for Glasgow where he 
got a job in a carpet factory. Two years later when he said he 
was leaving the manager of the factory offered him the best 
job available but he had determined to see the world and 
so began a career in the merchant navy. He married Johan 
Campbell from Skye in 1953 and shortly after that gave up 
sailing and obtained a job in the Albion Motor Factory where 
he worked till his retirement.
He remembered with respect the elders he knew in Point in 
his youth and the teaching he received remained embedded 
in his conscience. As a family they worshipped in Partick 
Highland Free Church and it was there, under the ministry of 
Rev Malcolm Morrison, that he professed faith. His conversion 
was gradual and he felt drawn by the love of Christ. He later 
became a deacon and then an elder. On retiring he made the 
church his second home. He was made church officer and he 
cared for the building as if it was his own house. 
He found it very hard in the year 2000 to leave that church 
building and his many beloved friends yet his awareness of 
duty and his sensitive conscience made him associate with 
those who gathered in Thornwood School under the ministry 
of Rev Harry Woods. When the congregation was given the 
use of the Knightswood Gospel Hall he was delighted and 
along with his bosom friend Alex Campbell  spent many hours 
in repairing and improving the new building and of course in 
Christian fellowship. Alex’s death last year was a great blow 
to him and it was at that time that he himself was diagnosed 
with inoperable cancer.
He continued however to attend the church till within a 
month of his death. His joy was to be in the house of God and 

I had no keener or more encouraging listener to my preaching. 
Latterly, in the midweek meeting I expounded the Shorter 
Catechism and Donald listened with rapture, delighting in 
the great theological truths of God’s Word. He particularly 
enjoyed that series and grieved if he missed any.
The last week of his life he spent in hospital and it was my 
privilege to visit him each day, sometimes twice a day. On the 
Friday morning before he died he sent for me. When I entered 
he said to me in Gaelic, ‘I am dying’. ‘But you know where 
you are going’, I said. ‘Oh, yes’ he replied. ‘Your faith is strong, 
and you are trusting in the Lord?’ ‘Oh, yes’ he said again. We 
spent around three hours together, and his family there too 
around the bed. We read and prayed and spoke of the things 
of God and all that He had done for our souls. He preached 
to his family and to all that came in to seek the Lord. His faith 
which had sometimes been weak was very strong and even his 
emotions appeared strengthened. It was a wonderful time of 
fellowship. Finally he said he wanted to sing Psalm 116, the first 
three verses to the tune Cunningham. Because he was frail I 
thought maybe he wanted me to lead the singing but no, he 
started. We sang in all six verses. It was lovely, so meaningful. 
I then prayed again and said I should leave. He was not very 
willing to let me go but I felt I must go. Shortly after I left 
he fell asleep and did not wake till he was in heaven. Blessed 
indeed are the dead who die in the Lord.
We commend his lovely wife Johan and his children Isobel and 
Donnie and their families to the prayers of God’s people. Oh 
that the Lord would raise up others in the church below to 
take the place of those whom He is calling home!

William Macleod

Obituary
Donald Malcolm Macdonald 

(1925-2013)
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News

New Church Website 
Rev David Blunt, Clerk to Publications Committee

The Free Church (Continuing) has a new website at a 
new address: www.freechurchcontinuing.org. The site 

contains many of the features of the previous one, including 
a brief history of the Church, an account of our testimony 
and details of our doctrine, worship and government. There 
is also information on our congregations (including pictures 
and location maps of our places of worship) and on our 
ministers. Committee reports and Acts of Assembly are 
available for download and it is hoped that new material will 
be added to the site regularly in the form of articles, sermons, 
denominational news and current comment. The site has been 
built so that it can be viewed with ease on mobile devices 
which are increasingly used for browsing the Internet. The 
design and other technical work has been done by Rev Bert 
Pohl of Smiths Falls, Canada and our thanks are due to him. We 

encourage people to visit the site and we would be pleased to 
receive any comments or suggestions for improvements. We 
trust that the site will be a valuable resource for our Church 
and a blessing to all who visit.

The Kirk votes for Gay ordination
Christian Institute

The Church of Scotland Assembly has voted to allow 
practising homosexual men and women to become 

ministers. The Kirk’s ruling assembly voted in favour of a 
proposal to allow liberal congregations to opt out of the 
Church’s traditionalist stance on homosexuality. It followed a 
report by the Church’s theological commission which set out 
traditional and liberal arguments.
The move has been criticised by Rev David Randall, who 
warned that it could cost the Church of Scotland members 
and money. He said the issue of gay clergy ‘has been forced 
upon us by the revisionists who want us to turn our backs 
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Desk
on what common 
sense tells us’. He 
added that if the 
church tried to 
‘sit on the fence 
then we will lose 
members, ministers, 
congregations and 
money. Are we to 
stand by Scripture 
or are we to go 
with the flow of 
social trends?’
The Moderator 
of the General 
Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, 
the Rt Rev Lorna 
Hood said they 
are conscious that 
some will be hurt 
by the decision. 
She said: ‘This was a 
major breakthrough 
for the Church but 
we are conscious 
that some people 
remain pained, 
anxious, worried and 
hurt. We continue 
to pray for the peace and unity of the Church’. 
The issue of appointing openly gay ministers arose in 2009 
when Scott Rennie was appointed to Queen’s Cross parish 
in Aberdeen. Two congregations, St George’s Tron in Glasgow 
and Gilcomston South in Aberdeen, have already left the Kirk 
following that decision. Several other congregations are now 
in process of leaving.
It is no wonder that the social problems of our society are multiplying 
when immorality is tolerated by those who should be providing 
spiritual and moral guidance to our nation. When does a church 
cease to be a church of God and become a synagogue of Satan?

Rev Ian Budgen

The Rev Ian Budgen was received as a minister of the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) by 2011 General 

Assembly. He was required to complete a two-year course 

at the Seminary. He graduated from the Seminary on 14th 
June and has now been placed on the Register of Ministers 
without a Charge and so is eligible for a call. Coming originally 
from the south of England Mr Budgen was for some years a 
minister in Wolverhampton. He is a member of Knightswood 
Free Church (Continuing) and is married and has two sons 
and a daughter.

 Salisbury Conference

The seventeenth Salisbury Conference takes place at 
Emmanuel Church, Wilton Road, Salisbury, SP2 3EE, on 

27th and 28th September 2013 (DV). The theme is ‘Marriage 
and the Family, God’s Way’ and the guest speaker, Dr Joel 
Beeke of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, USA. Talks include: ‘How to love your spouse’, ‘How 
to rear your family as an office-bearer’, ‘How to lead family 
worship’ and ‘How to handle problems at home’.

Seminary Principal Rev William Macleod with Rev Ian and Mrs Sonia Budgen following the graduation
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Edith Schaeffer

Christian author Edith Schaeffer, co-founder of L’Abri 
Fellowship, has died at the age of 98. The author of 

seventeen books, and widow of pastor and author Francis 
Schaeffer, she was born in 1914 to missionary parents in 
Wenzhou, China. She met her husband-to-be at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Philadelphia, in 1932. 
In 1947, the Schaeffers, then with three daughters, Priscilla, 
Deborah, and Susan, moved to Switzerland as missionaries. 
There their son Frank was born. Mrs Schaeffer welcomed 
many people into the family home, providing hospitality 
and friendship to all. Her books include L’Abri (which means 
‘shelter’), Christianity is Jewish and What is a family? The first 
L’Abri community was founded in Switzerland in 1955, 
and served as a place where people could meet and freely 
discuss matters of Christianity. There are now other L’Abri 
establishments worldwide, in Germany, UK, Canada, Brazil, US 
and Australia.

Syria – Conflict Escalating (E Kendal)

On Tuesday 28 May France and the UK convinced the 
European Union (EU) to let its arms embargo on Syria 

lapse. So, while Russia and the US are trying to organise peace 
talks in the hope of finding a political path to peace, France 
and the UK will be free to pump more weapons into the 
jihad (which, it might be noted, is blowing back into Iraq). The 
decision will fuel escalation. Meanwhile, sources in Aleppo 
report that rebels are blockading government-held areas so 
that food cannot get in unless enormous ‘taxes’ are paid. 
Christians are kidnapped almost every day. Bishop Yohanna 
Ibrahim, head of the Syriac Orthodox Church in Aleppo, and 
Bishop Boulos Yaziji, head of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in Aleppo, were kidnapped by Chechen jihadists on 22 April. 
They remain in captivity. No group has claimed responsibility 
and no ransom demand has been made. Whilst a spokesman 
for the opposition’s National Coalition maintains that the 
bishops are in ‘good health’, nobody has been permitted to 
have even phone contact with them. 
Pray for the Church in Syria.

Turkey at Crossroads (E Kendal)

Turkey is at a crossroads. There have been widespread 
demonstrations against the government. On 29 May 1453 

Constantinople fell to invading Ottoman forces. So the city 
at the centre of Eastern Christianity for 1000 years became 
the base from which Ottoman Emperor Fatih Sultan Mehmed 
II would launch his jihad into Europe. Ataturk modernised 
and Westernised Turkey (1923-38), but only after he had 
ethnically cleansed it of its Christian Greeks, Assyrians and 
Armenians. Since then, massacres, systematic discrimination 
and persecution have caused Turkey’s Christian remnant 
to decline to a mere 0.2 percent of the population. As one 
church leader described them, they are ‘an endangered 
species’. Turkey’s recent re-Islamisation under Prime Minister 
Erdogan has caused its pro-secular masses to grow restless. 
They have now erupted in protest. Turkey is at a crossroads. 
May God  raise up Turkish leaders who will reject Islamisation 
and dictatorship and lead Turkey with wisdom, integrity and 
fairness. Pray that God will remember Turkey, evangelised by 
Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Timothy and multitudes of faithful servants 
and martyrs through the ages to the present day; may this land 
come to know the love and mercy of God as He answers 
prayer and pours out his Holy Spirit in grace to awaken and 
transform. 
Pray for the Church in Turkey.

Lords allow same-sex marriage to 
progress 
Christian Institute

On 4th June the House of Lords voted 390 to 148 to 
allow the same-sex marriage Bill to progress to the 

next stage. Some Peers said they were allowing the Bill to 
proceed because they wanted to take a closer look at it 
before deciding whether to vote against it at a later stage. 
The Bill must overcome other votes in the Lords, so it’s not 
over yet. Thank you to everyone who prayed about this issue 
or who wrote to Peers or who worked in so many practical 
ways through leafleting or gathering signatures. As we know, 
sometimes the Lord doesn’t answer our prayers according to 
our timetable or in the way we would like. I believe that God 
wants us to continue to pray against same-sex marriage. Many 
of us have been doing that, and like the persistent widow we 
will need to keep on doing so.
As a nation, same-sex marriage is the continuation of a long 
line of policies which profoundly undermine marriage and 
parenthood. Over the last forty years or so we can look back 
and see the many mistakes that the church has made. There 
has been accommodation with the world on the one hand 
and on the other too much indifference to our Christian 
responsibility to be salt and light. Many Christians are today 
much more aware of the dangers of redefining marriage than 
they were when the debates were held on the introduction 
of civil partnerships. We argued then that civil partnerships 
would lead to gay marriage and so it has proved. Given the 
way our nation has undermined marriage in recent decades, 
it’s no surprise we are facing the redefinition of marriage. Our 
nation is reaping what it has sown. But we are praying for 
God’s mercy. God does not ‘owe us’ that mercy, but we know 
He is merciful.
Same-sex marriage is not God’s will. We must pray against 
it. We genuinely do not know how things will fall out. James 

Francis & Edith Schaeffer
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warns: “You do not have because you do not ask”. So let’s 
keep on asking.
 For God’s guidance for all those involved in opposing the 
legislation.
 For people within the major parties to be able to speak 
openly about their opposition to the Bill.
 For the Party Leaders to be publicly held to account for the 
way in which they have bent the rules to speed up same-sex 
marriage.

Church of England gives up fight over 
marriage 
Christian Concern

The Church of England has announced that it will no longer 
fight the same-sex ‘marriage’ Bill. The statement was made 

by the Bishop of Leicester, who is the Convenor of the Lords 
Spiritual. He said: 
‘Both Houses of Parliament have now expressed a clear 
view by large majorities on the principle that there should 
be legislation to enable same-sex marriages to take place in 
England and Wales. It is now the duty and responsibility of 
the Bishops who sit in the House of Lords to recognise the 
implications of this decision and to join with other members 
in the task of considering how this legislation can be put 
into better shape... If this bill is to become law, it is crucial 
that marriage as newly defined is equipped to carry within 
it as many as possible of the virtues of the understanding 
of marriage it will replace. Our focus during committee and 
report stages in the coming weeks and months will be to 
address those points in a spirit of constructive engagement’.
How sad it is to see the Church being led by the world!

Archbishop of Canterbury’s speech
Christian Concern

Despite voting against the Bill (by voting for Lord Dear’s 
motion) the Archbishop’s position was unclear until 

he made his speech in the House of Lords. However, in his 
speech the Archbishop referred to ‘the strong and welcome 
contribution by the Bishop of Salisbury’. This is a reference 
to the Bishop of Salisbury’s letter to Lord Alli, in which 
he explains why he is sympathetic to ‘equal marriage’. It is 
extremely disappointing that Archbishop Welby commended 
him for this contribution rather than rebuking him for 
advocating a position contrary to Scripture and the Church’s 
teaching. The Archbishop also approved of the idea of same 
sex relationships in his speech, contrary to the Bible’s teaching 
on homosexuality. He said: ‘It is clearly essential that stable and 
faithful same sex relationships should, where those involved 
want it, be recognised and supported with as much dignity and 
the same legal effect as marriage’.
The Archbishop was supposed to be an evangelical. Sadly his whole 
approach is liberal. The Biblical teaching on marriage is not his rule, 
but what Parliament and the people want.

Parthee Support Fund (Rev W Macleod)

Parthee came from Sri Lanka to Scotland in 2007 to study 
for the ministry. He quickly settled into the Knightswood 

congregation and was a great blessing to us all. He was a 
zealous evangelist and did a good work among the young. 
Over his time spent with us he became convinced of exclusive 
Psalmody and the sanctity of the Lord’s Day. As a result of 
this his church in Sri Lanka, fearing that he might be a divisive 

influence, refused to receive him back to work amongst them. 
In God’s providence a legacy of £18,000 was received at that 
time by the FCC for foreign missions’ work. From this, the 
General Assembly of 2011 decided that a stipend of £6,000 a 
year be given to Parthee to begin church planting work in Sri 
Lanka. The work has gone well with a small church established 
in Vavuniya. Extra financial support has come from a Dutch 
mission, Ceylon Christian Care, to start a nursery school, 
Saturday classes for school children in English, Maths and 
Bible, conferences for ministers, aid projects, etc. However 
the money for Parthee’s salary will run out towards the end 
of next year. It was decided therefore at the June meeting of 
the Missions Committee to set up the Parthee Support Fund. 
We believe this is a great door which the Lord has opened 
for us in missionary work in Sri Lanka. If you would like to 
support this work please send your donation to the Financial 
Administrator, Mrs Muriel Smith, 1a Stewartfield, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UW, indicating that it is for the Parthee 
Support Fund (cheques made out to the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing)).

School in Theology

The 61st Free Church School in Theology takes place 
from 2nd to 5th September 2013 (DV) at Carronvale 

House, Larbert. The 2013 speakers and subjects have now 
been set and include Rev Alasdair J Macleod, ‘The Life 
and Sermons of Robert Murray McCheyne’, Rev Kenneth 
Stewart, ‘Substitutionary Atonement of Christ’, Rev James 
Clark, ‘Exposition of Romans 7:1-13’, Rev Harry J T Woods, 
‘New Calvinism’, Rev Greg MacDonald, ‘Christ in Proverbs’, 
Rev Malcolm H Watts, ‘Imputation Of The Righteousness 
Of Christ’, and Rev Andrew R Allan, ‘Privileges Of Preaching 
The Gospel’. Also in the programme are daily devotionals 
led by Revs Mark Fitzpatrick, James MacInnes and Davide 
Ratti, a Missionary spot and book reviews. The School has a 
reputation of being a relaxed and informal gathering where 
men gather from all over the UK and beyond to enjoy a time 
of fellowship around the Word of God in a delightful location. 
Bookings can be made online by visiting the School’s website 
www.schoolintheology.org.uk and following the instructions. 
Alternatively, a Booking Form may be downloaded from the 
site or obtained from the Secretary, Rev Andrew R Allan, 
Roselea, 6 Pier Road, Aultbea, Achnasheen, Ross-shire, IV22 
2JQ, 01445 731064, revara@tiscali.co.uk, and returned to the 
Secretary to book your place. The cost is subsidised - £90.00 
for three days full board, payable at the School.

Rev R McCurley with Rev & Mrs Partheepan, and Randy Taylor
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Greetings from dusty, dry Eastern Province! The rainy 
season ended in March, and the fields of maize, 
soybeans, and other crops slowly dried out. Now we 

are in the heart of harvest time, the fields are full of labouring 
villagers, and oxcarts are trundling up the road all the day 
long loaded with harvested maize. Many villagers will not even 
attend church during this season because they are too busy 
working to make time for the Lord’s Day. Please pray with 
us that these people would desire the Bread of Life as much 
as they do their daily bread, and pray that the Lord would 
provide sustenance for their souls and bodies.

College News 
Our last newsletter was sent in February at the very beginning 
of the term, and we write you now in the first week of the term 
holidays here. Covenant College’s first term of 2013 ended on 
the 10th of May, and our students have now returned to their 
homes for a 7-week break. These last 14 weeks have been full 
of blessings and we pray that the courses which were taught 
will bear fruit in the lives of our students, and through them, 

affect their families, churches and communities throughout 
Eastern Province. David taught three classes (Early Church 
History, the Doctrine of Man, and Church Government) and our 
colleague Rev Charles Zulu taught two classes (Heidelberg 
Catechism and the Doctrine of the Church). They were assisted 
by four part-time lecturers: Pastor Lovemore Banda (also 
Acting Principal) who taught Bible Interpretation, Pastor Edward 
Chellah who taught English, Rev. Aaron Banda who taught Old 
Testament 2 to the upper-level Certificate students and Pastor 
Cyrus Miti who taught Old Testament 1 to the entry-level 
Certificate students. We are also very grateful for the labours 
of two visiting lecturers (see below) who generously gave 
of their time and effort to strengthen the cause of Christ’s 
Kingdom in this corner of Zambia. 

Rev Andrew Allan 
This was Mr Allan’s first visit to Zambia and to Covenant 
College. He pastors the congregation of Aultbea, Scotland 
and was newly appointed as the Trustee sent from the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing), our supporting church, to 

Update from Zambia

  CENTRAL     ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
       BUILDING FUND 2013 2013 2012
  YTD 2013 May    To May     To May
      
Presbytery of Inverness     
Aberdeen  0 1,200 7,949 7,068
Duthil-Dores  0 1,544 10,948 8,433
Inverness   0 2,000 10,000 10,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 750 7,212 6,310
Total Inverness   0 5,494 36,109 31,811
     
Northern Presbytery     
Assynt & Scourie  360 0 673 631
Brora   213 1,000 8,808 8,736
Kiltearn   321 500 2,622 3,557
Tarbat   0 0 3,913 6,940
Total Northern   894 1,500 16,016 19,864
     
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   289 221 4,214 4,248
Ayr   0 1,000 4,998 4,749
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  13 1,500 13,424 10,626
Glasgow - Partick  45 2,000 13,500 14,500
Glasgow - Shettleston 164 1,500 12,480 9,118
Glasgow - Knightswood 461 2,240 12,587 11,154
Rothesay   1,000 0 0 130
Total  Southern  1,971 8,461 61,202 54,526

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 1,668 9,173 10,613
Harris - Leverburgh  138 1,175 7,652 7,221
Harris - Scalpay   0 1,900 11,871 11,332
Knock & Point  0 1,340 5,966 6,373
North Uist  900 600 5,093 5,219
Stornoway  2,091 7,578 33,700 32,155
Total Outer Hebrides 3,128 14,261 73,456 72,913
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  205 1,000 4,833 5,361
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 500 2,000 2,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 650 1,300 7,573 7,539
Lochalsh   415 1,950 6,160 5,049
Poolewe & Aultbea  739 712 5,837 5,392
Ullapool   0 0 0 51
Portree   0 1,400 8,486 10,141
Snizort   0 1,200 9,275 8,888
Strath   60 525 3,415 2,670
Total Skye/Lochcarron  2,069 8,587 47,580 47,590

Total Congregations  8,062 38,303 234,361 226,704
Other Donations   529 2,088 7,926 18,383
Legacy     3,000 8,000

TOTAL   8,591 40,391 245,287 253,087
Included in the above:     
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid  1,709  49,209 45,171

Congregational Remittances - May 2013
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serve on the Covenant College Zambia Trust. Mr Allan kindly 
agreed to teach an intensive course on Preaching Christ from the 
Old Testament to our Diploma-level students while he was here. 
He spent 3 weeks with us and we look forward to having him 
join us again for the Trust meetings in 2014 and 2015. 

Rev Johannes Aucamp 
Mr Aucamp has been involved with the College for years and 
generously has arranged to come twice each year to teach 
courses for us. He is supported by an organization called 
TOPIA (Training Of Pastors In Africa) and travels throughout 
southern Africa teaching in communities and training centres 
like the College. He also is newly appointed as a Trustee on 
the Covenant College Zambia Trust. While he was here for 
the Trust meeting, Mr Aucamp taught an intensive Worldview 
course to a combined conference of our Certificate-level 
students and the local teachers that our colleague Marjanne 
is working with, and an intensive Ethics class for our Diploma-
level students. The Aucamp family with their two small children 
travel throughout Africa in an ex-army lorry which has been 
modified to serve as a ‘camper home’.

Annual General Meeting 
We are also thankful to the Lord for a beneficial AGM of the 
Covenant College Zambia Trust from 4-6 April. We depend 
upon the Trust for the weighty decisions of management related 
to the three ministries: College, Farm, and Christian Education. 
It was good to have fellowship and helpful, meaningful meetings 
with the Trustees and observers who gathered from near and 
far.

Women’s Conference
Fifteen wives of Covenant College students joined us for a 
women’s conference from 7-10 May. Because the conference 
was held during the last week of the term, the students all 
had classes as usual. The only difference was that the wives 
joined them for the first class period each day when Jackson 
Kasolo, the Farm Manager and Ministry Leader, was teaching 
the ‘Farming God’s Way’ material in the local language for the 
first time. We have received much positive feedback about 
these combined sessions – they were really blessed to be 
able to study Biblical, more efficient agricultural methods 
together as couples. We pray that this will really help them 
as they learn to change their farming methods in order to 
produce healthier crops which yield more. The rest of each 
day was spent in special sessions for the women. Marjanne 
led a Bible study on the topic of Christian Love from Romans 
12, Katie led a Bible study on the topic of Biblical Marriage, 
and Violet (the wife of the Acting Principal) led a Bible study 
on the topic of Christian Family Life. Mercy (a qualified nurse 
who is the wife of a Covenant College graduate) taught three 
health classes and there was plenty of time each afternoon to 
fellowship together and work on crafts, so that each woman 
could take home something she made. We are thankful for 
these continued opportunities to get to know these women, 
encourage them, and study the Bible together. During this term 
holiday the College will be hosting two more conferences in 
June – a Pastors’ Conference and a conference for the wives 
of Covenant College graduates. 

Family News
The Lord has been very kind and merciful to us and we are 

thankful to report that we have been kept healthy and strong. 
In April, while we were in Lusaka for a few days, Katie had 
her first antenatal appointment which revealed that she and 
our unborn child are both in excellent health. This was great 
news and we trust that the Lord will continue to care for us 
all. We celebrated David’s birthday on 14 May with a dinner 
party for 16 people. Elijah will turn 3 years old on 1 July and 
it is so special to watch him become more self-aware and 
responsive to the world of adventure and delight surrounding 
him. Ketzia, who is 17 months old, follows in her big brother’s 
footsteps in everything and is learning to hold her own! She is 
starting to put together whole sentences (‘I want juice’) and 
ask questions (‘What’s that?’). Our family are to be camping in 
Eastern Zambia and Malawi for two weeks at the end of May, 
spending a few days’ holiday by Lake Malawi and visiting three 
of our more remote students in their homes and churches. 
These ‘home visits’ are an integral part of getting to know our 
students and their supporting churches, and encouraging and 
mentoring them. During the term we visited six other students 
in their homes and churches and this will continue being a 
regular extension of the ministry here.

Upcoming Furlough To UK
When we wrote our last newsletter, it seemed that the Lord 
was leading us to stay in Zambia for the birth of our 3rd child, 
as the due date coincided with our original tickets booked to 
return to the UK on 22nd October and our tickets stated 
‘no changes allowed’. As we did more research, however, we 
firstly were given counsel from other missionaries NOT to 
stay in Zambia for the baby’s birth, because of the limitations of 
medical care here. Then after weeks of much prayer for wisdom 
and looking into our options, we discovered that our existing 
tickets were allowed to be changed, for a very reasonable fee! 
Praise the Lord with us for His faithful answers to our prayers 
and provision for our needs. We are scheduled to arrive in 
Scotland on 4 September and plan to stay there until the New 
Year, hoping to widen the support base for the College. We 
appreciate your prayers for our Missions Committee as they 
search for a place for us to stay. If you or your church are 
in England, Scotland or Wales and are interested in hearing 
about the work God is doing at Covenant College, send us 
an email!

Thanksgiving 
Thank the Lord with us for his daily provision of health and 
strength and particularly for taking care of Katie and our 
unborn child; for all the guest lecturers who blessed us by 
giving of their time and energy; for a smooth and enjoyable 
first term; for our students who are learning and growing 
in Christ; for the efforts and cooperation of the Covenant 
College Zambia Trust and a good Annual General Meeting; for 
the Lord’s provision of tickets back to the UK in September.

Prayer Requests 
For our students and their families to have a good harvest 
so that they have enough to eat this year; for our students 
to be a blessing to their churches and communities through 
the teaching they have received at the College; for upcoming 
guest lecturers Rev Tim Broberg, Rev Allan Murray, Pastor 
Wilson Kamanga and Rev Johannes Aucamp as they prepare 
the courses they will be teaching next term; for a continued 
complication-free pregnancy; for safety as our family travels.



Witness

“See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, 

to build, and to plant.”

Jeremiah 1:10

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

General Assembly 2013 outside Liberton Kirk
(Courtesy of Rev Bert Pohl)


