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We live in a world full of pain. Sometimes people 
ask, Why does God allow suffering? God is loving 
and therefore can have no pleasure in seeing 

His creatures in pain. He is almighty and so is able to banish 
illnesses, accidents, troubles and death from the world. 
What people forget, however, is that God is also a just and 
holy God. He can do nothing against His own nature. His 
justice demands that sin is punished. As human beings created 
in the image of God we are responsible for our actions. 
Even we ourselves, with our limited sense of justice, would 
find this world an intolerable place to live in if murderers, 
torturers and rapists could practise their wicked deeds 
without retribution. God hates all lawbreaking and criminal 
behaviour with a perfect hatred. He has given us, His subjects, 
His Ten Commandments. They are very reasonable and do 
not ask too much of us. Yet we daily break them in thought, 
word and deed. No wonder therefore that God’s wrath is 
already ‘revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men’ (Romans 1:18). 
The miseries of this life are an expression of God’s anger 

against sin and a warning of the wrath to come upon you 
and me unless we make our peace with God and obtain 
forgiveness for our innumerable sins. We need to be saved; 
otherwise, when we die, we will be cast into hell forever. 
Jesus warned of that place of ‘outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth’ (Matthew 25:30).
In the light of all this, sometimes a person will ask, What must 
I do to be saved? His eyes have been opened to his own 
sinfulness and God’s holiness and he feels his need of peace 
with God. Do you feel you are a sinner? Are you aware of 
the coming Judgment Day? Do you long for your sins to be 
pardoned? Do you want to get to heaven when you die? This 
is something very important. Nothing indeed can be more 
important. Our life here is short. It might occasionally last for 
100 years but what is that in comparison to eternity? We all 
deserve to be cast into hell forever but thank God for the 
Gospel. ‘Gospel’ means ‘good news’ and the good news is 
that God’s Son came into the world to save sinners. There is 
full and free salvation available. But how can it become mine? 
Religion tells of the many different ways people have devised 

How Can I be Saved?
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for their own salvation but the Bible reveals to us the only way 
we can truly be saved. Paul wrote in his great Epistle to the 
Romans: ‘Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed’ 
(Romans 10:11).

Many will be ashamed
Atheists, who argue that there is no God and that the 
world came into existence by chance, will be ashamed on 
the Judgment Day. They trampled on their own consciences, 
ridiculed the Christians who tried to witness to them, spoke 
of the world having come out of nothing by natural processes 
and asserted that the assured results of science have done 
away with the need for God, but when death comes they will 
know the truth. Standing face to face with the Creator whom 
they defied they will be ashamed.
Followers of false religions, Buddhists, Hindus and Muslims will 
be ashamed. Think of the shock of the suicide bomber who 
has been assured that by murdering others he will get to a 
sensuous paradise, but instead opens his eyes in the torment 
of hell.
Consider the followers of the cults who twist the Word of 
God to suit their own ideas and who fanatically ‘compass sea 
and land to make one proselyte’ (Matthew 23:15) and dismiss 
the truth of the eternal torment of hell. How shattered they 
will be to find themselves dismissed to the place ‘where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched’!
Consider the thousands of millions of Roman Catholics who 
trust in the Virgin Mary, the saints, the priests, the Church, the 
mass and rituals. What will they say when they realise that 
they have been deceived by their priests into trusting in the 
creature rather than the Creator, in something, in anything, 
rather than in Christ alone? 
Similarly Protestants who have followed liberal teaching and 
trusted in their good works, their keeping of commandments, 
their church membership and their charitable work will be 
ashamed on the great Day.

The Biblical Answer
We would never know how to be saved but for the fact 
that God has revealed it to us. The Bible is God’s inspired 
and infallible Word and it tells us all we need to know about 
salvation. As Jesus said, ‘the Scripture cannot be broken’ (John 
10:35). When the Philippian jailor asked the question, ‘What 
must I do to be saved?’ he was given a clear answer, ‘Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house’ 
(Acts 16:30-31). But what is it to believe on Christ?
Firstly, there must be a facing up to the fact that you are a 
sinner. Measure yourself against God’s law. The commandments 
can be summarised as to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, strength and mind and your neighbour as yourself. 
If you do not love like this you are a law breaker and all law 
breakers will be punished. All of us are sinners and by nature 
on the way to hell.
Secondly, there must be an understanding of the good news, 
the work of Christ on the cross. He came from heaven into 
this world and took our sins upon Himself and suffered the 
punishment due to us. He died a sacrificial and substitutionary 
death. On the third day God raised him from the dead, showing 
that He had accepted the atonement which He offered.
Thirdly, you must believe on Him as your Saviour. This involves 
repentance, sorrow for your sins and a turning from them unto 
God. It involves knowing the truth about the Lord Jesus and 
His work and believing it. But it also involves trusting in Christ 
as your personal Saviour. You must believe on, rest on and rely 
on Him. There has to be a counting of the cost of discipleship 
and a serious decision taken to receive Christ and to give 
your life to Him. Paul talks of obedience to be rendered to 
the gospel (Romans 10:16). He puts it in the very simplest of 
terms when he states, ‘Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved’ (v13).

The Promise
To those who believe on Jesus Christ there is a great promise. 
You will not be ashamed on that day when the division is made 
between the righteous and the wicked. Many will be ashamed of 
their religion, their beliefs or lack of them, and their lives. Many 
will call on the mountains to fall on them and hide them from 
the great Judge. But ‘Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed’ (Romans 9:33). Those who really appreciate Christ 
and His work shall never perish. ‘Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out’ (John 6:37). The gospel is summed up in 
the words, ‘That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation’ (Romans 10:9-10). Salvation is promised 
to all who believe.

Universal Call
‘Whosoever’ is a very broad word and includes all, even you. No 
qualifications are laid down. No difference is made between Jew 
or Gentile. Those from outside the church with no Christian 
background are as welcome as those who have been born and 
bred in Christian families. The drunkard, the drug addict, the 
prostitute, the gambler, the atheist and the hypocrite are all 
called. Cast yourself on the Saviour. ‘Whosoever believeth on 
him shall not be ashamed’ (Romans 10:11).

'Measure yourself against God’s 
law. The commandments can be 
summarised as to love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, 

soul, strength and mind and your 
neighbour as yourself. If you do 
not love like this you are a law 

breaker and all law breakers will 
be punished. All of us are sinners 
and by nature on the way to hell.'



5SPECIAL ISSUE

When I think of Jesus Christ, I cannot help but wonder 
at His grace. God’s grace is His showing goodness 
to those who do not deserve it. I certainly did not 

deserve grace from God, but in His mercy I was saved by Christ 
at the age of twelve. 

Illness and God
I was brought up in the east end of Glasgow by a single mother 
in a secular household. God was never mentioned and just 
like the majority of Scottish households we lived our life how 
we wanted to. I was born with a bowel disability and had a 
colostomy bag from a young age. So I can remember when 
we received a letter from Oxford Radcliffe Hospital to have 
experimental surgery. We moved  to Northampton to live with 
my cousins whilst I attended hospital. I spent four months in 
there at eight years old receiving my life-changing operation. 
I include this part of my life to show how God’s will is in our 
lives, even in suffering, when we cannot see it. 
We lived on in Northampton and it was at school there I first 

heard about Jesus. A local minister came to take the religious 
assembly and spoke on the Parable of the Good Samaritan in 
Luke 10:29-37. I could not explain it at the time but as I listened 
I knew that I would not have stopped to help the injured man. 
I, like the priests, was not a nice person. This was my first 
conviction of sin. I spoke to the minister and he gave me a Bible 
which I began to read. The more I read  about Jesus, the more 
I knew about my own sin and His goodness. I asked my mother 
if I could go to church but she would not let me. I was very 
disappointed, but continued to read my Bible.

Allowed to go to Church
At the age of 11 the family moved back to Scotland. This time a 
church was close by so I received permission to attend church 
alone. I don’t remember if anyone knew I read the Bible, but 
when alone in my room I couldn’t put it down. The church I 
went to was full of nice people and was very welcoming. I was 
very scared at attending church; I thought only good people 
attend church and I wasn’t good enough. But fighting the fear 

'I was very scared at attending 
church; I thought only good 

people attend church and I wasn’t 
good enough. But fighting the 

fear I went knowing I wanted to 
worship God and know more 
about Jesus. It was soon taught 
that Christians are sinners too; 
the only difference is that they 
have repented and believed in 
Jesus as Saviour. With my own 
misconceptions out of the way 
I loved to hear sermons about 

Jesus. At the age of twelve I knew 
I was a sinner, I also knew Jesus 
was a Saviour but there was no 

connection.'

A Testimony of Christ and His Grace
Craig Scott
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I went knowing I wanted to worship God and know more 
about Jesus. It was soon taught that Christians are sinners too; 
the only difference is that they have repented and believed in 
Jesus as Saviour. With my own misconceptions out of the way 
I loved to hear sermons about Jesus. At the age of twelve I 
knew I was a sinner, I also knew Jesus was a Saviour but there 
was no connection.
By this time I had started to read books from the local library. 
I loved history and picked up a book about the 16th century 
reformer Martin Luther. As I read of how he was converted 
and his preaching on how to be right with God (justification) 
I was drawn to Romans 1:17, ‘For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith’. To be saved I had to repent from my sin 
and turn in faith to Jesus as my Saviour. It was wonderful! 
Jesus Christ came into this world to die on the cross for 
sinners. How I marvelled at Jesus’ resurrection. He rose from 
the dead so that I could believe in Him as the Son of God and 
be saved.

Tested
My new faith brought such comfort. I was missing 70% of 
time from school due to my disability. The family was poor 
and went days without food, no power in the home, yet I 
was joyful. Of course I was very sad at our poverty, but I had 
Jesus. I wanted others to know about Him too. Unfortunately 
everyone I told rejected Him. I was mocked by friends and 
family alike. I found it very difficult in the knowledge that 
those I loved were sinners heading towards hell, but refusing 
to repent and believe. 
When I was 16 my grandfather took ill. He lost his memory 
and so I became his carer. My mother would leave for days on 
end without explaining where she went and left me with my 
grandfather, two brothers and sister. I struggled physically and 
spiritually. When I was 18 my grandfather died and I started 
to live a nasty life. I was getting drunk, going out at night, yet 
still attending church. I was a hypocrite. Sin is powerful, so 
powerful in fact that without God’s grace it will consume even 
Christians. When I was twenty God woke me up. I spent a 
church service being sick in the toilet, suffering from another 
hangover. My life was a mess, but God again showered me 
with grace. 

Repentance
I promised God I would change, give up the sin in my life and 
devote everything to Him. I moved to a new church and the 
preacher’s sermons helped me tremendously. God used him to 
challenge me and build me up. I needed to be more prayerful, 
read my Bible properly and more often. I had to practise what 
I preached. I started Open University and gained 120 credits. 
I then applied for Bible College and was accepted. The change 
was unbelievable. God’s grace brought me from the depths 
to serving Him unconditionally. I have now applied to be a 
minister and currently am continuing my studies. I love Jesus 
for who He is and what He has done for me. I know my sin, 
but I also know that the Spirit of God is inside me and has 
made me a new creature in Christ. I strive to be like Christ, 
and through prayer and the Bible, I am becoming more Christ-
like. I need Jesus every day, but I know everyone needs Jesus 
too. My prayer is to be used by God to proclaim the good 
news of salvation in Jesus Christ to the people of Scotland.  

A Voice From Hell
‘Oh, why am I here in this place of unrest

When others have entered the land of the blest?
God’s way of salvation was preached unto men;

I heard it and heard it, again and again.

Why did I not listen and turn from my sin
And open my heart and let Jesus come in?

For vain earthly pleasures my soul did I sell—
The way I had chosen has brought me to hell.

I wish I were dreaming, but ah, it is true.
The way to be saved I had heard and I knew;
My time on the earth, Oh, so quickly fled by,
How little I thought of the day I would die.

When God’s Holy Spirit was pleading with me,
I hardened my heart and I turned from His plea.
The way that was sinful, the path that was wide,

I chose and I walked till the time that I died.

Eternally now, I must dwell in this place.
If I from my memory could but erase

The thoughts of my past which are haunting me so.
Oh, where is a refuge to which I can go?

This torture and suff ’ring, how long can I stand?
For Satan and devils this only was planned.

God’s refuge is Jesus, the One that I spurned;
He offered salvation, but from Him I turned.

My brothers and sisters I wish I could warn.
Far better ‘twould be if I had not been born.
The price I must pay is too horrid to tell—
My life without God led directly to Hell’.

Oh, soul without Christ, will these words be your cry?
God’s Word so declares it that all men must die.
From hell and its terrors, Oh, flee while you may!

So, come to the Saviour; He’ll save you today!

Oscar C Eliason
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The whistle blew, and in the railway shops of a Pennsylvania 
town the men laid aside their tools, hurried past the 
watchman, and went out the large gates to their homes, 

happy that another week of work was ended. I worked in 
those shops for a number of years with a young fellow named 
Joe. He was hard-working and friendly. He loved hunting, and 
the season had just arrived. Joe couldn’t wait to get away from 
work and out into the woods.

The shops closed at noon on Saturday, and Joe’s plans for the 
weekend were all arranged. I had spoken to him many times 
about the love of God and how to prepare for eternity. I 
longed for Joe’s salvation, and pressed on him his deep need 
of the Saviour who suffered, bled and died to save us from 
eternity in Hell. ‘Christ died for our sins … He was buried … 
He rose again the third day’ (1 Corinthians 15:3,4). I pleaded 
with him to not reject such wonderful love and mercy, urging 
him to repent and believe the gospel—to receive Christ now. 
Smiling as though he pitied me, he replied, ‘I will sometime, not 
now’. As he was leaving the shop, I reminded him to be careful 
and said, ‘Goodbye, Joe’. Never will I forget that moment, as he 
rushed away, when he glanced back, waved his hand and called 
out, ‘Goodbye’. 

I returned to the shop on Monday morning, but Joe was not 
at his bench. Supposing him to be late, I remarked to another 
worker, ‘I wonder where Joe is?’ Reluctantly he replied, ‘Haven’t 
you heard?’ ‘Heard what?’ I asked. ‘Joe’s dead … killed Saturday 
afternoon in an accident with his own gun’. I was stunned 

and heartbroken. Not only did a young man—a friend and 
co-worker—lose his life, he entered eternity without Christ. 
Tragically, he heard the gospel and was invited to accept Christ 
just a few hours before he died, but he only smiled and replied, 
‘Sometime, not now’.

Many, like Joe, may not be atheists or God-haters, but merely 
procrastinators—intending or hoping to decide sometime, 
but ‘not now’. O dear traveller to eternity, I plead with you to 
consider these things. You may have made your plans for the 
next few days or years, but have you included God in them? 
When will you? God is appealing to you, Jesus is calling you, 
the Holy Spirit is entreating you. Life is shorter than you can 
imagine, and your plans do not always come to pass. Do not 
put off the salvation of your precious soul.

Dear reader, when you say your last ‘Goodbye’, where are you 
going—Heaven or Hell? It can only be one or the other. Sin 
is a terrible reality. Eternity is near. Have you prepared for it? 
Have you seen your need of the Saviour that God’s love has 
provided? Have you repented of your sin and trusted Him? 
Open your heart’s door and let the light of these blessed Holy 
Scriptures shine in: ‘For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life…. He that believeth on Him 
is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the Name of the only 
begotten Son of God’ (John 3:16,18). ‘That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved…. 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved’ (Romans 10:9,13). 

‘Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation’ (2 Corinthians 6:2). ‘Boast not thyself of tomorrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth’ (Proverbs 
27:1).

With kind permission

Goodbye Joe
C D Hepner

Not only did a young man—a friend 
and co-worker—lose his life, he 
entered eternity without Christ. 

Tragically, he heard the gospel and 
was invited to accept Christ just a 
few hours before he died, but he 

only smiled and replied, ‘Sometime, 
not now’.
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Every human being who has ever lived or will ever live has 
asked, is asking or will ask four basic questions: Who am 
I? Why am I here? What is wrong with the world? and, 

How can what is wrong be made right? While we may not say 
them, it is in the soul of every person to wrestle with these 
questions. Let us consider what the Bible says.

Answers From Our Culture
Who am I? You are an accident. You are a mistake. You are 
a glorified ape. You are the result of random evolutionary 
process. That’s it. No rhyme. No reason. No purpose. This is 
the pathetic reality when evolution runs its full course. If the 
idea is carried to its logical conclusion, human beings have no 
value. You are ultimately nothing.
Why am I here? You are here to consume and enjoy. That’s the 
only thing that matters. When the famous philanthropist John 
D. Rockefeller was asked, ‘How much money is enough?’ he 
was as honest as any man has ever been. He responded, ‘Just a 
little bit more’. Consume and enjoy—that’s why you’re here.
What is wrong with the world? People are either insufficiently 
educated or insufficiently governed. That’s what’s wrong with 
the world. People either don’t know enough, or they’re not 
being watched enough.
How can what is wrong be made right? The solution is more 
education and more government. Teach people more stuff 
and give them more information. How do we combat AIDS? 
Through AIDS awareness. How do we combat racism? Anti-
hate classes. What about the man who beats his wife? Anger-
management classes. Just give people more information and 
everything will be fine. The answers provided by our culture 
leave us wanting and empty. Let’s now take a look at how God’s 
Word, the Bible, answers these same questions.

Answers From The Bible
Who am I? You cannot figure out who you are until you first 
discover who Jesus Christ is. Jesus ‘is the image of the invisible 
God…. by him were all things created … all things were 
created by him, and for him’ (Colossians 1:15-16). He is the 
exact representation of God. He is God in human flesh. He is 
God with us, God among us. The Bible says that I am created 
by God—in His image and likeness (Genesis 1:26) – not the 
result of random processes. The Bible says that whether I am 
tall and beautiful or small and not so handsome, whether my 
body functions perfectly or is severely deformed, I am the 
crowning glory of the creation of God, and as a result I have 
inherent dignity, worth, and value.

Why am I here? ‘For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth … all things were created by him, 
and for him …that in all things he might have the preeminence’ 
(Colossians 1:16–18). The ultimate purpose of all things is to 
bring glory and honour to Jesus Christ. That’s why I exist. That 
is why you exist. And because of this, contrary to the view 
of our culture, the reason for my existence goes far beyond 
consumption and enjoyment. 
What is wrong with the world? I am. You are. Despite the fact 
that we are the crowning glory of the creation of God, created 
to live and bring glory and honour to the Lord, we are instead 
hostile and disobedient toward the One by whom and for 
whom we were created. ‘All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way’ (Isaiah 53:6). The 
Bible calls this disobedience towards God ‘sin’, and it says that 
‘all have sinned and come short of the glory of God’ (Romans 
3:23). Summing up, sin is what’s wrong with the world.
How can what is wrong be made right? What is wrong can 
only be made right by the substitutionary, atoning death of 
Christ. You ‘hath he [Christ] reconciled in the body of his 
flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight’ (Colossians 1:21-22). There 
is no other means by which we can be made right with God. 
‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved’ (Acts 4:12). The Bible says, ‘For he [God] hath made him 
[Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him’ (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
There was nothing else that could have been done that would 
have allowed God to be righteous and also the one who makes 
us right. 
In the mercy of God the Father He punished His Son in our 
place in order to satisfy His righteous wrath against sin. Our 
only hope is to believe in Jesus who was crucified and rose 
again (1 Corinthians 1:23, 15:3-4). The sinless Lamb of God 
gave His life to pay a debt that He did not owe on behalf of 
sinners who could never pay Him back!

The Ultimate Answer
If these two sets of answers—from our culture and from the 
Bible—are placed side by side, something very interesting 
happens. With the answers from our culture you are left 
worthless, empty and hopeless. You’re on your own to pursue 
satisfaction… and you’ll never find it. But the Bible says you 
are precious. You have purpose. The only way what is wrong 
in your life can be made right is for you to repent and believe 
what the Bible says. Believe that Jesus took the punishment for 
sins by dying on the cross as a substitute for sinners and that 
He rose from the dead three days later, showing that God had 
accepted His death on the cross as the payment for the sin-
debt that was owed to God. If you believe this gospel, repent 
of (completely turn from) your sinful patterns of life, and place 
your faith completely in Jesus Christ. God promises ‘That if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved’ (Romans 10:9).
The Answer to life’s ultimate questions is Christ. Those who 
walk aimlessly through this life will never be satisfied with the 
answers our culture gives. Christ is the only one who will ever 
satisfy. Have you entrusted your life to Him?

With kind permission - Crossway Tracts

Life’s Ultimate Questions
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When we see a person laughing and ‘having a good 
time’, we just naturally assume that he is genuinely 
happy. That is not necessarily the case. A loud laugh 

or an empty joke is the covering many people use to conceal 
an aching heart.
One day a man visited his doctor complaining of such 
overwhelming depression that life was unbearable. The doctor 
examined him and, finding nothing that would indicate a 
physical problem, he advised him that what he needed was 
some lively amusement. ‘Try a funny novel’, the doctor 
suggested. The patient just shook his head, indicating his doubt 
that a humorous novel was the answer to his unhappiness and 
deep depression.
The doctor thought a moment longer and then said, ‘Well, I’ll 
tell you what might cheer you up. Go to a theatre and watch 
an amusing movie. That might be just what you need’. Again, a 
turn of the head indicated that the man did not feel this advice 
would be of any help either.
‘Well’, said the doctor, ‘I can only think of one other thing 
that might help you. The circus has just arrived in town and I 
understand there is a terrific clown act which is drawing crowds. 
If you still suffer from depression after attending his show, I will 
be surprised’. To the doctor’s amazement, his patient’s reply in 
a tone of deep distress was, ‘I am that clown’!
The plight of that clown is the same as many today. Not only do 
they suffer overwhelming depression due to the circumstances, 
sorrows and strife of this sinful world, but the counsel received 
is mostly from those who have no remedy for such problems 
as theirs. Let’s turn to God, the Great Physician, and His Word 

for the diagnosis and prescription that can help.
The basic need of every person is to have his sins forgiven and 
to be brought into a right relationship with his Creator. Do you 
suffer from guilt? You should, because ‘all have sinned’ (Romans 
3:23), making us all guilty before God. The way to remove this 
guilt is not by distracting ourselves or pretending it does not 
exist. Freedom from guilt is available from God who in His rich 
mercy and great love has provided for complete forgiveness of 
our sins through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. On the cross 
of Calvary He died for sinners (Romans 5:8), and is now risen 
again (1 Corinthians 15:3,4).
Turn to Jesus Christ! He was ‘wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities: The chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed’ 
(Isaiah 53:5). His fee is ‘without money and without price’ 
(Isaiah 55:1). The prescription is simply ‘repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Acts 20:21). The 
results will be effective immediately. As soon as you trust Jesus 
Christ as your personal Saviour, your sins will be pardoned 
forever, leaving you a conscience free from guilt. Your new 
eternal relationship with God will begin, giving you rest that 
can never be broken (Matthew 11:28-30), peace that passes 
understanding (Philippians 4:7), and ‘joy unspeakable and full of 
glory’ (1 Peter 1:8).
Plead with the Lord Jesus Christ to be the healer of your soul, 
and take His prescription in faith right now. His desire is that 
you might have ‘full’ joy (John 15:11; 16:24).

With kind permission – Moments With The Book

'I am that Clown'
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For 19 years Ian was a stranger to God, but then, in God’s time, he 
was drawn savingly to our Father who is in heaven. 

I was born and brought up in Sussex. My father is English, but 
my mother was Scottish – her maiden name was Buchanan. 
For my upbringing I have much to be thankful for although 

I did not hear the Gospel during these first nineteen years. 
As a family we attended an Anglo-Catholic parish church 
until I was four years old. When I turned seventeen I began 
to think more deeply, ‘What is the meaning of life?’ ‘Why am 
I here?’ and ‘What is the purpose of it all?’ At the time, I was 
studying for my A-Levels. Two of my subjects were Biology 
and Geography, and I was fully indoctrinated in the theory of 
evolution. However, I wouldn’t say there wasn’t a God. The 
sins of youth were trapping me and, as I started a degree 
course in Swansea, further opportunity for such sins arose 
and I could so easily have gone badly ‘off the rails’. But the 
Lord was restraining me. Before I went off to university, I 
remember being at a party where drugs were being handed 
round.’ I refused and in disgust I made my way home - that was 
before I was converted. I believe that my reaction was due to 
the restraining of God’s common grace.
At Swansea I met Christians from the Christian Union and we 
talked about many things, including evolution. I still, despite my 
willing sinfulness, had deep questions. I felt I had no reason 
for life, why I should  live, or why anything should exist. I 
remember one of the believers saying to me at the time, 
‘Evolution is a stumbling block’ (in relation to coming to faith 
in Christ). These words really made me think.

A Knock At The Door
Some months after, I got a knock at the door of my room 
in the halls of residence where I stayed. There were two 
Christian lads going from door-to-door trying to speak to 
students about their need of Christ. I recognised one of 
them as the young man who had earlier spoken those words 
regarding evolution. I invited them in and they began to ask 
questions such as; ‘Did I believe in God?’, ‘What would happen 
to me when I died?’ To these questions I replied in a rather 
flat way, ‘I don’t know’. They gave me literature to read and 
then they left. As soon as the door was shut I knew very 
strongly that I had to find out about this. It was the work of 
the Holy Spirit convicting my dead soul: ‘And you hath He 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins’ (Ephesians 
2:1). I immediately started to read the leaflets. I found my AV 
Gideons’ Bible in my desk drawer. It had been there since I 
had moved in. I started to read various passages and I was 
gripped by the power of the Word. Later, I ran up to one of 
the callers’ rooms and told him I wanted to go to church! He 
was a little taken aback, but on the Lord’s Day, this friend and 

I went along to the local Anglican church. I don’t remember 
the curate preaching the Gospel but I do remember in his 
sermon he said the word ‘students’. I knew God was speaking 
to me but I had to come to Him! I remember talking with this 
friend on a number of occasions on spiritual things and I had 
already started to pray. Over the next four weeks, I continued 
to attend church with my friend. One Lord’s Day evening, we 
sat talking about the Gospel and I remember asking my friend, 
‘Can we pray?’ He said ‘Yes’, so I prayed. I can’t remember 
exactly what I prayed, but I knew in that prayer Almighty God 
had saved my soul! And my friend knew it too! What joy and 
new life I felt! Now I was at peace with God. I continued 
reading my Gideons’ Bible.
Soon after I went and bought my first AV Bible. I wore that 
out in a few years. I bought another one and wore that out 
too, and started on my third last year. It was the Lord alone 
that gave me a love for His Word, Christian fellowship, going 
to church, praying and reading Christian literature.
Later, He gave me a desire to witness and preach. The Lord is 
so good and faithful! He is so patient and forgiving. But as my 
Heavenly Father, He corrects me, picks me up, comforts and 
teaches me through sermons, providence, Christian fellowship, 
my lovely wife and children.
It’s not easy being a Christian. The world is against us and so 
is the Devil and the indwelling sin in our hearts. Becoming a 
Christian isn’t all there is in the Christian life. We must grow in 
holiness and in service to the Lord. We have to give diligence 
to make our calling and election sure – that is, make sure we 
are real Christians and aren’t just deceiving ourselves. This 
diligence I strive, by God’s grace, to maintain. 

God’s Goodness
Over nearly thirty-three years of being a Christian, I can testify 
to the wonderful goodness of God! He has given me Himself, 
and then a lovely wife and my children, all of whom have now 
professed faith in their parents’ Saviour. He has given us a roof 
over our heads, work for our hands to do, clothes to wear, 
and all that we need. He has also brought us through difficult 
times. Tom our eldest, I can blame for making me  a convinced 
infant baptist! He was only a few hours old at the time! You 
can ask him about that!
I was ordained as a Presbyter in the Church of England 
(Continuing) in 2001, and through an amazing series of 
providences, I am, by God’s grace, now a minister of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing). I love the Metrical Psalms. 
I love the old Free Church ways. I love the old-fashioned 
Gospel - it is ever new, and is ‘the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek’ (Romans 1:16). Oh the blessedness of peace 

‘Our Father Which Art In Heaven’
A Testimony to God’s Grace

Ian Budgen
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with God!
We do as a family thank God for the Free Church (Continuing). 
He has brought us into fellowship with so many wonderful 
Christian people! How important and enriching is real, caring, 
deep, Christian fellowship! How we have appreciated the 
preaching! I finish with these words: ‘O taste and see that the 
Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. Oh fear 
the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear 
Him’ (Psalm 34:8-9).

'It’s not easy being a Christian. 
The world is against us and so 
is the Devil and the indwelling 

sin in our hearts. Becoming 
a Christian isn’t all there is 

in the Christian life. We must 
grow in holiness and in service 

to the Lord.'

Atheism is the belief that there is ‘no God’ and Richard 
Dawkins says that he ‘believes’ that ‘believing in a 
God [any God]’ is ‘false’. He, Dawkins, says he rejects 

believing in God (any God) because that would be ‘BELIEF 
WITHOUT EVIDENCE’.
But Dawkins is an atheist! And atheism is notorious for 
believing without evidence.
What ‘evidence’ is there for atheism?
When we look up at the stars and survey the beauty of the 
world around us do we find any evidence that there is no God 
(any God)?
When we examine the micro-systems and the macro-systems 
of the physical realities all about us, do we find any evidence 
that there is no God?
When we ruminate on the ‘irreducible complexities’ of 
biological phenomena, or consider the transcendental laws of 
logic and morality do we find any evidence that there is no 
God (any God)? When we see nature ‘red in tooth and claw’ 
do we find evidence that there is no God? Or when we see 
man’s inhumanity to man, do we find evidence that there is no 
God? And does the existence of evil mean there is no God?
Atheism like this is intellectually inconsistent, barren, and 
irrational. Atheism is belief without evidence and the thinking 
public see through the delusion.

If we must choose between the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
Christ or Richard Dawkins, the choice is easy. 

(Contributed)

Atheism is Unbelievable and 
Irrational
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God in His great wisdom has made the universe in such a 
wonderful way that invisible things become visible. This 
is the way the Apostle Paul puts it: ‘The invisible things 

of him [God] from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made’ (Romans 1:20). 
How can this be? How can ‘invisible things’ be said to be ‘clearly 
seen’ and ‘understood by the things that are made’?
It is extremely important to grasp the meaning of what Paul 
states here. The reason for saying this is because many people, 
tragically, live for years and years in this wonderful world and 
yet never learn anything about God from what they see in the 
universe all around them.
When Paul speaks about ‘things that are made’ he refers of 
course to the sun, moon and stars – and to the earth all round 
about us – and also to our own bodies. By ‘the invisible things’ 
of God, Paul means His power and Godhead. The question then 
that faces us is: How does God expect us to see the invisible 
things by means of the visible?

The Designer
The answer must be this. Our intelligence and our experience 
tell us all that highly complex machines do not come into 
existence without highly intelligent designers and manufacturers. 
For example, jumbo jets do not come into existence by chance 
or by accident. If a bomb were dropped on a junk-yard full of 
scrap metal we would never expect it to result in a jet-plane 
coming into existence, all ready and prepared to fly! Again, if an 
earthquake occurred in a desert region no one would expect a 
palace to be made out of the wreckage of sand and stone!
‘Why not?’, one might ask. The obvious reply is that aeroplanes 
and palaces only come into existence as the product of highly 
skilled and intelligent workmen. There are no examples anywhere 
on earth of computers, spacecraft, motor cars or other complex 
machines coming into existence by sheer accident. Complicated 
machines have to be made by qualified engineers, or they do not 
come into existence at all.
The principle is this: Where we see design there must somewhere 
be a designer. It is possible, if we wish to do so, to find out the 
names of the clever people who over the years have invented 
and constructed important machines. This is why we respect the 
names of Marconi, Henry Ford, the Wright Brothers, Bill Gates 
and many others. They invented or constructed machines of one 
sort or another which have been of great value to us all.
The Apostle Paul, then, is using this argument to teach us a most 
important lesson about God. Do we live in a complex universe? 
Is there evidence of immense skill and design in the way the 
world all around us works? Can we detect, for example, a good 
reason why there is daylight and nightlight in our world? Yes. It 
is essential to have the daylight so we may work efficiently. But, 
equally, it is desirable not to have so much light at night since we 
all need to go to sleep.
Take another example. Is it not a most wise fact that in the 
world there are both male and female? If it were otherwise 
there would soon be neither bird nor beast nor man upon the 
earth. But the male and female of every species are very skilfully 
designed so as to have offspring.

Take the human body as another example of design. We have 
eyes to see, ears to hear, brains to think, tongues to speak, feet 
to walk and hands to work. This short list by no means exhausts 
all we could say about the human body.
No wonder the Bible says that we humans are ‘fearfully and 
wonderfully made’ (Psalm 139:14). The human body is so 
cleverly designed that academically talented men and women 
have to spend years at university to be capable of helping us 
when we fall ill. This is because the organs of the body (heart, 
lungs, stomach, liver, kidneys, etc) are shaped, connected and co-
ordinated in such a marvellous way that clever people can only 
be trusted to heal or help us after years of intensive study of 
the body and its parts.
There are, of course, a multitude of other things about our 
universe which lead to the same conclusion: there must be 
a very skilful Designer of this great universe. Think of the air 
we breathe, the water we drink, the food we need to eat, the 
warmth we need to live comfortably, the gravity which keeps 
us all from flying off into space, the phases of the moon, the 
rotation of the seasons, etc., etc. The list is endless. Wherever 
we look there is the same amazing fact: design. But if there is 
design, as we said earlier, there must be a Designer.
This is exactly what the Apostle Paul is arguing in Romans 
chapter 1: ‘The invisible things of him [God] from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen’ (Romans 1:20).

Suppressing the Truth
At this point we have to face a very serious question: Why do 
people not see that there must be a God behind it all? The 
answer the Bible gives is extremely important for us to know. 
People do not acknowledge God as Creator because, being 
sinners, they suppress this knowledge in their own minds. Man is 
sinful and he does not wish to believe in God. As a consequence, 
argues Paul, people ‘are without excuse’ when they profess that 
they do not recognise God’s existence. The expression which 
Paul uses is very instructive. He says that when men refuse 
to acknowledge God they are suppressing in their own minds 
what they know very well to be true. Put simply the fact of the 
matter is this: People know there is a God but they prefer not to 
acknowledge or give glory to Him as our blessed Creator.
Suppression of the truth in this way is very displeasing to God. 
If men do not repent of their attitude they will, as the Bible very 
clearly teaches, be severely punished by God. This punishment 
is a reflection of God’s ‘wrath’ or holy anger. If God made the 
world so wonderfully He expects us, as intelligent men and 
women, to acknowledge His existence, to believe in the Bible, 
which is His inspired revelation, and to worship Him with 
reverence.
Mercifully, God is very ready and willing to forgive sinners who 
see the error of their ways. How do we obtain His forgiveness? 
We need to pray to God, asking for His mercy and pardon. And 
we must believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who died on 
the Cross to obtain pardon for us. This is why the Bible says: 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved’ (Acts 
16:31).
Those who truly believe in Christ as their personal Saviour will 
receive grace to see what before they were so tragically and 
wilfully blind to: ‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof’ 
(Psalm 24:1).
Do you see the invisible God in His works, or are you blind? 
Trust in God and He will give you eyes to see and a heart to 
love Him.

Is God Really So Invisible? 
Maurice Roberts
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I was converted to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ fifty-
six years ago in January 1957. I had good parents and a 
stable home but neither my parents, nor I, nor my younger 

sister Ann, had any true knowledge of God before that date. 
My religious life amounted to saying private prayers in bed at 
night before going to sleep. Church attendance, family worship, 
grace before eating our meals was no part of our life.
About the age of fifteen I, along with two other boys whom 
I was friendly with, started to attend a local church in Sale, 
Cheshire, where we were brought up. I do not think I heard 
the gospel preached there, but I am sure some of the church 
people we met there were true believers.
A friend of my mother’s from her childhood occasionally 
visited our home. We referred to her as ‘Auntie’, though she 
was not really a relative. This lady was, I now believe, a real 
Christian. She was unmarried and lived at some distance from 
us, but she never failed to send a gift to me as a child on my 
birthday. I remember once, when I was quite young, seeing her 
coming into a room of our house. Her face was bright with 
Christian love. I remarked on this to myself. But I did not yet 

know what it was that made her different and put a godly shine 
on her face.

University Christian Union
The significant period of my life was the time when I started to 
study at university. In the goodness of God I there met another 
student, one who was a true believer and who was preparing 
for the work of the Christian ministry. He was a young 
Welshman from South Wales. This student befriended me and 
introduced me to the university Christian Union. Here I met 
enthusiastic young believers who loved Christ and looked on 
the Bible as God’s inspired Word. All this was new to me.
As I look back I can see that God began to strive with me 
in December of 1956. I was conscious of an influence on my 
conscience and mind convicting me of my need to put God’s 
will first in my life and to turn my back on worldly pleasures. In 
this state of mind I read through a little copy of John’s Gospel 
in the course of one or two nights while at home with my 
parents. In January 1957 I was back at university and I was now 
under the powerful strivings of God’s Holy Spirit.
The crisis came during a lecture at the university. I was in class 
trying to take notes. But I was in a state of spiritual distress. In 
this troubled state of mind I prayed silently to God. As I did so 
a few words from the Bible came into my mind: ‘All things work 
together for good to them that love God’ (Romans 8:28). As I 
did not then know my Bible I have since wondered how these 
words came to my memory. It was the goodness of God.

A Difficult Decision
A difficult decision now faced me. I can to this day recall the 
strain and stress of it. I needed to put certain things out of 
my life. I needed to put God first. But what would my friends 

How God Saved Me
Maurice Roberts

'I can see that God 
began to strive with 
me. I was conscious 

of an influence on my 
conscience and mind 
convicting me of my 

need to put God’s will 
first in my life and to 

turn my back on worldly 
pleasures.'
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say? Would they not scoff at me? Here, I do not hesitate to 
say, was the crucial moment in life. It was a time of agony and 
of decision. The issues of that decision-time were of eternal 
importance. The pull of the world and of worldly people was 
very strong. I think as I look back now that this was the most 
crucial hour in my life. Whom would I serve: God or Mammon? 
Which course would I take: to heaven or to hell?
Those who have experienced a Christian conversion know 
the struggle which I refer to. I was eighteen at the time and I 
had no knowledge of how others before me had gone through 
the same critical experience. The heart is pulled in two 
opposite directions. The emotions are placed under strain. 
Tears, fears and uncertainties all tear at the soul of one who 
is under conviction of sin.

At Home
By the grace of God I found strength to deny my carnal love 
of the world and to take up Christ’s cross. But it was a most 
difficult decision to make. By the end of January 1957 I had 
come through the worst of my struggle. I did not as yet have 
full assurance of salvation. That came later. But I was able, on 
returning home for a brief visit, to say to my father, ‘I have 
become a Christian’. It was not an easy thing for me to say. 
But he received the words with fatherly kindness. Some time 
later I asked permission in the family to read the Bible to my 
parents and to my dear sister. This was granted and I was able 
from now on to conduct Family Worship in the home.
Mother was, I believe, the first in the family to be converted 
after me. I had left the dead church earlier referred to and 
now met with serious Bible-believing Christians. Then my 
sister Ann came to know the Lord. Some years after, our 
father, who had attended a good church in later life along with 
mother, wrote a lovely letter to me to say he now believed 
in Christ as his Saviour. O God of grace, how good Thou art! 
All in the family were now safely in Christ. My sister later 
married a lovely Christian minister and they served abroad as 
missionaries for several years.
After five years of teaching in an English grammar school I 
married and went with my wife Sandra to live in, and later 
near, Edinburgh. After a further few years as a teacher I 
trained in the Free Church of Scotland College and entered 
the ministry. For almost twenty years we served in the lovely 
town of Ayr. Then, for some sixteen years, in Inverness.

One Thing Matters
I can testify that those who give their life to God will be given 
their heart’s desire. One thing matters in life: to get safely to 
heaven. What is the big change which people feel when they 
are converted to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? Of course, 

there are many changes. In a sense everything changes when 
you come to know the Lord Jesus as your own personal 
Saviour. Your ambition now is not for things in this life, but to 
glorify God and to look forward to eternal life with God in 
heaven forever.
But let me emphasise one big change in a person’s life after 
conversion. It is to try to win others also to come to believe 
in Jesus Christ. The gospel is such wonderful good news that 
we cannot keep it to ourselves. We must tell others so that 
they may enjoy the love of God as we have experienced it. I 
am able to testify that to win a soul to Christ is a wonderful 
experience.
Through the great kindness of God I have had this experience 
a number of times. I have seen lives changed for the better 
through the gospel of Christ. When one person in a family is 
converted it can lead to others also being brought to Christ. 
A few words spoken about the need to be ‘born again’ can 
be blessed to several members of a family, so that new life 
enters into several family members within a few short months. 
Brothers and sisters, parents and children, husbands and wives 
can all rejoice together – just through a simple presentation of 
Christ’s powerful gospel: ‘Ye must be born again’ (John 3:7).

Advice
If I may, as one who is now an older Christian, let me offer 
friendly advice. I would urge all who believe in Jesus to spread 
the gospel by all lawful means. When travelling by bus, plane 
or train try to engage the person next to you in conversation. 
Begin with everyday things and move on to the gospel. Tell 
them your testimony perhaps. Or else offer them a little New 
Testament. (It is good practice to carry one or two New 
Testaments with you as you travel around).
God can bless a few simple gospel truths to people in such 
conversations. He has shown us how to do this in the 
wonderful life of Christ. At the well mentioned in John’s 
Gospel chapter 4 Jesus begins by asking the Samaritan lady for 
a drink of water and ends up by telling her that He is the long-
awaited Jewish Messiah! The woman, whose life was stained by 
many a sin, came to a saving knowledge of Christ there and 
then. And it did not stop there. She forgot her water-pot in 
her enthusiasm to tell others what she had found!
People today have lost the church-going habits of the past. 
But if we know Jesus Christ for ourselves we can take the 
gospel to them in this simple every-day manner. Who knows 
the good that may come of a few kindly-spoken gospel words 
to a fellow-traveller? Those who win souls are wise, says 
God (Proverbs 11:30). They will get their reward eternally in 
heaven.

'Here was the crucial moment in life. It was a time of agony and of decision. 
The issues of that decision-time were of eternal importance. The pull of the 

world and of worldly people was very strong. I think as I look back now 
that this was the most crucial hour in my life. Whom would I serve: God or 

Mammon? Which course would I take: to heaven or to hell?'
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The Book of Proverbs is a wonderful book. It contains 
hundreds of short sayings on a wealth of subjects: turn 
to any verse and give it serious thought and you will 

benefit. Although Solomon wrote these sayings it was God 
who gave them to him and it is God who speaks through 
them to us today: Like the rest of the Bible the vital matter of 
salvation is never far away.
Here is a proverb we should consider carefully: ‘The way of 
life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath’ 
(15:24) The words are simple but the saying needs some 
explanation.
I am sure you will agree that it is normal for people to desire 
life rather than death. Something is very wrong when a person 
is so reckless in his lifestyle that he ruins his health and 
suffers a miserable end. Yet when it comes to our souls that 
is exactly what we find: men going on in sin and reaping the 
awful consequences. How few are sensible when it comes to 
eternal things!
If we are to escape what we deserve for our sin then we must 
find the ‘way’ which is spoken of in our proverb. As with any 
journey there are three things involved in it:

Destination
The first thing about this way is its destination. It is the way of 
life. The Bible says: ‘The wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Romans 
6:23). Our Saviour prayed: ‘This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent’ (John 17:3). Eternal life in Christ is a life of friendship 
and fellowship with God, begun in this world and enjoyed to 
the full in heaven: an abundant and satisfying life.
It is a wonderful thing that a holy and righteous God should 
show any kindness at all to us unworthy sinners. He gives us 
our daily bread and we should thank Him for it. But in the 
gospel God’s goodness overflows. ‘For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). The 
love of God is measured by the cross of Calvary.
What a measure that is! At Calvary we see the breadth 
and length and depth and height of a love which passes our 
knowledge (Ephesians 3:18,19). The sinless Son of God willingly 
bore the guilt of others, suffering, bleeding and dying as God 
punished Him in their place. Because Christ has fully paid the 
price for sin there is a way back to God for all who put their 
trust in Him. As a King, Jesus delivers His poor people from 
a fearful pit, makes them princes and brings them into His 
glorious palace!

Direction
The second thing about this way is its direction. The way of 
life is above. The meaning is that it is an upward way, one we 
cannot travel in our own strength. You know how difficult it can 
be to climb a long, steep hill; your legs become tired and your 

feet begin to slip. 
We need help if 
we are to ascend 
into the hill of the 
Lord and stand 
in His holy place 
(Psalm 24:3). As 
Jesus said, ‘Except 
a man be born 
again, he cannot 
see the kingdom 
of God’ (John 
3:3). We need 
the Holy Spirit to 
work the saving grace of God in our hearts and unite us to 
Christ.
The way to heaven is mapped out for us in the Word of God. 
It is a way of holiness (Isaiah 35:8), a daily walking with God in 
loving obedience and thankfulness for His salvation. Although 
it is a blessed way we are bound to meet with trials and 
temptations. The world, the flesh and the devil oppose us at 
every step and so the way of life can only be travelled by faith 
and prayer. To make progress toward heaven believers must 
lean upon their beloved Saviour who said to His disciples, 
‘without me ye can do nothing’ (John 15:5).
The secret of the Christian life is knowing that Jesus Himself is 
‘the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6). God has made Him 
‘wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption’ 
(1 Corinthians 1:30). Everything we need for heaven is in 
Christ! It is no surprise that in the believer’s eyes Jesus is 
‘precious’ (1 Peter 2:7).

Departure
The final thing about this way is its departure. We must depart 
from hell beneath. By nature we are on the broad way which 
leads down to the place of everlasting punishment (Matthew 
7:13). We must begin to travel the way of life by turning to God 
in repentance and trusting in Christ for righteousness. Then we 
will be forgiven and cleansed and walking on the narrow way 
which leads to eternal life.
That is what happens when a sinner is converted by the mighty 
grace of God. It needs to happen to you if you are still on the 
broad way. You must leave the low road of sin which is taking 
you to hell and follow the high road of holiness which will take 
you to heaven. May I ask you then, In what direction are you 
heading? Are you bound for heaven? Have you departed from 
hell?
The way of life is above to the wise. Please do not despise the 
warnings of your conscience. Do not reject Jesus Christ as 
so many do. Another proverb says: ‘He that sinneth against 
me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death’ 
(Proverbs 8:36). Do not be so foolish as to be in love with 
death! Be wise and seek the way of life!

The Way of Life
David Blunt
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My early life was spent on the East coast of Scotland, 
in the seaside town of Dunbar. My earliest memories 
are of playing at the beach and fishing from the 

harbour-side during the long summer holidays of the 60s and 
70s. My parents came from different backgrounds: mum was a 
local girl from Dunbar, raised in the Church of Scotland, while 
dad hales from Dublin and was raised Roman Catholic. When 
they married the arrangement was that any children would be 
raised as Roman Catholics and so for the first ten or eleven 
years of my life I was taken to the local chapel, Our Lady of 
the Waves, in Dunbar. 
After a time my dad said that he had raised me in the faith he 
knew and if I wished to continue with it that would be fine, 
and if not, he would be fine with that also. That sounded great 
to me as it freed up my Sunday mornings to watch television, 
play with my friends or go fishing. However, as the summer 
holidays went on, my friends and I struggled for something new 
to do. When a small Baptist church came to town and ran what 
they called a vacation Bible school (they were American, rather 
exotic in those days) we decided to go along and give it a try. 
The attraction was organized games, quizzes and occasional 
camps; the down side as we saw it, involved listening to Bible 
stories and memorizing a few Bible verses, but we thought it 
was a price worth paying. 

As the days passed the truth of Scripture started to hit home 
to me in a way it had never done before in the Roman Catholic 
Church. I had heard many of the stories before and knew 
that Jesus had been crucified. (In the small R C chapel I had 
attended there were small wooden images of the ‘stations of 
the cross’.) Gradually my interest turned towards the Bible 
stories and other things we were learning. We were taught that 
sin was so serious that nothing but the death of Jesus on the 
cross could pay the price of our forgiveness or bring us peace 
with God. Over the next few years, from late primary school 
into my early years of secondary school, I regularly attended 
the Baptist church. During this time I tried to live as a Christian 
and even witnessed to friends at school about the gospel. The 

little congregation lost their pastor and their direction for a 
time. Sadly so did I, and I drifted away from church and into the 
parties and clubs my school friends were frequenting.  
After leaving school I joined the army and found that I still 
could not shake off my belief that there was a God to whom I 
was accountable. During the week I would be one of the lads, 
and on Sunday morning I would attend the garrison church.  
Eventually, on a number of occasions, after foolish and unwise 
escapades I ended up in the regimental jail. My last period 
in the ‘glasshouse’ gave me time to think. As I began to read 
my Bible (the one book you are allowed to keep by your 
bedside at such times) I realized how far wrong I had gone. In 
my foolishness I had disappointed my parents, disobeyed my 
superiors and departed from the ways of God. 

One night, while the other prisoners were elsewhere, I knelt 
beside my bed and asked God to forgive me for my sins. The 
next day, much to the surprise of the duty officer and the 
regimental policeman I requested to be able to attend church 
the following Sunday. My life was now very different. Suddenly 
I started to speak to my fellow soldiers about Christ and the 
difference He makes to your life. Before long I felt the need to 
get some Bible training to make up for the years I had wasted. 
Shortly afterwards, during a tour of duty in West Belfast, I 
applied to a Bible College and was accepted. The money I 
had saved while in Northern Ireland paid for my early release 
from the army and I went to the Faith Mission Bible College 
in Edinburgh. 

Since then my life has seen many moves and changes. I am 
married and my wife, Agnes, and I have three children; Sophie, 
Verity and Matthew. I have pastored congregations in Sydney, 
Australia; Scalpay, in the Western Isles and Aberdeen. However, 
one thing has remained consistent since then, my faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. As I look back over my life so far I see many 
reasons to be grateful to God. My caring parents and sisters, 
my loving wife, our precious children and the many friendships 
with Christians and others around the world are blessings 
for which I am truly thankful. The one blessing that surpasses 
all is the hope of salvation, which Christ gave to me and has 
never taken away. It is my prayer that others will enjoy many 
blessings throughout their lives. But most of all, I pray that you 
and others will know the joy of being forgiven, through faith 
in Jesus Christ.

My Testimony
Timothy McGlynn

'On a number of occasions, after 
foolish and unwise escapades I ended 

up in the regimental jail. My last period 
in the ‘glasshouse’ gave me time to 
think. As I began to read my Bible I 

realized how far wrong I had gone. In 
my foolishness I had disappointed my 
parents, disobeyed my superiors and 

departed from the ways of God.'
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Sadly, I can write about the prodigal son from personal 
experience. 
Happily, I can write about the prodigal son from personal 

experience. 
Come with me inside the head and heart of this young man 
and hear his thoughts and words at various stages of his 
recklessness and repentance. 

‘I’m fed up’ (v .12) 
Dad’s a good guy, a wise guy, and, thankfully, a forgiving guy. He’s 
gracious and generous to everyone in our family, especially to 
me and even to his servants. I should have no complaints and I 
don’t, apart from the fact that life here is so boring. My friends 
come back from their city jobs with such amazing experiences 
and exciting stories to tell. I’ve got nothing on that. Life here is 
so predictable, so routine, so ordinary, so boring. 
But that’s all going to change, and today’s the day. I’m going to 
ask Dad for an advance on my inheritance, and then I’ll be off 
to a bigger and better life. He’ll probably say no, but I’ve got a 
few levers to pull. 

‘I’m free’ (v .13) 
I can’t believe it! I’m on the road. Free at last! No more 
Sunday worship, no more family devotions, no more ‘home by 
midnight’, no more Dad watching over my shoulder, no more 
boredom. I’m free to choose my friends, free to choose my 
own girlfriends, free to try whatever I want, free to be me, free 
to be whoever I want to be. 
It was a bit painful to see my dad’s face when I told him. But 
the money is mine, after all; I’m just getting it a few years 
early. It’s not as if I’m going to spend it all at once. I’m not that 
stupid. I’ll invest some and save some, but I’m also definitely 
going to enjoy spending some. 
Sure, the last couple of days were a bit of a nightmare, with 
Mum and Dad moping around all day and talking long into the 
night. But my brother was happy enough to see me gone. ‘Mr 
Perfectly Proud’ has never made a wrong step in his life. 
Watch out world, here I come! 

‘I’m famished’ (vv .13-14,16) 
I’m sure I had more money in that bag. Where did it go? I 
couldn’t have spent it already, could I? I wish I hadn’t loaned 
out my savings to Joe; I haven’t seen him since. Come to think 
of it, I haven’t seen anyone since I started having to cut back 
last week. 
I was kind of hoping to get an invite to a party this weekend 
and get some good food and drink inside me - the cost of food 
is soaring in this famine. But so far there is nothing in the mail. 
I am so hungry. How can I get something to eat? 

‘I’m filthy’ (vv .15-16) 
I can’t believe this... I just can’t believe it! From the beautiful 
people to pigs! From parties to a pigsty! I never thought pig 
slop could look so tasty. Some friends they were - wouldn’t 
even help me through my little downturn. Another bright-eyed 
newbie is in town and enjoying all their attention. Just think 
of all that I gave and shared. And what do I get back? A big 
fat zero. And mud. And manure. It’s just disgusting! These guys 
disgust me. In fact, I disgust myself. My ‘friends’ make me sick. 
The pigs make me sick. I make myself sick. But what else can 
I do? 

‘I’m foolish’ (v .17) 
What are you doing? Look at yourself! Look at what you’ve 
given up. And look at what you ‘gained’. I’ve been such a fool! 
I’ve spent all my money: I’ve wasted it, thrown it all away. And 
for what? What do I have to show for it? Absolutely nothing. 
Come on, man. Think! Even Dad’s servants have a better life 
than this. They’ve got plenty of food, and I’m simply starving. 
Maybe I should ... no, I couldn’t. I couldn’t. 

‘I’m finished’ (v .18) 
Okay, I’m done. I can’t take any more of this. I’ve got to risk 
it and go home to Dad. The thought of my brother’s smirk is 
agony, but I’ve got a chance with my father, especially if I ask 
his forgiveness and beg for mercy. Even if he takes me on as a 
servant, that would be more than I could hope for. Maybe he 
can even help me spiritually, because I’ve sinned against God 

The Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15:11-32)

David Murray, Grand Rapids
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as well. In fact, I’ve sinned against Him above all. 
I have no idea what lies ahead, but I’m finished with this so-
called ‘life’. Whatever the future holds back home, it’s got to 
be better than this, even if I could be a servant. Perhaps Dad 
will give me a place with the hired help. 

‘I’m forgiven’ (vv .20-24) 
Who’s that on the hill? Looks like Dad. Must have lost a sheep. 
Oh, now he’s running in this direction. I wonder if he saw 
me? Wait, I think I hear him yelling, ‘My son, my son, my son! 
Welcome home, my son, my son!’ Can it be? 
‘Dad, please. Please, Dad! Dad, can you hold off on the kisses? 
Dad, Dad, please don’t call me your son! I don’t deserve that. I 
am so, so sorry. I’ve sinned against God and I’ve sinned against 
you. Listen, I know I don’t deserve even this, but if I could even 
be one of your servants, that would be huge’. 
‘Servant? Never, never, never! You’re my son. Always and ever 
my son’. 
‘No, Dad, it’s not right’. 
‘If you want merciless justice, you’ve come to the wrong place, 
my son. You were lost and dead. You are found and alive. You 
most certainly are and always shall be my son’. 
‘Get the best cloak, best ring, and best meat for my son. Fix 
it-fast! We’re going to celebrate and have a good time. My son, 
my son, my son!’ 

Observations 
If you’re fed up, tired of your parents’ strictures, and just 
waiting for the first opportunity to go to the far country, I 
beg you to reconsider your plans. Most prodigals don’t come 
back. Some find success and don’t come back. Many find death 
and can’t come back. Your restlessness is rebellion against love. 
Don’t minimize it by renaming it ‘sowing your wild oats’, ‘my 
time in the world’, or ‘trying it out’. It’s sin, and it’s sin against 
love. 
If you’re now living ‘free’, you’re probably not reading this; but 
you might be. How free are you really? Free enough to walk 
away from your habits and lifestyle right now if you wanted? 

You’re not, are you? What you call freedom is made up of 
multiple invisible chains, all the more deadly because they are 
rarely seen or felt. 
If you’re famished, you know it’s because the more you’ve 
consumed, the hungrier you’ve become; the more you’ve 
drunk, the thirstier you’ve become; the more pleasure you’ve 
sought, the sadder you’ve become. Guilt has hollowed out 
and dried up your soul. Now nothing satisfies. Feel it. Sense 
it. Admit it. 
Look at the filthy mess you’re in. Sin sickens you, doesn’t it? 
It didn’t once. It used to taste so sweet and satisfying, for a 
moment or two at least. Now it disgusts you and makes you 
sick. The good news is that such sickness is a sign of returning 
health. 
If you’re seeing how foolish you are, that’s a good sign, too. It 
actually means that you are coming to your senses, and that’s 
the first step of coming to Christ. You are seeing the insanity 
of sin. Now and then you think, ‘I must be going crazy’. But 
these are the most sensible thoughts you’ve had in a long time. 
Seeing your foolishness is the first sign of wisdom. 
You’re finished with sin, aren’t you? You’re finished with 
yourself even. You’ve had enough. You’ve drawn a line in the 
sand and said, ‘I’m going no further. I’m done with my sin, and 
I’m going to retrace my steps to see if I can find a way back 
to the Father’. 
The good news is that you’re already on the way back. To finish 
with sin is to start with salvation. To repent is to believe, and 
to believe is to repent. 
Forgiveness awaits. Beg for it and be assured that you will 
receive it. You think you’re heading home to your Father, but 
your Father has already left home to find you. Look, He’s 
running, He’s coming, He’s hugging, He’s kissing, He’s calling, 
He’s rejoicing, He’s celebrating. There’s nothing He enjoys 
more than forgiving. Why not enjoy it, too, through His perfect 
Son, Jesus Christ? 
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'If you’re famished, you know it’s 
because the more you’ve consumed, 

the hungrier you’ve become; the 
more you’ve drunk, the thirstier 

you’ve become; the more pleasure 
you’ve sought, the sadder you’ve 

become. Guilt has hollowed out and 
dried up your soul. Now nothing 
satisfies. Feel it. Sense it. Admit it. 

Look at the filthy mess you’re in. Sin 
sickens you, doesn’t it?'



 

SPECIAL ISSUE 19

It was near a small town where two small boys were fishing 
in the river. Accidentally, they both fell into the water. A 
young man who was fishing nearby plunged in after them. 

He was not a very good swimmer, but he managed to bring 
both of the young boys to the riverbank safely. He then found 
himself in trouble. Weighed down with water-soaked clothing 
and weakened by his efforts to save the two boys, the steep, 
slippery bank of the river was too much for him. The more he 
struggled, the worse it was, and finally he went down under the 
water and drowned.

The tragic news soon reached his father and mother who, of 
course, were grief stricken. His young brother too was terribly 
sad. When he heard that the boys, his playmates, had been 
saved, he was glad for that, but that did not take away the loss 
of his brother.

A few days later, the two young boys followed close behind the 
casket as it was carried to the cemetery plot. After the funeral, 
the father of the brave young man who had just been buried 

came up to the two sad little boys. Bending down, he gave each 
one a kiss and prayed God’s blessing upon them.

Also attending the funeral was a Christian man who was to 
preach the gospel that evening not far away. Standing before 
the audience that night he said, ‘Today I saw something I have 
never seen before. A father kissed two boys who had caused 
the death of his son’.

Then he told them about the funeral. ‘And’, he said, ‘this is 
what God in His great love is doing now—kissing anyone who 
comes to Him believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, even though 
they were the cause of the death of His Son’.

It made a strong impression on many. One man in the audience, 
who was known to be a lawbreaker, came up to the preacher 
after the meeting and asked, ‘Does God treat all repentant 
people like that?’

‘Yes’, the preacher answered, ‘If they come to Him in faith, 
believing on His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, they will receive 
forgiveness, peace and blessing’.

The man replied, ‘Then I will come to Him right now!’ May 
God work in you so that your decision will be the same. ‘How 
long halt ye between two opinions? … Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve’ (1 Kings 18:21 & Joshua 24:15).

With kind permission - Faith Publishing House

The Father’s Kiss
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“We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 
So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”

Romans 14:10-12
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