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When in need, the Bible encourages us to pray. 
Not any kind of prayer is acceptable. ‘Vain 
repetitions’ are no use (Mt.6:7). ‘If I regard 

iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me’ (Ps.66:18). 
Amazingly, the Lord Jesus said, ‘What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them’ (Mk.11:24). Does that mean that God’s 
almighty power is placed at our disposal? ‘What things 
soever’ is a very broad term. 
In this context Jesus cursed a fig tree. He came to the 
tree hungry, looking for fruit, but found none. It wasn’t 
the time for figs. Jesus said to it, ‘No man eat fruit of thee 
hereafter for ever’ (v14). The next morning Peter drew 
attention to the tree which was now withered from its 
very roots up. It seems strange for the Saviour to curse 
a tree but He was teaching His disciples two lessons. It 
was a kind of acted out parable. First, He comes to us 

looking for fruit. If we fail to yield it to Him we also will 
be cursed and no excuses will be accepted. Do you bear 
fruit for God? The second lesson He taught was the 
importance of faith along with prayer: ‘Have faith in God. 
For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he 
shall have whatsoever he saith’ (vv22-23). Amazing things 
will happen if you pray believing. Even mountains which 
seem to last for generations will be removed into the 
sea. But have you ever heard of a mountain cast into the 
sea? Over the centuries there have been some great 
heroes of the faith and some mighty prayer warriors 
but when was the last mountain thrown into the sea? 
What can be meant by ‘What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 

Prayer and Faith

The Fig Tree (Mark 11)
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have them’?

What it can’t mean
Many years ago I met a devout Christian girl who was 
profoundly deaf. She had been praying and told me she 
believed she was going to get her hearing back. Did not 
Jesus say, ‘What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them’? I 
tried tactfully to suggest that perhaps it was not God’s 
will. Maybe she should pray ‘If it is thy will’. ‘No’, she said, 
‘that would be unbelief ’. But I pointed to Christ who in 
the Garden of Gethsemane prayed, ‘Father, if thou be 
willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done’ (Lk.22:42). He was submissive to 
the Father’s will. ‘Ah’ she said, ‘but that was Christ dying 
for our salvation’. I then directed her to Paul (2Cor.12) 
who prayed earnestly that the thorn in the flesh be 
removed but God would not do so. ‘Yes’, she replied, ‘but 
God gave to Paul amazing visions. If God gave me such 
visions I would be content with my deafness’. Despite 
her belief that she would have her hearing restored she 
remained as far as I know stone deaf.
Not all prayers are answered as we wish. If you pray 
for something sinful, for example, help in stealing or 
murdering, the Lord surely will not answer. If you pray 
from sinful motives, for example, out of covetousness to 
be wealthy or out of pride to be successful, you should 
not expect the Lord to grant your request. Many have 
unsuccessfully prayed that they might win the lottery, 
but then lottery is a form of gambling which is a form 
of stealing, taking from others what you have not earned 
lawfully, and the motive behind the lottery is greed.
However, James advises those who are sick to send for 
the elders of the church who are to anoint the individual 
with oil and to pray over the person and the invalid 
shall be healed. He states: ‘The prayer of faith shall save 
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him’ (Jas.5:15). 
So here there is a warrant to pray for the healing of 
the sick and a promise of healing. Many have been 
marvellously healed in the past and still today one hears 
of remarkable cases of healing in answer to prayer even 
in cases where the doctors have given up hope for the 
individual concerned. But will the one prayed for always 
be healed? If this verse is taken on its own, forgetting 
the rest of Scripture, then that is the implication. But 
then we know that Paul had to leave Trophimus sick at 
Miletum (2Tim.4:20). Surely Paul had prayed for him but 
the Lord did not heal. Paul advised Timothy, who had a 
weak stomach, to take a little wine for his stomach’s sake 
and his often infirmities (1Tim.5:23). He was picking up 
illnesses from the bad water. But why did Paul not heal 
his weak stomach? Paul himself had the thorn in the 
flesh which we have already noticed. It may have been a 
physical illness or a disability. He felt it kept him back in 

the Lord’s work. But though he prayed earnestly for its 
removal it was not taken away because it was sent for 
his benefit to keep him humble and remind him of his 
own weakness so that he would trust in the Lord and 
not be exalted above measure. 
Illnesses are sent for a purpose. We are not meant to 
live forever in this world. The ‘health and wealth gospel’ 
which teaches that once you become a Christian all 
your problems will disappear is not Scriptural. Indeed 
Christ promised ‘In the world ye shall have tribulation’ 
(Jn.16:33). There will be many difficulties but then He 
added, ‘be of good cheer; I have overcome the world’.
Essentially we come to the question, Can prayer change 
the plan and purposes of God? Surely never; that would 
be impossible. God has foreordained whatsoever comes 
to pass. Paul asserts regarding election that we are 
‘predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will’ 
(Eph.1:11). He plans all and He is sovereign over all and 
nothing happens but according to the counsel of His 
own will. If that is the case, and what will happen will 
happen, then what is the point of praying? Firstly, God 
commands us to pray and therefore we must. Secondly, 
we have the example of Christ Himself and of the godly 
of the past to direct us to pray. But thirdly and especially, 
our prayers also are planned by God and God carries 
out His purposes through our prayers.
Cults such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons 
take verses of Scripture, particularly the more obscure 
ones, and interpret them apart from their context and 
apart from the rest of Scripture. They take verses alone, 
in an absolute sense. For example the Mormons take the 
words, ‘Else what shall they do which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then 
baptized for the dead?’ (1Cor.15:29) and argue that living 
people should be baptized for those who died without 
Mormon baptism. They forget what Scripture says about 
the fact that as we die so shall we spend eternity and 
think that they can give their forebears a second chance 
of mercy. Difficult verses should be interpreted with the 
help of simpler and clearer ones. Every verse is to be 
taken within the context of the whole of Scripture. So 
when Jesus says, ‘What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them’ 
this verse must be taken along with verses such as, ‘And 
this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us’ (1Jn.5:14). 
So He hears and answers us only if it is His will, if it is 
for our good and for His glory. Our Lord Jesus Himself 
in the Garden of Gethsemane prayed, saying, ‘Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless 
not my will, but thine, be done’ (Lk.22:42). He was fully 
submissive to His Father’s will. So this verse cannot 
mean that we can set ourselves over God and tell Him 
what to do.
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What then does this verse mean?
What kind of prayer is required? What is it to pray 
believing that you shall receive whatsoever you desire? 
What should we expect when we pray in this way? 
The disciples performed many miracles, though not as 
many as Jesus. Their prayers were sometimes answered 
in dramatic ways – the lame man at the Beautiful 
Gate of the temple healed, Elymas blinded and Dorcas 
raised from the dead. History tells us that these gifts 
of healing died out with the apostles. Great and godly 
heroes of the faith have lived in days gone by but they 
were not gifted so as to perform miracles. Many of the 
miracles in charismatic churches today are cases which 
cannot be verified and involve what cannot be seen or 
demonstrated. Withered hands are not restored nor 
those born blind given their sight. Sometimes, however, 
God still answers prayer in miraculous ways. There are 
those whom the doctors have given up as hopeless cases 
who have been restored and gone on to live for many 
years. Prayer for the sick is not in vain and is encouraged 
by Scripture (James 5:14-15). 
We can make the following points with regard to 
prayer:

1. We must not pray for help in sin. We should only pray 
for such things as are consistent with the revealed will 
of God. Nor should we pray out of sinful motives, eg 
covetousness, anger or pride.

2. We should pray with confidence for such things as are 
revealed to be in the plan of God. God has promised 
that His kingdom will come and that the Jews will be 
converted as a nation, so we can pray for these things 
knowing and believing that they will happen. Similarly we 
can pray for the perseverance of the saints knowing that 

this too is the will of God.

3. We are to pray believing – believing in God’s existence, 
in His almighty power, in His love and mercy and 
willingness to help.

4. Faith is the gift of God: ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God’ (Eph.2:8). This is true at the point of conversion 
but it is also true when a person prays for something. 
God sometimes gives a special burden to pray and 
the faith required. Sometimes even the unsaved see 
miraculous answers to prayer but it does not prove that 
the person is saved: ‘Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity’ 
(Mt.7:22-23).

5. Always seek God’s glory in praying: ‘Not my will, but 
thine, be done’ (Lk.22:42).

6. As someone said ‘God always answers prayer. He says 
“Yes”, “No”, or “Wait”’.

7. We must pray with a forgiving heart because otherwise 
the Lord who forgives our sins is offended: ‘And when 
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 
that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive 
you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will 
your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses’ 
(Mk11:25-26).

8. We are to pray believing that God will give what we 
ask for, and we shall have it, providing that it is for His 
glory and our good.

We are to pray 
believing – believing in 
God’s existence, in His 
almighty power, in His 
love and mercy and 
willingness to help.
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In a meeting of the School in Theology Committee 
in September 2010 subjects were under discussion 
for the next year’s event. The sad religious and moral 

state of the United Kingdom prompted a desire that 
some sort of analysis of where we are and how we 
arrived here should be addressed from the perspective 
of the Bible. The title proposed was ‘Romans 1 and the 
Collapse of the culture’ and these articles are the fruit 
of the paper given. At the time the subject was proposed 
there were many things in our culture symptomatic 
of its demise, but as the conference date approached 
significant events both in England and Scotland sharpened 
our focus and gave the subject a new significance. The 
Scottish Parliament opened a consultation on the issue 
of ‘Same sex marriage’ with the prospect of legalising 
such relationships. South of the border, riots erupted 
in London and spread to other major cities, the sheer 
scale and mindlessness of the violence catching many by 
surprise.
Those riots brought the subject of our cultural collapse 
into the mainstream media. Journalists and commentators 
from all shades of the political spectrum weighed in with 
their opinions on the cause. On ‘the left’, the problem 
was identified as poverty and widespread unemployment 
which had left young people feeling trapped in a future 
with no prospects. On ‘the right’, the riots gave further 
evidence of widespread social breakdown that must be 
counteracted by the recovery of ‘traditional values’, and 
of course ‘stiffer sentencing’ for the perpetrators of such 
anarchy.
Toby Young, writing in the Daily Telegraph blog at the 
time, came closest to an accurate identification of 
the cause. In an article entitled ‘Moral relativism is to 
blame, not gang culture’, Young wrote: ‘As we witnessed 
in England’s cities earlier this week, moral relativism 
does not lead to peace, love and understanding but to 
a kind of Hobbesian nihilism. Far from propping up the 
procedural values we’ve come to depend on, moral 
relativism has left them fatally weakened. ... Unless we 
reject the moral relativism that has led to this sickness, 
they’ll be breached again’.
His diagnosis was correct. He penetrated beyond 
the symptoms to the root cause but just like all the 

others he could offer no solution to the problem. What 
standard would he critique moral relativism by if he was 
to avoid being part of the problem himself? Where could 
he get the basis for the moral absolutes he recognised 
our country desperately needs?
It was therefore a relief to read an article by Dominic 
Stathem of Creation Ministries, ‘Why is England Burning?’ 
Stathem asserts: ‘What is happening in England is the 
inevitable consequence of a nation rejecting God and 
His Word. Instead of believing what God has said, people 
readily believe the modern academics and politicians, 
who assure us that the Bible is no more than a book 
of myths, that we can forge a better society based on 
secularism. Accepting this view has led to there being 
no final authority, no absolute basis for morality and no 
clarity about who or what we are’. 
The warnings in the Bible about the consequences of 
ignoring God are sobering. In Romans 1:21–23 and again 
in vv 28 & 29 Paul describes those who ‘did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge’ as ‘being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness…’ Unless the 
British people turn back to God soon, the latest riots 
may well turn out to be just a foretaste of what’s to 
come.
Romans 1 is the chapter in the Bible which gives 
the most concentrated critique of why cultures and 
civilisations collapse. In these articles we will open up 
what Paul teaches in this chapter before tracing its 
application to the degeneration of British culture over 
the last one hundred and fifty years. Particular focus will 
be given to the acceleration of this demise from the 
1960s to the present, after which we will draw some 
lessons for life for Christians who are called to live and 
witness in such a society.

An Exposition of Romans 1
Paul’s letter to the church in Rome is the book of the 
Bible which more than any other, expounds the Gospel 
of Christ. Its message is summarised in Chapter 1:16-
17: ‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith’. 

Romans I and the 
Collapse of the Culture, Part I

Rev Gavin Beers
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Books

God manifests His mercy to sinners in the Gospel, a 
Gospel that gives to sinners the righteousness the Law 
demands and which they cannot provide for themselves. 
This provision is made in the gift of Christ who lives and 
dies for His people and who becomes theirs through 
faith. 
That is God’s good news for man, but why does man 
need it? From chapter 1:18 through to chapter 3:20 
Paul shows that all need the Gospel because all men are 
condemned in sin. He introduces this in terms of another 
‘revelation’. ‘The righteousness of God’ is revealed in the 
Gospel (v17) because the ‘wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of 
men...’ (v18). In this way he begins to establish man’s guilt 
and from here he develops a three-pronged argument 
that he repeats three times in vv18-32. Each time he 
presents the argument it is like a wave that grows in size 
and force to its climax in vv29-32.
The first prong of the argument is, What man has done. 
The second is, What God has done. The third describes 
the awful consequences for man.

1  What Man has Done
Paul describes what man has done in vv18, 23, 25 & 26-
7. From these verses it is clear that man has abandoned 

God and that he does this in two ways.
The first way man abandons God is by suppression. In v18 
Paul says they ‘hold the truth in unrighteousness’. This 
does not mean they hold the truth in the way a man may 
hold an opinion. The word he uses means to hold down 
or restrain. ‘The truth’ he speaks of in v18 is identified in 
vv19-20. God has revealed Himself in natural revelation 
ie in creation and conscience, so that all men know there 
is a God. This innate knowledge of God is still hardwired 
into the consciousness of fallen man but because man is 
fallen, he spends his life suppressing the truth he knows 
because he hates it. 
The 20th Century American philosopher Thomas Nagel 
gave us a very frank and honest example of this 
suppression when he wrote, ‘I want atheism to be true 
and am made uneasy by the fact that some of the most 
intelligent and well-informed people I know are religious 
believers. It isn’t just that I don’t believe in God and, 
naturally, I hope that I’m right in my belief. It’s that I hope 
there is no God! I don’t want there to be a God; I don’t 
want the universe to be like that’.
Paul continues. Having rejected God by this suppression, 
men then give themselves over to futility and foolishness 
vv21-22: ‘...[they] became vain in their imaginations and 

Man was created in the image of God and therefore human nature is 
unavoidably and inherently religious. For this reason when man rejects God he 

must then turn to substitutes to fill the void left behind. 
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their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves 
to be wise they became fools’.
The truth of God is allowed no place in their thinking 
with the result that every worldview they construct, 
having abandoned God, is grounded in irrationality. Yet 
they call it wisdom.
The second way man abandons God is by substitution. We 
have already seen that wisdom is replaced by foolishness 
vv21-22, but in v23 Paul shows how the worship of the 
true God is replaced with idolatry: ‘And changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, 
and creeping things’.
Man was created in the image of God and therefore 
human nature is unavoidably and inherently religious. For 
this reason when man rejects God he must then turn to 
substitutes to fill the void left behind. Paul’s thought in 
v23 is that instead of glorifying the incorruptible Creator, 
men reject the Creator-creature distinction and set the 
adoration due to God on something created. This is also 
the folly of it. Paul leaves us in no doubt concerning the 
madness of the exchange. Not only do we replace this 
glorious God with the likeness of corruptible man, it 
gets worse. Man will deify all sorts of things such as four 
footed animals and insects, like the scarab beetle and the 
cat which were both revered in ancient Egypt, or Dagon 
the fishtailed god of the Philistines (1 Samuel 5). 
Having refused to worship the true God man will 
worship anything. Paul wants us to see how ridiculous 
this is and to conclude from it that only spiritually blind 
men – fools – would make this exchange. We might feel 
somewhat detached from the crude idolatry on display 
in these verses of Scripture but are the secular religions 
of the 21st century any more sane? Like the ubiquitous 
cult of celebrity, mediated by a priesthood of journalists 
and paparazzi, leading millions to worship at the altar 
of some sports star, pop singer, Hollywood actor, or 
communist despot.
This is what man has done. He has abandoned God and 
attempted to replace Him with something else.

2  What God has Done
Paul introduces the second prong of his argument in v24, 
vv26-27 and again in v28. We saw man abandoning God, 
now God in turn abandons man. 
In v24 God ‘gives them up’ to uncleanness or to sexual 
sin. In v26 He gives men up to ‘vile affections’. In this 
verse and those that follow the sexual sins get worse. It 
is specifically homosexual sin that is in view. Then in v28 
God gives men over to a ‘reprobate mind’. The word he 
uses to describe this mind is adokimos which means a 
mind disapproved by God and void of judgment, a mind 
so warped that it cannot discern between things which 
are obvious in nature.
Paul presents this abandonment of man by God as a 

judgment for man’s rejection of Him. He gives men over 
to enslavement to the dominion of sin. On the one hand 
this judgment is wilful on the part of man because man 
chooses the sin that he is given up to and so gets what 
he wants. On the other hand it is judicial on the part 
of God. He does not merely passively permit man to 
continue on this course, he positively abandons him to 
it. Charles Hodge comments on v24: ‘This abandonment 
of the heathen to the dominion of sin is represented as a 
punitive infliction. They forsook God, wherefore he gave 
them up to uncleanness. This is explained [by some] as 
a simple permission on the part of God. But it removes 
no real difficulty. If God permits those who forsake him 
to sink into vice, he does it intelligently and intentionally. 
The language of the Apostle as well as the analogy of 
Scripture, demands more than this. It is at least a judicial 
abandonment. It is as a punishment for their apostasy 
that God gives men up to the power of sin’.
So the ‘demoralisation’ of a man or culture is at the 
same time man’s deliberate choice and God’s judicial 
act. We give God up for our lusts and God gives us up 
to our lusts.

3  The Awful Consequences
This is again referred to three times in the main 
argument, each time with greater emphasis to the climax 
of vv29-32 where Paul lists twenty-three vices that will 
become increasingly prevalent in a society as the culture 
becomes ‘filled’ with them. The consequences of man’s 
abandonment of God can be summarised as follows.
The first consequence is Permissiveness  In 
v24 man is given up to ‘uncleanness’ which refers to the 
spread of sensuality and sexual sins. This aspect of man’s 
abandonment could not have escaped Paul as he wrote 
to the church in Rome. He was writing from Corinth 
which has been called the Sodom and the San Francisco 
of the Roman Empire. Such ‘uncleanness’ walked the 
streets of Corinth and was widely available in the rich 
supply of temple prostitution where one could freely 
indulge immorality and idolatry together. Thankfully 
in the United Kingdom we have been spared temple 
prostitution for the meantime, yet the ‘uncleanness’ of 
which Paul speaks walks our streets too. During a week 
of outreach in Ayr in August 2011, I had opportunity to 
witness to a girl of 13 and another of 15 who stopped 
to talk with me. The whole concern of the girls was 
whether or not it was okay for them to be sexually 
active under the age of 16 years. Both were only too 
forward in revealing that their virginity had been given 
up before the onset of their teenage years. Tragically 
teenagers like these are symptomatic of our permissive 
society.
The second consequence is Perversion. Coming 
to vv26-27, Paul still has sexual sins in view but there is 
progression both in his argument and God’s judgment. 
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Not being content any longer with normal sexual sins, 
sexuality in a culture that has abandoned God becomes 
perverted and the incidence of homosexuality which is 
‘against nature’ (v26) rises. 
From the structure of Paul’s argument, as its force 
increases, we should note that homosexuality is one of 
the chief evidences, if not the chief evidence of a culture 
that has been given up by God. John Piper has recognised 
this and drawn attention to the way the Apostle shows 
how the folly of man’s abandonment of God is illustrated 
in God’s abandonment of man to his perverted lusts. 
First, Piper considers the rejection of God by man and 
how this is the most unnatural breach of the most 
natural of all relations between God the Creator and 
man the creature. This relationship is symbolised in 
Scripture by marriage between one man and one woman 
(Gen.2:24 cf Eph.5:31-32) and its breach is described 
in terms of adultery and immorality (Hosea 2). It is no 
surprise, Piper notes, that God visits the adultery of 
man’s idolatry on him by giving him over to sensual sin 
(Rom.1:24). The issue of man’s rejection of God is not 
merely adulterous. Our idolatry is an exchange of the 
Creator for the creature as Paul demonstrated (vv23-
25). Now man worships in a sense like for like, something 
the same as him. This exchange is replicated in the next 
wave of the argument as God gives men up to the un-
natural perversion of homosexuality in which men lust 

after those of the same sex, ‘men with men’ (v27) or like 
for like. Man’s most un-natural abandonment of God is 
therefore returned on him in one of the most un-natural 
sins you can think of.
Whether or not one is convinced by Piper’s argument, it 
should yet be self-evident that homosexuality is one of 
the clearest expressions of a reprobate mind that can no 
longer judge things that are obvious in nature. Further, 
that it is a sin which naturally accelerates the collapse of 
a culture as it of necessity destroys the family and with 
it the whole fabric of society.
The third consequence is Profanity. We use 
this term to summarise the catalogue of twenty-three 
vices Paul lists in vv29-32. It is not our intention to 
consider these in any detail but simply to note that 
with the erosion of truth and the rejection of authority 
among other things identified by Paul, comes the growth 
of crime, the fading of civility, the increase of violence 
and brutality and the lack of mercy that has come to 
characterise so much of contemporary society.
The awful consequences of man’s rejection of God are 
permissiveness, perversion and profanity. We do not 
need to look long at 21st century British society to 
find evidence that we are a culture that appears to have 
been given up by God. It is not only that we are ripe for 
judgment because of our sins, though we surely are. We 
are already under the judgment of God. When our young 

people are sexually active 
and promiscuous from the 
age of 12 and under; when 
homosexuality is promoted 
in all forms of media and 
proudly advertises itself in 
street marches with the 
full protection of the law, 
then understand in terms 
of Romans 1 that we are 
a culture given up by God. 
Worse still, when such 
sins are not only tolerated 
but sanctioned by the 
church in the life of its 
ministers, recognise that 
we are a culture and a 
civilisation which without 
the intervention of God is 
on its last legs. 
This is how cultures collapse. 
They give up God so He 
gives them up, and evidence 
of His abandonment is seen 
in the demoralisation of 
society and the increasing 
prevalence of the sins noted 
here. 

Homosexuality is one of the chief evidences, 
if not the chief evidence of a culture that has 

been given up by God. 
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News

The Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) is one of many 

churches worldwide which are 
members of the International 
Conference of Reformed Churches 
(ICRC) which, every four years, holds 
a conference at which the member 
churches meet, have fellowship and 
consider a few academic discussion 
papers. This year the Conference 
was held in Cardiff (28th August - 4th 
September 2013) and attended on 
our behalf by Rev David Fraser and 
myself. Accommodation and meetings 
were on the campus of the University 
of South Wales at Treforest, a short 
distance from Cardiff. The facilities 
were very adequate, albeit located 

on a precipitous hillside unsuited 
to the faint-hearted or physically-
unfit. The discussion papers – on 
the subject of preaching – were of 
very high quality and the discussion 
groups both positive and profitable.
The principal value of such a 
conference, however, lies in the 
contacts with delegates from other 
Reformed churches. At their request, 
Rev David Fraser and I met with 
delegates from the Free Reformed 
Churches of North America (of 
which denomination Rev David 
Murray is now a minister) and had 
a very profitable discussion. As did 
most other delegates, Mr Fraser and 
I made a conscious effort to make 

contact with as many of the other 
delegates as practicable. We were 
very warmly received and came away 
both humbled and gratified to know 
that our witness as a Reformed 
denomination is widely recognised 
and appreciated. It is my view that 
the ICRC is a forum in which it is 
possible to have both formal and 
informal contacts with churches to 
which it is not practicable for us to 
send representatives every year or 
even at all frequently.
The rules of procedure under which 
the ICRC operates are a mix of 
Dutch Reformed and American and 
Scottish Presbyterian. I am bound to 
say that (surprising as it may seem 
to some of our ministers and elders) 
I consider our method of handling 
business at General Assembly gets 
through matters very much more 
quickly! Two local congregations of 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
in England and Wales provided many 
helpers for the Conference and we 
are greatly indebted to those kind 
souls. On the Lord’s Day I attended 
the smaller Bethel congregation 
where the ordinary members and 
adherents went out of their way to 
make us welcome. I consider this to 
have been the most useful of all the 
ICRC meetings in which I have been 
involved since 1985. 

ICRC in Cardiff, 2013 
Rev John MacLeod, Tarbat
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Christian Education Fund

Aware of the deteriorating 
situation philosophically, 

spiritually and morally in the public 
schools of our land our Church 
a number of years ago set up a 
Christian Education Fund. It exists to 
give small grants to Christian Schools 
attended by FCC children and to 
FCC families who home school their 
own children. Those who wish to 
apply should contact the Clerk of 
the Welfare of Youth and Education 
Committee, Mrs I Macleod, Free 
Church Manse, Skeabost Bridge, Isle 
of Skye, IV51 9NP, Tel. 01470 532725, 
Email: isobelamacleod@hotmail.
co.uk. 

Kazakhstan Persecution 
E Kendal

Pastor Kashkumbayev (66) of 
Grace Church in Kazakhstan’s 

capital, Astana, was arrested in May 
2013 for allegedly harming health, 
ostensibly by praying for the sick. 
He spent months detained in a 
psychiatric facility before being 
returned to prison in mid-September. 
On 8 October Kashkumbayev was 
released to house arrest only to be 
re-arrested immediately on charges 
of ‘extremism’. If deemed guilty he 
faces seven years in prison alongside 
Islamic ‘extremists’. Islamic jihadist 
and revolutionary movements are 
a real and serious threat in Central 
Asia. Anti-terror and anti-incitement 
laws intended to target the 
Islamic threat are being abused to 
intimidate the desperate masses and 
persecute ‘troublesome’, witnessing 

Protestants. Kyrgyzstan is proposing 
a law to ban missionary activity, 
religious educational facilities and 
religious conversion. Please pray for 
the Church in Central Asia.

National Lottery is criticised 
Christian Institute

The National Lottery is part of 
‘society’s modern cancers’ and 

should be scrapped, a newspaper 
commentator and former Olympian 
has said. Matthew Syed described 
the lottery’s effect on British culture 
as ‘corrosive’, and warned that many 
people who take part can ‘ill afford’ to 
do so. He also highlighted comments 
from the anti-slavery campaigner 
William Wilberforce who strongly 

criticised an earlier public lottery.
We must agree. It increases the misery 
of the poor who buy tickets in the vain 
hope of being rich and so impoverish 
themselves.

Ban Bible oath from court 
Christian Institute

Witnesses and defendants 
could no longer be able to 

swear on the Bible in British courts, 
under controversial proposals being 
considered by a body of magistrates. 
The Magistrates’ Association are 
to debate the idea in a meeting, 
despite the existence of alternative 
promises for those who don’t want 
to swear on the Bible. The idea has 
been criticised by Bishop Nazir-Ali 

Desk

Matthew Syed, commentator opposing the National Lottery
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who said this could be the ‘slippery slope towards the 
increasing secularisation of society’. He said: ‘The Bible is 
bound up with the constitution, institutions and history 
of this country’.
Bit by bit our Christian Heritage is being undermined.

Tax break for married couples 
Christian Institute

Plans for a marriage tax break worth up to £200 a 
year have been announced by the Prime Minister. 

David Cameron said the move is designed to value the 
‘commitment’ and ‘responsibility’ of marriage in society, in 
a piece for the Daily Mail. The tax break, to be introduced 
in 2015, would apply to married couples who are both 
basic rate tax payers, and where one spouse earns less 
than the personal tax allowance. Mr Cameron said the 
policy would also apply to gay marriage. He said he is not 
trying to bribe people to get married. He said: ‘This policy 
isn’t about the money but about the message that people 
who make a lasting commitment should be recognised in 
some way’. He added: ‘All we’re saying is that marriage is 
a good thing for our country – it’s the ultimate form of 
commitment under the law – and we want to show our 
support for it’. An editorial in the Daily Mail said the tax 
break is a ‘hugely welcome step towards putting right an 
injustice that has inflicted terrible harm on our society 
and children’s welfare’. But the transferable tax allowance 
has come under fire from opposition politicians and 
commentators.
We welcome this proposed tax break and anything that would 
strengthen and encourage marriage. But we are saddened to 
think that so called ‘gay marriage’, an immoral union, will also 
be recognized in this way.

Dad’s love for Down’s baby 
Christian Institute

A US father has spoken of his love for his daughter 
who has Down’s Syndrome, after he tried to 

persuade his wife to abort her. Heath White, an FBI agent 
from Texas, was interviewed on American TV and said his 
five-year-old daughter Paisley is the ‘light in the darkness’. 
Mr White has gone public with his story in order to save 

other parents from aborting Down’s Syndrome babies. 
He said: ‘Nobody knew the way I felt before she was 
born, and if I can keep one family, one person from having 
to live with the guilt and almost making the mistake that 
I almost made, it’s going to be worth the pain that Paisley 
will feel later in life knowing the way I felt’. Back in 2006, 
he discovered his wife Jennifer was pregnant and scans 
showed the baby had Down’s Syndrome. Mr White said 
his main concern was what other people would think of 
him. He said: ‘I did everything I could to try and force her 
into having an abortion’. Mrs White gave birth to Paisley 
on March 16, 2007, and said she felt like she had ‘lost a 
baby’. After she started feeding though, she said Paisley is 
‘good, she’s perfect’. Mr White on the other hand took 
another few months to realise she was just like any other 
kid. He said: ‘The turning point – I had her down and I 
tickled her and she laughed and giggled at me and tried 
to push me away’.
Every human life is precious to God and abortion is murder.

African Bible College, Malawi 
Cees Molenaar

At African Bible College, we began an exciting tour 
in Systematic Theology, a mandatory class for all 65 

Juniors, every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. For most 
students it is the first, and for some probably the last 
time to study the basics of Biblical Reformed doctrines. 
The biggest challenge is the lack of time as we touch 
on subjects like the grace and sovereignty of God.  The 
same is true for the training with the pastors at our 
Logos Training Days. Recently, we reached the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit. What an interesting discussion, trying 
first of all to understand the questions their people have 
regarding the third Person of the Trinity. The pastors 
described how many church members consider Him 
as the holiest of all spirits; many understood He had 
only started life after Jesus’ ascension; others thought 
He is the spirit of Jesus while His body is heaven. It was 
a wonderful learning experience when we turned to 
Biblical passages together, and discovered that some of 
the oldest Creeds are so full of instruction (especially 
the one called after Athanasius, a church father from 
African soil!).

Christian Counsellor Hounded Out 
Christian Concern

A Christian counsellor who specialises in helping people 
with unwanted feelings of same-sex attraction has 

been ‘hounded out’ of his professional body, the British 
Psychodrama Association (BPA). Under the direction of 
the United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy (UKCP) 
the BPA recently removed Dr Mike Davidson from 
the psychotherapists’ register of trainee professional 
membership. Mike has counselled for six years without 
professional objection and is recognised as an intelligent, 
empathetic and caring therapist. But his professional 

Heath White, with Paisley
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 CENTRAL ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
 BUILDING FUND 2013 2013 2012
 YTD 2013  Oct To Oct To Oct
      
Presbytery of Inverness     
Aberdeen  0 1,200 16,501 14,127
Duthil-Dores  0 0 21,089 17,119
Inverness   0 4,000 24,000 22,700
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1,400 15,249 14,788
Total Inverness   0 6,600 76,839 68,734
     
Northern Presbytery     
Assynt & Scourie  595 0 4,785 3,277
Brora   535 400 17,881 19,694
Kiltearn   571 1,000 6,379 6,207
Tarbat   0 0 9,464 12,127
Total Northern   1,701 1,400 38,509 41,305
     
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   705 0 7,486 8,118
Ayr   0 1,000 9,614 10,071
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  38 2,000 27,718 27,576
Glasgow - Partick  45 1,308 26,500 29,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 397 2,500 23,699 21,536
Glasgow - Knightswood 896 2,045 24,844 22,672
Rothesay   1,000 1,000 1,260 260
Total  Southern  3,080 9,853 121,122 119,233
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 2,410 20,558 20,395
Harris - Leverburgh  309 1,175 15,627 15,072
Harris - Scalpay  0 1,900 24,068 22,694
Knock & Point  0 1,376 12,343 14,154
North Uist  1,359 600 8,797 12,540
Stornoway  4,930 13,036 72,797 76,215
Total Outer Hebrides  6,597 20,497 154,189 161,071
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  375 0 5,770 10,672
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 400 2,400 5,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 963 2,900 16,284 13,573
Lochalsh   570 1,150 12,979 11,004
Poolewe & Aultbea  1,035 675 11,525 11,131
Ullapool   0 0 44 51
Portree   0 1,400 16,965 19,707
Snizort   1,000 1,200 25,098 20,624
Strath   65 265 6,183 7,403
Total Skye/Lochcarron  4,007 7,990 97,248 99,663
     
Total Congregations  15,386 46,339 487,907 490,006
Other Donations   1,241 1,861 25,840 40,196
Legacy    130,353 133,353 8,114

TOTAL   16,627 178,553 647,100 538,316

Including Gift Aid   2,799  101,652 96,214

Congregational Remittances - October 2013

bodies have removed his membership on the basis of 
two radio interviews he gave with the BBC in January 
2012. During the interviews Mike carefully explained 
his evidence-backed opinions. But this was followed by 
a letter from the chair of the BPA, telling him that his 
trainee membership was revoked with immediate effect 
pending investigation. This happened without Mike being 
given any right of explanation or defence. The BPA tried 
him against a set of so-called ‘Ethical Principles’ of the 
UKCP. These principles say: ‘It is not a sufficient defence 
for a therapist to argue that ... they were acting in the 
client’s best interests, or ... autonomy, as offering such 
therapy would be ... reinforcing their externalised and 

internalised oppression’. So if someone asks a therapist 
for help to reduce unwanted same-sex attractions, they 
will be told that they are suffering from oppression and 
that it is unethical for a therapist to do what they ask. Dr 
Di Hodgson, Chair of the UKCP’s Diversity, Equalities 
and Social Responsibility Committee, said on the BBC 
recently that the UKCP has ‘taken a view in a way which 
is regardless of the scientific findings’ and that ‘whether 
or not something works doesn’t mean that it is ethical’.
How wicked to take away a man’s opportunity to work 
because he helps someone who wishes to overcome immoral 
inclinations!

A Substantial Legacy
A Macmillan & M Murray

It is with sincere gratitude and humility before God 
that the General Treasurer and Finance Committee 

can report that we have been bequeathed a substantial 
Legacy of just over £130,000 in recent days. We 
recognise the Lord’s gracious dealings with us in this 
extraordinary gift and it reinforces our belief that He has 
a real purpose for us as a Church in the future. We are so 
thankful for His goodness to us and for the outworking 
of that goodness in laying His grace upon the heart of 
the individual concerned. We as a Church should be very 
encouraged by this and it gives us all cause to praise the 
Lord for His loving kindness towards us. 
‘How great is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for them 
that fear thee’ (Psalm 31:19).

Dr Mike Davidson
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Books
The Faith Shaped Life

Ian Hamilton
Banner of Truth Trust, 

pbk, 160pp £5.50

The aim of the book is to flesh out 
what it means to ‘live by faith’. The 

Christian life from beginning to end 
is a life of faith. Faith is not only the 
instrument that unites us to Christ but 
also shapes how we live in union with 
Christ.
The author, who is minister of 
Cambridge Presbyterian Church, begins 
with some correctives in that faith 
is a misunderstood word. He points 
out that true faith is not principally 
‘introspective’ but, in the words of 
Professor John Murray, it is essentially 
‘extraspective’. Also he draws attention 
to the fact that it is ‘not the strength of 
our faith that saves but the truth of our 
faith’ (John Rogers). It is good to see 
his emphasis on the necessity of faith in 
the Trinity. It is to be lamented that our 
Christian lives are so little framed by the 
doctrine of the Trinity.
The book continues with good 
instruction on faith’s role in keeping up 
brotherly love, in overcoming trials and 
discouragements, citing Rutherford’s 
view that faith is better for the sharp 
winter storm in its face. He speaks 
of faith’s delight in Christ, something 
much lacking in the church today. He 
shows the place of faith in the attaining 
of assurance and in giving the ultimate 
consolation to the believer, using the 
striking words of John Owen, ‘Nothing 
so ill but Christ will compensate’. 
Here are forty-three chapters full of 
excellent matter - sound Biblical truth 
with practical application. The chapters 
are self-contained and would serve as 
a daily devotional manual for a period 

of weeks. The author cites a wide range 
of Puritan and Reformed authors to 
drive home the truth. A feature that 
struck the reviewer was the frequency 
with which the author uses words of 
hymns to clinch a point. One would 
hope that a Presbyterian minister with 
Scottish roots might occasionally quote 
a metrical Psalm! 
Finally, it is good to see a modern book 
that is not covered front and back with 
recommendations from ‘the great and 
the good’ of the evangelical world. The 
contents speak for themselves.

Rev John J Murray

Alexander Peden
Maurice Grant

Scottish Reformation Society, 
pbk, 53pp, £4.00

Covenanter biography is familiar 
territory for Maurice Grant, elder 

in our own Edinburgh congregation, 
whose three substantial volumes on the 
Covenanting martyrs Cameron, Cargill 
and Renwick grace the bookshelves of 
many Christian homes, and are already 
recognised as standard works.
This recent contribution to the Scottish 
Reformation Society’s Scots Worthies 
series is a smaller affair, in recognition of 
the fact that Sandy Peden has left little 
by way of documentary remains, and is 
altogether a more peripheral figure in 
seventeenth-century church history than 
the three names already mentioned. His 
fame rests on the popular accounts of 
the prophetic insights and supernatural 
escapes that marked his beleaguered 
ministry in the South of Scotland during 
the days of conventicles and dragoons.
Mr Grant traces Peden’s career through 
education, work as a schoolmaster in 
Tarbolton, and his all too brief settled 
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ministry at New Luce near Stranraer from 1660 to 1662. 
Ejected with the other resolute Presbyterians from the 
Church of Scotland, Peden courageously ministered in 
barns and private homes, both in Scotland and Ireland, 
before finally being arrested by the Government troops, 
and imprisoned on the notorious Bass Rock. Miraculously 
freed in London, while apparently expecting to be 
banished to the colonies, Peden returned bravely to his 
peripatetic ministry and remained a fugitive for the rest 
of his life, dying eventually just three years short of the 
Glorious Revolution.
Mr Grant roots Peden’s courageous ministry firmly in 
his passion for the Headship of Christ over His Church, 
in defiance of the pretensions of the Stewart monarchy. 
He shows how Peden ploughed something of a lonely 
furrow, declining the call from the ‘United Societies’ 
who had rejected the legitimacy of the King on the one 
hand, but equally refusing to accept a Royal indulgence 
that would have permitted him to minister legally as a 
Presbyterian under certain restrictions. More moderate 
than his younger contemporary James Renwick, Peden’s 
ministry focussed on Gospel proclamation rather than 
political action, but nonetheless he took a loving parting 
from Renwick shortly before his death.
The book handles the accounts of Peden’s fulfilled 
prophecies judiciously, recognising with Dr Kennedy of 
Dingwall that a rejection of charismatic gifts does not 
necessitate a denial of genuine insights granted by the 
Lord as part of an intimate prayer life. Mr Grant also 
recounts the two occasions on which Peden escaped the 
dragoons by imploring the Lord to ‘cast the lap of thy 
cloak over old Sandy’, a prayer answered in the sudden 
descent of mist to cover his flight.
Sadly little record remains of Peden’s preaching, which 
was mostly addressed to small congregations gathered 
in secret, but one quote stands out from the one source 
that we have, from a sermon in 1682, which really sums 
up his whole ministry: ‘A poor believer never gets a 
bonnier blink of Jesus Christ than when the cross lies 
heaviest between his shoulders; for suffering is the ready 
way to glory, and this the experience of all the clouds of 
witnesses that have suffered for Christ can testify’.
The book is warmly commended as a fitting tribute to a 
faithful ministry in very difficult times.

Rev Alasdair Macleod

Engaging with Keller
I D Campbell & W M Schweitzer (eds)

Evangelical Press, 
160pp, pbk, £9.99 (or £3.08 on Kindle)

Timothy Keller may not be a household name in 
the FCC, but he is a significant leader within the 

Evangelical world. When you hear of concepts such 
as ‘ministry to the city’ and ‘missionalism’, it is fair to 

assume that Keller has been influential. Keller himself 
taught theology at Westminster Seminary before being 
inducted in 1989 to Redeemer PCA, a Presbyterian 
charge of 50 people in New York, which has since 
grown to a congregation of more than 5000. He has 
been an effective pastor, not only in leading many young 
professionals of the ‘postmodern generation’ to the 
Christian faith, but also in introducing them to Reformed 
theology.
This volume is a critique of some aspects of Keller’s 
teaching from within the Reformed world; indeed all but 
one of the authors are Presbyterian pastors in the UK. 
They are appreciative of many aspects of Keller’s work 
and ministry and, bar a couple of missteps noted below, 
retain an admirably gracious tone to their criticism 
throughout, which they emphatically stress is addressed 
to a brother in the Lord. In this respect, the volume is a 
model for how to engage in public theology.
The first chapter is fairly weak, as I D Campbell analyses 
what he calls Keller’s ‘rebranding’ of the doctrine of sin. 
Keller generally introduced the concept of sin as ‘the 
psychological malaise of self-centredness, whereby man 
wishes to take the place of God’, which is of course a 
perfectly Biblical representation of sin (eg Genesis 3:5). 
There are many Biblical images of sin, such as captivity, 
slavery and death, and the first job of an evangelistic 
preacher is to open up such concepts persuasively. 
Sin need not simply be considered as law-breaking, as 
Campbell suggests, and Keller has clearly been able to 
communicate sin as selfishness in a way meaningful to 
a Biblically illiterate generation. The danger of course 
would be if the whole doctrine were skewed by this 
introductory presentation, but in fact Keller is robustly 
orthodox on the penal substitutionary atonement, and 
thus clearly moves on to consider sin not just in the 
subjective experience, but in its objective character in 
the sight of God. Furthermore, Campbell’s criticism of 
Keller’s powerful evangelistic presentation of the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son seems carping at best.
Much more substantial is the second chapter, where 
Bill Schweitzer demonstrates that Keller is unduly 
influenced by the Anglican C S Lewis in his preaching of 
Hell. Lewis was a speculative thinker and a gifted writer, 
but not a trained theologian, and to cite or rely on him 
as an authority in this area is misguided. Keller preaches 
a Hell where people choose to go, determine to remain 
and inflict their own punishment. Of course there is an 
element of truth here, that people are responsible for 
their fate, and the teaching presumably originates as 
an attempt to communicate the doctrine persuasively, 
but Schweitzer demonstrates that the whole Biblical 
stress on God as Judge and personal punisher of sin 
is lost. Indeed, Keller has dismissed the traditional 
understanding of God consigning the reprobate to Hell 
as a ‘travesty’.
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Last month Rev David Murray looked at some of the reasons 
why we should preach evangelistically.

3  The Range of Evangelistic Preaching
Every sermon text can be preached with an evangelistic 
application. But this isn’t ‘evangelistic preaching’. 
Remember our previous definition: ‘Evangelistic preaching 
is preaching that expounds God’s Word (it is expository) 
with the primary aim of the conversion of lost souls 
(rather than the instruction of God’s people)’. So, 
though every text can be preached with an evangelistic 
application, there are certain texts and topics that are 
especially suitable for such evangelistic preaching. Let me 
propose four categories of evangelistic sermon.

‘Warm-up’ sermons
These are sermons we preach to clear and prepare 
the ground for the gospel. They address some of the 
common objections to Christianity, the caricatures of 
and prejudices against Christianity. Such ‘apologetic’ 

sermons will set out to prove the truth and relevance of 
Christianity, and demonstrate its doctrinal and practical 
superiority. Examples:
• Proofs of the resurrection
• Evidence for creation v evolution
• One way or many ways to God
• Do only good people go to heaven?
• Bible’s analysis of current economic, social, 
moral problems, etc.
These sermons are aiming at conversion, especially the 
early stages of conversion. They are clearing away all the 
rubbish that has accumulated in a sinner’s mind, to gain 
a hearing for the gospel. They deal with issues that will 
open the pathway for Christ and His grace. That’s why I 
call them ‘warm-up’ sermons. We are taking sinners who 
are cold, prejudiced and opposed to Christianity, and 
using God’s Word to break up the soil, warm the heart 
and provide an opening for the core message of Christ 
and His grace.

Evangelistic Preaching (Part III)
Rev David Murray

Kevin Bidwell then critiques Keller’s use of a dance 
analogy to communicate the doctrine of the Trinity, again 
drawn from Lewis. In a very cogently argued chapter 
he shows that this analogy promotes  more confusion 
than clarity, and undermines the unity of God and 
the Reformed understanding of the inter-relationship 
of the Trinity. Peter Naylor equally critiques Keller’s 
social justice agenda for the church, which he argues 
confuses the roles of the individual Christian who has 
responsibility for his fellow man in social areas, with the 
mission of the church, which is transformation through 
the Gospel itself. Richard Holst adds a further chapter 
on Keller’s hermeneutics (Bible interpretation), where 
he shows that repeated exegetical carelessness is at 
the root of his misguided teachings. A second chapter 
from Schweitzer then addresses Keller’s openness to 
theistic evolution, a position dangerous for foundational 
doctrines such as the uniqueness of man, and the Fall. 
The closing chapter, by US academic D G Hart, is the 
weakest in the collection, and the most contentious, 
being based on a fairly extreme view of Presbyterianism, 
which deprecated Keller’s involvement in conferences 

and initiatives alongside Baptist pastors, such as the 
Gospel Coalition. I will not have been the only reader 
to wince at the casual use of ‘non-Reformed’ to describe 
those in churches differing from the Presbyterian order. 
Hart criticises Keller’s involvement in supporting church 
plants of other denominations in New York, which 
he believes undermines Presbyterian ecclesiology. If 
the reference is to financial support (Hart is fairly 
vague), then that would seem a matter for internal 
decision within the PCA as to whether such funding 
is appropriate; if it is moral or personnel support, then 
it seems reasonable, even generous-spirited, in the 
complex and spiritually needy environment of New York 
City. I am surprised that the editors were happy with this 
last chapter and think the collection would have been 
much stronger without it.
This said, the whole work is a thoughtful and scholarly 
analysis of influential and sometimes quite dangerous 
areas of teaching, especially regarding Creation and Hell. 
These may be challenging doctrines to preach today but 
are absolutely essential to truly Reformed theology.

Rev Alasdair J Macleod
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Warning Sermons
Some warning sermons are characterised by a focus 
on the more threatening aspects of God’s character, 
especially His attributes of holiness, justice, sovereignty 
and power. Other warning sermons may focus on human 
sinfulness, inability, frailty and mortality. We may expound 
and apply the law, showing what God defines as sin and 
wickedness. We might deal with the speed of time, the 
uncertainty of life, the imminence of death, the certainty 
of judgment, the length of eternity, the reality of hell, 
etc. These are all warning sermons. They are designed 
to alarm the complacent, the comfortable and the 
thoughtless; to make them anxious, and fearful, and even 
terrified. Examples:
• Remember Lot’s wife – and Saul, and Judas
• God’s law
• The end-of-time parables
• Revelation’s great white throne, bottomless pit, 
etc.
• Ecclesiastes’ view of the best this world can 
offer, etc.
• The Psalmist’s view of our frailty and mortality, 
etc.
The great aim of these sermons is to convict, to bring 
our hearers to an awareness of their perilous state 
before God and their need of repentance.

Wooing Sermons
Having prepared the way for the Gospel with ‘warm-up’ 
sermons, and having shown the need for the Gospel 
with warning sermons, we then come with a wooing 
word. We explain the wonders of the Father’s willingness 
to send His Son to sinners, and to save them by His 
suffering, death and resurrection. We also focus on the 
Lord Jesus; His willingness to come, suffer and die for 
sinners; His tender, wise and winning ways with sinners. 
We explain the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in 
regenerating and renewing the hardest of hearts. We 
explain that God saves by grace through faith, not by 
merit through works. We are trying to address people 
who are trembling, who are fearful, who are scared, and 
are seeking to draw them in to the love and the mercy 
and the grace of God. No pastor can pluck the chord of 
grace enough. Examples:
• The prodigal son
• Christ’s tender dealings with sinners during his 
ministry
• The sufferings of Christ on the cross
• The atonement
• Free justification
• The Gospel invitations and commands
• The sufficiency and suitability of Christ, etc.
• Adoption
If the aim of the warm-up sermon is to demonstrate 
relevance, and if the aim of the warning sermon is to bring 

people to repentance, the aim of the wooing sermon is to 
bring people to rest in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Will Sermons
Every sermon is ultimately addressed to the will. Yes, 
we address the head; and through the head, we address 
the heart. But we don’t just want to give people facts 
and feelings. We want changed lives. That’s surely the 
aim of our preaching. Ultimately, then, every sermon 
is addressed to the will. But evangelistic sermons, and 
especially this fourth kind of evangelistic sermon, are 
addressed especially and repeatedly to the will.
These are sermons that bring people to the signpost 
at the junction, with two choices. These are sermons 
that bring people to the ballot box, where they must 
cast their vote. They bring people to that point where 
they are faced with the two great and ultimate options: 
faith or unbelief, life or death, heaven or hell. These are 
sermons that are full of persuasion, pleading, and arguing 
and beseeching. Examples:
• Paul and Agrippa
• Jesus and the woman of Samaria
• Parable of the wedding invitation
• Paul on Mars Hill
• Peter at Pentecost
• ‘Choose you this day whom you will serve’
• Narrow/broad way
• Revelation 22:17
• Elijah on Mt Carmel
• ‘Stretch out your hand’
• ‘Lazarus, come forth’
But, is man not totally depraved? Are we not ‘dead in 
trespasses and sins?’ Are we not spiritually ‘disabled?’ 
Is the will not in bondage? Yes, yes, yes, and yes. There 
is no question but that the Bible teaches this. However, 
as the examples above show, the Bible also describes 
the depraved, dead, disabled and enslaved will being 
addressed. It may seem illogical to us, but God has 
chosen to free the will, enable the ‘disabled’, and give life 
to the ‘dead’ by the persuasive preaching of the Gospel.
These sermons have content for head and heart, but 
are especially focused on pressurising, yes pressurising, 
the will. The truth is pressed home so closely that every 
hearer is ‘forced’ to make a choice. The Puritans used to 
speak of the Gospel vice that squeezes hearers so tightly 
that they cannot but say ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
From this range of sample evangelistic sermons, I hope 
you can see that this isn’t the kind of preaching that will 
sound repetitive. There is a great range and variety of 
evangelistic sermons. There is no need for us to sound 
the same every time we do this. The Word of God has 
provided us with so many models and so much material 
that we can preach evangelistically and freshly every 
time.

To be continued.
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I arrived in Lusaka on Thursday 8th August, and was 
met at the airport by David Lachman and his little 
boy Elijah. We joined Mrs Katie Lachman and little 

Ketzia in the apartment at which they were staying in 
Lusaka. We stayed there till the Saturday so that David 
and Katie could attend to hospital appointments, car 
servicing, purchasing supplies, etc. On Saturday we made 
the five-hour journey to Petauke, and Covenant College. 
It was wonderful to be there at last. I was soon shown to 
my accommodation, which was one of three chalets in a 
fenced compound, the other two being used by Marianne 
and Phil Bailey. Phil was with the Macdonalds in Lusaka 
while I was at Covenant College. My accommodation was 
quite comfortable, and I got used to it very quickly.
I am happy to say that I kept well and did not find the 
temperature too high (90F), except for a period in the 
afternoon when most people stayed inside. I had to get 
used to drinking gallons of water. One of the amazing 
things is that the water from the tap, which comes from 
a bore-hole is directly drinkable and of excellent quality. 
I took porridge oats and oatmeal with me from home 
and I breakfasted every morning on porridge or brose. 
I had lunch every day with the students. It was ‘shema’, 
made from ground maize and accompanied by beans or 
cuts of roast chicken or roast pork. I have to confess I 
ate my shema with a spoon, not with my hands like the 
Zambians. I had my evening meal with the Lachmans, who 
looked after me very well.
Morning devotions, which were a great blessing to me, 
were at 6.45am, and the lectures began daily at 7.30am. 
The lectures were in four-hour blocks and two-hour 
blocks. With the four-hour blocks there was a thirty-
minute break in the middle for a cup of tea and a piece 
of fresh bread,  and that was very welcome indeed. I 
enjoyed the class from the word go. There were eleven 
students in my class, and they were extremely easy to get 
on with - very warm and friendly with plenty of humour, 
and eager to learn.

My Subject
My subject was, ‘Preaching Christ from the New 
Testament’, chosen for me by David Lachman some 
months before I went, and it was a subject which I was 
very happy with.
There were certainly plenty of questions and much lively 
discussion. My main problem was knowing what level 

to teach at, which I could not find out till I began. The 
result was that I ended up rewriting everything I had 
prepared, so as to provide them with a full set of printed 
lectures before I left. This kept me very busy on Mondays 
and Saturdays when there were no lectures, and in the 
afternoons and evenings, but the time passed very quickly. 
I was asked to set an exam at the end of the course. The 
problem with the exam was that, even though they are 
fairly fluent in English, they find writing in English quite 
difficult. David Lachman’s advice to me was, ‘Teach at a 
high level and examine at a low level’. I found this very 
helpful. I told them beforehand the areas of the notes 
to concentrate on and gave them ten questions. Most 
of them finished inside the hour, but the rest were given 
whatever time they needed. All but one managed a pass, 
and some got quite high marks. It was very hard failing 
the one, but I had to do it.
The four-hour blocks of lectures were quite demanding. 
Normally over a four-week period, a lecturer would have 
four four-hour blocks and the rest in two-hour blocks. 
Because of the new visa regulations, my lectures had to 
be compressed into three and a half weeks. This meant 
that I had five four-hour blocks in order to compress 
thirty-eight lectures and an exam into three and a half 
weeks. I am thankful that I was given the strength to do 
this. 

The College
There is no doubt in my mind that the work done at 
Covenant College is a great work. Most of the students 
are in Pentecostal congregations (most of them are 
already pastors) where the worship is wild and ministers 
to the flesh rather than the spirit, and where there is little 
or no systematic teaching. Yet they come to Covenant 
College and seem to fit in happily to the orderly 
devotions, teaching, worship, and even the prescribed 
dress code. The great thing is that some of them embrace 
Reformed teaching and worship. The morning devotions 
were a wonderful experience from this point of view. 
They all seemed so happy to fall in with the form of 
worship.  It sometimes brought tears to my eyes to hear 
these Zambians who really know how to sing, singing 
Psalms from the Scottish Psalter in English, and then 
following this with Zambian versions of the Psalms. After 
the singing one of the students would preach a short 
sermon. This was followed by a time of prayer.

My Visit to Covenant College, Zambia
Rev Allan Murray
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Preaching at churches
David Lachman gets asked to preach at different 
congregations in the surrounding villages most weeks, 
using a translator. I attended these services with him and 
Katie and family. On the first and third Lord’s Day out of 
the four, he preached at two of the Pentecostal churches. 
The worship was just wild, until David preached. I must 
say he preached very well, and was listened to intently. 
On the second Lord’s Day we went to Lovemore Banda’s 
church, where David preached to a much more ordered 
situation. On the last Lord’s Day David asked me to 
preach in his place as he was leaving for the UK the 
next day, and had been under much pressure. It was in 
Charles Zulu’s church, again a more ordered situation 
with, thankfully, a very good translator. I felt great liberty 
in preaching.
David has a very heavy work-load. When he went to 
Zambia there were three doing the work he is now doing 
on his own. He really needs more help, especially on 
the administrative side. I do feel strongly that we should 
make every effort to get him some help. There is one 
thing that is clear to me, that the work there is in a safe 

pair of hands, as far as Reformed teaching and worship 
is concerned. Although there are those on the Board of 
Trustees who do not hold the same convictions on these 
things, at present David has full control over who teaches 
at the College, and what they teach. Hopefully that will 
not change.

Leaving the College
I left Covenant College on Wednesday 4th September, 
setting out on that five-hour journey to Lusaka. Marianne 
drove us. There were eight of us in the vehicle! Two 
Zambians were compressed into the space behind the 
back seat. I do not know how they withstood it as much 
of the road is badly pot-holed, and there was only one 
stop. Eventually I was deposited at Old Macdonald’s Farm 
where I was to spend the night and catch the early flight 
in the morning. It was great to see Christine and Don, 
and Phil Bailey again, and I had a very nice evening with 
them, enjoying their hospitality and being entertained by 
a choir of teenage boys who were resident in the farm. 
What the Macdonalds have been doing is quite amazing. 
The transformation in these boys from their street life to 
what they are now is astonishing.

Below: Rev A Murray with some of the students at Covenant College



Witness

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”

1 Corinthians 1:21

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)


