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Marriage is not an invention of man though many 
people might think so. It is not something which 
gradually evolved in human history. It is an institution 

of God. He performed the first marriage. It was there in the 
Garden of Eden before sin entered and mankind fell from the 
state in which they were created. So marriage is good and 
can be, should be, a great blessing. God has ordained it for 
the good of men, women and children. True happiness is to 
be found in obedience to God’s will and Word. The marriage 
relationship is a loving bond which should grow stronger as 
the years pass.

Modern attacks on marriage
Marriage is under terrible attack in our Western world. The 
Bible clearly says sex before marriage is wrong – always 
wrong. But a recent survey in Britain showed that only 3% 
of young folk are virgins when they marry. Many people live 
together without marrying. Half the children in the United 
Kingdom are born outside of marriage. This is totally wrong. 
It is fornication and Scripture says ‘Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God’ (1Cor.6:9-10). Fornicators head 
the list and it is made quite plain that they will not get into 
heaven – that is unless they repent and turn from their evil 
ways. Add to this immorality the fact that 7 million unborn 
children have been aborted (murdered) since abortion was 
legalised in the UK in 1967. What a wicked society we are and 
how ripe for God’s judgment.
These things are not distant from us. We see it going on all 
around us. Even young children are involved. Courting in our 
wicked society normally involves sex. A couple go out for a 
date and end the evening in bed together. People move on 
from one relationship to the next – like animals in a herd 
– like stray dogs in the street. Many people never marry yet 
live in sexual relationships with others. Among those who do 
marry, often after a ‘trial’ period of living together, half the 
marriages end in divorce. Lots of people are left with broken 
hearts, wishing their loved ones had died rather than just left 
them. Murders and violence are carried out in jealousy. Many 
people are lonely, living on their own, especially as they get 
older. Children often end up with only one parent. Fathers and 
sometimes mothers, because of an acrimonious separation, 
end up seldom if ever seeing their own children. What a 
huge grief and sorrow! AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
diseases are affecting large numbers. If all people followed 
God’s law there would be no AIDS. ‘Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful’ 
(Ps.1:1). 
Now there are plans afoot in Scotland to redefine marriage 
so that homosexual or lesbian couples can ‘marry’ – that is 
two men marrying one another or two women marrying one 
another. It changes marriage from what it has always been in 

every culture and of course in the Bible. This is trying to make 
acceptable what the Bible says is an abomination to the Lord 
(Lev.20:13). We need to study carefully the Bible’s teaching on 
marriage.

Need for a wife
Adam was created by God on the sixth day. He was placed in 
the beautiful garden of Eden and enjoyed God’s covenant. God 
comes into the garden to talk to him and he has fellowship 
with God. Man is perfectly happy and yet something is missing. 
God said, ‘It is not good  that the man  should be alone; I 
will make him an help meet for him’ (Gen.2:18). He needed 
someone like himself with whom he could share his life. 
Marriage is the norm. Some people do not need to marry, 
for example the Apostle Paul was one such, but for most 
folk marriage is beneficial. We are told that God formed the 
animals and brought them to Adam who named them. He 
understood their nature. Man’s powers of understanding were 
so much better before the Fall. Yet no helpmeet for Adam was 
found among them. The animals have bodies similar to us but 
man also has an immortal soul which is in the image of God. It 
is rational, logical, self-conscious, able to reflect, to speak and 
to understand self and God and the world. There is a huge gap 
between man and animals.

The Creation of Adam’s Wife
The creation of the first woman is a fascinating story. God 
caused a deep sleep to come over Adam and then performed 
an operation upon him. He took a rib out of his side and 
then closed up the flesh again. Around that rib He formed 
the woman. Matthew Henry comments that the woman was, 
‘Not from Adam’s head to rule over him, not from his feet 
to be trampled upon but from his side to be his partner and 
companion, under his arm to be protected, near his heart to 
be loved’. When Adam sees her he understands her nature. 
He calls her woman which means taken from man – bone of 
my bone and flesh of my flesh. She is of the same nature as 
Adam and equally intelligent. She is similarly created in the 
image of God and by grace is equally a child of God: ‘There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.’ (Gal.3:28). There is an essential equality between man 
and woman. Writing to the Corinthians Paul argues for the 
headship of the man over the woman even in the garden of 
Eden before the Fall: ‘For the man is not of the woman; but 
the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the 
woman; but the woman for the man’ (1Cor.11:8-9). The first 
woman was taken out of a man though ever after every man 
is born from the woman. Thus there is a mutual dependence. 
We need one another. Another reason he gives for the man’s 
headship is that the woman was created for the man. This 
headship is not because man is essentially superior to the 
woman. Many women are far more clever and gifted than 
their husbands. But God appoints the man to a headship in 
the relationship and we must submit to His will.

The Institution of Marriage



'It is wonderful to have someone with whom 
to share your life, someone whom you can 

trust and who will keep your closest secrets. 
You care for each other.'
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First Wedding
God performed the first wedding. He created Eve and brought 
her to Adam. It was love at first sight. God joined them together 
in marriage, and Scripture says, ‘Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh’ (Gen.2:24). There is a leaving. It is not right 
for the family to remain under the father’s roof, either the 
husband’s father or the wife’s father. That is what the Bible says: 
‘leave’ and ‘cleave’. A new social unit is formed and they are to 
live under God. Leave involves a break with the past. To cleave is 
to stick closely in love. It is a duty for those who marry to love 
one another and to be very close. The new couple, husband and 
wife, are to be faithful to one another. No one else should be 
allowed to come between them. Husbands are to please their 
wives and wives their husbands. Marriage as God designed it, 
and as it should be, is a wonderful, loving relationship. Notice 
that it was a woman whom God formed and brought to Adam, 
not another man. There is no room here for ‘Adam and Steve’, 
for any kind of homosexual or lesbian marriage. Neither is 
there room for ‘civil partnerships’ between a man and a man 
or between a woman and a woman. ‘Civil partnership’ is a 
kind of half-way house marriage between same-sex couples 
invented a few years ago (2004). The government legalized it in 
2004. Homosexual couples were given the rights of marriage 
but not the name. Scripture makes plain that sexual activity is 
to be limited to marriage and marriage is defined as the union 
of one man and one woman for life.

Purpose of marriage 
The purpose of marriage is threefold:
(1) Companionship: This is first stressed by God in the 
words: ‘The Lord God said, It is not good that the man 

should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him’ 
(Gen.2:18). It is wonderful to have someone with whom to 
share your life, someone whom you can trust and who will 
keep your closest secrets. You care for each other. 
(2) The procreation of children: God has given marriage for 
the purpose of producing children. He seeks a godly seed 
(Mal.2:15). It is the ideal unit in which children are to be born, 
to be reared and trained. Both father and mother have a role 
to play. 
(3) The avoidance of fornication: Paul speaks of this to the 
Corinthians: ‘Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every 
man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own 
husband’ (1Cor.7:2). Roman Catholic priests take a vow 
never to marry and because of this get into much trouble. 
Terrible scandals are at present affecting the RC Church with 
the disclosure of the sexual abuse of children. Remember 
what the Bible says: ‘Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge’ (Heb13:4). A happy loving marriage is the answer to 
temptation to immorality.

Polygamy 
Polygamy was widely practised in Old Testament times. The 
first case recorded is that of wicked Lamech: ‘And Lamech 
took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and 
the name of the other Zillah’ (Gen.4:19). Marriage was never 
meant to be so. For the hardness of hearts it was allowed but 
it brought many problems as we can see in the lives of Sarah 
and Hagar, of Rachel and Leah, and of Hanna and Peninnah. 
Jesus makes plain that a marriage should only be between 
one man and one woman: ‘And he [Jesus] answered and said 
unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at 
the beginning made them male and female, and said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to 
his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder’ (Mt.19:4-6). Two are 
made one flesh but not three or four made one flesh. God 
made man male and female and there is no room for the 
abomination of so called ‘Gay marriage’. 

Divorce 
Marriage is meant to be for life. Jesus’ words in the same 
passage just quoted make that plain: ‘What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder’ (Mt.19:6). This 
verse tells us the amazing truth that God is actively present 
at every marriage, not just the marriages of His people. He 
performs the marriage. He means that marriage to last. God 
hates divorce because it is an undoing of His work. ‘He hateth 
putting away’ (Mal.2:16).
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According to the forty-seventh Psalm, we are to sing 
the praise of the Lord ‘with understanding’ (v7) or 
skilfulness. I will leave the musical instruction side 

of that commandment, with its pitches, note reading, beat, 
proper breathing, harmonizing, etc., to those more gifted than 
I am in this area (which would be quite a number of people). 
Yet a congregation can make vast improvements in its singing 
even without choral training. How? Simply by listening to and 
obeying the Word of God’s instruction on how we are to sing 
in the presence of God. Consider applying in a purposeful 
way these short exhortations to your singing as you go to the 
house of the Lord the next time.
Sing to the Lord! 
So many Scriptural exhortations tell us to sing to the Lord, or 
just place the words in our mouth, such as ‘I will sing unto the 
Lord, because He hath dealt bountifully with me’ (Psalm 13:6). 
How quickly we can forget that we are before the throne of 
the Lord who has redeemed us. He is worthy of all honour 
and glory and praise.
Sing with the Lord! 

Our Lord Jesus, who is Immanuel (‘God with us’), is with the 
church whenever it gathers. His church is the very temple of 
God, and through the continual presence of His Holy Spirit 
He dwells with us. We are told that Jesus says, ‘I will declare 
thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will 
I sing praise unto thee’ (Hebrews 2:12). When we take His 
Word and its truths upon our lips, His Spirit is there singing 
with us. These first two reasons alone should sharpen our 
singing!

Be enthusiastic! 
This article was prompted by a recent experience. Last 
Thursday evening I was about to step forward to speak 
again at a youth conference. To be honest, weariness from 
some extra pressures right before the conference, including 
a funeral, had caught up on me. Though the message was the 
one I had most looked forward to delivering, I felt drained and 
empty. Yet right before I went forward, the youth sang. Their 
spirited, robust singing not only filled the room but my heart. 
I floated up to the pulpit. My energy returned. Enthusiasm is 
contagious. Regardless of others’ attitudes as they come to 
church, if you have the attitude, “O magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt his name together” (Psalm 34:3), others will 
be affected.
Engage your mind! 
You should not read the Bible mindlessly or pray rote 
prayers. Neither should you sing this way. Paul exhorted the 
Corinthians by personally testifying, ‘I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the understanding also’ (1 Corinthians 
14:15). Listening to the minister’s introduction to the song, 

and then singing what the words mean, are vital to praising 
God in truth. We cannot be loving Him with all our hearts 
and minds if they are distracted from the words we are using 
as we sing.
Reflect the mood! 
Along with using your mind, your singing and face should 
acknowledge the tone of the song. When singing penitent 
Psalms and confessing sin, often a more sorrowful note and 
facial expression are called for. ‘The troubles of my heart are 
enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses. Look upon 
mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins’ (Psalm 
25:17-18). If a call to Christian duty and battle are ringing forth 
in the Psalm, should not fuller-throated, serious notes be heard 
from our lips like a war trumpet and looks of determination 
be seen in our countenance? At the times when songs are 
praising the Lord, joy should radiate from us; ‘my heart and my 
flesh crieth out for the living God’ (Psalm 84:2).
Admonish the brethren! 
Remember that the Lord is not the only object of your singing. 
‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord’ (Colossians 3:16). We are to sing into the hearts and 
lives of those around us as we ourselves become instruments 
of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to our fellow believers. Like player-
coaches, we are both instructing them in the things of God and 
then urging them on in faithfulness to sacred truths as we sing. 
Your neighbour is supposed to hear you sing!
Warn the unbelieving! 
Our singing is to be evangelistic in nature also. Unbelievers are 
to be hearing of the holiness of God and the way of salvation 
He has prepared in Christ for people. ‘Sing unto the Lord, bless 
his name; show forth his salvation from day to day. Declare 
his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people’ 
(Psalm 96:2-3). Yet not only do we need to warn them so that 
they will turn to Christ, we also must warn them of what will 
happen if they do not. The early church, after Herod’s threats, 
sang and prayed from Psalm 2 (see Acts 4:23-31). This Psalm 
ends with the warning, ‘Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him’.
Finally, lift your voice! 
You should sing at a volume that says you want to be heard. 
Notice everyone is included in the exhortation, ‘O clap 
your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice 
of triumph’ (Psalm 47:1). There are times when our singing 
should be lifting the roof.

Improving Congregational Singing
Rev Barry York (Sycamore Reformed Presbyterian Church, USA)
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John the Baptist, bearing witness to Jesus Christ, declared 
that ‘of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace’, 
or grace in order to receive grace. It is of God’s grace that 

the sinner is made aware of his need of the Saviour and again 
it is of God’s grace that he is enabled to receive Christ as his 
Saviour. It is not by obedience to the law that any will be saved 
from sin but by the free grace of God. Salvation is all of grace. 
The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Gal.3:24) 
and that schoolmaster was sent by our heavenly Father in 
order to apply the rod to our conscience, showing us our 
need. It was an act of His grace, for He did so out of His free 
unmerited favour. The hymn writer John Newton described 
his own call by grace, when he wrote:

‘T was grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Behind this simple verse of Newton’s lies a wealth of Biblical 
truth and sound theology that is sadly absent from some 
churches today. For example, as in the first line our Lord 
Himself said, ‘It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all 
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me’ (Jn.6:45). If Newton 
had been rendering this first line in prose, rather than in verse, 
he would have written something like the following: ‘It was 
God, by His free unmerited favour to me the poor sinner, 
that taught me that I was deserving His eternal wrath and 
indignation, and then He revealed His Son to me in all His 
redeeming love’. In another of his hymns he gives us some idea 
of what he had experienced of that self-knowledge that is the 
work of the Spirit:

O Lord, how vile am I,
Unholy and unclean!

How can I dare to venture nigh
With such a load of sin?

‘How can I dare to venture nigh with such a load of sin?’ said 
Newton, but the Lord did not leave him thus mourning his sin; 
for he tells us that the same grace that taught him to fear also 
relieved him of his fear: ‘And grace my fears relieved’. God, by 
His free unmerited favour to him granted him faith in order 
that he might put his trust in Jesus Christ. Such was God’s 
teaching of Newton that he had confidence in God’s grace. We 
read in another of his hymns:

‘T was grace that call’d our souls at first;
By grace thus far we’re come;

And grace will help us through the worst, 
And lead us safely home.

If there was one man in the whole world who knew about the 
grace of God in salvation it was John Newton. In another of 
his hymns he wrote the following verse:

Yes; though of sinners I’m the worst,
I cannot doubt thy will;

For if thou hadst not loved me first
I had thee hated still.

Sadly many today think with W. E. Henley (1849-1903):
It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.

Men forget who they are; they are not the master of their 
fate, nor are they the captain of their soul. Worse still they 

do not know who Jesus Christ is. 

Matthew states that an angel of the Lord appeared unto 
Joseph in a dream and told him that Mary should bear a son, 
and that he should be called Jesus (Saviour), for He would 
save his people from their sins. Now, after some two thousand 
years there are a great number of people who do not know 
who Jesus is, nor indeed who it is that are referred to in the 
Scriptures as ‘His people’. Those who remain ignorant to this, 
sad to say, are not confined to the world but are to be found 
within the visible church. 

Who are His people?
But who are His people and who was it that He came to 
save from their sins? John writes: ‘He was in the world, and 
the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not’ (Jn.1:10-
11)  Here again we see the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah: 
‘ He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not’ (Is.53:3). 
Both the world and the Jews rejected Him. Nevertheless we 
are told, ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name’ (Jn.1:12). Why did they not all receive Him? 
To answer this question we must turn to Romans 8:28-30. If 
we are to begin to understand what Paul is teaching in these 
verses we must first realise that God foresees, purposes, 
and does all things according to His immutable, eternal and 
infallible will. All things must indeed work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to His purpose (v28), since He purposes, and does all things 
according to His immutable will. It also follows that those that 
God did foreknow and predestinate were not chosen because 
God foresaw that they would, by their own free will, receive 
Jesus Christ; for God foreknows nothing by contingency, but 
He purposes, and does all things according to His immutable 
will. But what did God purpose in those that He foreknew? 
Paul tells us that they were predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. Thus, since Christ is the brightness of God’s 
glory, and the express image of His person, then, by this, those 
whom God has predestinated to be conformed to the image 
of His Son will be restored to the image of God from which 
they fell in Adam. The question that some may ask is, ‘Can any 
of those who have been predestinated fail to be glorified?’ The 
short answer is a definite No! The observant reader will note 
that this passage is couched in the past tense because it is as 

Law and Grace
Sam Semmens (Edinburgh)
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Books Norman was 
born in Scalpay, 

one of six boys. His 
education, beginning 
in Scalpay,  continued 
at Portree High 
School, and from 
there went on to 
Aberdeen University 
where he gained 
his Master of Arts 
degree. Later he 
went to Strathclyde 
University in 
preparation for a 

life in teaching. He taught English at Kilmarnock Technical 
College, Ayr Academy, Dr Guthrie’s School in Edinburgh, 
and finally at the capital’s   James Gillespie’s  High School. 
He married Dolina Morrison, also from Scalpay, and was 
ably supported by his like-minded wife. The gospel of Christ 
was at the heart of their home from the 1960s. Together 
they had two of a family, Kenneth who is a surgeon, and 
Sheona, who, like her father, was a teacher. Their home 
was a ‘Bethel’ exhibiting a hospitality that was both kind 
and generous. In 1974, following the arrival of Rev Maurice 

Roberts in Ayr Free Church, the family, who had previously 
attended the Church of Scotland, began to worship in the 
Free Church. He and his family were very diligent in their 
attendance at the means of grace.
Norman was a good judge of character and able to discern 
the best way to proceed in the controversial issues that 
inevitably arise in church life. These traits made him a most 
capable elder, and proved to be invaluable in the troublous 
times the denomination was to pass through. When the 
division came in 2000 there was no doubt where his loyalty 
lay. He was gifted in public prayer as well as a discerning and 
appreciative hearer of God’s Word. When called upon to 
do so, he would expound the Word with great acceptance. 
A man of sound theological understanding, he loved the 
Reformed faith and valued solid godliness.
Norman endured great personal sorrow in his latter years. 
The decease of his beloved wife Dolina followed by the 
loss of his devoted daughter Sheona, were deep and painful 
blows. Nevertheless, he always responded appreciatively 
when visitors spoke to him of the great biblical truths upon 
which his hope of heaven rested. He has gone to his eternal 
reward. Whilst missed by us here below, he enjoys the 
glorious privilege of being with Christ, which is ‘far better’.

Rev Timothy J McGlynn

Obituary - Norman Campbell

though it has already happened. 
In Romans 9:18 the Apostle reminds us that God has ‘Mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth’. 
Those persons to whom the Sovereign God has shown mercy, 
are born again of the Spirit of God and are the recipients of 
the fullness of His grace. When God in His Sovereign mercy 
drew them by the cords of His love to Christ, most likely at 
the time they were unaware of the hand of God, for it was 
like the bringing of the blind by a way that they knew not. 
Afterward they could say with Jacob: ‘Surely the Lord is in this 
place; and I knew it not’. 
They were recipients of His grace when His Spirit convicted 
them of sin and of judgment to come, and they were brought 
to see that their only hiding place from the righteous wrath 
of God was in Jesus Christ. The law was applied by the Holy 
Spirit to convict them of their sin (Gal.3:24). John the Baptist 
said that the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. This surely was to remind his hearers that the 
law, in all its holiness and perfection, can only condemn the 
sinner. Paul wrote, ‘There is none righteous, no not one: there 
is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God’ (Rom.3:10-11). It is a regenerate soul that understands 
and seeks after God, hence the words of the Psalmist: ‘ Give 
me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe 
it with my whole heart’. It is necessary that God in His grace 
would give the understanding that is required in order that 

we might know to seek after God, and then that God in His 
free unmerited favour would follow with the revelation of His 
mercy toward us in Christ Jesus. Christ’s righteousness must 
be imputed to us; for that is the only righteousness that will 
make us free from the law and all its eternal consequences. 
This is a great blessing: ‘Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile’ (Ps.32:2). In the days of our blindness we were oblivious 
to those facts that are so important, that in our sin we 
earn the wages of death, but if we are in Christ we are the 
recipients of the gift of eternal life (Rom.6:23). 
Although the law that was given through Moses cannot justify 
the sinner, yet it has the role of bringing the sinner to Christ. 
It must not be ignored, otherwise sinners remain ignorant of 
their true state by nature, and oblivious to their inability to 
conform to the perfect righteousness which God requires of 
us in the law. The Jews thought they were keeping the law and 
did not realise that the law accused them of sin and despite 
all their righteousness they could not meet its standard. Jesus 
told them, ‘ Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: 
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 
For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings how shall ye 
believe my words? (Jn.5:45-47)  
Perhaps the clearest statement on the actual place of the law is 
found in Luke 16:31: ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 

'Law and Grace', Continued from Previous Page
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neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead’. If the sinner does not know his true state by nature 
there is very little else that will persuade him of his need of 
the Saviour, and how is he to know his true state by nature if 
he does not believe Moses? If Sinai with all its terror proves 
ineffectual in persuading him, it is hardly likely that miracles, 
however wonderful, will persuade him to flee from the wrath 
to come. There hangs over every man that great threat of 
damnation found in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: ‘Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature, 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned’ (Mk.16:15-16). 

Faith
This belief referred to is far more profound than the mere 
opinion that something is true. John the Baptist reminded his 
hearers that no man has seen God at any time, but the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
declared Him (Jn.1:18). Fallen man tends to believe only what 
he can see; how then can he be saved? We are told in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews just how necessary faith is: ‘Without 
faith it is impossible to please him (God): for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him’ (Heb.11:6). Here is the first 
great barrier with regard to becoming a Christian. How do I 
believe that God really is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him? The simple answer is that in such a 
case to believe is impossible, but what is impossible with man 
is possible with God. The gift of faith is not given to all, hence 
Paul remarked that not all have obeyed the Gospel. Obviously 
without faith they will not obey the Gospel and he pointed out 
that Isaiah prophesied that it would be so (Is.53:1). He writes: 
‘So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God’ (Rom.10:17). Just as the heavens and the earth were 
created by the word of God, so the hearing that begets faith 
is created in the soul of man by the same word of God. The 
word that begets faith is more than that of the letter, which 
can only kill, but is by the Spirit who makes alive. Paul states: 
‘For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 

hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us’ (2Cor.4:6-7)  This was a 
principle that Paul loved to draw from the works of God: ‘But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things that are mighty’ 1Cor.1:27), and the 
reason is this: ‘That no flesh should glory in his presence’.
Without the power of God working faith in the soul of man 
not a single soul would be saved. The fall has so twisted and 
corrupted man’s nature that he will not repent. This is clearly 
seen in the words of our Lord to the Jews: ‘And ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life’ (Jn.5:40). A sinner is never 
saved by an act of his own will; he is saved by grace through 
faith, and both grace and faith are the gift of God. As Stephen 
told the council: ‘Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers 
did so do ye’ Acts 7:51). What we are dealing with here is the 
apostolic witness of Christ and His Apostles, which is resisted 
and rejected by the world. 
Those who saw Christ in the flesh and believed on Him saw 
God: ‘He that hath seen me hath seen the Father’ (Jn.14:9). 
Speaking to Philip who had requested that Jesus show them 
the Father, Jesus said: ‘Have I been so long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 
Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me? (Jn.14:8-10). 

Purpose in sending Christ
We return to the topic that we began with: What was God’s 
purpose in sending His Son that we might receive of His 
fullness grace for grace? God created man in His own image. 
But man disobeyed God and fell into sin, and by it marred the 
image in which he was created. But God, according to His 
foreknowledge, and before the foundation of the world chose 
in Christ some whom He predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of His Son that He might be their elder brother. 
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John writes generally to Christians and says: ‘Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is’ (1Jn.3:2)  Thus we see that 
those who are Christ’s will be restored to the image of God. 
And what obligation does this impose on those of us who 
are His? John says: ‘And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure’ (1Jn.3:3)  
And what obligation does this impose on the unconverted? 
The unconverted are yet without hope, ‘But now [God] 

commandeth all men everywhere to repent: because he 
hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by that man [Jesus Christ] whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead’ (Acts 17:30-31)  The 
warning to such as are at the present time unconverted is to 
flee from the wrath to come; the resurrection of Christ leaves 
them no room for excuse. Responsibility does not presuppose 
ability, as indeed some are tempted wrongly to think. God 
must save, and God alone.

Court Bans Prayers 
Christian Institute

The saying of prayers as a ‘formal’ part of local council 
meetings has been ruled unlawful by the High Court  in 

an extraordinary judgment. The judge, Mr Justice Ouseley, 
said there is no law that gives councils the power to do so. 
But critics hit back, saying the ruling also means a council 
has no power to formally start its meetings with the national 
anthem.
In December the head of the Equality Commission, Trevor 
Phillips, said he ‘dropped his coffee’ when he heard the case 
was being taken to court, calling it ‘nonsense on stilts’.
The ruling on 10th February only affects the formal meetings 
of local government, and does not stop councils from holding 
prayers outside of that setting if they wish to do so. And the 
court rejected claims that the saying of prayers discriminates 
against, or breaches the human rights of, secularists.
The practice of saying prayers at Bideford Town Council 
meetings is understood to date back to the days of Queen 
Elizabeth the First. The Council has, recently, twice voted in 
support of continuing with the prayers. Individual councillors 
were free to not take part in the prayers if they wished, and 
the register of attendance was not taken until after the prayers 
had finished. Nevertheless, a court case was brought by the 
National Secular Society and a secularist former councillor, Mr 
Clive Bone, against Bideford Town Council.
The claimants’ legal case rested on three arguments: that 
the prayers were discriminatory against atheist councillors, 
the prayers were a breach of human rights laws, and that the 
council had no lawful authority to hold prayers as part of its 
formal meetings.
The judge rejected the first two arguments, but ruled: ‘The 
saying of prayers as part of the formal meeting of a Council is 
not lawful under s111 of the Local Government Act 1972, and 
there is no statutory power permitting the practice to continue’. 
The Act does allow councils to do anything that ‘facilitates, 
or is conducive or is incidental’ to a council’s functions, but 
Mr Justice Ouseley ruled that the saying of prayers at formal 
meetings does not fall within that provision. If councillors are 
not compelled to pray, the judge reasoned, then prayers cannot 

be an essential part of a council’s functions and therefore should 
not be part of the formal council meeting.
The decision was criticised by The Christian Institute – a 
national charity that defends religious liberty and underwrote 
Bideford Council’s legal costs. Institute spokesman Simon 
Calvert said: ‘We welcome the finding that the saying of 
prayers isn’t discriminatory, or a breach of equality laws, or 
human rights laws. But it is extraordinary to rule that councils 
have no lawful authority to choose, if they so wish, to start 
their formal meetings with prayers. That is simply wrong. The 
logic of the ruling is that councils would also be going beyond 
the law if they took a vote and decided to start each formal 
council meeting with the national anthem. There is no way that 
Parliament, when it passed the Local Government Act 40 years 
ago, intended it to be used to outlaw prayers’.

Government Reaction 
Christian Institute

The Communities and Local Government Secretary, Eric 
Pickles MP, has promised to act swiftly to restore freedom 

to local councils to begin their meetings with prayer. There 
was widespread alarm around the country when a judge ruled 
that councils could no longer start their formal meetings with 
prayer.
Criticising the court ruling as ‘very illiberal’, the Communities 
Secretary said: ‘We live in a Christian country’. He responded 
by promising to bring Section 1 of the Localism Act into force 
by the end of February, ahead of schedule. Mr Pickles said the 
new Act allows councils ‘to undertake any general action that 
an individual could do unless it is specifically prohibited by law’. 
He went on: ‘Logically, this includes prayers’. Until the new 
law comes into force, Mr Justice Ouseley’s ruling still allows 
councils to say prayers in a council chamber before a formal 
meeting provided that councillors are not formally summoned 
to attend. Conservative and Labour MPs joined the Bishop of 
Exeter in speaking out against the Court’s ruling on the case.
We give thanks to God that the freedom to pray has now been 
restored to local councils. Please pray against the ongoing attacks 
by atheists on our Christian heritage. Pray for those in authority over 
us (1 Timothy 2:1-4).

News from Christian Institute
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News

Around 200 gathered at Lochalsh Free 
Church, Ardelve, for the Ordination 

& Induction of the Rev James MacInnes 

to the linked congregations of Lochalsh 
& Strath on Friday 10th February. A 
number of changes have happened since 

the Rev Graeme Craig was translated 
from the former congregation of 
Lochalsh & Glenshiel to Stornoway 

Lochalsh & Strath Induction Report
Rev Andrew Allan

The MacInnes Family: 
Rev James and Mrs Angela MacInnes,

with Sandy Iain, Murdina, Elizabeth and 
Seamus Allan.
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in April 2009. First, the Lochalsh & 
Glenshiel congregation joined with the 
Glenelg & Arnisdale congregation to 
form a new charge called Lochalsh. Then 
the Lochalsh congregation was linked 
to the Strath (Broadford) congregation 
to become the new Lochalsh & Strath 
congregation.
The Rev Raymond A Kemp, Kilmuir & 
Stenscholl, preached and presided over 
the service. His text was Exodus 3:10-14 
and he expanded and highlighted from 
three points: (1) The call that Moses 
received, (2) The concern that Moses 
expressed, and (3) The comfort that 
Moses was given.
After  Mr MacInnes had answered the 
required questions, and signed the 
Formula, the Rev R Kemp proceeded 
with the Ordination and Induction. Mr 
MacInnes received the right hand of 
fellowship from the members of the 
Presbytery, along with the ministers 
associated with the Skye & Lochcarron 
Presbytery that evening: Rev J A Gillies 
rtd, Rev J J Murray rtd, Rev W B Scott 
rtd, Rev K MacDonald (Scalpay), Rev G 
Craig (Stornoway) and Rev H J T Woods 
(Kilmorack & Strathglass).
The new minister was then addressed 
by the Rev John W Keddie, Bracadale, 
from 1 Timothy 6:11-14, highlighting 
four points: (1) The minister is to watch 
his own soul, (2) The minister is to be 
a warrior for the Lord Jesus Christ, (3) 
The minister is to be a faithful preacher 
of the Word of God and (4) The minister 
is to be a faithful pastor of the flock. 
The congregation was then exhorted 
by the Rev Andrew R Allan, Poolewe 
& Aultbea, from Acts 6: 1-4. His three 
points that he brought to bear upon 
the congregation were: (1) the Apostles’ 
dilemma, (2) the Apostles’ reasoning and 
(3) the Apostles’ resolve.
Following the benediction all were 

invited to the nearby Inverinate Hall for 
a time of refreshment and fellowship. 
The grace having been said by the Rev 
John Angus Gillies, all sat down to a 
sumptuous tea provided by the ladies 
of the congregations along with helpers 
from other denominations.
Mr Allan, who had been the interim 
moderator, chaired the first part of 
the fellowship and called upon several 
to make and receive presentations. A 
presentation was made to the new 
minister by the Arnisdale elder Mr William 
MacKenzie. Mrs Angela MacInnes and the 
MacInnes’ children, Sandy Iain (6), Mina 
(4), Elizabeth (2) and Seumas (7 weeks), 
were presented with gifts from two 
ladies from the Lochalsh congregation, 
Mrs Katie MacRae, Bundalloch, and Mrs 
Cathie MacLeod, Lochcarron. There 
followed a presentation to Mrs Margot 
MacInnes, mother of the new incumbent, 
by Mrs Mary MacBeath, 
Glenelg. Strath elder 
and Resident Lay Agent 
Mr Donald Robertson 
presented gifts to Mr 
William MacKenzie and his 
wife Christine, while the 
MacKenzies reciprocated 
and presented gifts to 
Donald and his wife Betty.
After Mr Allan had given 
comprehensive thanks 
to all who helped the 
congregation during the 
vacancy and who helped 
to organise the evenings 
proceeding’s, numerous 
greetings were read all 
expressing their fervent 
hope of God’s richest 
blessing upon the new ministry begun.
Mr Allan’s work now being finished, Mr 
MacInnes took over as chairman and 
warmly thanked the interim moderator 

for his work and presented him and Mrs 
Debbie Allan with gifts. 
Mr MacInnes called upon three persons 
to speak. Firstly, the Rev Bill Scott 
brought greetings from the Edinburgh 
congregation where the MacInnes’ family 
worshipped. Then followed Mr Stan 
Goudy, who spoke of the times that Mr 
MacInnes spent with him while they both 
worked with the Stauros Foundation. 
Finally, the Rev Harry Woods, Beauly, 
one of the Seminary tutors, reminded 
the gathering that the congregation 
were getting a new minister who had a 
vast amount of experience dealing with 
people. 
Following the speeches Mr. MacInnes 
gave a fulsome vote of thanks and the 
evening was brought to a close with 
the hearty singing of Psalm 93 and the 
benediction.

Moderator Designate

The Moderator Designate for the 
2012 General Assembly of the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing) is Rev 

Desk

Moderator Designate - Rev James Gracie



FREE CHURCH WITNESS12

James Gracie. 
Mr Gracie was born and brought up in Partick in Glasgow. His 
father was an elder in Grant Street Free Church of Scotland 
which was the congregation of his youth. On leaving school, 
he attended the West of Scotland Agricultural College for four 
years after which he joined the Scottish Milk Marketing Board 
as a Farm Management Assistant.
His career took a further turn when, in 1979, he accepted a 
post with the Department of Agriculture as an Agricultural 
Officer in Lairg in Sutherland, principally employed in work for 
the Crofters Commission. It was during this time that the Lord 
brought him under conviction of sin, ultimately bringing that 
much-needed relief which the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone affords. Mr Gracie was transferred to the Department 
office in Portree on the Island of Skye and he took up 
residence in the old family home in Uig. He was asked to help 
by preaching in different congregations throughout the Island 
and even further afield. It was during this time that he felt the 
call to the ministry, applied, was accepted and entered the 
theological course of the Free Church College in Edinburgh.
It was while a student at the College that he met his wife 
Catriona who is from Skye. They have three daughters: Rachel 
(14), Alison (12 and Lydia (10).
Having completed his studies, and been licensed by the Skye 
Presbytery, Mr Gracie was called to minister in the Island of 
Arran in 1994. His second charge was in North Uist and his 
present charge is in Edinburgh.

Retiral of Rev M J Roberts

Recently the Rev Maurice J Roberts has intimated his 
intention to retire as lecturer in Greek and New Testament 

at the end of this session. His contribution to the Seminary 
has been immense. Because of his thorough knowledge of 
the Greek language as well as his internationally recognised 
preaching ability he was the natural choice for this chair when 
the Free Church Seminary was set up. His name did much to 
enhance the reputation of the Seminary and several of the 
students who came to study did so because of his presence. 
His graciousness meant that he worked well with the other 
lecturers and contributed to the happy atmosphere in the 
Seminary. His evangelistic zeal, yearning for the conversion of 
the Jews, longing for revival and passionate preaching left a 
deep mark on the students whom he taught. A born teacher, 
he will be greatly missed and his shoes will be difficult to fill. 
We wish him every blessing and long continued usefulness in 
his retirement.

Cornish B&B owners lose appeal 
Christian Institute

The Christian owners of a Cornish B&B lost their appeal 
against last year’s ruling that their policy of restricting 

double rooms to married couples discriminated against a gay 
couple. But, while upholding that ruling, the Court of Appeal 
warned that a new intolerance should not take root against 
Christians because of their beliefs about sexual ethics. The 
three judges upheld last year’s County Court decision which 
found the policy to be discriminatory on grounds of sexual 
orientation – despite the fact that the policy was also applied 
to unmarried heterosexual couples.
Last year Peter and Hazelmary Bull, owners of the Chymorvah 
B&B near Penzance, were ordered to pay £3,600 in damages 
to Steven Preddy and Martyn Hall, a gay couple in a civil 
partnership. The Christian Institute funded Mr and Mrs Bull’s 
appeal. Spokesman Simon Calvert said: ‘Peter and Hazelmary 
have been penalised for their beliefs about marriage. Not 
everyone will agree with Peter and Hazelmary’s beliefs, but a 
lot of people will think it is a shame that the law doesn’t let 
them live and work according to their own values under their 
own roof. Something has gone badly wrong with our equality 
laws when good, decent people like Peter and Hazelmary are 
penalised but extremist hate preachers are protected’.
Let us pray that we will be delivered from those homosexuals 
and others in our society who hate our Christian ethics and are 
determined to destroy our Christian heritage.

Couple Married for 75 Years 
Christian Institute

A couple who married in 1936 have spoken of their devotion 
to each other saying they are ‘more in love now than ever’. 

Lionel, 99, and Ellen Buxton, who is 100, met in 1930 while 
both working in a factory in London. Mrs Buxton told the 
Sunday Mirror that they ‘keep each other going’ and that being 
good friends has kept them happy.
The couple got to know each other at a cable factory in 
Woolwich where Lionel Buxton was an apprentice engineer 
and Ellen was a machinist. ‘I always looked forward to her 
needing my help as it gave me a chance to talk to her. We got 
on so well, went on a few dates together and became a couple’, 
he said. They married in July 1936 and stayed in London for the 
next 48 years. ‘We would have loved to get married sooner, but 
we could not afford it’, Lionel commented.
Last year a couple in America who were married for over 70 
years and ‘just loved being together’ died whilst holding hands. 

Rev Maurice J Roberts
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Gordon and Norma Yeager lay side-by-side in hospital after 
a car crash. After Gordon died, his heart monitor was still 
beeping as Norma’s heartbeat was passing through his hands. 
The couple were survived by two children, 14 grandchildren, 
29 great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild.
God instituted marriage. What a blessing it can be! How sad to see 
it trampled upon in our day!

Syria – Persecution 
Barnabas Fund

Around 100 Christians have been killed since the anti-
government unrest began. Children are being especially 

targeted by the kidnappers, who, if they do not receive the 
ransom demanded, kill the victim. Two Christian men, one 
aged 28, the other a 37-year-old father with a pregnant wife, 
were kidnapped by the rebels in separate incidents and later 
found dead: the first was found hanged with numerous injuries; 
the second was cut into pieces and thrown in a river. Four 
more have been abducted, and their captors are threatening 
to kill them too. On 15th January two Christians were killed 
as they waited for bread at a bakery. Another Christian, aged 
40 with two young children, was shot dead by three armed 
attackers while he was driving a vehicle.
These latest reports recall the anti-Christian attacks that have 
become commonplace in Iraq since the 2003 US-led invasion, 
and heighten concerns about the future for Christians in Syria 
as the anti-government protests there continue.
Pray for our brothers and sisters in Syria, that they will know the 
Lord’s peace at this tumultuous time, and pray particularly for all 
those who have been bereaved in the ongoing conflict. Pray that the 
Lord will protect His people. Pray too that Western governments will 
have wisdom and insight as they consider what to do.

Laos – Persecution
Barnabas Fund

Christians in Natoo village, Palansai district, Savannakhet 
province, Laos, were told by village officials, ‘If you want 

to live in our village, you must cease all beliefs and practices 
in the Christian faith’. The heads of the four Christian families 
were summoned to a meeting with the village authorities 
on 21 December and told that all 47 Christians living in the 
village must give up their faith in Christ and cease all Sunday 
worship meetings. Natoo village church was formed two years 
ago, and Christians hold weekly worship services in the home 
of the church leader, Mr Sompu.

Uganda Persecution
Barnabas Fund

Pastor Umar Mulinde had acid thrown in his face and on 
his back outside his church in Kampala, Uganda, on 24th 

December 2011. The substance caused burns to the right side 
of his face, neck and arms, and partially blinded his right eye. 
The attack occurred in the church car park, shortly after the 
conclusion of a seven-day evangelistic campaign. Pastor Umar 
later testified, ‘I was attacked by a man who claimed to be a 
Christian. He called out to me shouting ‘pastor, pastor’, and as 
I turned to see who he was, he poured acid which burnt part 
of my face. As I turned away from the attacker, another man 
poured the liquid on my back and ran away shouting “Allah 
Akbar [God is great]”’. The pastor was quickly rushed to a 
hospital in Kampala by church members.
Pastor Umar, a convert from Islam and former sheikh, had 

been receiving threats for some time; it is believed that he was 
targeted because of his conversion to Christianity and strong 
criticism of the Islamic faith. The 38-year-old father of six had 
also been a key opponent of Muslim plans to introduce Kadhi 
courts (sharia courts) in Uganda.
Pastor Umar was moved to a medical centre in Israel on 5th 
January, after it was decided that he needed more advanced 
treatment. In an update from his hospital bed on 25th January, 
Pastor Umar said that he is still in pain, having had two skin-
graft operations on his face. Treatment is continuing on his 
right eye, which was severely damaged. Barnabas Fund is 
assisting with the costs of surgery.
Pray that Pastor Umar will know the Lord’s comfort in his pain and 
that he will be healed from the physical and emotional trauma of 
his ordeal.
Pray for his attackers, that they may come to know Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Saviour, and that they will repent of their actions.

Job opportunity with Lovewise
Chris Richards

Lovewise is a national charity that provides presentations 
and materials for schools and churches on the subjects of 

marriage, sex and relationships from a Christian perspective. 
They wish to develop and hope to employ a Publicity and 
Distribution Manager. They are seeking to appoint a mature 
Christian to fill this new post, through which they hope 
to increase awareness of their work and promote their 
resources more widely. It will be full-time with a salary of £18-
24,000 per annum. The post will be based in Newcastle upon 
Tyne. A job description and application form are available on 
request. Email: info@lovewise.org.uk, Tel: 0191 281 3636. The 
closing date is 11th April 2012.

Legacy

A legacy of almost £50,000 was left to the congregation 
of Knightswood by Miss Mary Drummond who passed 

away on the 27th of December 2011. The congregation are 
greatly encouraged. From a situation which in January 2000 
left them with no property they now possess a flat bought in 
2007 for £97,000, the mortgage of which, at the current rate 
of repayment, should be paid off in early 2013. They also have 
the rent-free use of a church building which, although there is 
some dispute as to the title, they hope will eventually be theirs 
too. This money will help further. God provides, Jehovah Jireh, 
praise His name!

Pastor Umar Mulinde after the attack
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Books
Archibald G Brown,

Spurgeon’s Successor
Iain H Murray

Banner of Truth Trust
hbk, 405pp, £16.00

Archibald Brown (1844-1922) is not 
as well known as he should be. For 

thirty years (1867-1897) he laboured in 
Stepney Green Baptist Church which later 
built the East London Tabernacle. This was 
a three-thousand-seater church, built to 
accommodate the crowds which flocked to 
the church. His ministry made an impact on 
the lives of thousands converted under his 
powerful preaching. Many of the poor and 
needy were helped by the orphanages, soup 
kitchens, accommodation for the elderly, 
etc which he was instrumental in providing. 
Before going to Stepney Green he ministered 
for a few years in Bromley in Kent. When he 
resigned from the East London Tabernacle 
due to the crushing work-load he became 
minister of Chatsworth Road Baptist Church 
in south London, 1897-1907. From 1907 till 
1910 he was minister of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London taking over from 
Thomas Spurgeon who succeeded his father. 
He then spent his declining years supporting 
small churches all over the world – Jamaica, 
South Africa, Australia, etc.
Iain Murray, as usual excelling in his 
biographical writings, produces a book 
which is informative, edifying and readable. 
It is wonderful to see Brown’s Calvinism 
and his zeal for souls combined. His fight, 
alongside his great friend C H Spurgeon, 
for the authority and infallibility of Scripture 
and for the substitutionary atonement 
of Christ is challenging. His opposition 
to the introduction of amusements and 
entertainment into churches and his 
rejection of instrumental music in worship 
is to be applauded. Most of all we can surely 
learn from the stress he laid on corporate 
prayer as vital to the well-being of a church.
A highly commended treat to read.

What is a Reformed 
Church?

Malcolm H Watts
Reformation Heritage Books

pbk, 164pp, $9.00

We would not normally turn to a Baptist 
to obtain an excellent treatment of 

‘What is a Reformed church?’, but then Pastor 
Malcolm Watts is no ordinary Baptist. He is 
the nearest thing possible to a ‘Presbyterian’ 
Baptist. His congregation must be one of 
the best run and best instructed churches in 
the British Isles. Not only do they worship 
God as He has prescribed with Psalms only 
(without instrumental accompaniment), but 
they listen appreciatively to deep, solid, 
logical sermons well over an hour in length, 
three times a week. The congregation has 
grown considerably over the forty-one 
years during which he has ministered to 
them and now has a Sabbath attendance of 
one hundred and fifty.
This book arose from a number of addresses 
given at a conference in Australia some 
years ago. It is orderly, clear, easy to read 
and comprehensive as far as it goes in the 
treatment of this subject. It does not of 
course deal with the subject of Baptism. 
Chapters include Reformed doctrine, right 
worship, the government of the church, 
church discipline, Reformed evangelism and 
maintaining the Reformed faith. It would be 
an excellent book to give to young Christians 
or to someone who recently came to the 
church from another background.
An example of what Pastor Watts writes is 
as follows: ‘Some people have all “light” in 
their religion. They can recite large sections 
of the confession and the larger and shorter 
catechisms – and no doubt a great deal 
more besides. Yet it seems to be all “light”. 
True Reformed Christianity is “light” and 
“heat”. It is fire. The “light” of knowledge is 
attended with the “heat” of holy concern 
and of passion for the salvation of sinners. 
You can feel the “heat” in Paul’s words to 
the church at Rome: “I say the truth in 
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Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow 
in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh” 
(Rom.9:1-3)’.
This is a highly recommended and easily read little book.

William Macleod

The Beauty and Glory of Christ
Edited by Joel R Beeke

Reformation Heritage Books
hbk, 241pp, £18.99

The 2010 Puritan Reformed Conference in Grand Rapids 
was, by all accounts, a particularly blessed occasion, and, 

having heard this, I had already taken the opportunity to 
listen to some of the audio lectures. When given this book 
for review, which brings together all the lectures and papers 
from the Conference, I was glad to have the opportunity to 
go through the written material, as my preference is to read 
rather than listen to recordings.
The focus could hardly be better: this is a book about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with the chapters ordered logically, so that 
we first consider Christ prophesied in the Old Testament, 
then Christ’s glory in His life and death, His significance in 
human history and theology, and conclude with His glorious 
exaltation. The 16 lectures are concise and well-edited, 
averaging just 12 pages apiece, academically rigorous yet 
devotional and heart-warming, and the contributors include 
some great American preachers, such as Dr Beeke himself, and 
Al Martin, now retired, and also three Scots, our own David 
Murray, Iain D Campbell of Point Free Church and David 
Carmichael, an evangelical Church of Scotland minister from 
Lesmahagow.
Despite the unity of theme, there is considerable diversity 
in the style of the papers. One possible fault would be the 
decision to commence with David Murray’s survey of the 
servant songs of Isaiah, which is more academic in tone, and 
typically of his scholarship, includes plentiful sub-divisions, 
bullet-points, diagrams, blizzards of proof-texts, and yet 
somehow manages to finish on a warmly devotional note. It’s 
a remarkable achievement as a survey of such a challenging 
group of passages within small compass, but may initially be 
off-putting for the non-academic reader.  
Those looking for a more accessible starting-point will 
find David Carmichael’s two sermons on the life of Christ 
warmly devotional and exegetical. His chapter ‘Master of 
Storms’ is a well-applied, encouraging message on Christ’s 
sovereignty in the ups and downs of the believer’s life, while 
‘Master of Stress’ is a powerful exposition of the crucifixion 
narratives. The latter title may be a case of a preacher falling 
prey to the temptations of alliteration, as ‘stress’, as used in 
our culture, scarcely does justice to our Lord’s experiences 
at Gethsemane, Gabbatha and Golgotha. But Carmichael is 
too faithful an exegete to let an inadequate theme blunt his 
sermon, and the real message of Christ’s absolute power and 
control throughout the whole experience of redemption 
anticipated and accomplished comes through with clarity and 

power.
Iain D Campbell, whatever view we may have of him as an 
ecclesiastic, is at his best here as a warm and Christ-centred 
preacher, and his two lectures on the Song of Solomon are 
highlights of the volume. One is a survey, urging preachers, 
against current trends, to retain understanding of the book’s 
significance as typical of Christ’s relationship with His church. 
Campbell persuasively advances the theory that the Shulamite 
should be identified historically with the daughter of Pharaoh 
(1 Kings 3:1), and, as such, as eminently suitable to typify the 
unworthy Gentile believer drawn into the love of Christ. The 
second message focusses especially on the texts, ‘My beloved 
is mine and I am his’, ‘I am my beloved’s and my beloved is 
mine’ and ‘I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me’ 
(Song 2:16; 6:3; 7:10). Campbell considers each text in turn, 
showing how the Shulamite matures in her love through the 
Song, focussing more and more on her Beloved rather than 
on herself, reflecting the experience of the believer maturing 
through sanctification.
The contribution I enjoyed most was by a PCA minister, 
Richard D Phillips, on the ‘Glory of Christ’s Incarnation’, 
showing how even in His humiliation Christ was the exegesis 
(John 1:18) of the glory of God. The same writer also gives 
a very clear and closely argued defence of the doctrine of 
Christ’s imputed righteousness, currently under heavy assault 
from ‘neo-evangelical’ theologians like NT Wright. The papers 
by Al Martin, Joel Beeke and Jerry Bilkes need no higher 
commendation than that they are up to their usual standard. 
Papers by Ray Pennings, on the Christian view of politics, 
and William VanDoodewaard on the Marrow controversy 
are more specialised in terms of interest, and do not flow 
quite so naturally from the conference theme, yet I found 
both interesting reading, if perhaps not ground-breaking. The 
two concluding sermons by James Grier on the exaltation of 
Christ are a fittingly triumphant end to the collection, lifting 
our minds to the eternal glory that Christ will enjoy in His 
Kingdom.  
This whole collection is warmly recommended as devotional 
yet stimulating material, and eminently Christ-centred. For 
those who are not readers, all the talks are freely available 
online at www.Sermonaudio.com, and are well worth a listen.

Alasdair Macleod
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The prophet Malachi (his name means ‘my messenger’) 
was directed by God to bring serious charges against 
post-exilic Israel. Although greatly blessed by the return 

to their land, the rebuilding of the Temple and restoration 
of worship, they had over a period of time so degenerated 
spiritually that they could be accused by God of Doubting His 
Love (1:2-5), Despising His Name (1:6-14), Defiling His Priesthood 
(2:1-9), Debasing His Covenant (2:10-16), Denying His Justice 
(2:17-3:5), Defaulting on His Dues (3:6-12) and Declaiming His 
Service (3:13-4:3). As these indictments are pressed home, 
various vital truths about God become clear. In 3:6 God said 
‘For I am the Lord – I change not’. The problem was that Israel 
had changed in her view of and relation to God and needed to 
repent and return to Him – or suffer the consequences. Note 
five of these truths about God.

1  The Name of God
Specific reference is made to the ‘name’ of God in every 
chapter and ten times in all throughout the book – in Mal.1:6 
(twice), 11 (three times), 14; 2:2, 5; 3:16 and 4:2. There are 
many distinctive names or titles attributed to God throughout 
the Bible and these all show different aspects of His character, 
purposes and will. He is called, for example, Elohim, the Creator 
God; El Elyon, ‘possessor of heaven and earth’; Jehovah-Jireh, 
‘the Lord will provide’; Jehovah-Shalom, ‘the Lord our peace’; 
Jehovah-Tsidkenu, ‘the Lord our righteousness’; and many 
others. All of these names speak of God’s attributes and not 
only tell who He is but what He is like. So the name of God is 
more than simply a particular designation by which we refer 
to the Almighty; it represents all that He is in His Person. It is 
the revelation He gives of Himself to us in the Scriptures. We 
are told in Exodus 34:5-7 that the Lord stood with Moses on 
Mount Sinai and ‘proclaimed the name of the Lord’ declaring 
some of the attributes which reveal His nature. The Psalms of 
David are full of God’s self-disclosure of His character through 
His name. In Psalm 9:10 we discover that God’s name is seen 
in His faithfulness. Again, David parallels God’s righteousness 
and His name in Psalm 7:17. And when he said ‘Some trust in 
chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name 
of the Lord our God’ in Psalm 20:7, he is reminding us of the 
omnipotent power of God.
Now, in Malachi’s day, Israel despised God’s name (1:6). His holy 
reputation was at stake because of His people’s backsliding, 
spiritual indifference and apathy. And in this the priests, the 
spiritual leaders of the people, were the chief culprits. The 
responsibility for the spiritual health of the people rested 
upon them. They were to guard the sanctuary, to make sure 
that nothing went on within the temple of God that was 
unseemly or took away from the character and the reputation 
of the Almighty. But far from protecting God’s name, they 
were actually engaged in offering unworthy and unacceptable 
sacrifices – and they thought they were doing OK! These men 

had deluded themselves into thinking that when it came to 
the worship of God, when it came to their offerings and their 
execution of the ministry of the priesthood, something was 
better than nothing. But God’s name, reputation, character 
was at stake and He would rather have seen the temple closed 
than His name being despised and the Israelites playing at 
religion, honouring Him with their mouth, when their hearts 
were far from Him. And we have to remember today that God 
is jealous for His name – for His character and reputation. 
Slovenly, irreverent, hypocritical worship is as unacceptable 
from us as it was from Israel in Malachi’s day.

2  The Fear of God
Here again every chapter of the prophecy contains a reference 
to the fear of God – or fear of His name: 1:6; 2:5; 3:5, 16(twice) 
and 4:2. For the most part the people of the day had lost the 
fear of God. I wonder if Christians today, to a large extent, 
even know what the fear of the Lord is? I am not thinking of 
that abject dread of God that makes us tremble in frightened 
apprehension of Him. That should be a reality for every sinner 
who has no personal knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and 
peace with God through the reconciling grace of Christ. No! 
I am thinking now of that fear which is reverential awe and 
which leads to the honour and adoration of, and obedience 
to, God. But when the name of God is despised, and there is 
no true appreciation of His Person and character then it is 
inevitable that  there will be an absence of godly fear.
That this was evident in Israel at the time of Malachi is 
shown by the priests’ acceptance of blemished sacrifices, their 
irreverence and their perverting the teaching of the law to suit 
their own ends. Following the lead of the priests, the people 
had also strayed from their covenant obligations into marriage 
with people of other religions, marital infidelity, not paying 
tithes and ungodly talk against the Lord.
Sadly we can see the same thing today. Like Israel in Malachi’s 
day, today the church, particularly in the West, has allowed the 
world in which it lives to squeeze it into its mould. The result 
is that there is now little difference between the way the world 
lives, and the conduct of many of those that profess to be 
God’s people! The authority and requirements of the Word of 
God in relation to worship, marriage, divorce, stewardship and 
social interaction are either carelessly ignored or deliberately 
rejected. And then people wonder why the presence and 
power of God seem to be absent! Paul describes the world 
of sinners in Romans 3:18 as those regarding whom ‘there 
is no fear of God before their eyes’. Tragically, that can also 
be said of much of the professing church today and until 
she recovers an awareness of the glory, holiness, might and 
majesty of God and bows before Him in submissive awe and 
reverent obedience, she cannot expect His favour. But, thank 
God, there was a remnant which feared His name in Malachi’s 
day. Let us see that we fear and serve Him. 

The Revelation of God through Malachi
Rev Sam Watson

Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Finaghy, Northern Ireland.
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Dr Joel R Beeke

3  The Love of God 
At the very outset of the prophecy God’s love for His 
people is questioned – ‘wherein hast thou loved us?’ And so 
God, through His prophet, clearly shows how His love was 
revealed in His choice of Israel (1:2), His making with them a 
covenant of life and peace (2:5), His unchanging commitment 
to the nation in spite of its sins (3:6) and His delight in His 
treasured possession of those who feared and honoured 
His name (3:16,17). Thus God’s love to Israel was shown 
to be unconditional, sovereign, electing and everlasting love. 
And they had lost sight of this, which led to the problem of 
spiritual degeneration – of living faith deteriorating into empty 
formalism, doubt and unbelief. So the first step of renewal that 
Malachi gave these people was to get them touched again by 
the eternal never-changing love of God. 
Do we not need that same touch? It is so easy to drift into a 
careless formality in worship, a coldness of heart towards God, 
a forgetfulness of God’s goodness and an apathy of affection 
towards God. We can become so familiar with the glorious 
gospel of God’s saving grace in Christ that we don’t thrill to 
its message and reality as we should. The edge goes from our 
spiritual lives and a lack of reality stealthily creeps into our 
Christian experience. And we need to be overwhelmed afresh 
by His love for us – that He chose us in grace, that the Saviour 
died for us and shed His blood in love for us, and has drawn 
us to Himself, and one day will make us perfect, so much so 
that we will be like Him, seeing Him as He is! Surely that must 
deliver us from dead orthodoxy into a renewed, living, vital, 
loving relationship with Jesus Christ!

4  The Wrath of God
The Wrath of God is as real an attribute of God as His love, 

but, by and large, it has become a taboo subject today. And 
yet the Bible emphasises the reality and terror of God’s 
wrath. A W Pink says in his The Attributes of God: ‘A study of 
the concordance will show that there are more references 
in Scripture to the anger, fury and wrath of God than there 
are to his love and tenderness’. In Malachi, God’s wrath is 
illustrated by His attitude towards Edom (1:4), His threatening 
to curse the priests for their irreverence (2:1,2,9), and 
Malachi’s warning of the coming Day of Judgement (4:1). In 
the latter, Malachi gives a very graphic description of what it 
will be like in the Day of the Lord and its ultimate fulfilment 
when the Lord Jesus Christ will come to judge this world. 
‘Behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven’. The oven 
is a picture of the fierce heat, the swift destruction that God 
will administer in that Day. Hell-fire and brimstone preaching 
is not popular today, but this fire that is spoken of concerning 
God’s wrath is a greater fire than the world has ever seen. So 
fierce and terrible it is, that Isaiah (2:10-19) in his day urged 
people, in light of that day, to flee. Revelation says that the 
kings of the earth, the great men and the chief captains will 
cry for the rocks and the mountains to hide them from the 
wrath, the fiery indignation of the Lord. It is the day of the 
Lord’s vengeance. The stars of heaven will be dissolved, and 
the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll (Is.34:4). And that 
day is coming! And all unbelievers – who are ungodly and 
wicked in refusing to believe the truth as it is in Jesus – will be 
separated from believers and cast out to be burnt like straw! 
The doctrine of eternal punishment is totally Scriptural, and 
you ignore it at your eternal peril. The Bible urges you to ‘flee 
from the wrath to come’. And the only refuge from that wrath 
is in Him who fully bore it at Calvary for all those who trust 
in Him – the Lord Jesus Christ.

'In the latter, Malachi gives a very 
graphic description of what it will be 

like in the Day of the Lord and its 
ultimate fulfilment when the Lord Jesus 
Christ will come to judge this world. 

‘Behold, the day cometh, that shall burn 
as an oven’. The oven is a picture of 
the fierce heat, the swift destruction 
that God will administer in that Day.'
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5  The Grace of God
Malachi’s message contained both encouragements and 
warnings. He presented the facts of God’s wrath and God’s 
love to his contemporaries in an attempt to move them to 
repentance. Being alive to the goodness and love of God and 
the wrath from which they have been saved will always lead 
true believers to seek God afresh. But those who can look 
upon the love of God and presumptuously go on in their sins 
only betray the counterfeit nature of their profession of faith. 
And arrogant religious hypocrites, who shed no tears over 
sins, are warned of judgment to come, so that they might be 
brought to true repentance, casting themselves upon God. 
And one of the most encouraging, yet challenging, verses is 
3:7: ‘Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord 
of Hosts’. Of course, to return to God involves repentance. 
But repentance is always specific and practical. Malachi 
exposed and dealt with concrete issues and definite situations. 
Offering of blemished sacrifices had to stop. Mixed religion 
marriages had to stop. Adulterous thoughts had to stop. Their 
tithing practices had to change. Their cynical language about 
God had to cease and be replaced by the language of faith. 
Repentance means specific, practical changes born of the 
fear and love of God. So Malachi laid before his people every 
encouragement to turn to God afresh. As they repented and 
started living as they should, the surrounding nations would 

begin to see something of God in them and Israel would begin 
to fulfil that purpose of being a light to the Gentiles for which 
God chose them (1:11; 3:12). As they heard God’s rebukes for 
their sins and His calls to repentance, they ought to see in 
them God’s gracious purpose of seeking to refine them and 
do them good (3:2). When God stops speaking to us, to leave 
us to our own devices, then we are in an awful situation. ‘My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man’. That spells disaster! 
Thus Malachi encouraged Israel by his assertion from God 
that sincere obedience would lead to God’s pouring out His 
blessing upon them. To those who whole-heartedly sought 
God, He would ‘open the windows of heaven, and pour out a 
blessing, that that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it’ (3:10). He encouraged his people further to renew their 
obedience by his description of those who, with all their 
failings, nevertheless responded to God’s Word sincerely. He 
called them God’s sons and a treasured possession (3:17). 
Such people could have assurance in the face of the coming 
day of the Lord (4:2).
No one serves God and loses, just as ultimately no one tests 
God and escapes. Rather, they miss out on the true and 
eternal rest that is the inheritance of the saints. Those who 
mock the gospel will go to eternal destruction, but those who 
fear the Lord receive what they most desire – eternal life in 
His presence forever.

   2012 2012 2011
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Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen  900 1,800 1,800
Duthil-Dores  660 2,156 2,470
Inverness  2000 4,000 4,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 2000 2,000 2,800
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Assynt & Scourie  0 0 0
Brora   1900 2,400 2,000
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Tarbat   2000 2,000 1,000
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Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
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Harris - Leverburgh 1200 2,350 2,200
Harris - Scalpay  1800 3,600 3,400
Knock & Point  1150 2,300 2,250
North Uist  1000 2,000 2,000
Stornoway  6683 12,617 14,068
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Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  1000 2,000 2,000
Duirinish (Waternish) 500 1,000 1,215
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Portree   1400 2,800 2,400
Snizort   1200 2,400 2,400
Strath   200 600 80
Total Skye   7949 14,449 13,296

Total Congregations  37757 68,974 71,196

Other Donations  5,788 8,795 4,677
Legacy 0 0 0

TOTAL  43,545 77,769 75,872
Including Gift Aid   0 0
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Ladder, pole and cord will be of no use to straighten the 
bent tree; it should have been looked after much earlier. 
Train trees when they are saplings and young lads before 

the down comes on their chins. If you want a bullfinch to pipe, 
whistle to him while he is young; he will scarcely catch the tune 
after he has learnt the wild bird’s note. Begin early to teach, 
for children begin early to sin. Catch them young and you may 
hope to keep them.

Ere your boy has reached to seven,
Teach him well the way to heaven;

Better still the work will thrive,
If he learns before he’s five.

What is learned young is learned for life. What we hear at 
the first we remember to the last. The bent twig grows up a 
crooked tree. Horse-breakers say:

The tricks a colt getteth at his first backing,
Will whilst he continueth never be lacking.

When a boy is rebellious, conquer him, and do it well the first 
time, that there may be no need to do it again. A child’s first 
lesson should be obedience, and after that you may teach it 
what you please: yet the young mind must not be laced too 
tight, or you may hurt its growth and hinder its strength. They 
say a daft nurse makes a wise child, but I do not believe it: 
nobody needs so much common sense as a mother. It does 
not do to be always thwarting; and yet remember if you give a 
child his will and a whelp his fill, both will surely turn out ill. A 
child’s back must be made to bend, but it must not be broken. 
He must be ruled, but not with a rod of iron. His spirit must 
be conquered, but not crushed.
Nature does sometimes overcome nurture, but for the most 
part the teacher wins the day. Children are what they are 
made: the pity is that so many are spoiled in the bringing up. 
A child may be rocked too hard; you may spoil him either by 
too much cuffing or too much kissing. I knew two boys who 
had a Christian mother, but she always let them have their 
own way. The consequence was that when they grew up they 
took to drinking and low company and soon spent the fortune 
their father left them. No one controlled them and they had 
no control over themselves, and so they just rattled along the 
broad road like butcher boys with runaway horses, and there 
was no stopping them. A birch or two worn out upon them 
when they were little would have been a good use of timber.
Still, a child can be treated too hardly, and especially he can be 
shut up too many hours in school, when a good run and a game 

of play would 
do him more 
good. Cows 
don’t give 
any the more 
milk for being 
often milked, 
nor do 
children learn 
any more 
because of 
very long hours in a hot room.
A boy can be driven to learn till he loses half his wits: forced 
fruits have little flavour; a man at five is a fool at fifteen. If you 
make veal of the calf he will never turn to beef. Yet learning may 
be left so long that the little dunce is always behindhand.
There’s a medium in everything and he is a good father who 
hits upon it, so that he governs his family with love, and his 
family loves to be governed by him. Some are like Eli, who 
let his sons sin and only chided them a little; these will turn 
out to be cruel parents in the long run: others are too strict, 
and make home miserable, and so drive the youngsters to 
the wrong road in another way. Tight clothes are very apt to 
tear, and hard laws are often broken: but loose garments tear 
too, and where there are no laws at all, things are sure to go 
amiss. So you see it is easy to err on either side, and hard to 
dance the tight-rope of wisdom. Depend on it, he who has a 
wife and bairns will never be short of care to carry. See what 
we get when we come to marry, yet many there are who will 
not tarry.
In these days children have a deal too much of their own way, 
and often make their mothers and fathers their slaves. It has 
come to a fine pass when the goslings teach the geese, and the 
kittens rule the cat: it is the upsetting of everything, and no 
parent ought to put up with it. It is as bad for the boys and 
girls as it is for the grown folk, and it brings out the worst 
side of their characters. I would sooner be a cat on hot bricks, 
or a toad under a harrow, than let my own children be my 
masters. No, the head must be the head, or it will hurt the 
whole body.

For children out of place
Are a father’s disgrace,

If you rule not you’ll rue,
For they’ll quickly rule you.

You may Bend the Sapling, 
but not the Tree!

C H Spurgeon
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“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 

his faith is counted for righteousness.”

Romans 4:4-5
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