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Every Christian is a servant of the Lord. We serve our 
heavenly Master and also serve one another. When you 
become a Christian you accept Jesus as your Saviour 

and put your trust in Him. But you also accept Him as Lord. 
You must accept Him as a person – the whole Christ. He 
becomes your Prophet, Priest and King. Like Saul of Tarsus 
on the Damascus road you ask, ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?’ (Acts 9:6). This is a mark of the genuine Christian. We 
wish to please Him. 
Some talk of ‘carnal Christians’ and mean by that those who 
accept Jesus as Saviour but not as Lord. With some kind of 
‘second blessing’ or special decision or dedication experience 
they may reach a new level of Christian experience. Now they 
are holy, with Christ ruling in their hearts. But Jesus says: ‘Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven’ (Mt.7:21). Only those who in reality accept 
Christ as Lord will enter heaven. ‘Carnal Christians’ are not 
Christians at all. There can be no true acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour without also accepting Him as Master. We are enemies 
of Christ by nature and will not have this man to rule over 
us (Lk.19:14). But we are made willing in a day of His power. 
Conversion involves repentance and without repentance, 
whatever decision is made, or experience enjoyed, the 
individual is still dead in trespasses and sins. We must repent 
of our self-will and bow in submission to the Lord.

The Motive – Love
The motive for obedience and service is love. ‘If ye love me, 
keep my commandments’ (John 14:15). If we love Christ it 
is because He first loved us. ‘We love him, because he first 
loved us’ (1Jn.4:19). He won us with His love. That love which 
we have for Him becomes the great motive in our hearts to 
cause us to serve Him. When you love someone you wish 
to please them. Because we love Him we love His worship, 
His name and honour, His day, His church and His work. Paul 
was the hardest working of all the apostles. He planted many 
churches and cared for them. He suffered much persecution 
and also hardship for the benefit of the church. He explains 
what the motive was for his amazing life: ‘For the love of 
Christ constraineth us’ (2Cor.5:14). The compelling force and 
encouragement in striving for holiness is love. It is also the 
motive for serving others and doing good works.

The Rule – Scripture
Christ, who is our Master, has given us the Bible. He guides 
us through His Word. Everything we need to know is there. 
There is a sufficiency in Scripture for salvation and the 
Christian life. The Bible is the rule to direct us how we are 
to glorify and enjoy Him. Christ is called the Logos or Word 
because He reveals the Father to us and tells us what we 
are to believe. The Word also directs us in Christian service. 
This is why we should always be reading and studying the 
Scriptures and asking God to help us to apply them in our 

lives. Pray for guidance and search the Scriptures because 
‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path’ 
(Ps.119:105).

The Attitude – Humility
In everything we do our attitude must be humility. This is 
hard for us because pride is very easy and natural. We love 
to show off or at least somehow to impress our fellow men. 
Wrongly we seek the praise of men when we should be 
concerned rather what God thinks of us. In this we have to 
be careful too because self-righteousness arises easily  – the 
idea that we are earning God’s favour by what we do. No, 
rather our faith must be in the good works of Christ. Our 
own good works are simply an expression of our thankfulness 
and indebtedness to God. John Knox was the great Reformer 
of Scotland in the 16th Century. When he was dying he was 
heard to groan in his unconsciousness. When he woke he was 
asked was something troubling him. ‘Yes’, he replied, ‘the devil 
had been tempting me to believe that I had done some great 
work for the church of God in Scotland’. Pride spoils our 
Christian service. Salvation is all of grace. All glory must go to 
God. ‘Freely ye have received, freely give’ (Mt.10:8).

An Example 
Jesus sets a great example before His church in John 13. It 
was the last proper Passover and the one at which the Lord’s 
Supper would be instituted. Jesus and His disciples came 
to the upper room to keep the feast. Generally it was the 
lowest servant who would wash the dusty feet when people 
entered the house. But none of the disciples wished to take 
that place. They began to eat while their feet were still dirty, 
sweaty and uncomfortable. At last Jesus got up, took a basin 
of water and a towel, and began to wash His disciples’ feet. 
Peter was horrified. He exclaimed, ‘Thou shalt never wash 
my feet’. Then we read ‘Jesus answered him, If I wash thee 
not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, 
Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus 
saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit’ (Jn.13:8-10). Having completed 
the task Jesus sat down and said, ‘Know ye what I have done 
to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done to you’ (vv.12-15). 
What a tremendous example! We should be prepared to do 
the lowest jobs for one another. Humility and an attitude of 
service are vital to real Christianity.

Worship
Our greatest and most necessary service to God is worship. 
We were created to glorify Him. We worship Him because 
He created us but especially because, following our sin and 
rebellion, He redeemed us. Worship is to be performed on 
our own in private, in the family and also in the church. Our 

The Christian's Service to God
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worship has to be regulated by God’s Word. The Second 
Commandment states plainly that we are not to worship 
with idols or images or pictures. This excludes crosses, rosary 
beads, or anything like that. ‘God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth’ (Jn.4:24). 
Our worship is to be regulated by God’s Word. It is dangerous 
to come to God with worship which he has not commanded. 
Nadab and Abihu (Lev.10:1ff) took censers and offered strange 
fire and God killed them. This was worship not commanded 
by God. He has laid down the pattern of worship which had 
to be followed. Uzzah was struck down dead when he tried 
to be helpful and support the ark of the covenant when the 
oxen were shaking the cart on which it was carried. God had 
ordained that only the Levites were to carry the ark. ‘And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote 
him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God’ 
(2Sam.6:7). And God has not changed. He is still a consuming 
fire who must be worshipped with reverence and godly fear 
(Heb.12:29). 
Many things might appear fine to us. We enjoy worshipping God 
in a certain way. But the question is not what do we enjoy but 
what does God enjoy? Does God approve of it? ‘Which things 
have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship’ (Col.2:23), but 
that is not good enough. Will worship is worshipping as we 
will. No, we must listen to God’s Word and worship Him only 
as He requires. Lutherans and Anglicans argue that it is all right 
to worship in any way which God has not forbidden. Rather 
we are to worship Him only as He specifies. The golden calves 
of Jeroboam were an abomination to the Lord (1Kings 12:29-
30). ‘God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth’ (Jn.4:24). Worship is to be spiritual. 

It is to be in the Holy 
Spirit and according 
to His Word. 

Place of women 
in the church
God lays down the 
different roles of men and women in worshipping Him: 
‘Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to 
be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is 
a shame for women to speak in the church’ (1Cor.14:34-35). 
Paul gives a fuller treatment in his First Epistle to Timothy: ‘I 
will therefore that men (the Greek word is males) pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. In 
like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh 
women professing godliness) with good works. Let the 
woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but 
to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 
in the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in 
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness 
with sobriety’ (1Tim.2:8-15). The qualifications for eldership 
specify clearly that it is an office only for men (1Tim.3:1ff). It 
is very plain that God has set down that men are to preach 
in the church and to lead in the worship. Only men should be 
ordained as elders and ministers.

'Many things might appear fine to us. We enjoy 
worshipping God in a certain way. But the question 
is not what do we enjoy but what does God enjoy? 

Does God approve of it?'

Dear friends, 

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 
I am very thankful to report that the Lord has remained 
faithful to us, and as a result, I am able to send some news 

from the mission field to you all. 

Family
By the grace of God, we are doing very well. As you may know, 
we have now moved to Vavuniya. Amazingly, God has provided 
us with a nice home which is in a good, safe location. We were 
quite busy as a result of our house move. It was physically 
tiring, but the prospect of setting up our home together on 

Sri Lanka Mission, May-June Update
Rev Shanmugam Partheepan
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our own was, and is, exciting. God has been very good to us 
during all these difficulties. We are not completely settled yet, 
because my wife’s work transfer has still to be granted by the 
hospital. We are praying, knowing God’s timing on this matter 
is best. Our new house is in the very centre of Vavuniya. Both 
the bus and train stations are easily accessible, and the house 
is also very close to the hospital. 

Ministry
We had a house warming on Saturday the 2nd of June. Some 
of our friends and relatives joined with us for our celebration 
at 5:00pm. I asked the Trinity RP church worker in Jaffna to 
bring the Word of God to us. While we were in Jaffna, we had 
worshipped with him. I had asked him specifically to preach on 
Acts 10:34-43, where Peter preached Christ to Cornelius and 
his company. He preached well and it was a very blessed time 
for us. After his address, I explained briefly about our church 
vision and concluded by giving thanks to those who supported 
us. I had bought some good Christian Tamil books and gave 
them to those who were interested. Some of the people were 
very appreciative. 
Many of our friends and relatives stayed at our house 
overnight that Saturday. They asked me to conduct worship 
the following morning. Along with our relatives and friends, 
two families from the Trinity RP Church in Trinco worshipped 
with us, as they had heard we were to have a morning service. 
In all, that first Sunday morning, twenty to thirty people 
worshipped with us. We had a very blessed service. After 
the service, the visiting families invited me to their relatives’ 
homes and introduced me to them. We visited more than ten 
families. Some of them wanted me to pray for them and I did. 
I am planning to visit them on a regular basis DV. 
Prior to the evening service all our family and friends left for 
home. However, one of my friends from a Reformed Baptist 
church in Batticaloa had hired a minibus and came for the 
evening service. I had been to preach at this Baptist church 
many times. That evening, fifteen of them came to the service. 
Their pastor and his wife also attended. After the service we 
had a time of fellowship with them. 
On Sunday the 10th of June, ten people worshipped with us. 
They included our friend Ranjan and his family (who had come 
from Singapore), a local friend, Mr Maran (and his family), and a 
widow and her daughter. It was a really encouraging time. On 
Sunday the 17th of June, the Maran family, two of our friends 
and my mum also worshipped with us. Altogether, seven of us 
worshipped on this occasion. I am currently writing gospel 
tracts in Tamil for distribution. I have no one to help in the 
ground work at this point. If I could find anyone to help 
support me with my evangelism during the week days that 
would be good. In the meantime I am reading and planning to 
translate Charismatism – Q & A by Jeffrey Khoo. Most of this 
book is good and I will leave out the section which I did not 
find so helpful. 

More about Vavuniya
Vavuniya is one of the central areas of Sri Lanka and one of 
the larger Tamil districts. From here, it is very easy to travel 
all over Sri Lanka. The majority of the people are Hindus and 
the Christians tend to be very Charismatic. The land is very 
stony and there are very high daytime temperatures. On the 
outskirts of the town there are many villages, mostly very 

backward. There are many helpless, poor children and also 
elderly people. 

Thanksgiving
1. Thanks to the Lord, for His presence with us over this last 
month, and the many comforts we have received through His 
Word. 
2. Thanks to God, for the provision of a nice and safe home 
and place of worship. 
3. Thanks to God, for the way we have been accepted by the 
people in Vavuniya. 
4. Thanks to those from overseas who pray for us. 
5. Thanks to those who have remembered us financially. 

Prayer requests
1. Pray for our family. 
2. Pray for our ministry (wisdom and grace to plant a 
church). 
3. Vavuniya needs good biblical teaching, therefore we are 
planning to start a training class for church leaders. Trinity RP 
Church ministers are also willing to help teach. Pray that this 
will be of benefit. 
4. We would like to start a pre-school nursery in one of the 
villages. Pray for this vision. 
5. Please pray for Maran as he continues to worship with us, 
that he may be given an understanding about Reformed truths 
and a teachable spirit and that I also may be given wisdom in 
my dealings with him. 
6. We are planning to organize a two-day youth camp here 
on 23-25 August. The speaker will be Rev R Bala, a Reformed 
Baptist minister in New Zealand. Pray for this event to be of 
benefit to the young people to understand biblical truths, and 
what the true church is. 
7. I am writing gospel tracts. Pray that I may be given wisdom 
and grace for this. 

Thanks 
Parthee and Dino 

Free Church of Scotland (Cont), 195/1, Station Road, Vavuniya, 
Sri Lanka., Tel 0094 777577766, Email: prmission@gmail.com 
My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour.
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Don Robertson was for some years an elder in 
the Vancouver Free Presbyterian Church. Before 
emigrating to Canada in 1953, he visited an old friend, 

Maggie Sutherland, who lived on a croft in Lairg in Sutherland-
shire where Don had spent many happy summer holidays. 
Maggie told him of her brother Dave who had left his wife 
and two children in Scotland supposedly to start a new life 
in Canada – without family, without church and without God. 
Maggie thought he might be in Vancouver and asked Don to 
try to find him.
Soon after arriving in Vancouver, Don asked Hugh Mackay, 
a Free Presbyterian elder who was a building contractor 
and a stone mason, if he had ever met Dave Sutherland. To 
Don’s surprise, Hugh said that he had. He had been checking 
his crew one morning as they constructed a building at the 
University of British Columbia when he detected a Highland 
accent. Further inquiry revealed the worker was from 
Dornoch and that his name was Dave Sutherland. Hugh had 
been acquainted with his father. However Dave did not return 
to work the following day.
Some years later while Don was leading the singing in church 
he noticed someone in the back seat who strongly resembled 
Maggie Sutherland’s brother, Eleneath. Speaking to the man 
after the service, he discovered that this was Dave Sutherland, 
the missing family member.
Again, in 1960, Don ran into Dave, this time in a restaurant 
where they sat down together. In the course of conversation, 
Dave said he’d been in every jail in Canada for drunk and 
disorderly conduct, but that two years earlier he had 
joined AA and had sobered up. When Don’s parents visited 
Vancouver in 1963, Dave was persuaded to join the family for 
a meal and a good visit. 
One day in 1969, Don received a phone call saying that Dave 
was in hospital with lung cancer and wanted to see him. 
Without delay, Don arrived at the hospital and found Dave 
lying with an oxygen mask on and his girlfriend by his side. 
Don offered to pray, and as he did so, tears ran down Dave’s 
cheeks. Asked why, he said, ‘Oh, if only I had listened when I 
was young!’ ‘Davie, Davie!’ Don exclaimed, ‘My Master says “a 
penny a day whether you start in the morning or evening”. 
You pray!’
Over the weeks that followed, Don, along with Hugh Mackay’s 
son John, made frequent hospital visits. John, also a stone 
mason, had previously worked with Dave on the Stanley Park 
seawall. On one visit, Don read Dave a letter sent from his 
brother Eleneath, containing four Scripture references. For 
three out of the four, Dave said, ‘You told me that before’, 
which showed he’d been listening. Encouraged, Don asked 
what he should write back to Eleneath. ‘What can I say – that 
you’re looking forward to meeting him in heaven?’ ‘No! No! 

No!’ came the quick reply, ‘That wouldn’t be the truth’.
During one of their visits together, Dave expressed appreciation 
for the care he was receiving from his visitors. He had lost his 
mother when he was young and said that the only person he 
remembered as having shown him real love was Sandy Murray, 
father of the late Professor John Murray. When Don asked 
how Sandy Murray had showed him love, Dave replied, ‘He 
used to pat me on the head and ask me how I was’. What a 
simple gesture and yet how meaningful it had proved to be to 
Dave who remembered it as the only expression of love that 
stood out in his mind! 
One Lord’s Day during lunch, Don received a phone call from 
the hospital telling him that they could do no more for Dave 
there; he was in a coma and was being transferred to a nursing 
home. The next day, following a luncheon business meeting 
near the nursing home, Don dropped in to see Dave. As he 
approached Dave’s room, he heard him talking to the nurse 
and saying, ‘It’s the Lord that saved me!’ 
‘You’ve been praying, Davie!’ Don exclaimed when he entered 
the room. ‘It’s not my prayers, but the prayers of others’, he 
said. ‘What message do you have for Eleneath now?’ Don 
asked. Dave answered, ‘Just in time! Just in time!’
Don took out a notebook to write the message down. Dave, 
in spite of his weakness, grabbed the notebook and started 
drawing something that looked like an oval. Then he passed 
out for some minutes. When he came to, he asked what he 
had been doing and then resumed the drawing. It was of a 
large hole in the road with dirt piled up on the side. At the 
side was the number 66. ‘There’s been a hole in the road of 
my life for 66 years’, he explained, ‘and I haven’t been able to 
get past it’. The dirt on the side was the accumulated rubbish 
of those years. Then he drew a plank to represent Christ who 
made it possible for him to get to the other side of the hole. 
Turning to the nurse, Dave said, ‘You get this man to explain it 
to you and you’ll believe too!’
Before returning to work, Don stopped at home. His wife, 
Chris, surprised to hear the back door of their house open at 
that hour, went to see who was there. She saw her husband 
with tears in his eyes. ‘What’s wrong?’ she wondered anxiously. 
‘I’m so happy’, was the unexpected reply. He told her what had 
happened and they rejoiced together as the angels sang for joy 
over one sinner who had repented. 
Later that day, the Robertsons’ minister Dr R Macdonald, John 
Mackay, and Don had a time of praise and worship at Dave’s 
bedside. They read from John 14 about the house of many 
mansions Jesus has gone to prepare for those for whom he 
died and rose again. Dave would punctuate the readings with 
a heart-felt ‘Amen’ from time to time, something he had not 
done before. Don asked him, ‘Dave, if you would get better, 
would you live like you did before?’ ‘Oh, no, never!’ Dave had 

Just in Time
Rev J Cameron Fraser

First Christian Reformed Church, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
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found a reason to hope in Christ that he’d 
never had in this life – it sustained him for 
what little was left of it and would stay with 
him forever. Even his girlfriend was impressed 
with the change that had taken place.
The very next morning at 9am when Don was 
at work, a phone call came to his house from 
the nursing home with the news that Dave had just passed 
away. His funeral a few days later was more like a wedding; 
a celebration of a hope in Christ that lives beyond this 
life. Don and Chris continue to be amazed that, whatever 
groundwork they and others had laid, Dave’s conversion 
seemed to have taken place without any other human 
present, by God’s direct answer to many prayers. They 
are also awed by the providence of God which led Don 
to visit Dave on that Monday afternoon, less than a day 
before his death, and after being told he was in a coma. 
Without that experience, they might never have known 
of what had happened between Dave and God, and they 
would have feared that he had died without hope.
During this time, Don had been visiting another dying 
man who was a strong believer. When he asked him once 
how he was doing, this man replied simply, ‘Waiting’. Don 
couldn’t help feeling sad at the contrast between this 
man’s quiet confidence and Dave’s hopelessness in the 
face of death. One was patiently awaiting heaven, the 
other seemingly destined for hell. But how quickly that 
changed, as Dave found a reason to live that took away 
the fear of dying!
I first heard this story from Don some 30 years ago. I’ve 
since used it as a sermon illustration more than once. A 
few years ago, I called Don to make sure I had the details 
correct. ‘Cameron, Cameron!’ he said, ‘You’ll never be able 
to preach the gospel more simply!’ So I won’t clutter it up. 
I’ll just leave it with you as a testimony to the transforming 
power of Christ’s victory over death and the hope of the 
everlasting gospel. May the same Holy Spirit who revealed 
its truth to Dave Sutherland do so for each one of us, and 
for loved ones for whom we pray in hope. 

Dave had found a reason 
to hope in Christ that 
he’d never had in this 

life – it sustained him for 
what little was left of it 
and would stay with him 

forever. 

Above: Archie Robertson & Dave Sutherland
Archie was Don Robertson's father, here on a visit to Vancouver.  Archie was a well-
loved home missionary in Tain, and a close friend of John Murray, who was working 

on editing his (Archie's) diary when he died.

Below: The picture Dave drew as he was dying, showing the hole in the road, and 
Christ the bridge.
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Although few give much thought to it we are all 
Covenant creatures. The non-christian is under the 
broken Covenant of Works made with Adam. The 

believer is in the Covenant of Grace in Christ. All that we 
are and all that we have is related to the Covenant. Prayer, 
as Sinclair Ferguson has helpfully pointed out,  is a Covenant 
work. 
The dynamic of Elijah’s praying, which is so highly commended 
by James (James 5:16-18), lies in his understanding of 
the Covenant. The Covenant God promised to bless the 
obedience of His people, and to curse their disobedience. 
‘And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the 
earth that is under thee shall be  iron. The Lord shall make the 
rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come 
down upon thee, until thou be destroyed’ (Deut.28:23-24). 
Elijah ‘prayed earnestly that it might not rain’. In the confident 
knowledge of a covenant-keeping God he confronted Ahab. 
The ground of his confidence was the character of God.
Likewise after the turn around that took place in the 
confrontation with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel 
Elijah ‘prayed again and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit’. Once  again we see his confidence in 
a Covenant-keeping God. This is expressed in earnest prayer 
on the top of Mount Carmel. He waits for the answer and his 
servant was sent seven times before he saw ‘a little cloud out 
of the sea, like a man’s hand’.  ‘And it came to pass … that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind and there was a great 
rain’ (1Kings 18:44-45).

1 The Basis 
The basis for our praying, like that of Elijah, must be that we 
are true covenant children. The prophet was ‘a man subject to 
like passions as we are’ but he was a justified sinner. He had 
the righteousness of God imputed and imparted. He had  a 
covenant righteousness. It is obvious that he did not regard 
sin in his heart or else he would not have been heard  (Psalm 
66:16-18). He was a righteous man.

2 The Bounds  
Elijah does not include in his prayer ‘if it be thy will’. He 
knew the mind and will of God declared in the Covenant. 
Obedience would result in blessing. Disobedience would bring 
the curse. God would keep His promises. His people were 
called to be faithful to the Covenant. He would provide the 
grace necessary for their obedience. If they disobeyed but 
turned again in repentance He would forgive and heal. The 
object of our prayers is what the Lord has covenanted in His 
Word to perform. Jesus said: ‘If ye abide in me and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto 
you’ (John 15:7).

3 The Boldness 
The praying of Elijah was fervent. Once God has made 
promises to His people He looks for boldness and confidence 
in their approaches to Him. Jesus gave us the parable of the 
man whose friend arrived at midnight and he had nothing to 
give him. He keeps on asking his neighbour to give to him. 
The neighbour eventually agrees because of his ‘importunity’  
or ‘shameless persistence’. We are told that in the Garden of 
Gethsemane Jesus prayed ‘more earnestly’ (Luke 22:44). In the 
days of the early church, believers were earnestly praying to 
God for Peter (Acts 12:5). God says ‘Put me in remembrance: 
let us plead together’’ (Isaiah 43:26). Jesus declared, ‘Ask and 
it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened unto you’ (Mt.7:7-11 and Luke 11.9-13).  Says C H 
Spurgeon: ‘When we come to the gate of mercy, forceable are 
the knocks of the rapper by which the gate is opened ‘.  

4 The Bountifulness 
This kind of praying we are told ‘avails much’. It has a huge 
potency. There is power waiting to be released, as Elijah found. 
There are untapped resources. We see  large barren-looking 
areas of the county of Sutherland but underneath the ground 
we are told there are rich deposits of minerals. The North 
Sea was a forbidding place but riches of oil and gas have been 
found there. God has made us His co-workers and what 
potential lies in prayer to Him.

The Nature of Earnest Prayer
Rev John J Murray

'This kind of praying we are told ‘avails 
much’. It has a huge potency. There is power 
waiting to be released, as Elijah found. There 

are untapped resources.'
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As long as I am 
told that I must 

come to God, and 
that I can come, I 
am left to suppose 
that some good 

thing or some power of good remains in me. I arrogate to 
myself that which belongs to Jehovah. The creature is exalted 
and God is robbed of His glory. If, on the other hand, I am 
told that I cannot come to God and not also told that I must 
come, I am left to rest contented at a distance from God. I am 
not responsible for my rebellion, and Jehovah is not my God. 
But if we preach that sinners cannot come and yet must come, 

then is the honour of God vindicated, and the sinner is shut 
up. Man must be so shut up that he must come to Christ, and 
yet know that he cannot. He must be told to come to Christ, 
or he will look to another, when there is no other to whom 
he may come. He must be told that he cannot come, or he will 
look to himself. This is the Gospel vice, to shut up men to the 
faith. Some grasp at one limb of the vice and some at the other, 
leaving the sinner open – but when a man is shut up that he 
must and cannot, he is shut up to the faith – shut up to the faith, 
and then would he be shut up in the faith. God is declared to 
be Jehovah, and the sinner is made willing to be saved by Him, 
in His own way, as sovereign in His grace.

Recently we were in England on holiday. We worshipped in 
a small, conservative, independent, evangelical church. The 

congregation were warm and welcoming. The services were 
conducted with decorum, ‘decently and in order’. The Word of 
God was expounded and applied in an edifying way. But one 
thing troubled me. Counting the singings in both the morning 
and evening services there were nine items of praise but not 
one Psalm amongst them. God has given us in His Scriptures 
a wonderful book of songs. Every one of them is sound. They 
deal with the glory of God, the covenant of grace, the law and 
the sin of man, the saving work of Christ, the experiences of 
God’s people etc. Everything about which we could rightly 
wish to sing to God is there. They have no errors in doctrine 
or in anything else. They were written by men filled with the 
Holy Spirit and these men were carried along by the Spirit so 
that the Psalms they wrote are the very Word of God. It is a 
perfect manual of praise. Why is it neglected? 
The hymnbook used in that holiday church was Christian 
Hymns. Its language is reverent. It contains the great classic 

hymns by wonderful poets and godly Christians such as Isaac 
Watts, John Newton and Charles Wesley. But they were 
fallible men, mere men. Sadly when people move away from 
the Psalms, to begin with they may introduce just a hymn or 
two but before long they leave the Psalms behind because 
they think unconsciously that hymns are much better, more 
relevant and apposite. What an insult this is to Almighty God! 
Who should decide what songs most praise and glorify Him? 
Surely God is the best judge. God gave us patterns for prayer 
in the Bible but did not give us a book of prayers because he 
expected us to compose our own prayers. However when it 
came to public worship He provided us with a book containing 
150 wonderful songs. They cannot be bettered. 

‘O give thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name: make known his 
deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk 
ye of all his wondrous works. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart 
of them rejoice that seek the Lord’ 
(Psalm 105:1-3).

Psalms and Hymns
Rev William Macleod

The Gospel Vice
John 'Rabbi' Duncan

From a speech given to the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, 
May 21st 1844, 

cited in the Free Church Pulpit, vol 2.
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News

Christian Faces Expulsion from 
the Greens 

Christian Concern

A local councillor for the Green Party 
in Brighton is facing disciplinary 

action for refusing to vote in favour of 
same sex ‘marriage’ in a local council 
meeting last week. Christina Summers, 
a committed Christian, has been the 
target of abusive emails since making 
her view known, some suggesting she is 
mentally ill or describing her as a fascist. 
She has made it clear she is ‘accountable 
to God above any political party’ but 
Green Party members are looking for 
her to be expelled.

Secularists against Highland 
Council Prayers 

Christian Institute

A secularist pressure group wants 
Highland Council to stop saying 

prayers at its council meetings, but one 
councillor believes most of his colleagues 
have no problem with the tradition. The 
National Secular Society (NSS) plans 
to send a letter to the Council’s leader 
calling for the saying of prayers to be 
dropped. But Highland councillor Ken 

MacLeod says prayers have ‘always been 
done’ at the meetings and he thinks 
most councillors ‘listen respectfully and 
do not object’.
In June Edinburgh City Council scrapped 
the saying of prayers during council 

meetings and replaced them with a 
ten-minute ‘pause for reflection’. The 
NSS said it hoped other councils would 
follow suit and ditch the saying of 
prayers. Prayers at Highland Council 
are not ‘formally part’ of the meeting 
and are said before a register is taken. 
Mr MacLeod said: ‘I am a Christian and 
I believe in committing the work of the 
Council to Almighty God’. He added: 
‘The people of the Highlands have been 
known as the people of the Book. I will 
pray for the National Secular Society’.
It is sad to see the constant attacks on our 
Christian heritage.

Persecution in Nigeria 
Barnabas

Boko Haram, the militant Islamist 
group responsible for the violent 

deaths of hundreds of Christians in 
Nigeria, has launched another lethal 
attack in the country’s Middle Belt. In 
July, Boko Haram fighters descended on 
twelve villages in Plateau state. Fleeing 
from the violence, local Christians 
took refuge in the house of Pastor Ayo 
Oritsejafor. The house was bombed and 
more than 50 people were burned alive, 
including the pastor’s wife and children. 
Pastor Oritsejafor is president of the 
Christian Association of Nigeria and is 
seen by many of the country’s Christians 
as their symbolic leader. He had also 
denounced a previous bomb attack by 
Boko Haram on a church. He appears 
to have been targeted in this latest 
incident. Boko Haram is committed to 
establishing an Islamic state in the mainly 
Muslim North of Nigeria and has made 
clear that Christians are not welcome 
there, issuing an ultimatum for them 
to leave and threatening to eradicate 
them from the region. But it has also 
extended its campaign of terror into 
the Middle Belt, where the population 
is more evenly mixed between Muslims 
and Christians. On 10 June this year a 

Christina Summers, Brighton & Hove Council

Councillor Ken MacLeod
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bomber killed around ten people in a 
church in Jos, capital of Plateau state.

Sabbath Ferries - Skye Harris

The following was a response by the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

Presbytery of Skye and Lochcarron to the 
consultation prior to the introduction by 
CalMac of ferry sailings on the Lord’s Day 
on the Skye - Harris route.
It is with immense sadness and abhorrence 
that the sanctity of the Lord’s Day, the 
Christian Sabbath, is once again being 
eroded by CalMac with a proposed 
Lord’s Day sailing between Uig, Skye, 
and Tarbert, Harris, due to commence 
on 29th June. This is a retrograde step 
designed to accommodate tourists, 
and the financial coffers of a ferry 
operator, at the expense of the views 
of Christians and, more importantly, the 
view of God, as expressed in His law. As 
representatives of a church Presbytery 
we deplore the situation now proposed 
by your ferry company, and remind you, 
out of concern for your souls, of God’s 
displeasure upon such violation of His 
day. God tells you that you are to do 
no work on His day: ‘Remember the 

Sabbath day, 
to keep it 
holy. Six days 
shalt thou 
labour, and 
do all thy 
work: But 
the seventh 
day is the 
Sabbath of 
the Lord 
thy God: 
in it thou 
shalt not do 
any work, 
thou, nor 
thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: For 
in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hallowed it’ (Exodus 20:8-11). You have 
no right to desecrate and destroy what 
He has, owns, and governs. We urge 
CalMac directors and managers to 
repent of their sins; to maintain God’s 
law, and desist from their plans to 
introduce a Sabbath ferry between Uig 
and Tarbert.

The Scottish Government’s 
Decision on Same Sex Marriage

The following is a statement by the 
Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee:
The Scottish Government has finally 
decided to legalise same sex marriage. For 
more than a year our Church, like others 
in Scotland, has been burdened over this 
issue. Our Committee responded to the 
Government’s consultation, circulated 
a public statement and met with a 
representative of the Government to 
explain our view on the matter. In 
addition many of our presbyteries, kirk 

sessions and people responded to the 
consultation and communicated their 
concerns to the Government and to 
MSPs. Above all we have brought the 
matter to the Lord in prayer, believing 
that He is Sovereign over the affairs of 
men.
The Government’s decision goes against 
the will of the majority who contributed 
to its consultation. More importantly it 
goes against the will of God revealed 
in His Holy Word, the Bible. Sadly it 
appears that the discussion within the 
cabinet has been over the practicalities 
of introducing same sex marriage 
rather than the principle. This is a grave 
mistake and a symptom of the lack of 
righteousness within our nation. We 
are therefore issuing this statement for 
the consideration of those who were 
responsible for the decision and also for 
the interest of the general public. We 
wish to make the following points:
1) To legislate in favour of same sex 
marriage is to commit a great evil, 
namely to rewrite an institution of God.
The Scottish Government is acting 
against the plain teaching of Scripture 
and against the facts of nature. We believe 
that these words spoken by the Lord 
Jesus Christ are for the Government: 

Desk

Pastor Ayo Oritsejafor
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‘Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
they twain shall be one flesh?’ (Matthew 19:4,5). God made the 
two sexes expressly so that they could be joined in marriage. 
This is marriage as God gave it and woe unto those who would 
attempt to alter it.
2) Same sex marriage can never be true marriage, whatever 
its advocates may say. To maintain that two people of the same 
sex should have the same freedom to marry each other as 
two people of the opposite sex is absurd. It disregards the fact 
that the two sexes are meant to complement each other in 
the union of marriage, as husband and wife. When God made 
the first man He declared, ‘It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him’ (Genesis 2:18); 
then He made the first woman and united the two in marriage. 
The existence of the two sexes enables procreation and this 
is one of the ends of marriage for God said to the first couple: 
‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it’ (Genesis 1:28). It is perverse therefore after thousands 
of years of history to devise a sort of ‘marriage’ in which 
procreation is, by the very nature of things, completely ruled 
out. There can be no ‘right’ to same sex marriage because God 
has not given us that right: those who legislate or vote for it 
will be guilty of mocking God but they will discover that God 
is not mocked and that ‘whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap’ (Galatians 6:7).
3) Same sex marriage has no place in a civilised society, least 
of all in a Christian one. We remind the Scottish Government 
that our country is Christian, according to its constitution, and 
that the state does not enjoy the luxury of being indifferent 
to Christ and His cause, far less of opposing it. Since the 
Reformation of 1560 Scotland as a nation has subscribed to 
the reformed Christian religion and this religious position was 
safeguarded in the Treaty of Union of 1707. It hardly needs to 
be stated that according to the Christian religion marriage is 
between one man and one woman for life. It is the duty of 
the Scottish Government to uphold this Christian view of 
marriage, not to subvert it.
4) Same sex marriage will inevitably place Christians in a 
difficult position. If same sex marriage is introduced in Scotland 
then ordinary Christians, and indeed all who base their moral 
values upon the Word of God, will ultimately suffer. While 
the Government is insisting that there will be ‘protections’ 
for religious organisations, individual marriage celebrants and 

perhaps others who cannot in conscience approve of same 
sex marriage these safeguards can only be brought in by the 
UK Parliament through amendments to the 2010 Equality Act. 
Yet it appears that the Scottish Government plans to proceed 
with its legislation before these amendments have been made, 
meaning that MSPs will be voting without knowing the precise 
details of the protections. All in all we can have very little 
confidence that people involved in the public sector in areas 
such as health, social work and education will escape being 
penalised for refusing to regard the newly-invented relationship 
as ‘normal’. There is also every likelihood that churches which 
oppose same sex marriage will eventually, by one means or 
another, face action for ‘discrimination’ and that ministers who 
preach against same sex marriage will be proceeded against 
for ‘hate crime’.
5) Same sex marriage is by no means the end of the road we 
are presently travelling as a nation. If the Scottish Government 
thinks that having consented to the plea for same sex marriage 
it will not face further demands for changes to the law in this 
area then it should think again. Those who are being given up 
by God to uncleanness and vile affections will not be satisfied 
until all restrictions on their sinful behaviour have been 
removed. They are being supported by those whose agenda is 
to destroy what remains of our Christian heritage and values. 
Consequently we may expect calls to further lower the age of 
consent and to permit incestuous and polygamous marriage. 
This is the result when governments show themselves more 
willing to gratify ungodly pressure groups than to please 
Almighty God. Yet the solemn truth is that a nation which will 
not honour God will not be honoured by God: ‘Righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people’ (Proverbs 
14:34). The Scottish Government is taking our nation one step 
further on its descent into ungodliness and unrighteousness: 
is there no-one in its ranks who instead of being a politician 
acting for the moment will be a statesman who gives thought 
to our nation’s future?
We believe that the attempt to rewrite marriage will ultimately 
fail; God will see to that. When a better day comes people 
will say, How mad we were to do such a thing! Meanwhile we 
will, with God’s gracious help, continue to oppose this wicked 
proposal in every lawful way.
We hereby call upon the Government even now to cease 
from legislation which will only increase the moral disorder 
so evident in our society and the judgment of God upon our 
land.

'Same sex marriage has no place in a 
civilised society, least of all in a Christian 
one. We remind the Scottish Government 
that our country is Christian, according 

to its constitution, and that the state does 
not enjoy the luxury of being indifferent to 
Christ and His cause, far less of opposing it.'
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Come, labour on.
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain,

While all around him waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say,

’Go work today’.

Come, labour on.
Claim the high calling angels cannot share—
To young and old the gospel gladness bear:
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.

The night draws nigh.

Come, labour on.
The enemy is watching night and day,

To sow the tares, to snatch the seed away;
While we in sleep our duty have forgot,

He slumbered not.

Come, labour on.
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here:

By feeblest agents may our God fulfil
His righteous will.

Come, labour on.
No time for rest, till glows the western sky,

While the long shadows o’er our pathway lie,
And a glad sound comes with the setting sun,

‘Servants, well done’.

Come, labour on!
The toil is pleasant, and the harvest sure,

Blessèd are those who to the end endure;—
How full their joy, how deep their rest shall be,

O Lord, with Thee!

Labour in the 
Harvest!

Jane Borthwick 

(1813–1897)
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Books
Bridge to Mark

A.T. Vergunst
deBanier Uitgeverij, 

Available from 
Reformation Heritage Books,

pbk, 208pp, $12.00

In his book Bridge to Mark, Pastor A T 
Vergunst faithfully applies the entire 
gospel of Mark to life. The book is 

broken down into a series of readings. 
One page contains a reading from the 

King James Version of the Gospel of 
Mark and the facing page contains a 
short half-page meditation.  
The readings from Mark are 
not simply quotations; Vergunst 

has placed his own brief explanation 
and commentary amidst the text of the KJV. 
The difference between God’s Word and the 
author’s thoughts is kept distinct by placing 
the text of the Bible in bold font and leaving 
the notes of the author in regular type face. 
These inserted notes are quite clear and 
helpful in simply bringing out the meaning of 
the text.  
The same dynamics of faithfulness to the 
Word and clarity of presentation are 
reflected throughout the book. The devotional 
meditations are concise, experiential, practical, 
and cover the full scope of God’s work of 
salvation in a sinner’s soul. Vergunst introduces 
his book by encouraging his readers to 
prayerfully seek the Spirit’s enlightenment on 
such questions as how to be saved, how to 
live better, how to know God’s will, how to 
please God, and how to deal with the burdens 
of sin and cold-heartedness as they read God’s 
Word.
Bridge to Mark was written ‘for ages 12 and 
up’ and it is very suited for its target audience. 
It is an excellent starting point for someone 
who is not familiar with Christianity and 
has never read the Scriptures. However, it 
is equally well suited for long-time church 
attenders and lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Pastor Vergunst has done the church a service 
by providing a small, attractive, and above all, 
useful devotional that with the Lord’s blessing 

will truly be a Bridge to Mark.  
Rev Terreth Klaver 

(Southern Presbyterian Church, Tasmania)

Puritan Reformed 
Journal 4:1

Edited by Joel R. Beeke
PRTS, January 2012, 350pp

The Introduction to this volume describes 
it as ‘a resource of experimental Calvinism 

that has few parallels on the North American 
scene’, but in truth it would be hard to 
dispute that assessment, and we also would 
add that neither has it any real parallel 
in the UK. The Journal is a twice-yearly 
publication, now in its fourth year, bringing 
together historical, theological and pastoral 
research papers, both by students and staff 
from Puritan Seminary, and by scholars of 
other institutions, with reviews of significant 
new publications, and all from a robustly 
confessional Reformed stance.
The result is an unusually well-balanced 
publication of 16 papers (one is omitted 
from the Contents) and 10 reviews. Some 
papers are both dry and academic in tone, 
with a particular offender being Laurence 
O’Donnell’s analysis of John Owen’s 
conception of the role of the Holy Spirit in 
the pactum salutis. The paper uses Latinate 
jargon throughout, quite unnecessarily in 
my view, as I could see no distinction, for 
example, between Owen’s discussion of the 
pactum salutis, and the more conventional 
terminology of the ‘Covenant of Redemption’. 
Furthermore, since O’Donnell’s exhaustive 
research discovered just six references to 
this aspect of the Spirit’s work in Owen, none 
of them very developed, his conclusion is 
necessarily not very illuminating. 
This said, the PRJ undoubtedly performs a 
valuable function in providing a forum for 
young scholars to publish their research, and 
some of the other material is undoubtedly 
valuable, broadening the geographical 
and denominational reach of the Journal, 
although inevitably from Puritan Seminary 
the focus remains largely on the sixteenth 
to eighteenth centuries. Papers discuss the 
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French theologian Pierre du Moulin, the German Anabaptist 
Michael Sattler, the English Puritan John Flavel and the Dutch 
theologians of the Synod of Dort, especially in their largely 
forgotten sabbatarianism. My only criticism would be the lack of 
any research in this issue with a Scottish focus.
The most interesting and accessible material is from the PRTS 
faculty themselves. David Murray opens with a striking paper 
on the need for an understanding of Old Testament History, 
showing both why it helps interpretation of Scripture, and why, 
as a history of God’s dealings with His people, it is a worthy 
study in its own right. Joel Beeke includes a profound and heart-
warming sermon on Christ’s arrest in Gethsemane, showing 
both His sovereignty as King and His submission as sacrificial 
Lamb, and all for the salvation of His people.
Beeke and Murray cooperate on the longest chapter, on 
application in the pulpit, a refreshingly practical subject, on 
which guidance is much needed. They warn rightly of the danger 
of neglecting application, either through exclusion altogether, 
or through well-worn, unprepared exhortation in each sermon, 
and encourage focus and precision in the application of the 
text. They make ten central points on good application, which 
are well-stated, and much-needed by modern preachers. They 
then discuss subject matter for application. However, one 
disappointing feature in this area was their failure to discuss 
the need for application that affects the practicality of daily 
living, not just the immediacy of eternal realities, albeit that the 
latter should have the primary place. This is one aspect where 
American preachers seem to be far better equipped than our 
own, in bringing practical messages as to how our lives as 
believers should be changed by the sermons we hear, and indeed 
Joel Beeke in his Family Living messages is one of the best at 
this. By contrast Scottish preachers too often become vague 
and unspecific when the practical reality of Christian living is in 
view. It may be that, with an American readership in mind, Beeke 
and Murray seek to redress the balance in the US scene towards 
specifically evangelistic application, which can be neglected. 
The paper concludes with a subdivision into twenty different 
forms of application, suggesting both a Scriptural example 
and a possible contemporary example for each. This section 
undermined the precision encouraged earlier, as it seemed to 
work with a much looser definition of application, considering 
any aspect of preaching that could take effect in changing the 
hearer’s life and outlook as application. Hence, Exclamation, 
even when not addressed to the hearers, and Illustration, 
even when not made specific to contemporary life, were two 
such categories of supposed application. I would suggest this 
undermines the call for specific, pointed personal application 
made earlier in the paper. I would exclude no fewer than 8 of 
the 20 categories listed as not strictly application. However, the 
remainder formed so useful a list of possible ways to apply a 
message that I wrote them out in full to help me prepare the 
application of my next sermon. In case they help anyone else, 
the twelve categories are: Interrogation, Obligation, Exhortation, 
Motivation, Imitation, Condemnation, Invitation, Demonstration, 
Admonition, Consolation, Examination and Modernisation.
The Journal is warmly commended to the preacher and 
intelligent layman.

Alasdair J Macleod

The Book of Daniel
John Nelson

pbk, 156pp, AU$10.00 plus postage from Rev John Nelson, 45 

Noordenne Ave, Seaholme, VIC, 3018, Australia, 
Email: preussen@optusnet.com.au

Pastor John Nelson has made a worthy contribution to the 
selection of material on that faithful servant of God, Daniel. 

The book is far more than a biographical account of Daniel’s 
life. John Nelson studied closely the historical narratives of the 
inter-testimental period as well as the world in which our Lord 
lived to discover the key to interpreting some of the passages 
in the second half of the Book of Daniel. This information itself 
is most helpful to the Christian student.
Containing seventeen chapters neatly set out with helpful 
sub-headings, the book is based on a series of pulpit sermons 
preached in 2011. The KJV is extensively quoted and Scripture is 
intelligently linked with Scripture. One can disagree with some 
of the interpretation but no one can argue that the author 
has not done justice to his own particular slant on the more 
difficult passages in Daniel. Broadly speaking he has followed 
the line of historical conservative commentators such as Calvin, 
Gill, Henry and Poole. The book has contemporary application 
and challenge throughout.  It should be helpful to layman and 
pastor alike.  

Rev Iain Smith 
(Southern Presbyterian Church, Tasmania)

SRS Historical Journal
Volume 2, 2012

Edited by Douglas Somerset
Scottish Reformation Society, 

pbk, 298pp, £8.37 inc p&p from lulu.com

This is the second issue of the Scottish Reformation Society’s 
journal for the publication of historical research, and 

maintains the high standards of precision and academic rigour 
characteristic of the Society in recent years. The volume, cheaply 
available direct from Lulu, the online self-publishing website, 
contains a stimulating selection of papers on areas of Scottish 
church history from the Reformation to the twentieth century.
Particularly fascinating in this volume is Norman Campbell’s 
study of ‘The Chisholmites of Achmore’. No reader of Kenneth 
MacRae’s Diary can fail to be fascinated by the character of the 
gloriously eccentric Rev Peter M. Chisholm (1884-1957), who is 
once lauded by MacRae for preaching ‘a sermon of extraordinary 
power… I never heard such originality, such flashes of doctrine, 
such depths of experience and such power’, and yet on another 
occasion is denounced scathingly for an ‘inordinately long’ 
harangue delivered at a communion in Garrabost. Chisholm’s 
ministry in Partick Highland Free Church from 1925 to 1932 
knew such remarkable blessing that it is mentioned in Tom 
Lennie’s study of Scottish revivals, Glory in the Glen, and yet his 
eccentricities were legend, and some of his published writings 
are quite mystifying. 
This paper recounts how at an early stage in Chisholm’s career, 
he fell foul of the Free Presbyterian Church as a student in 1912, 
and how he carried some support in his native Lewis, so that 
some withdrew from the Achmore FP Church in support of him. 
Given that the principal point of contention with the FP Church 
was Chisholm’s denial of a right for an elder to preach in public 
worship, these ‘Chisholmites’ felt unable to hold public services. 
Rather than follow him into the Free Church, they continued 
their separation from the visible church, worshipping silently 
and individually in their homes, and refusing to hear any minister 
preach but Chisholm, who preached occasionally in Stornoway 
and Achmore, until their deaths, with the last passing away as 
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I was recently gripped by the heart-rousing burning spirit 
which Charles H Spurgeon had for the gospel and missions. 
His spirit should awaken us from our sleepiness and 

slumber. Would to God that it would also waken the Christian 
church of our nation – from her spiritual lethargy, deadness 
and worldliness. He said, ‘If there be any one point in which 
the Christian church ought to keep its fervour at a white heat, 
it is concerning missions. If there be anything about which we 
cannot tolerate lukewarmness, it is in the matter of sending 
the gospel to a dying world’. I don’t need to tell you that 
the best and greatest story ever heard in this ‘dying world’ 
is summed up in one short Bible verse: ‘For the Son of Man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost’ (Lk.19:10). 
The weighty importance of scattering good gospel seed and 
sharing the good news of the gospel with sinners everywhere, 
is highlighted by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself in His parting 
words to the disciples as He commissioned them: ‘Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature’. 

The message of truth
The Lord would have us know here three indispensable truths. 
Firstly, how vitally important missionary work is, both at home 
and abroad, near and far, amongst Jew and Gentile – wherever 
lost souls are found, not just in Scotland but in ‘all the world.’ 
Secondly, nothing is to be preached except one message 
only. It is not our message, the world’s message or religion’s 

message. What a mess it would be in, if it was religion’s 
message! I met a minister very recently (he had it all – white 
clerical collar, shining black suit, fine oratory and scholarly 
vocabulary) – but there was one thing he didn’t have and one 
thing he didn’t know: he didn’t have or know the truth. As I 
tried to reason with him on what the Bible and Jesus said 
on the ‘same-sex marriage’ issue that divided his church at 
the General Assembly in 2011, he replied ‘Oh it just depends 
what your interpretation of truth is!’ Astonishing! No, it is not 
a church’s message or any denomination’s message: but the 
one message that is able to turn the world upside down and 
transform the life of a hell-deserving sinner. That message is 
the gospel. We are to ‘preach the gospel’. And like the Apostle 
Paul we ought never to be ‘ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every-one that 
believeth’. One word of this gospel is able, by the grace of 
God, to make a sinner ‘wise unto salvation’ through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Salvation saves a soul
None of us need that confirmed to us, but when it is, it 
brings both joy and encouragement. As I spoke to one man 
on Lewis last year, he said: ‘I recall a certain Saturday night 
during Christmas week a few years ago when you spoke to 
me about my need of Jesus Christ, as Saviour. You also gave 

The Spirit of Missions
Donald J Morrison

recently as 1986.
If this study of the eccentricity of Presbyterians is intriguing, 
more alarming is Douglas Somerset’s account of the fanatical 
covenanting sect, the Gibbites or ‘Sweet Singers’, who formed 
a fanatical band during the Killing Times of the 1680s, rejecting 
all human authority, and descending into increasingly immoral 
practices. Another cautionary account is John Keddie’s paper on 
James MacGregor, a conservative Free Church Professor who 
tried to find a compromise position in the battle over higher 
criticism, apparently failing to discern the potential for criticism 
to destroy evangelical religion.
More encouraging are the accounts of Robert Bruce’s exile in 
Inverness, which seems to have been instrumental in establishing 
the Gospel in the North of Scotland in the early 17th century, 
and the study of Robert Shanks (1798-1884), the courageously 
Protestant Free Church minister in the Roman Catholic 
stronghold of Buckie, and his turbulent ministry there. Valuable 
research has also been published here on the writings of the 
‘Apostle of the North’, John MacDonald of Ferintosh, bringing 
together a complete listing of his publications for the first time. 
The only new contributor to this volume is Matthew Winzer, 
a minister of the Australian Free Church, who writes on the 
centrality of the Word to the Scottish Reformation.

Inevitably, the material ranges in importance, with some 
papers being interesting on a human level, while historically 
fairly insignificant. However, perhaps the most topical paper is 
Matthew Vogan’s study of the covenanter Alexander Shields, 
who led a reunion between some of the Covenanters and 
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland in 1690. This is significant 
because the modern Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 
claims constitutional legitimacy on the basis of the movement 
that refused to reunite, even though there is little true parallel 
between today’s RPs and the original ‘Hamiltonians’, who 
took such an extreme view of the illegitimacy of the British 
Government that they would not even pay taxes or agree to 
register their marriages. It is therefore significant that Vogan 
shows how the arguments not to reunite were flawed, and, 
based on James Durham’s discussions of church schism, draws 
out ten points regarding the need and command for institutional 
Christian unity. It is to be hoped that unity can yet be achieved 
between believers descending from these two strands of 
Presbyterianism.
The SRS are to be highly commended for another excellent 
volume of historical research.

Alasdair J. Macleod 
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me a Bible and a little booklet called ‘My Friend: Your Soul 
is Speaking’. I had completely forgotten about the incident. 
He went on: ‘I have not forgotten that evening. The booklet 
was blessed to my soul and I have been reading the Bible 
ever since. I am now a Christian’. I was deeply moved by his 
word of testimony, which reminded me of a certain Biblical 
truth which I personally found that day to hold true: ‘Cast thy 
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days 
… in the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that’. Somebody wisely said that the world has 
many religions, but only one gospel – and the whole gospel is 
united in Christ. Thirdly, the Lord Jesus Christ would have us 
know that the salvation of this gospel is to be offered freely, 
and proclaimed freely, to all mankind without exception, 
‘to every creature’. He calls us to ‘Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and 
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind … Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled’. Thomas Chalmers said that ‘in the offer 
of the gospel we must make no limitation whatsoever, because 
“God commandeth all men everywhere to repent”’.

The love of Christ
Yes friends, we are to go forth with it, ‘go ye’. This surely 
reminds us that we ought not to allow anything to prevent us 
from sharing the good news message of the gospel, whatever 
the outward appearances. A missionary in Africa was once 
asked if he really liked what he was doing. ‘Do I like this work?’ 
he said. ‘No. My wife and I do not like dirt. We have reasonably 
refined sensibilities. We do not like crawling into vile huts 
through goat waste ... But is a man to do nothing for Christ 
he does not like? God pity him, if not. Liking or disliking has 
nothing to do with it. We have orders to ‘Go ye’ and we go 
because His love constrains us’. 
It was the same constraining love for God and a burden for 
souls that brought a Scottish teacher into contact with the 
China Inland Mission. After offering himself for missionary 
service he was invited to meet Hudson Taylor for an interview. 
But this teacher had a problem, and a big one at that. He 
only had one leg! ‘With only one leg’, Taylor asked him, ‘why 
do you think of going as a missionary?’ ‘Because I do not see 
those with two legs going!’ was George Stott’s reply. He was 
accepted as a missionary and laboured for the gospel in China 
for 23 years.
One reliable source remarked on the spiritual legacy he 
left behind: ‘His efforts brought Christianity to the city of 
Wenzhou in Zhejiang province, where the teaching had been 
unknown previously. The oldest church in the city, Chengxi 
Christian Church, still stands as a testimony to his work 
among the people that he loved. As a result of the ongoing 
influence of the message of Christ first brought there by Stott, 
Wenzhou is known today as the ‘Jerusalem of China’ because 
in the whole of Wenzhou, which has 6 million inhabitants, 
there are more than 600,000 evangelical Protestants – 10% 
of the population.

Reaching Scotland with good news
A large percentage of Scotland’s population continues to be 
reached with the gospel. You will be encouraged to know that 
a mountain of good evangelistic and reformed literature was 
distributed and circulated in many locations across Scotland 

over the past 12 months. I regard it a great joy and a deep 
privilege to be working in the service of the Master and being 
able to share, with so many people from all walks of life, the 
old, old gospel story of salvation. Mission outreach was also 
engaged in at the Black Isle Show, Hebridean Festival, Monster 
Science Festival, Jesus Christ Superstar: Rock Opera, Rockness 
and in the Army Base at Fort George. 
A combined total of around 21,000 gospel tracts were 
distributed, in addition to nearly 8,000 booklets, magazines 
and Bibles, along with a large quantity of literature in 
various foreign languages. The special evangelistic issue of 
the Good News magazine, containing inspirational gospel 
stories, testimonies, and arguments in defence of Biblical 
truths, continues to be freely given out in large quantities. 
This magazine is an extremely effective witnessing tool when 
confronting people with the ‘good news’ about Jesus Christ 
and salvation. Pray that it may yield a great and blessed harvest. 
I hope we all know how vitally important it is to share this 
same unchanging gospel message, pleadingly and persuasively 
and compellingly, that lost and perishing souls may hear the 
good news and be saved from hell. The Bible assures us that 
he ‘who winneth souls is wise’. 

The value of a soul
The importance of handing out gospel literature cannot be 
overstated. One missionary once wrote, ‘If religious books are 
not widely circulated among the masses in this country, I do 
not know what is going to become of us as a nation. If truth 
be not diffused, then error will be. If God and His Word are 
not known and received, the devil and his works will gain the 
ascendancy. If the evangelical volume does not reach every 
hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious literature will. 
If the power of the gospel is not felt throughout the length 
and breadth of this land, anarchy and misrule, degradation and 
misery, corruption and darkness will reign without mitigation 
or end’. This was written in 1823!
Reaching the perishing with the message of forgiveness, 
salvation and eternal life in Jesus Christ is the only hope for 
sinners. The true story is told of a criminal called Charles 
Pearce who, in 1879, was sentenced to death in Portsmouth 
for a string of offences, including murder. As he was being led 
to the scaffold, just before his execution, a chaplain walked by 
his side and read to him some Bible verses. As he spoke to 
him about God’s forgiveness and mercy, and Christ’s power to 
save him even at this late hour from sin and hell, the dying man 
turned to him and said: ‘Do you believe it? Do you honestly 
believe what you have just told me? If I believed what you 
believe, I would willingly crawl across England on my hands 
and knees, even if it was covered in broken glass, to save a 
single soul from an eternity in hell’. Oh to see the worth and 
value of precious souls everywhere … and of the glorious 
good news that saves:

O teach me what it meaneth, 
That cross uplifted high,
With One, the Man of Sorrows, 
Condemned to bleed and die!
O teach me what it cost thee, 
To make a sinner whole;
And teach me, Saviour, teach me, 
The value of a soul!
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Dear Friends,

Greetings from Zambia’s dusty Eastern Province! This 
newsletter comes to you at the beginning of the 
second semester here at Covenant College. The seven 

weeks of ‘winter break’ passed quickly and we welcomed our 
students back on 4th July. 

Family News
We are so thankful that we were able to take some time 
away as a family in May. We drove to southern Zambia where 
we camped in Livingstone and visited Victoria Falls, a stunning 
sight. It was a much-needed time of relaxation and rest which 
allowed us to return to our responsibilities at Covenant 
College rejuvenated. Our household is busy as always! In 
June we adopted a beautiful mixed-breed female puppy which 
we have named Tuppence, so now our Alsatian, Merry, has a 
playmate. Elijah turned two years old on 1st July and Katie had 
a small party for him with seven of his friends (children of staff). 
He is a clever, adventurous, equal parts happy and mischievous 
kid! Ketzia, at nearly seven months old, is crawling now which 

means that we have two children getting into things. She has 
two teeth and is eating solid food. We are looking forward to 
the arrival of Katie’s dear childhood friend Sarah Barr who will 
be coming in early August from the USA to visit and help Katie 
around the house for a couple of months. It seems that we 
will have more visitors this year than we did last year which 
is really encouraging. 

College News
We welcomed the Rev Charles Zulu and his wife Rodah 
as they moved here and joined our team on 7th May. Their 
grandson, ‘Little’ Charles, is living with them so Elijah has a new 
playmate. We are thankful for the provision of more labourers 
to share in the work here. Charles is teaching New Testament 
Introduction to the Diploma level students and African 
Church History to the Certificate level students. The Rev 
Harry Woods and his wife Mairi, from our church in Scotland, 
arrived in Zambia on the 20th of June and will be spending 
seven weeks with us. He is teaching a class on preaching and 
we are enjoying their company very much. David is teaching a 
class on the doctrine of God to the Diploma students, and a 

  CENTRAL       ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
  BUILDING 2012 2012 2011
  FUND YTD July Total YTD        

Total to July
Presbytery of Inverness     
Aberdeen  0 1000 9,068 8,274
Duthil-Dores  0 1488 10,859 12,816
Inverness   0 2000 14,000 16,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 1400 9,110 10,350
Total Inverness   0 5,888 43,037 47,441
     
Northern Presbytery     
Assynt & Scourie  360 0 631 700
Brora   520 1000 12,136 12,644
Kiltearn   280 500 4,557 6,780
Tarbat   0 1000 8,940 7,284
Total Northern   1,160 2,500 26,264 27,408
     
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   510 746 5,336 5,383
Ayr   5,000 994 6,184 1,559
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  0 2100 17,026 17,905
Glasgow - Partick  1,300 2000 19,000 19,500
Glasgow - Shettleston 601 0 12,218 14,975
Glasgow - Knightswood 554 2014 15,578 13,874
Rothesay   0 0 130 0
Total  Southern  7,965 7,854 75,472 73,196
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   0 1704 14,047 13,472
Harris - Leverburgh 275 1200 9,721 9,594
Harris - Scalpay  0 1800 14,932 14,948
Knock & Point  0 1175 7,548 9,490
North Uist  1,210 1000 8,219 8,501
Stornoway  3,163 8020 51,198 52,805
Total Hebrides   4,648 14,899 105,665 108,810
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale  75 0 6,861 7,112
Duirinish (Waternish) 275 0 3,500 3,215
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 555 2600 10,139 9,100
Lochalsh   305 950 6,949 6,195
Poolewe & Aultbea  235 560 6,831 6,056
Ullapool   0 0 51 48
Portree   0 1400 12,941 8,400
Snizort   0 1200 11,288 11,487
Strath   55 660 4,130 548
Total Skye/Lochcarron  1,500 7,370 62,689 52,161
     
Total Congregations  15,273 38,511 313,127 309,015
     
Other Donations   3,197 1,311 17,651 18,801
Legacy    0 8000 18,153

TOTAL   18,470 39,822 338,778 345,969
Including Gift Aid    45,171 46,890

Congregational Remittances - July 2012

Letter from Zambia
Rev David Lachman
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Catechism class to the Certificate students, while overseeing 
and expanding the practical evangelism course. There will 
be two other visiting lecturers later this semester – Wilson 
Kamanga and Johannes Aucamp. We are very grateful for each 
of these men who are willing to give of their time and energy 
to the ministry here.  

Conferences
We held another women’s conference from 13-16 June, this 
time for the wives of Covenant College alumni. The conference 
was attended by about 16 ladies, which is less than we had 
hoped for, but the Lord still blessed our time of Bible study and 
fellowship during these three days. Then the alumni themselves 
joined us for a graduates’ conference from 25-29 June. About 
20 alumni attended the conference which was led by Mr 
Woods who lectured on a number of subjects. We are thankful 
for the opportunity to hold these conferences as it helps us to 
maintain our relationship with students and their families even 
after they have graduated. 

How to Help
We mentioned earlier this year that we would try to compile 
a list of ways people who are interested can help the College. 
This list is in progress but we are still tracking down details 
(and learning more about how things work ourselves!) so as 
to be as accurate as possible. We are very grateful to all those 
who have already donated funds towards the purchase of Bibles 
and bicycles, and also for the donations of books, clothing, and 
College uniforms. These things are a great blessing to the 
College. The College has an Adopt-A-Student program which 
is designed to help defray the cost of boarding and educating 
our students. Anyone who is interested in this program is 
welcome to contact the College (CovenantCollegeZambia@
gmail.com).  

Thanksgiving
Please give thanks with us for continued health and strength; 
for a relaxing and safe camping holiday; for the Zulus’ arrival 
to join our team; for the assistance of visiting lecturers; for 
the Woods’ safe arrival and fellowship here; for the volunteers 
who have promised to come; for the Lord’s continual provision 
for the College; for the encouragements that the Lord gives 
us day by day. 

Prayer Requests
Please remember the College throughout the second semester 
(4 July-5 October). We ask for prayer for continued good health 
and protection, especially in the light of a recent outbreak of 
dysentery in our nearest neighbouring village in the past week. 
Please pray for our students as they are faced with many 
temptations and trials and need God’s grace to provide them 
with moral and spiritual strength. Please pray for the College 
management as they are working on significant improvements 
to the Certificate programme and other academic and 
administrative details. Please pray that the Lord will provide 
the necessary finances to keep the College running during 
times of economic difficulty. The College is also advertising for 
an Administrator to come and fill a key personnel need; please 
pray that the Lord will provide a qualified and trustworthy 
Zambian to fill this role. Our foremost prayer is that the Lord 
will be glorified in and through His work here at Covenant 
College. 
‘Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their 
children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and 
establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it’ (Psalm 90:16,17).

In Christ’s Love, 
David, Katie, Elijah and Ketzia Lachman  

Students at Covenant College with visiting lecturer Charles Kalenga



Witness

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

Isaiah 5:20
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