
Free Church

Witness
NOVEMBER 2012 ISSUE

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) Price: £2.00

The Godly Man
Rev Kenneth Macdonald



 

FREE CHURCH WITNESS

CONTENTS

2

Design and Layout: Alasdair Macleod 
Cover: Old Man (JupiterImages, 2012)

Subscription Details
Subscription rates (including postage) for a year’s issues 
of the two magazines mailed to one address are:
U.K.   £27.50
Europe (Airmail)  £30.00
Overseas (Airmail)  £35.00
The congregational rate is £24.00.
We would like to encourage churches to make bulk 
orders. The Explorer may be ordered separately for 
Sabbath Schools.
Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable to:
"Free Church Witness"
Subscriptions and orders should be sent to:

Mrs Isobel McQueer
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, 
Inverness IV2 6XF. 
Email: isobel@mcqueer.com

Witness on Tape
The Free Church Witness magazine is available on two 
tapes which can be ordered at no cost.
Please order your tapes from:

Mr D Grant
4E Belmar Court
Linwood PA3 3EE

FCC Audio Ministry
Sermons by ministers of the Free Church (Continuing) 
are available on CD and a catalogue listing the 
sermons may be obtained. The cost of each CD 
(including postage) is £1.00.
Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable 
to: "Free Church (Continuing) Tape Ministry"
Please order your catalogue and CDs from:

Mr Bill McQueer
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, 
Inverness IV2 6XF. 
Email: bill@mcqueer.com 

Psalmody CDs 
Available from Mrs Isobel Scott
Tel.01506 652168
www.sing-the-psalms.webs.com.

 Page

Holiness is Essential                                    3

Is the Old Man Dead?                                   5

Sri Lanka Mission                                        7

Account of Revival                                      8

Appeal for Unity                                        9

News Desk                                             10

Books                                                   14

The Godly Man                                         16

Remittances - September 2012                      17

Update from Zambia                                  18

COMMUNIONS

November:- 

4 Arran, Edinburgh, Beauly, 
 Aultbea
11 Aberdeen, Tarbat
18 Shettleston, Brora
25  Kiltearn

Editor
Rev William Macleod 

B.Sc Th.M

25 Branklyn Crescent
Academy Park

Glasgow
G13 1GJ

Tel  0141  959 0292
williammacleod@fccontinuing.org

Gifts and Donations
All donations and gifts for the Church should be sent to the 
Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
1a Stewartfield
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2UW

from whom further information may be obtained. Cheques 
should be made payable to “Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing)”.
The Church is a recognised Scottish Charity (No. 030976).

General Treasurer
The General Treasurer is:
Angus Macmillan, 46a Newmarket, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0DU
Tel: 01851 703965 (Home)
Tel: 01851 700235 (Work)
Mobile: 07786 296931
Email: generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

Published by
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
25 Branklyn Crescent
Academy Park
Glasgow G13 1GJ

Church Website at www.fccontinuing.org

Printed by
MMS-Almac Ltd.
Unit F Isla Bank Mills, Keith AB55 5DD
Tel: 01542 886409



Editorial 

NOVEMBER 2012 ISSUE 3

The Bible states quite unambiguously that where there is 
no holiness there will be no heaven. Paul writes in the 
plainest terms, ‘Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 

without which no man shall see the Lord’ (Heb.12:14). Who 
are those who will not see the Lord? They are the ones who 
end up in hell, forever excluded from the presence of the 
Lord. Peter states: ‘But as he which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy’ (1Pet.1:15-16). The prophet 
Habakkuk declares concerning God, ‘Thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity’ (Hab.1:13). 
God hates sin with a perfect hatred. Our Lord Jesus puts it 
positively, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God’ (Mt.5:8). The Pharisees had a kind of holiness. It was 
outward and showy. They craved the praise of men and got 
their reward. But God sees the heart and values what is inner 
and spiritual. Nothing unclean will enter paradise. ‘Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie’ (Rev.22:14-15). So holiness is essential, but what 
is holiness?

1  The Fear of God
‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’ (Ps.111:10). 
It is here that true holiness must start. Give God His place 
and all other things will fall into their rightful place. ‘Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth’ (Eccl.12:1). Think of 
your Maker and your responsibility to Him. ‘Let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire’ (Heb.12:28-29). 
God is great, glorious, majestic, magnificent. How awesome 
is the One who sits ‘upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers’ (Is.40:22)! The Lord 
says: ‘To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word’ (Is.66:2). Do you 
have great views of God? Do you tremble at His word?

2  Obedience
The essence of holiness is obedience to God’s commandments. 
The holy angels in heaven are God’s servants. Jesus taught us to 
pray, ‘Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven’ (Mt.6:10). The 
law was given to us as a rule of life. Holiness is often described 
as separation from sin. It is the opposite of sinfulness and sin 
is defined as not conforming to God’s law, not positively doing 
all God wants or breaking His commandments. ‘Sin is the 
transgression of the law’ (1Jn.3:4).

3 Love
There are two great motives for keeping God’s commandments, 
first the wrath of God and fear of punishment, and second, the 
love of God and desire to please Him. Jesus said: ‘If ye love me, 
keep my commandments’ (Jn.14:15). ‘We love him, because he 

first loved us’ (1Jn.4:19). The love of Christ constrains us to 
live holy lives. Holiness is not bare obedience but delighting in 
God and loving to please Him.

4  Hating Sin
God is holy and hates sin and if we are holy we too will detest 
sin. Sadly in this life we all continue to sin. ‘If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us’ 
(1Jn.1:8). Because of this a holy person is one who is engaged 
in constant warfare. We are fighting against the sin in the 
world. ‘Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the world’ (1Jn2:15-16). Even a greater problem is the sin 
which dwells in our own hearts. The holy person strives with 
the Spirit’s help to trample on sin: ‘For if ye live after the flesh, 
ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live’ (Rom.8:13). One of the great things 
about heaven is that we will never sin again.

5  Fellowship with God
There is another element in holiness which is sometimes 
forgotten. Enoch walked with God and was so special that 
the Lord took him to heaven without dying. He pleased God 
(Heb.11:5). Truly holy people delight in God (Ps.37:4). They 
spend much time in prayer, fellowshipping with God in secret. 
They conduct family worship. They make use of the public 
means of grace, and are never missing from church services or 
prayer meetings unless it is impossible for them to be there. 
They enjoy the sacraments and feed by faith on the broken 
body and shed blood.

6  Serving God and man
Jesus was perfectly holy and He said: ‘I delight to do thy will, 
O my God’ (Ps.40:8). He set the perfect example when He 
washed the disciples’ feet (Jn.13). Holiness involves acts of 
love, bearing one another’s burdens (Gal.6:2). On the day of 
judgment, acts of love to the brethren will be highly valued: 
‘Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me’ 
(Mt.25:34-36).

7  Witnessing
The holy person is like a city set on a hill which cannot be 
hid. They are the light of the world and the more holy they 
are, the more of the light of Christ do they reflect and radiate 
forth. ‘Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven’ 
(Mt.5:16). They share the love of Christ for the lost. Our 
Saviour wept over Jerusalem. He grieved over the lost sheep 
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and was concerned about the fields white unto harvest: ‘Jesus 
saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to finish his work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to 
harvest’ (Jn4:34-35).

8 Heavenly Minded
Paul exhorts us: ‘If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth’ (Col.3:1-2). Sometimes the statement is made that 
an individual is ‘so heavenly minded that they are no earthly 
use’. One minister commented, ‘I have never met anyone like 
that, but I have met plenty so-called Christians who were so 
earthly minded that they were no heavenly use’. Afflictions 
are used by God to sanctify us by making this world painful 

and unpleasant so that we long for heaven where there are 
no sicknesses, pains or tears. The trials of the race and the 
stresses of the duties and the wounds of the battles make 
us long for the rest that remains for the people of God 
(Heb.4:9).

Conclusion
Holiness is not just desirable, it is essential. None of us are 
as holy as we should be. Let us strive after holiness. ‘Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure’ (Phil.2:12-13). Press on towards the mark, the 
goal of perfect holiness. Make use of the means of grace, the 
Word, sacraments and prayer. ‘But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen’ (2Pet.3:18).
 

There are several verses in Paul’s letters which refer 
to the ‘old man’ (Rom.6:6; Eph.4:22; Col.3:9). Over 
the years there has been some controversy as to 

who exactly the ‘old man’ is, and whether he is dead or 
alive – or both! In Scottish theology it was perhaps James 
Fraser of Alness (1700-1769) in his The Scripture Doctrine 
of Sanctification who gave special impetus to the notion that 
the ‘old man’ is alive and co-exists with the ‘new man’ in the 
Christian. To some this view was essential to understanding 
the experience of the believer. To Fraser the ‘old man’ signified 
the corruption of our nature, the principle of sin, ‘so far as it 
remains in the true Christian’. ‘In him, and in him only', says 
Fraser, ‘the former is the old man’. For the unregenerate, 
in Fraser’s understanding, ‘this evil principle’ is not the old 
man ‘but continues young, in full strength and vigour’. Fraser 
paraphrases the passage in Romans 6 thus: ‘we have still our 
old man’, thus making his position perfectly clear. This view 
was not of course new and it has had its advocates ever since, 
notably in the Scottish Highlands, and among the Christian 
Brethren. The question posed in this article is this: ‘Is the old 
man alive in the Christian?’ There are those like James Fraser 
who say, Yes! Apart from their particular understanding of the 
passages mentioned, the point is usually made that it is true 
to the Christian’s experience. But is the interpretation sound? 
It should be noted that the question is not, ‘Is the ‘new man’ 
in Christ perfect?’ For it is clear from Scripture that that is 
not the case (see for example Galatians 3:3; 1 John 1:8-10, 
etc.). Nor is it disputed that the believer is still ‘in the flesh’ 
and so requires to mortify sin (see Romans 8:13; Colossians 
3:5, etc.). These things are undoubtedly true. However, the 
question is, ‘Does Paul teach that the old man (whatever he 
means by that) is still alive in the believer?’ Or should these 
passages rather be understood as teaching that the old man is 
indeed dead in the believer? We require to look closely at the 

passages in Paul’s letters which raise this matter: Romans 6:6, 
Ephesians 4:22-24 and Colossians 3:9-10.

Romans 6:6
In Romans 6 there is a contrast between the new and the old. 
Believers are said to walk in ‘newness of life’ (v4), whereas the 
‘old man’ is ‘crucified with Christ’ (v6). This has often been 
taken to reflect a contrast within the believer, so that when he 
sins he acts in terms of the old man, and when he does well 
he acts in terms of the new. This explains, it is said, the conflict 
between flesh and spirit and sin and holiness in the believer. 
Is that what Paul means? He actually says this (literally): ‘That 
our old man was crucified with him’. The Authorised Version 
translates the Greek word in the present tense – ‘is crucified 
with him’. However, in Greek grammar it is what is called an 
aorist passive, indicating something that has been completed 
in the past, and should be translated ‘was crucified’. So Paul is 
indicating that the ‘old man’ was in fact put to death decisively 
in the past. When? When they were ‘crucified in Christ’ (v6). 
The point may be made that one cannot be crucified and 
alive at the same time. The term, comments John Murray, is 
‘epexegetical [of the same sort of understanding] of other 
expressions, such as “we died to sin”, “we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death”, “we died with Christ” 
(Romans 6:2,5,8)’. In addition to this the parallel truth of the 
resurrection of Christ, and believers in Him (as indicated in 
verses 9 to 11) surely excludes the notion that the ‘old man’ 
is alive. The resurrected Lord, after all, is not in any ‘process’ 
of resurrection. And so those raised in Him cannot surely be 
thought of as being in the ‘process’ of being raised in Him. 
They are to reckon themselves dead to sin but alive to God 
(v11). It is the ‘new man’ who is raised up in Christ, and it is 
newness of resurrection life that Paul is emphasising here in 
the context (v4). On this verse, then, the ‘old man’ must be 
the unregenerate, unconverted, unsaved person, or, in other 
words, the believer in his former state under sin. It is precisely 
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that state which is put to death in principle in the believer 
at conversion. That is the explanation for the reference to 
baptism in the context of verses 3 and 4. It is because this ‘old 
man’ is dead in the believer that Paul can give the exhortation: 
‘let not sin  therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof’ (Romans 6:12).

Colossians 3:9-10
In Colossians 3 Paul exhorts his Christian readers to desist 
from certain sins (verses 5 to 8). These sins are certainly 
characteristic of the ‘old man’. But the reason he gives for 
desisting from these sins is that after all they have put off 
the old man and put on the new! He has already told them 
that they were already dead. The Greek word means, literally, 
‘ye died’. Now their life is hidden in Christ (verse 3). In 
verses 9 and 10 Paul uses two important words. In verse 
9 there is a word which means ‘having put off ’. In verse 10 
the word means ‘having put on’. These point, grammatically, 
to completed action in the past. The idea of ‘putting off ’ and 
‘putting on’ is hardly consistent with the notion that what 
has been put off – the old – and what has been subsequently 
put on – the new. Can both be present at the same time? 
Surely not! So, here in Colossians, too, the ‘old man’ has been 
definitely put off by believers, and they are now clothed with 
the new man (verses 12 to 17). As Herbert Carson expressed 
it: ‘The believer … has ceased to be what he once was. As a 
new creature in Christ he can never be the same. Hence the 
practices which were normal to him in his unregenerate state 
are now completely unnatural’. At the same time of course 
he is still in the body and therefore has to contend with the 
flesh, in terms of continuing indwelling sin. But he is not the 
‘old man’ (in Adam), but the ‘new man’ (in Christ).

Ephesians 4:22-24
At first sight Ephesians 4 appears to contradict the way 
we have interpreted the Romans and Colossians passages. 
Some worthy Reformed commentators, such as Charles 
Hodge, understand the ‘old man’ here (in verse 22) as being 
synonymous with the old corrupt nature still to be mortified. 
Again, we are not arguing against the need for the mortification 
of indwelling sin. But as far as the identity of the ‘old man’ is 
concerned, does Paul here attach a different idea from that 
used elsewhere? We think not, for the following reasons:
(1) In the original text the sentence and thought is unbroken 
from verse 20 to verse 24, so that the ‘putting off ’ of the old 
man is an element of what has been learned in Christ (verse 
20). There is a contrast here between a former manner of 
conduct which was the character of the ‘old man’ and the 

manner of conduct now which is the character of the ‘new 
man’, as he has ‘learned Christ’. It is therefore incongruous to 
maintain the co-existence in the believer of such contrasting 
clearly dominant life-styles. Also, because of the flow from 
verse 20, verse 22 becomes a consequence of what is stated 
in that verse, namely, you have learned Christ in this way, in 
that you have ‘put off ’ the ‘old man’.
(2) The characteristic of the ‘old man’ in verse 22 as ‘ corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts’, – and in terms of the sort 
of conduct described in verses 18 and 19 – is seriously at 
variance with the description of the believer, the ‘new man’ 
– however much the believer may be conscious of indwelling 
sin.
(3) Again, the tenses of the verbs ‘put off ’ and ‘put on’ point 
to completed action in the past. The RSV is inaccurate by 
translating these in what is called the imperative in the 
present: ‘Put off your old nature … put on your new nature’. 
It is, however, consistent with the context here to take these 
words as defining the content of the previous verbs or nouns. 
Thus, as John Murray has put it: ‘the infinitives would express 
what believers had learned of Christ or had been taught by 
him’. The idea is: ‘So get rid of your old self, which made you 
live as you used to – the old self that was being destroyed by 
its deceitful desires’.
(4) The putting on of the ‘new man’ (verse 24) is part of how 
the believer has learned Christ. This ‘new man’ is described as 
‘created after [according to] God’. This reminds us that the 
change from old to new is God’s doing and it is consistent 
with the fact that the believer is now a new creation in Christ 
(2Cor.5:17; Eph.2:10). The question, then, is: Can the believer 
really be at the same time a new creation (‘new man’) and 
also an ‘old man’ with the character of verses 17 to 22? Surely 
not!
(5) Finally, there is the analogy of the parallel passages already 
referred to. Would Paul speak in Romans 6 and Colossians 
3 of a definite ‘crucifixion’ of the ‘old man’ and yet speak in 
Ephesians 4 as if the ‘old man’ were, after all, not so crucified? 
The conclusion is inescapable that the idea of the ‘old man’ 
is the same in all three passages where these terms are used. 
He has been ‘crucified’, he is ‘dead’. In this way Paul indicates 
and emphasises the radical breach there has been on the part 
of the believer with the world and with the dominion of sin. 
And after all, the ‘old man’ is characterised by the dominion 
of sin.

The reality of indwelling sin still there
But then the question must still be asked: Is this just a matter of 
the meaning of words? What about the reality of a Christian’s 

The characteristic of the ‘old man’ as 
‘corrupt according to the deceitful 

lusts’, is seriously at variance with the 
description of the believer, the ‘new man’ 
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experience? Are there not paradoxes here? Believers are said 
in one place to have died once and for all, in Christ, to sin, yet 
in another place are exhorted to mortify sin. And what do 
you make of Romans 7:14-25? Is that not a common Christian 
experience? How can you say that the ‘old man’ is dead, and 
yet you are happy to say that there is indwelling sin which 
needs to be put to death? Our concern must be to establish 
what Paul intended to teach in these passages in which he uses 
the terms ‘old man’ and ‘new man’. It is clear that on the one 
hand he is dealing with a definitive breach with sin, and on the 
other hand with the fact that the believer is still imperfect. The 
believer has indwelling sin and must spend his life mortifying it. 
Robert Gromacki, commenting on Colossians 3:9 is helpful at 
this point: ‘At conversion, the believing sinner positionally put 
off his old life… In his daily life, however, he must appropriate 
his spiritual identification with Christ and put off the actual 
practice of sin’.
The point here is that the old man is not indwelling sin but a 
‘person’, specifically a person under the domination of sin and 

the flesh. To this ‘person’ the believer as a ‘new man’ stands in 
sharp contrast. The believer has only one position before God. 
It is not that he has put on new clothes over old rags. The old 
standing has been replaced by a new standing before God, in 
Christ and through Christ. At the same time he admittedly still 
retains elements or characteristics of the old nature. But there 
is a progressive renewal taking place which applies to the ‘new 
man’ in Christ. This element in fact is present in the passages 
discussed. In Ephesians 4:23 one result of learning Christ is 
renewal in the spirit of the mind. In Colossians 3:10 the new 
man is renewed in knowledge according to the image of the 
creator. As John Murray comments: ‘The believer is a new man, 
a new creation, but he is still a new man not yet made perfect’. 
So, in Paul’s teaching, the ‘old man’ is the unregenerate man, 
whereas the ‘new man’ is the regenerate man in Christ. And 
just as we do not speak of men being both regenerate and 
unregenerate at the same time, it is inappropriate to speak of 
believers as being old men and new men at the same time.

Dear Friends, 

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 
It is always good to report on how the Lord is working with 
needy souls in Sri Lanka. 

Family 
We are very thankful that the Lord is using us to establish His 
kingdom. We had some difficulties in getting my wife’s transfer 
to Vavuniya where our Mission work is based. However, by the 
grace of God, all the paper work has now been completed and 
the hospital in Jaffna have happily released her. The next step 
we will have to undertake is a visit to the Ministry of Health for 
confirmation of the new hospital appointment in Vavuniya. We 
are trusting that the Almighty will help us with this matter. We 
are enjoying our new surroundings and settling in slowly. This 
is a very new and exciting experience for us. We are finding 
it a constant spiritual battle, as there is little good fellowship 
for us in Vavuniya. I have been encouraged by Skype calls from 
Scotland and Singapore. Occasionally I have also spoken on 
the phone to friends in Scotland. This is a great comfort to us, 
in Christ. Sometimes I have received kind emails too. We are 
very thankful for all those who contact us. 

Ministry
We are continuing to have our worship service every Sabbath 
afternoon. I have been preaching through the Beatitudes on 
the Sabbath. It has been very interesting to compare the 
world’s teaching of what happiness is with that of Christ. It 
is a particularly good reminder to the Charismatic people 
who worship with us. There are nine people who regularly 

attend the services. Some visitors come and go from time to 
time. There are three teenagers who are showing an interest 
and listening very carefully to the message. This is a great 
encouragement to us. I have given to them a copy of the 
Heidelberg Catechism (in Tamil) to study. I am praying that 
the Lord would bless it to them. How wonderful it would be 
if they were to come to faith in Christ! 
God has enabled us to commence a prayer meeting every 
Thursday at 4:30pm. Some pastors and their wives have been 
coming along. Most of the time we have twelve adults present. 
I am teaching the Westminster Confession of Faith in the 
prayer meeting and I feel that they have been very blessed 
meetings. 
We are thankful that we have made contact with two Roman 
Catholic families. We are visiting them once a month with the 
Gospel. One of the families has six children; I have taken their 
dates of birth and when we visit on a birthday we bring a gift. 
This is one example of how we reach out to the families in 
the community. 
A family friend donated Rs200,000 (£1,000) for the purchase 
of good, Reformed books for the people in Sri Lanka. I have 
made a purchase of such books and am giving them out free 
of charge to those who are willing to learn about Christ. This 
is also a very useful ministry. 
One organisation from the Netherlands (Ceylon Christian 
Care) is willing to help with some charity work in our area. 
They have been in touch with our Missions Committee in 
Scotland. They expressed an interest in helping in different 
ways, eg with a pre-school program. We are very thankful for 
this. They expect to visit me in Sri Lanka in October, God 
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Books
willing. During their visit we will discuss further how we can 
work together.

Youth and Family Conference
We had our youth and family conference at Vanni Inn Hotel in 
Vavuniya on the 24th and 25th of August. It was a very blessed 
time. Rev R Bala from New Zealand (a Tamil, Reformed Baptist 
minister) addressed the camp on four occasions on the topic: 
‘Why Is the Church Important for our Spiritual Life?’ Rev 
S D Vijayenthiran, my brother and a Reformed Presbyterian 
minister in Colombo, spoke on ‘What are the Marks of the 
True Christian?’ Both men spoke very well. The people who 
attended the conference said that it was the best teaching 
they had ever heard. This was very encouraging for us. 
We printed a brochure with the schedule for the weekend 
and included in it a feedback form. In the feedback form we 
asked, ‘What did you like?’ ‘What could be improved?’ and 
‘What spiritual blessing did you get from the conference?’ All 
of the feedback received indicated that the messages were 
very clear and had led them to think about the importance 
of the church, both historically and biblically. Others enjoyed 
the use of God’s songs in the worship (Psalms), and the timing 
and organisation of the schedule. When I read the feedback 
forms I was greatly encouraged by the way the Lord had 
worked through the conference. By God’s grace 65 - 70 
adults attended. We are praying that the Word taught in the 
conference will bring blessing to these individuals. Twenty-five 
of the conference participants stayed with us in our home. 
Others stayed with our friend Maran’s family who were very 
willing to help with the conference. 
We gave away free of charge some Reformed books to those 
who were keen to read. We also gave a copy of Rev R Bala’s 
book on the Gifts of the Early Church and Rev Albert N Martin’s 
book on the Christian Life (a Tamil translation by Rev R Bala) 
to all who attended the conference. Though none of my 
personal contacts attended the meetings, those who attend 
our prayer meeting invited their friends and church members. 

A friend from Singapore donated to us Rs100,000 (£500) for 
the conference. We managed to cover the costs of the entire 
conference with this one donation. We are very thankful for 
this family. Please pray for God’s blessing upon the cheerful 
givers. 

Thanksgiving: 
1. For the encouragements God has given us. 
2. For the doors God has opened to teach the Word of God. 
3. That God has opened the path for my wife’s transfer. 
4. The good number of regular attendees at the worship 
service. 
5. The blessings received at the conference. 

Prayer requests: 
1. Pray for our mission work and the salvation of souls. 
2. Pray for new contacts to be made and the work of the 
Gospel. 
3. Pray for more Tamil Psalms to be translated for our 
singing. 
4. Pray for the provision of good preachers to give sound 
teaching in this needy land.
5. Pray that God will lead as to whether to attempt to start 
a seminary to train pastors which could be of great use for 
the people here. 
6. Pray for wisdom in our dealings with the Netherlands 
charity, to see the leading of the Lord with regard to starting 
a pre-school ministry, and that it would all bring glory to 
Christ. 
7. Pray that the Lord would guide us to identify a village of His 
choosing where we will start a children’s ministry. 
8. Pray for those who attended the conference; that the 
message of Christ would bring salvation and reformation to 
their lives. 

In Christ’s name
Parthee
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This case concerns a fisherman who is the father of 
a family, and in the prime of life. He was a man of 
correct life, and great respectability; religious too, a 

church-member, and regular in attendance on ordinances; 
but that earnestness which should have been given to the 
vital concerns of spiritual religion he spent exclusively on his 
worldly occupation, to which he devoted himself with all the 
energies of a powerful body and a strong mind - he and his 
crew being looked up to by the whole town as models of 
enterprise and skill. 
When we first visited him, we found this strong man bowed 
down with sore spiritual distress, and meek and gentle as a 
little child. His heart, and that of his wife, were still bleeding 
from a recent domestic bereavement; but a deeper sorrow 
now afflicted both. Our words brought no comfort that day, 
nor the next. 
On the morning of the second Thursday of the awakening, he 
went to sea, a heavy-laden man. His distress became intense. 
A brother of his told us that he had on former occasions seen 
their boat half full of water without one of the crew wincing; 
but that day, when they saw the anguish of their stout-hearted 
skipper though they had little sympathy with his feelings at 
that time, there was not a dry cheek in the boat. He was 
impatient to get ashore. 
On landing, to the astonishment of all who knew how 
engrossed the man had been in the world before, he told his 
brother to draw up his boat on the beach, and bade his crew 
go and engage themselves to another, for he would not go to 
sea again till he got relief from this terrible burden; though 
a boat came in full of sovereigns, he would not go and take 
them out; the world was as chaff to him now. Scarcely taking 
time for necessary refreshment, he hurried to the place of 
worship where he learnt the writer of this statement was to 
be found. 

Soon after he entered, it so happened that we gave out to be 
sung the following lines from Psalm 107:

‘Fools for their sin and their offence, 
Do sore affliction bear; 
All kind of meat their soul abhors; 
They to death’s gates draw near’. 

At the close of the service, the strong man, bent and stooping 
with the weight of his anguish, anxiously asked us how it 
was that he who liked so well to sing could take no part in 
the singing of the above words. The reason was plain, as we 
told him; those lines described his own case so exactly (he 
had been unable to eat or sleep for several days) that the 
emotions excited by them had choked his utterance. 
He bemoaned himself as ‘a wretched and sinful man’, for 
having gone to sea that day, and so withdrawing himself from 
those opportunities which might have been the means of 
peace to his soul. He told us what he had said to his crew; 
and we found, at the close of a half-hour’s conversation with 
him, in which we endeavoured to exhibit Christ to him in all 
simplicity and freeness, that one remaining anxiety of his heart 
was whether he should resign himself to sleep or not that 
night. Must he not keep awake till he found Christ? What if he 
should sleep away his spiritual concern? 
We counselled him to take rest; body and mind required it  and 
God did not deny him it; ‘so He giveth his beloved sleep’. God 
would keep his spirit. And considering his honesty of purpose, 
and intense earnestness, we ventured, for his encouragement, 
to express the conviction that he would not be long in finding 
rest in the Saviour. On his way home, as he afterwards told 
us, pondering what had been said to him, he experienced a 
blessed relief; it was then, as he believes, he embraced Christ, 
who has ever since been his hope and joy. 
‘This is a new house now, sir’, his partner united with him in 
saying on the occasion of our next visit. ‘We are a happy house 
now. We were happy enough before, too, but it was nothing to 
this. The Bible is new, prayer is new, the Sabbath is new’. 
His great anxiety now was how to preserve his new feelings 
amid the battle of worldly business and how to be of any 
use in the cause of Christ. His zeal in endeavouring to bring 
friends and relatives to the Saviour knew no bounds. 

Accounts of the 1859-60 Revival:

A Good-living Fisherman, 
Cellardyke, Fife

Rev Alex Gregory, minister at 

Anstruther at the time

‘This is a new house now, sir’, his partner united 
with him in saying on the occasion of our next visit. 
‘We are a happy house now. We were happy enough 
before, too, but it was nothing to this. The Bible is 

new, prayer is new, the Sabbath is new’.
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If you be the sons of peace, you shall be characterized 
by this shibboleth, you will call for accommodation, not 
for toleration; for one way, not for two. Let there be no 

strife between us and you, for we be brethren: and is not the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite yet in the land (Gen.13:7,8)? Oh let 
it not be told in Gath, nor published in the streets of Ashkelon. 
Let it not be said, that there can be no unity in the church 
without prelacy. 
Brethren I charge you by the roes and by the hinds of the field, 
that ye awake not nor stir up Jesus Christ till He please (Song 
of Sol.2:7); for His rest is sweet and glorious with His well-
beloved. It shall be no grief of heart to you afterward, that you 
have pleased others as well as yourselves, and have stretched 
your principles for an accommodation in church government, 
as well as in worship, and that for the church’s peace and 
edification; and that the ears of our common enemies may 
tingle, when it shall be said, The churches of Christ in England 
have rest, and are edified, and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the joy of the Holy Ghost are multiplied (Acts 9:31). 
Alas how shall our divisions and contentions hinder the 
preaching and learning of Christ, and the edifying one another 
in love! Is Christ divided? saith the Apostle. There is but one 
Christ, yea the head and the body makes one Christ, so that 
you cannot divide the body without dividing Christ. Is there 
so much as a seam in Christ’s garment? Is it not woven 
throughout from the top to the bottom? Will you have one 
half of Israel follow Tibni, and another half to follow Omri? 
O brethren, we shall be one in heaven, let us pack up our 
differences in this place of our pilgrimage, the best way we 
can. Nay, we will not despair of unity in this world. Hath not 
God promised to give us one heart and one way? (Jer.32:39; 
Ezek.11:19) and that Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah 
shall not vex Ephraim, but they shall flee upon the shoulders 
of the Philistines toward the east, they shall spoil them of the 
east together (Is.11:13,14)? 

Hath not the Mediator (whom the Father heareth always) 
prayed that all His may be one? (John 17:21). Brethren, it is not 
impossible, pray for it, endeavour it, press hard toward the mark 
of accommodation. How much better is it that you be one with 
the other Reformed Churches, though somewhat straitened 
and bound up, than to be divided though at full liberty and 
elbow-room! Better is a dry morsel and quietness therewith, 
than a house full of sacrifices with strife (Prov.17:1). 
Doth not the Solemn League and Covenant bind you sincerely, 
really, and constantly to endeavour the nearest (mark nearest) 
uniformity and conjunction in religion: and that you shall not 
suffer yourselves directly or indirectly to be withdrawn from 
this blessed union and conjunction? I know there is a spirit 
of jealousy [suspicion] walking up and down. Oh beware of 
groundless fears and apprehensions. Judge not, lest you be 
judged (Mt.7:1). Judge not according to appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment (John 7:24). 
Many false rumours and surmises there have been concerning 
the Presbyterian principles, practices, designs. I am persuaded 
if there were but a right understanding one of another’s 
intentions, the accommodation I speak of would not be 
difficult. Brethren, if you will not hearken to wholesome 
counsel, you shall be the more inexcusable. I have in my eye 
that law of God, ‘Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart: 
thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer 
sin upon him’ (Lev.19:17). Faithful are the wounds of a friend 
(Prov.27:6). Therefore love the truth and peace (Zech.8:19). 
Yea, seek peace and pursue it (1 Pet. 3:11).
Consider what I say. The Lord guide your feet in the way of 
peace. And Oh that God would put it in your hearts to cry 
down toleration, and to cry up accommodation!

From George Gillespie – Wholesome Severity Reconciled with 
Liberty of Conscience

Appeal to the Westminster Assembly for Unity
George Gillespie (17th Century)

The Lord guide your feet in the way of peace. 
And Oh that God would put it in your 

hearts to cry down toleration, and to cry up 
accommodation!
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News

The Solid Rock Club (Psalm 31:2) 
is a weekly children’s club held at 
Shettleston FCC. The club is held 

every Friday night during term-time; and 
in addition, each Summer a holiday club 
is hosted for a week in August.
From the 30th of July to the 3rd of 
August the local children poured eagerly 
into the church. Each night they took 
part in games, sports, arts and crafts 
and heard a Bible message. Tying in with 
the Olympics, the theme of the club 
was Run the Race – Living for God. This 
was divided into five topics for each 

night which included the Equipment, 
the Rules, the Team, the Endurance and, 
in conclusion, the Reward. Around 30 
children attended with an average of 20 
each night.
The weekly club has now started back 
for the term and due to demand, and 
our limited space, we have opened an 
additional session for young teens.
At the end of each term a family day and 
prize-giving is held. This is an opportunity 
for the families from the club to meet 
and mingle with the congregation and 
also receive a gospel message. Please 

pray for these family days as we try to 
establish contact with families as well as 
the children.
We are grateful to God for his help in 
many aspects of the work and were 
amazed at His provision in providing 
a grant from Comic Relief to have the 
area to the side of the church levelled 
and grassed. In good weather, this now 
provides an excellent play area.  Above 
all we want to see young souls saved. 
Do join in prayer for us.

Solid Rock Club, Shettleston  (Martin Fraser)
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School in Theology
Alasdair J Macleod

The 60th Free Church School in 
Theology met from 3 to 6 September 

2012 at Carronvale House in Larbert, 
bringing together ministers, divinity 
students and laymen from churches 
throughout the United Kingdom for 
discussion and fellowship.
The conference was opened by Rev John 
J Murray, who spoke on the Monday 
evening on ‘The Great Ejection of 1662’, 
commemorating the 350th anniversary 
of the ejection of the Covenanters from 
the Church of Scotland. Mr Murray set 
the Ejection in its historical context as 
one part of the campaign by the Stewart 
kings to roll back the achievements of the 
Reformation in the Churches of England 
and Scotland, achievements that would 
largely be secured in the Revolution 
Settlement of 1690. However, he did not 
neglect the human story of the Ejection: 
the courage required by the ministers 
to stand firmly behind their Biblical 
principles, and the suffering experienced 
in being turned out from their homes 
and livelihoods in the middle of winter.
Another highlight came the following 
morning from experienced missionary 
Tony Lambert of OMF, who spoke 
encouragingly and knowledgeably of the 
wonderful advance of the Gospel in 
China since 1980. Dr Lambert stressed 
that there is no need to exaggerate the 
work of God in China, as the real story 
is quite marvellous enough without 
reliance on wild statistics. He was 
able to speak from extensive personal 
experience of the general orthodoxy 
and solidity of the Chinese Church.
The other addresses included a fine 
paper Justification by Rev Derek Petrie 
(RPC, Larne), who chose to  focus 
especially on its significance and 
meaning, and brought out much useful 

teaching. Rev David Silversides (RPC, 
Loughbrickland) had a sadder subject in 
challenging the ‘Contemporary Wresting 
of Scripture’, especially the attempts by 
modern exegetes to undermine the 
Bible’s condemnation 
of sexual deviancy, and 
the use in modern 
translations of gender 
neutrality, sometimes 
with serious sacrifices 
of clarity in translation.
Many agreed that the 
highlight of the School 
was a striking paper 
by Rev Malcolm Watts 
(Emmanuel Church, 
Salisbury) on ‘The 
Destiny of Creation’, an 
exposition of Romans 
8:18-23, in which Mr 
Watts built a robust 
case for considering 
the new earth 
anticipated in Scripture 
to be a renovation of 
the present world on 
the basis of Christ’s 
finished work. The 
warm and encouraging 
application of this 
theme was stimulating 
and helpful for all.
Further papers were given by Rev 
Allan Murray (FCC, Brora) and Rev 
James Gracie (FCC, Edinburgh), with 
the conclusion of the conference 
being a warm and practical address on 
‘Fighting the Good Fight’ by Rev Maurice 
Roberts. This conference celebrated the 
60th anniversary of the foundation of 
the annual School in Theology by R 
A Finlayson and others in the 1950s, 
and the occasion was marked by the 
presentation of a ‘birthday’ cake from 
the staff at Carronvale House. The 2013 

School will be held from 2 to 5 September 
DV. Audio recordings of addresses are 
available from Bill McQueer, email bill@
mcqueer.com for details.

Black Watch Appeal
Derick Gillies

In September 2011 the 3rd Battalion 
Black Watch headed out again to 

Afghanistan for their tour of duty, having 
trained very hard for a number of months. 
The plan was to send every soldier a 
parcel with a letter of encouragement, 
a New Testament, Christian leaflets and 
some treats, i e shower gel, deodorant, 
sweets, toothpaste, etc. The intention 
was that everything would be out by 
the end of October / beginning of 
November. I went to a supermarket to 

Desk

Contents of a Black Watch Parcel
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price the goods and make sure the weight didn’t go over the 
2kg allowed. The order was put in to the shop. Having done 
this two years ago I had a good idea as to what needed to get 
done. The Gideons’ Inverness branch, through a contact from 
Stornoway from the last time, provided 480 New Testaments 
at no cost. Volunteers had agreed to come on a Saturday to 
help pack. 
However the goods that were ordered didn’t arrive on time 
so most of the packing was done during the week on my days 
off. Also I was overcharged £425 by the supermarket which I 
had to get back. It was now December and still I didn’t have all 
the goods delivered from the supermarket. Then I went down 
with flu. Things looked to me to be totally out of control. All 
my planning went out the window. As things were going the 
soldiers would be doing well to get the gifts by December 
2012! 
But we have a great GOD and He is always in control. People 
came in ones and twos helping packing as the stuff came in. 
The couple living in the church flat provided food for me on 
different occasions which helped to lift my morale. Not enough 
letters came in for each parcel. However there was one letter 
from Captain Maclean, Stornoway, that covered everything I 
believe we as a denomination would wish to say. 
All the parcels went out in February. This was not the time I 
had wanted but ended up being the best time as these parcels 
arrived when most people had stopped sending goods. I found 
this out with the letters which came from the commanding 
officer and soldiers. 
Here are some quotes: ‘Thank you for the Testament. Indeed 
God’s protection and guidance is with us all and without 
Him nothing would be possible’. Another soldier wrote: ‘As 
a believer myself, I was greatly encouraged by the message 
of your Church. It is a comfort to be reminded that, though 
thousands of miles apart, I walk side by side with my brothers 
and sisters in the Lord. I have not stopped giving thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers (Eph.1:15-16)’. 
We give thanks to the Lord that no one was killed. However 
one soldier was severely injured, losing both his legs. Since 
the Battalion has come back a number of soldiers from all the 
ranks have come to say a heartfelt thanks. One soldier told 
me of a friend who had left the army and found it difficult to 
adjust back to civilian life and committed suicide. He was in 
his twenties. Please continue to pray for our service personnel 
and veterans and again accept my heartfelt thanks for your 
most generous response to my original appeal.

Sex Education has had little effect 
on Teen Pregnancy Rates 

Christian Institute

Sex education has failed to tackle teenage pregnancy rates 
over the last 40 years, an academic analysis of the data 

concludes. Professor David Paton looked at the statistics and 
says the under-16 pregnancy rate has not fallen significantly 
in four decades. He thinks more should be done to reduce 
the number of youngsters having sex, rather than doling out 
condoms and contraceptive pills.
But the sex education lobby has attacked his conclusions, 
saying that Britain should follow the Netherlands’ ‘open and 
accepting attitude’ to teenage sex.
Writing in the journal, Education and Health, Prof Paton said: 
‘Over the past 40 years, millions of pounds have been spent by 

policy makers on numerous initiatives aimed at cutting teenage 
pregnancy rates in the UK. However, identifying the impact 
of policy interventions on trends in underage conceptions 
since 1969 presents something of a challenge. Indeed, it is 
striking that the rate of conceptions to under-16s in England 
and Wales was almost exactly the same in 2009 as 40 years 
previously. Over this period, there have been a number of 
temporary movements in the series both up and down, but it 
is very difficult to establish a strong case that standard policy 
interventions have been at the root of such changes’.
Prof Paton concludes: ‘Looking forward, the time appears ripe 
for a shift in focus from policies aimed at reducing the risks 
associated with underage sexual activity to those which are 
aimed more directly at reducing the level of underage sexual 
activity’.
When will people realise that God’s plan for sex within marriage 
is best?

Christians suffer in Syria
Barnabas

The conflict in Syria has precipitated a major refugee crisis 
on the EU’s doorstep: endangered Christians are resorting 

to desperate means of escaping their war-torn country, putting 
themselves into the hands of human traffickers to get to safety. 
Will EU countries open their borders to help them? 
There are 2.3 million Christians in Syria, and many of them 
want to leave as conditions in the country deteriorate and 
threats against them intensify. Essentials such as water, food, 
electricity and petrol are in short supply, and Christians are 
increasingly being targeted by the opposition forces, who 
perceive them as being pro-Assad.
Tens of thousands of Syrians have fled to neighbouring Lebanon, 
but as the conflict between supporters and opponents of 
President Assad spills over that border, alternative places of 
refuge are being sought. Hundreds of Christian families have 
gone to Greece, putting themselves into the hands of human 
traffickers and enduring treacherous journeys to get there via 
Turkey. All borders into Turkey are now controlled by the Free 
Syrian Army, who do not permit Christians to cross. They are 
told: ‘You are with Assad. You can stay here and be killed with 
him’.
The Syrians are ultimately trying to get to another European 
country, chiefly Sweden or Germany, where many have relatives. 
The traffickers are exploiting their desperation, demanding 
thousands of Euros – typically €4,000 for adults, €2,000 for 
children – for the onward journey.
Some Christian refugees have almost died en route to Greece. 
One 30-year-old man was transported along with 22 other 
people in an inflatable boat designed for only six to eight 
people. It almost collapsed and sank twice. Another Christian 
man, aged 27, ran into a sewerage piping system filled with 
waste in a bid to escape the Turkish police, who subsequently 
caught and beat him. He eventually made it to Greece, on 
a dangerous boat trip during which the inadequate vessel 
capsized. In Greece, he has been beaten up by a group of 
attackers who are believed to belong to a political party that 
is extremely hostile to foreigners and immigrants. Some of the 
Christian refugees have sold all their possessions to pay the 
traffickers. Others who cannot afford the fee are attempting to 
walk, such is their determination to escape Syria.
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The 31st of October 2012 marks the 350th anniversary of 
the Ejection of nearly 400 Covenanter ministers from their 

parishes in Scotland. It is sometimes known as the 'Outing of 
the Ministers'. These men refused to conform to the imposition 
by Charles II of what they believed to be unscriptural forms 
of worship and government on the Reformed Church in 
Scotland. A reign of persecution began and many of these 
men were hounded, tortured and killed. Some were executed 
on a gallows in the Grassmarket in Edinburgh. A Covenanter 
Memorial stone marks the spot where they died. 
Prior to the annual meetings of the Scottish Reformation 
Society on 15th September a group gathered for a Thanksgiving 
Service at the Memorial. The service was led by the Rev John 
J Murray, vice Chairman of the Society, who gave a short 
introduction to the Covenanters. The Rev Gavin Beers then 
preached on the Kingship of Christ. It was a privilege to pay 
tribute to those  who fought for the religious and civil liberties 

which we have enjoyed and which are once again coming under 
threat.
From the Grassmarket the group moved to the Magdalen 
Chapel. This is the place where some of those who were 
executed were taken and their bodies dressed before burial 
in Greyfriars Kirkyard. The Chapel is now the headquarters 
of the Society and the Business Meeting heard from the 
Chairman, Rev Dr J Millar, of recent progress in the work of 
the Society. He paid tribute in particular to the Secretary, Rev 
Dr D Somerset and the Treasurer, Rev Andrew Coghill who is 
ably assisted by his wife, for their work.  
At the public meeting the Rev Gavin Beers, an Ulsterman 
ministering in Ayr, spoke on the 'Scottish Ulster Connection'. 
He traced the connections in the pre-Reformation, Reformation 
and Covenanting periods. It was a fascinating study of men and 
movements delivered with conviction and passion. He ended 
by powerfully applying the lessons to our own day.

Scottish Reformation Society
Rev John J Murray

F P Church in Ulster 
Elects New Moderator

Christian Observer

A 10th September 2012 News Letter 
article titled ‘Free Presbyterian 

Church in Ulster Elects New Moderator’ 
reports that in a 7th September 2012 
meeting of the Ulster Presbytery of 
the Free Presbyterian Church in Ulster 
(FPCU), the Rev John Greer was chosen 
to be the new FPCU moderator.
Mr. Greer is only the second FPCU 
moderator to be elected after the 
retirement of FPCU founder the Rev Dr 
Ian Paisley. 58-year-old Mr Greer takes 
over from Newtownards’ minister the 
Rev Ron Johnstone, who was Moderator 
for four and a half years.
Mr Greer, a Ballymena man, has been 
in the Free Presbyterian ministry 
for 34 years, having been installed in 
Sixmilecross, Co Tyrone, in 1978. In 1983, 
he moved to Philadelphia in Pennsylvania 
to establish a branch of the Free Presbyterian Church in 
the United States and spent 17 years of ministry there. He 
returned to Northern Ireland in 2000 to take charge of the 
thriving Ballymena congregation on the retirement of the Rev 
James Beggs, a brother-in-law of Dr Paisley.
There are 60 Free Presbyterian congregations in Ireland, with 
an approximate worshipping membership of 15,000. Three 
congregations are located in the Republic. Ballymena is one of 
the foremost churches, with 300 families.

Mr Greer, father of six children – three boys and three girls – 
says he sees his Moderator’s role as essentially being chairman 
of the Ulster Presbytery, fully representative, as it is, of the 
various Free Presbyterian congregations around the country. 
He stated: ‘My ministerial and moderatorial goals are entirely 
spiritual and Biblical, with a concentration on missionary 
and youth work… Our aim is to advance Christ’s kingdom 
through our active church witness’.

Rev John Greer, Ballymena
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Books
The Scottish 
Reformation 

David Hay Fleming, 
Reformation Press, 
pbk, 143pp, £6.99

David Hay Fleming may be an unfamiliar 
name so he ought to be introduced. 

He was one of the foremost historians in 
Scotland in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. Initially involved in the 
family business, he sold it to devote more 
time to his historical researches. He wrote 
a great number of book reviews, became the 
editor of the Register of the Privy Seal, and 
was influential in getting every ancient ruin 
of his hometown of St Andrews rebuilt.
The author here writes a chronological 
narrative of the main events of the Scottish 
Reformation. It is an overview, and lacks 
the detail which some might want, but for 
many the detail in it will suffice. It would 
be an ideal book as an introduction to the 
Reformation, suitable for those in their 
early teens and above. Credit goes to the 
publisher for making the text large enough 
to read comfortably.
It primarily describes a political and military 
struggle between the Protestants and the 
forces of the Queen Regent, the French 
military and the established Roman Catholic 
Church. Throughout its pages the author 
makes extensive use of dates and places to 
give the reader a good knowledge of how 
the Reformation progressed.
However, Fleming’s history is not devoid of 
characters, and the reader will feel an affinity 
with some of those mentioned. There are 
quotes in the contemporary Lowland Scots 
dialect from the martyrs, from Knox, and 
and from the Acts of Parliament which 
add humanity to the account, and although 
the book is certainly not intended as a 
biography of any person, the author does 
furnish his narrative with many insightful and 
even semi-humorous descriptions.
The over-arching theme is God’s complete 
sovereignty, and thus it is not just a good 

historical read. It is heartening and also 
instructive to see how the Lord worked 
in turning matters around, bit by bit, for 
his people. God makes all the difference.  
The martyrs’ blood truly was the seed of 
the church. Their enemies were many and 
powerful, and, were it not for their faith in 
God, the cause would not have prospered, 
but the Lord guided his people through 
these times.
The words of Psalm 44 in the Old Scottish 
Psalter appear at the beginning of the book 
and sum it up well:
‘They conquered not by sworde nor 
strength
The lande of thy behest:
But by thy hand, thine arme, and grace,
Because thou lovedst them best’.

Neil Smith (Knightswood / Inverness)

The Trinity
Stuart Olyott, 

Evangelical Press, 
pbk, 104pp, £5.99

This little book from the ‘What the 
Bible teaches about…’ series is well 

worth purchasing. The author, a well known 
preacher and writer, seeks to help the 
reader understand something of what is not 
the easiest subject in the world, namely, The 
Trinity.
This reviewer purchased the book thinking 
that at last I would be given a clear and 
concise understanding of the doctrine of 
the Trinity. Having read other books of 
Mr Olyott and having occasionally heard 
him preach, and always finding him clear 
in his exegesis, I began reading with great 
expectations, but sadly I was disappointed. 
However let me hasten to add that this had 
nothing to do with what the author had 
written, but all to do with the impossibility, 
as he points out, for finite minds to fully 
grasp the enormity of this vital but holy 
doctrine of the Trinity. 
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This book is not trying to do the impossible, as I had hoped, 
but simply to lay out clearly that whether we fully understand 
it or not, the Bible teaches that we have a Triune God. 
You will not read this book without being more than ever 
before convinced of this truth. The book is full of Scriptural 
references and your Bible should be in your hand as you read 
through it.
Olyott gives us text after text to show how Scripture teaches 
that there is but one God but equally important is the truth 
that we see Him in the Bible as God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit. He comments that ‘We can see what 
the truth is, but we cannot explain how it can be so … Only 
God understands God’.
The eternal generation of the Son and the eternal procession 
of the Spirit are excellently dealt with. There are brief 
paragraphs on the ontological and the economic Trinity and 
the section on the need for great care in our understanding 
of the word ‘person’, as used in reference to the persons of 
the Trinity, is very helpful. 
Regarding the ontological Trinity he says, ‘each is equally God, 
and therefore equal in honour, power and glory. One is not 
God more than another … none is subordinate to the other 
… they do not have different ranks … yet definite order exists 
and in this sense only, a certain subordination is implied’.
He also has some interesting views on who we should pray to, 
and comments that ‘The truth of the Trinity should regulate a 
Christian’s prayers’ and ‘Without (the Holy Spirit) we do not 
pray, but only say our prayers’.
Olyott also argues that ‘there can be no salvation where there 
is no belief in the Trinity’- an interesting point of discussion.
I said at the outset that I was disappointed in the book 
but only because I was expecting him to fully explain the 
unexplainable, yet this is a book that I highly recommend as it 
is written in a manner that any reasonably exercised believer 
will find helpful. He will appreciate more than ever before how 
biblical, mysterious, and yet glorious our Triune God is. 

Rev K Macdonald (Scalpay)

Princeton Vs  the New Divinity: 
Articles from the Princeton Review

Banner of Truth Trust, 
hbk, 342pp, £9.99

This book consists of articles published in the Princeton 
Review in the 1830s about a movement known as the New 

Divinity, which had gained widespread currency in the United 
States at the time. Basically, the movement propounded new 
and more liberal ideas on the fallen state of man, the nature 
of the atonement and the extent of man’s dependence on the 
Holy Spirit for regeneration. The movement was opposed by 
the leading exponents of Reformed theology, among whom 
the professors and teachers at Princeton held a foremost 
place. Of the eight articles in the present volume, five are by 
two of the most eminent of the Princeton worthies, Archibald 
Alexander and Charles Hodge. These deal with Regeneration, 
The Early History of Pelagianism, Original Sin, The Inability of 
Sinners, and The New Divinity Tried. As these themes suggest, 
the Princeton men sought to counter the new movement 

both by theological reasoning and by historical review. Those 
such as Charles G Finney who were leaders in the movement 
had claimed that the New Divinity would greatly enhance the 
effectiveness of evangelism and the prospects of revival, and 
they pointed to the fruits of the new movement in terms of 
the increasing numbers professing faith. The Princeton men on 
the other hand were concerned to show that not only was the 
New Divinity disproved by Scripture, but its principles were 
merely a recapitulation of old errors which had long since 
been disowned by the church. They warned that should the 
new movement succeed, it would mark a change of direction 
which would dilute the preaching of the Gospel and mar the 
spiritual heritage of future generations.
Time has shown the correctness of the Princeton men’s 
position. It is noted in the Introduction to the book that during 
the twentieth century there was an increasing questioning 
of the benefits which the new methods were claimed to 
have brought. Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones is quoted as one who 
challenged the correctness of the methods which had by then 
become prevalent. It might be added that as early as 1874 Dr 
John Kennedy of Dingwall, in his Hyper-Evangelism, had given a 
similar warning in relation to the methods being used in the 
Moody and Sankey campaign of that year which was being 
highly acclaimed by the churches in Scotland.
While this book concerns a controversy of many years ago, 
the issues involved are timeless. The New Divinity was to 
spread its influence far and wide, and its methods continue to 
influence evangelism today. For those with a concern to defend 
the Reformed position it is helpful to see how the worthies 
of old Princeton responded to the New Divinity when it first 
came to prominence. The issues treated are profound, but the 
book will repay careful application. 

Maurice Grant

The Death of the Saviour: 
Studies in John’s Gospel

Richard D Phillips, 
Banner of Truth Trust, 

pbk, 102pp, £5.75

This small book consists of a series of seven lectures on 
John chapter 19. They are, in general, sound expositions of 

the texts, with useful quotations from older writers. However, 
we have two caveats. Firstly, his statement that ‘sinners must 
take their sins to the cross’ (page 36) in order to be saved is 
not a Biblical invitation and is doctrinally questionable. On the 
contrary, the sinner is called to rest in faith upon the finished 
work of Christ, ‘The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all’. Secondly, his definition of Propitiation (pages 43,44) lacks 
lucidity. He is however to be commended for a clear definition 
of limited atonement on pages 61 and 62. 
Bearing this in mind, young Christians may find this a useful 
book. The final chapter on the burial of Christ is particularly 
good. It is a pity that, as usual, the inferior ESV is used 
throughout when quoting from the Bible.

Rev James Clark
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The Christian can easily identify with Asaph’s thoughts 
in Psalm 73. It sometimes causes a dilemma when he 
sees the wicked prosper (v3), their ease even in death 

(v4) and in contrast the difficulties the believer has in this 
life. The Psalmist was carried away to such an extent that 
his ‘steps had well nigh slipped’ (v2). However all was put 
into perspective when he went to God’s house and then he 
understood their end. There, before the Lord, he once again 
laid hold of the promises of God, looked to His Word, and 
like David elsewhere ‘encouraged himself in the Lord his God’ 
(1Sam.30:6). Now Asaph declares with a holy confidence, 
‘Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee’ (v.25).

The Godly Man in the World
Despite all that he has seen, he is sure ultimately of the fact 
that there is nothing in the world, whatever portion some 
may have of it, that he would exchange for Christ Jesus as 
his Saviour. That is not to say he is not from time to time 
perplexed by the prosperity of the wicked, how they can go 
on in sin with their consciences seemingly not troubling them, 
and so at times he may ask, ‘Why Lord’? 
He sees what the worldly cannot. He has the eye of faith that 
enables him to look beyond this world and all its allurements. 
He can never now be satisfied with what the world offers. 
Why is that? Because he is no longer led by the ‘Prince of this 
world’ but is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. He is in the world but 
not of it. ‘Old things are passed away’.
There are now new desires, new obedience, new inclinations, 
and he knows that even if he gained the whole world it would 
be meaningless if he lost his soul. Now the godly man counts 
all things as dung that he may win Christ (Phil.3:8). He knows 
he has to be in this world until his Master calls him home, but 
his eye is now more and more on the ‘homeland’, the ‘house 
of many mansions’.

The Godly Man’s view of Heaven
It is his view of heaven that colours his present view of this 
world. While he rejoices to think of heaven as the place where 
there will be no more temptation, envy, sin, sickness, or death, 
and even where there will be fellowship with angels and saints, 
yet the godly man’s heaven would be no heaven at all unless 

his Saviour was there. 
This is what enables the believer to persevere, to keep going 
and tolerate being in the sinful world he is in. That’s not to 
say that he does not feel his own unsuitability for heaven 
(sometimes more, sometimes less) but he nevertheless does 
not utterly lose hope. Why? He has learnt that his salvation 
is all of grace and all merit is of Christ and his hope is in His 
finished work and not in anything he has done or can be of 
himself. 
There are many who see heaven only as an escape from hell, 
but it is not so for the godly. While they recognise it is such, 
the great difference between them and the ‘hell escapers’ is 
that they desire heaven so they can be with Christ ‘which is 
far better’ (Phil.1:23). 
The ungodly wish to escape hell but heaven would be a hell 
for them. Murray M’Cheyne said that you can get to heaven 
without much, but never with sin or without Christ. So the 
godly man never thinks of heaven without thinking of being 
with Christ. 

The Godly Man in Heaven
Who will be there? The Bible makes clear that all those now 
in a state of grace will ultimately be in a state of glory. Those 
whose hearts are already in heaven will one day be there 
body and soul. What will the godly man be doing in heaven? 
We know more of what is not there than what will be there. 
It has been said that he shall not rest from his work in heaven 
but from his labours. However, one thing is clear, and that is 
that the inhabitants will be in a worshipping spirit whatever 
they are engaged in. 
There will be full enjoyment there, and while the detail of that 
may be unclear at this time, fellowship, communion with fellow 
believers in public or private worship in this world, is surely a 
foretaste of what awaits the godly in glory. 
‘Heaven is the place of perfected love’, said Rabbi Duncan. 
There, there will be no regrets, no being ‘envious at the 
foolish’ and no danger of his steps slipping. There will be a 
perfect understanding of why God allowed the ‘prosperity 
of the wicked’ and the Lord will be worshipped even for His 
wisdom in doing so. 
The Christian is already ‘living in the suburbs of heaven’, 

The Godly Man
Rev Kenneth Macdonald, Scalpay



The godly man may feel his 
unpreparedness for glory now 

but in the words of John Owen, 
‘The Lord Christ leads none to 
heaven but whom he sanctifies 

on earth’.
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  CENTRAL       ORDINARY REMITTANCES  
 BUILDING FUND YTD    
    2012 2012 2011
    Sep Total To Sep
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  0 2,959 13,027 11,111
Duthil-Dores  0 1,691 13,815 18,497
Inverness   0 2,000 18,000 22,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 0 2,678 13,188 13,846
Total Inverness   0 9,328 58,030 65,454
     
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  510 2,645 3,277 4,056
Brora   785 3,758 17,294 17,086
Kiltearn   420 1,650 6,207 8,093
Tarbat   0 1,388 11,327 9,403
Total Northern   1,715 9,441 38,105 38,638
     
Southern Presbytery     
Arran   601 1,714 7,358 6,836
Ayr   5,000 1,729 8,855 2,328
Dumfries   0 0 0 0
Edinburgh  0 10,550 27,576 24,365
Glasgow - Partick  1,453 6,653 27,653 26,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 724 4,518 20,236 18,784
Glasgow - Knightswood 641 4,933 22,672 17,347
Rothesay   0 130 260 0
Total  Southern  8,419 30,227 114,610 95,660
     

Outer Hebrides Presbytery  
Cross   0 1,904 17,997 17,370
Harris - Leverburgh  292 2,951 13,872 13,092
Harris - Scalpay  500 4,162 20,894 19,904
Knock & Point  0 3,522 12,614 12,420
North Uist  1,629 1,321 10,540 11,204
Stornoway  3,362 4,000 61,678 67,441
Total Outer Hebrides  5,783 17,860 137,596 141,431
     
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  85 1,311 9,172 9,689
Duirinish (Waternish) 275 0 4,500 4,215
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 786 834 12,273 13,256
Lochalsh   305 1,955 9,854 7,710
Poolewe & Aultbea  394 2,604 10,305 8,440
Ullapool   0 0 51 81
Portree   0 3,966 18,307 14,948
Snizort   1,000 5,936 19,424 15,728
Strath   55 1,428 7,058 1,175
Total Skye/Lochcarron  2,900 18,033 90,942 75,242
     
Total Congregations  18,817 84,889 439,283 416,425

Other Donations   3,537 5,499 24,798 24,022
Legacy   0 8,000 18,153

TOTAL   22,354 90,389 472,080 458,601
Including Gift Aid   909 51,043 96,214 77,559

Congregational Remittances - September 2012

Matthew Henry tells us, and the Lord Jesus Christ is even now, 
with a sense of joy, having paid the penalty due for their sins, 
eagerly awaiting their presence, the ‘homecoming’ of each and 
every one of His own. 
The godly man may feel his unpreparedness for glory now but 
in the words of John Owen, ‘The Lord Christ leads none to 
heaven but whom he sanctifies on earth’. 
The great question then must be, Am I Christ’s in this world? 
If not, I am not going to be in heaven. This world is the place 
of preparation for glory, and glory is the undeserved reward 

for those who have prepared in this world. 
Let us then not be ‘envious at the foolish’ but draw near to 
God. With Asaph we will then be able to say : ‘Until I went into 
the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. Surely thou 
didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down 
into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in 
a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors’ (Psalm 
73:17-19). Yes surely ‘it is good for me to draw near to God: I 
have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy 
works’ (v28).
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Update from Zambia
Rev David Lachman

Greetings from Eastern Province, Zambia! As we write 
you this letter it is hard to believe we are rapidly 
approaching the end of the term on 4 October. These 

past couple of months have been particularly challenging for 
us, and we thank you for remembering us in prayer. 

Pastor Joshua Kondowe 
Many of you are already aware that we lost our part-time 
lecturer, Pastor Joshua Kondowe, in a horrible accident on 29 
August. He and one of our students, Webyson Phiri, were riding 
a bicycle when they were hit from behind by a speeding Toyota 
Hilux 4x4 truck. Pastor Kondowe, who was on the back of the 
bicycle, was killed instantly. Webyson miraculously survived 
and was in hospital for a week. He is now home recovering. 
We ask for your prayers for Pastor Kondowe’s family and 
church to be comforted and sustained in this time of grief, 
and for complete healing and comfort for Webyson who will 
be emotionally affected by this tragedy. Pastor Kondowe had 
been lecturing part-time at the College for a year and a half 
and was a great help to us. We thank the Lord for his good 
testimony and willingness to work for the Kingdom. 

Bilison Mwanza
We are also grieving the loss of our brother Bilison Mwanza 
who went to be with the Lord on 8 September. Bilison, the 
previous Farm Manager, was a faithful and godly man who 
clearly grew in grace and knowledge of the Lord in his years 
working at the Farm. The whole team was saddened when 
he retired earlier this year due to ill health. While the Lord 
has provided a faithful brother to fill his shoes at the Farm, 
Bilison is sorely missed because he was not only our faithful 
brother and fellow labourer but was also a good friend. But 
even as we all sorrow at the loss, we thank God for giving us 
the gift of working with a brother like Bilison. We sorrow, but 
not as those without hope. We rejoice to think that brother 
Bilison is with Christ and free from pain. Please pray for 
his family, especially his widow Martha and his children and 
grandchildren. 

College News 
As you can tell from the news above, these past few weeks 
have been full of much sadness. We are thankful for each 
one of you who have shared words of encouragement and 
support, and most of all we are thankful for our God who 
strengthens and sustains us for the work here, and allows 
us to continue even in the face of difficulty and loss. Now 
we would like to share another specific prayer request with 
you, an example of some of the challenges which confront 
us. Soon-to-be College graduate Wallace was cast out of 
his church for publicly stating that it was unbiblical for his 
church to ordain a practising polygamist as an elder. He was 
repeatedly confronted by angry church and village leaders and 
when he refused to publicly apologize and recant, they chased 
him out of his home and threatened that he would be ‘axe 
murdered’ if he ever returned. He and his wife and family have 
had to move to a different area and are praying that the Lord 

will guide them. Please remember this family in your prayers 
as they are persecuted for the truth. 

Graduation 
Preparations are underway for Graduation which will take 
place on 5 October. This year we are celebrating the 10th 
graduating class of Covenant College, which is a big milestone. 
In light of this we are anticipating a special visit from Rev. 
David Fraser and his wife Marion who were here when the 
College began in 2001. We expect perhaps 250 to be in 
attendance at the Graduation, including local and district-level 
government officials and local chiefs (equivalent to Lords or 
Senators) who will be guests of distinction. This year, 11 of 
our 30 students will graduate, Lord willing. We will send out a 
special graduation newsletter to introduce our graduates. 

Visiting Lecturers 
We were blessed by the assistance of visiting lecturers who 
came to help out this term. Rev Harry Woods and his wife 
Mairi from Scotland arrived on 20 July and stayed at the 
College for seven weeks while Harry lectured. Their company 
was much appreciated. Next we had a visit from Pastor 
Wilson Kamanga and his wife and grand-daughter in August, 
while Wilson lectured for two weeks. Now we are enjoying 
the company of Johannes Aucamp from TOPIA (Training of 
Pastors in Africa) for two weeks this month. These men and 
the others who helped during the first term this year have 
been invaluable and we thank the Lord for them. 

Roy Bartle 
We are also extremely grateful for Roy Bartle, a mechanical 
engineering student from Scotland who has come out for two 
months to volunteer at the College. He has been an immense 
help to us in such areas as bookkeeping, administrative duties, 
hooking up solar panels, library work, tutoring, etc. He will 
be returning to Scotland on 2 October and we pray that the 
Lord would richly bless him for his willing servant’s heart. 

Women’s Ministry 
We held another women’s conference from 13-16 August, 
for the wives of our current alumni. This time most of the 
teaching was shared between three Zambian pastors’ wives, 
Violet, Mercy and Rodah, who have been helping us more 
and more with the running of these conferences. We are so 
thankful for their valuable assistance and input. We would pray 
for the Lord’s continued blessing on this vital ministry as we 
try to reach out to our students and their families, that the 
necessary funds to continue this ministry would be provided, 
and that Katie would have strength and encouragement as she 
makes the logistical arrangements for each conference. 

Family News 
We are thankful to be blessed with good health and daily 
strength as we press on in our labours here. Ketzia gave us 
a scare in August when we thought she had dysentery, and 
many of you prayed fervently. Her symptoms disappeared so 
quickly that we think it likely hers was a case of eating some 
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gravel which irritated her system, and we are grateful that she 
is healthy and strong again. At nearly 9 months old, Ketzia is 
crawling at top speeds and we expect her to stand on her 
own any day now. She loves to bounce in the ‘Johnny Jump-
up’ which hangs on our front porch, and she adores her big 
brother. Elijah is now speaking in sentences and charming us 
all. Life in Zambia suits him very well! He is now tall enough 
to get into everything and he loves to help clear the table and 
hang out the washing. With two energetic, exploring kids we 
are so thankful for an extra pair of hands! Sarah Barr from 
Virginia, a childhood friend of Katie’s, arrived at the beginning 
of August and we are incredibly grateful for her cheerful spirit 
and willing hands as she helps Katie with the children and 
housework. She will be here with us until we leave Zambia in 
mid-October. We pray that the Lord will bring someone else 
to help us next year! 

End Of Year Break 
Since the College is closed from October-February, this 
gives our family a chance to report back to our sending 
church in Scotland where they can make use of us for a 
couple of months. Our Missions Committee has arranged 
for us to reside in Leverburgh, a village on the Isle of Harris 
off the west coast of Scotland. We will stay in Leverburgh 
from November to January. David will be preaching for the 
Leverburgh congregation (and other congregations) and we 
will have opportunity for missions presentations in various 
congregations as well. Our family will be leaving Zambia on 18 
October to begin our journey to Leverburgh. First we will have 
2 weeks’ family holiday, then we will be visiting a supporting 

church in the London area on the first weekend in November, 
spending one night in Glasgow on Tuesday 6 November, and 
arriving on the Isle of Harris on Thursday 8 November, Lord 
willing. We expect to stay in the UK until mid-January 2013. 

Thanksgiving 
Thank the Lord with us for the 10th graduating class of 
Covenant College; for the assistance of all the visiting lecturers 
who came to help out this year; for his grace and strength in 
hard times; for Roy Bartle’s willing assistance; for Sarah Barr’s 
help as our nanny; for the Lord’s faithful continuance of the 
work here despite our frailty. 

Prayer  
Please pray that the Lord would comfort the families of Joshua 
Kondowe and Bilison Mwanza; for healing for our student 
Eliphas Zulu who was permanently suspended from the College 
because of serious mental health problems; for the Lord to 
provide for, protect, and encourage our brother Wallace as 
he searches for a new church and ministry opportunities; for 
wisdom, strength, and encouragement for all the staff here at 
the College. 
The Lord is faithfully preserving the work here and we are 
thankful for your prayers. ‘Let all those that put their trust 
in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou 
defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in 
thee’ (Psalm 5:11).

In Christ’s love,
David, Katie, Elijah and Ketzia



Witness

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets 
of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets of the 

city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be 

marvellous in mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts.”

Zechariah 8:4-6
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