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In the last two issues of the Witness we have outlined the life of 
the great eighteenth century American theologian and preacher, 
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758). We would now like to draw twelve 
lessons from his life.

1  The Importance of true Godliness
Edwards found that many who professed faith were not truly 
born again and spiritual people. In his day as in the days of 
Jesus there were many hypocrites in the church. They are 
orthodox in their beliefs and outwardly upright in their 
lives, but the Holy Spirit has never come into their hearts. 
The foolish virgins in many ways resembled the wise and 
were not easily distinguished by the onlooker, but a vital 
ingredient was missing. It is the same today. It is possible to 
be a church member, an elder and even a minister and still 
not be converted. Some in Northampton had wonderful 
experiences of conviction and joy in the revivals and yet were 
in a state of nature rather than a state of grace. Edwards 
wrote possibly his greatest book entitled Religious Affections 
to set out the distinguishing marks of a work of saving grace. 
‘Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your 
own selves’ (2Cor.13:5). Closing the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus used terrible words when he warned of the Judgment 
Day: ‘Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity’ (Mt.7:22-23). We must be truly godly not just 
pretend Christians.

2  The Place of Prayer
If Edwards was characterised by anything it was his prayer 
life. He prayed on his own, he prayed with his wife, he prayed 
with his family, he prayed with his congregation and he prayed 
with like-minded brethren. He prayed constantly wherever 
he was and whatever he was doing, he had his regular daily 
devotions and he had special days of fasting and prayer. He 
united with men in Scotland (M’Laurin, Robe, McCulloch, 
Erskine) and elsewhere in keeping part of Saturday night, and 
Sunday morning and also the first Tuesday of every quarter 
starting with the first Tuesday in November as a special day of 
prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit in revival, that mission 
work might prosper, that the Jews would be converted, and 
that the kingdom of Christ would come world-wide. This was 
known as the ‘Concert for United Prayer’. Are you a praying 
person? Are your daily prayer-times the most important part 
of the day? Do you have special times of fasting, humiliation and 
prayer? Do you pray and long for revival? Oh what blessings 
we would see if we prayed more!

3 Believed God could do a great Work
Edwards believed in revivals and he looked for them. In God’s 
mercy he experienced two great revivals under his own 
ministry. He saw the careless seriously concerned about their 
souls, unconverted members under conviction of sin repenting 

unto life, great sinners transformed by the grace of God, the 
church alive with zeal for God and the whole community 
affected with the fear of God. Do you believe that in 2011 
God could transform your church, parish and nation? Are you 
expecting revival? Do you have a small view of God? Do you 
think modern man is too clever and sophisticated for God to 
convert millions in Britain?

4  Concerned for the Salvation of his Children
One of the great burdens of Edwards’ life was his family. He 
had eight daughters and three sons. He taught them, prayed 
with them and for them, wrote long serious letters to them 
about their souls, took them individually on long journeys on 
horseback with him and earnestly pleaded with them to make 
their peace with God. To him nothing was more important for 
his children. How much does your children’s salvation matter 
to you? Are you more concerned about their souls than their 
bodies, their health, their education, their wealth and their 
success? To Edwards this was a matter of vital concern and it 
should be to us too.

5  The Importance of guarding the Lord’s Table
Many churches leave it to the individual whether they will 
partake of communion or not. The bread and the wine 
are handed to everyone present. Edwards was eventually 
prepared to suffer the loss of his salary and removal from 
his ministerial charge in order to keep the unconverted, and 
therefore the unworthy from the table of the Lord. Of course 
it is impossible for mere man to see the heart and so to keep 
all the unregenerate from the table. However Edwards was 
concerned that we should not join with the devil in adding 
tares to the field of wheat. Church discipline should be 
practised, and the eldership has a vital role in this. Only those 
who have a creditable profession of faith should be allowed 
to sit at the table. The table is not for the unconverted nor 
for those whose life contradicts their Christian profession. 
Scripture warns: ‘But let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep (1Cor.11:28-30).

6  The Error of Arminianism
The idea that a man has free will to save himself, that he is 
not totally depraved, and so can choose God and salvation, 
leads the individual to put his faith in himself. Edwards saw a 
short step between one claiming to have the natural ability to 
believe unto salvation and one not needing a Saviour at all. He 
was alarmed by Arminianism as he saw it leading to faith in 
man, to a rejection of the atonement and so to Unitarianism 
(rejection of the Trinity). Edwards totally rejected Arminianism 
rightly seeing it as a serious error and he preached and wrote 
against it. He could see where it was leading and where in 
New England it eventually led. The Arminian churches there 
became Unitarian. His great book on the Freedom of the Will 

12 Lessons from the life of Edwards
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was written to counteract this heresy. God is sovereign and 
salvation is all of grace. Do you have faith in man or faith in 
God? Are you giving all the glory for your salvation to God 
alone?

7  The Duty and Blessing of Hospitality
‘Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares’ (Heb.13:2). Edwards’ home was 
always busy. Caring love was shown to all who came. No one 
was turned away and many used Northampton manse as a 
stopping off place on their journeys. Students came and stayed 
for months studying under Edwards. What an example his 
home was! David Brainerd, a missionary to the Indians, arrived 
one day seriously ill. He was welcomed and cared for till he 
died. A very godly young man, Edwards mentioned the blessing 
that his prayers were in the household. After his death Edwards 
laid aside other writing projects and concentrated on editing 
the diaries that Brainerd had left behind. It became Edwards’ 
most popular book and influenced generations of missionaries. 
Instead of  emphasising Brainerds’ success in missionary labours 
(and there were successes), it rightly laid the stress upon 
something far more important – upon his selfless devotion to 
God and the gospel.

8 The best of Ministers can be forced out of 
Churches
Edwards was a great preacher who saw many converts. He was 
a wonderful Bible teacher. He was a godly man who wrestled 
with God in prayer on behalf of his flock. Yet he was voted 
out of his congregation because of his stand for truth and 
righteousness. He was against the unconverted coming to the 
Lord’s table and bringing judgment upon themselves. Many of 
those saved under his ministry stood against him. How shocking! 
Yet Jesus, the perfect minister, met with hostility and promised 
His faithful servants that they too would have tribulation in this 
world. The great Apostle Paul struggled against opposition in 
Galatia, Corinth and elsewhere. This is an encouragement to 
persecuted ministers. You are not the first to be thrown out.

9  God’s overruling Sovereignty
We might well wonder why God allowed the moving of 
Edwards from the influential church in Northampton to little 
Stockbridge, yet God has His plan and all works together 
for good for the child of God and the cause of Christ. At 
Stockbridge Edwards had the peace and quiet to write several 
of his best books which have been a treasure to the Christian 
church ever since. Cast your cares upon the Lord, knowing that 
He cares for you and is directing all to the best end. ‘Be careful 
for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And 

the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus’ (Phil.4.6-7). ‘The 
Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles 
be glad thereof’ (Ps.97:1).

10  God does not need our Gifts
Edwards died at the early age of 54. His father lived till he 
was 89. If Edwards had been spared he could have influenced a 
generation of young men studying at Princeton College who later 
would become some of the political leaders of an independent 
America as well as others who would become ministers. At the 
time of his death he had great plans for new important books 
which he wished to write. He was at his prime with so much 
to offer but God took him home. His life’s work was done. 
God needs no one. He can raise from the stones children to 
Abraham and mighty preachers of his Word. Remember no one 
is indispensable. Instead of pinning your hope for the future of 
the church on gifted men, trust in God.

11 The Importance of preparing for Death
Sooner or later death will come to us all. Edwards spent his life 
preparing for death and so should you and I. He had a peaceful 
deathbed trusting in Jesus of Nazareth his ‘never-failing Friend’. 
God’s presence removed fear. ‘Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while he is near’ (Is.55:6). His last 
words showed that he trusted in God for the future of the 
church. We are to work while it is yet today because the night 
is coming. Wesley famously said: ‘Our people die well’. Will this 
be true of you?

12 Optimistic views of the Kingdom of God
There is far too much pessimism around today. The idea seems 
to be that things will just get worse and worse. No! Jesus taught 
us to pray, ‘Thy kingdom come’, and He would not ask us to 
pray for something that was against His will. His kingdom shall 
come and He shall reign over the whole world. The Psalmist 
prophesies: ‘They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish 
and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and 
Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before 
him: all nations shall serve him’ (Ps.72:9-11). To date all kings 
and presidents have not fallen down and worshipped him. In 
another place the Psalmist states: ‘All nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall 
glorify thy name’ (Ps.86:9). We have seen remnants of the 
nations worshipping Him but we still await the day when it 
can be said in truth that all nations worship Him. Let us be 
optimistic. Let us attempt great things for God and expect 
great things from God as William Carey, the great missionary 
to India, so famously said and did.

Edwards was a great preacher who saw many converts. 
He was a wonderful Bible teacher. He was a godly man 
who wrestled with God in prayer on behalf of his flock. 
Yet he was voted out of his congregation because of his 

stand for truth and righteousness. 
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The opening sermon of the 2011 General Assembly preached by 
the retiring Moderator, Rev David S Fraser, on the words: 
‘Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon 
me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And 
they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work’ (Neh.2:18).

In this, the 12th year of our separated state as a Church, we 
may ask, What does the Lord require of us? I believe there 
is a Nehemiahac message for us in this passage; it is RISE 

AND BUILD!
Nehemiah lived during the reign of the Persian Emperor 
Ahasuerus or Xerxes. Some historians say that this was the king 
who in the second year of his reign led an invasion of Greece 
with 2,000,000 men and returned defeated with only 5000! In 
which case, the banquet he had for all his lords, recorded in 
Esther, was, likely, to consolidate the empire after his disastrous 
losses. He was also, no doubt, looking for better advisers and 
so reshuffled his ‘cabinet’! Also he needed scapegoats and so 
the purge of Esther chapter 4 could have achieved that. History 
does not give him a ‘good press’ but the Sovereign King of 
nations can use all types for His holy purposes.
Nehemiah also shared the age of notable stars of pagan 
culture such as Socrates (philosopher), Hippocrates (founder 
of Western medicine) and writers such as Euripides and 
Xenophon. What none of these men achieved our Jewish 
patriot did; He found a place in the records of Heaven as a 
deliverer of the cause of God in perilous times!
After King Cyrus had ordered the rebuilding of the Temple in 
538 BC, under Ezra the scribe, the OT worship and sacrifices 
had been restored. However, enervation had set in and the 
city and temple had no protection from wilful and weaponed 
adversaries. Some hyper-spiritual types might say, ‘What’s so 
great about building a wall? It is preaching the gospel and saving 
souls that counts; buildings don’t matter’. Those of a more 
biblical mindset know that, in this life, the spiritual and material 
are inextricably intermingled. But my purpose, to-day, is not to 
concentrate on masonry but on the principles that drove this 
man of energy, and must drive us too!

1  THE COMMISSION (v6)
First of all, we need Nehemiah’s commission. Verse 5 tells us of 
a two-pronged commission:

1  By High Counsel (see vv5, 6)
Nehemiah had been elevated to a high position of royal 
confidence. As the king’s cupbearer he had to take each chalice 
of wine the king wanted, fill it and then spill a little on his left 
hand for his own tasting and checking before offering it to the 
king. Not only did he savour the taste but put his life at risk in 
the case of the chalice being poisoned to assassinate the king. 
This developed a special relationship of trust between the two 
and Nehemiah had obviously been handpicked, very probably 
at the recommendation of Mordecai, chief councillor to the 

king.
When Nehemiah disclosed the anguish of his heart, namely 
the broken and shameful condition of his home city, holy 
Jerusalem, the king responded very rapidly to his request. 
No doubt this was chiefly because Queen Esther was by his 
side. Mordecai had said before her ascension to the throne, 
‘Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?’. These words might well be applied again 
to this situation. There is a story in the Apocryphal addition 
to Esther, Esdras 3, that Zerubbabel was asked by the King, 
‘What is the most powerful thing on earth?’ He had answered, 
‘Woman; but over all the truth is supreme’! With these Jews 
occupying the highest places next to the throne, Nehemiah’s 
commission could not have come from a higher authority. But 
we have our commission from a higher: ‘I will build my church’, 
says the Saviour, and He commissions us for the task, saying, 
‘All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them’ (Mt.28:18-19). 
This is the building of the Kingdom of God in which we are 
engaged. Do we feel that compulsive power in our endeavours 
to accomplish the task? ‘RISE AND BUILD!’

2  By Full Supply (v8)
Nehemiah is not sent to make bricks without straw. The King 
grants him full authorisation to demand every requirement of 
timber for gates, the wall and his accommodation. ‘The trees 
of the forest are mine’ says Jehovah. The King can do no other 
than facilitate the supplies for the city that bears Jehovah’s 
name. We have no resources ourselves to tackle the great task 
in hand. Without Heaven’s resources granted we will make no 
headway. How often have we been caught striving in our own 
strength, trusting in others to come to our assistance. Surely 
‘the help of man is vain’. Heaven’s resources are at hand, let us 
depend fully on them and prove they are sufficient. I went off 
to Dumfries to advertise a service but wondered how I could 
cover the area with invitations when no help was forthcoming. 
No sooner had I started on my own than two school-girls 
came up and said, ‘Can we help?’ Not only did they cover what 
I could not but they turned up at the service too!

2  THE CONCEPTION (v17)

1  See the Distress
The Jewish dwellers in Jerusalem had been living amidst the 
rubble and destruction ever since they arrived back. They had 
become inured to the tragedy of it all. They had lost sight 
of what it should have been! Isn’t it sad how we accept the 
broken state of the Church. We have heard how there was a 
Free Church erected in every parish in Scotland, how they sent 
out hundreds of missionaries to five continents, they erected 
schools for Christian education for all, they had three colleges 
for teachers and three for ministers, they produced eminent 
theologians and preachers and there were mighty revivals. That 
has all broken down and we live among a nation of Sabbath-

Rise and Build!



'You have not started building! You 
have been lamenting the sorry state 
of things but you have not taken the 
steps to put it right. You have been 

living here most of your life but you 
are not fulfilling your destiny. You are 

builders; that is why God has delivered 
you from captivity. That is why you are 

where you are.'
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breakers, adulterers, drunkards, sodomites, blasphemers and 
idolaters. The glory has departed, never to return? We don’t 
expect Mr Salmond to call a day of prayer, we don’t expect 
our universities to promote the Bible as the fountain of 
wisdom and we don’t expect our churches to gather and 
weep for their departures. It took a Nehemiah to review the 
true state of things and confront the leaders till their eyes 
were opened. Then they saw the incongruity of their small-
minded preoccupation with their family accommodation and 
wearing the right clothes and using the right translation and 
pointing their finger at others.

2  See the Reproach
What is the reproach? they might ask. Then Nehemiah says 
it. You have not started building! You have been lamenting the 
sorry state of things but you have not taken the steps to put 
it right. You have been living here most of your life but you are 
not fulfilling your destiny. You are builders; that is why God 
has delivered you from captivity. That is why you are where 
you are.

3  THE CONVICTION (v18)

1  From the Report
What effect did Nehemiah have on these Jewish leaders? How 
did he change their whole outlook on their purpose, their 
God-given function?
He produced a report. That is something we are used to but 
this one had an electric effect. It produced a powerful, driving 
conviction on two accounts. (1) The heartbreaking truth that 
Jerusalem had lost all semblance of its majestic significance. As 
the city of the great King it should be the joy of the whole 
earth; the terror of Kings and their armies; the fountain of 
wisdom to attract queens; the venue for sacred feasts and glad 
jubilees; the source of divine laws and prophecies. The captives 
had wept when they remembered the praises filling Zion’s holy 
hill. How shattering to look around the haunted, hollow ruins 
and dream of the past glories. It is because Nehemiah had a 
vision of its true function that the rubble was so distressing. 
His hearers were cut to the heart with a fresh catharsis as 
they saw it with Nehemiah’s eyes. Has your vision dimmed, 
is your expectation deflated, are you defeated by present 
circumstances? Brethren, we are men of the future, you must 

act in view of the future triumphs of the Cross. These are the 
ruling criteria of our plans. ‘RISE AND BUILD’!
(2) The second point he made was that he came with the 
plenary authority of the greatest potentate on earth – straight 
from the King’s mouth and he had the documents to prove it. 
My friends, are we acting as if under the orders of the Lord of 
the universe? Who else has this right to act? Are we filled with 
the awe of our credentials? They must brook no contradiction. 
Fred Arnot (the Scottish follower of Livingstone) confronted 
a lion with nothing but a piercing stare and it slunk off! God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world (that’s us) to 
confound the things that are mighty! We are a Church of 
protest. Brethren, let us nail our protests to the doors of 
every high thing that exalteth itself against God. Greens and 
CND protesters are heard across the globe, why not our 
protests? Nehemiah brought a protest! RISE AND PROTEST!

2  With the Labour
‘Faith without works is dead’. If the Jews had crumpled up 
with crushed consciences or bemoaned their sins, as we are 
accustomed to do, nothing would have been accomplished. 
But their conviction showed its sincerity by its action. No one 
will take us seriously if we only mouth our beliefs to each 
other within the walls of our churches. There must be action 
to match our message. ‘Rise and build’ is not a psalm to praise 
the Deity; it is a spur to action. Every Jew was harnessed to the 
task and remarkable changes took place over the face of that 
city. Hundreds of thousands of disorderly rocks were heaved 
on shoulders and planted in designed places to produce a 
mighty defence against the enemies of the church. It needs 
the mobilising of every father and child, mother and auntie 
to get the walls rebuilt. The numbers available were miniscule 
beside the previous population of the city but, remarkably, the 
whole wall was re-instated within six months! Brethren, RISE 
AND BUILD!

4  THE CONSPIRACY (v19)

1  Against Heaven
So far the work seemed straightforward. All the volunteers 
were allocated the section nearest to their home village, 
outwith the city boundary. We notice in Chapter 3 how well 
co-ordinated the building work was. Sections were allocated 
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The Rev William McKnight who passed away on 3rd May 
2011 served as minister of Elder Memorial Free Church, 
Leith from 1981 to 1996. For the last 15 years he had 

lived in retirement in Bangor, Northern Ireland.  Mr McKnight 
was born in Belfast on 13 April 1922. He was converted at the 
age of 16 and joined Castlereagh Evangelical Church where 
he served as a deacon and secretary  from 1943 to 1946. 
He married Lillie Phair on 11 July 1946 and ‘Lil’, as she was 
affectionately known, became his life long companion, and 
support in the work of the ministry. They were blessed with 
children and they were spared to celebrate their diamond 
wedding in July 2006, Lil passing away three years later on 21st 
June 2009. 
After his marriage Bill became a member of Haypark Baptist 
Church. In 1965 he was admitted to the Irish Baptist ministry 
and inducted to Ballyclare Baptist where he served as pastor 
from 1965 to 1969. He resigned from there to study in the 
Irish Baptist College for one year. After that he was called to 
Uddingston Baptist Church in Lanarkshire and ordained there 
by the Scottish Baptist Union on 13th February 1971.
In the 1970s Mr McKnight, through the reading of the wealth 
of Reformed literature that had become available, especially 
through the Banner of Truth Trust, of which he was an early 
supporter, underwent a change in his thinking. He applied to 
the Free Church of Scotland for admission to its ministry. He 
said himself that he was attracted to the Free Church by its 
‘faithful witness to the fundamentals of the Gospel and its 

Obituary
Rev William McKnight

and the work was family-based, yet each portion was under 
the central control of the Governor, who enlisted a trumpeter, 
when violence threatened, to rally work-parties to one point 
of crisis. Families set-to with a will under the inspiration 
of the vigorous Governor but then the problems began to 
surface. Men had crept in unawares during the slackness 
of a depressed backslidden community. They lost the sense 
of distinction from the godless heathen around. The old 
standards of morality and special calling had become blurred 
and so Sanballat was seen as one of themselves. This gave him 
the platform to mock the new order of things as if it were 
some irregular innovation. He played on the recently accepted 
attitude of the Jews (chapter 4:2). Who do you think you are? 
What claim do you have to be so different? Such pleadings can 
easily sway or stall young Christians especially. Do we have an 
answer? Do we have ammunition to see off this infiltration? 
How many tons of shipping were lost in the Atlantic before the 
asdic detection equipment could be installed on convoys? Do 
we have an answer to the haemorrhaging of 80% of baptised 
young people from churches? The answer lies in this: we must 
recognise that our antagonists are not against us but against 
Heaven. We do not have to produce exhaustive answers to 
their arguments. Our riposte is, ‘Heaven will answer you, 
that is what you have to contend with. Like Pharaoh, you are 

fighting against God and will suffer His response. LET US RISE 
AND BUILD’!

2  Against Heritage
We have to detail our privileged distinction from our enemies. 
Since they choose to oppose the truth, the gospel, the true 
worship of the Father, the inerrant word of revelation, the 
uniqueness of the God-Man, the irreplaceable moral code of 
the Ten Commandments, they are disinheriting themselves 
from the people of God. We claim that we are the Sons of 
the living God; our citizenship is in Heaven; we are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation; we know 
whom we have believed and are persuaded that He will keep 
that which we have committed unto Him against that day; 
the Lamb has washed us in His blood and made us kings and 
priests unto our God.
CONCLUSION
Brethren, Rise and build! We are not saved to suit ourselves. 
‘Jerusalem as a city is compactly built together’. Yes, it has to 
be re-compacted and it takes every willing hand and heart, 
every sword and trowel to do as Nehemiah did. ‘I am doing a 
great work’, he said as he asks us to join him and labour ‘from 
the break of day until the stars appear’. Paul says, like other 
apostles, that he has laid the foundation, ‘But let every man 
take heed how he buildeth thereupon’ (1Cor.3: 10).

News
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A variety of false philosophies and teachings are attacking 
the Gospel today. One of these is modern-day historical 
‘science’. Both the disciplines of historical biology 

– that is to say the study of evolution – and historical geology 
teach much that is mere pseudoscience – assertions that are 
not genuine science. Despite the claims of many scientists and 
the media, it can easily be shown that much that passes for 
historical science is not truly scientific at all but dangerous 
pseudoscience. It is a danger not only to the church and 
individuals, but to science and society at large. 
Outside the church many consider such claims to be utterly 

bizarre. Within the church some see them as bringing the 
Gospel into disrepute or feel the subject is not very spiritual. 
However, such thinking is shallow and betrays a lack of 
faithfulness to Jesus Christ, our great Prophet and King. It is a 
biblical principle that all truth is God’s truth and has its origin 
in Him. He is the God of truth who cannot lie. He has revealed 
the true origin of the universe in His Word and it is the duty of 
everyone everywhere to believe and profess it. Moreover, the 
One who spoke in the Scriptures has also revealed Himself in 
creation. David could sing, ‘The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament showeth his handywork’ (Psalm 19:1). 

uncompromising stand for Biblical truth in these times of 
apostasy’ and he greatly appreciated ‘the Free Church’s high 
conception of the Christian ministry and the prominence of 
preaching’. He was admitted to the Free Church ministry by 
the General Assembly on 23rd May 1980, subject to one year’s 
study in their College. He was inducted to Elder Memorial 
Free Church in Leith on  31st July 1981.
He exercised a faithful ministry in that congregation for fifteen 
years and was held in high regard as a preacher. He  ministered 
for some months in the Free Church congregation in Livonia, 
USA where he was greatly loved and was approached for a 
Call to be addressed to him. Although he did not get involved 
in Church committees he was a good presbyter and very 
supportive of his ministerial colleagues during the problems 
of the 1990s. Although no longer in a charge he did, in 2000, 
identify himself with the Free Church (Continuing) and 
remained supportive of its witness.
He was in the first instance a diligent student of the Scriptures. 
He studied Biblical Hebrew under Rabbi Abrahams of Belfast 
Synagogue and retained his love for the language throughout 
his ministry and into retirement. The diligence with which he 
pursued his studies was evident in his sermons which were 
well prepared and full of good spiritual meat. He was dignified 
and reverent in the pulpit. Although he loved the study and 
the pulpit he did not neglect pastoral visitation and his visits, 
especially to the sick and housebound, were a benediction.
Mr McKnight had a great love for the Reformers and 
particularly for the Puritans, who were widely represented 
in his  library.  He was also a great admirer of the Secession 
men, such as the Erskines.  He loved to visit Gairney Bridge 
where the first Secession church was formed in 1733 and 
would often take friends to see the place.  He was well 
read in the Free Church fathers, and his application for 
admission stated: ‘My favourite reading has been in the area 
of the published works of Horatius Bonar, Andrew A. Bonar, 
R M McCheyne, Thomas Chalmers, James Grierson, A. Moody 
Stuart, William Cunningham and ‘Rabbi’ Duncan’.  He had 
a particular admiration for the Bonar brothers and  gave 

a lecture on Horatius Bonar at the Free Church School in 
Theology in 1990. Some at least of this may have been due to 
their pre-millennialist views. His own tendency toward pre-
millennialism put him out of step with many of his brethren 
but he did not allow this to obtrude into his preaching or 
cause controversy.  
He had one of the finest libraries among ministers of any 
Church. He kept in touch with theological book dealers both 
in this country and overseas and secured many rare titles. It is 
a matter for regret that Mr McKnight did not commit some of 
his vast knowledge of  the Free Church fathers to writing but 
he did share his knowledge with biographers of some of these 
men and they acknowledged their debt to him.
The McKnights retired to Bangor in Northern Ireland in 
1996 to live with their daughter Hilary and to be near to 
their married daughter Muriel and her family. They became 
members of the Newtownards congregation of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, under the ministry of the 
Rev Knox Hyndman. Mr McKnight preached there from time 
to time and also with great acceptance in congregations 
throughout the Province. As his strength weakened he was 
confined more to home, and after the death of his dear 
wife in  2009  seemed to decline. His funeral took place in 
the Newtownards church and was led by the minister Mr 
Hyndman, assisted by Dr Robert Rodgers and the Rev John 
J Murray. 
Mr McKnight was a humble, gracious man, a gentleman in 
every sense of the word. Although he was naturally reserved 
he delighted in congenial company and was possessed of 
a sense of humour second to none. We shall miss his wise 
counsel, fellowship and prayers but we thank God upon 
every remembrance of this man of God who fought a good 
fight, who kept the faith and has now entered into his eternal 
reward.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Hilary, Muriel and her 
husband, the grand children and great  grand children. 

Rev John J Murray

Dangerous Pseudoscience
The address given by the Moderator Rev Graeme Craig at the 2011 General Assembly
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The hand prints of the Creator must therefore be consistent 
with the Creator’s voice speaking in the Scriptures. Sadly, 
for many years, there has been a tendency to accommodate 
Scripture to mainstream historical science, rather than seeing 
it for what it is, dangerous pseudoscience. Even some of the 
great heroes of church history have failed us. The result has 
been disastrous as well as dishonouring to Christ. The truth 
of God as Creator is being vociferously attacked today by 
many including Richard Dawkins. It is therefore the duty of 
the Christian and the church to resist error. Luther’s words at 
the time of the Reformation are equally applicable today. He 
said, ‘If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest expression 
every portion of the truth of God except precisely that little 
point which the world and the devil are at that moment 
attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be 
professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of 
the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the battlefield 
besides, is mere flight and disgrace, if he flinches at that point’. 
We shall therefore consider why today’s historical science 
deserves to be called pseudoscience and why it is dangerous 
and must be resisted.

Much historical science is Pseudoscience

What is science?
Today, there is a common perception that science has the 
ability to answer all of man’s questions. Many speak as if 
science has exposed God as a hoax. Some even look to it for 
meaning and morals in life. How foolish! Those who speak 
this way betray the fact that they do not really know what 
science is. This is not surprising, given the failure among many 
scientists themselves to remember the limits of scientific 
knowledge or even consider the influence preconceptions can 
have on the results of scientific thought. The first thing that 
must be considered is the question, ‘What is science?’
Science has been defined as ‘the use of evidence to construct 
testable explanations and predictions of natural phenomena’. 
Thus scientists produce results through observation and 
experiments which are repeatable. These lead to the 
production of general laws and theories which are viewed as 
objective knowledge but are open to falsification. In this way 
many useful scientific discoveries have been made. It put man 
on the moon and has provided medicines to protect people’s 
health. However, when it comes to the study of origins, 
whether in Biology or Geology, an often-overlooked problem 

is encountered. Origins has to do with unobservable and 
unrepeatable past events. During the creation period, there 
was no one present (apart from the Creator) to observe or 
record what happened. It was an unrepeatable past event. 
Thus, while today’s observations may produce general laws 
about what is happening now and could have happened in the 
past, they cannot tell us what did happen.
To counter this, some scientists speak of the principle of 
uniformity, which views present-day processes as the key 
to the past. However, this is a philosophical assumption and 
is not objective scientific knowledge. Thus evolution as an 
explanation of origins presupposes various beliefs. When it 
comes to Geology, the same lack of objectivity is evident. 
The only objective scientific facts are the location, nature 
and composition of the rocks and associated fossils. How 
they got there and their age are matters of interpretation 
which depend on the assumptions and presuppositions of the 
geologist. Geology cannot therefore give objective scientific 
support to the theory of evolution or speak infallibly about 
things which no one saw occurring. Thus, despite the claims 
of many geologists and evolutionary biologists, the assertion 
that the earth is millions of years old, and that ‘goo to you’ 
evolution has actually occurred, is based on philosophical 
assumption and dogma, not on objective scientific knowledge. 
Whilst Christians who take the history of the Genesis 
narrative seriously readily acknowledge that their investigation 
of origins is shaped by their belief in a historical, 6 days of 24 
hours creation, many old-earth and evolutionary scientists 
don’t even realise they have presuppositions in the first 
place.
This does not mean, however, that the study of origins is 
impossible or that observational science has nothing to say 
about origins. It can be used to assess whether the historical 
inferences made by creationists and evolutionists are tenable. 
When this is done creation is seen to be a much more 
reliable explanation of origins whilst evolutionary Biology and 
old-earth Geology are seen to be merely pseudoscience or 
science fiction.

Evolution is pseudoscience
Many biologists assert that all organisms alive today have 
evolved from more primitive organisms, and that somehow, 
billions of years ago, life arose spontaneously (of its own self) 
in a ‘primordial soup’. The facts, however, do not support 
such an idea, but rather point to God’s creative actions. That 

'During the creation period, there 
was no one present (apart from the 
Creator) to observe or record what 
happened. It was an unrepeatable past 
event. Thus, while today’s observations 

may produce general laws about 
what is happening now and could have 
happened in the past, they cannot tell 

us what did happen.'
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evolution is mere pseudoscience can be shown from a few 
strands of evidence. 

Evidence from Fossils
Despite the exaggerations of evolutionists and the media, 
there are too many gaps in the fossil record to back up 
evolution. Under the old-earth timescale, the major animal 
groups all appear suddenly in the fossil record without 
any intermediate forms. Over the years, various types of 
fish have been suggested as evolutionary intermediaries 
between fish and the first tetrapods, the four-footed land 
animals. Coelacanth, Tiktaalik and Panderrichthys, all allegedly 
dated around 380 million years old, have been suggested as 
intermediaries because, it was suggested, the multiple digits at 
the end of the bony part of their pectoral fin were thought to 
be similar to digits on tetrapod limbs. However, even allowing 
for a similarity, it is a long way from a few digits on the end of 
a fin to the sort of limb required for walking. Moreover, when 
a live Coelacanth was caught off Madagascar in 1938, it was 
observed that its so-called limbs were actually used for the 
deft manoeuvring of its fins. The digits had nothing to do with 
walking. Only wishful thinking could turn it into the missing 
link between fish and tetrapods. 
Interestingly, there are many examples of the discovery of 
living fossils like the Coelacanth – live animals once presumed 
extinct which have shown no evolutionary development over 
what is allegedly hundreds of millions of years. This suggests 
that evolution does not actually happen.
Whether it be tetrapod, horse or human evolution, the fact 
that fossils can be lined up which look similar, to provide 
a hoped-for line of descent, proves nothing. There are no 
missing links, just finished products re-arranged to produce 
the appearance of lineage and descent. Just because apes have 
some features similar to humans is no proof of evolution from 
an ape-like ancestor. The changes required are vast. The human 
knee joint is a masterful piece of engineering enabling the 
femur and fibula/tibia to lock into place in an upright position. 
An ape cannot walk upright because it has no such knee joint 
and is not designed to do so!

Evidence from DNA
When it comes to DNA, the amazingly-sophisticated genetic 
code at the heart of life, the laws of physics, chemistry 
and information theory are against its formation without a 
Creator. Evolutionists are at a loss to even begin to come up 
with a credible explanation for its origin. They are not being 
objective scientists when they demand that we accept that 
DNA arose by chance.

Evidence from Mutations
Genetic mutations together with natural selection are allegedly 
the driving force behind evolution. However, recent research 
has discovered that such is the nature and frequency of 
genetic mutations that within a relatively short space of time 
(100,000 years maximum), the decay and degeneration of 
our genetic code would lead to the extinction of the human 
race. In other words, there is no time for evolution to occur. 
All mutations are essentially damaging, even although they 
may occasionally provide beneficial side effects. They cause, 
amongst other things, cancer and ageing. ‘All multicellular life 
on earth is undergoing inexorable genome decay because 
the deleterious mutation rates are so high, the effects of the 

individual mutations so small, there are no compensatory 
beneficial mutations and natural selection is ineffective in 
removing the damage’. Thus ‘evolution’s engine, when properly 
understood, becomes evolution’s end’.
A recent study in The Open Evolution Journal observed that 
like computer programs, living organisms have built-in error 
detection and error correction systems for the copying and 
transmission of their DNA. These systems are required to 
maintain the information’s integrity which would otherwise 
be eroded by constantly accumulating random mutations. 
Evolution, however, requires various genetic alterations which 
the mutation repair mechanisms guard against. Thus for 
evolution to proceed, mutation protection would have to be 
switched off, yet if this occurs, errors quickly build up and 
wreck the system. This ‘mutation protection paradox’ exposes 
the unjustified pseudoscientific claims of evolutionists, but is 
no paradox to those who believe in creation.

Much historical Geology is pseudoscience
Most geologists claim the earth is 4.6 billion years old and 
adhere to uniformitarianism, the principle that the observation 
of present geological processes provides the key to past earth 
history. However, many of their pseudoscientific theories and 
explanations are actually contradicted by field observations 
and laboratory experiments. Three brief examples will show 
this.

Granite Formation
Traditionally it has been assumed that granite melts slowly 
and then rises through the earth’s crust as a diaper or molten 
balloon-shaped mass of magma until after a long time it 
eventually solidifies. Yet writing in 2005 in The Proceedings of 
the Geologist’s Association Vol.116, old-earth geologist Prof John 
Clemens has shown that magma production, transportation 
and solidification occurs very quickly, almost instantaneously. 
He claimed that the idea that the earth is 4.6 billion years 
old had ‘a psychological effect of tempting one to consider 
geological processes as slow and continuous. After all, there 
is all that time to fill’ and concluded that granite production 
belongs with an increasing number of geological processes 
that were ‘catastrophic in their suddenness’. This accords with 
what young-earth creationists have been saying for years.

Mud Deposition
For many years geologists have thought that extremely fine 
clay particles suspended in water are so light that, even if 
some were to flocculate (clump together), any turbulence in 
the water would keep them in suspension, preventing their 
deposition. Thus they assumed very long periods of tranquil 
water were required for the deposition of mud and shale. 
However a recent study published in the journal Science 
Vol.318, 2007 has indicated that mud can actually be deposited 
from rapidly flowing waters. The lead researcher stated: ‘All you 
have to do is look around. After the creek on our university’s 
campus floods, you can see ripples on the sidewalks once 
the waters have subsided. Closely examined, these ripples 
consist of mud’. After conducting experiments in a flume tank 
to simulate natural conditions, they concluded that mud was 
settling and moving along the bottom of the flume (producing 
ripples) ‘at flow velocities that are much higher than anyone 
thought would have been expected.’ Flow rates sufficient to 
move much larger sand grains still allowed for the deposition 
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of mud layers. It now appears that conventional geologists may 
have to reappraise their thinking on how many sedimentary 
rock types are formed. Flood geologists have long been 
challenging the flawed, pseudoscientific interpretations of 
geologists. Once more the observed evidence favours the 
geological paradigm of a Noachic flood.

Flat Gaps in Sedimentary Rock Layers
Throughout the world there are places, such as the Grand 
Canyon, where successive layers of sedimentary rock have 
been laid one on top of another. Often these flat rock bands 
can be traced over vast areas. According to uniformitarian 
geologists, these rocks were laid down successively over 
hundreds of millions of years. One problem, however, is the 
presence of flat gaps, called paraconformities, in the rock 
record where sediment representing millions of years is 
said to be missing. If sediment was not being deposited, then 
erosion would be expected to have take place. In some areas, 
there are clear erosional surfaces and contact between one 
rock group and another. One example is the Torridonian 
Sandstone of NW Scotland which overlies Lewisian Gneiss. 
However, in the Grand Canyon there are assumed flat gaps 
allegedly representing from 10 million to 100 million years, 
where there is no obvious erosional contact and geologists 
often have difficulty identifying the boundary between strata 
which are allegedly of vastly different ages. Despite the fact 
that there is no evidence of any gap, other than on the basis 
of uniformitarian assumptions, it does not appear to the 
geologists that the proposed millions of years never occurred. 
Many of the flat gaps are not localised but extend over vast 
areas. The uniformitarian explanation does not work. The 
evidence, if reinterpreted in terms of a Noachic flood model, 
fits much better. 

Much historical ‘Science’ is dangerous 
Pseudoscience

A danger to Science
If evolutionary biology and much historical geology are mere 
pseudoscience, then it follows that they are dangerous. This 
danger is not only to spiritual things which they contradict, 
but to science itself. 
Firstly, it undermines the rational basis of science. It is not 
rational to demand that science must conform to unprovable 
presuppositions. In no other field would this be allowed, yet 

scientific materialism holds sway under the guise of being 
scientific. There is a tendency to define science as ‘a process 
of seeking natural explanations for natural phenomena’. This 
excludes the possibility of Intelligent Design or a Creator 
because of its presuppositions. As Dr Scott Todd put it: ‘Even if 
all the data point to an intelligent designer, such an hypothesis 
is excluded from science because it is not naturalistic’ (Nature, 
30/9/1999). This is madness. No wonder G.K Chesterton 
could say that Darwinism is ‘an attack upon thought itself ’.
Secondly, it leads to the arrogant rejection of any scientific 
endeavour which refuses to accept the presuppositions of 
scientific materialism. This was admirably revealed in the 
documentary film Exposed, which revealed the prejudice and, 
at times, persecution meted out to those who reject the 
prevailing view in favour of Intelligent Design or Creationism. 
That this should occur to researchers in historical science 
is not unsurprising, but often those castigated and attacked 
are involved in fields of observational science far removed 
from historical science. Those who do this in defence 
of pseudoscience never consider that it may be their 
critics’ scientific training that has made them aware of how 
unscientific historical science is.
Thirdly, it leads to the squandering of precious research 
resources. If the opening premise of an argument is flawed, 
truth will never be discovered. For 200 years uniformitarianism 
has held sway amongst geologists. Over the last fifty years, the 
Creationist movement has exposed much of their reasoning 
as flawed, pointing out that most of the sedimentary rocks 
seen today can better be explained in terms of catastrophe, 
the Genesis Flood. Only recently have unbelieving geologists 
begun to recognise that some geological features, such as 
the English Channel, have been formed due to catastrophic 
flooding. There are many other examples. However, of more 
concern is the effect of evolutionism. Much biological, medical 
and even psychological research is conducted on the premise 
that evolution has occurred. The results will be flawed because 
the starting point is wrong. For example, the usefulness of 
the human appendix was ignored for years because it was 
presumed to be a vestigial organ. 

A danger to the Church
Were the errors of historical scientists limited to scientific 
research, the discussion could be left to the scientific 
community. However, their claims directly challenge theology 

'It now appears that conventional geologists 
may have to reappraise their thinking on 
how many sedimentary rock types are 

formed. Flood geologists have long been 
challenging the flawed, pseudoscientific 

interpretations of geologists. Once 
more the observed evidence favours the 
geological paradigm of a Noachic flood.'
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and therefore the church. Scripture unequivocally indicates 
that ‘It pleased God ... for the manifestation of the glory of 
His eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, 
to create, or make of nothing, the world, and all things 
therein, whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; 
and all very good’ (WCF, IV,1). However, on the basis of a 
pseudoscience riddled with presuppositions, Christians have 
been challenged to reject the plain teaching of Scripture in 
order to accommodate the so-called teachings of science. 
‘The Bible is not’, so we are told, ‘a scientific manual. It only 
spoke to men in their own times using concepts familiar 
to them’. Granted this is generally true, the statements are 
irrelevant. Scripture is the Creator’s revelation to man who 
knows about creation, not through his own concepts and 
thinking, but because God has made him to know he is a 
creature and has explained something of His work in His 
Word. Many, however, have allowed their view of the authority 
of Scripture to be subtly undermined in the face of a godless 
pseudoscience. For them, rather than allowing Scripture to 
speak for itself, it must be twisted to fit the latest views of 
science – which themselves are open to change. 
This undermining of the authority of Scripture affects more 
than the opening chapters of Genesis. Throughout Scripture, 
a literal six-day creation, with a literal Adam and Eve, in a 
literal paradise is assumed. As R L Dabney stated in 1851, 
‘The position to which they consign God’s word is that of a 
handmaid, dependent for the validity of the construction to 
be put upon its words, on their (the scientists’) permission. 
Now this we boldly assert is intrinsic rationalism ... exalting 
the conclusions of the human understanding over the sure 
word of prophecy’. It is little wonder that during the 19th 
century, the Scottish church largely capitulated to rationalism 
and liberalism when even its great leaders often failed to see 
this. We are reaping the bitter harvest of their failure. The 
lesson of that failure is that the church needs to assert the 
full authority of Scripture in all that it teaches and asserts, 
however unpopular this may prove. Whether it be in lifestyle, 
origins, the place of women in church and society or how 
the church worships, loyalty and love to Christ our Prophet 
demands complete submission to the authority of His infallible 
and inerrant Word. Indeed the church’s welfare demands it; 
not to maintain its authority will lead to the grieving of the 
Holy Spirit and the withdrawal of His influence in the church. 
Without Him, individual congregations and denominations 
will soon cease to exist as true churches of Christ. 
It is also a fact that today in Britain militant atheism is attacking 
the church, especially in the area of origins. Only a robust 
defence of the Scripture doctrine of creation, and with it the 
exposure of historical pseudoscience, will meet the enemy 
and repel him. All other compromise positions on origins are 
unsatisfactory, weak and undermine the foundational truths 
of Scripture. 

A danger to individuals
If historical pseudoscience is a danger to the church it follows 
that it is also a danger to individuals. Those outside the church 
are vulnerable to being taken in by pseudoscience and thus 
failing to see their own danger as sinful creatures accountable 
to their Maker, Sustainer, Lawgiver and Judge. In evangelism 
we must be able to give a robust reason for the hope that is 
within us, showing people where they have come from and 

where they are heading unless they repent. Paul’s method 
at Athens must be ours. We must make known the God 
who is unknown to the present generation and call them to 
repentance. 
Those brought up within the Church are also in danger 
unless they come to Christ. In the nurturing of our covenant 
children  everyone involved needs to ensure the Church’s 
youth are enabled to resist dangerous pseudoscience and 
the anti-Christian world-view associated with it. For too long 
our own Church failed. In recent years things have changed, 
but are we equipping our youth as they should be? For how 
long will parents tolerate handing over their precious children 
to be taught in a godless secularised education committed 
to pseudoscience? The sooner the Church and individuals 
embrace the concept of a thoroughly Christian education, the 
stronger the Church will become.

A danger to society
The pseudoscience that endangers individuals also endangers 
society, for no man is an island. Evolutionist Daniel Dennett 
likened Darwin’s evolutionary idea to a ‘universal acid: it eats 
through just about every traditional concept, and leaves in 
its wake a revolutionized world-view, with most of the old 
land-marks still recognizable, but transformed in fundamental 
ways’. This, it would appear, includes any ethical and moral 
system it encounters, for behaviour and morality must be read 
in the light of darwinian evolution. Such transformed morality, 
is, as can be shown, no real (or objective) morality at all. 
Indeed, evolutionism tends to the abandonment of any search 
for morality and meaning in life, something many evolutionary 
advocates desire. 
There is also a tendency to use it to explain human behaviour 
and justify immorality (even rape). However, as Phillip Skell 
noted in The Scientist (29.08.05), ‘Darwinian explanations for 
such things are often too supple: Natural selection makes 
humans self-centred and aggressive – except when it makes 
them altruistic and peaceable. Or natural selection produces 
virile men who eagerly spread their seed – except when it 
prefers men who are faithful protectors and providers. When 
an explanation is so supple that it can explain any behaviour, 
it is difficult to test it experimentally, much less use it as a 
catalyst for scientific discovery’. 
It is beyond doubt that the Eugenics movement which sprang 
up in the late 19th Century gained an influence it did not 
deserve through the respectability and authority of science 
and its promotion by a small cabal of committed Darwinists. 
This gave rise in the 20th Century to the racism and anti-
Semitism of the Nazi era. Although the view ‘that black people 
were closer in evolutionary scale to apes than white people 
is seen by scientists as a ghastly mistake’ its traces remain 
today. Nobel Laureate James Watson was quoted in The Times 
in October 2007 as saying ‘[I am] inherently gloomy about 
the prospect of Africa [because] all our social policies are 
based on the fact that their intelligence is the same as ours 
– whereas all the testing says not really’. This was explained 
in evolutionary terms. Indeed he spoke of the reasonableness 
of abortion being used to enable mothers to choose various 
characteristics of their children, including sexual orientation. 
This is already happening in children with potentially minor 
birth defects. The same thinking has apparently motivated 
some mass killers, including those involved in the Columbine 
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High School Massacre in 1999. 
G K Chesterton said ‘Darwinism can be used to back up 
two mad moralities, but it cannot be used to back up a single 
sane one. The kinship and competition of all living creatures 
can be used as a reason for being insanely cruel or insanely 
sentimental; but not for a healthy love of animals… That you 
and a tiger are one may be a reason for being tender to a 
tiger. Or it may be a reason for being cruel as the tiger. It is 
one way to train the tiger to imitate you, it is a shorter way 
to imitate the tiger. But in neither case does evolution tell you 
how to treat a tiger reasonably, that is, to admire his stripes 
while avoiding his claws’.
It is therefore little surprise to note that one author has 
written of  ‘the historical fact that Darwinism has been the 
most significant contributing cause in the de-Christianisation 
of the west’. This is not to deny the natural depravity of man’s 
heart. However, it must be recognised that the Devil uses 
various strategies to blind the hearts of men to the truth, 
and major success for Satan in the West has been achieved 

through the pseudoscience of evolutionism and historical 
geology.

Conclusion
Given such an attack on reason and the Church, individuals 
and society, there is a need for Christians today to stand 
against the virulent attacks of dangerous pseudoscience. The 
Scripture of truth is being attacked vigorously by those who 
foolishly adhere to historical pseudoscience. The Church 
herself has for too long tried to compromise and has allowed 
the authority of Scripture to be undermined in the face of 
what was perceived to be truth, but is in reality, unprovable 
assumptions. What is required is not an accommodation of 
Scripture to the latest fads and assertions of unbelieving 
pseudoscience, but adherence to the truth and the bringing 
of every thought into submission to Christ. For the good of 
perishing sinners, for the good of the Church and for the good 
of society, we must hold fast the plain teaching of Scripture 
and reject the oppositions of science falsely so called.

As R L Dabney stated in 1851, 
‘The position to which they 

consign God’s word is that of 
a handmaid, dependent for the 
validity of the construction to 

be put upon its words, on their 
(the scientists’) permission. 

Now this we boldly assert is 
intrinsic rationalism ... exalting 
the conclusions of the human 
understanding over the sure 

word of prophecy’.
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The 2011 General Assembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) began when Commissioners 
from the Presbyteries gathered in Liberton Kirk, 

Edinburgh, on Monday 23rd May. The retiring Moderator, 
Rev David S Fraser (Shettleston), took the chair and the 
Assembly began with worship, singing from Psalm 147:1-5. Mr 
Fraser chose Nehemiah 2:18 as his text and the theme of the 
sermon was ‘Rise and Build’. It is included elsewhere in the 
magazine.
There followed the distribution of Assembly papers 
comprising  the Roll of Assembly and the proposed names 
of the Commissioners appointed to serve on the various 
Committees to expedite the business of the Assembly. The 
Principal Clerk, Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat), then thanked Mr 
Fraser for his appropriate and challenging sermon and for 
the way he had diligently conducted himself while serving as 
the Moderator. Mr Fraser then called for the election of a 
new Moderator and Captain Callum MacLean (Stornoway) 
proposed, and Mr Colin Crichton (Stornoway) seconded, Rev 

Graeme Craig (Stornoway). This being agreed the former 
moderators and the clerks present then proceeded to convey 
the decision to Mr Craig who was then duly brought before 
the Assembly and invited to take the chair. Mr Craig then 
thanked the former Moderator and craved the prayers of the 
Assembly. The Standing Orders were then adopted as printed 
in the back of the Reports. In the absence of Mr Derick Gillies, 
Mr James MacInnes was appointed Assembly Officer. 

Assembly Arrangements
Then followed the Report from the Assembly Arrangements 
Committee  presented by Rev John J Murray. He began by 
thanking Mr Craig who is the Clerk of the Committee for all 
his work and input. Having attended many Assemblies over 
the years Mr Murray noted that he never encountered such 
inclement weather for an Assembly. The Committee do seek 
to plan the Assembly as best at they can but they cannot plan 
the weather. 
In his presentation Mr Murray highlighted one or two 
areas of concern for the Committee, including the fact 

Rev Graeme Craig with Mrs Roberta Craig; Speakers at the Reception: Rev Harry Woods (Beauly) and Mr Sammy Cameron (Stornoway).

General Assembly 2011
Rev Andrew Allan
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that a considerable number of those actually appointed 
Commissioners to the General Assembly have not attended 
in past years for various reasons. Also, he stated that 
Commissioners should not distract others by holding private 
conversations or making private comments during the 
Sederunts of the Assembly. Persons wishing to ask questions 
or speak should come to the front and be prepared to speak 
when called upon by the Moderator. When the Convener of 
a Committee cannot be present to present his Committee’s 
Report he should ensure that his Vice-convener is present or 
another member of his Committee who is alerted in sufficient 
time to enable a meaningful presentation of the Report to be 
made.
Thanks were expressed to Mrs Janet MacKenzie, for the 
assistance she gives to the Assembly Clerks in the production 
of Quarterly Memos, Committee Papers and Assembly 
Reports as well as her most efficient assistance during the 
meetings of the General Assembly.
Thanks were expressed to Miss Kaori Simpson for agreeing 
to provide catering. She assisted last year as part of the team 
from the Catering Department of Jewel & Esk Valley College. 
Regrettably, due to changes at the College, they were unable 
to guarantee their availability this year, but Miss Simpson had 
accepted the challenge.
Rev Harry Woods (Beauly) asked if it would be wise to 
have a 10-minute comfort break every two hours during 
Sederunts. The Moderator stated that any Commissioner has 
the right to ask the Chair for a comfort break. Mr Murray 
stated that Assembly expenses given to Commissioners were 
intended to cover not only the expenses incurred whilst 
attending the Assembly but also subsequent Commissions 
of Assembly. Therefore Commissioners should not return 
unused expenses until 1st April following the Assembly, by 
which time they will know what expenses they required for 
the full year. Rev James I Gracie (Edinburgh) raised a question 
about Assembly expenses that are paid to Commissioners. He 
noted that Edinburgh Commissioners do not get expenses, so 
where do they claim their expenses from when they attend 
Commissions of Assembly? He was told that Edinburgh 
Commissioners in that situation could claim from their 
Presbytery. The Committee are grateful to the Deacons’ 
Court of Inverness for the use of their building at Westhill for 
meetings of Committees and the Commissions. The Report 
was moved, seconded and accepted by the house.

Moderator’s Reception
All present were then invited to cross the road to the 

Anderson Halls for the Moderator’s Reception where Captain 
Callum MacLean said grace. Commissioners, the Moderator’s 
family, guests and members of the public then feasted on a 
sumptuous tea. Following the refreshments the Moderator 
thanked the caterers and called on individuals to speak. First 
to speak was his former minister Rev Henry J T Woods. The 
pair first met at a Free Church camp sometime in the 1980s. 
Mr Woods noted that he is so used to seeing and addressing 
Mr Craig in his role as clerk that he might find it difficult to 
appreciate him in his new role! On a more serious note Mr 
Woods noted Mr Craig’s outstanding contribution to the 
Church pre and post 2000 and that he was an excellent 
ambassador for the Church.
Stornoway elder, Mr Sammy Cameron, was next to be called 
to speak. He and Mr Craig had known each other since Mr 
Craig’s first charge in Ardnamurchan. Since that meeting 
the pair have enjoyed good fellowship and oneness in the 
Gospel.
Next to speak was Mr Donald Robertson (Kyleakin) who 
came in contact with Mr Craig during his ministry at Lochalsh. 
Mr Robertson commented on Mr Craig’s workload whilst in 
Lochalsh, four services each Lord’s Day followed by worship 
in an Eventide Home in Dornie where Mr Robertson had 
worked.
The fourth and last speaker was Rev Murdo AN MacLeod 
(Snizort) who first met Mr Craig in 1986 when Mr Craig was 
a divinity student. Mr MacLeod brought written greetings 
from Rev Ronald MacKenzie and his wife Christine. Mr 
MacKenzie was a near neighbour to Mr Craig when he was in 
Ardelve. Greetings were also conveyed from Inver residents 
Mrs Margaret Ross and her son Brian. Mr MacLeod noted 
that he was beginning to notice teachers and policemen 
getting younger and now even Free Church Moderators! Mr 
MacLeod echoed the comments made by previous speakers 
and stated that he found Mr Craig a friend in good and bad 
times. He always valued his counsel and admired his fairness 
and was extremely impressed with Mr Craig’s ability to think 
on his feet.
Mr. Craig then took to the floor and thanked his mother and 
wife for all their help. The evening was drawn to a close with 
the singing of Psalm 133, reading Philippians 2 and prayer.

Second Sedeunt
The Second Sederunt began with worship and the Moderator 
then gave his Assembly Address. Starting from 1 Timothy 6:20 
his theme was ‘Dangerous Pseudo-Science’ (printed elsewhere 
in the magazine). The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt 

Also speaking: Donald Robertson and Rev Murdo A N Macleod, Acting Junior Clerk. Convenor, Assembly Arrangements: Rev John J Murray.
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were read by the Assistant Clerk pro tem, Rev Murdo A N 
MacLeod, and were approved.
Rev Robert W Josey (Resolis, Rtd), presented the Report on 
Bills, Overtures & Commissions.  All letters were accepted 
apart from one (AP10). The Principal Clerk also expressed 
concern about the validity of one of the Commissions.  
Following debate the Commission was accepted but clear 
guidelines were given to Presbyteries when holding elections 
for those to be appointed as Commissioners to the Assembly. 
Rev Greg MacDonald (Cross) presented the Report of 
the Business Committee which was moved, seconded and 
accepted by the house.
The retiring Moderator took the chair and Mr Craig read the 
Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the Queen. It was 
noted that the First Minister, Alex Salmond, had acknowledged 
the previous Loyal & Dutiful Address.

Ecumenical Relations
There followed the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical 
Relations, which was presented by Rev John J Murray, 
Convener. In his presentation he mentioned with pleasure 
the somewhat encouraging, though very tentative, recent 
response from the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland to 
our request for talks which could lead to a closer relationship 
between the churches. He also thanked the Committee’s 
clerk, Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat), for his sterling service. 
Furthermore he stated that if we are filled with zeal for the 
honour and glory of God we cannot but be grieved over the 
state of the churches in Scotland, characterised as they are by 
declension, pragmatism, instability, and ineffectiveness. ‘What is 
fuelling the situation? Churches trying to conform to the spirit 
of the age and so drifting away from the foundations of truth 
and godliness. The greatest lack in the church situation today 
is a sense of the majesty of God. There is a lack of the fear of 
God. Men should tremble at God and His Word. What do we 
do? Form new churches, new associations? We must hold the 
balance between the desire for unity and on the other hand 
the holding to the truth. The unity that ultimately matters 
is unity in the full-orbed truth of God. The priority must be 
calling the churches back to our Confessional foundations’.
The Committee is still waiting for an exchange of delegates 
with the Reformed Presbyterian Churches in Scotland and 
Ireland. They cite as the cause of this reluctance to associate 
with us or with the Free Church of Scotland the ongoing legal 
action between these churches. The Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North America do not have this difficulty.
Mention was made of the work of Affinity (formerly BEC) and 
how it was given a new impetus by the appointment of Rev 
Peter Milsom as part-time Director. Rev Timothy McGlynn 
(Aberdeen) continues as the representative of the FCC.  We 
have good relationships with many churches overseas. Some 
have given full recognition to us in the last year. Many are 
regarding us as the more faithful upholders of the Reformed 
heritage in Scotland. We have contact with churches through 
the International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC). 
The next meeting of ICRC is due to be in Cardiff in 2013. 
In North America we have close links with the Heritage 
Reformed Congregations (HRC) and also the Free Reformed 
Churches (FRCNA). We sent greetings to the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC) on attaining the 75th Anniversary 
of their formation in 1936 through the leadership of Dr J 

Gresham Machen and others. 
Mr Murray paid tribute to Rev David Fraser and Rev Maurice 
Roberts who had been good ambassadors for the FCC 
in the last year. Mr Murray also brought greetings from a 
church in South Korea and spoke of our relationship with the 
Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Church in Sri Lanka. Finally, he 
thanked the Clerk, Rev John MacLeod, for his diligence and 
his maintaining the continuity of the work of the Committee. 
Speaking to the Report Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Kiltearn) 
mentioned that we as a Church should be alert to Free 
Presbyterian sensitivities so as not to upset them unnecessarily. 
Rev David Fraser spoke of his visit to the synod of the 
Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (CGKN). 
He was warmly welcomed and was able to preach to around 
800. He did note with surprise that this Church were not as 
opposed to Roman Catholicism as he would have expected. 
He also mentioned his visit to the United Reformed Churches 
of North America (URC). He attended their Synod as our 
representative in October 2010. At the Synod the ministry 
of Rev David P Murray was commended. Formal contact 
has now been established with the URC and delegates had 
been invited to attend the 2011 Assembly. Rev David Fraser 
represented the Church at the Affinity Theological Studies 
Conference in High Leigh from 2nd to 4th February 2011. 
The subject was ‘The Truth Will Set You Free: The Doctrine 
and Function of Scripture in the 21st Century’. Mr. Fraser 
reported to the Assembly on how he was encouraged by the 
standard of the papers and the discussions which took place.

Visit to GKNV (Netherlands)
Rev Maurice J Roberts spoke of his visit to the Dutch 
Liberated Churches’ Synod (GKNV) in March 2011: 
‘We were kindly met at the Airport by a leading office-bearer 
of the denomination and taken to our pleasant accommodation 
in the district where the church that was to be the venue for 
the Synod was located. I found myself to be one of about forty 
or so delegates from various parts of the world. All these men 
were pleasant and showed a good Christian spirit in private 
conversation. It was to me surprising to discover how good 

Rev Maurice Roberts (Inverness, rtd.)
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their English was in conversation, bearing in mind that they 
came from such far away places as Northern India, Uganda, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Austria and Myanmar (Burma). In some of 
these countries there is a real fear of persecution. Of course, 
much of the Synod business was conducted in Dutch as was 
to be expected, but there was a translation provided into 
English. 
‘The first thing to assure you of is that we as a denomination 
have a full sister-church relationship with the Liberated 
Churches of Holland. In view of our experiences at some 
international conferences of late years this is a welcome 
thing. I should add that there were no delegates from any 
other Scottish churches of any denomination. However it was 
a joy to have with us a brother and his wife from Northern 
Ireland, Rev Barry Galbraith, a minister from the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland and a friend over many years. 
He and his wife were both there. Then I should inform you 
that I was given opportunity to bring the greetings of the FCC 
to their whole Synod in the presence of the delegates of the 
many other churches world-wide who were present. So the 
visit must have done good in that it made our denomination 
known to a fairly large number of sympathetic churches in 
various countries of the world who might otherwise not 
have known of us. There are always occasions at such events 
in which one makes personal contacts or else strengthens 
existing friendships and this was the case in the visit which I 
made to Holland in March. 
‘However, of more importance still are the occasions when 
there are public lectures given, or else periods when 
questions are put forward and responses solicited, on matters 
of doctrine and church practice. I am able to say that I took 
full advantage of these opportunities and I believe it was only 
right to do so as our own denomination has, I believe, much to 
offer. A very profitable feature of such Synods is the experience 
of hearing delegates from other churches worldwide, some 
or all of which have been helped and materially supported 
by the Liberated Church. Dutch churches generally are very 
generous in their support of churches and church enterprises 
in third-world countries. The Liberated Churches are no 
exception. I heard of new congregations based on Reformed 
doctrine being set up in Austria and Switzerland. Austria has 
been solidly RC for a very long time and this information was 
most heartening. There was a strong delegation from Brazil of 
churches in that huge country, which are now blossoming and, 

I think, in some respects becoming more Reformed and closer 
to ourselves theologically and even in their interest in Psalm-
singing. On occasion the Brazilian brethren present took 
issue with things which they heard at the Dutch Synod and 
affirmed what I personally felt to be a more biblical position 
on some controverted issues which arose in the course of the 
discussion periods. One of the young delegates whom I met 
was from the Darjeeling area of Northern India. He reported 
that there are many churches in NE India which are sound 
in the Christian faith. I was interested when I asked him his 
name to discover that, though he appeared a young man, it 
was Methuselah! I ought to say that the Liberated Churches 
have congregations in both Canada and Australia – perhaps 
elsewhere too. 
‘Finally, I report, Fathers and Brethren, on a matter which will 
be of considerable interest to the Assembly. The Liberated 
Churches had some time ago been approached to mediate in 
the dispute between ourselves and the other side of the FC. 
Regrettably it has not been possible for this offer of mediation 
to be taken up. The reason for this is that the FC would not 
agree to it. In the course of the Synod therefore and at the 
request of our Legal Committee I sought to have a private 
interview with one of the ministers in their denomination 
who has responsibility for ecumenical relations. I was able 
personally to show him a letter which makes it clear that 
we in the FCC are not the party objecting to mediation. It is 
the other side of the FC who, in a written letter to us, have 
expressed unwillingness to have the mediation offered by the 
Liberated Churches. So they are now in possession of this 
information and have seen the evidence for themselves. That 
is only fair to the FCC’.
Rev James I Gracie retold an historical item of significance 
in the light of the recent decision of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland. Mr. Gracie mentioned that when 
his former minister Rev Duncan MacLeay (Snizort) was 
appointed Moderator of the Free Church and the Portree 
Church of Scotland minister was appointed as Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland General Assembly,  the Portree 
minister suggested a pulpit exchange and the possibility of 
travelling together to Edinburgh to attend their respective 
Assemblies. Both requests were met with a negative response 
from Mr MacLeay. Opposing ecumenicity he wished to have 
no formal relationship with the Church of Scotland. Mr Gracie 
pointed out in the light of what is happening in the Church of 

Rev James Gracie      Delegates from the EPCI: Rev Gareth Burke, and from the RCSA: Rev Professor Dries Du Plooy
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Scotland that the situation is now far worse.

Burke & Du Plooy
There followed an Order of the Day when Rev Greg 
MacDonald introduced Rev Gareth Burke from the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. He began by asking a pertinent 
question: ‘How are things going spiritually in the Free Church 
Continuing?’ He sought to bring words of encouragement 
and challenge to help us answer the question. He drew from 
a recent visit to Nigeria and mentioned how the church is 
growing there. He also highlighted the lack of theological 
resources in Nigeria. Most of the libraries belonging to 
Scottish ministers contain more theological books than many 
of the Nigerian seminaries! He assured the Assembly of the 
prayers and support of his denomination.
Rev Prof Dries Du Plooy from the Reformed Churches in 
South Africa was also presented to the Moderator and he too 
addressed words of encouragement to the house.

Finance & Sustentation
There followed the Report of the Committee on Finance 
& Sustentation which was presented by the Convener, Rev 
Murdo A N MacLeod (Snizort). Mr MacLeod highlighted the 
following items: 

Remittances and Income
Total income for 2010 amounted to £652,113, a reduction 
of £21,561 or 3%, on the previous year. However once again 
our people are to be warmly commended for their generosity 
reflected in the fact that remittances from congregations in 
2010 were up by £13,051 (2%) on the previous year. This gave 
a remittances total for 2010 of £585,203 of which £91,090 
was recovered through Gift Aid (15% of all congregational 
remittances). Towards the end of 2010 a new account called the 
Restricted Sustentation Fund was opened. This was designed 
to allow contributors who had concerns and objections to 
the use of funds for legal purposes to remit their givings into 
this fund which is used solely for the payment of stipends. 
Also towards the end of the year the General Treasurer 
informed us that a facility known as Charity Choice was now 
available for receiving donations and payments through the 
denominational website.

Expenditure
Total expenditure amounted to £744,574 which was down by 
£12,175 (2%) on the previous year. Once again there was a 
deficit of £92,461 in the financial accounts for the year 2010. 
This was due to exceptional legal costs and provisions. As 
is always the case most of the remittances were disbursed 
as payroll costs. Payroll costs amounted to £481,666 which 
represents 82% of congregational remittances and 74% of total 
income. A reduction in ministerial personnel saw total payroll 
costs fall by £9,466, a reduction of 2% on the previous year. In 
accordance with a finding of the October 2010 Commission 
of Assembly financial support for the congregation of Adelaide 
ceased as from November 2010.
The Committee recommends the appointment of C.I.B. Audit, 
63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway, as the Church’s auditors for 
the forthcoming year.

Pulpit supply
Once again the Committee record their deep appreciation 
of the work done by retired ministers, divinity students and 

elders who have given of their services throughout the Church 
in the past year, preaching on the Lord’s Day and at midweek 
services. They are also thankful for those who are engaged in 
providing Resident Supply and for the tireless endeavours of 
the Home Mission Worker and the Resident Lay Agent.

General Treasurer
The General Treasurer, Mr Angus Macmillan, was then invited 
to address the house and he sought to bring us up to date 
concerning financial matters. As things stand we are heading 
for a £34,000 deficit this year. He noted the improvement 
in givings to Central Funds following the appeal from the 
Committee last August. He stressed the need for Deacons’ 
Courts to remit 75% of ordinary giving to central funds. 
He noted the large increase in givings to congregational 
Fabric Funds. The change in Gift Aid regulations will cost the 
denomination around £10,000 this year.
Questions followed and Rev Harry Woods asked if a pro 
forma letter could be prepared for ministers who want to 
make application to the Free Church Pension Scheme for 
information on their pensions. Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat) 
stated that he has already made an inquiry and received a 
somewhat less than satisfactory reply. He has written again 
and is expecting more detailed consideration to be given this 
time.
Rev Greg MacDonald, vice-convener, then proceeded to 
second the report and highlighted the following matters:
Loans
Over the past few years loans have been given to congregations 
for building and renovation works. No new congregational 
loans were given in 2010 but at the beginning of 2011 a loan 
of £25,000 was given to the Edinburgh Congregation. Almost 
all of this figure (£24,957) came from the restricted Legacy 
Building Fund. This will not appear in the figures for 2010. 
Loans have been given to divinity students for their support 
while attending Seminary and also to ministers for car loans.

Internal Church Loans
During the course of the year the Committee undertook 
some investigation into the possibility of inter-congregational 
loans. Presbyteries were asked for their views and further 
thought will be given to this matter in the year ahead.

Zambia Account
During 2010 a new bank account was opened for this 
restricted fund. Donations for the work at Covenant College 
can now be channelled through this avenue. At the time of 
writing the fund stands at £5,640.

Black Watch Appeal
It will be recalled that some time ago there was a very 
generous response to a special appeal, the Black Watch 
Appeal. It was not possible to use all the donations at the 
time and £5,335 still remains in this fund. The Committee have 
been in contact with Mr Derick Gillies and he expects to be 
in a position to disburse these funds shortly as the regiment 
will be undertaking another tour of duty in Afghanistan. Mr 
Gillies also indicated that there is a possibility of some of the 
remaining funds being used in order to assist some of the 
regiment’s families in attending the ‘All Age Holiday’.

Congregations under Special Arrangements
In January 2011 the newly linked Congregation of Lochalsh & 
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Strath joined the eight other congregations currently under 
Special Arrangements. Irrespective of whether they are rural 
or urban all of these congregations face particular difficulties 
and we should take every opportunity to encourage them 
in their work. Last year the General Assembly approved a 
further period of five years for the Shettleston Congregation. 
The Committee are glad to be able to report that Shettleston 
have done very well in the year under review and were able 
to increase their remittances to Central Funds by 30%. Ayr’s 
period of five years under Special Arrangements comes to 
an end this year. Taking into account local circumstances 
and the unanimous support of the Southern Presbytery, the 
Committee were recommending a further period of five 
years for the Ayr Congregation. This was approved by the 
Assembly.

Guidelines Relating to Special Arrangements
During the year the Committee undertook some investigation 
of guidelines relating to congregations being placed under 
Special Arrangements. They were concerned to discover what 
particular circumstances should be borne in mind when dealing 
with an application from a congregation to be afforded this 
status. It became apparent that the most recent legislation on 
this matter was Act XVIII Class II 1998, Act anent Sustentation 
Fund. It stipulates that the Committee should have regard to 
two factors: (a) the geographical position of the congregation; 
and (b) the potential for growth perceived to exist. Steps are 
being taken to ensure that this Act is brought to the attention 
of Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries when considering making 
application for Special Arrangements through the revised 
Sustentation Fund Schedule.
Rev David Fraser moved an Addendum to request Deacons’ 
Court to have six retiring collections a year. Rev James Gracie 
questioned whether the General Assembly should appoint 
retiring collections. Rev Kenneth Macdonald (Scalpay) asked 
if Mr. Fraser was aware of how many retiring collections are 
currently being uplifted in congregations? Assynt elder Mr John 
MacKenzie thanked the General Treasurer and the Financial 
Administrator for their work. Also he mentioned in glowing 
terms the work of Mr Donald Robertson, Resident Lay Agent. 
He thought Mr Fraser’s Addendum to be ill-judged.
Mr. MacLeod, Convener, then rose to conclude. The Committee 
decided not to organize a church-wide appeal for the Japanese 
people affected by the recent earthquake and tsunami as 

they felt that they did not need financial aid primarily. He was 
against Mr. Fraser’s Addendum because it was (1) a major 
policy shift, (2) too rigid, (3) he questioned the competence 
of it and (4) the Committee have already suggested an answer 
to our funding problem ie that Deacons’ Courts should remit 
75% of ordinary income to Central Funds. The Addendum did 
not carry.

Third Sederunt
An Order of the Day followed for the Presentation of Awards. 
Bible Class Grade prizewinner Isla G Macdonald and Sabbath 
School Grade prizewinner Joanna Gillies, both from Stornoway, 
were presented to the Moderator and congratulated by him 
as he handed over their prizes.

Welfare of Youth & Education
The report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 
was presented by its Convener Rev Kenneth Macdonald 
(Scalpay). Mr Macdonald noted that one of the great dilemmas 
facing the Church is how to keep our young people. Teenagers 
naturally congregate and that should not surprise us, but 
it seems too often a one-way traffic as far as where they 
worship is concerned. How do we face this issue? It has to 
begin at the local level where there needs to be emphasis laid 
on responsibility to our own denomination. The Committee 
are aware that part of the problem may be that some of 
our Sabbath Schools do not use the material provided by 
the Church as some of it is not considered suitable. While 

Rev Kenneth MacDonald (Scalpay); Sabbath School Prizewinner Joanna Gillies and family; Bible Class winner Isla MacDonald and family
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this issue is being addressed, and there have been meetings 
held within all our Presbyteries to discuss these matters, the 
envisaged progress has not been made. There are a number of 
‘Weekends Away’ and Youth Camps organised by the Church 
that are positive and we should be looking for these to bear 
fruit. There is also of course the danger of having too much 
of a youth culture within a Church, where all the outreach 
emphasis is on the younger elements in our congregations 
and that can cause a rift in the body of Christ.

Shorter Catechism 
A number of children from the Aberdeen congregation have 
successfully completed the silver award for repeating the 
whole Catechism (Q 1-107). These are: Abigail Shanks, aged 
12, Benaiah Shanks, aged 10, and Jedidah Shanks, aged 9. We 
are also delighted that Rhoda Shanks, although only 5 years of 
age, has learned the first 22 catechisms.
The report was seconded by Rev John J Murray who was 
deputising for Partick elder Donald MacKay who has been ill. 
Mr Murray referred to the loss to the Committee through 
the departure of Rev David Lachman, the Committee clerk, 
to begin ministry in Zambia. He stated that the Shorter 
Catechism, with its revised layout, which was approved by the 

last General Assembly, is now in the hands of the Publications 
Committee and will hopefully be available later this year.

Lewis Christian School
An addendum was presented by Rev Greg MacDonald 
In the following terms: ‘The General Assembly instruct 
the Committee to write to the School Board of Lewis 
Independent Christian School asking for information as to 
what further practical support the denomination may be able 
to consider providing. Furthermore the General Assembly 
approve a donation of £3,000 to the school at this time’.
The Principal Clerk asked had the Committee budgeted 
for this amount? Rev David Fraser asked should we not be 
seeking to have a member of our denomination formally 
appointed on the school board? Rev John J Murray asked is 
there an urgency? The Principal Clerk wondered whether 
the matter should not be remitted to the Welfare of Youth 
Committee? Rev Harry Woods spoke in favour of the 
addendum commenting it would only take six persons to 
each pledge £500 to cover the amount. The addendum was 
accepted by the house.

Order of the Day
An Order of the Day was held and Mr D P Rowland from the 
Trinitarian Bible Society was invited to speak to the house 
concerning the 400th Anniversary of the publication of the 
Authorised Version of Holy Scripture. He remarked in his 
address on the great blessing of God in giving to us the Word 
of God in the English language. He noted the AV’s history and 
relevance. 
There followed another Order of the Day when Rev Dr C 
R Thomas, Presbyterian Church of Australia, was introduced 
to the Moderator and invited to address the house. As on 
previous such occasions his address was most encouraging. 
He asked that we would remember the PCA in prayer and 
he was hopeful of our future as a denomination. He had met 
previously with three of our divinity students and was suitably 
impressed with them!

Psalmody
There followed the Report of the Special Committee on 
Psalmody which was presented by Rev William B Scott. In his 
presentation Mr. Scott highlighted the fact that God has given 
to His church a manual of praise in the 150 Psalms and what 
a blessing it is to have God’s Word to read and sing. The 7th 
‘Worthy to be Praised’ double CD is now available and he 
hoped many would purchase a copy, although he indicated 

Delegates: Mr Paul Rowland (Trinitarian Bible Society) and Rev Bob Thomas (Presbyterian Church of Australia); Rev Bill Scott, Psalmody.

Rev Greg MacDonald (Ness)
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that some present have not purchased any of the previous six. 
We were asked to consider a spoken version of the English 
Metrical Psalms which has been produced in part. This task 
was given to one of the Committee. We trust that it will 
serve the purpose behind the request made last year and be 
blessed to many who may be having difficulties with their sight, 
shut-ins, or even by ourselves while driving. During the time 
for speakers the Principal Clerk sought to encourage more 
congregations to participate in the Psalmody Test.
On seconding the report the vice-convener, Rev Greg 
MacDonald, highlighted the work done by the Committee 
towards the publication of a much needed new edition of the 
Gaelic Psalm Book and looked forward to it being available to 
the Christian public in the near future.

Fourth Sederent
The fourth Sederunt  on Wednesday morning began with a 
prayer meeting in which the following led in prayer: Rev John 
Macleod, (Duthil-Dores, Rtd), Edinburgh elder Mr Maurice 
Grant, Rev Robert W Josey, Knightswood elder Murdo 
Campbell, Cross elder Donald Morrison, Rev John W Keddie, 
Bracadale elder Alasdair Macdonald, and was followed by the 
Moderator praying and constituting the Assembly.

Public Questions, Religion & Morals
The Report of the Committee on Public Questions, Religion 
& Morals was presented by the Convener Rev David M 
Blunt (North Uist). This Report, dealing with very important 
matters, is large, occupying some seventeen pages among the 
Assembly Reports. Mr Blunt highlighted the following in his 
presentation of the Report:

1. Secularism
‘You will note that the cases we have highlighted to illustrate 
how the traditional freedoms of Christians are being infringed 
by the growth of secularism both involve homosexuality. 
Rights for sodomites are trumping Christian rights when the 
two come into conflict in the courts. It is a worrying sign of 
the times. It was therefore with a sense of gratitude to God 
that we learned last month of the outcome of the judicial 
review launched by a congregation in Northern Ireland against 
a ruling by the Advertising Standards Authority concerning 
an item in the Ulster Newsletter. Ahead of a so-called ‘Gay 
Pride’ event in Belfast in August 2008 Sandown Road Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster had placed an advert in the 
paper entitled, ‘The Word of God against Sodomy’ which 
quoted passages of Scripture relevant to that abomination. 
The ASA, having received a total of seven complaints about 
the advert, decided that it was in breach of its code of practice 
and banned any further publication of it in the same form. It 
also told the Church to be more careful in future to avoid 
causing serious offence. But in the High Court in Belfast Mr 
Justice Treacy ruled that the ASA’s decision interfered with 
the church’s rights to freedom of expression. The ASA had 
twisted the Bible verses quoted in the advert to make out 
that the church was calling homosexuals an abomination rather 
than their behaviour. In fact the advert had made it clear that 
violence towards homosexuals was unacceptable.

2. Islamism
‘Muslim beliefs are not only irreconcilable with the Christian 
faith but they are also incompatible with the values generally 

associated with Christianity, such as democratic government. 
In the Report we state that the aim of Muslim radicals is 
to impose Islamic rule wherever they have a presence. We 
refer to the London borough of Tower Hamlets where 
Muslims make up 40% of the total population and where the 
Islamic Forum of Europe has its headquarters. In a Channel 
4 ‘Dispatches’ programme broadcast last year a member of 
the Forum made this revealing statement: ‘Democracy, if it 
means not implementing the sharia, no one’s going to agree 
with that’. Yet in the UK Muslims are obliged, for the present 
at least, to follow the democratic route to power. This they 
are seeking to do, generally via the main political parties. At 
the Westminster election last year 650 seats were contested. 
According to the Muslim News website a record 89 Muslim 
candidates ran in 66 constituencies. The number of Muslim 
MPs doubled from four to eight. Although just over 1% of the 
new House (less than a third of their proportion in the UK 
population) the trend is upwards and it is likely to continue 
to be so.

3. Romanism
‘In both last year’s Report and this year’s we said something 
about the papal visit. We might have thought that we had 
heard the last of this subject but speculation is growing 
that the Pope may travel to Northern Ireland next year. He 
is due to visit the Irish Republic for the 50th International 
Eucharistic Congress to be held in Dublin from 10th to 17th 
June 2012. A visit to Northern Ireland during his state visit to 
Britain last year would have placed Rome in the embarrassing 
position of acknowledging that Northern Ireland is part of 
the United Kingdom but a visit next year would suit Rome 
well. It would conveniently occur after the visit of the Queen 
to the Irish Republic, following which a subtle pressure will 
doubtless be placed upon our Government to make a sort of 
reciprocal gesture. Many will no doubt be thinking that such a 
visit would put the final seal on the so-called ‘peace process’ 
but we would object to it on the same grounds as we object 
to a papal visit to any part of the UK: the Pope’s claim to 
temporal sovereignty is a threat to the peace and stability of 
our Protestant kingdom. 

Rev David Blunt (North Uist)
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‘In the Report we indicate the more charitable attitude which 
many Protestant denominations have adopted towards the 
papacy over recent decades. By official action the Church of 
Scotland no longer regards the Pope of Rome as the Antichrist. 
While certainly foolish this at least has the merit of being 
honest. It appears that the same view of the papacy prevails 
generally in the residual body of the Free Church of Scotland 
but it does so unofficially and in a way which is inconsistent 
with the Church’s constitution and the ordination vows taken 
by her office-bearers. As far as we can tell the situation has 
not come about through prayerful reflection and new light 
upon the Scriptures but through spiritual declension.

4. The Answer
‘The predictions, drawn from Scripture, of the overthrow 
of the church’s enemies are an encouragement to us in our 
struggles but they are not a reason for us to be indifferent 
to the state of things in our land today. In particular we must 
not lessen our zeal for an important principle which we 
have referred to briefly in our report: the Establishment of 
religion’.
On seconding the Report the vice-convener Rev William 
Macleod (Knightswood) thanked the Convener for all his hard 
work in preparing the Report. He spoke about the state of the 
churches. Sadly, by its votes earlier in the week, the Church 
of Scotland approved of the ordination to the ministry of 
those who were practising what Scripture clearly described 
as an abomination to the Lord. The Bible and biblical morality 
is no longer the rule in our national Church. As far as the 
Free Church of Scotland is concerned, by their decision of 
last November on purity of worship, all those who voted for 
and condoned in any way the change in worship have broken 
their ordination vows. How can a church expect blessing 
when the promises its ministers have solemnly made before 
God and in the presence of their congregations are publicly 
broken and trampled on? We ourselves as a Church are small 
and ageing. We are seeing little obvious sign of God’s blessing 
upon us. Are we not grieving God by our loathsome pride, 
self-satisfaction and prayerlessness?
When speakers were called for, Lindsay MacCallum expressed 
his concern about calling ‘a million Armenian Christians’ in 
page 51 of the Report ‘Christian’. We should be careful when 
we refer to people as ‘Christians’. Mr Blunt replied that we 
do not know if they were truly Christian but we do know 
they were massacred because they were professing Christians. 

Maurice Roberts believed that the widespread acceptance 
of the teachings of evolution has played a significant part 
in our spiritual and moral crisis. He cited Romans chapter 
1 as proof. Men deny the Creator and are reaping the 
consequences. Ungodliness always leads to unrighteousness. 
He recommended special seasons of prayer and fasting. 
Donald Robertson highlighted the rise in Romanist liturgy in 
the North West Highlands brought about by the rise of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church. Also he hoped that the special 
meeting for Prayer and Humiliation would not be observed 
in place of a regular Prayer Meeting within our churches. 
Peter Thurlow (Edinburgh) asked if the Report could be sent 
to the First Minister and  that we remember to pray for 
those in authority over us. Rev Allan Murray (Brora) asked 
the pertinent question, ‘What is wrong with Great Britain?’ 
He provided some answers, viz., 1 The failure of democracy. 
Politicians and the media are out of touch with the ordinary 
people and are not representing their views. 2. Intellectual 
rejection of the Gospel. He said we need to be in much secret 
prayer for the recovery of Britain. 

Delegates
There followed anOrder of the Day when Dr Bill Schweitzer 
from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England & Wales 
addressed the house. He expressed his love for the brethren. 
He told the house that they now have some fourteen 
congregations. Mr Connor Keuning, Free Reformed Churches 
of North America, brought greetings and expressed the 
spiritual unity that exists between us. Rev John Ross, Associated 
Presbyterian Churches, read from Hebrews 12:1-3 and made 
one or two appropriate comments from these verses. Calum 
Webster from the Christian Institute gave a brief outline of 
the Institute’s work of research and briefing politicians. He 
expects same-sex marriage to be raised in the life of the new 
Scottish parliament. The Institute have appointed a Scottish 
officer, Nigel Kenny, who was also present. 

Training of the Ministry
The Report of the  Training of the Ministry & Admissions 
Committee was presented by the Convener Rev Timothy 
McGlynn (Aberdeen). With one student commencing and with 
one student completing his studies this year, the Seminary will 
begin the new Session in September with three Free Church 
students. We are thankful as a Committee to the Lord for 
His continued favour to us in bringing men forward with the 
desire to serve Him within our denomination, and we are 

Delegates to the Assembly: Rev Dr Bill Schweitzer, Gateshead, (EPCEW); Mr Connor Keuning (FRC); Rev John Ross (APC)
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grateful to the lecturers for their continued faithfulness in 
teaching these young men. Mr Murdo Maciver (Edinburgh) 
will, upon passing the necessary entrance exam, enter upon a 
four-year course in the Seminary in the autumn of this year. 
Mr Alasdair Macleod is approaching the end of his second 
year of studies. Mr Calum Smith is nearing the end of his first 
year of a four-year course. Mr. James MacInnes is concluding 
his three-year course of studies. A new application form for 
recognition as a candidate was prepared and is now in use. 
Work on a new application form for admission to the ministry 
is progressing well, and it is hoped that a revised version will 
be available within the next few months and will be presented 
to the next General Assembly for its approval.

Loan Repayment
With the present difficult financial climate and the considerable 
cost to the denomination involved in training our own students, 
the Committee were obliged to consider the situation at 
present where our students receive non-repayable loans from 
the Church. Such loans can involve the Church writing-off 
somewhere in the region of £20,000 - £22,000 for a student 
on a three-year course, and even more where there is a four-
year course. The Committee came to the conclusion that the 
present arrangement is unsatisfactory, and that future loans 
(ie all future loans approved by the Committee) from the date 
of this General Assembly should be on a repayment basis.

Student Oversight
The Committee view with concern certain recent events 
where men not long through our Seminary have quickly 
moved from the position they professed to hold. While they 
are aware that no amount of legislation or oversight can 
ensure the integrity of any individual, they are nevertheless 
seeking to consider ways whereby such occasions are made 
less likely. This will require diligence on the part of all those 
with input in the selection, oversight and training of candidates 
for the ministry.
Rev William Macleod, the Seminary Principal, thanked the 
lecturers for their diligence. There is no higher job that any 
man could have than to be a minister of the Word. Such 
individuals must have a call from God and be gifted by Him 
for the work. Yet, even possessing a call and gifts, the individual, 
normally, will still require a good seminary training. Because 

our lecturers receive only expenses, the work is carried out 
at the barest minimum of cost. Since we are training our 
own students we have control over what they are taught. 
The students also show a great love and respect for their 
lecturers. They get on wonderfully well together. Mrs Mary 
Taggart helps in looking after the library and Rev and Mrs Bill 
Scott take an annual class in Psalmody.
This year is due to see the largest number of students 
yet graduating from the Seminary in one year, with four 
completing their course. However, thankfully, at present it 
looks as if we may have three new students next year – two 
for our own ministry and one a private student. One of the 
students completing their courses is James MacInnes who 
is a Free Church (Continuing) student and a member of 
the Edinburgh Congregation. Two other graduating students, 
Davide Ratti who is a member in Inverness and Partheepan 
Shanmugam who is a member in Knightswood are both in 
process of applying to the Free Church (Continuing) to be 
accepted as candidates for the ministry. The fourth student 
who is graduating is Matthew Fraser who is a member in 
Shettleston Free Church (Continuing). Over the past year 
intensive training in evangelism and pastoral visiting was given 
during a week which the students spent with Rev Harry 
Woods in Lewis and Harris and another in Knightswood 
(Glasgow).
Dr. Andrew Naylor spoke warmly of the evangelism and 
pastoral visiting undertaken by the students in Harris and 
asked that only the Authorised Version of the Scriptures be 
used by the Seminary. Rev Harry Woods replied that students 
are encouraged to use the original Hebrew and Greek text 
in the Seminary.
Rev Greg MacDonald and Rev Gavin Beers both expressed 
reservations about the Loan Repayment changes being 
introduced and felt it may well be a subject that they will 
address in future. Rev Bill Scott spoke in favour of the changes. 
The Principal Clerk stated that he would like to see a closing 
date for applications put into the revised application form.

Application of Rev I R Budgen
The Assembly went into Private Session to discuss an 
application for admission from Rev Ian Robert Budgen. The 
application was accepted and it was decided that Mr Budgen 
on satisfactorily completing a two-year-course in the Seminary 
will have his name placed on the ‘Register of Ministers Eligible 
for a Call’.

Fifth Sederent

Home & Foreign Missions
The Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions 
was presented by Rev Gavin Beers (Ayr), Convener. In his 
report he expressed disappointment at the discouragements 
felt over the situations in Adelaide and America. We could 
get discouraged when we look at the small size of our 
denomination in Scotland, and wonder what impact we are 
having to advance the kingdom of Christ. Struggling at home, 
one could then ask what possible influence can we have in 
the field of world missions? In the scheme of things it is very 
small, yet one recent visitor to our denomination remarked ‘it 
seems God is enabling the Free Church (Continuing) to punch 
well above its weight’.

Rev Timothy McGlynn (Aberdeen)
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Adelaide
The Committee reported to the 2010 General Assembly 
regarding various matters relating to the congregation of 
Adelaide, Australia. Two Petitions were also brought before 
that Assembly from individuals connected with Adelaide. The 
result of the Report and Petitions was that the Committee 
were instructed to continue their deliberations, expeditiously 
to address as appropriate all the concerns specified in the 
Petitions and to conduct a visitation with a view to bringing 
matters to a conclusion without delay. They were to report 
on progress to the October meeting of the Commission of 
Assembly. The Committee duly sought to fulfil this remit, 
and met on five occasions between June and October 2010. 
Regrettably reference was made in the Scottish public press 
to the difficulties in Adelaide alleging certain complaints had 
been made against the minister. This was unhelpful partly 
because of inaccuracies in the reporting, but also because the 
Committee were aware of a lack of corroborative evidence 
warranting further action regarding matters mentioned in 
these reports. One matter mentioned in the press report 
was the fact that legal action had been threatened against 
certain complainants. The Committee sought to deal with 
this matter in a sensitive and pastoral way, whilst at the same 
time emphasising the jealousy of the Church for her spiritual 
independence under Christ. This included giving advice and 
warning that any action taken thereanent would have serious 
consequences. The Committee examined various complaints 
highlighted in the Petitions together with other issues which 
had developed in ongoing correspondence between Rev 
James Frew and others, including the Committee. At their 
meeting in September 2010 various issues were highlighted 
which it was felt merited further consideration and it was 
agreed that a draft of a libel be prepared for consideration at 
their October meeting.
Regrettably, at the beginning of October 2010, the Committee 
were sent a purported Declaration of Disassociation from 
various individuals at Adelaide indicating their secession from 
the Church. On 4th October there was also sent a purported 
letter of resignation from Rev James Frew. In the view of 
the Committee neither item of correspondence could be 
received, as the parties concerned were, in the view of the 
Committee, following a divisive course from the discipline and 
government of the Church. When the Committee reported 
to the October meeting of the Commission of Assembly, the 
Commission of Assembly noted that the resignation of Rev 
James Frew from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
could not be accepted at that time due to outstanding 
allegations against him and directed the Committee to follow 
the procedures set out in the law and practice of the Church. 
Further details will be found in the Report of the Special 
Commission. The Committee regret that they were unable 
to resolve the difficulties at Adelaide. At present there are 
a few people, scattered in various parts of Australia, who 
remain connected to the congregation at Adelaide. However, 
it is difficult to see, at present, how there can be a meaningful 
future for the FCC in Australia.

Presbytery of the United States
The Presbytery of the United States endured a difficult 
year in 2010. The Atlanta congregation suffered a number 
of discouragements and has had to move from premises 

that were closer to the city centre, into the community of 
Conyers, Georgia, a suburb east of the city. The Presbytery 
was sad to receive the resignation of Rev Sherman Isbell in 
December 2010 due to ill health. This has been a setback 
to the work as a whole in the USA and to the Washington 
congregation in particular, but a small number of families 
continue to meet for worship and receive regular pulpit 
supply. Services in the Detroit Preaching Station came to an 
end in January 2010. The preaching station in St Louis, Missouri 
suffered the loss of some members due to relocation with 
employment but services continue with Mr Jonathan Mattull 
providing pulpit supply. However, in the last year a group of 
Reformed Christians in Columbia, Missouri, were recognised 
as a preaching station by the Presbytery and placed under the 
oversight of the Atlanta Kirk Session. They are known locally 
as Grace Reformed Church and have around 30 people in 
attendance. Their regular pulpit supply is provided by Rev 
Jeffery Yelton, a minister in the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of North America. The Greenville congregation secured a 
newly-renovated rented facility in downtown Greenville 
which has proved more than suitable for their needs. Since 
last year, the congregation elected another elder and deacon 
and also added a number of members to the communion 
roll. There are currently around 130 souls attached to the 
congregation including children.

Zambia
The work in Zambia comes under the Covenant College 
Zambia Trust. The three ministries of the Trust are Covenant 
College, the Farm and the Christian Education Fund. The Free 
Church (Continuing) representative on the Trust is Rev Greg 
MacDonald and we are grateful for his diligence in attending 
meetings of the Trust. When Rev Greg MacDonald reported 
to the 2010 General Assembly on his recent visit to Zambia 
he made a plea for recruiting a third lecturer for Covenant 
College from the Free Church (Continuing). The need for a 
third lecturer had been identified by the Covenant College 
Zambia Trust. Our Committee took up the challenge and, in 
June 2010, approached Rev David Lachman who is now filling 
the post.

Rev Gavin Beers (Ayr)
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Overseas Students and Sri Lanka.
Rev. Harry Woods visited Sri Lanka under the auspices of the 
Committee last July and undertook an extensive speaking 
schedule. Mr Partheepan Nixon Shanmugam, who has been 
a student in our Seminary since 2007, desires to be licensed 
and ordained by our Church and would like to return home 
to take up ministry in Sri Lanka. Over his time spent in the 
Seminary he has become convinced of purity of worship and 
his church in Sri Lanka has made it plain that they would not 
therefore ordain him to the ministry. We are thankful for his 
contribution to the work of our Church during the last four 
years and look forward to continued co-operation in the 
future.

Jewish Missions
The Committee continued to support the work of Christian 
Witness to Israel.

Home Mission Worker
We are deeply grateful for the faithful labours of our Home 
Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison and offer our 
warm congratulations to Mr and Mrs Morrison on the birth 
of their second child, Anna Marie. During the course of the 
year Mr Morrison assisted with planned mission outreach in 
Aberdeen, Shettleston, Knightswood, Evanton and Stornoway. 
This included helping with the evangelistic module for the 
Seminary students. When not on scheduled missions Mr 
Morrison has conducted tract distribution and door-to-
door visitation in the area around the Westhill Church in 
Inverness. In 2010 Mr Morrison undertook intensive labours 
in connection with the Pope’s visit to Scotland in September. 
In association with the Southern Presbytery he ordered large 
quantities of suitable literature and arranged for teams of 
helpers to distribute tracts in Edinburgh and Glasgow. Some 
17,000 Gospel tracts, along with 27 Bibles, were given out 
and the Gospel was shared with countless multitudes in 
both cities, most of whom were Roman Catholics. Contacts 
resulted in follow-up work by email and correspondence.

Mike Moore, CWI
There followed an Order of the Day for the reception of 
missionary delegates. First to speak was Rev Mike Moore, 
Christian Witness to Israel. He thanked the Assembly for their 
financial support. He made mention of a project to translate 
the Hebrew Bible into modern Hebrew. He said that biblical 
Hebrew was as different from modern Hebrew as Chaucer’s 
English is from modern English. He also referred to outreach 

work done among Jews attending a New Age event in London 
and also outreach work done amongst the Ultra-orthodox in 
Aberystwyth, Wales, last year and planned also for this year.

Greg MacDonald
Rev Greg MacDonald then spoke of his visit to Covenant 
College, Zambia. It is encouraging that for the first time since 
Rev David Fraser left in 2004 the Free Church (Continuing) 
now have a full-time missionary in Zambia. The Lachmans have 
settled in well to their new situation and they keep us up to 
date with their newsletters. It was particularly providential 
that Mr Lachman was appointed because the Principal, Rev 
Cees Molenaar, has announced that he is leaving the College 
to take up a new work. He has been there since 2006 and 
much progress has taken place in the five years since his 
appointment. His wife was active in the work among the 
women and the children. We wish the Molenaars well as they 
leave the College in June. Rev Heinrich Zwemstra takes over 
as Principal and we pray for the Lord’s blessing on him in his 
new appointment. His wife Jacomien had taken malaria last 
year and more recently their daughter Nelrie was very ill with 
it. We are glad for the recent improvement in her condition. 
Mr Lachman has been lecturing on the Westminster Confession 
of Faith.

Partheepan
Mr S N V Partheepan was next invited to speak and he 
thanked the Church for their financial support of him during 
his time at the Seminary and in Glasgow. He intends to 
return to Sri Lanka in October or November this year, to 
get married in December and to begin a Gospel work in his 
native land. His first priority is to translate the Psalms into 
Tamil and to set them to music for worship. He reckons that 
he will spend most of his first year, planning where to base his 
work of church planting while at the same time preaching in 
churches and teaching in Bible colleges.

Harry Woods
Rev Harry Woods then addressed the house and spoke of 
his visit last year to Sri Lanka when he delivered 22 lectures 
in three weeks. He was worked very hard but felt that it had 
been a most rewarding time. As well as lecturing in a Seminary, 
he gave addresses at a church camp and administered the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Amendment
Rev William Macleod presented the following amendment 
to the Supplementary Report of the Missions Committee: 

Delegates: Mike Moore (CWI);                      Partheepan (Sri Lanka);                         Rev Jerrold Lewis (FRC).
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‘The General Assembly give thanks for the contacts that have 
developed with Sri Lanka which have enabled two students 
from Sri Lanka to study in the Seminary and ministers from 
within the Church to assist in that land; they encourage the 
Committee to continue to monitor developments thereanent 
and should an opening arise for the beginning of missionary 
endeavour in Sri Lanka, they hereby authorise the Committee 
to take such steps, not excluding the possibility of induction 
of a suitable minister or probationer to the work. If such a 
man is inducted to the work they instruct the Committee 
to allocate £6,000 per annum for his support for a period of 
three years on the understanding that the situation will be 
reviewed at the end of three years’.
It was also moved and seconded that the last sentence of 
the amendment be replaced with the following: ‘If such a man 
is inducted to the work they instruct the Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee, in consultation with other Committees, 
to consider the possibility of allocating £6000 per annum for 
his support for a period of three years on the understanding 
that the situation will be reviewed at the end of the three 
years’. The amendment as so adjusted was accepted.

John Keddie
Rev John Keddie then rose to speak of the visit he and his 
son David made to Kenya. Mr Keddie gave sixteen two-hour 
lectures over four days on Church History and Principles. 
They enjoyed their visit and were impressed with the Korean 
missionaries though on reflection Mr Keddie wondered if he 
had perhaps pitched his lectures a little high for the students.

Bert Pohl
Rev Bert Pohl then gave an update on his tent-making 
ministry at Smiths Falls. He confessed he has not been able 
to make much progress on outreach since the last Assembly 
but he does expect to be able to devote more time to the 
congregation and outreach in the coming year.

Sixth Sederunt
The Sixth Sederunt began on Thursday morning with the 
Rev Jerrold Lewis (Free Reformed Church, Pompton Plains, 
New Jersey, USA) preaching to the Assembly on Revelation 

4:10. His subject was the worship of the Lamb of God by the 
church in heaven. He noted the church cast their crowns at 
Christ’s feet. He developed his theme using three headings 
which explained the motivation for their doing this: 1) Perfect 
Humility; 2) Perfect Love, and 3) Perfect Thanksgiving. It was a 
very moving and challenging address. 
The Rev Harry J T Woods was appointed assistant clerk pro 
tem in place of Rev Murdo A N MacLeod who had to leave to 
fulfil another engagement.

Legal Advice
The Report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee was 
presented by the Convener Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat). In his 
presentation Mr. MacLeod spoke on a number of items:

Broadford
The outcome of the Appeal was not yet available.

Partick
The Residual Body have taken action against our Partick 
Congregation with regard to church, hall, manse and funds. 
The action was due to be heard in May but because the 
outcome of the Broadford Appeal is still awaited both sides 
requested a delay.

Duthil-Dores
In spite of a condition attached by Inverness Presbytery to 
the acceptance of the resignation of Rev Gavino Fioretti 
from the charge of Duthil-Dores, to the effect that he should 
return the keys to the Deacons’ Court of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing), the congregation subsequently found 
that although keys were handed over  no entry was possible 
to the manse or church at Tomatin as, it would seem, the locks 
had been changed by the Residual Body.

Kiltearn
The resignation of Rev Calum Iain Macleod involved his 
continued occupation of the manse (although no longer a 
minister of the denomination) and the securing the property 
against the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) congregation, 
using the services of Northern Security Alarms. A number of 
the members of the Kiltearn congregation have applied to, 
and apparently been granted membership, as individuals, of 
a hitherto notional congregation of the Residual Body. The 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) congregation have 
been granted use of temporary accommodation for worship 
in the premises used by the local Scout Group. The former 
treasurer of Kiltearn Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
congregation succeeded, following his resignation from the 
denomination, in removing from the accounts of the Kiltearn 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) the sum of £7,500, 
which sum he has refused, in spite of a request by the Bank 
of Scotland, to return. He has also, despite repeated formal 
requests from the congregation, refused to hand over to the 
Kiltearn Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) congregational 
financial documentation belonging to the congregation. The 
Committee are pursuing these matters actively.

Issues arising from the Duthil-Dores and Kiltearn Resignations
The Committee noted that the Duthil-Dores and Kiltearn 
situations involved the resignations of ministers who had 
only very recently completed their studies for the ministry 
and who appear to have had a less-than clear understanding 

Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat)
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of and commitment to the constitution and fundamental 
principles of the Free Church of Scotland and in particular 
the principles involved in the division of 2000. The Committee 
believe that it is important that all those involved in the 
training and examination of Candidates for the Ministry 
should take steps to ensure that Candidates have both a 
clear understanding of and informed commitment to the 
constitution and fundamental principles of the historic Free 
Church of Scotland and in particular the principles involved in 
the division of 2000.

Denominational Trustees
The 2005 General Assembly approved the recommendation 
of the Committee that Presbyteries be requested to nominate 
men considered suitable to act as General Trustees for the 
Church. By Act XIV, Class II, 2007 the General Assembly 
approved the appointment as Denominational Trustees of Mr 
John MacKenzie, Mr Alistair Mackintosh, Mr Angus Shaw, Mr 
John N Gillies and Mr Maurice Grant. All questions relating 
to eligibility in terms of civil law have now been resolved and 
the Committee now recommend that the General Assembly 
confirm the appointment of those named individuals as 
General Trustees. The Committee further recommend that, 
as the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides is not represented 
among those named as General Trustees, the Committee be 
instructed to seek from the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides 
a nomination of an individual suitable for appointment as a 
General Trustee.

Public Liability and other Insurance
The subject of centralised public liability insurance continues 
on the agenda of the Committee but no definitive solution has 
yet been reached. The matter of insurance has been greatly 
complicated by the surreptitious redrafting of insurance 
contracts by insurers without informing the insured parties. 
Congregations invited to renew their insurance have not 
being informed by the insurers that the renewal does not give 
the same coverage as they had enjoyed since first taking out 
the policy. This means, in effect, that congregations may be 
paying considerable amounts for insurance which is virtually 
worthless. The Committee continue to keep this matter 
under review.

Pensions
The Committee have, in consultation with the Finance & 
Sustentation Committee, been examining the manner in 
which ministers who had service with the Free Church of 
Scotland prior to 2000 have been treated by the supposedly 
independently-managed Free Church Pension Fund in the 
light of apparent discrepancies in calculations and questions 
regarding the equity of treatment of men adhering to the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing). Pensions following almost 
twenty years service prior to 2000 can amount to as little as 
£25 per month. Advice has been given that all ministers with 
service prior to 2000 should attempt to secure from the Free 
Church Pension Fund a statement of their entitlement and the 
options open to them.
John MacKenzie spoke of the current case in the Courts and 
he hoped for a favourable response.

Amendment
Lindsay MacCallum presented the following addendum: 

‘To assist the Training of the Ministry Committee and 
Presbyteries to fulfil the obligations outlined in Para 4 of the 
Proposed Deliverance, the General Assembly instructs the 
Legal Committee to prepare a document without delay on 
the Right of Continued Protest as a principle and how this 
principle was denied by the Free Church of Scotland in 1999, 
the document to be forwarded to the Clerk of the Training 
of the Ministry Committee and to all Presbytery Clerks’. 
Speaking to the addendum Rev Allan Murray indicated that 
the Right of Continued Protest was a biblical principle. The 
word biblical should be introduced before principle in the 
addendum. During the time for speakers Rev John Keddie had 
reservations about the addendum whilst John MacKenzie was 
broadly in favour.
The Assembly was brought to a hushed quietness when 
an emotional Lindsay MacCallum brought to the house his 
heart-felt up-to-date report on the Kiltearn congregation 
following the painful division last November. He indicated 
the congregation was in good heart and was grateful for the 
preaching supply. He remarked on the wonderful support 
received from the Tarbat congregation during their March 
communion. Thanks were also expressed for support from 
Brora.
James Gracie spoke passionately in favour of the addendum 
and on the principle of the Right of Continued Protest. The 
Amendment was accepted.

John Roberts
There followed an Order of the Day when Rev John 
Roberts, DayOne Christian Ministries, was presented to the 
Moderator and asked to address the house. In his address he 
remarked that many MPs are not in favour of 24/7 shopping. 
Also he highlighted the work of DayOne’s prison ministries. 
For the past 32 years they have been distributing diaries 
containing Scripture verses to prisoners and he is pleased to 
report that the Word of God is having a positive effect on 
some of the inmates. Another strand of DayOne’s work is 
their publications. A Travel Through Westminster guide has been 
prepared and he hopes that DayOne will be able to present 
a copy to each MP.

Overture re Sexuality
Rev David Fraser then presented the following Overture 
which was accepted: ‘It is overtured from the floor by the 
undersigned Commissioners that the following statement 
be adopted by this General Assembly met, and issued to the 
Press:
“The General Assembly of the Free Church (Continuing) 
met this 26th day of May 2011 do affirm and assert that the 
Holy Scriptures clearly teach us that our Creator has given 
mankind the gift of sexuality for His glory, for the comfort 
of man and woman, for the procreation of a godly seed, to 
fulfil the creation mandate and raise up godly seed to prepare 
a people for Himself to all eternity. This union is only to be 
expressed within the bounds that Scripture prescribes and 
any transgression of these bounds will earn His just judgment. 
In particular
1. All sexual relations outside the institution of marriage of 
one man and one woman are sinful and cannot be condoned 
within the membership of Christ’s Church.
2. Any practice of sexual relations between man and man 
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or woman and woman is severely condemned by God in 
Scripture and is described as an abomination in His sight.
3. Any church which countenances the ordination of a man 
practising homosexuality is denying the faith and will earn 
the displeasure of Almighty God – Scriptures Genesis 19 v5. 
Leviticus 18 v22, Romans 1 v26,27, Revelation 22 v15.

Strategy Committee
The Report of the Strategy Committee was presented by 
Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat). Matters highlighted in the Report 
included: acquisition and purchase of buildings; pensions 
complications; financial assistance for equipment; meetings 
conducted wholly or partly by telephone conference call; 
presbyterial arrangements for congregations outwith the 
bounds of any Presbytery; revision of the Schedules of 
Statistics; responsibilities of trustees; candidates for the 
ministry on church courts and committees; dissents and 
protests and timing and frequency of meetings. The Report 
was adopted.

Special Commission
The Report of the Special Commission was presented by Rev 
John MacLeod (Tarbat).  It was explained that Rev James Frew 
had been cited repeatedly to appear before the Commission 
but that he refused to receive the citation. In his absence his 
case was tried and on several counts he was found guilty. It 
was therefore decided to depose him from the ministry. 

Seventh Sederunt
The Seventh Sederunt began with the singing Psalm 102:13-
18 led by Dr Naylor, and the Moderator read Isaiah 54 and 
constituted with prayer. There followed the Deposition from 
the holy ministry of Rev James Frew, Magill Free Church. Rev 
Bill Scott led in prayer and then the Moderator pronounced 
the Deposition.

Committee on Publications
The Moderator called for the Report of the Committee 
on Publications which was presented by Mr Glenn Fraser, 
Convener. In his presentation Mr Fraser mentioned that 
the circulation figures for the Witness magazine are slightly 
down on the previous year. He said that it is hoped to have 
a new Year Book out soon. The Committee were notified of a 
work by Mr Maurice Grant on the lives of two Covenanter 
ministers, John Kid and John King. They suggested that Mr 
Grant contact Reformation Heritage Books first of all and 
they have also encouraged him to approach other Reformed 
publishers.

Website
Last year it was reported that Rev Greg MacDonald had 
requested to be relieved of his rôle as Editorial Overseer 
of the Church’s web site. Since then the Committee have 
requested Revs John J Murray, Graeme Craig and David Blunt 
to supply material for the site on a regular basis and have 
approached Mr William MacLeod (Ness) to lead the work 
on designing a new Church website with Mr Scott Melhuish 
(Inverness) to assist him. In the modern age the internet is 
an important means for the promotion of our testimony. It is 
anticipated that a prototype of the new site will be available 
for the Committee’s consideration at their June meeting 
and that the Committee will be in a position thereafter to 
formalise proposals regarding the editorial and technical 

oversight of the web site.

Spring Conference
The Spring Conference was once again held in the Culduthel 
Christian Centre, Inverness, on 22nd April and we continue to 
be grateful for the use of this very suitable facility. The theme 
this year was ‘The Word of God & The People of God’ and 
the speakers were Rev Greg MacDonald and Rev Jack Seaton. 
Attendance was similar to the previous year at around 80 
adults and 19 children. Consideration will be given as to how 
attendance at the Conference may be increased and ministers 
were urged to set an example by attending themselves where 
possible and encouraging their congregations to do likewise.
Questions were called for and Mr John MacKenzie asked 
about progress on a document relating to the division of 2000. 
Rev David Blunt seconded the report and explained that the 
Year Book had been delayed until the outcome of the appeal 
against Lord Uist’s determination had been known. During the 
time for speakers the Principal Clerk stated that the Spring 
Conference had been a great conference. Rev John J Murray 
noted how highly  the Witness and Explorer magazines are 
rated by others outwith our denomination. He also noted 
that we live in a day when it is difficult to get Christians to 
read and he commended the literary work of the Scottish 
Reformation Society. Rev John Keddie noted that the Church’s 
subordinate standards are not available in print and wondered 
if the Committee could address the situation.

Deceased ministers and elders
 The Report of the Committee preparing a Minute anent 
Deceased Ministers and Elders was then called for and 
delivered with Commissioners standing in respect. During his 
Report Rev John J Murray made mention of Rev W McKnight 
and elders, Martin Kirkwood (Beauly) David Murray (Dores) 
and John Munro (Rogart) and also Mr John MacPherson 
(Killin).

Close
There were no Protestations and Rev Harry Woods read the 
appointment of Commission of Assembly. Thanks on behalf 
of the Assembly were expressed to various parties by elder 
Murdo Campbell. The date for the next General Assembly was 
set for 21st May 2012. The minutes of the 6th and 7th sederunts 
were read, 
adjusted and 
ap p rove d . 
Psalm 122 
was sung 
led by Mr 
C r i c h t o n 
and the 
Moderator 
pronounced 
the apostolic 
benediction 
and so 
the 2011 
G e n e r a l 
A s s e m b l y 
was brought 
to a close.

Rev Andrew Allan (Aultbea)
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(4) There was the active advance of distinctly 
Christian education

It is not without the greatest significance that the First Book of 
Discipline focused so much upon education. Listen to what is 
proposed (in the Fifth Head): ‘Seeing that God has determined 

that His church here in earth shall be taught not by angels but 
by men; and seeing that men are born ignorant of all godliness; 
and seeing, also, God now ceases to illuminate men miraculously, 
suddenly changing them, as that He did His apostles and others 
in the primitive church: of necessity it is that your honours be 
most careful for the virtuous education and godly upbringing of 
the youth of this realm, if either ye now thirst unfeignedly [for] 
the advancement of Christ’s glory, or yet desire the continuance 
of His benefits to the generation following. For as the youth 
must succeed to us, so we ought to be careful that they have the 
knowledge and erudition to profit and comfort that which ought 
to be most dear to us – to wit, the church and spouse of the 
Lord Jesus. Of necessity therefore we judge it, that every several 
church have a schoolmaster appointed, such a one as is able, at 
least, to teach grammar and the Latin tongue, if the town is of 
any reputation’. 
The Book of Discipline goes on to deal in some detail with both 
School and University education as a godly enterprise to be 
supported by the Civil Magistrate. In some ways this ideal was 
accomplished by the Education Act 1696, which ordered locally 
funded Church-supported Schools to be established in every 
Parish in Scotland. Right up to the Education (Scotland) Act of 
1872 most parishes had Assembly or Free Church Schools with 
positive Christian standards. Since that 1872 Act, and even more 
so by a 1918 Act, there has been progressive secularisation of 
education with the disastrous results for the church in terms of 
just what the Reformers feared: generations raised in ignorance 
of divine truth, largely poisoned by the influences of an education 
system dominated by essentially Enlightenment ideology and 
dogma. That, however, is another issue beyond this paper. Suffice 
to say that here again was evidence in the Reformation Church 
of a movement of grace.
(5) There was fruit which showed that the root of 
the work was good and godly
Until the late 19th and into the 20th Centuries in Scotland the 
Reformation thought and practice was at least in some measure 
preserved. There were many challenges to the Reformed Church 
after the establishment of the first General Assembly on 20th 
December, 1560.  There were only six ministers at that Assembly 
and 12 in all Scotland. Such was the progress, however, that seven 
years afterwards there were apparently 252 ministers assisted by 
154 exhorters and 467 readers. The ideals for which the Reformed 
Church stood, standing unashamedly on the Bible as the Word of 
God, the Headship of Jesus Christ over Church and Nation, and 
the primacy of preaching, continued to be maintained with greater 
or lesser power for the following three centuries. The Westminster 
Standards themselves were a fruit of the Reformation movement, 
and we may say that the Westminster Confession of Faith stood on 
the shoulders of the Scots Confession of 1560, among other such 
Reformation Confessions of which the Scots’ one was a notable 

example. The same could be said of the relation of the First Book 
of Discipline (1560) and the Second Book of Discipline (1578), which 
was a fruit of the first one. In the continuing commitment to the 
sufficiency of Scripture in all matters of faith and worship and 
life, and of the primacy of preaching and godly nurture, in church 
and school (and university), and desire to bring the nation under 
Christ’s rule, the Scottish Reformation left Scotland a magnificent 
legacy, which was maintained for centuries and of which we 
are at once beneficiaries and custodians and ambassadors. The 
sadness of the present time is that there is such ignorance and 
lack of appreciation for the Scottish Reformation which had such 
a transforming effect on Scottish life and culture, as a genuine 
movement of the grace of God.
Conclusion
As far as lessons from all this are concerned, in the end it is 
a matter of faithfulness to Christ. Let us be faithful to Christ, 
doggedly so in our loose day spiritually, ecclesiastically and 
socially. We do well to follow the example of our Reformers as 
they followed Christ. This was well expressed in a lecture given 
by William Croft Dickinson in 1959: ‘The stress was on the Word 
of God, and on the rejection of all beliefs and practices for which 
no warrant could be found in God’s plain Scriptures, written and 
revealed. The call was for a church freed from corruption, and 
from all man-made ceremony and invention; a church based fair 
and square on the Word of God, and a church that would preach 
the Word of God to the people. And reliance upon the Word of 
God was the very core and essence of the Scots Confession of 
Faith’. May this be true of us and our churches!
It is in this area that we have the greatest lessons from 
the Reformation movement, when we understand that the 
Reformation of the 16th Century was a movement of divine 
grace, a pouring out of the Holy Spirit. Until there is a return 
to the Word and an attitude of complete captivity to the Word 
as the express revelation of the living God, the church will 
continue to be in bondage to the idols and gods of the age. As 
we mentioned at the beginning, our situation is so different today 
from those days of our Reforming fathers. No doubt we have 
different intellectual and social and religious challenges. But one 
thing is certain, we need their zeal; and we need their practice of 
prayer; and we need their courage; and we need their faith; and 
we need their love for Christ and truth. Their hearts burned for 
Him. 
May the Lord give us a burning heart of devotion and consecration 
and reforming zeal in our day, in which our Protestant churches 
require a movement of grace every bit as much as that declined 
and corrupt Church did before the Reformation which came to a 
head 450 years ago. Let us hear the Lord saying to us: ‘Therefore 
also now the Lord saith, Turn you unto me with all your heart, 
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning, and rent 
your heart, and not your clothes: and turn unto the Lord your 
God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth, if he will 
return and repent and leave a blessing behind him’ (Joel 2:12-14, 
Geneva Bible).

The Scottish Reformation
A Movement of Grace, Part IV

Rev John W Keddie
In Mr Keddie’s last article we saw the Scottish Reformation as a movement of Grace in the establishment of a sound Church order.
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News

Rev. Graeme Craig, minister of the Free Church (Continuing) 
congregation of Stornoway was appointed Moderator-

designate of the 2011 General Assembly. At the midweek 
Prayer Meeting conducted on Thursday 12th May 2011, the 
congregation were pleased to take part in a simple ‘Robing 
Ceremony’ which was chaired by Rev Daniel MacKinnon 
(Retired, Kilmorack & Strathglass). The actual robing was 
conducted by Mrs Annie Bella Matheson (Brue), who has the 
distinction of being the oldest female communicant member 
of the Stornoway congregation. It was a happy occasion.

Free Church of Scotland Assembly

Several overtures and petitions were before the 2011 
General Assembly regarding the findings of the Plenary 

Assembly of November 2010. That disastrous Assembly 
decided to introduce hymns and musical instruments into 
the public worship of God in direct denial of the ordination 
vows which all office-bearers had taken. Every minister 
had promised to ‘assert, maintain and defend’ the ‘purity of 
worship as presently practised in this church’ and that was 
further clearly defined as ‘to avoid the use in public worship 
of uninspired materials of praise as also of instrumental music’. 
Those unhappy with the Assembly finding argued that the 
decision should go down to Presbyteries under the Barrier 
Act. But this was rejected. Memorial petitions from members 
were noted and passed from. Thus the November decision 
was upheld. The result of all this is that the ordination vows 

Robing of the Moderator
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Desk
have been changed. From now on ministers and elders at 
ordination will vow to ‘assert, maintain and defend’ the purity 
of worship as presently practised in this Church and that is 
now the singing of uninspired hymns as well as Psalms and also 
the using of instrumental music. Now that the Free Church 
has broken its vows in one area, what value are the vows? 
They can be broken on any matter simply by a majority vote 
of the Assembly. No doctrine of the Church is safe. All who 
concurred in the decision are guilty of a public breach of the 
Ninth Commandment. If ordination vows are broken as easily 
as this, why not marriage vows too?

Salisbury Conference

The annual conference of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury 
(SP2 7EE) will take place on Friday 16th and Saturday 

17th September 2011 (DV). The theme is: ‘Proclaiming Christ 
to the World’ and the guest speaker: Dr Michael A G Haykin, 
Professor of Church History and Biblical Spirituality at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, 
USA. The actual talks are entitled: ‘Patrick: a Missionary in the 
Early Church’; ‘The Reformation and its Rediscovery of the 
Missionary Vision’; ‘Missionary Work from Calvin to Carey’, 
and ‘William Carey: the Father of Modern Missions’. For 
further details please see: www.salisburyemmanuel.org.uk 

Book for sale

Stornoway Congregation recently bought copies of The 
Greatest Hoax on Earth by Jonathan Sarfati and are now 

trying to sell their extra copies (£5.00 plus £2.50 postage & 
packing – contact the Treasurer, John A Gillies, 7 Oliver’s Brae, 
Stornoway Isle of Lewis, HS1 2SS, Jagillies@btinternet.com). 
Sarfati thoroughly answers Richard Dawkins’ book defending 
evolution: The Greatest Show on Earth.

Young People’s Weekend

The next Young People’s weekend will take place 14th-17th 
October 2011 in Arbroath. The speaker will be the Rev 

Kenneth Macdonald (Scalpay), and the topic, ‘Thy Kingdom 
come’. Costs are:
Booking before 6th Sept: Waged £60 / Unwaged £55
Booking after 6th Sept: Waged £65 / Unwaged £60
Part weekend: Arrive Friday leave Saturday £25 / Arriving 
Saturday £40
Day Visitors £7.50
The weekend is for those aged 16 and over. For booking form, 
online booking and further details, see oct.bible-sermons.com, 
or email: arbroath@bible-sermons.org.uk or Nathan Roberts, 
26 Philip Avenue, Linlithgow, EH49 7BH. Tel.: 01506 668162.

Church of Scotland Decline 

The Church of Scotland accelerated its journey into 
spiritual decline when its recent General Assembly 

voted to ordain gay ministers and deacons. Despite the 
biblical pleas of evangelical ministers during a lengthy debate, 
Commissioners took no notice and voted by 351 to 294 to 
adopt a ‘trajectory’ towards a blanket acceptance for training, 
induction and ordination of those in same-sex relationships 
to the ministry.
A ‘trajectory’ means nothing has been formally enacted, 
effectively manipulating the decision to avoid going under 
the Barrier Act, with the majority of Presbyteries indicating 
they had no appetite for such proposals and 20% of Kirk 
Sessions pledging to leave the Church of Scotland under such 
circumstances.
The General Assembly also voted to allow ministers and 
deacons who were in same-sex relationships before May 2009 
to be inducted into pastoral charges, capping a significant 
departure from the Bible. There are thought to be over 50 
gay ministers already in the Church of Scotland, although the 
majority are serving in roles such as hospital chaplaincy rather 
than parish ministry.
Although officials claim a final decision will not be made until 
the General Assembly of 2013, the writing is already on the 
wall for Scotland’s national Church and a split is inevitable. 
Already a handful of ministers and congregations have 
seceded, with many more waiting in the wings as the battle 
over building rights ensues. 
There are also serious doubts over the financial sustainability 
of the Church of Scotland’s existing setup, as evangelical 
congregations are by far the biggest givers to central funds 
and many members have either left or directed their offerings 
to other causes.
The Assembly’s decision means that a ‘Theological Commission’ 
will consider the possibility of gay marriage in Church of 
Scotland congregations, as well as creating liturgy for such 
services.
The debate over same-sex relationships and the ministry 
was prompted after the shambolic 2009 General Assembly 
where the call of an openly gay minister (who boasted that he 
would live in the manse with his male partner) to a church in 
Aberdeen was sustained.
There is great cause to continue praying for the Christians who 
remain in the denomination despite the heretical decisions. 
May they find great courage, strength and boldness in the Lord 
as the Church of Scotland faces financial, moral and scriptural 
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bankruptcy as it continues to arrogantly trample over God’s 
Word rather than humbly submitting to it.

Edinburgh – New Church 
Maurice Grant

Friends from near and far gathered on the beautiful evening 
of 3rd June for the opening of the Edinburgh congregation’s 

new place of worship in Arthur Street.
The minister of the congregation, Rev James Gracie, presided, 
and Rev John J Murray, senior minister, preached a most 
appropriate sermon from Psalm 48, verses 12-14, words which 
speak of the covenant faithfulness of God to his church in 
all generations. Following public worship the company met 
informally when Mr Gracie gave an account of the acquisition 
of the building and expressed his thanks to all those, both in 
the congregation and beyond, who had given of their time 
and energy to fitting it up for the congregation’s use. Several 
messages of greeting were read by Mr Maurice Grant, elder. 
Mr Grant then presented Mr Murray and Mr Gracie with 
copies of a commemorative edition of the Bible published 
to mark the 400th anniversary of the Authorised Version. He 
also, in the congregation’s name, presented Mr Gracie with a 
tangible token of the congregation’s thanks for all his efforts 
in securing the new place of worship, and as a mark of their 
appreciation of his ministry among them. Mrs Pamela Thurlow 
presented a gift of flowers to Mrs Gracie. Mr Gracie replied 
on behalf of his wife and himself, thanking the congregation for 
their support over the years and for their totally unexpected 
gifts. A pleasant time of fellowship was then enjoyed as the 
company partook of the variety of good things prepared by 
the ladies.
The opening of the building marks a new phase in the 
congregation’s history and brings to an end a period of eleven 
years spent worshipping in rented accommodation. The 
building is ideally suited for the congregation’s needs and is 
centrally situated near a main thoroughfare. The congregation 
deeply appreciate the interest shown in the project throughout 
the Church and are particularly grateful to those individuals 
and congregations who responded so generously to the 
appeal fund. They are also grateful to the Edinburgh City 
Mission, from whom the building was purchased, for their 
co-operation in arranging the transfer, and to all others who 
helped along the way. Above all, they are thankful to the Lord 
for his goodness, for his guidance to them over the past eleven 

years, and for leading them to what they believe is the place 
of his own choosing for them. They now covet the prayers of 
the Lord’s people as they embark on this new chapter in their 
witness in Scotland’s capital city. 

Press release on sexuality 

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) have authorised 
the release of a statement affirming and asserting that the 

Holy Scriptures clearly teach us that our Creator has given 
mankind the gift of sexuality for His glory, for the comfort of 
man and woman, for the procreation of godly seed, to fulfil 
the creation mandate and raise up godly seed to prepare a 
people for Himself to all eternity. This union is only to be 
expressed within the bounds that Scripture prescribes and any 
transgression of these bounds will earn His just judgment. 
In particular: 
1. All sexual relations outside the institution of the marriage of 
one man and one woman are sinful and cannot be condoned 
within the membership of Christ’s Church. 
2. Any practice of sexual relations between man and man 
or woman and woman is severely condemned by God in 
Scripture and is described as an abomination in His sight. 
3. Any church which countenances the ordination of a man 
practising homosexuality is denying the faith and will earn 
the displeasure of Almighty God – Scriptures Genesis 19:5, 
Leviticus 18:22, Romans 1:26, 27, Revelation 22:15. 

New Bill on Sharia Courts 
Christian Institute

A new Bill was introduced by Baroness Cox in the House 
of Lords that will help address the problem of Sharia 

courts operating in England and Wales. It is supported by a 
wide range of groups including The Christian Institute and the 
National Secular Society. The Bill does not affect the internal 
affairs of religious groups, but does make it a crime for Sharia 
courts to act as though they have jurisdiction over criminal 
law or family law. The Bill makes it clear that discrimination 
against women will not be lawful in arbitration tribunals, so 
that it will be illegal for a woman’s testimony to be treated 
less favourably than a man’s.
Please pray that the Bill will gain support in the Lords; that 
there will be widespread, fair and accurate media coverage, 
and for Lady Cox, as she takes her Bill forward. Remember 
the women suffering injustice under Sharia law and pray that 
our legal system would uphold justice and righteousness and 
protect Christians who convert from Islam.

Scouts want more Homosexuals 
Christian Institute

The Scout Association has revealed plans to boost its 
number of homosexual members and leaders. But the 

move has been criticised for ‘steering the organisation’ away 
from its original Christian values. John Cormack, of the 
Scottish Christian Party, said: ‘My reaction to this is one of 
dismay and I suspect many other people will also be deeply 
concerned’. He added: ‘This is a huge step-change away from 
the Christian founding ethos of the Scout movement’. The 
half-a-million-strong movement has released a video as part 
of the campaign, which will also let Scouts attend homosexual 
marches in uniform. A leaflet, under a paragraph Gay Adults In 
Scouting, tells prospective leaders and volunteers: ‘It’s OK to 
be an adult in Scouting and be gay!’ Patrick Harvie, the Scottish 
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   2011 2011 2010
   Jun Total Total to June
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen  900 7,374 6,479
Duthil-Dores  1,000 11,368 11,461
Inverness  4,000 14,000 14,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 2,400 9,350 9,944
Total Inverness  8,300 42,093 41,884
   
Northern Presbytery   
Assynt & Scourie  0 700 563
Brora   2,200 10,444 11,192
Kiltearn   1,030 5,780 10,800
Tarbat   1,500 6,284 4,623
Total Northern  4,730 23,208 27,177
   
Southern Presbytery   
Arran   299 4,599 4,052
Ayr   200 1,359 1,348
Dumfries  0 0 0
Edinburgh  1,200 16,005 16,571
Glasgow - Partick  2,000 17,000 16,750
Glasgow - Shettleston 1,800 12,975 10,443
Glasgow - Knightswood 2,350 12,324 14,324
Rothesay  0 0 147
Total  Southern  7,849 64,262 63,635
   

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   1,870 11,752 11,382
Harris - Leverburgh 1,200 8,444 7,658
Harris - Scalpay  1,800 13,148 12,400
Knock & Point  1,125 8,365 7,673
North Uist  1,000 7,501 7,278
Stornoway  6,582 46,892 43,303
Total Outer Hebrides 13,577 96,102 89,694
   
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  1,000 6,112 6,607
Duirinish (Waternish) 500 2,715 2,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 6,500 7,646
Lochalsh  1,098 5,559 5,208
Poolewe & Aultbea 1,050 5,562 5,921
Ullapool  0 48 400
Portree   1,200 7,200 7,200
Snizort   1,200 10,287 9,643
Strath   200 348 337
Total Skye & Lochcarron  7,548 44,331 44,963

Total Congregations  42,004 269,995 267,353
Other Donations  2,609 18,193 7,947
Legacy   0 18,153 0

TOTAL  44,613 306,341 275,300
Including Gift Aid   46,890 43,408

Congregational Remittances - May 2011

Green leader, welcomed the move and urged the Scouts to go 
further and lift their ban on atheists and agnostics.
How sad it is that so called ‘Christian’ leaders are unable to 
see where the toleration and approval of homosexual practice 
comes from and where it will eventually lead!

Christian Institute

We were delighted to hear that the Christian Institute 
has decided to appoint an officer for Scotland. This is 

particularly important because Scotland is different legally and 
ecclesiastically from the rest of the UK. The Scottish Parliament 
and the sense of national identity adds to need for an office in 
Scotland. It has been decided that Nigel Kenny, a Scotsman and 
lawyer, who at present works in the head office in Newcastle, 
be appointed.

Pakistan 
Barnabas Fund

An influential Islamic political party has called for Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court to ban the Bible describing it as 

‘pornographic’, ‘blasphemous’, and offensive to Muslims. A 
leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam or the JUI-S party, Maulana 
Abdul Rauf Farooqi, made the appeal at a press conference 
at a mosque in Lahore on 30 May. The JUI party, whose name 
means ‘an Assembly of Islamic Clergy’, is represented in the 
lower house of Pakistan’s parliament. Farooqi claimed that 
‘blasphemous’ portions had been added to the Bible that 
charged some prophets with ‘a variety of moral crimes, which 
undermine the sanctity of the holy figures’. Farooqi said such 
‘insertions’ strongly offended Muslims, who hold all prophets 
and holy books in high esteem. Muslims believe the Christian 
Bible is a corruption of the original text. Farooqi said that if 

the Supreme Court did not respond by banning the Bible, 
Islamic clerics would formally petition the court. He added 
that the move was an act of revenge against the desecration 
of the Quran by a church in Florida.

Brutal Crucifixion in Cote d’Ivoire, Africa 
Barnabas Fund

Two peasant brothers were brutally crucified on ‘the 
example of Christ’ as forces loyal to Ivory Coast 

President Alassane Ouattara continue to target perceived 
supporters of his ousted Christian predecessor, Laurent 
Gbagbo. Raphael Aka Kouame died of his injuries; incredibly 
his younger brother, Kouassi Privat Kacou, survived the ordeal. 
The pair were badly beaten and tortured before being crudely 
nailed to cross-shaped planks by their hands and feet with 
steel spikes on 29 May. The brothers were falsely accused 
of hiding weapons in their home village of Binkro, which has 
been targeted by Ouattara supporters as the birthplace of a 
key enemy. They are looking for Prefect Koko Djei, President 
of the General Council of Oumé and an official in Gbagbo’s 
Ivorian Popular Front party, who is accused of distributing 
weapons to young Oumé men. The brothers repeatedly 
denied any involvement in a weapons cache, but their pleas 
were ignored. After crucifying the brothers, Ouattara’s men 
took them on an extensive search of Binkro, but they found 
only a store of medical equipment and supplies, which they 
looted. The seriously wounded pair were then taken to prison 
in Oumé, where Raphael died in the night.
The media has failed to report the religious side to the 
conflict – Ouattara being supported largely by the Muslims 
and Gbagbo by the Christians.
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Dear Friends,

It was my desire to write you a brief report regarding the 
Covenant College ministry. My aim is basically threefold: 
(1) to update you about the College ministry, (2) to share 

developments and plans for the future of Covenant College 
and (3) to express appreciation for the support. Beyond these, 
I pray that this report will render praise to our faithful God 
and fuel love for His work of missions.

Overview College 2010-2011

1  Students
In February 2011, the number of students reached 30, with 
more applicants planning to come later in the year. These 
are all full-time, boarding students who are already burdened 
with church leaders’ responsibilities in their respective 
congregations. Nineteen are enrolled at the Diploma level 
and eleven take the Certificate courses. Both courses take 
three years of study, each year comprising  25 weeks. They 
all need to support themselves, mostly by means of farming. 
We are thankful to observe a good attitude among them, 
mutual respect despite the very diverse backgrounds, and a 
consciousness that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.
All students are mentored by one of the resident lecturers 
– especially in the first year many need to learn how to study. 
We also try to look after them in their spiritual needs and 
practical family needs. This includes at least one visit to their 
home and congregation. 
Church representatives are now also invited annually to meet 
at the College for interaction with the Board of Trustees. 
Other ways to build relationships with the local churches are 
the regular preaching by both Dr Zwemstra and Mr Molenaar, 
and the annual Pastors’ Conference which is held in a different 
town each year.

2  Graduates
The 2010 graduates brought the total number of graduates to 
51. While on furlough, we received the sad news that one of 
them passed away. This is the fourth graduate who died – all 
at a very young age by Western standards, yet quite old for 
Zambia. 
As far as we can ascertain, six men have left their leadership 
responsibility. This is a sad fact, as so much was invested in 
them over their years of study. Sometimes family circumstances 
influenced this choice, and sometimes the business that was 
meant to support them in their pastoral work took over. 
In an attempt to encourage our brothers to remain faithful 
in their often lonely and little appreciated ministries, we have 
arranged more contact moments with our graduates. One 
such moment was the Graduates’ Conference in October – a 
week to refresh and encourage each other. In a land where 
people have neither email nor their own postal address, even 
inviting graduates for such meetings is no easy task!
Currently, three graduates are now taking advanced courses 
in Theology, one at Mukhanyo, and two with Sovereign Grace 
Theological College (by distance learning). 

3  Lecturers
Most of the teaching was taken care of by Dr Zwemstra and 
Mr Molenaar. We are thankful for good co-operation between 
us, both in teaching and all other College management tasks. 
The College was gladdened by the appointment of the Rev 
David Lachman, sent with Katie his wife and their son Elijah 
by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). The Lachmans 
arrived in February and started work soon after. He fills the 
position of third lecturer. 
This year we have further differentiated between the Diploma 
and Certificate students by teaching them in completely 
different tracks (except practice preaching). In order to 
further realize this, we also needed to look for local part-time 
teachers. From February, three local pastors teach most of 
the courses at the Certificate level, using both English and the 
local language. 
The Lecturers’ wives are involved in the ministries in various 
ways as well. Mrs Zwemstra continues to do a great service 
to the College by managing the books – these days, with 
the various projects, this involves a lot of transactions each 
month and she listens carefully. Mrs Molenaar has a leading 
responsibility in the Women’s Ministry and together with Miss 
Hendriksen in the Children’s Ministry. 

Needs and Vision
By the grace of God, we may say that as we are about to leave 
Covenant College ourselves, the ministry is quite stable and 
running smoothly. Facilities are provided, student procedures 
in place, and the administration structuralized (both within the 
College itself, between the different ministries, and between 
the ministries and the Trust). This doesn’t mean that there are 
no new targets to be met!

1  Specific areas of attention in 2011
1. Accreditation. Our growing relationship with Mukhanyo 
Theological College has not yet resulted in accreditation 
for Covenant College. This is mostly due to two factors: 
the changing regulations of the South African government, 
which forced MTC to reapply and adjust their programs; and 
the limitations on the side of Covenant College in terms of 
lecturers, facilities, and the actual teaching time per year. This 
process still requires more time and preparation.
2. Part-time lecturers. We need to invest in mentoring and 
supervising local part-time lecturers in order to furnish 
training that is both sound in doctrine and accessible to 
the students. It is not easy to find men locally who combine 
theological training, Reformed convictions, time and gifts of 
teaching. This is also an area where we are hoping to use 
College graduates in the future. For the same purpose, we will 
continue to search for materials in Chichewa.
3. Text books. We need to establish a minimum of quality, 
relevant, and applicable textbooks for the Diploma course.
4. Local churches. The College needs to continue to invest 
in relationships with local churches and national church 
denominations and their theological institutions. This will 
aid graduates to be more readily ordained as ministers in 
the church, and give them a place from where to influence 
others. 
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5. Third lecturer. With my departure, the position of third 
lecturer will once more be open. The College is urgently 
looking for a suitable pastor to fill this vacancy. This can either 
be an expatriate pastor supported by his home denomination, 
or a Zambian/African pastor supported by a church overseas. 

2  Vision
As a College, we certainly don’t think the passion for training 
rural pastors in Africa ends with the boundaries of the 
Covenant College mission station. In 2008 and 2010, a vision 
for the College ministry was formulated in which we sought to 
expand and deepen our training in various ways. 
1. The already mentioned focus on Chichewa teachers and 
materials for the Certificate course, as well as the search for 
more textbooks for the Diploma class, form part of the vision 
to help learners at each level. 
2. Beyond this, the College sees a need to work towards 
adding a higher degree program, Bachelor, in order to equip 
some to become teachers themselves. This would likely take 
place in co-operation with another College.
3. Within the Eastern Province of Zambia, new training 
centres would need to be established in order to answer the 
need for equipping church leaders throughout the region. For 
example, the Certificate course could be offered in such places, 
mostly by Zambian teachers. From there, capable men could 
come and continue at the current CC location. 
4. We see a need for CC-like Colleges in many African 
countries – to offer training that is biblical and Reformed in 
nature, relevant in its application, affordable to the rural pastor, 
and open to any who are called by God and recognized by the 
Church to lead the flock of Christ, regardless of their prior 
education and language. 
5. In order to continue realizing this vision Covenant College 
needs to further stabilise its financial position, in dependency 
on God and with discernment in the use of resources. One 
means is to seek sponsors according to the number of students 
who cover one man’s expenses and are willing to do so for the 

duration of his studies. Separate projects will be advertised 
through the Covenant College Column. The Column will also 
communicate prayer needs and matters for thanksgiving. 
These plans and the vision of the College need to be 
embedded in the prayers of those who lead the College, and 
by the prayers of supporting individuals and churches. 

Appreciation

1  Support of the College
Over the last ten years the FCSC has proved a faithful partner 
in the glorious work of missions in Africa. The College has 
benefited from the participation in the Trust by the Revs Fraser, 
McGlynn, and currently Greg MacDonald. We appreciate the 
space allotted to the work in the Witness. Also the Covenant 
College Column was received by many. We are encouraged by 
the prayers of the Church for the various ministries of CC and 
for the people for and with whom we work. 
Also financially, the FCSC as a body, specific mission groups, 
and individual members have contributed largely to the 
operation of the College. In 2010, the total support received 
via and from the FCSC accumulated to around £4,600 (while 
some funds were kept for 2011). This was certainly appreciated 
by the College management and other supporting churches as 
a token of partnership in the work of God. 

2  Lachman support
We are particularly encouraged by the great love to the work 
the Church showed when she decided to send the Lachmans 
to Covenant College. We realize this is once again a financial 
commitment to them and so to the ministry of training pastors 
in Zambia. We believe the Church will also increase in their 
prayers for the Lachmans, and, as they interact with the church, 
for the pastors and people of Zambia. 
Dear brothers and sisters, we pray that the Lord will strengthen 
and maintain the close ties between the FCSC and CC!
In Christ’s service,
Cees Molenaar (Principal)

The Molenaar family  with the College students, May 2011.
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“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”

Daniel 2:44
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