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Recently I preached in Tomatin, a village just south of 
Inverness. It was their communion weekend. At the 
other end of the parish, near the village of Dores, the 

annual Rockness Festival was being held. Some 30,000 people 
gathered there for a weekend of rock music – and, no doubt, 
drunkenness, drugs and immorality. That Friday night one of 
the Dores elders came into the vestry and said, ‘Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful to have that huge crowd coming to hear the 
gospel!’ Indeed how thrilling it would be to have tens of 
thousands gathering for a communion weekend, celebrating 
the death of Christ and worshipping our risen Saviour! Is it 
possible? Of course it is. Our God is almighty. He converted 
Saul of Tarsus from being the leading enemy of the early church 
to being its most zealous promoter. On the day of Pentecost 
He converted 3000 people and He hasn’t changed. His arm 
has lost none of its ancient power. He ‘who hath measured 
the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 
with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a 
measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills 
in a balance’ and before whom ‘the nations are as a drop of 
a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance’ 
(Is.40:12, 15), can He not cause a nation to be born, and born 
again, in a day (Is.66:8)? We need faith – to look for great things 
from a great God.

A Valley of Dead Bones
One day the Spirit of the Lord took Ezekiel to a valley where 
there were dead human bones. There were many bones and 
they were white because they had been dead a long time. 
God asked the prophet, ‘Can these bones live?’ (Ezek.37:3). 
The picture of the bones is explained: ‘Then he said unto me, 
Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, 
they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are 
cut off for our parts’ (v11). Look out on Scotland in our day; 
it is like the valley of bones. Our towns and villages are full of 
people but as far as God is concerned they are spiritually dead 
– they are just like white bones, long dead and bleached in the 
sun. Millions are lying in a state of total depravity and amongst 
these dead bones only a few living people walk.
The dead cannot see. They have no eyes to behold the 
invisible, the spiritual and the eternal. They cannot see God in 
His holiness, themselves in their sin, Christ the great Saviour, 
the hell to which they are going or the heaven which they will 
certainly lose. They are deaf to the warnings of God through 
His providence and Word, the call of the Gospel and the 
pleading of friends. They are dead to God and spiritual things 
with a total inability to do anything good or to take one step 
on the road to heaven. They are rotten and stinking before 
God in the pollution of their sin.
White bones have no sign of life or interest in it and is that 
not how we find most people? Many in our society have lots 
of money, houses, jobs, family, health and strength and have 
no sense of need for God to help them. Evolution explains 
away origins and they feel no need to recognize a Creator. 

When they think of death and their consciences trouble them 
modern religion provides them with the answer – your good 
works will save you, or the Mass and the priest and anyway 
God is a God of love which means surely that there is no hell 
and all will go to heaven. If they do feel a little bit anxious about 
the future then there are drink and drugs and entertainment 
to make them forget death. Evangelical religion is considered 
old-fashioned and irrelevant. How white the bones are!
Have you ever visited one of the great cemeteries in our 
cities? Have you thought of the millions of bones lying buried 
there? Have you imagined what it would be like if there was a 
resurrection, the thousands rising from the graves? But these 
bones are dead. There is no point in a minister going to a 
graveyard and preaching to the earthly remains. But is this not 
the situation in which we find ourselves spiritually? We preach, 
we witness and we seek to evangelise but the devil laughs at 
us and says we are wasting our time. Unbelief arises in our 
own hearts and we despair. 50,000 people will gather to see 
men kick a leather ball around a field but often 50 will not 
come together to hear the glorious gospel being proclaimed. 
And when the gospel is preached to sinners it seems to make 
no impression. We cry with one of old, ‘I have laboured in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain’ (Is.49:4) and, 
‘Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed?’ (Is.53:1).

Can These Bones Live?
This is a strange question and surely the answer is obvious. 
Ezekiel never saw a resurrection and neither have I. There were 
two boys in Old Testament times raised from the dead, one by 
Elijah and the other by Elisha. There was also the case of the 
man whose body was hastily dumped in Elisha’s grave – the 
funeral march ending quickly when Moabite raiders appeared. 
He revived when his body touched Elisha’s bones. Those few 
cases were of people who had only recently died, but here was 
a valley full of white bones, the flesh all having rotted away.
I remember some years ago a man died just before the service 
in church one Sunday. The paramedics came and attached a 
machine to him. They sent a high voltage current through 
the body which made it jump, but he was still dead. All their 
attempts to resuscitate were in vain. Sometimes of course 
the paramedics can get a heart, which has stopped, to start 
beating again. But what use would there be for the paramedics 
to come and attach their electrodes to white bones? If the 
person is just dead there might be some hope but with the 
scattered skeletons there is none.
Yet Ezekiel knows that God is almighty and so is reluctant to 
say that the bones cannot live. Is there anything beyond God’s 
power? He wisely responds: ‘O Lord God, thou knowest’ 
(Ezek.37:3). Can the dead bones in Scotland live? Can the 
thousands and millions of our fellow-citizens be born again? 
God is able to do it, but is He willing? ‘O Lord God, thou 
knowest’.

We Need Revival!
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God’s Command
God commands Ezekiel to prophesy with the words: ‘O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God 
unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 
and ye shall live: and I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring 
up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord’ 
(vv4-6). Notice the ‘I will’. It is God’s work from beginning to 
end. Sometimes people say that you must repent and believe 
the Gospel to be saved, and that is true and our duty. But at 
the same time we must realize that dead bones can do nothing. 
Salvation is not of works lest any man should boast (Eph.2:9). 
Similarly it is often said that if the church would humble herself, 
repent and pray there would be a revival. Now repentance and 
prayer are indeed our duty but, again, we are as unable to stir 
ourselves up to repentance and earnest prayer as dead bones. 
It must have felt very strange to Ezekiel to preach to white 
bones. Peter questioned the wisdom of launching out into the 
deep and letting down the nets after they had toiled all night 
and caught nothing (Lk.5:5), yet at the command of Christ he 
obeyed and they enclosed such a shoal of fish that the ‘net 
brake’. We too must preach, witness, evangelise and pray. That 
is our responsibility and the results are in God’s hands. In His 
time and in His way He will give the increase.

A Mighty Miracle
As Ezekiel speaks there is a noise – a shaking and rattling. The 
bones start moving. Bone comes together with bone and then 

joints form, sinews grow and flesh attaches to the bones and 
finally skin covers them. What an amazing sight! Eventually 
thousands of bodies are lying there, but they have no life and 
Ezekiel is totally incapable of resurrecting them. Sometimes we 
see people showing an interest in Christian things. They begin 
to come to church, they read their Bible and they pray. But 
after a while they return to their old ways. Whatever happened 
they were not raised from spiritual death nor had the miracle 
of the new birth occurred. Only the Holy Spirit can do that. 
Turning over a new leaf will not do. So Ezekiel is given a further 
command: ‘Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live’ (Ezek.37:9). And we are told that as Ezekiel spoke, ‘the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their 
feet, an exceeding great army’ (v10). God raises an army out of 
the valley of dead bones.
We too must have confidence in God. It is easy to become 
discouraged. Without the Spirit nothing is achieved. Ah yes, but 
when the Holy Spirit is poured out multitudes are converted, a 
great army is formed and Christ goes forth conquering all His 
enemies: ‘Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations 
shall serve him’ (Ps.72:11). It is vital for us to remember 
that we are on the winning side. The best is yet to be. The 
followers of King Jesus will be as the sand by the seashore and 
as the stars of the sky for multitude. Keep on making known 
the gospel and looking for God to do what we can’t do but 
what He has promised. Oh for revival! Arise, Oh God!

In the last article we introduced the concept of Christian 
Education by looking at a variety of definitions that 
established the principal end of education as something 

moral and spiritual. Then we traced how this was the stated 
philosophy of education for schools, colleges and universities 
that were established by the Reformers and which grew out 

of the Puritan era. It is vital however that we understand that 
this concept of Christian Education is founded on Scripture. 
The men who held it believed in the Reformed Principle of Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture alone) and endeavoured to make the will 
of God revealed in the Bible to be their rule for the whole of 
life. So they asked the question, what does the Bible say about 

Christian Education
A Crisis of our Time, Part 2

Rev Gavin Beers

'Look out on Scotland in our day; it 
is like the valley of bones. Our towns 

and villages are full of people but 
as far as God is concerned they are spiritually dead – they are just like white 

bones, long dead and bleached in the sun.'
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education? This seems a very obvious thing to do, not at all 
profound, yet it is a question the church and Christian families 
have not asked for a long time in the UK. 
If however we allow ourselves to be controlled by the will of 
God in this area we will consider it to be a sacred duty laid 
on us by God to provide our children with an explicit and 
thorough Christian education. 

Christian Education – The Command
An Old Testament Requirement
In Deuteronomy 6:4-7 Moses spoke to Israel words that are 
very important to any study of the biblical view of education: 
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up’  
Here God revealed that responsibility for the education of 
children rested upon the parents and it was their obligation 
to provide their children with an education in the whole of life 
that was directly related to the Word of God. 
From these verses we see that:

The a) environment of that education was to be 
dominated by God’s Law. The Word of God was to 
permeate every sphere of the life of the Israelite – 
everywhere and always!
The b) content of that education was also to be 
expressly biblical – they were to be taught everything 
from a biblical standpoint so as to be trained to 
think about everything from a biblical perspective, 
in contrast to the unbiblical worldviews of the 
surrounding nations. 
This was to be the c) proof and consequence 
of their love to God with all their heart, soul and 
might. 

Other passages in the Old Testament establish the same thing 
eg Deut.11:18-25; Psalm 78 (particularly vv1-8).
The whole book of Proverbs is also a case in point. Consider 
the words: ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge’ 
(Prov.1:7), or ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding’. These 
verses are often pressed upon men in personal evangelistic 
application, but there is much more in these words than this. 
There is a biblical philosophy of education that grounds all 
true wisdom and knowledge exclusively in a biblical worldview 
and understanding of reality.
The Old Testament gives no room for an artificial sacred/
secular distinction when it comes to education. The whole life 
of the Hebrew, including his education, was to be founded on 
and governed by the Word of God.

A New Testament Requirement
The New Testament confirms the teaching of the Old and 
lays the same duty on the church today. Paul writes ‘And, ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord’ (Eph.6:4). It is 
evident from this command that parents are again addressed 
as being the ones responsible for the education of their 
children. Furthermore this education is again to be explicitly 
Christian. 
According to this we are to:

Bring them up – that is raise and guide them to a) 
maturity, from childhood to adulthood, all the 
while under direct parental care.
This upbringing however is specific. It is to be b) 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord – 
where the word translated ‘nurture’ is the very 
significant and informative Greek word paidea  

In ancient Greece ‘paidea’ described the entire process of 
educating humans into their ‘true form’, seeking the perfection 
of ‘the real and genuine human nature’. It involved the whole 
training and education of children in the development of mind 
and morals, and for this purpose it employed instruction, 
commands, admonitions, reproofs and punishments.
In Ephesians 6:4 this idea is taken from a Greek culture and 
rooted in a Biblical one. Paul is not concerned with ‘nurture’ 
alone; the command concerns the NURTURE OF THE LORD. 
In other words, the whole process of the instruction and 
discipline of the child is to be in the Lord. To paraphrase what 
he is saying correctly we could say, ‘Fathers, give your children 
a Christian Education in all things’. 
Charles Hodge comments on this verse: ‘It is the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord which is the appointed and the only 
effectual means of attaining the end of education. Where this 
means is neglected or any other substituted in its place, the 
result must be a disastrous failure. The moral and religious 
element of our nature is just as essential and universal as 
the intellectual. Religion therefore is as necessary to the 
development of the mind as knowledge. And as Christianity is 
the only true religion and God in Christ the only true God, the 
only possible means of profitable education is the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. That is, the whole process of instruction 
and discipline must be that which He prescribes and which He 
administers, so that His authority should be brought into constant 
and immediate contact with the mind, heart and conscience of 
the child... It is only by making God in Christ the teacher and 
ruler, on whose authority everything is to be believed and in 
obedience to whose will everything is to be done, that the 
ends of education can be attained’. 

Implication for today
From what we have established we are faced with a hard 
and unpopular conclusion. The implications of these texts 
of Scripture do not permit the sending of our children to 
an unbelieving institution for 30-35 hours per week to be 
instructed in an unbelieving curriculum by unbelieving teachers 
through unbelieving textbooks, all of which either do not 
mention Christ as though He were irrelevant to their field of 
study or openly mock, undermine and oppose the teaching of 
the Word of God.
Parents do have the right to delegate the responsibility for 
educating their children to those who are better able to 
teach them in the different fields of study. That teacher will 
then act in loco parentis (in place of the parent). But that right 
of delegation only extends to those who in the place of the 
parent will facilitate and promote the bringing up of the child 
‘in the nurture and admonition of the Lord’. 
To do otherwise in Old Testament terms would be akin to 
Israel putting the education of their children into the hands 
of Philistines to be instructed in a pagan worldview, but we 
are commanded to give our children an explicitly Christian 
education in all things.
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The marvellous Revival of ’59 and the sixties was in no way 
different from former revivals of religion, except that it 
was much more stupendous’. So wrote Dr T T Matthews 

(missionary in Madagascar) in 1910 in an introduction to a 
jubilee collection of revival reminiscences printed by Aberdeen 
University Press. That Matthews was correct in his selection of 
the term ‘stupendous’ is borne out by all the evidence which 
has come down to us. It has been estimated by one noted more 
recent writer on revivals, Dr J Edwin Orr, that perhaps one 
person in ten of the total population of Scotland, then around 
3,000,000, may have been added to the Christian Church.

T T Matthews’ Account
T T Matthews’ own summary of the revival is worthy of being 
given at length: ‘It was the most stupendous movement that the 
country had seen since the days of the Covenanters. Scotland 
has been said to be ‘pre-eminently a land of revivals’; but it 
may be doubted if ever even Scotland had a revival of greater 
depth, or one that shook the country more from its centre to 
its circumference than the Revival of ’59 and the sixties did. For 
it was a very great deal more than a mere outward reform of 
conduct and manners. It was a marvellous visitation of the Spirit 
of God’.
A little later he goes on to say: ‘The years that followed the great 
Revival of ’59 and the sixties were the most fruitful in the annals 
of Christianity in this country of any since the Reformation. All 
the mission movements – home and foreign – philanthropic 
schemes, and measures for the alleviation of human suffering, 
have been mainly manned and maintained during the last fifty 
years by the converts of the Revival of ’59 and the sixties, and 
those who sympathized with it. There are men and women still 
living, many of them of birth, rank and intellectual ability – to 
say nothing of the host of home ministers, foreign missionaries, 
evangelists, and others – who were converted, or received a 
never-to-be-forgotten quickening and impetus to their spiritual 
life, during that time. Many of these gladly confess that they owe 
all they are, have been, or ever hope to be to that Revival’.

General Assembly Accounts
Contemporary ecclesiastical sources fully corroborate what 
Matthews observes. The 1860 General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland heard an Overture on Revivals of Religion from its 
Dundee Presbytery, following which: ‘It was moved, seconded 
and unanimously agreed that the General Assembly, taking 
into consideration the gratifying evidences manifested in many 
countries, and in various districts of our own land, of an 
increased anxiety about salvation and deepening interest in 
religious ordinances, followed in so many cases by fruits of 
holy living, desires to record its gratitude to Almighty God; 
and – while by no means committing itself to an approval of 
all that may have accompanied recent religious movements – 
agrees to recommend to all Ministers and Elders of this Church 
special watchfulness and prayer in regard to the progress of 
vital religion in their parishes – watchfulness, lest that which is 
holy should be abused, or that which is good discouraged – and 
prayer, that God may be pleased still farther to revive His own 
work in the midst of the years, and to grant unto His Church 
and the world a yet fuller outpouring of His Holy Spirit’.

Still more enthusiastically, the Free Church of Scotland Assembly, 
referred to by the Moderator Dr Robert Buchanan as the 
‘Revival Assembly’, agreed to ‘collect from the ministers and 
members of the Church authentic memorials of the present 
work of grace in the land, and, in particular, of such incidents 
connected with it as are more remarkably illustrative and 
confirmatory of the power of the word and of prayers, with 
the view of their being preserved as the most precious records 
in the history of this Church; and further, if judged expedient, 
of publishing such selections from them as may appear more 
especially fitted, by the Divine blessing, for general edification’.
In his closing address, Dr Buchanan rousingly declared that: ‘I 
think I may venture, without hesitation, to say that scarcely ever 
before have we had an Assembly whose time and attention was 
so largely occupied with the peculiar and paramount business 
of a Christian Church. Some of us are old enough to remember 
Assemblies of a very different kind – Assemblies in which the 
state of religion and the progress of the gospel were all but 
lost sight of and forgotten amidst long legal pleadings and 
wearisome disputations – in which points of form and matters 
relating to the Church’s merely temporal rights and interests 
as a civil establishment were elaborately handled as the grand 
questions of the day. How great and how blessed the contrast 
between the spirit of that cold and secular Moderatism and the 
warm Evangelical life that has characterised the proceedings and 
breathed through all the deliberations of the present Assembly.
‘In this Assembly, time absolutely failed for the recounting of 
the Lord’s wonderful doings in almost every part of the land. 
We had thought, many of us, that through the ordinary channels 
of public information the whole extent of the present religious 
awakening was already generally known. But how striking 
and how delightful was it to find that the half had not been 
told! In the course of that long and much refreshing day that 
was occupied with this blessed subject, as one brother after 
another rose to address the House, the fact became increasingly 
manifest, that in countless districts of which no public mention 
had ever previously been made at all, the Spirit from on high had 
been dropping as the rain and distilling as the dew to refresh 
God’s weary heritage, and to revive His work in the midst of 
the years. From East Lothian to the Outer Hebrides – from 
the shores of the Moray Firth to those of the Solway – and all 
through the great central mining and manufacturing districts of 
the kingdom, we heard of scenes which carried us back to the 
days of the Lord’s wonderful doings at Shotts, and Stewarton 
and Cambuslang. Unless we greatly deceive ourselves, no former 
revival of religion which our Church and country have witnessed 
has ever spread over so wide a field, or stirred more powerfully 
the hearts and minds of those among whom it appeared’.
The United Presbyterian Church also, the third largest 
denomination in Scotland, reported that within their 
congregations 129 new prayer meetings had been started in the 
previous year and over the past two years attendances at prayer 
meetings had doubled. 

Testimonies of Those Involved
We can further convey some idea of what was taking place in 
Scotland by looking at some testimonies of those who were 

Remembering the 1859 Revival in Scotland (Part I)
Rev Maurice Roberts
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involved in the revival there. The Rev John Milne of Perth wrote 
in 1860 that: ‘After nearly two years of prayer and waiting, the 
Lord has visited us in unexampled mercy. At the close of the 
meeting on the second night, the City Hall presented a scene 
never before witnessed on such a scale in Perth: it was like a 
battlefield, a harvest-field; hundreds were seeking the Lord, or 
rejoicing that they had found Him. Blessed be God for such a 
season’.
Milne was a close friend and associate of M‘Cheyne, the Bonars 
and W.C. Burns, and he had witnessed the great work of grace 
in Perth in the winter months of 1839 and 1840. Even so, he 
could not depict the later revival of 1859 and 1860 as anything 
less than an ‘unexampled mercy’ and ‘a scene never before 
witnessed on such a scale in Perth’.
Similarly, Dr James Buchanan, speaking to the Free Church 
of Scotland’s Report on Revival during the 1862 Assembly, 
described the effect of the revival in Dumfriesshire: ‘I have been 
privileged to witness the effects of the revival in the country 
district in which I reside in summer – a district contiguous 
to the sphere of Dr Wood’s labours. For the last seventeen 
years, during which I have had the summer at my own disposal, 
I have been in the habit of preaching regularly on the Lord’s 
Day evening, in the open air, in Dumfriesshire. During these 
seventeen years, I had no evidences of fruit resulting from my 
labours. I had no doubt that the seed sown was not thrown 
away, but I could not lay my hand on a single case of decided 
conversion. Last year, suddenly, and without any apparent 
human instrumentality to account for it, the whole district was 
visited with an outpouring of the Spirit of God. And now in 
my immediate neighbourhood I can point to many households 
where, for the first time, family worship has been established 
and is now regularly maintained. I was struck last summer 
with one circumstance that the rural police mentioned to me, 
namely, that during the whole year they had only two cases 
of petty theft. The whole morals of the district seemed to 
have undergone a complete change, and, as the rural police 
expressed it to me, their office was all but a sinecure’.
Many other lengthy testimonies might be produced from 
contemporary sources, but enough has been shown to establish 
the fact that the 1859-60 revival in Scotland was widespread 
and a mighty effusion of the Spirit of God – probably the 
greatest that Scotland had enjoyed since the glorious days of 
the seventeenth-century Covenanters.

Special Features
The 1859-60 Revival in Scotland was not only remarkable for 
its power and extent, however. It was also notable for certain 

distinct features and characteristics which marked it off from 
similar visitations of divine grace. This aspect of the revival 
was well described by W.J. Couper, writing in the year 1918: 
‘Hitherto it has been possible to associate the beginning of 
each revival with a distinct place, and even with a special person, 
while its development outwards from the place of origin could 
be traced with more or less minuteness. Ministers have been 
the chief agents in each successive awakening, and the ordinary 
means employed have been the usual exercises of public 
worship; the Revival of ’59 changed these things. No particular 
place in Scotland can be claimed as its starting point. Laymen 
for the first time took the most prominent share in the work...’. 
The surprise we feel at this need not lead us to doubt that it 
was a genuine work of God.
Considering the greatness of the Revival of 1859-60 in Scotland, 
it is nothing short of astonishing to the researcher today to 
realise how little it has been appreciated and how largely it has 
been forgotten. For one thing, there has never been written 
what might justly be termed a definitive history of the revival. 
Furthermore, one of the principal sources of information, the 
weekly magazine The Revival, edited by R.C. Morgan, is only 
available in full in the British Library and the Evangelical Library, 
both in London. No copies of this appear to exist in any of the 
main Scottish reference libraries for the crucial years 1859 and 
1860. Still more regrettably, few if any centenary celebrations 
appear to have been held in Scotland to commemorate 
the Lord’s work a century before, so that it might without 
exaggeration be called today yet another ‘forgotten’ revival.
The Revival may be said to have begun in the autumn of 1859 
and to have continued till the spring of 1861, when it gradually 
subsided. During the intervening twenty months the entire 
land was brought by the extraordinary power of God into a 
condition of unusual susceptibility to spiritual impressions. The 
first place to be aroused was Aberdeen, as early as November 
1858. Glasgow began to feel the stirrings of grace in July 1859, 
south-west Scotland by August of that year and remote parts 
of the country by November. Certain areas such as the Borders 
had a ‘second wave’ in 1861.
Among those who supported the revival were scholarly 
academics such as Principal David Brown of Aberdeen and 
Professor George Smeaton of Edinburgh. The saintly Bonar 
brothers also supported it. Persons from among the aristocracy, 
such as the Duchess of Gordon at Huntly lent their help. In a 
further article we will consider her contribution in more detail, 
along with that of the most outstanding of all the preachers 
during the revival – Brownlow North.

'The Revival of 1859 was a very 
great deal more than a mere 

outward reform of conduct and 
manners. It was a marvellous 

visitation of the Spirit of God’.
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The subject reduced me to the position of Jeremiah, ‘Ah 
Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak’ (Jer.1:6). I resolved 
to withdraw from giving the paper. Then in three weeks, 

I faced four funerals; one lady was my own age. These were 
people I knew and visited and cared for and loved; I conducted 
their funerals as one who mourned their passing – not as a 
professional cleric. What a blessing it is to me that Jesus wept 
at the tomb of Lazarus. 
At the same time, Madge Featherstone’s doctor told me to 
prepare for her funeral in May; she is still with us rejoicing in 
the Lord. My prayer is that God should not take her till her 
daughter, a spiritualist and her son a Jehovah’s Witness turn 
to the Christ of Scripture. The daughter is now attending 
our services. Then a dear man in his 60s was diagnosed with 
aggressive lung cancer. It seemed to me that God was shutting 
me up to this subject. 
For 15 years a significant part of my work has been to see dear 
saints from earth to heaven. What a privilege! They have done 
me more good than I have done them. My subject is counselling 
or rather, pastoring the dying and the bereaved.

The Failure of the NHS
On Thursday, 27 August 2009, the Patients Association of 
the UK published a report on 16 elderly patients. In the 
foreword, Claire Rayner says, ‘the Patients Association has 
been receiving calls on our Helpline from people wanting 
to talk about the dreadful, neglectful, demeaning, painful and 
sometimes downright cruel treatment their elderly relatives 
had experienced at the hands of NHS nurses’. A woman’s 
daughter complains, ‘I was shocked at the lack of dignity and 
compassion shown to her’.
Since compassion is of God, we should be shocked but not too 
surprised at the contents of the report. As Christian citizens, 
we are thankful to God for the good work done by the medical 
profession. But we need to be realistic about human nature. 
Our country has largely abandoned the Christian faith and 
its work-ethic. No longer do people do things ‘heartily, as to 
the Lord and not to men’; no longer are people restrained by 
the fear of God from whom nothing may be hid; no longer 
do people have a sense of accountability to God on the Day 
of Judgment; no longer do people operate with the royal law, 
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ’. The words of Jesus 
no longer resonate in society: ‘whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them’ (Mt.7:12). 
Without the Christian faith, there is little to sustain human 
kindness even in the medical profession, especially when it 
requires hard work and inconvenience, getting the hands dirty 
or considerable expenditure.

Caring Pastors and Elders
I am persuaded that a church community, led by a caring pastor 
and elders, is able to make a considerable difference to those 
who suffer affliction and may even influence the way the medical 
profession cares for people. If we visit the sick, if we show an 

interest in the elderly, if we keep an eye on those without a 
family to plead their cause, if we are prepared to ask questions 
and to complain at neglect, we may make a difference. On 
occasion I have accompanied them to the doctors; they come 
away saying, ‘Wasn’t he nice’ but have no idea what he said. I 
take notes and explain it all to them. 
We do not need a PhD in counselling to know that the dying 
and bereaved need what Dr John Ling calls ‘principled love’. We 
need a pastor’s heart; we need the love of Christ shed abroad 
in our hearts.
A local Reformed minister regards himself as a preacher and 
not a pastor. An elderly lady in his congregation told me, ‘he 
has not visited me since Mark (her husband) died seven years 
ago’. That is not walking in love. 

Pattern
At the end of his 3rd missionary journey, the Apostle Paul met 
with the Ephesian elders. He had earlier spent three years 
of pastoral ministry among them. In many places he lasted a 
couple of weeks in the synagogue before being thrown out of 
synagogue and city. But in Corinth he stayed 18 months and 
in Ephesus 3 years, so he was able to function as a pastor. He 
spoke of the character of his ministry: ‘Ye know … after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with many tears and temptations 
… how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have showed you and have taught you publicly and from house 
to house, testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ’ (Acts 20:18-21).
Brethren, let that be the pattern of your ministry. The love 
imperatives of Romans 12 reflect Paul’s pastoral involvement 
with the Ephesian congregation: ‘Let love be without 
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honour preferring one another … Rejoice with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them that weep’ (vv9, 10, 15) etc. He 
knew all about it; he had lived like that at Ephesus.
You are pastors before you are preachers; you preach to them 
and for them because you love them. After preaching you visit 
them and teach them in their homes, mindful of the words of 
the Lord Jesus, Matthew 25, ‘For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me… Verily I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me’. 

Job’ Friends
Job’s three friends loved him to the extent that they got 
alongside him and sat with him for a week in silence and then 
wrestled with him over the problem of suffering. They are a 
rebuke to those who stand aloof from the afflicted. They were 
sincere men, well motivated, constrained by love.

Pastoring the Dying and Bereaved (Part I)
Rev Arthur Bentley-Taylor

(Recently retired from Emmanuel Church, Workington)
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However Job’s three friends stand as a warning to all who 
offer counsel to those who walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death. They increased Job’s sufferings and added to 
his anguish of soul.
How often do Christian counsellors increase the anguish of 
the afflicted by wrong counsel? They do it from the best of 
motives, according to the wisdom they have; yet they may 
do more damage than good. For example a local minister in 
Workington teaches that given sufficient faith, Christians will 
be healed. That is cruel to my believing friend who attends that 
church; he has Parkinson’s disease. Mercifully, he is persuaded 
that his sickness is not due to secret sin nor to lack of 
faith but is the will of God, whose grace is sufficient in his 
increasing weakness.
Where did Job’s friends go wrong? In Job 42:7, God charged 
them: ‘My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two 
friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as 
my servant Job hath’ Note that; their knowledge of God was 
deficient. They applied the Deuteronomic principle of blessing 
for obedience and cursing for disobedience to Job. It is fair 
to raise the issue; it is to be raised by elders summoned to 
pray for the sick, James 5. But Job, who was ready to confess 
fault, did not know what he had done wrong. And his friends 
persisted in attributing his suffering to secret and unconfessed 
sin.
The reader knows that God Himself said of Job that he was 
perfect, blameless, upright, feared God and eschewed evil – 
ran a mile from evil. Would that such things could be said of 
us. In Job 2:3 God told Satan that Job was afflicted ‘without 
cause’; his friends claimed there was cause for his suffering in 
his sin. Job’s friends had a deficient understanding of the ways 
of God.
Let us take warning and learn of God that we may speak truth 
to the bereaved and the dying lest we do them more harm 
than good.
In a sense, Job’s faith and wisdom accentuated his problem. In 
one day he lost his oxen and donkeys to Sabean raiders; his 
camels to an unprovoked Chaldean enemy with many servants 
slain; his sheep in a fire-storm; his ten sons and daughters in a 

tornado. He acknowledged it was the hand of God, ‘The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord’ (Job 1:21). When he suffered in his body and his 
wife played the devil’s advocate and told him to curse God, he 
said, ‘Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil?’ (2:10). His comfort was in God, the ultimate 
cause of all that comes to pass.
But he was mystified as to why God was afflicting him. The 
reader is given a more nuanced insight into what was going 
on than was given to Job. The reader is informed of the secret 
will of God. Satan claims sovereignty over the earth – walking 
to and fro, up and down. But God points out that there is 
none like Job, a perfect, blameless and upright man, who fears 
God and eschews evil! Explain that! Satan puts his spin on the 
situation – Job obeys God for the reward (chap 1); Job loves 
life more than he loves God, In chapter 2 Satan predicts that 
if God touch Job, he will curse Him to His face. And then 
God authorized Satan to afflict Job (1:12 & 2:6), but limits the 
damage he may do. In the event, Job did not sin with his mouth; 
his afflictions demonstrated the genuineness of his faith. 
What a comfort to know that there are not two forces – good 
and evil – pitted against each other! God is sovereign; Satan 
operates only under His sovereignty; with His permission and 
under God-ordained limits.
However there is no comfort in the knowledge that Satan 
has a part in our suffering. Our comfort is in God whose 
purposes are good. Yet in the day of trouble it helps to know 
that the trial of faith, the constraint to do evil, the temptation 
to curse God, is not of God but is of Satan, for God tempts 
no one, James 1:13. We need to understand that suffering is a 
trial of faith that has the capacity to destroy us. Yet as Joseph 
told his brothers, ‘ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 
unto good’ (Gen.50:20). Even Satan acknowledged that God is 
the ultimate cause of all that comes to pass, Job 1:11 and 2:5. 
Therefore our comfort is in God; though we do well to know 
Satan’s evil purpose in our afflictions in order that we may put 
on the whole armour of God.

To be Continued

'You are pastors 
before you are 

preachers; 
you preach to them 

and for them because 
you love them.'
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News

Despite the inclement weather a 
large crowd of friends gathered 

on Friday 20th August 2010 for the 
Induction of Rev Murdo Angus MacLeod 
to the pastoral charge at Snizort.
The Moderator of Presbytery, Rev 
Andrew Allan (Aultbea) conducted 
worship, preaching an excellent sermon 
from Romans 1:16. He explained why 
some are ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, and then gave us five reasons 
why we should not be ashamed of the 
Gospel: 1. It’s Good News; 2. It’s the 

Gospel of Christ; 3. It’s a powerful 
Gospel; 4  It’s a Saving Gospel;  5. It’s the 
Gospel for all.
After the narrative of events was read, 
the Moderator put the customary 
questions to Mr MacLeod, and he, having 
answered them satisfactorily and signed 
the Formula, was inducted into the 
charge and welcomed by the members 
of Presbytery with associated ministers.
Rev John Keddie (Bracadale) addressed 
the new minister from 1 and 2 Timothy. 
He was reminded that a minister should 

be Thankful, Prayerful, a Preacher and 
one who makes War in the good fight of 
Faith (1Tim.6:12).
Rev Ronald MacKenzie (Glenelg rtd) 
exhorted the congregation from 1 
Thessalonians 5:12 that they should 
Know and Love their Minister, and be at 
Peace among themselves.
After the service the congregation 
gathered to the Community Centre in 
Portree where the ladies of Snizort had 
set a sumptuous repast of good things 
to eat.
Messages of greetings were read and 
welcoming presentations made to 
the minister by Mr John Bain, to Mrs 
MacLeod by Mrs Wilma MacDonald, to 
Rebekah by Kayleigh, to Sarah by Sacha, 
to Jonathan by Angus and to Andrew by 
Andrew Martin. Mr MacLeod thanked 
the congregation on behalf of his family. 
He called on Roddy MacKay to make a 
presentation to the Interim-moderator, 
who thanked the congregation for their 
kindness to him, and their patience with 
him, during the vacancy.
Mr MacLeod then called upon some 
friends to speak. Rev James Gracie 
spoke on the spiritual heritage of 
Snizort, Rev John Angus Gillies spoke 
of some of the Christian folk that he 
had known in Snizort and Skye, and Mr 
Donald Robertson conveyed further 
good wishes.
The evening was brought to a close with 
worship. Mr Murray MacKay (Partick) 
led the singing of Psalm 46 in English, 
the minister read from Isaiah 12, and Mr 
Donald Macleod (Portree) led the singing 
of Psalm 122:6-9 in Gaelic. The minister 
then pronounced the Benediction.
We pray that the new ministry begun in 
Snizort will be a long and fruitful one to 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Induction at Snizort 
Rev Richard Ross

Left: Murdo Angus & Isobel Ann Macleod, 
with Rebekah, Sarah, Jonathan & Andrew
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Gavino Fioretti

It was with great sadness that we heard 
that the Rev Gavino Fioretti tendered 

his resignation from the FCC ministry at 
a meeting of Presbytery on Thursday 19th 
August. He preached his last sermon in 
the congregation the following Sabbath 
and, greatly loved as he is, many tears 
were shed. Gavino, who comes originally 
from Sardinia, began studying at our 
Seminary in 2004. Already Calvinistic in 
his views he came to appreciate purity 
of worship and eventually applied to 
be accepted as a candidate for our 
ministry. Following the completion of his 
studies, he was ordained and inducted 
to the congregation of Duthil Dores in 
2008. There he saw some considerable 
growth in the local congregation as new 
people joined. 
The Presbytery records in their minutes 
his reasons for resignation. He was 
asked:
'What is or are your reasons for your 
proposed resignation? Mr Fioretti stated 
that the primary reason was tensions 
resulting from a difference of view regarding 
the course that our denomination has been 
pursuing on issues related to property 
settlements and what he could reconcile 
with his own conscience'. 

Remembering the Reformation 
Rev Andrew Allan

Recently the Free (Continuing) 
Presbytery of Skye and Lochcarron 

organised a special service in Portree Free 
Church to mark the 450th Anniversary 
of the Reformation in Scotland. At the 
meeting the Rev John J Murray spoke 
on ‘The Influence of John Knox on the 
Reformation in Scotland’. 
In his address, Mr Murray spoke on 
Knox the man, the issues he brought 
to the fore 450 years ago and the 
challenges we face today in the light of 
the Reformation. He said John Knox 
was God’s man for the hour, highlighting 
that the hand of God was upon his life, 
preparing and preserving him for the 
great task to which God had called him. 
Knox was a man of God and a man of 
prayer. It is said that Mary Queen of 
Scots feared Knox’s prayers more than 
the whole English army. But nevertheless 

Knox was a man with a pastor’s heart 
and many of his letters reveal his love, 
care and concern for Christ’s sheep.
Knox was a reluctant yet powerful 
preacher of the Gospel, who described 
his calling as ‘Blowing the Master’s 
Trumpet’. He was also a Reformer and 
he stood up against the errors of the 
Roman Church, realising that Romanism 
is contrary to the true Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He knew he was in 
a battle, for he said, ‘the battle shall be 
great for Satan rageth to the uttermost’. 
The Medieval Church did not like the 
teachings of the Reformers because their 
teachings took from Rome the influence 
it had over the people; therefore the 
early Reformers had to be silenced. 
The issues faced by Knox were, firstly, 
the correct way of approaching God 
– how can a sinner be made right in 
the sight of a holy God? Luther found 
the light while reading Romans 1:17 

Desk

Rev John J Murray at Portree Free Church
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and Knox and the Reformers fully subscribed to the recently 
re-discovered doctrine of justification by faith. The second 
issue was the worship of God. The Roman Church had 
departed from the simplicity of Biblical worship and Knox 
sought to bring the Reformation church’s worship into line 
with the Biblical pattern.
When speaking of the issues faced by the church in Scotland 
today in the light of the Reformation, Mr Murray highlighted 
the deplorable state of the Protestant church. We have lapsed 
into error and compromise and lost our spiritual power and 
direction, while the Roman Catholic Church is growing in 
power and influence. Mr Murray had been informed that if 
the Pope’s proposed visit to Scotland goes ahead the M77 
motorway in Glasgow is likely to be closed and used to park 
coaches and cars for pilgrims attending the Papal Mass at 
Bellahouston Park. 
He drew his lecture to a close by saying we must get back to 
the true worship of God which comes from beholding the 
Lord in His majesty and glory. We need a new Reformation 
with a rediscovery of the glorious truths of the Gospel.
An audio CD of the lecture is available from the Rev Richard 
Ross, Portree.

Death of Rev D MacLean

The Rev Donald MacLean, formerly Free Presbyterian 
minister of Glasgow, died in Inverness on 13th August, 2010 

after a brief illness. He was 95 and had been for many years the 
leading minister of that denomination. He had a commanding 
presence and personality and was a great preacher.
Born and bred in Glasgow, he first trained for accountancy. He 
was an officer in the Navy in the Second World War after which 
he studied for the ministry. Converted under the preaching of 
the Rev Roderick Mackenzie at the age of nineteen, he became 
a communicant member in 1937. Mr MacLean was ordained to 
his first charge of Portree in 1948. In 1960, he was inducted to 
St Jude’s Glasgow, where he conducted an influential ministry 
for 40 years. He was for some years editor of the Young 
People’s Magazine and from 1958 to 1986 was the Church’s 
theology tutor. He was also involved in the foundation of the 
Blythswood Tract Society in 1966. In 1977 he became Clerk of 

Synod and took a strong and uncompromising line in the lead 
up to the 1989 Church split when a large group of ministers, 
elders and members separated to form the Associated 
Presbyterian Churches over the suspension of Lord Mackay 
and other matters. Retiring in 2000 he continued active in the 
ministry till near the end of his long life.
Oh that the Lord would raise up others in the place of those whom 
he is taking home!

No Cut in Funding Homosexual Arts Festival
Christian Institute

Glasgow City Council is set to shower thousands of pounds 
of taxpayers’ money on a controversial homosexual 

arts festival despite facing large budget cuts, according to 
the Scottish Daily Mail. The Council is facing cuts of nearly 
£200 million, and has begun a cost-cutting exercise which is 
expected to see 2,800 workers leave their jobs over the next 
year. But the Council is still planning to spend £25,000 on 
the highly contentious Glasgay! festival, a decision which has 
been branded as ‘absurd’ by critics. ‘Glasgay!’ caused a storm 
of controversy last year after it featured a play, entitled Jesus, 
Queen of Heaven, which depicted Jesus Christ as a transsexual 
woman. 
This portrayal of Jesus rightly offended the deeply held beliefs of 
many Christian taxpayers.

Bibles sent to Judges
Christian Institute

Thousands of Bibles are being sent to Scottish law courts 
and judges as part of a campaign urging them to reflect 

on the Christian virtues of justice and mercy. The initiative 
has been launched by the Scottish Bible Society (SBS) and it is 
backed by one of Scotland’s most respected legal figures, Lord 
Mackay of Clashfern. Lord Mackay, a former Lord Chancellor 
and Lord Advocate of Scotland, wants to highlight the Bible 
as the ‘foundational source book for Scotland’s legal system’. 
The SBS, of whom Lord Mackay is the honorary president, is 
also sending an introductory pamphlet to every court in the 
land. The pamphlet, entitled The Bible in Scots Law: A Guide for 
Legal Practitioners, features an introduction by Lord Mackay. The 
83-year-old says: ‘I believe the teaching of the Bible is vitally 
important for guidance in daily living for all of us. The words 
and phrases of the 1611 King James Version have permeated 
modern English, and this makes it a valuable book of reference, 
but the modern version is especially useful in dealing with our 
day-to-day challenges. If we use it in this way, we will soon 
learn that what it says about human beings is as true today 
as it was when it was originally written all these years ago’. 
He added: ‘The Bible is a unique resource as the foundational 
source book for Scotland’s legal system. The SBS is pleased to 
have the opportunity to donate a Bible to courts, so that it is 
readily available for reference in any case which may arise’. The 
pamphlet also reminds the courts of the Queen’s acceptance 
of the Bible as the ‘Royal Law’ during her coronation, and 
argues that legal professionals should be bound by this.

Commemoration of the King James Version 
Christian Institute

Last month it was revealed that the Royal Mail is planning 
to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the King James 

Version of the Bible with a series of special stamps. The 
commemorative stamps, which are due to be produced next 
year, were prompted by numerous requests from members 

Rev Donald MacLean on Raasay, 1992 (J. MacLeod)
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of the general public. The move was 
welcomed by Mervyn Storey, Member 
of the Northern Ireland Assembly for 
North Antrim, who was one of those 
who petitioned. Mr Storey said: ‘The 
Authorised or King James Version 
of the Bible is the most influential 
piece of literature in the English 
Language. However the King James 
Version didn’t just influence our 
literature and language. It also had a 
beneficial influence upon political and 
constitutional affairs’.

Pastor killed by Gunman 
Barnabas

A dynamic Christian pastor has died after being shot in the 
head as he was leaving church, in what is being seen as a 

bid to intimidate converts from Islam in the strongly Islamic 
republic of Dagestan (borders Chechnya in the turbulent 
North Caucasus). Artur Suleimanov (49), himself a convert 
from Islam, was murdered by a gunman who approached and 
opened fire as the pastor got into a car outside Hosanna 
House of Prayer in the capital, Makhachkala, on Thursday 15 
July. He died from his wounds in hospital around an hour later. 
Nobody else was injured in the attack. Pastor Suleimanov 
leaves behind a wife, Zina, and five children, the youngest of 
whom is twelve years old. Mr Suleimanov’s church is one of 
the largest Protestant churches in Dagestan. In a context 
where Christians face regular harassment and intimidation, his 
life had been threatened on several previous occasions. 
Barnabas Fund has supported Christians in Dagestan, and 
their co-ordinator for the former Soviet Union met Pastor 
Suleimanov a number of times. He said, ‘Pastor Suleimanov 
was a wonderful Christian brother and his shocking death is a 
devastating loss for the Dagestan church. He and the Hosanna 
House of Prayer church were very active in ministry and 
outreach in particular. We see his murder as an attempt to put 
further pressure on Christian converts in Dagestan’.
Please pray that God will comfort and uphold Pastor 
Suleimanov’s family and their large church family in their 
distress and grief; that the murderer and all those behind this 
horrendous incident will be brought to justice, and that they 
will come to faith in the Lord Jesus, and that Christians will 
not be intimidated by this act of violence.

Christian Brothers Killed 
Barnabas

Two young Christian men accused of blasphemy were shot 
dead by masked attackers as they left court in Faisalabad, 

Pakistan. Brothers Rashid Emmanuel, a pastor, and Sajid 
Emmanuel, a graduate student, were killed at 2pm on 19th July 
as police were transporting them to jail. A police inspector 
who was escorting the brothers, who were both in their 20s, 
was injured. The gunmen fled the scene. Local Christians took 
to the streets in protest over the incident, prompting calls 
from mosques for Muslims to come out to ‘fight rampaging’ 
Christians. Shops were looted, and vehicles and homes were 
vandalised in the Emmanuel brothers’ native Daud Nagar, with 
at least ten people reported injured. 
A Barnabas Fund partner in Faisalabad said: ‘The Christian 

community is devastated by the shocking daylight murder of 
these two young Christian brothers. People are now living 
in fear about what further attacks believers may face in this 
latest wave of anti-Christian violence. There is no respect for 
the court and we feel powerless to defend ourselves. The 
Emmanuel brothers were dearly loved and respected for their 
faithful work for the Lord in Faisalabad’. It was the brothers’ 
first court appearance after being detained earlier in the 
month on blasphemy charges. They were accused of producing 
a handwritten pamphlet defiling Muhammad but the court 
heard from police that there was no evidence to support 
the charge. A report from a handwriting expert found that 
the writing on the pamphlet did not match that of either of 
the accused. A mob of thousands of Muslim protestors in the 
majority-Christian Faisalabad area where the brothers lived 
had demanded the death sentence for them on 10th and 11th 
July, forcing many families to flee for their safety. Rumours had 
spread on 18th July that the brothers would be found innocent 
and released.

The Scottish Reformation 
Conference

Saturday 23rd October

Knightswood Free Church
361 Fulton Street,

Glasgow

11:00 
'The Scottish Reformation - a Work of God' 

Rev John Morrison

13:30
'The Scottish Reformation - its Relevance today.' 

Rev. David Silversides

There will be a break between the two lectures for lunch. 
Those attending should bring their own lunch. 

Tea and coffee will be provided on the premises.

Mervyn Storey MLA
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Books
The Converting Word

The Testimonies of 
Malcolm Macleod & Duncan Macleod

Produced by William Murray, bklt, 20pp, 
(obtainable from Andrew Murray, 

35 Crathes Gardens, Livingston, EH54 9EN)

The testimonies of these two Lewismen, a 
father and son, are told by the son Duncan. 

His father and a friend William Macleod from 
Achmore were working together in an isolated 
ranch in Argentina. It is fascinating to read of 
how they both came under conviction of sin 
at the same time. They were short of reading 
materials and Malcolm remembered he had a 
Bible and book of sermons which his mother 
had packed in his case. He took the Bible and 
gave the book of sermons to his friend. Before 
long they were in deep distress over their sins. 
His father, suffering from severe headaches 
due to sleep deprivation, went to the nearest 
city but there his Mexican driver handed him 
in to the authorities claiming he was mad. 
In those days in the Argentine people with 
mental illness were taken to the gas chambers 
and put to death. Amazingly he survived the 
gas chambers and found peace with God.
Duncan’s testimony is also fascinating 
and especially the way he was used in the 
conversion of an Indian seaman, Suri, who in 
turn was used in the conversion of four of his 
fellow-countrymen. These accounts are heart-
warming in their display of sovereign grace.

William Macleod

Thandabantu
The Man who Loved the People

J Cameron Fraser
Guardian Books, pbk, 70pp, £4.50

Available in the UK at 
www. peterreynoldsbooks.com

J. Cameron Fraser writes about his father 
James Fraser who was a missionary of the 

Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland to the 
people of Zimbabwe, or as it was then known, 
Rhodesia. His nickname, Thandabantu, was 
given to him by the Africans among whom he 
lived and worked, and means ‘the man who 
loves the people’. His son speaks of him as 

a man of great faith, ambition, and zeal for 
spreading the Christian gospel. 
The author, Cameron Fraser, was born in 
Zimbabwe in 1954 and his father died in 1959. 
He knew his father for only these few short 
years but yet remembers him well. Cameron, 
a fellow student with myself at Westminster 
Theological Seminary in 1975-76, is now the 
pastor of First Christian Reformed Church in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. He was diagnosed 
with cancer in 2007, and received treatments, 
including a stem cell transplant, over a period 
of two years. During his time off work, he 
wrote a series of articles about his father, 
and later decided to compile them into book 
form, mainly as a legacy for his two sons in 
the event he did not survive the cancer. The 
substance of the book appeared in three 
instalments in the Banner of Truth Magazine 
March to May 2009.
Thandabantu is a personal account of the 
life and work of a dearly loved father and 
missionary teacher, written from the point of 
view of a son who has great admiration and 
respect for his father, even 50 years after his 
passing. However, this book is of interest to 
all who have a love for Africa and its people. 
It is a wonderful tale of how the practical 
ways of serving people can be a most 
powerful witness to God’s love and a means 
of transforming lives. 
Cameron’s father died of a mysterious illness 
a few months after being bitten by a monkey 
(possibly AIDS). The family returned to 
Scotland but just three years later, in 1961, 
the mother died. Following her death, among 
her papers was found a note which began 
with the statement, ‘I don’t feel well’. What 
follows from the pen of this mother of three 
already fatherless children is truly moving:
‘If I am suddenly taken away don’t let anyone 
mourn. Above all do not wear black. To my 
children I say, “Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate”. None who seek the Lord are ever 
denied Him. You are my only concern. Not 
your eternal welfare; that I have committed 
to the Lord – so too your welfare here– so 
why am I concerned? I am not concerned; I 
just feel sorry that I am leaving you because I 
know you will miss me, for a time at any rate. 
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Think of me as forever with the Lord and to a lesser extent 
with Daddy. You too will come to this glorious place. Seek in the 
meantime to do all things for God’s glory and do well anything 
that you have to do’. Cameron adds: ‘My mother’s confidence in 
our eternal welfare has been a source of comfort through the 
years’.
Highly recommended.

William Macleod

Unity & Diversity
The Founders of the Free Church of Scotland

Sandy Finlayson
Christian Focus, pbk, 310pp, £8.99

This is an excellent and well-written book which comprises 
an excursion into 19th Century Scottish church history. The 

sub-title of the work provides the perspective: The Founders of 
the Free Church of Scotland. The Free Church of Scotland arose 
as a result of a ‘Disruption’ from the Church of Scotland in 
1843. Sandy Finlayson has provided in this volume pen-pictures 
of ten of the major figures in the early Free Church of the 19th 
Century. Several of these are known today through works still 
in print. Sympathetic, though not uncritical, informative sketches 
are provided of Thomas Chalmers, Robert Candlish, William 
Cunningham, Hugh Miller, Thomas Guthrie, James Begg, Andrew 
Bonar, John Duncan, Alexander Duff and John Kennedy. This 
constitutes a good selection of influential Free Church men of 
the post-Disruption period. They were selected for the variety 
of abilities and interests which they reflected, thus the title to 
the book. This constitutes a good introduction to some of the 
leading figures of that time, men of theological and spiritual 
power in the days before the higher and historical criticism 
largely ruined what had been one of the most orthodox 
churches and periods of Scottish church history.
It has to be said that the sub-title – The Founders of the Free 
Church of Scotland – is something of a misnomer. Perhaps a 
more appropriate title would be something like: ‘Some leading 
figures in the early days of the Free Church of Scotland’. Some 
unfortunate oversights in proof-reading are detectable, such as 
‘Settting’ (p13) (Setting), ‘Dunfries’ (p161) (Dumfries), ‘Libberton’ 
(p164, twice) (Liberton), ‘Buchannan’ (p253) (Buchanan). This 
reviewer wondered about the accuracy of one statement in 
connection with what Hugh Miller might have thought: ‘he 
would have had no time for modern creationism’s attempts to 
rewrite the scientific record and their treatment of Genesis as 
a scientific work’ (p119). This seems unduly conjectural both 
in connection with Hugh Miller and ‘creationists’. The volume 
might have been enhanced by the addition of a listing of works 
of the early Free Church men which are still in print today.
These are small points and do not detract from a well-
written and informative piece of work which will serve well 
to keep alive interest in a period of unusual spiritual power, 
theological orthodoxy and missionary zeal. These men, being 
dead, yet speak, and we are indebted to Sandy Finlayson for this 
fascinating volume.

John W Keddie

Simplicity in Preaching 
JC Ryle

Banner of Truth Trust , bklt, 22pp, £1.50

The substance of this excellent booklet was given as an 
address by Bishop Ryle to fellow ministers in St Paul’s 

Cathedral and subsequently included as a chapter in his book 
The Upper Room. The material will be of particular interest to 

ministers and students for the ministry but elders who from 
time to time have responsibility for taking services will also 
doubtless benefit from the wise advice given by Bishop Ryle who 
had by this time himself been preaching for some 45 years.
He states that for sermons to be useful to souls they must be 
understood. He acknowledges that this is not easily achieved 
and gives advice under five general headings in order to 
facilitate simplicity in preaching. Firstly the preacher must have 
an understanding of the text and convey it clearly to the hearer; 
this includes advice about not taking from verses a meaning 
that is not there and the pros and cons of using divisions in 
sermons. He advises the use of simple (but not childish) words 
and also short sentences which will keep the attention of the 
hearer. Fourthly he appeals for directness in preaching and finally 
stresses the appropriate use of illustrations in preaching.
I would highly recommend this short booklet to those who are 
charged with the solemn task of preaching but also to those 
who have the great privilege of hearing God’s Word proclaimed. 
Finally we would agree with Ryle that however simple preaching 
may be it will be to no avail unless accompanied by an outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit and may we earnestly desire this in our day.

Dr Andrew Naylor

God’s Technology
Rev David Murray

DVD, Head, Heart and Hands, 
High Definition Download $5.99

This film produced by the Rev David Murray aims to help 
us in ‘Training our children in God’s Technology to the 

Glory of God’. The older generation find the rapid advance in 
technology very confusing. There is a temptation with some 
simply to embrace it all as part of modern life. Others opt out 
altogether and regard it all as evil. Yet this modern technology 
can be a great tool for doing good if approached with biblical 
discernment. Fundamental principles are laid down, such as that 
all technology is created by God and therefore is not essentially 
evil, and yet because of the depravity of man the best of tools 
can be and are used for evil.
It is the duty of Christians to educate themselves so that they 
are aware of what is going on in the world of technology. A 
seven step programme is set out for doing this. A very helpful 
website is suggested for providing information for parents – 
getnetwise.org.
The importance of setting up fences is stressed. It is essential to 
know what our children are doing and viewing. Suggestions are 
given as to how to monitor and train children in the wise use 
of technology. The computer’s history of the sites visited should 
be checked from time to time – of course it being understood 
as a basic rule that the history must not be erased.
The final section deals with social networking and particularly 
Facebook. It is amazing how this has developed in the last few 
years and links up millions across the world. Children can waste 
a huge amount of time on such sites. Time limits should be set. 
Also inappropriate pictures and information can be circulated. 
All screens should be in public places in the home. Children 
should be warned about those with whom they make friends 
and the danger of divulging private information. Parents should 
be their children’s friends on Facebook, so that they can see all 
that is going on.
This film is highly recommended. Find out more at the website 
www.headhearthand.org.

William Macleod
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Speaking generally, we must concede that the above title 
is warranted. Our readers no doubt have much to be 
thankful for in their congregations – but probably also 

some causes for concern. It is a constant battle for God’s 
people to press forward to heaven, walk the narrow path of 
holiness, and avoid the injurious influences of the world. 
Given the limited time at the means of grace compared with 
exposure to the world, it is a marvel that Christians do so well. 
When we think of our time at the private means (quiet time), 
and public means (services) compared with all those hours at 
work and at leisure-time activities – then add in our corrupt 
hearts, and a tireless devil – it is a miracle we do so well! 
It is proof of the supernaturalness of Christianity that ‘The 
righteous ... holds on his way, and he that hath clean hands [is] 
stronger and stronger’ (Job 17:9).
However, the world is too much with us all. In the 19th century, 
Rabbi Duncan said, ‘Conformity to the world is one of the most 
besetting sins of the professing church at the present day’. In the 
20th century (1982) Howard Snyder wrote, ‘Worldliness is the 
greatest threat to the Church today. In other ages, the Church 
has suffered from dead orthodoxy, live heresy, flight from the 
world, and other maladies. But the painful truth today is that 
the Church is guilty of massive accommodation to the world’. 
And in our 21st century, Joel Beeke has said, ‘Worldliness is 
destroying the church of Jesus Christ. Christians and churches 
that fall prey to it lose their saltiness. The time is thus right 
for us to biblically expose and condemn worldliness, and to 
promote the alternatives of genuine piety and holiness’. The 
problem of worldliness is prevalent and pressing.

Definition
At this point, we need a definition of worldliness. It is not easy 
to describe. If this were fifty years ago, everybody would know 
what it is. There was an accepted ‘list,’ which acted as a ready-
reckoner of what was acceptable and what was not. It tended 
to define unworldliness in terms of no smoking, no alcohol, 
women not wearing make-up and jewellery, no cinema-going, 
no listening to popular music, no going out with girls until you 
meet the one you will marry, not owning expensive things, 
etc. Mostly it was what Christians should not do: negatives to 
live by. It was rather lop-sided, though well-meant. It did not, 
however, fully reflect Scripture’s teaching and wisdom on the 
matter.
We have left that behind now. No ‘list’ of taboos exists to 
guide us any more. Instead, it has been replaced by a supposed 
Christian liberty which indulges many things our Christian 
forebears frowned upon. It even claims that if questionable 
things are done to the glory of God they can be justified. The 
trouble is, the glory of God is subjectively-defined. For instance, 
a missionary leader ran on the Lord’s Day in the London 
Marathon to raise funds – listening to an MP3 player with 

hymns, so that he ran ‘to the glory of God’! If the ‘list’ tended 
to legalism, the new liberty tends to antinomianism. 
Someone has defined worldliness as ‘being attached to, 
engrossed in, or preoccupied with the things of this temporal 
life … worldliness means accepting the values, mores, and 
practices of the nice, but unbelieving, society around us 
without discerning whether or not those values, mores, and 
practices are biblical’.
Here is a suggested definition of our own: Worldliness is 
whenever our thinking, attitudes, motives, desires, speech, 
relationships, bearing and conduct become less scrupulously 
Scriptural – and more redolent of ungodly and unrighteous 
people in the world. It is, in the words of Romans 12:2, being 
‘conformed to this world’ instead of being ‘transformed by 
the renewing of your mind’ to ‘prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God’. When we are converted, 
we receive ‘a new heart ... and a new spirit’ (Ezek.36:26). 
This creates not only a new relationship with God but a new 
relationship to the world also (Gal.1:4). It puts us out of love 
with it, moves us away from it – so that we feel ill at ease, and 
most comfortable when among the people of God or doing 
specifically Christian things. However, remaining sin can so 
easily draw us into friendship with the world, which is enmity 
with God (Jas.4:4). Bunyan said, ‘Things present and our fleshly 
appetite are such near neighbours together’. 
Let’s put it positively. What is it to be the opposite of worldly? 
Again, our own definition: A truly Christian mind-set and lifestyle 
– formed by Scripture, expressed in moderation, worked out in 
the tender fear of God, sweetened by communion with Jesus, 
quickened by the Holy Spirit, and restored when necessary 
by chastening. Throughout the Bible, it is the Lord’s people 
maintaining their difference from the world. It doesn’t mean 
separation from it in the sense of retreating from it, for our 
Lord has said, ‘I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil’ 
(Jn.17:15). However, blur that difference, and it is worldliness to 
varying degrees. Let us identify some symptoms, highlight some 
causes, and suggest some remedies.

1  Identify some symptoms
The Christian is called out of the world. Behaviour should 
reflect the will of God and not the spirit of the age in which 
we live. The church must be in the world, not the world in the 
church – ‘how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house 
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth’ (1Tim.3:15). 

Priorities
Our Lord says, ‘but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you’ 
(Mt.6:33). This is not only the antidote to worldly care, but to 
worldliness itself. However, is this priority always ours? 

The World in the Church 
(Part I)

Rev John P Thackway



OCTOBER 2010 ISSUE 17

Regarding the Lord’s Day. This is when heaven is opened and 
the world can be shut out from us. It throws our unworldliness 
into full relief when we ‘remember the Sabbath day’ and ‘call 
the Sabbath a delight’ (Ex.20:8; Is.58:13). However, how many 
overlook preparation for the day the previous evening, and 
are yawning on Sabbath morning through staying up too 
late the night before. Some skip attendance at services and 
meetings for no valid reason (Heb.10:25). And what about our 
thoughtless, carnal, impression-dampening conversation after 
the service? 
Then, what about the private hours of the Sabbath: is it still 
for us God’s day – ‘and shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine 
own words’ (Is.58:13)? Our unspiritual hearts can reveal 
themselves like those who said: ‘When will the new moon 
be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may 
set forth wheat?’ (Amos 8:5), and ‘Ye said also, Behold, what a 
weariness is it!’ (Mal.1:13). 
Another priority is our stewardship. Dr Lloyd-Jones once said, 
‘The more spiritual you are, the more simple will your life be’. 
That is so very true, and so very searching. Are our hearts and 
lives cluttered with too many ‘things,’ because we fail to see 
that everything is entrusted to us and must be accounted for 
when the Master returns?  
And self-denying service. Paul had to say that he could only 
ask Timothy to go to Philippi for him, ‘For all seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s’ (Phil.2:21). How many 
selfish believers there are, who do little for the kingdom of 
God because their priorities in life are not right! How much 
more might be accomplished if they were! The phrase, ‘the 
faithful few’ is a terrible indictment of the worldly apathy of 
so many ‘at ease in Zion’ (Amos 6:1) today. 

Important decisions also involve priorities. When they are 
right, a choice concerning, say, job relocation will make the 
whereabouts of a good church come before a dream house. 
Holiday destinations, too, will revolve around where we can 
reach ‘the house of my master’s brethren’ (Gen.24:27). And 
where we might retire to, if spared, will mean our spiritual 
home comes before any other consideration. Like Abraham, 
we will seek to pitch our tent where His altar is. 

Attitudes
Our lives can be free from scandalous sins, and yet conceal 
heart-sins like pride, jealousy, an unforgiving spirit, a ‘root of 
bitterness’ (Heb.12:15b), enmity and rivalry – and a thousand 
inward wickednesses our conscience has made peace with 
long ago. 
What a many-sidedly sinful attitude lies behind backbiting 
– running a person down to others when he or she is not 
present! Scripture condemns ‘a backbiting tongue’ (Prov.25:23), 
yet how readily we indulge it. Pride, spite, fear and a host of 
other sins lie behind such evil speaking. It is true that in certain 
cases it is right to speak about someone who is not present, 
but three questions should condition this: Is it necessary? Is it 
kind? Is it true? 
A holier-than-thou attitude can also be worldliness in an ironic 
form. As can the spiritual snobbery of Christians who fancy 
they are more faithful and diligent than others. Also, self-
importance, having hidden agendas, lack of honesty, despising 
divine chastening (Heb.12:5) all exude the world’s spirit and 
attitude more than we know. 

Conduct
The way we dress and our personal bearing reveal how 
much God’s Word governs us – or how much the world 
holds sway. Female attire is not a neutral matter: ‘that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness’ 

'The way we dress and our personal 
bearing reveal how much God’s 

Word governs us – or how much the 
world holds sway. 

Female attire is not a neutral 
matter: ‘that women adorn 

themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness’ (1Tim.2:9).'
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Remittances - August 2010
    2010 2010 2009
    Aug Total  To Aug
   
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen   900 8,279 7,132
Duthil-Dores   1,580 14,226 16,046
Inverness   2,000 20,000 18,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass  1,400 12,744 11,256
Total Inverness  5,880 55,249 52,433
   
Northern Presbytery   
Assynt & Scourie   0 563 2,325
Brora    1,000 14,192 10,553
Kiltearn    1,800 14,400 14,400
Tarbat    1,000 6,323 7,222
Total Northern  3,800 35,477 34,500
   
Southern Presbytery   
Arran    279 4,949 4,643
Ayr    0 1,548 613
Dumfries   0 0 0
Edinburgh   4,300 20,871 23,079
Glasgow - Partick   2,500 21,000 20,000
Glasgow - Shettleston  1,200 12,643 7,400
Glasgow - Knightswood  1,140 17,064 15,859
Rothesay   0 147 73
Total  Southern  9,419 78,222 71,667
   

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross    1,775 15,086 15,667
Harris - Leverburgh  1,000 9,658 8,774
Harris - Scalpay   1,700 15,800 13,121
Knock & Point   1,100 9,873 7,250
North Uist   1,000 9,278 7,641
Stornoway   5,729 53,032 47,126
Total Outer Hebrides  12,304 112,727 99,580
   
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale    0 8,607 7,688
Duirinish (Waternish)  0 3,000 2,800
Glenelg & Arnisdale  0 1,343 1,448
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  0 7,646 11,212
Lochalsh & Glenshiel  150 4,447 4,889
Poolewe & Aultbea   329 6,930 6,557
Ullapool    0 400 0
Portree    1,200 9,600 9,600
Snizort    1,200 12,043 9,833
Strath    0 2,037 3,074
Total Skye & Lochcarron 2,879 56,054 57,101
   
Total From Congregations  34,282 337,729 315,282
Other Donations    870 9,511 18,076
Legacy    0 0 0

TOTAL    35,152 347,240 333,358
Including Gift Aid Declarations  49,344 22,121

(1Tim.2:9). This is not to stifle dress sense, personal taste, etc, 
but it does require that the body be properly covered, and 
that men are not embarrassed or have to struggle with impure 
thoughts and desires (Mt.5:28).
Likewise, there is a chivalry due from men to women: ‘Be 
courteous’ (1Pet.3:8). A godly man, whether married or 
unmarried, will never ‘flirt’ with the opposite sex, for that 
is the way of the world in its unsanctified urges, which only 
convention and reputation restrain. A woman should be 
able to feel feminine and safe in the presence of a Christian 
gentleman. 

Worship
Like the Sabbath, this is another index of spiritual religion. In 
worship, the church comes to its fullest expression. Therefore 
God regulates it by what He requires of us, and does not 
leave us to do what is most ‘enjoyable’. Worship is for His 
acceptance and glory, and this vertical plane comes first. The 
way a church worships expresses its view of God.
However, our hedonistic society has no time for weighty and 
solemn things. Casualness, lack of deference, an entertainment 
mentality are the order of the day, even intruding into what is 
regarded as sacrosanct. Tragically, for the last forty years, the 
church has succumbed to this and shifted its worship to the 
horizontal plane and to ‘will worship’ (Col.2:23). The criterion 
nowadays is not, ‘Will this glorify God?’ but, ‘This is great 

music, we feel liberated and it makes outsiders comfortable’. 
We tend to think this has been primarily through the 
charismatic movement, which is true. However, I remember 
an older couple telling me of those in a Brethren assembly in 
the late 1950s agitating for the use of popular music, ‘to keep 
the young people’. 

Ministers and office-bearers
If worldliness is found in us, it will spread to the church. It can 
be as basic as our prayer life – are we known for a busyness 
for God more than a busyness with God? The barrenness of 
a busy life can lead others astray. It was said of M‘Cheyne’s 
preaching that it was an extension of his prayer life, ‘His 
preaching was a continuation of his prayers. In both he spoke 
from within the veil, his hand on the mercy seat, and his eye 
fixed on things invisible’. 
Lack of personal discipline, a wrong spirit, controlled by 
numbers of people attending, (in the case of ministers) 
complaining about the salary, ambition for a name and 
reputation (we are just servants, Mk.9:35), compromise 
through fear of making a stand, jealousy of fellow-servants – 
and a host of other carnalities can show how little separated 
from the world and unto God we are. Professor John Murray 
once wrote: ‘Whenever we cease to offer resistance to the 
world, then we have become victims of the world’.

To be Continued
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Recently I was talking to an older lady who related to 
me a fascinating experience she had in her early days of 
nursing in a TB ward in Glasgow. A young mother, Sadie, 

was admitted to hospital with three of her children, all suffering 
from tuberculosis. The mother’s condition was particularly bad 
as she was riddled with the disease and there appeared to be 
no hope of recovery. She was a devout Roman Catholic and 
she spent much time in devotions and could often be seen 
handling her rosary beads and going through her prayers. Every 
week the priest visited her. If he called when she was asleep 
and did not waken her she would be very upset. 
Jenny, doing her rounds on the ward, would chat with her and 
she would often say that she had no peace and was afraid to 
die. Jenny felt it wrong to interfere in her religion and tell her 
that neither the priest nor the Roman Catholic Church could 
save her. Satan whispered that she had no right to tell this 
woman that her rituals were all in vain. 
Sadie’s condition continued gradually to deteriorate. Eventually 
she was quite low and this was Jenny’s weekly day off. She would 
leave the ward at 4pm and would not return again till 4pm the 
following day. Jenny went off by train to a friend’s in Greenock 
where they would together attend a prayer meeting and then 
she would spend the night at her friend’s. In the train she felt 
something saying to her to go back to the hospital. She felt 
guilty that she had never explained the gospel to Sadie and she 
was dying without hope. In the prayer meeting she felt the Spirit 
even more strongly saying to her to go back to Glasgow to the 
hospital. But she said, ‘It is my day off. I only get the one day off 
in the week. Why would I go back to the hospital anyway? And 
I am to spend tonight with my friend and her family’. So she did 
not return to the hospital till the next day at 4pm. 
The Roman Catholic sister who was on duty filled her in on 
the various patients. Then she told her about Sadie – that she 
had been in a coma for 12 hours and her relatives were round 

the bed waiting for the end. Jenny felt a pang of guilt and regret 
as she left to begin her work. She had to find a quiet corner 
in the bathroom and there wept her eyes out. Sadie was dying 
and she had missed the opportunity to show her the way of 
salvation. There seemed no hope now as she was in a terminal 
coma and sinking fast. However she prayed and pleaded with 
the Lord for one more opportunity to speak to Sadie. 
She began her rounds. After a while the sister came looking for 
her. Amazingly Sadie had come round and was asking for Jenny. 
The sister seemed very surprised. ‘Why would she want to 
speak to you?’ Jenny went immediately. She asked the relatives 
to go out into the corridor for a little while. Sadie was now so 
weak that Jenny had to put her ear against her mouth to hear 
what she was saying. Her question was, ‘What do you have to 
tell me?’ Jenny was amazed again. Here she was prepared for 
the gospel.
Jenny remembers little of what she said. She felt that God was 
speaking through her. She told Sadie that all she had trusted in 
for years was in vain. She must put no trust in priest or mass, 
or church, or good works. She must trust in Christ alone as her 
Saviour. As she spoke it seemed as if a light came on in Sadie’s 
face. Her eyes opened with wonder and she became radiant. 
The fear that she had been experiencing in the face of death 
disappeared. Peace and joy flooded into her. When eventually 
Jenny had to leave it was with no doubt that a soul had been 
saved from hell at the eleventh hour – or rather a minute to 
twelve. Sadie made her promise to call again before the end of 
her shift. But Jenny asked, ‘What if you are asleep?’ ‘It doesn’t 
matter, just pray with me’. Shortly after Sadie fell into a coma 
again. Before going off shift Jenny called once more and prayed 
with the now unconscious Sadie. An hour later Sadie was gone 
from this scene of time to be with Christ her great High Priest. 
Jenny firmly believes that she is in heaven with the Lord which 
is far better. How amazing is God’s sovereign grace!

Jenny’s Story
Rev William Macleod

'She wept her eyes out. Sadie was dying and she 
had missed the opportunity to show her the way of 

salvation. There seemed no hope now as she was in a 
terminal coma and sinking fast. However she prayed 

and pleaded with the Lord for one more opportunity 
to speak to Sadie.'
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'These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 

temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.'

Revelation 7:14-15
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