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The Scriptures are vital to Christianity. We can only 
truly know God and ourselves, the way to be saved 
and the way to live in this world and what the future 

has in store for us, by studying the Bible. !ankfully it has 
been translated into our own language, we are able to read, 
we can buy a copy and with the help of the Holy Spirit we 
can understand it.
Devotional Time
Every Christian should read the Word of God every day. 
We all need to have our quiet time and this should involve 
reading, meditation and prayer. Just as the Israelites in 
the desert went out each morning to gather the manna 
so we also must seek nourishment for our souls from the 
Lord each day. Our bodies require a daily intake of food 
and similarly we have to feed our souls. We should read 
at least one chapter of the Bible every day. That is the bare 
minimum. Those engaged in Christian work, because of 
the spiritual battles they will meet and the need to minister 
to others, should read several chapters. We must not 
rush through this reading as a duty to be performed but 
thoughtfully and prayerfully ask what God is teaching here 
and specifically what He is saying to me in this passage 
today. We should read every part of Scripture but some 
parts we should read more often eg Genesis, the Psalms, 
Proverbs, the specifically Messianic sections of the Prophets 
and of course the New Testament. Some parts are difficult 
to appropriate for ourselves, therefore we should mix the 
reading of the difficult parts with more accessible passages 
from the Psalms or the Epistles. M’Cheyne’s Calendar for 
Daily Readings provides an excellent plan for reading. It 
can be downloaded freely from the internet and provides 
a concise course whereby one can read through the whole 
Bible once a year and the Psalms and the New Testament 
twice a year.
Meditation
!e Christian art of meditation has been largely lost in 
our day. !e Puritans particularly were experts in this. It 
involves taking a word or phrase of Scripture and turning it 
around in your mind asking it questions, thinking of what it 
means in the context, of what it meant to the original readers 
and how it applies to yourself and others today, and all the 
time praying for light from God. !en move on to the next 
word, or phrase or sentence. Take a verse and memorise it, 
so that you can keep on returning to it and chewing on it 
throughout the day or night. It is amazing how sweet and 

blessed you will "nd even well-known verses to your soul as 
you meditate upon them. 
Take for example the words at the end of Galatians 2:20: ‘the 
Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me’. Who 
loved me? !e glorious Son of God. Whom did He love? Me, 
and what a useless, wretched, sinful person I am! What did 
He do for me? He loved me – what an amazing thing for the 
Son of God to do for me! To what extent did He love me? To 
the extent that He died for me! Why did He give Himself for 
me? To save me from hell and to bring me to heaven! Each 
of these thoughts can be further developed.
We can be so busy doing things, even good work for the 
Lord and service to others, that we forget to stop and think. 
Busyness can be a real danger to our souls. We can be so 
active running around, doing this and that, that we forget 
to nourish our souls. Devotional time is rushed. We have a 
talk to give so we make that the passage for our devotional 
time. But then we are thinking of others and what they need 
rather than thinking of our own souls and our spiritual 
needs. No, keep your devotional time separate from time 
spent on preparing talks or sermons. Prioritise your personal 
devotional time.
Secret Prayer
Prayer has a vital place in devotional times. Pray at the 
beginning for light, for illumination from God upon His 
Word. Pray over the passage as we read it, turning if possible 
the very words into a petition. Lord give me this. Lord 
change me in this way. Lord help me to practise this. Lord 
may this be true in my family. Lord change my church in 
this way. Lord transform society so that this might become 
true. I praise you for this. !anks Lord for this, etc. Prayer 
should not be simply a prayer list. Lists have their place but 
remember God knows all these things before we say them. 
He can read the list too. Rather we should see it "rst and 
foremost as conversation and fellowship with God. We enter 
His presence, we talk to Him in prayer, we praise, worship, 
give thanks, confess our sins and plead for His blessing on 
us and others. He speaks to us through His Word. It is a two-
way conversation. Sometimes we will become very conscious 
that He is drawing near to us. Our hearts burn within us 
as did those of the two on the road to Emmaus (Lk.24:32) 
when Jesus drew near and opened up the Scriptures to 
them. John Wesley, who later became a great evangelist, was 
searching for peace. One night he went to a meeting where 
he later recorded that his heart was strangely warmed. It was 
the turning point of his life. We all need that experience of 
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God drawing near. Devotional times should be opportunities 
for getting to know God better, whom to know is life eternal 
(Jn.17:3).
United Devotions
Just as it vital to have our private devotions, so if we live 
in families, or share a flat with Christian friends, or work 
together, it is important, if possible, to have a time of daily 
worship together. They used to say with regard to marriages, 
‘Those who pray together stay together’. It wonderfully 
binds a family in love when they daily meet to read God’s 
Word and pray. Similarly friends are drawn closer by daily 
sharing in worship. Fellow-workers will get much strength, 
understanding and mutual support from studying God’s 
Word and praying daily together.
Church
Some individuals are very independent. They feel that their 
religion is a private matter between them and God. Public 
worship does not seem important to them. Even those 
involved in Christian work can forget the importance of the 
church services. But there are special promises of blessings 
on the gatherings of God’s people. ‘Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name there am I in the midst of 
them’ (Matt.18:20). God, Himself, is specially present in the 
worship. We must guard against the sin of those who forsook 
the assembling of themselves together (Heb.10:25). Rather 
in the church we are to exhort one another as we see the 
Day of Judgment approaching. The focus of church services 
should always be the Word of God. The Word is to be read 
and preached and sung (the Psalms – God’s songbook) and 
prayers should be steeped in it as well.
Fellowship
Fellowship is much neglected in these days. Fellowship is not 
simply getting together to eat or to speak about the weather, 
culture, food or whatever. These things have their place 
but Christian fellowship is sharing together in the things of 
God. Basic to profitable fellowship is the Word of God. We 
are to talk together about God’s Word, discussing what it 
means, how it relates to us in our individual lives and also 
in the church and society. Iron sharpens iron (Prov.27:17) 
and we correct and develop one another’s understandings 
as we discuss together. Words, ideas or passages from the 
Scripture will make our times spent together both profitable 
and enjoyable. When we leave such company we will feel that 
it was not wasted time but that it really did us good.
Should the Bible be studied like any other 
Textbook?
Sometimes the question is asked, Should the Bible be studied 
like any other textbook? At school or college people study 
science text books which provide them with information or 
they consider critically works of literature, like the writings 
of William Shakespeare. Now the Bible is our textbook for 
theology – which basically is the study of God. !eology 
used to be called the queen of sciences. We must study it 
as we would a science textbook to absorb the truths taught 
there. Also the Bible is a great work of literature, in many 
ways the greatest. But in all our study of God’s Word we must 

remember that it is di"erent from every other book. It is 
God’s Word to man. We must not set ourselves above the text 
but rather sit under it. We dare not criticise it as we would 
the writings of Shakespeare. !e plot, the style, the words 
and phrases used in the original languages are perfect. !e 
Bible is inerrant and authoritative. We must allow ourselves 
to be judged by it and we must not judge it. It is the standard 
and the perfect standard. Yes we must gird up the loins of 
our minds to study it (1Pet.1:13). We need all our intellectual 
ability. Our approach to it must not be that of mystics who see 
it as a means of getting into some anti-intellectual trance-like 
state. Rather we are to use linguistic aids, dictionaries and 
commentaries in order to #nd out the true meaning of the 
Author. But we are always to remember what the Scripture 
is – the inspired word of God, and we must bow before its 
message.
Preaching and Witnessing
Paul speaks of his mission: ‘For Christ sent me not to baptise, 
but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of God’ (1Cor.1:17-
18). We are to follow in Paul’s footsteps. He states: ‘It 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe’ (v21). Elsewhere he asserts, ‘We preach not 
ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord’ (2Cor.4:5). But what is 
the substance of this preaching? It must be the Scriptures. 
That is the tradition handed down by the Apostles and that is 
the message which alone can save souls and edify Christians. 
We, as those who have found the Saviour, are to witness to 
unbelievers, and again the Scriptures contain the message: 
‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures’ (1Cor.15:1-4). Luke writes of 
the early church: ‘Therefore they that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching the wordí (Acts 8:4). The word 
used here for preaching means evangelizing or informally 
communicating the Gospel. He then adds: 'Then Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them' 
(v5). A different word is used in the Greek here. It means 
heralding or proclaiming the truth. Vital for both is the most 
thorough knowledge we can acquire of the Scriptures.
Conclusion
Paul advised the Colossian Christians to set their affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth (Col.3:2). Because 
they were dead with Christ they were to mortify sin. Being 
risen with Christ they were to put on compassion, kindness, 
humbleness of mind and especially love. You should, 'Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom' (v16) 
and whatever you do in word or deed, 'do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him' 
(v17).
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The belief of all professing Christians (outside of the 
Roman Communion) is that the one only Head of the 
church, both invisible and visible, is the Lord Jesus 

Christ. !at is what Scripture clearly teaches: ‘He (the Son 
of God) is the head of the body, the church’ (Col.1:18; cf 
Eph.5:23), and it means that Christ is the church’s Sovereign, 
not only granting it existence, but establishing its doctrine, 
instituting its worship, appointing its government, blessing 
its meetings, e"ecting its increase, advancing its holiness, 
and overthrowing its enemies. 
Claims of Pope
Contrary to Scripture’s plain teaching, the Pope of Rome 
arrogantly claims this title for himself. From the time of 
Innocent III (1198-1216), the Popes began to call themselves 
‘the Vicar (or Substitute) of Christ’; and Boniface VIII 
(1294-1303), in one of his papal proclamations, said this: 
‘Listen to the Vicar of Christ, who is placed over kings and 
kingdoms. He is the head of the Church, which is one and 
stainless’. This traditional Roman dogma was reaffirmed 
at the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). In its Council 
Document, ‘Dogmatic Constitution of the Church’ (De 
Ecclesia), the Pope is stated to be ‘the Vicar of Christ, and 
visible head of the church in its entirety’. Amplification of 
this blasphemous assertion follows: ‘In virtue of his office, 
that is, as vicar of Christ and pastor of the whole church, the 
Roman Pontiff has full, supreme and universal power over 
the church. And he can always exercise this power freely’. 
Most significantly, it was Gregory I (AD c540-604), later 
himself a Pope, who repudiated any such title as this, stating 
in a letter written in AD 595 to the Emperor Mauritius that 
‘whosoever in his elation of spirit called himself or sought to 
be called universal bishop, or universal priest, that man was 
the precursor of Antichrist, viz to withdraw all members of 
the Church from its true head, Christ Jesus, and to attach 
and connect them in the stead thereof to himself ’.
Antichrist
Antichrist (Greek: Antichristos) is composed of two words: 
anti which means ‘instead of ’, ‘in the place of ’ (as in 
‘Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of (anti) his father 
Herod’ (Mt.2:22)) and also ‘against’, ‘in opposition to’ (as in 
‘oppositions of science (antithemi, literally ‘antithesis’) falsely 
so called’, (1Tim.6:20); and Christos which means, of course, 
‘Christ’ or ‘Anointed’. The two meanings are almost certainly 
to be combined, and as John McDonald rightly concludes, 
‘Antichrist, therefore, means one who pretends to be a vicar 
of Christ, and assumes to act in His name, but who is at the 
same time His rival and greatest enemy’.
2 Thessalonians 2:3-12
One of the most important passages on this subject is 2 
Thessalonians 2:3-12, where the Apostle gives a prophetic 

foreview of the rise of the Antichrist, also known as the Man 
of Sin. We shall now give careful attention to this Scripture 
with a view to demonstrating that these verses apply only to 
the Papacy as centred in and represented by the Pope.  
Verse 3
‘Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day (the 
day of Christ’s return) shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition;’
As in 1 !essalonians (1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:2-6), Paul, 
in 2 !essalonians 2:1-2, has made mention of the Second 
Coming of Christ. It seems that the believers at !essalonica 
had misunderstood his teaching in the First Epistle, coming 
to the conclusion that ‘the day of the Lord’ was ‘at hand’ or 
‘imminent’ – something altogether contrary to the teaching 
of God’s Word elsewhere (Mt.24:4-8, cf. Mk.13:5-8) – and, as 
a result, they were greatly perturbed or agitated. !e apostle 
points out that they needed to be guarded against such 
deception (‘Let no man deceive you by any means…’). 
Falling away
There must take place, before ever Christ returns, a ‘falling 
away’ (literally, an ‘apostasy’): some signal defection from the 
Christian Faith. Paul alludes to this in another of his epistles, 
saying, ‘Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times (this Christian age, Acts 2:16,17; Heb.1:2) some shall 
depart (apostesontai – ‘fall away’, or ‘apostatise’) from the faith 
(the body of Christian truth)’ (1Tim 4:1ff). Now if it is true, 
that some professing Christians will abandon pure, biblical 
and apostolic Christianity, to what (we venture to ask) will 
they turn as a theological alternative? Paul continues, ‘giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking 
lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron’. The Devil – more strictly, his emissaries – will move 
such men to embrace other ‘doctrines’ which are actually 
‘lies’, and these errorists, in ‘hypocrisy’, will still profess to 
be Christians, ‘their conscience’, being so ‘seared with a hot 
iron’, that they will be insensible to their heresy as well as to 
their guilt. 
What, then, will be the doctrines promulgated? Paul 
tells us with crystal clarity: (1) ‘forbidding to marry’; (2) 
‘commanding to abstain from meats’. The former has been 
practised since the 4th century in what has become known 
as ‘clerical celibacy’ or ‘an unmarried priesthood’; and the 
latter, decreed in the 6th century, became common practice 
as meat was avoided on certain days (Fridays) and during 
certain seasons (Lent). Historically, these two doctrines 
became associated with Roman Catholicism.
Man of sin
It is out of this apostasy that Antichrist will arise, to become 
its leader in the Church: ‘that man of sin…the son of 

The Antichrist: II. The Biblical Doctrine
Pastor Malcolm H Watts (Emmanuel Church, Salisbury)
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perdition’. The first title certainly points to a ‘man’, but not to 
one particular man, rather to a succession of men, as when 
Scripture refers to ‘the high priest’ (Lev.21:10), ‘the king’ 
(Deut.17:18), ‘the man of God’ (2Tim.3:17) and, perhaps 
with some special relevance here, ‘the son of wickedness’ 
(Ps.89:22). Such titles indicate a body or succession of 
men answering to a certain title or character. Thus, it 
was correctly observed by Dr H Grattan Guinness that ‘a 
singular expression in a prophecy may find its fulfilment in 
a plurality of individuals’. 
What then are we to make of qualifying words – ‘that man of 
sin’? It appears to suggest that the men of this order will not 
only be given to sin themselves, but they will be leaders of 
others to sin (in this apostasy). Now, more specifically, the 
‘sin’ would seem to be idolatry, the reference appearing to 
be to Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who, while professing to 
worship the true God, introduced to Israel the grossest form 
of idolatry (1Kgs.12:25-33), thereafter being justifiably and 
repeatedly named, he that ‘caused Israel to sin’ (13:34; 15:25-
26). So, we are clearly looking for a line of men who have 
been distinguished for bringing idolatry into the Christian 
Church.
Son of Perdition
The second title is ‘the son of perdition’. Undoubtedly such 
men will bring judgment of damnation upon themselves. 
But there is more here: in Scripture there is only one other 
occurrence of this particular phrase. It is the descriptive 
name given by our Lord to Judas Iscariot. In His Great 
Prayer (John 17) the Lord Jesus says, ‘While I was with them 
(the apostles) in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but 
the son of perdition (Judas Iscariot); that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled’ (v12). This therefore means that the Antichrist 
will claim to be, like Judas, an ‘Apostle’ and ‘Bishop’ 
(Mt.10:2-4; Acts 1:20), but although a pretended friend, he 
will prove to be a false friend of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like 
Judas, he will show seeming devotion to the Lord, and yet 
well may he be asked, ‘betrayest thou the Son of man with 
a kiss?’ (Mt.26:47-50; Lk.22:47,48). Like Judas, too, he will 
be ‘guide’ to those who turned against our blessed Saviour 
(Acts 1:16). Summing up this point, Thomas Manton, the 
Puritan, comments as follows: ‘Antichrist then is like Judas 
– in profession, a disciple of Christ; in office, a governor of 
the church; but, in practice a traitor’.
Who is the great promoter of idolatry, pretending to be an 
Apostle and Bishop? There is, I believe, but one answer to 
that question: the Pope. To quote Manton again: ‘The Pope 
boasteth that his seat is apostolical, his chair is St Peter’s 
chair, and that he is the successor of the apostle. Grant it, 
but there is an error of the person – not (the successor) of 
Peter, but of Judas’.
Verse 4 
Who opposeth and (exceedingly) exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

The Roman Antichrist ‘opposeth’ and ‘(exceedingly) exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped’ – 
that is, he stands in opposition to Christ, putting himself 
in the highest position. He sets himself ‘above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped.’ Despite the restrictions 
of space in such an article as this, it is not at all difficult 
to show that the Pope ‘opposes’ the Lord Jesus Christ: His 
Person, by denying the reality of His presence on earth 
as Head of His Church (contra Mt.28:20); His office, by 
sanctioning a mediatorial priesthood and the intercession 
of the saints (contra Jn.10:9; 14:6; 1Tim.2:5); His work, by 
making the Mass ‘a true, proper and propitiatory sacrifice’ 
(contra Heb.9:24-28; 10:12); His gospel, by teaching that 
baptism remits the guilt of original sin and that subsequent 
good works are ‘meritorious’ (contra Acts 16:31; Rom.5:1); 
His commandments, by maintaining the Rule of Faith 
is not the Bible only, but the Church, the Fathers, the 
Ecclesiastical Traditions, the Councils, and the Pope (contra 
Mt.15:3,6; 22:29); His worship, by adding ritual, ceremonies, 
mariolatry, images, and saint-worship (contra Mt.28:20; 
1Cor.11:2); and His people, by persecuting the Paulicians, 
the Albigenses, the Waldenses, the Hussites, the Lollards, 
and the Huguenots, not to mention the English Reformers 
and martyrs (contra Mk.9:38-40; 2Cor.10:4). With respect 
to this last point, it is estimated that the Church of Rome has 
been responsible for more than 50 million martyrs.
Does he then ‘(exceedingly) exalt himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped’? Here, I judge it best to 
let various Popes speak for themselves: 
Popes speak
Boniface VIII (1303) – ‘The Roman Pontiff (Latin: pontifex, 
meaning a bridge; here, a bridge between God and men) 
judges all men, but is judged of no man… We declare, assert, 
define, and pronounce to be subject to the Roman Pontiff is 
to every creature altogether necessary for salvation… That 
which was spoken of Christ, ‘Thou hast subdued all things 
under His feet’ may well seem verified in me… I have the 
authority of the King of Kings. I am all in all and above all, 
so that God Himself and I, the Vicar of God, have but one 
consistory, and I am able to do almost all that God can do. 
What, therefore, can you make of me but God?’
Leo XIII (1894) – ‘We hold the place of Almighty God on 
earth.’ 
Pius X (1912) – ‘The Pope is the guardian of dogma and 
morals; he is the depository of those principles which 
render families honest, nations great, and souls holy; he 
is the counsellor of princes and of people; he is the head, 
under whom no man can feel himself tyrannised over, 
because he represents God Himself. He is the Father (par 
excellence), because he unites within himself all that there 
is that is lovable, sacred, and Divine’.
Pius XI (1922) – ‘You know that I am the Holy Father, the 
representative of God on the earth, the Vicar of Christ, 
which means that I am God on the earth.’ 
Benedict XVI, during his Inaugural Mass (24th April, 
2005), received the homage of twelve people, representing 
the Twelve Apostles and also the people of the world, who 
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"The Pope defines doctrines, ordains laws 
(even when contrary to those in Scripture), 
grants indulgences, discharges oaths, and 

receives worship. What does all this mean but 
that the Pope is the ‘man of sin’?"

publicly came and knelt before him. Although the Papal 
Tiara was not on this occasion worn by the Pope (unlike 
at the coronations of John XXIII and Paul VI), it presently 
remains on the flag and coat of arms of the ‘Holy See’ and 
the ‘Vatican’, and papal documents issued since this Pope’s 
Inauguration have had the Tiara printed upon them. What 
exactly is symbolised by the Tiara, or Triple Crown, is a 
matter of some dispute, but one ‘official’ view is that it 
represents the Pope as sole Sovereign – King of heaven, 
earth, and of the lower regions. 
In these ‘ecumenical’ times, Rome tends to avoid all such 
claims and displays. As a consequence, most people are 
altogether ignorant of them and find these facts hard to 
accept. However these things are on record and they are 
indisputable. They show that the men who have held this 
office stand condemned by their own blasphemous claims 
- claims which actually fulfil, to the letter, this most solemn 
prophecy. 
In the Temple
The verse continues: ‘he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.’ Here, the apostle reveals 
where the ‘man of sin’ will be found – ‘in the temple’ (Greek: 
naon). This is not a reference to the Jewish Temple which, 
since Jewish rejection of Christ, is rejected by God and 
therefore called ‘your house’ (Mt.23:38) or, more commonly, 
just ‘the temple’ (Acts 22:17; 24:12,18; 25:8; 26:21) but 
never is it referred to as ‘the temple of God’. This is rather a 
metaphorical reference to the Visible Christian Church, as in 
such verses as the following where the identical Greek word 
(naon) is used: ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?’ 
(1Cor.3:16); ‘What agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? For ye are the temple of the living God’ (2Cor.6:16); 
‘(Ye) are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
in whom all the building fitly framed together growth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord’ (Eph.2:20,21). Antichrist is 
therefore not, as commonly supposed, a secular humanist 
or a political dictator: instead, he is someone professing 
to be Christian, an ecclesiastical person of some kind, and 
evidently associated with the Christian Church.
Seat
Does the passage take us any further? Yes, assuredly it 
does. The person here described ‘sitteth’ (kathisai) in the 
Church. Now why is he represented as ‘sitting’? The word is 
connected with kathedra – a bishop’s seat. The ‘man of sin’ 

is a bishop who appears to preside over the whole Church. It 
is difficult to see how these words can be applied to anyone 
other than the Pope. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(1994) states: ‘the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as 
the Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has 
full, supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a 
power which he can always exercise unhindered’. His office, 
then, is that of ‘universal bishop’, an office symbolised by 
‘the papal chair’ on which the Pope ‘sits’ in order to preside 
and to rule. 
According to Roman dogma (formulated in 1870), the 
Pope is ‘infallible’ when he makes a pronouncement ‘ex 
cathedra’, or ‘from the chair’. ‘The Roman Pontiff, when he 
speaks ex cathedra, that is, when in discharge of the office of 
pastor and doctor of all Christians, by virtue of his supreme 
apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine regarding faith 
or morals to be held by the universal church, by the divine 
assistance promised to him in blessed Peter, is possessed of 
that infallibility with which the divine Redeemer willed that 
his church should be endowed’.
Claiming the Place of God
Thus usurping the highest place and reaching a pitch of 
daring impiety, the ‘man of sin’ – though a mere man – will 
be intent on ‘showing (or exhibiting) himself that he is God’. 
How will he do this? Not simply by asserting that he is 
actually the true God, but by behaving like God: taking His 
place, assuming His authority, and claiming the adoration of 
multitudes. 
The Pope allows himself to be called by such titles as, ‘Our 
Lord God, the Pope’ (Canon Law), ‘His Holiness’, ‘Another 
Christ’ (by the Irish Hierarchy, 1949), King of kings and 
Lord of lords’ (by Cardinal Manning, 1862), ‘Supreme Judge’, 
and so on; and then there are his Pontifical actions, as he 
defines doctrines, ordains laws (even when contrary to those 
in Scripture), grants indulgences (which remit the guilt of 
punishment on earth and also in the fictitious ‘Purgatory’), 
discharges oaths (even those pertaining to marriage), and 
receives worship. What does all this mean but that the Pope 
is the ‘man of sin’? Hear the words of William Hughes, 
written in his book on ‘Popery’ in 1677 – ‘Let the reader 
judge then, whether there be need of further evidence that 
the Pope opposeth and exalteth himself above the Heavenly 
Majesty also, which makes us as certain that he is ‘the man 
of sin’ as we are sure the sun is set at midnight’. 

To Be Continued
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Readers of the Witness magazine will be fully aware of 
the current crisis in the national Kirk, arising from 
the General Assembly’s endorsement last May (2009) 

for the transfer of the openly practising homosexual minister, 
the Rev Scott Rennie, from his former pastorate at Brechin 
Cathedral to the pastoral charge of Queen’s Cross, Aberdeen 
in spite of the efforts of conservatives within the Kirk to 
prevent his translation. As the Rev John Keddie reminded 
us in his reflective article published in the Witness back in 
January 2009, ‘A Protestant Nation?’, the Church of Scotland is 
still the single most important element in the religious life of 
Scotland and that if things are wrong with it then this will 
inevitably affect us all. This is indeed a sobering truth and 
some serious reflection needs to be given as to the reasons 
why such an appalling decline into theological and moral 
liberalism could ever have been allowed to take place in the 
national Kirk founded with such vigour by John Knox in the 
Scottish Reformation of the 16th century.
Strong Evangelical Party
In spite of the Kirk’s moral decline during the first half 
of the 20th century, there was nevertheless the prospect 
at least of spiritual renewal and the recovery of doctrinal 
orthodoxy during the second half of that century through 
the growth of an encouraging number of evangelical 
ministries throughout the Kirk’s constituency, influenced 
greatly by such well-known figures as the late Rev William 
Still, the late Rev James Philip and his brother the Rev 
George Philip, along with Eric Alexander and Sinclair 
Ferguson. The evangelicals in these days were probably the 
most significant minority within the Kirk’s fraternity of 
ministers, well organized and holding regular Conferences 
at Crieff for mutual encouragement and edification. There 
is no doubting that much good was done by these men 
and their followers. However, instead of their efforts being 
directed persistently, graciously and with determination to 
halt the Kirk’s continuing slide into theological liberalism, 
their leaders established instead a policy of quietism on 
important doctrinal issues, concentrating instead merely 
upon the benefits of careful biblical and expository preaching 
and the pastoral care of their flocks. This policy, sadly, has 
proved unhelpful in terms of arresting the Kirk’s steady 
decline, very significantly at a time when the evangelicals 
had the strength of numbers to begin to exert their 
influence everywhere in the courts of the Church. Their 
refusal to do so has resulted inevitably in the situation of 
well-nigh apostasy from the biblical faith in the Kirk today 
in regard to the current homosexual issue, the ordination 
of women and other vital doctrinal matters. From this 

observation we can ourselves surely learn at least three 
powerful and pertinent lessons.
Leave Church Courts to others?
The first is that the evangelicals in the Church of Scotland 
throughout much of its long history have tended to become 
practical congregationalists. They have tended to operate 
merely as congregationalists in a Presbyterian setting, 
avoiding and eschewing their responsibility to grapple 
with serious issues in the Church courts which might seem 
to have little relevance to congregational life in the parish. 
John Macleod in his perceptive book Scottish Theology puts 
his finger directly upon this serious deficiency of the 
evangelicals in the Kirk even in previous generations when 
he writes, ‘It was the weakness of the devout evangelicals that 
they lacked concerted counsel and action’, and he goes on to say 
that if they had taken seriously their work in the courts of 
the Church, their influence would probably have prevented 
the rise of the ‘Moderate’ party in the latter half of the 18th 
century. ‘Had they given better consideration to what could have 
been done in the region of the Church’s public business, the vogue 
of fashionable Moderatism might never have come to have the 
place it got in the life of the Church’. This is of course a lesson 
for godly men in all the Presbyterian churches. It is easy to 
leave the soul-deadening procedures, politics and business 
to others.
Compromise
The second lesson to be learned is that the policy of 
compromise with serious doctrinal declension or error will 
always be disastrous in the end. The evangelicals within the 
Kirk in our own day have justified their policy of quietism 
on doctrinal issues through the mistaken belief that if they 
prioritise their preaching and pastoral ministries, avoid 
the stigma of contentiousness in the Church courts, and 
behave themselves well in the eyes of the Kirk’s liberal 
Establishment, then they will eventually come away carrying 
the prize. There has been a failure to speak up as a body in 
Presbyteries and at the General Assembly on issues of vital 
importance affecting the doctrine, polity and worship of 
the Kirk. This was evident, for instance, in the critical years 
preceding the near demise of the Westminster Confession 
as the Kirk’s subordinate standard of doctrine back in 
1974, repeated again when the Kirk’s disastrous proposal 
to unite with the (Arminian) Scottish Methodist Church 
was narrowly defeated a few years later, and witnessed once 
more in 1989 when the bulk of the Kirk’s evangelicals simply 
‘buckled under’ the new legislation enforcing the ordination 
of women contrary to Scripture’s clear teaching. The attitude 

Evangelicals In The Kirk: 
The Current Crisis

Rev Anthony R Dallison, Virginia, USA 
(Church of Scotland minister in Livingston: Old, 1969-1977)
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seemed to be, ‘we simply must not rock the boat, lest we all 
fall out!’ By contrast, we believe that John Knox would have 
stood out clearly and unashamedly on these issues. Martin 
Luther, too, would take occasion to remind us of his famous 
dictum that though the friends of the gospel appear to stand 
firm on many fronts, yet if they fail to take their stand on the 
one point at issue where the integrity of the gospel is being 
impugned, this constitutes a betrayal of the whole. There is 
surely a lesson for us all here.
Contentment
The third lesson has already been alluded to by what has 
been written in the above paragraphs and is the direct result 
of the first two observations. It is the feature of contentment, 
the attitude that was fostered for far too long, that spiritual 
and doctrinal renewal in the Kirk would come, not by 
facing and fighting important issues in the Church courts, 
but by the steady spread of evangelical preaching and 
pastoral ministry throughout the parishes of Scotland. 
However, while not denying in any way this laudable goal, 
and the good that was achieved, it obscured the other vital 
ingredient in true Reformed ministry – the willingness 
to stand, openly, graciously and with determination at 
whatever personal or ecclesiastical cost – for the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel. After all, even the ordination vows 
in the Church of Scotland require of every ordinand the 
solemn undertaking, ‘Do you acknowledge the Presbyterian 
government of this Church to be agreeable to the Word of God; 
and do you promise to be subject in the Lord to this Presbytery 
and to the superior courts of the Church, and to take your due 
part in the administration of its affairs?’

Biblical Responsibilities
In conclusion, it is the firm conviction of the writer of 
this article that if the Kirk’s evangelicals had possessed 
a truly biblical view of their task and responsibilities in 
a Presbyterian Church, alongside the undoubted duties 
of prayer, preaching and pastoral care, then they would 
also have been foremost in promoting, encouraging and 
upholding the Kirk’s waning doctrinal standards. Tirelessly 
they would have opposed doctrinal compromise and error 
at every level of the Church’s life and ministry and their 
leaders, by their undeviating example, would have raised up 
a body of godly young ministers to keep the faith after them. 
It is not a case of ‘either or’ (ie either a preaching ministry 
preeminently or costly debate in the Church courts), but 
‘both and’ (ie the pastoral ministry certainly, but also not 
neglecting the other). It has to be recognized that the one 
without the other has constituted a betrayal of Christ’s 
‘Crown Rights’ in His Kirk, the inevitable long-term effects 
of which can only become disastrous in the end, even as we 
are witnessing so tragically in the national Church of our 
own day.
It gives the writer of this article no pleasure in having to 
reflect upon these things and our prayers are very much 
with those evangelical brethren within the national Kirk 
as they face the current crisis there. But the lessons we 
may learn are certainly continually relevant for all of us 
who are members or ecclesiastical officers in the different 
Reformed denominations of our own day, so that as Paul 
said so perceptively we need to ‘take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand’ (Eph.6: 13).

"The evangelicals in the 
Church of Scotland have 
tended to operate merely 
as congregationalists in 
a Presbyterian setting, 

avoiding and eschewing their 
responsibility to grapple with 
serious issues in the Church 

courts.  It is easy to leave the 
soul-deadening procedures, 

politics and business to 
others."
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News

New Moderator 
Rev John Macleod, Tarbat

The Moderator Designate for the 
2010 General Assembly of the 

Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
is to be the Rev David Fraser. Born 
in Dumbarton Free High manse in 
1939, David Fraser’s education was 
in Dumbarton Academy, the Royal 
College of Science & Technology in 
Glasgow, Aberdeen University, the 
Free Church of Scotland College and 
the University of Transkei. He was 
ordained and inducted to Mull Free 
Church in August 1970, where he spent 
seven years. From there he went as a 
missionary to South Africa. He served 
in Butterworth, Umtata and Cape Town 
for some twenty-three years. 
At the division in the Free Church of 
Scotland in 2000 David Fraser identified 
with the minority and went to work 
in Zambia with Frontline Fellowship. 
Shortly thereafter he was inducted 

by the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) 
as Missionary at Large 
to Zambia where he 
established Covenant 
College, a theological 
college for the training 
of ministers. That new 
work has prospered 
greatly. Concluding his 
involvement with the 
work in Zambia on the 
graduation of the first 
cohort of students in 
October 2003, Mr and 
Mrs Fraser returned to 
Scotland.  
David Fraser is well known 
as an individual who will 
tackle the unthinkable 

without a second thought. Even so, 
those who had known him since his 
university days in Aberdeen and who 
were speculating as to how he might 
spend his ‘retirement’ must have raised 
an eyebrow when it was revealed he 
was to take the charge of Shettleston, 
in the east end of Glasgow. Who more 
suitable, however, for the task? Fresh 
from confronting the problems of 
South Africa and Zambia and with a 
lifetime of extremely wide experience 
of many different spheres of labour 
– as a gardener, as a ward orderly 
and as a teacher, and with a nature 
which can be described only as 
irrepressible, he was ideally suited 
to the task. It was little surprise 
that with outreach into the local 
community the congregation 
rapidly became both multinational 
and multi-ethnic. 
Mr Fraser has a very real interest in 
the place of praise in worship and 

is an enthusiast for the singing of the 
metrical Psalms. A man of principle, 
conviction and enthusiasm, this is the 
second occasion on which he is being 
called on to serve as moderator of the 
church’s General Assembly. Mr Fraser 
is married to Marion. They have an 
adult family of six and one grandchild. 

Live Video Services
Rev Greg MacDonald

Cross FCC in Ness, Lewis, have 
begun live video broadcasting 

of their Sabbath services. A simple 
and discreet webcam is connected 
through a laptop to nearby wireless 
broadband. Using this system a live 
video stream allows people to tune 
in through the internet. Ness Free 
Church (Continuing) have been 
uploading audio recordings to their 
web site (nesschurch.co.uk) for a few 
years, but adding live video has been a 
long term aim now realised.
Of course no amount of technology 
can change the priority of being in 
God’s house when we can. However 
there are a number of situations in 
most congregations where folk cannot 
attend on a given Sabbath. Often it is 
ill-health but circumstances and caring 
for others can also leave some of our 

Rev David Fraser
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congregation at home during services. 
Imagine a situation where a family 
cannot all get to church for a legitimate 
reason. Through this technology both 
those who attended and those who 
stayed at home can all discuss the same 
morning sermon over their Sunday 
roast!
Of course the website is not limited to 
those connected with the congregation 
and already others from across the 
island and even abroad have tuned 
in to watch services. Video files are 
broadcast live at 12 noon and 6 pm but 
they are stored on the web site and so 
can be watched at any time.

Headteacher, Newcastle
Newcastle Christian School is a 

new, private school in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, providing a distinctively 
(Reformed) Christian education for 
years 1 to 8. They are seeking to appoint 
a headteacher and ask for applicants 
who:
- Are committed to the 
Reformed faith.
- Are passionate about Christian 
education.

- Have the character 
and gifts necessary for 
leadership.
- Have proven teaching 
skills and relate well to 
young children.
The initial salary will be 
£20,000. 
For further information, or 
to apply for the post (letter 
and CV required), e-mail: 
newcastlechristianschool
@googlemail.com. The 
closing date is the end of 
April 2010.

Robert Morrison Project
Christian Observer

The Robert Morrison Project 
(RMP) is a new, non-profit, non-

denominational organization dedicated 
to legally translating and publishing 
reformed literature in China and other 
Southeast Asian countries. The chief 
objective of the RMP is to begin to lay 
the foundation for the long-term, legal 
presence of quality reformed literature 
in China and beyond. Periodically, the 
Board of Directors of the RMP will 
select a number of titles that reflect 
the Puritan and Reformed tradition 
(as defined by confessions such as the 
1689 London Baptist Confession and 
the Westminster Confession of Faith). 
Grants will then be given to various 
Christian publishing companies in 
China and Asia to legally publish these 
titles. The RMP has no aspirations of 
establishing a company of its own but 
rather seeks to partner with existing 
ones to facilitate the publication of 
reformed literature. RMP's long-term 
goal is the establishment of financially 
independent, self-governing reformed 

publishing companies in Asia and 
will focus on regions where literature 
needs are greatest. RMP's Board of 
Directors includes Dr Tom Nettles, Dr 
Brian Vickers, and Dr Michael Haykin 
of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Dr Joel Beeke, President of Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Teacher in Prayer Row Free 
to Return to Work 

Christian Institute

Olive Jones, a Christian supply 
teacher who was sacked for 

offering to pray for a sick pupil during 
a home tutoring visit, has been told 
by her employer that she can return 
to work. She has been offered an 
opportunity to return to her position 
after her employer, North Somerset 
Council, acknowledged that it can be 
appropriate for a teacher to offer to 
share their faith with a pupil or their 
family. Mrs Jones, from Weston-super-
Mare, is said to be ‘delighted’ with 
the Council’s decision to reinstate her. 
She added: ‘I am hugely relieved. I 
feel I’ve been vindicated’. Mrs Jones 
has also expressed her gratitude for 
the sympathetic coverage her case has 
received in the media. She was supported 
by Andrea Minichiello Williams from 
the Christian Legal Centre (CLC). Mrs 
Williams welcomed the news saying: 
‘Common sense has prevailed’. She 
added: ‘We are delighted with this 
outcome and that Olive Jones has been 
offered the opportunity to return to 
her old job’. The reinstatement follows 
a meeting last month between Mrs 
Jones and North Somerset Council, 
where Mrs Jones was able to defend 

Desk
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her action. A spokeswoman for the Council has subsequently 
confirmed that it can be appropriate for a teacher to offer to 
share their faith with a pupil. However, the spokeswoman 
warned that ‘a careful professional judgment needs to be 
made as to whether this is appropriate and indeed acceptable 
to the person and family concerned’.

Two Christians Murdered for Sharing the 
Gospel

Christian Observer

Steven Ocean, Tite Sifra, and another young Christian 
man went onto the streets of Boynton Beach, Florida 

on 30 January 2010 to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Ocean and Sifra were following the call of God to minister 
to troubled youth in the same city where they themselves 
had experienced prior run-ins with the law. The three men 
shared the Gospel with Jeriah Woody for about fifteen 
minutes, then began to walk away from Woody. Woody then 
ran after the trio, pulled a gun, and shot Ocean and Sifra 
dead. The third evangelist fled to safety. Woody was arrested 
and has confessed to killing the two evangelists.
There is still a cost for witnessing and the day of the martyrs 
is not past.

Protestant Church of the Netherlands 
Retains Atheist Minister 

A 5th February 2010 Radio Netherlands Worldwide article 
titled ‘Dutch Church Retains "Atheist" Preacher’ reports 

that a regional church assembly of the Protestant Church 
in the Netherlands (PCN) in Zierikzee, The Netherlands, 
has decided to retain atheist preacher Klaas Hendrikse 
because the atheist 
minister's views do not 
differ fundamentally 
from liberal theologians 
in the PCN. The PCN 
was created in 2004 by 
a merger of Reformed 
Churches, the Dutch-
Reformed Church and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
How low can things go?

Pope Admonished by 
Church of Scotland

Christian Observer

A 7th February 2010 article by Tom Peterkin in The 
Scotsman titled ‘Kirk Disputes Pope's View of The 

Past’, describes reaction within the Church of Scotland 
to an early February 2010 statement by Roman Catholic 
Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI that characterizes the Protestant 
Reformation as a ‘great rupture’ that has resulted in religious 
intolerance. Church of Scotland leaders characterize the 
Pope's remarks as ‘unhelpful’ and as a boost to those 
against official recognition in 2010 of the 450th anniversary 
of the Scottish Reformation. Former Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, Andrew McLellan, while welcoming the 
Pope's September 2010 visit, disagrees with Benedict XVI's 
characterization of the Protestant Reformation, describing 

the Scottish Reformation as ‘the great renewal of Scotland's 
Christian past’.
The Church of Scotland should be a lot more robust in their 
response. There is no more intolerant church anywhere than 
the Roman Catholic one. The many Protestant martyrs 
tortured and burnt at the time of the Reformation prove that.

Primary School Girls Becoming Pregnant
Christian Institute

Primary schoolgirls as young as ten are becoming pregnant, 
according to newly released shocking statistics. Between 

the years 2000 and 2007 more than a dozen girls aged ten 
became pregnant. In the same period almost 40 girls aged 
eleven were found to be pregnant, figures released under a 
Freedom of Information request show. The figures also show 
that there were an alarming 60,000 pregnancies for children 
under 16 between 2000 and 2007. Frank Furedi, Sociology 
Professor at the University of Kent, said the figures show 
‘the consequences of the sexualisation of childhood’. And 
Norman Wells, Director of the Family Education Trust, said 
as a result of ‘grossly irresponsible’ sex education in schools, 
children are becoming sexually active at an early age when 
they would not otherwise have done so. In July last year it 
emerged that a Government-backed project designed to 
curb teenage pregnancies has seen them more than double.

Married Couples Penalized
Christian Institute

UK married couples with children are paying a third 
more in tax than similar families in other developed 

countries, according to a new report. The study, produced by 
Christian charity CARE, highlighted what it called a ‘socially 
destructive inequality in the UK tax system’. Among the 
report’s other findings it showed that married couples with 
children and one earner bringing in up to £33,000 a year pay 
18 per cent more tax in the UK than in other EU countries. 
CARE’s Director of Parliamentary Affairs, Dan Boucher, 
said: ‘The failure of the UK tax system to recognise family 
responsibilities makes it one of the most individualistic tax 
systems in the world’.

Harris Golf Club wins Sabbath Battle
Harris Golf Club has been awarded a delayed £64,000 

grant despite the money being previously withheld 
over the club’s self-imposed ban on Sabbath playing it has 
emerged. Twelve months ago SportScotland refused to 
pay out the cash as the Scarista course was only open on 
six days. An ‘no money without Sunday play’ ultimatum 
did not wash with the club committee who respected the 
feeling in the local community after been sold the parcel of 
crofters’ grazings. The stand-off from Scotland’s national 
sports agency jeopardised improvements to the course 
and clubhouse. The organisation maintained the Sunday 
ban was against a new rule and its responsibility under 
the 2006 equality law. Quiet negotiations between the club 
and SportScoltand continued for much of last year and 
the agency agreed to fund upgrades without demanding a 
Sunday opening requirement.
We are thankful that wisdom has prevailed and that the Golf 
Club stood firm. They are an example to others.

Klaas Hendrikse
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For the last two years, the Trustees of the Bible League 
have been working on a document that seeks to 
state and define the biblical doctrines and practices 

particularly under attack at the present time. Originally the 
vision of Malcolm Watts who produced the initial draft, 
others have contributed various suggestions for the final 
form of this Affirmation. Consultation was also made with 
brethren in various church bodies and constituencies, whose 
suggestions have strengthened the document and ensured 
the widest possible agreement among us. 
The Affirmation has been signed by twenty-five brethren, 
the majority of them ministers in Presbyterian (including 
FCC), Congregational, Independent, and Baptist churches. 
It is therefore inclusive in the best sense, but also exclusive, 
because it also states what they do not believe, and what they 
deplore as departures from Holy Scripture.
It is now published in the form of a booklet of 30 pages (cost 
£1.00) and is available to interested friends. They commend 
this Affirmation and encourage all to obtain a copy and 
unite around this statement of belief and practice.
In addition, on its web site there is a facility to sign up to 
the Affirmation and thus identify with its aims. If you find 
yourselves in full agreement with the Affirmation, you 
can sign up by clicking on the word ‘Signatories’. This will 
show your support for the document and it will also be an 
encouragement to other believers.
Is it not true that the times demand that we state exactly 
where we stand on matters of faith and conduct that are 
everywhere under attack? They state, ‘Uniting on these 
verities will strengthen our hand in God, and encourage 
others to join us in making a response to the desperate 
decline and departure that is gathering speed in our day’. 
The words of Martin Luther give the spirit of the Affirmation 
2010: ‘If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest 
exposition every portion of the truth of God except precisely 
that little point which the world and the devil are attacking 
at that moment, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly 
I may be professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there 
the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all 
battlefields besides, is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches 
at that point’.
Address for ordering: 
Affirmation 2010, 
47 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL51 7JG.
Website: www.affirmation-2010.org

Affirmation 
2010

How tedious and tasteless the hours
When Jesus I no longer see;

Sweet prospects, sweet birds and sweet flowers,
Have all lost their sweetness to me;

The midsummer sun shines but dim,
The fields strive in vain to look gay.

But when I am happy in Him,
December’s as pleasant as May.

His Name yields the richest perfume,
And sweeter than music His voice;
His presence disperses my gloom,
And makes all within me rejoice.

I should, were He always thus nigh,
Have nothing to wish or to fear;

No mortal as happy as I,
My summer would last all the year.

Content with beholding His face,
My all to His pleasure resigned,
No changes of season or place

Would make any change in my mind:
While blessed with a sense of His love,

A palace a toy would appear;
All prisons would palaces prove,

If Jesus would dwell with me there.

Dear Lord, if indeed I am Thine,
If Thou art my sun and my song,
Say, why do I languish and pine?
And why are my winters so long?

O drive these dark clouds from the sky,
Thy soul cheering presence restore;

Or take me to Thee up on high,
Where winter and clouds are no more.

None Upon Earth I 
Desire Besides Thee

John Newton
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Books
Redemption Accomplished 

and Applied
John Murray

Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 200pp £7.00

Of all the books I have read this is 
the one which in!uenced me most 

theologically. I well remember reading it as 
a student and having my eyes opened to the 
great truths of redemption, but particularly 
to the application of redemption. It is not the 
easiest book to read, although the second 
half is easier than the "rst and some might 
"nd it easier to begin with that second part. 
Every word is carefully chosen. No space 
in the book is wasted. Careful study of this 
little volume will give you a clear grasp of 
the Scripture’s teaching.
Murray begins by looking at the necessity 
of the atonement. Many today would 
deny this, but there was no other way by 
which we could be saved. The nature of 
the atonement deals with such concepts 
as sacrifice, propitiation, reconciliation 
and redemption. In his chapter on the 
extent of the atonement he shows clearly 
that Christ died only for the elect. His 
chapter on the order of salvation argues 
with powerful Scriptural logic that it must 
be effectual calling, regeneration, faith and 
repentance, justification, adoption and then 
sanctification. As well as chapters on each of 
these he proceeds to deal with perseverance, 
union with Christ and glorification. This is 
a book which cannot be recommended too 
much.

William Macleod

Preacher to the Remnant
The Story of James Renwick

Maurice Grant
Blue Banner Productions on behalf of 

the Scottish Reformation Society, 
hbk, 280pp, £17.95

James Renwick was the last martyr of the 
Scottish Church. On 17th February 1688 

he was hanged before a huge crowd in the 

Grassmarket of Edinburgh at the age of 26 
years. Within months King James II had 
fled and William of Orange had become 
king. Renwick’s blood had not been shed in 
vain. Scotland was saved from episcopacy, 
state interference and tyranny, and the 
Presbyterian Church was not only free to 
meet, worship, govern and discipline, but 
was again made the Established Church of 
Scotland.
This volume, carefully researched as we 
would expect of such an author as Maurice 
Grant, provides us with the definitive 
biography of a godly and faithful young 
man. My one slight criticism is that the 
print is rather small and grey which makes 
the reading not quite as pleasant as one 
would have hoped. However, it is a book 
well-worth purchasing and poring over. It 
opens a wide window on the events and 
history of the later Covenanting period 
which is a vitally important part of our 
religious heritage in the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing).
One matter shocked me and is a salutary 
lesson to the church in every age. I would 
have thought that in a day of fiery persecution 
the oppressed church would be united 
but, alas, it seemed that one controversy 
led to another. Most of these divisions 
seemed to be down to personality and 
hurt pride. Renwick himself matured and 
mellowed as time passed. Later statements 
and declarations were much more balanced. 
His bosom friend Robert Hamilton seems 
to have had a great ability to fall out with 
people. It is amazing to see how much 
of Renwick’s time was spent in trying to 
keep the peace and correct the slanders of 
those whose actual beliefs differed little 
from his own. I did find it rather strange 
that when he was invited to preach in the 
North of England among the Baptists, who 
up till then had been supportive of the 
Covenanters, he should choose to preach 
against their distinctive views on baptism 
thus causing them to be greatly offended. 
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James Renwick came from Moniaive in Dumfriesshire and 
was educated in Edinburgh. His parents had several children 
who died in infancy, so, when James was born, his mother 
devoted him to the service of the Lord, praying that he might 
be spared to grow up. Little did she know then how costly that 
service would prove and how she would eventually stand at 
the bottom of his scaffold witnessing his cruel death. For the 
young Renwick, a nineteen-year-old graduate of Edinburgh 
University, witnessing the death of Donald Cargill and four 
others for the crown rights of Christ was the decisive moment 
of his life. He too from then on was to join these faithful 
people. Societies of Covenanters were meeting in secret and 
Renwick associated with them. A first general meeting was 
held on 15th December 1681 with representatives from the 
various local societies and young Renwick was appointed 
clerk. Soon he was sent to Holland to be trained for the 
ministry and after only a few months was ordained by the 
Dutch Groningen Presbytery. 
By late 1683 Renwick was back in Scotland labouring in the 
midst of incredible hardship for the next four and a half years 
of his brief life. Field preaching had stopped following the 
defeat of Bothwell Bridge but he started it up again and felt a 
great burden to preach the gospel to sinners and to feed the 
flock of God while other ministers either remained silent out 
of fear, or had fled to the Continent, or were in prison. How 
Renwick escaped capture over these years is a remarkable 
story of God’s protection! He travelled usually at night, 
preached often in the open air, many times under cover of 
darkness, sometimes under the snow and rain. He slept in 
dens and caves. Anyone who provided him with food or a 
bed was severely punished – death, prison, crippling fines or 
banishment. Vast numbers of his hearers were killed, many 
without even the show of a trial. Because of poor food and 
lack of rest his health was often very bad and sometimes he 
was so weak that he had to be carried about from place to 
place. His story is a rebuke to us in our laziness and luxury.
James Nisbet gives the account of a sermon he heard on a day 
of incessant rain in December 1687. ‘Sweet and charming were 
the offers he made of Christ to all sorts of sinners’. When some 
of his hearers appeared troubled by the rain, Renwick, who 
refused the shelter of the tent out of sympathy to his hearers, 
said: ‘My dear friends, be not disturbed because of the rain, 
for to have a true interest in Christ the true Solomon and in 
the benefits of his blessed purchase is well worth enduring 
all temporary elementary storms that can fall on us, and this 
Solomon who is here pointed at endured a far other kind of 
storm for his people, even a storm of unmixed wrath; and O 

what would poor damned reprobates in hell give for this day’s 
offer of a sweet and lovely Christ to be their Redeemer!’
Here is a book which will edify your soul, move you to tears 
and stir you up to serve God in our day and generation.

William Macleod

A Guide to Christian Living
John Calvin

Soft Cover, Gift Edition, Banner of Truth, 168pp, £10.00 

From the moment I picked up this quality little book I was 
impressed with it. It had an instant appeal but the spiritual 

treasures opened up inside were an absolute delight. Of 
course it is Calvin, so one will know that this book will be one 
of great teaching. The book is described as being part of Book 
Three of the Institutes of the Christian Religion translated from 
the French edition of 1560. It has been written in an easily 
readable style and therefore could be enjoyed by young and 
old alike. Spiritual growth will surely come from this book, if 
read in the right spirit.
This little jewel of a book has been written in such a way that 
it acts as a daily guide to the Christian on his or her journey 
in this wilderness of the world. It has been written by one who 
sympathises with the believer’s many difficulties, with their 
soul trouble, the attacks of the enemy and the onslaughts of 
the world. As we walk by faith and not by sight, he teaches 
that we must deny ourselves and look to give our all to our 
God, to seek His holiness, casting off the ‘delights’ of the 
world as dross. We are reminded in the early parts of our 
fallen nature and the earnest need to be holy as God is holy, 
for we are His adopted children and therefore must forsake 
those things which are part of our natural sinful nature to seek 
true holiness and righteousness. We are reminded that we 
need to be emptied of self and filled with Christ, as He is to be 
our example in all things. As children are a natural reflection 
of their parents, we are exhorted that the closer we are to 
Christ the more we will be in His image and our light will so 
shine and glorify our Father in Heaven. The lessons go on as 
you continue through this book, which is a ‘walk’ by itself, as 
we are told that there is nothing defiled or polluted that can 
enter into the sanctuary of God. This should encourage us to 
strive for far more than lukewarmness in our lives and to be 
as those whose hearts burned within them. The lesson is to 
settle for nothing less!
Slip this easily-carried book into your pocket and when you 
have some time to read a passage, read it and take with you 
great lessons for life; they will surely benefit and bless you 
along the way!

Paul Horwood

Books
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During the height of his fame as a Highland evangelist, 
the Rev Lachlan MacKenzie was asked to preach in 
the Old Parish Church of St Nicholas, in Aberdeen. 

At the evening service the church was filled to its utmost 
capacity, and there was eager anticipation on the part of the 
worshippers. When Mr MacKenzie ascended the pulpit a 
titter went through the congregation when they beheld a 
man wearing a rough homespun suit, with long shaggy hair 
(so unlike the usual clergy of that time). But the moment 
he gave out his opening Psalm, a solemn stillness seemed to 
pervade the audience, and his opening prayer solemnised 
the people. The reading was the third chapter of Revelation, 
and he chose as his text the 20th verse: ‘Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him and sup with him, and he with 
me’. Standing erect in the pulpit, Mr MacKenzie commenced 
his sermon thus:

Once upon a time there lived in our Highlands a great Duke. 
He had a large estate, was very rich, and had everything in 
this world to make a man happy, if that were possible, so far as 
worldly gear was concerned. He was a widower, had an only 
child, a beautiful girl, who had a very sweet disposition, was 
very kind to the poor, and was beloved by all around. When 
she was 20 years of age her father said to her, ‘My daughter, 
next year you will become of age, and I intend to ask to the 
castle here, for a week’s festivities, all the young nobles of the 
land. I expect that many of them will be asking your hand 
in marriage, and I beg of you to see that you make a good 
choice, for your happiness in your after-life will depend on 
the choice you make. I might also say that, in case anything 
should happen to me, I have made my will, and everything I 
possess in this world at my death will belong to you’.
The time soon came for the celebration of her 21st birthday, 
and while her Ladyship was in her room with her maid 
dressing, in preparation for the reception of the guests, a 
loud knocking was heard at the back door of the court. One 
of the men-servants, on going out to see who was making 
such a noise, found a beggar man on crutches. The man-
servant ordered him to go away. ‘Don’t trouble her Ladyship 
today’, he said, ‘she is very busy, and a great many guests are 
coming shortly to the castle’.
But the beggar answered that he would not go away until he 
saw her Ladyship.
Thereupon the door was slammed in the beggar’s face; but he 
took up one of his crutches and laid on to the door, making 
such a noise that it brought back the servant, who threatened 
to put the dogs on to him if he did not go away. To this the 
beggar only replied that the dogs would not frighten him, 
and he would not go away until he had seen her Ladyship.

To try and frighten him the servant went to the kennels, 
and at once the dogs set up such a terrible howling that the 
noise reached her Ladyship’s ears; and she sent her maid 
to find out the meaning of it all. The maid returned with 
the information that it was a poor, lame, beggar man who 
wanted to see her Ladyship, and he would not go away until 
he saw her. ‘Very well’, replied her Ladyship, ‘I will be down 
presently. Tell him to wait till I come’.
Shortly afterwards her Ladyship went down (followed by a 
retinue of servants, in case any harm might come to her). 
Seeing the beggar, she asked him kindly, ‘Well, my good man, 
what do you want?’ He bowed, and then said, ‘I have come 
to ask your hand in marriage today’. Her Ladyship looked at 
him steadfastly for a moment, then stepping forward, said, 
‘Very well. Here it is’.
The beggar approached, bowed low, and taking her hand in 
his, kissed it, adding, ‘And on what day will you marry me?’ 
To which her Ladyship replied, ‘This day twelve months 
hence’.
On hearing her reply, the beggar gathered up his crutches 
and hobbled away, greatly to the relief and delight of the 
servants standing around, who thought that she had got rid 
of the beggar very quickly and easily.
During the week of the festivities many of the young nobles 
asked her hand in marriage, but all of them got the same 
reply, ‘I am betrothed already’.
Many began asking who the ‘lucky fellow’ was, but no one 
could tell. The servants, overhearing the conversations 
amongst the guests, began to wonder among themselves 
if it were really true that she had given away her hand in 
marriage to the beggar.
At last it came to her father’s ears that she had been asked by 
many, and all had been given the same refusal, and that she 
had already given her hand in marriage to a beggar, with a 
promise that it should take place in a year’s time. Her father 
was heart-broken.
‘Is it true, my daughter, that you have given your hand in 
marriage to a poor beggar man?’
‘Yes, father, it is quite true, and it will be alright’.
The week of festivities ended rather abruptly, everyone 
being greatly disappointed at the news of her betrothal to 
the beggar.
During the year, her father time after time called her to his 
side, saying, ‘Oh, my daughter! oh my daughter! comfort 
me. Tell me it is all a mistake’. But her answer was always the 
same, ‘It is quite true, and it will be alright’.
At length the year passed by. No preparation was made for 
the marriage, and on the day appointed her father sent for 
her, and said ‘You see, my daughter, there is no one coming’.
‘Oh, but he will come!’ she replied.

The Beggar's Proposal
A Story told by Rev Lachlan MacKenzie
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One o’clock chimed, yet no appearance of anyone coming. 
About two o’clock in the afternoon, however, a great noise 
was heard coming over the hill towards the castle. Everyone 
in the house rushed to the windows, and what they beheld 
was a wonderful procession of pipers, drummers and 
horsemen, in large numbers. Up to the front door of the 
castle came a guard of prancing horsemen, who lined both 
sides of the avenue. Wheeling around, they drew up, each 
horse facing the other and forming a guard of honour.
Then, last of all, came a beautiful prancing steed, with a 
noble rider on its back. On reaching the steps leading to 
the doorway of the castle, this rider threw himself from the 
saddle, ran up the steps, and embraced his beloved.
Who was he? The King’s son!
That morning twelve months before he had disguised 
himself as a poor beggar, and came in that way lest he 
should be too late. Recognising his eyes, she knew who he 
was, and kept his secret. So all were glad at the end.

Mr MacKenzie then repeated his text, ‘Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him and sup with him, and he 
with me’.
Who is standing at your heart’s door tonight, my people? 
Who is standing at your heart’s door and knocking tonight, 
my people? A beggar! One of whom it was said, ‘!e foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man hath not where to lay his head’. A Man whose face was 
more marred than that of any man. A beggar knocking at 
your heart’s door tonight, seeking admission. If you will give 
Him your hand in marriage, He will make you a Queen, for 
He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

At the close of the sermon the congregation were so moved 
that it was said that there were six hundred seeking souls in 
the church that night.

An honest and godly grocer got into debt with 
his wholesaler through no fault of his own. The 
whole¬saler insisted that in order to increase his 

turnover and so solve the debt problem, the grocer should 
take out a licence to enable him to sell bottled beer. The 
grocer felt he could not do this in good conscience as he 
believed it would be dishonouring to God. But he was in 
debt and he did not know how to get out of it. The debt-
collector who had been instructed to collect the money was 
also a godly man and a friend of the grocer. When he heard 
of the case he prayed that the way would open so that the 
trouble could be resolved satisfactorily for the grocer. Yet 
the debt-collector had orders to get the money, and he was 
obliged to obey.
The night before he proposed to call on his friend the grocer, 
the debt collector stayed at a hotel. He had a remarkable 
dream. In this dream he saw himself calling on the grocer 
early in the morning just as the family were about to sit down 
to breakfast. He was warmly asked to come in and share the 
meal, which he did. After breakfast the grocer reached for 
his Bible and, turning to the visitor, asked him if he would 
join them in family worship. The guest readily con¬sented 
and his host then read the twenty-third Psalm. But the 
words were as follows: ‘The Lord is my banker, I shall not 
fail: He maketh me to lie down in gold fields; He showeth 
me the combination of His truth; He restoreth my credit; 
He showeth me how to abide lawfully in faith; yea, though I 
walk through the valley of debt I will fear no evil for Thou 

art with me. Thy gold and Thy silver shall comfort me: Thou 
shalt furnish a way for me before the collector. Thou fillest 
my barrel with oil and it runneth over; surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will do 
business in the name of the Lord’. The collector then awoke 
and greatly wondered at this strange dream.
Rising early, he then went down to the house of the grocer. 
On arriving there, he was warmly welcomed by his friend 
who invited him to join them for a meal. The collector, 
marvelling that his dream was being carried out, went into 
the room. When the meal was ended, the grocer said that 
they were now going to have their morning worship. ‘Will 
you stay?’ he was asked. The collector readily assented.
The grocer opened his Bible and read the twenty-third 
Psalm, not as in the dream, but as in the Word of God. 
Then, kneeling down, he prayed in exactly the same words 
of confidence that the collector had heard in his dream. As 
he was on his knees, there was a ring on the shop bell. Going 
into the shop, he found a young man at the counter who 
presented him with a roll of notes and said, ‘My father has 
sent me to pay you a bill which only you and he knew about, 
and he is sorry that he has had to keep you such a long time’. 
The amount was more than necessary to pay the collector, 
who was now able joy¬fully to write the receipt and discharge 
the debt. Both the debt collector and the grocer were able to 
go on their way with new hope and courage in God. ‘Faithful 
is he that calleth you, who also will do it’ (1Thess.5:24).

Friendly Companion March 1995

All Things Work Together For Good
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Remittances - February 2010
   2010 2010  2009
   Feb Total     Total to Feb
Presbytery of Inverness   
Aberdeen  800 1,600  1,832
Duthil-Dores  1,771 3,647  3,060
Inverness  2,000 4,000  4,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,400 2,800  2,600
Total Inverness  5,971 12,047  11,492
   
Northern Presbytery   
Assynt & Scourie  0 0  0
Brora   1,500 1,500  2,600
Kiltearn  1,800 3,600  3,600
Tarbat   1,350 1,350  1,500
Total Northern  4,650 6,450  7,700
   
Southern Presbytery   
Arran   205 908  817
Ayr   95 95  200
Dumfries  0 0  0
Edinburgh  2,100 2,100  4,179
Glasgow - Partick 2,000 4,000  3,500
Glasgow - Shettleston 2,500 2,500  1,000
Glasgow - Knightswood 0 1,700  3,654
Rothesay  0 0  0
Total  Southern  6,900 11,303  13,350
   

Outer Hebrides Presbytery   
Cross   1,712 3,493  3,369
Harris - Leverburgh 1,000 2,000  2,000
Harris - Scalpay  1,700 3,400  3,170
Knock & Point  1,000 2,000  1,800
North Uist  1,000 2,000  1,600
Stornoway  0 5,681  9,478
Total Outer Hebrides 6,412 18,574  21,417
   
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron   
Bracadale  0 1,000  2,000
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 400  800
Glenelg & Arnisdale 0 153  269
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 2,600  2,650
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 0 550  2,316
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 525  1,750
Ullapool  400 400  0
Portree   1,200 2,400  2,400
Snizort   1,200 2,400  1,200
Strath   0 0  410
Total Skye & Lochcarron 4,100 10,428  13,795

Total Congregations  28,033 58,801  67,755
Other Donations  530 1,209  1,852
Legacy    0  0
TOTAL   28,563 60,010  69,607
Including Gift Aid  0  0

Dear Friends,

It has been quite a while since we updated you on our 
work and life in Zambia. As most of you know we have 
gone through some anxious times. The Lord however was 
in control and the way we are doing now is a testimony of 
God’s faithfulness. We want to thank you very much for your 
prayers; they were a wall around us. 
The four months we spent in The Netherlands have been 
good for us as a family. It took about 10 weeks for Mirjam to 
recover from tropical Malaria. The Lord gave strength at the 
right time to deliver our son Moses, September 18th. As far 
as we can see he has not been affected by the malaria, praise 
be to God. It could have been so different as 50% of babies 
from mothers with malaria in pregnancy do not survive or 
suffer severe brain damage. After a face-forward birth and 
some anxious quiet moments in the reanimation room he 
cried his lungs full. Moses is growing and developing well; 
playing with his hands, chatting, laughing and sleeping. This 
week he received his Zambian immunizations here at the 
clinic.
Joas and Rhode were asking the same question every day: 
“when are we going home?” November 17, we arrived in 

Zambia af-ter a tiring trip with four kids and lots of luggage. 
It’s good to be home again. Many friends came to give us a 
welcome visit in the first weeks. They also came to see our 
new arrival of course. Children from nearby villages passed 
us early in the morning on their way to school, calling our 
names “Rhoda! Joas! Obed! Mother of Rhoda!” It’s hard 
to describe the joy we saw in their eyes when we all came 
outside to meet them, also showing Moses. 
As usual, settling takes a lot of energy. It’s not just unpacking 
but also fixing lots of ‘little’ problems. This time mice had 
taken their residence in our absence. They ate our toys, 
Tupperware, shoes, storage boxes and even the pipes of the 
washing machine. The last one is a huge problem, having 
so much laundry every day. We ordered new pipes from 
South Africa (where the machine comes from) but we are 
still waiting for response. Also the plumbing was in a bad 
condition. 
Joas and Rhode are going to school every morning. A 
volunteer teacher has come with us for a year to do the home 
schooling with them. This is a huge blessing, especially for 
Mirjam as she has her hands full with Obed and Moses and 
many other home management duties. In the afternoons, Joas 
is busy setting up a soccer team with boys from surrounding 

Letter from Zambia
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villages and clearing a piece of land to make their soccer-
field. Rhoda loves to play guitar and is often singing with 
her friend Eunice. Mirjam started teaching playing recorder 
with Joas, Rhoda and three friends. A whole new world 
opens up as they learn how to read music notes. 
The rain season started gently in November and is getting 
heavier now. The Zambians are very busy now, plowing, 
sowing, planting and weeding their fields. This is a job 
done by the whole family; father plows, mother sows, big 
kids weed and young kids carry their baby siblings. The 
dry, brown land has turned into lush green, here and there 
beautiful flowers are blooming. Thousands of different 
insects are crawling and flying around (in and outside the 
house). The wild mango trees are bearing wonderful fruit, 
which is a blessing to the many people who already finished 
their food storages for this year.  
Because of the busy farm season, the college is closed 
(opening date Febr 23). Most of our students are farming 
to provide for their families as churches here are not paying 
their pastors. Sadly church attendance is very low as people 
even use the Lord’s Day to work at the field. We are trying 
to teach the people what a blessing it is to have this day of 
rest in the Lord, worshipping Him and asking for a blessing 
upon the work.  
Cees has been preaching in different churches again. Last 
Sunday was very encouraging when we visited the church of 
one of our graduates. He planted a new church about three 
years ago. When we visited him that time there were about 
10 people, gathered in a roofless, half walled in ‘building’, 
singing a bit uneasy. This time, however, we found a very 
nice looking local church building, mud walled and thatched 
roofed. The church was crammed with about 60 people, 
singing from a song book and listening very attentively to 
the sermon. Cees prepared an easy to understand message 
but found out the attendees could handle more and so he 
added more meat to the message. The visit was greatly 
appreciated with abundant hospitality; a meal with Nsima, 
rice, potatoes and chicken. It is good to visit our students 
and graduates in the heart of their ministry, to encourage 
and advise them.
On Mondays we receive brothers who apply to become a 
student at our College next school year which will start 
in February. Cees interviews them about their conversion 
and calling to the ministry, and their responsibility and 
gifts to lead the church. Cees also speaks with the church 
representatives of these brothers about their life and 
ministry in the church. There might be reasons to not 
accept someone or to postpone studies for a year. So far, we 
have about 9 serious applicants. 
Mirjam is running the Children’s Ministry every Saturday 
afternoon, assisted by Zambian friends and Joas and Rhoda. 
This sea-son, the kids come late because they all have to 
work at the field first. It is amazing they still come though, 
having worked very hard and walking long distances. Even 
if the only reason for coming to the program would be the 
bun they receive at the end… they still get to hear Gods 
Word. We started to teach the advent stories in preparation 

for Christmas. 90% 
of the kids (150) only 
hear a Bible story 
in our program on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Isn’t this reason enough 
to prepare and teach 
God’s Word every 
week! When we look into the faces of these kids and realize 
their need for Christ in their lives, we are filled with love 
for them and pray for God’s blessing upon this ministry. It 
is not a burden at all to run this program, it’s a joy! With 
Christmas we will have a special program with new bible 
songs, games, a bible lesson, a craft, a meal and a gift at the 
end, all Lord willing.
Prayer Requests
We always appreciate your prayers. Here are some prayer 
requests for the coming time:
 - Health and safety (probably one of the biggest  
 concerns for a family with young kids, living in  
  settings);
 - God’s blessing upon the sowed fields, and steady  
 rains;
 - Perseverance for all the pastors and students  
 who labor in Gods vineyard;
 - Thanksgiving that all the colleagues arrived  
 safely back from furlough;
 - To work with faith and joy within our daily life  
 circumstances. 

We hope and pray for God’s blessing in your lives, may the 
Lord provide in all your needs. Fix your eyes upon Jesus.

With love,
Mirjam Molenaar 

Letter From Zambia  

Left and Below:
Cees with the smaller 
Molenaar children:

Obed and Moses



Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal,
The Lord knoweth them that are his.

And,
Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:19
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Presentation to Mrs Mary Gillies
At the Commission of Assembly on Tuesday 2nd March, the Moderator, Rev Bill Scott, presented Mrs Mary 
Gillies with a painting and two pots of flowers as a token of appreciation for the excellent work she had done 
over many years as the Financial Administrator of the Church.  Mrs Gillies was presented to the Moderator 

by Rev Murdo Angus Macleod, Convenor of the Finance Committee.


