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At a recent Commission of Assembly some members 
were concerned that we might be regarded as 
schismatics. !e question was then asked, What 

is a schismatic? It was explained that various people used 
the term in di$erent ways and some indeed viewed it as 
a somewhat positive term and glory in separation. On 
returning home I looked up a dictionary of the Christian 
church and discovered that the early church father Cyprian 
regarded schismatics as worse than apostates and Augustine 
had a similar view. For them, salvation was only to be 
found in the catholic or mother church. At the time of the 
Reformation, there was basically only one church in Western 
Europe. !e Reformers were called schismatics by the 
Roman Catholics. !e same was the case when the Reformed 
church was established in countries like Scotland, England 
and the Swiss states (Geneva, Basle, Zurich etc). !ose who 
disassociated themselves from these national churches were 
regarded as dangerous fanatics and schismatics.
What is a Schismatic?
As with every other aspect of theology we must look 
to the Word of God for our definitions and for sound 
teaching. Paul’s words to the Romans are very helpful: 
‘Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good 
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple’ 
(Rom.16:17-18). A schismatic is one who causes divisions 
and offences, that is someone who divides the church, who 
causes splits. But it is vital to notice the qualification here, 
‘contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned’. Someone 
who stands for the truth is not a schismatic. We have a duty 
to ‘earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints’ (Jude 3). Keeping the peace at the expense 
of truth is not allowed. If we stand for sound doctrine, 
biblical worship and faithful discipline and are forced out of 
a church we are not schismatics but good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ who endure hardness for His sake (2Tim.2:3). Even 
if the majority in the church take a certain stand that does 
not make it right. Christ is the Lord and Head of the church 
and He gives the laws, rules, beliefs and practices. He does 
not give to popes or bishops a kingship over His church. 
Even presbyteries do not have the right to rule the church 
in any way but as He lays down in His Word. So if any in 
this situation are to be termed schismatics it is those who in 

any circumstances force a division and compel the faithful 
believing minority to leave by their own adherence to error 
or excusing of immorality.
Church Divisions
In the New Testament age there was only one organisation 
which was the church. In many ways that is the ideal. There 
is only one true, invisible church and there will be only 
one church in heaven. There were stresses in some New 
Testament congregations, eg in Corinth where party spirit 
had to be strongly rebuked. One said ‘I am of Paul’, and 
another ‘I am of Apollos’, and another ‘I am of Cephas’, and 
even another ‘I am of Christ’. The different groups were 
hostile to each other. In 3 John we read of Diotrephes who 
loved to have the pre-eminence and cast folk out of the 
church. Yet because of the authoritative position held by the 
apostles the unity could be maintained and heretical and 
immoral disturbers of the peace dealt with. Our situation 
today is very different. There are thousands of different 
ecclesiastical bodies around the world claiming to be 
churches. Even in Scotland we have many groups. Among 
most of them true Christians are to be found. Each of the 
Presbyterian churches in Scotland is somewhat inclined to 
think of itself as the one true church in Scotland. There are 
some in the Church of Scotland who think all the other 
churches are schismatics. It is the same with some in the 
Free Presbyterian Church, the Free Church and the Free 
Church (Continuing). All these claim to represent the true 
Reformed church of Scotland to whom, they assert, belongs 
the heritage of the Reformation. We need to rethink this 
teaching which tends to exalt ourselves and to describe 
all others as schismatics. There are more true children 
of God to be found in the Church of Scotland than in all 
the other churches put together. However the Church of 
Scotland, being a broad church, unhappily suffers from the 
serious problems which afflict all broad churches, such as 
the toleration of false doctrine. Other churches in Scotland 
have more or less of the truth, stronger in some areas but 
weaker in others. The churches must not come together by 
sacrificing the truth. We are all to stand conscientiously for 
the truth as we see it in the Scriptures. Far more important 
than the name which we have or the historical record which 
we may claim to bear over the centuries of the past is this 
supremely vital factor: the gospel which we preach and live 
today.

Schism
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Civil Magistrate
Within the Scottish Presbyterian churches, apart from 
the United Free Church, all the others believe in the 
Establishment Principle. This means that the State has a 
duty to protect and support the church and the church 
has a duty to advise the State. In Scotland the Church of 
Scotland is the one Established Church and is recognised 
by the civil magistrate as such. The Free Church in 1843 
proclaimed that they left a ‘vitiated Establishment’ in the 
hopes of eventually returning to a pure one. We believe 
in the Establishment Principle but for the sake of truth 
we are outside the Establishment. Though the Lord High 
Commissioner annually visits the Free Church of Scotland 
General Assembly that does not make the Free Church an 
‘established’ church. There can be only one in a country. 
The visit is simply a courtesy. In matters of law and order 
Scripture states, ‘Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 
receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same: for he is the minister of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 
the sword in vain’ (Rom.13:2-4). But it is no part of the office 
of the civil magistrate to assess the soundness or spirituality 
of a church. A church therefore which is officially recognised 
in any country as established may in God’s sight be a very 
Laodicean church. If it has ministers who deny the physical 
resurrection of Christ, the substitutionary atonement, the 
necessity of the new birth and justification by faith alone, 
then its recognition by the magistrate as the established 
church is of very little account in God’s eyes.
!e Reformation Church
It has been common for the theologians within Scottish 
Presbyterian churches to claim that theirs and theirs alone is 
the true church of Scotland, the church of the Reformation. 
For example Ebenezer Erskine of the Secession Church 
fell out with Whitefield because he preached for Church 
of Scotland ministers. Erskine believed that the Secession 
Church was the true Church of Scotland and that Whitefield 
should have nothing to do with the larger, corrupt body. 
A similar position is to be found among some in the 

Free Presbyterian Church, the Free Church and the Free 
Church (Continuing). We must all beware of arrogance, 
of unchurching other churches and referring to them as 
schismatics. While we may believe that our church is the 
best and most faithful to Reformation principles we must 
also recognize at least some other churches as true churches 
of Christ.

Divisions
Hodge, commenting on the words, ‘that there be no divisions 
(schisms) among you’ (1Cor.1:10), defines schism as 
‘unauthorised separation from the church’. These divisions in 
Corinth were caused by party strife and alienation of feelings 
rather than over heresies or immorality. Paul later in his 
epistle states: ‘I hear that there be divisions (schisms) among 
you; and I partly believe it. For there must be also heresies 
among you, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you’ (1Cor.11:18-19). There were cliques in 
the church such as the rich versus the poor. Paul was loath to 
believe what he was hearing yet he had to, because he knew 
that such things do happen and that God has a purpose in 
permitting them. God is testing His people so that the true 
disciples will come out as gold from the fire. In every division 
the question must be asked, Is this division due to a lack of 
love to one another or is it due to fundamental principles 
which have been violated? If wickedness is being tolerated, 
or heresy being proclaimed, then, when all else fails, division 
is required. Paul states quite clearly with regard to an 
immoral member of the church at Corinth: ‘In the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and 
my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver 
such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus …Know 
ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge 
out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as 
ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote unto you 
in an epistle not to company with fornicators’ (1Cor.5:4-9). 
In the cause of truth and righteousness, painful though it is, 
separation is sometimes required, but it must never be over 
secondary matters.

"We must all beware of 
arrogance, of unchurching 

other churches and 
referring to them as 

schismatics. We must also 
recognize at least some 
other churches as true 

churches of Christ."
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A Dedicated Pastor

Jonathan Edwards was convinced that he could accomplish 
the greatest good by study, preaching, writing, counselling, 
and through prayer. Much of this was accomplished in 

his study where he poured out his soul in fervent prayer and 
counselled many members of his congregation.
His sermons were carefully written out, reasoned, doctrinal 
statements, based on solid Biblical exegesis and with the 
characteristic Puritan application to head and heart, to faith 
and practice. He divided his sermons into three sections – Text, 
Doctrine and Application – each saturated with Scripture. His 
style was described as restrained, and powerful. Edwards 
encouraged the intellectual development of his members by 
lending out his books. 
A Strict Disciplinarian
When it became apparent that some of the communicants 
were not sincere, Edwards forbad their participation in the 
Lord’s Supper. This caused much dissention amongst his 
congregation. He insisted that only persons that had made 
a public profession of faith, which included a creditable 
description of their personal conversion experience, could 
receive communion. This reversed the Open Communion 
position of his grandfather and led to him being voted out of 
the church by an overwhelming 230 to 23. 
Rejected
Some complained of Edwards’ practice of not visiting the 
homes of congregants, but rather receiving those seeking 
counsel in his study. In order to make more time for his 
writing ministry, Edwards preferred those needing counsel to 
come to his study, rather than travelling to visit every member 
in the congregation as a matter of routine. Others were 
offended by Edwards’ ‘harsh’ dealing with several young men 
who had transgressed accepted ethical standards, by reading 
their names from the pulpit. As several of these were from 
well-placed Northampton families, it earned him the enmity 
of several families. Many status-conscious, established families 
did not like being reminded that their personal achievements 
amounted to ‘filthy rags’ in God’s sight. Edwards conscientious 
insistence on congregational purity had embarrassed many of 
the Northamptonites who were more concerned with their 
social standing. 
Exiled
On 1st July, 1750, with no post to move to, Edwards preached 
his farewell sermon to the church at Northampton. He then 
became a missionary to Housatomic Indians in the frontier 
town of Stockbridge. This began seven years of hardship and 

practical exile. He was regarded as a worldly failure, having 
been dismissed from the pastorate, and forced to live in abject 
poverty. And yet, in many ways, this missionary posting on 
the frontier led to the most productive time of his writing 
ministry. 
True and False Conversions
In his Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God 
(1741), Jonathan Edwards distinguished between true and 
false conversions. ‘In the main, there has been a great and 
marvellous work of conversion and sanctification among the 
people here’. However, he reported irregularities and excesses 
requiring one to ‘Try the spirits whether they are of God’ 
(1John 4:1).
Outwardly, the saved abandoned old vices and contentious 
ways. Inwardly they testified to a new and lively sense of God’s 
presence and a new attitude and disposition towards spiritual 
matters. However, the Revival was marred by emotionalism 
and disorderly behaviour by some. Edwards pointed out that 
God created the soul with two faculties: intellect and will. One 
could possess speculative knowledge without a transformed 
heart. 
For example, we may memorise a mathematical formula 
or the Ten Commandments, but the mere knowledge 
may not necessarily influence our motives and actions. 
Edwards discussed non-signs that neither confirm, nor deny, 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. Amongst these Edwards 
included intense religious experience, ‘bodily manifestations’, 
extensive and fervent religious conversation, devotion to 
religious practices, knowledge of Scripture and even direct 
communication by God. As he pointed out, in the Scriptures, 
God even spoke to reprobates. 
!e Marks of a True Christian
The signs of a true Christian, Edwards identified as 
wholehearted love for God and our Lord Jesus Christ, not for 
the benefits of peace, comfort or eternal life – though these do 
come as by-products of salvation. Rather, however, the true 
believer loves God for who God is, not only for what God 
does. 
Spiritual affections incline our sinful self away from self-
interest towards God’s glory. The real distinguishing marks of 
a true believer can be seen in the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control (Gal.5:22-23).
Holiness comes from the heart, or the will, rather than from 
our understanding. Holy affections (emotions and the will) are 
the substance of genuine faith.

Jonathan Edwards 
A Mind on Fire for Christ 

and America’s Greatest Theologian 
(Part II)

Dr Peter Hammond (South Africa) 
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The work of the Spirit of God is seen in those who are: 
humble, loving in spirit, spiritually hungry, self-reflective and 
steady, and abiding in holy affections. The chief sign of all 
the signs of grace, the true mark of a Christian, is found in 
Christian love in action. ‘Godliness in the heart has as direct 
a relationship to practice as a fountain has to a stream or as 
the luminous nature of the Sun has to beams sent forth, or as 
life has to breathing’. 
True Love is Seen in SacriFce
Christian faith in action, lived out consistently, amidst the trials 
of life, is the most convincing evidence of true Christianity. 
A person may feel intensely, talk, listen, sing and pray, but 
unless these are accompanied by integrity and works of love 
and mercy, they are not convincing proof of the work of 
regeneration. Edwards encouraged his readers to distinguish 
genuine Christian experience from the counterfeit, not so 
much by what people said, but by what they did. 
A Joyful Faith
Jonathan Edwards insisted that believers should expect joy 
from their faith. True Christianity ‘begets love and peace, 
goodwill one towards another, brotherly kindness, mutual 
benevolence, generosity and a concern for one another’s 
welfare.’
A Matter of the Heart
Edwards taught that ‘true religion’ is first and foremost a 
matter of the heart. One can see one in whom the Spirit of 
God is working because the Holy Spirit re-orientates their 
soul. The most important evidence of regeneration is the 
turning of the heart, transforming our affections, causing us 
to love God’s will and take delight in pursuing His ways.
God Himself
God Himself is the source of all that is good, true and 
beautiful. A loving union with God brings unprecedented 
joy and personal fulfilment and a Biblical love of God and 
our neighbour. He quoted Augustine’s Confessions: ‘You have 
made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in 
you’. 
Edwards taught that God has created us to have a longing 
that only He can satisfy. However, we sinners try to fill this 
God-shaped vacuum with idols of pride, greed and lust. He 
taught that goodness can never be separated from godliness. 
That which is not done to serve Christ can in no way be called 
good. 
Creation TestiFes to the Creator
Edwards taught that everything in nature and history speaks 
of Christ and His Gospel, if only it is rightly understood. He 
showed images, types and shadows of divine things in nature 
and history. 
For example, he taught that springtime’s gradual progress 
is ordained by God to illustrate the gradual increase in the 
Kingdom of God on earth. And that the ‘filth’ in which newly 
born babies are covered is God’s way of stressing to us the 
sinfulness of all men. 
Calvinism vs Arminianism
He taught that the Calvinist doctrine of predestination provides 
the greatest support for true morality. Better than any other 
alternate view, he showed that Calvinism holds human beings 

responsible for their own actions. Freedom and predestination 
are essentially compatible. His book, Original Sin, is a solid 
defence of the controversial doctrine of predestination. He 
showed the logical incoherence of Arminianism. Edwards 
was not a fatalist. People are accountable to God and fully 
responsible for their own actions. Yet it is God’s grace alone 
which saves sinners. 
Emotion vs Emotionalism
Many of Edwards’ works defended the revivals against those 
who would have no emotion in their religion, and those who 
would have nothing but emotion in theirs. 
Jonathan Edwards was a very disciplined person who 
maintained a life-long habit of rising at 4am. Most of his 
days were devoted to intensive studying, sermon preparation 
and writing. He insisted that true Christianity is rooted in a 
changed heart. His Treatise on Religious Affections (1746) is 
a masterpiece of spiritual discernment. Jonathan Edwards 
combined intellect and piety, head and heart, doctrine and 
devotion in an extraordinary balance. 
With the Last of the Mohicans
During his seven years missionary work in Stockbridge, 
Jonathan Edwards was associated with the last of the Mohicans. 
Mohican children boarded at the mission school, and his son, 
Jonathan, spent a year in Mohican villages learning their 
language. When the French and Indian War broke out, the 
Mohicans abandoned Stockbridge, some to fight alongside 
the English. 
Called to Princeton
Finally, after seven years of exile at Stockbridge, Jonathan 
Edwards’ intellectual stature was finally recognised when 
he was invited to become President of the new college 
at Princeton. He arrived in January 1758, but due to an 
experimental inoculation against smallpox, which he received 
on 13th February, he died of the disease on 22nd March. He 
was just 55 years old. 
Called to Glory
His last words spoke of his love for his wife Sarah (who was 
still packing up their belongings in Stockbridge in preparation 
for their move to New Jersey) and urged his children to find 
faith in God. He asked that he be not given an elaborate 
funeral, but that what money was available rather be given 
to charity. His last words to his daughter, who was caring for 
him, were: ‘Trust in God, and you need not fear’.
He Still Speaks to Us Today
Tragically, the major work which Jonathan Edwards was 
beginning, that of arranging a synthesis of Christian doctrine 
and ethics, arranged historically, was barely begun. However, 
numerous other works which were almost complete at his 
death were later finalised and printed including: The End for 
Which God Created the World (1765); Nature of True Virtue 
(1765) and History of Redemption (1774). Because of his 
writings, his personal example of holiness and his influence 
as a dedicated church leader, Jonathan Edwards has continued 
to exert a tremendous influence on Reformed churches in 
America and Great Britain. His defence of historic Calvinism 
held back the oncoming tidal wave of rationalism and 
romanticism. In many ways Edwards’ long years of isolation 
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on the mission field helped produce some of his greatest 
writings which continue to be a blessing to the church today.
Edwards’ call for prayer for revival – A Humble Attempt to 
Promote Explicit Agreement and Visible Unity of God’s People 
in Extraordinary Prayer for the Revival of Religion (1749) 
was widely circulated throughout the British Isles and had 
a tremendous influence on William Carey who carried this 

book to India. Jonathan Edwards’ insistence on a vibrant 
faith of head and heart, holiness and service, continues to 
challenge and rebuke Christians to this day.
‘Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen’ 
(1Tim.1:17).

The 57th Free Church School in Theology was held 
between 14th and 17th September. In all about 50 men 
gathered at some point over the four days of the School, 

mostly for the full period. The School is residential, meeting 
in the pleasant surroundings of the Boys’ Brigade Training 
Centre at Carronvale House, Larbert (near Falkirk). It is 
designed for the encouragement of ministry and fellowship 
and is committed to the full-orbed Reformed Faith. There 
is an evening session on the Monday, a morning session 
on Thursday, and two full days in between. A wide range 
of theological, biblical, practical and pastoral subjects are 
addressed in 7 main addresses. Besides this there is a slot for 
presentation of missionary work and one for book reviews. 
In addition there are early morning prayer meetings, daily 
devotionals and evening worship.
The standard of papers, and the spiritual tone of the School 
this year were outstanding. There was a felt presence of the 

Lord, and a wonderful spirit of harmony among the men who 
gathered. The spread of nationalities of those who attended 
was remarkable. There were men from England, Ireland, 
United States, Canada, Sri Lanka, Italy, South Korea and 
Singapore, besides Scotland.
On the Monday evening Andrew Quigley, pastor of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Airdrie, gave a lively and 
challenging address on ‘John Calvin: Life and Lessons.’ There 
was another paper on Calvin on the Wednesday evening, 
Malcolm Watts (Emmanuel, Salisbury) addressing ‘Calvin’s 
Theology’ in a moving and instructive paper. William Macleod 
(Knightswood, Glasgow) spoke helpfully on Jeremiah on 
the Tuesday morning and in the afternoon Gavin Beers 
(Ayr) presented a stimulating case for Christian Education. 
Church history was the theme that evening, John J Murray 
(Glasgow) speaking on the 1859 Revival, reflecting the 150th 
anniversary of that movement of the Lord. On the Wednesday 

School in Theology 2009
Rev John W. Keddie

Group Photo - Left to Right: 
(Rear) Revs James Hamilton, Aaron Lewis, Maurice Roberts, Jeremy Brooks, Ian Budgen & Arthur Bentley-Taylor.

(Back Row) David Lachman, Revs Derek Petrie & Andrew Quigley, Raymond Kemp, Roddy MacKay, Joachim Parker, 
Charlie Webster, Revs David Silversides & Richard Ross, Iain MacPherson, Bill McQueer, Dr David Chen.

(Middle Row) Ruaridh MacLeod, Rev Robert Josey, Paul Keating, Stuart MacKay, Matthew Fraser, Rev David Fraser, 
Sam Semmens, Dr Andrew Naylor, Rev Sam Watson, Shanmugam Partheepan, Revs Calum Iain MacLeod & 

Dr Young Chul Whang, Davide Ratti, James MacInnes.
(Front Row) Rev William Macleod, John Lodge, Rev Gavin Beers, Dr Donald Boyd, Revs Richard Knodel, Trevor Kirkland, 

Malcolm Watts & John J Murray, Donald John Morrison, James Harren, Revs John Keddie & Alasdair MacLachlan.
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morning Jeremy Brooks (Protestant Truth Society) dealt with 
‘The Sufficiency of Scripture’, emphasising the centrality 
of Scripture in the life of the Church. This was another 
extremely capable address. The School was rounded off by 
Arthur Bentley-Taylor’s (Workington) helpful remarks on 
‘Counselling the Dying and Bereaved’, directing our thoughts 
particularly to the experiences of Job. During the School a 
presentation was made by John Lodge of the work of the 
Middle East Reformed Fellowship. The morning devotionals 
led by Sam Watson (Belfast) set the tone beautifully for every 
day, uplifting the Saviour and His work from Hebrews 9:26. 

All in all it was a privilege to be present at the School. The 
papers were earnest, moving, instructive and stimulating. 
For the week the Carronvale House seemed a Bethel to those 
present. CDs are available for all the addresses. These can be 
heard on the web-site: www.schoolintheology.org.uk. Lord 
willing it is anticipated that the School will be held again in 
Carronvale next year, 6th-9th September. 
For information contact the Secretary: 

Rev John J Murray, 
7 Greenacres Way, 
Glasgow, G53 7BG.

‘Now, once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ’ (Hebrews 9:26)

This verse states the fact of the appearance of Christ 
upon this earth in bodily form – what we call the 
incarnation. !e writer here records and states an 

historical fact occurring in the course of this world’s events. 
He appeared. It is, of course, important that we establish 
exactly to whom Paul was referring here and the context from 
v24 tells us it was Christ, ‘For Christ is not entered into the 
holy place made with hands … but now … hath appeared’. 
And as we study this book further it shows 
(a) The Divinity of the One Who Appeared 
In Hebrews the contrast is made between the OT Aaronic 
Priests and Priesthood and Christ and His Melchisedecian 
Priesthood. And so Hebrews makes clear who Jesus Christ 
is.  Go back to Chap 1:2 and it says He is God’s Son, the 
appointed Heir of all things and the Creator of the worlds. 
V3 concentrates our thoughts on the Eternal being of Christ, 
‘who being the brightness of the Father’s glory’ – the shining 
out of divine light and glory, ‘and the express image of his 
person’ – the visible expression and essence of what God is, 
‘and upholding all things by the word of His power’ – the 
One who called the world into existence by an utterance (the 
voice of His will) and who keeps the world in its being by an 
expression (the word of His power). V6 says He is worthy of 
the worship of angels. V8 indicates He is Sovereign Ruler. 
To Him the words of Psalm 45 are addressed, ‘Thy throne 
O God is for ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is 
the sceptre of thy kingdom’. Verse 10 speaks of Him as the 
eternal Creator, ‘Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of 
thine hands’. So the One appearing here has been clearly 
identified in this book of Hebrews as God the Son; God the 
Sovereign and God the Creator. There is no doubt about the 
full Divinity of this Person. He is God the Son, the Second 
Person of the Divine Trinity.

(b) The Humanity of the One Who Appeared
He (God the Son) appeared on earth. !is Divine Person was 
made manifest and was seen and encountered on this earth 
as One possessing a real and true humanity. In 2:9 we read 
that ‘he was made a little lower than the angels … that he 
by the grace of God should taste death for every man’. And 
v14 is even more explicit ‘Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of %esh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil’. !us the One 
who appeared was born at Bethlehem – a fact; He developed 
as a boy – a fact; He passed through puberty and teenage 
years – a fact; He became an adult – a fact; He was a man – 
a real man, a fully human man. He became one with us in 
His humanity, bone of our bone and %esh of our %esh. He 
came to dwell as man with men and His nature was identical 
with ours in that respect. Chapter 2:17 says that ‘in all things 
it behoved him to be made like unto (us) his brethren’ and 
Scripture quali#es that in only two ways – His was (unlike 
ours) a Virgin Birth (or conception), and His was (unlike 
ours) a sinless life. But in all else in His humanity He was 
like us from the hour of His birth to the day of His death. He 
wasn’t a freak in appearance, but in Nazareth folk identi#ed 
Him as ‘Mary’s boy – you know, the carpenter: ‘is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary?’ (Mk.6:3). Nor was there anything 
in the experience of our humanity which lay outside the range 
of His experience. He knew loneliness, weariness, hunger, 
thirst, pain, grief, trial, scorn, rejection and death itself. And 
so Paul can say in 4:15 ‘For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our in#rmities, but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin’. 
(c) !e Mystery of the One Who Appeared 
He was one Person (not a  split personality), yet He appeared 
on earth possessing these two natures – divine and human. 
He did not divest Himself of His divinity in becoming man. 
I know that Philippians 2:7 says literally that ‘he emptied 
Himself ’ (AV ‘made himself of no reputation’) but do you 

The Appearance He Made, Part I
Rev Samuel Watson, EPCI, Finaghy, Belfast. 

!is is the substance of his "rst devotional given at the School in !eology in Larbert 2009
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see how He emptied Himself? Paul says by taking ‘the form 
of a servant’, ie He emptied Himself actually by adding to 
Himself that which He was not and had not before – His 
humanity. He emptied Himself by humbling Himself to 
come to this earth in the form of a servant. And so He 
appeared on earth as the unique God-Man – as Immanuel, 
God with us. Now this is a mystery which we cannot fully 
understand or explain, but it is fact. In His appearance on 
earth during those 33 years He gave evidence of His real 
humanity as I have just indicated; and although he largely 
veiled His divinity from sight, it came shining through at 
various times as, eg, at His baptism, in His miracles, by His 
trans#guration etc. !e Westminster Confession of Faith 
puts it like this, ‘Two whole, perfect and distinct natures, 
the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined 
together in one person, without conversion, composition or 
confusion. Which person is very God and very man, yet one 
Christ, the only mediator between God and man’.
Application
(1) The Uniqueness of Christ 
We live today in a multi-cultural society – one in which 
we are called upon to have respect and tolerance for 
those who differ from us in their beliefs. I personally do 
not have a problem with that. However we are also being 
encouraged to accept the view that every religion is as 
valid and true as the other and that I do not accept. Often 
today to claim a uniqueness for Jesus Christ that surpasses 
all other ‘prophets’ and ‘saviours’ is deemed to be extreme 
and fanatical. The Christian Gospel is tolerated in so far as 
it does not make exclusive claims. Declare that our Lord is 
the only Saviour of sinners and you are immediately persona 
non grata in many circles. But Jesus is unique. There is none 
other like Him. And however it may offend people (Race 
Relations Boards and Equality Commissions and the like) 
we must never deviate, publicly or privately, from declaring 
the uniqueness and glory of our Lord in all the Divinity, 
Humanity and Mystery of His Person.
(2) The Awe & Reverence due to Christ
One of the things which disturbs me at times is the over-
familiarity with which some believers speak of and to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Now of course there must be a personal 
intimacy in our communion with Him; and there should 
be obvious evidence of a close and loving relationship with 
our Lord. But of the sinless angels it is said in 1:6 ‘when 
he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship him’. On command 
from the eternal throne, the innumerable host of angels 
bring their adoration to Him. And the point of this passage 
in chapter 1 is to show the superiority of Christ over the 
angels. The Lord Jesus Christ, exalted at God’s right hand 
bears the glorious, holy, terrible name of Jehovah! The name 
Jesus, in itself suggestive of the meekness and lowliness 
of the days of his flesh, nevertheless is vested with all the 
glory and all the majesty of the ineffable name, and calls 
for the submission and homage of all creatures. Now if the 
sinless angels bow in reverent worship before Him, how 
much more ought sinful men and women. It utterly grieves 

me to hear, even religious people, speaking of God as ‘the 
man up above’. Of particular concern to me just now is not 
whether it is theologically imprecise or incorrect but the 
utter irreverence it shows. And it seems that in an effort to 
‘connect’ with today’s generation – and in particular, the 
young generation – the whole approach of many in worship 
is to treat Jesus as their ‘pal’. He is the ‘guy’ to whom you 
can turn in any way, at any time, for any thing! It is almost 
as if you whistle, like a dog He’ll come running! Repeat His 
name often enough and you will get a warm feeling! My 
friends, this is all wrong! Jesus is God. He is not there to be 
manipulated or for our convenience. Worship is not about 
Him making us feel good, but about us seeking to render 
glory to Him – to recognize and give to Him the worth that 
is His. He is to be approached and worshipped with godly 
fear and reverential awe.
(3) The Amazing Grace of God in Christ 
We have been thinking of the appearance of Jesus Christ 
upon earth, but as you know that appearance did not occur 
in a vacuum. It was in ful#lment of a divine plan, it was the 
consequence of divine love, it was the outworking of a divine 
covenant and all designed to redeem sinners! Never ever 
must we lose sight of the fact that ‘God so loved the world 
that He gave His Only Begotten Son’. !at ‘herein is love – 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins’. And that it was ‘when the 
fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were 
under the law that we might receive the adoption of sons’. 
Let me ask you, Does the grace of God in redemption #ll you 
with awe and wonder? !at Almighty God, who could (and 
did) form the world by the word of His power (He spoke 
and it was accomplished), when it came to the redemption 
of sinners, did not just speak a word, but sent the Eternal 
Word. He did not send one of the creatures under His 
command – however glorious and sinless – but His beloved 
Son. ‘He … spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all’. Does that not reach to your heart and cause you to 
bow your head in sheer amazement, humble adoration and 
loving gratitude?
(4) The Humility Exemplified by Christ 
Here I can do no better than simply refer you to Paul in 
Phil.2:5-8: ‘let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God; but made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross’. One of the most pressing sins that 
we have to battle with (and perhaps especially ministers) 
is that of pride – of thinking more highly of ourselves than 
we ought to think. And if that is the case with us it has to 
be because we think too little of the Christ, professedly 
whose we are and whom we serve. May our consideration 
of the appearance of Christ in all the Divinity, Humanity 
and Mystery of His Person help to redress the balance, if 
that is so.
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News

American Conference 2009 
Rev Gavin Beers

The annual Free Church Family 
Conference in North America 

was held in Rockingham County, 
Virginia from 10th - 14th August 
2009. Attendance at the conference has 
continued to grow from its inception 
in 2005 and with this, interest in the 
testimony of our Church is increasing 
in North America. This year 196 
people attended the conference from 
fifteen different US states whereas 
we presently have works in only five 
states. 
The speakers at the conference were Rev 
Gavin Beers who spoke on ‘Encounters 
at the Cross’; Rev David Murray who 
preached three sermons from Song of 
Solomon: Christ Drawing, Dwelling 
with and Delighting in His people; 
Rev Sherman Isbell who spoke on 
Predestination; Rev Sean Humby who 
spoke on Secret Prayer, and Rev Rob 
McCurley who gave three sermons 
on Spiritual Declension. All of these 
sermons are available to download free 
from: www.freechurchconference.org. 
The focus of the conference continues 
to be the spread of experimental 
Calvinism in North America and it is 

clear that many come to the conference 
with hunger for this kind of preaching, 
and leave it with an even greater hunger 
for it. One gauge of this has been the 
sales from the book-table which this 
year amounted to a total of $5800. 
The many children who come have 
clearly formed strong friendships from 
their attendance at past conferences 
and many of them display a healthy 
interest in the same truths held dear by 
their parents. With the blessing of God 
this bodes well for the future of our 
congregations in North America. 
In 2010 the conference is planned to 
take place from August 9th – 13th with 
Rev. Maurice Roberts and Rev David 
Murray expected to be among the 
speakers. Visitors from the UK would 
be warmly welcomed and greatly 
benefited so if it is within your means 
to attend, put it in your plans.

Subscriptions
Rev David Blunt

Forms for Subscriptions and Gift 
Subscriptions were circulated with 

the November issue of the Witness. 
If you have not yet renewed your 
subscription then we encourage you to 
do so as soon as possible. Please note 
that the following subscription rates 

will apply for the magazine during 
2010:
 UK – £25.00
 Europe (Airmail) – £30.00
 Overseas (Airmail) – £35.00
The congregational rate will be 
£22.00.
We regret the increase in our rates 
this year but this is due to increases 
in printing and postal charges. If 
you have any queries regarding your 
subscription then please contact the 
Subscriptions Secretary at:
sandrajudge@btinternet.com

Holiday to Israel
It is hoped DV to organise a 

10-day trip to Israel for 
October 2010. !is will be a 
fully guided tour for anyone 
from our own denomination
and any other like-minded 

friends. 
For more information
Tel Rev K Macdonald:

 01859 540430
or email:

revkmacd@googlemail.com
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Resignation of Financial 
Administrator 
Rev John Keddie

For the past ten years Mary Gillies 
has served in administering the 

book-keeping, banking and financial 
accounting functions of the Church. 
Her work has been invaluable, and 
has been carried out with unfailing 
competence, helpfulness and patience. 
Always obliging and willing in all she 
did in this capacity, the Church is 
greatly in her debt for what she has 
done to sustain the recording and 
reporting of the central finances. As 
Honorary General Treasurer I can 
testify to her gracious and willing 
service in providing all necessary 
information required from time to 
time. She has now passed on the reins 
to a successor. We wish her well in 
her ‘retirement’. And we wish her the 
Lord’s rich blessing, not least in the 
growing commitment she and her 
husband have in the home-schooling 
of their children. We say a heart-felt 
‘thank you’ to Mary for all the work 
she has done for us as a Church over 
the past decade.

Relief Free Church Support 
Trust Treasurer 

Dr Murdoch Murchison

At its first meeting in Inverness in 
September 1999 representatives 

from throughout Scotland had the 
benefit of proposals and a draft Trust 
Deed drawn up by the Deacons’ Court 
of Stornoway Relief Free Church. This 
was largely the work of Mrs Mary Gillies 
CA. At the meeting, Mrs Gillies was 
appointed Treasurer to the Trust and 
it was largely due to her foresight and 
competence that when the sad events of 
January 2000 took place it was possible 

to ensure that the ministers concerned 
were able to continue their ministries 
with support which matched what they 
had received prior to the split. The 
smooth operation of the Trust owed 
more to her than to anyone else. She 
carried out her duties professionally 
and efficiently and in a manner that 
was both friendly and helpful. It was 
only towards the end of 2000 that 
she could be persuaded to receive a 
very modest remuneration. The Trust 
handed over its primary functions to 
the Church in the latter part of 2001 
although it continued to function as a 
Trust until 2005. It may be of interest 
to note that during the period of its 
existence a sum of £450,000 was made 
available by the Trust to the FCC from 
givings and legacies.

Resignation of Honorary 
General Treasurer 

Rev Murdo A N MacLeod

In May of this year the Finance & 
Sustentation Committee reported to 

the General Assembly that Rev John W 
Keddie wished to step down from his 
role as Honorary General Treasurer. 
Whilst fully understanding his reasons 
the Committee regret losing his 
services and wish to place on record 
their deep sense of appreciation for 
all he has done since the Division 
of 2000. At that time we were faced 
with filling many different offices 
and finding individuals qualified and 
willing to take up additional duties 
and new responsibilities. Not least 
among these was the pressing need 
to appoint a suitable person to act as 
General Treasurer. Had there been no 
one in the church able to undertake 
this task we would have had no choice 
but to employ a professional firm of 
accountants at considerable expense. 
We were thankful to the Lord that 
there was, in our midst, a man with 
the professional experience to step into 
this role. 
His services were freely given. Being 
one of our own number he was able to 

Desk

Mrs Mary Gillies, with her husband John Angus, and children Joanna and Jonathan
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bring an extra and very important dimension to the work. 
Not only was he qualified to lead us in this crucial area but 
he led and guided with a spiritual and sympathetic outlook 
which an outsider, be they ever so genial, could not have 
mustered. In the intervening years Mr Keddie has been a 
faithful and loyal servant of the church. As the Committee 
noted in their Report to the last General Assembly, ‘Mr 
Keddie has given of himself unstintingly and with great 
efficiency to the general management of the Church’s affairs 
during these years’. The Committee would also wish to note 
our continuing indebtedness to Mr Keddie for his willingness 
to continue functioning as Honorary General Treasurer until 
his successor can eventually take over all the responsibilities 
of the work. The Committee would wish him the continued 
blessing of the Lord in his own soul and in the different tasks 
he undertakes in the service of Christ’s Kingdom.

New General Treasurer and Financial 
Administrator 

Rev Murdo A N MacLeod

The Commission of Assembly which met in Inverness 
in October appointed Mr Angus Macmillan as General 

Treasurer Designate. He will work alongside Mr Keddie 
until the General Assembly in May, at which time, God 
willing, he will take over all of Mr Keddie’s duties. The 
reason for such a lengthy transition period is simply that the 
appointment of a General Treasurer is normally made at a 
General Assembly and only in extraordinary circumstances 
would a Commission of Assembly make such an important 
appointment. Mr Macmillan is a communicant member 
in the Stornoway Congregation and served for many years 
as Chief Executive of the Western Isles Tourist Board. He 
brings wide experience and proven competence to the role 
of General Treasurer.
The Finance & Sustentation Committee have appointed 
Mrs Muriel Smith from Stornoway as successor to Mrs 
Mary Gillies. Mrs Smith is also a communicant member in 
the Stornoway Congregation and brings to the post many 
years experience in banking and a familiarity with financial 
administration, which will greatly assist the transition. She 
takes up her duties in December.
The Committee would commend both of them to the 
prayers of the Church.
For practical purposes I include the address of the Financial 
Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
1a Stewartfield 

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2UW.

Email: murielsmith1a@aol.com
Drug Problem
Christian Institute

The drug problem in Scotland is totting up an annual bill 
of almost £3.5 billion in social costs and money !owing 

to the black market, according to new Scottish Government 
research. Drug costs relating to social factors such as NHS 
treatment, the criminal justice system and social care 

amounted to the equivalent of £400,000 an hour. Addicts 
collectively spend around £1.4 billion a year feeding their 
habit, according to the research conducted by the Scottish 
Government and the information and statistics division of 
the NHS. Experts claim these "gures, from 2006, con"rm 
Scotland as the drug addiction capital of Europe. #e cost 
of drugs has now exceeded the economic impact of the 
country’s drinking culture.

Assisted Suicide – Scotland 
Christian Observer

Scotland's chief prosecutor, Lord Advocate Elish Angiolini 
QC has refused to follow her counterpart for England and 

Wales, DPP Keir Starmer QC, who the week of 21 September 
2009, issued guidelines explaining the circumstances under 
which it is likely to prosecute a case of assisted suicide. #e 
same day that the DPP issued the guidelines, Angiolini issued 
a statement saying: ‘#e guidance issued by the Director of 
Public Prosecutions for England and Wales will only apply to 
cases where an o$ence of assisting suicide takes place within 
England and Wales. It will not apply to Scotland’.

Intolerance of Christians
Christian Institute

Baroness Warsi, a Muslim, speaking at the Conservative 
Party conference, said forced secularism is ‘not the 

British way’. In her speech she said: ‘Under Labour, the state 
has become increasingly sceptical of an individual’s religious 
belief ’. She pointed to cases of Christians being sidelined 
because of their faith. ‘We’ve all seen the stories’, she said. 
‘How appalling that today in Labour’s Britain a community 
nurse can be suspended for offering to pray for a patient’s 
good health. How awful that a school receptionist could face 
disciplinary action for sending an email to her friends simply 
asking them to pray for her daughter’. She was referring to 
the cases of nurse, Caroline Petrie, and school receptionist, 
Jennie Cain. Both cases hit the headlines in February together 
with the case of a Christian foster carer struck off for allowing 
a 16-year-old Muslim girl to become a Christian. Baroness 
Warsi continued: “At the heart of these cases lies a growing 
intolerance and illiberal attitude towards those who believe 
in God’. 

Muslim Numbers Growing
Christian Institute

Muslims account for one in four of the world’s population 
– 1.57 billion people – a new study estimates. The figure 

is higher than researchers expected. After spending three 
years researching data from 232 countries and territories, 
the authors of Mapping the Global Muslim Population say it 
is the most comprehensive study of its kind. They compiled 
their estimated figure after analysing approximately 1,500 
sources, including census reports, demographic studies and 
general population surveys. The data revealed that Europe is 
home to 38 million Muslims, around 5% of its population. 
European Muslims account for 2.4 per cent of the worldwide 
Muslim population. Some 60% of the world’s Muslims live in 
Asia and 20% in North Africa and the Middle East. Britain’s 
1.65 million Muslims make up 2.7% of the UK population, 
the report said.
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This is Paul’s prayer for the saints in whom the ‘good 
work’ has already begun, a work ‘by His Spirit’. The 
faculties of the soul, the ‘inner man’, were all corrupted 

by the Fall in Adam’s sin. We lost the knowledge of God, our 
understandings became corrupt, the will became spiritually 
impotent, the conscience was smothered by sinful self-bias and 
the heart rejoiced over the wrong things. Thus the absolute 
necessity of the Spirit’s work in the inner man, that Christ may 
reign in the inner spiritual world (v17). After regeneration the 
Spirit works incessantly to develop and conform the soul to 
God’s purpose and Christ’s image (Rom.8:29).
The Spirit in the soul works by means of the dispositions of 
the soul. The faculties of the soul are mutually influencing 
one another but have a limited influence eg I can understand 
something but conscience may disapprove of it; I can feel the 
influence of something but my will may refuse to act upon it. 
Similarly, our feelings can carry away our understanding and 
our will despite the warnings of conscience. 

Strengthening The Will (Phil.2:13)
The will is strengthened to give attention to and pursue God’s 
revealed holy purpose. It is not consistent in doing so in this 
world but the direction of the will (the dominant choice) 
though sometimes wavering due to indwelling sin, always 
returns by the Spirit to act onwards and upwards towards 
heaven. Thus the will seeks its Master. The will is used to 
harmonise the other faculties just as a general marshalling his 
army, else the knowledge, understanding and desires will not 
be effective in accomplishing the purpose set before it. This is 
what is meant by ‘willpower’. If the will is not energised by the 
Holy Spirit it will come short of its destination because of the 
dominion of sin and thus ‘we come short of the glory of God’ 
(Rom.3:23). The unregenerate will has an unholy powerful 
bias toward sin and self. The Spirit-energised will resists sin 
and persists in the path to heaven. To do this the will needs 
constant reinforcement by the Spirit as it is under constant 
pressure to think religious thoughts but NOT to accomplish 
them in the life – a deadly delusion! The Spirit influences 
our spirit (wherein the will is) by exerting His own strength 
within and thus ‘out of weakness we are made strong’ for the 
obedience of faith. This we must pray for because we cannot 
rise above the level of the Spirit’s activity within us. (Ps. 87:7, 
Phil.4:13). 

Strengthening The Mind (2Cor.10.5) 
Contemplation of divine revelation should lead to a lowly 
mind, a condition which prepares us for further understanding 
(Ps.25:9,12,14). He gives grace to the humble. If we would 
gaze upon the burning bush with wonder and adoration we 
must take off our shoes. We live in a day when many do not 
(Is.1). The surest way to miss anything great is to trifle with it. 
Reverence is a plant that needs constant daily watching. The 
mind is strengthened by knowledge, not ignorance. Faith is 
not opposed to reason, only to blind reason. The Christian 
faith is a reasonable faith and reasoning about the faith is not 
forbidden. Reason submits to faith and while it does not prove 

what is believed, it does not oppose it. The man of faith is to 
think! – a vague faith is a weak faith. Thought involves words. 
God has given us the words to use in our thinking. Following 
the passive reception of the Spirit’s inner light there is active 
perception. How few there are who can define the great realities 
of the faith – life, death, salvation! We are commanded to give a 
reason for the hope that is in us (1Pet.3:15). Something that is 
‘true’ is something which is in harmony with the revealed mind 
of God. If the understanding of the sinner is not corrected 
it will end in disaster (Prov.16:25). Perception of anything 
requires us to organise the data in our mind; the Holy Spirit 
gives us the light to do so. Christ is appointed Prophet to teach 
us. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God ... with all thy mind’. 
‘Think on these things’ (Phil.4:8).

Strengthening The Conscience (1Pet.3:16) 
Conscience is an essential part of self but not self-created. It is 
a voice, speaking according to the principle of divine justice. 
It approves and disapproves but cannot on its own prevent 
the commission of sin or constrain the practice of holiness. It 
is a warning power but not a commanding power – the will 
can choose to disregard conscience. Conscience records on 
behalf of memory; all memories have a moral character and 
register – a book to be opened on the day of judgment (Rev.20). 
Unrepentant sinners do not wish to open it, but God will. It is 
the ‘worm that dieth not’.
Conscience like any other faculty in the soul is affected by sin. 
It has lost all spiritual sensitivity eg it is ‘seared with a hot iron’, 
‘past feeling’ in the unconverted and is either unconsciously 
repressed or consciously suppressed (and sometimes in believers 
also (Ps.32:3)). The conscience is defiled by sin; it is a diseased 
faculty and only the blood of Christ can cleanse it (Heb.9:14). 
Thus we see the need for the Word of God to be given to guide 
and correct the findings in the court of conscience. Having a 
sense of right and wrong does not save anyone but can often 
lead to pride eg among the Jews (Rom.2). Let us not trust in 
conscience; the Word must rule and overrule it.

Strengthening The Heart (1Cor.13:6)
The heart is the centre of our feelings, the response-centre 
of the soul. It defines what we are (Prov.23:7a). Thus we 
have descriptions of those who are heart-hardened, grateful, 
humble, proud etc. Either we have a Spirit-formed root there 
(Gal.5) or a carnal nature with a carnal mind and its responses. 
Many have no spiritual enjoyments or satisfaction. Their 
responses to God are wrong and they are responsible (we all 
are) not only for their thoughts and actions but also for their 
emotional life. Sin has left no part of our life untouched and 
that is why the Spirit must renew the ‘whole man’.
Conscience may approve or disapprove of our feelings but 
cannot strengthen or remove them. Responsibility is not 
synonymous with spiritual ability (as the Arminians vainly 
imagine). We must pray for the deepening and purifying of our 
heart-responses and also for the subjugation and removal of 
sin, as the Apostle did (Heb.13:21), and David too (Ps.27:14).
For further reading – The Holy War by John Bunyan

Strengthening the Inner Man
!at he would grant you … to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man (Eph.3:16)

Rev James Clark
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Books
Word Wise

Volume One: God’s Amazing Book
Alison Brown, 

Banner of Truth, pbk, 42pp, £3.50

God’s Amazing Book is a resource which 
provides an excellent apologetic along 

with an overview of the Bible for children 
aged 8-11. It includes 27 concise and 
systematic explanations about God’s Word 
that are engaging and easy to understand. 
Helpful, quality illustrations and fun 
relevant puzzles consolidate the lessons. 
The short A4 sections allow a parent to fit 
a brief yet stimulating lesson into a day, 
midweek or Sunday. Two review pages 
also provide an opportunity for informed 
memorisation of the books of the Bible. 
The space provided to write answers can 
be somewhat squashed at times and shaded 
areas make it difficult to read if using a 
pencil. The inclusion of a content page 
would have been beneficial. Otherwise 
this workbook is very well presented. 
The lessons offer flexibility due to their 
length and address deep and refreshing 
truths about God’s Word that could lead to 
meaningful discussion around the dinner 
table or provide a platform for a parent 
and child delving into truth together. The 
content is backed up by Bible references 
which encourage young thinking minds 
to hold God’s Word not just as a reference 
book for Bible stories, but as a reference 
for life!
I would highly recommend this 
workbook.

Daisy Fraser

The Ulster Awakening 
An account of the 1859 Revival in 

Ireland
John Weir, 

Banner of Truth, pbk, 262pp, £7.50

It is always good to hear about revivals 
especially in a day like our own when 

conversions are rare, there is little hunger 
for the Word of God, prayer is much 
neglected and the church appears to be 
dying. In 1859 the last great revival took 
place in the British Isles. Ireland was 
specially blessed. It is amazing to read of 
the transformation of whole communities. 
Where there was scarcely one house in a 
street where family worship was observed, 
following the revival there was scarcely one 
house where it was not observed. Almost 
every family seemed to be touched. Public 
houses had to close for lack of trade, 
policemen found that they had little to do 
and crime seemed to have vanished. !e 
fear of God came down on the people. 
Even the Roman Catholic community was 
a"ected and despite the hostility of the 
priests and family members considerable 
numbers of Roman Catholics found Christ. 
As the book progresses it becomes a little 
tedious with the repetition in fairly general 
terms of fairly similar happenings in lots 
of di"erent communities. However this is 
a book that will stir you to pray that such 
things will happen again in our beloved 
land 150 years a#er that outpouring of His 
Spirit. One paragraph from the book will 
help you to see the wonderful accounts 
given there. One night in Londonderry the 
following happened:
It would be impossible to enumerate the 
cases of conviction and conversion that 
occurred that evening. In one pew no less 
than four young men were stricken in soul, 
and a!erwards found peace. One of these, 
a merchant in the city, and a man of good 
education, morality, and high intelligence 
told me his experience. He thought he 
saw hell opened before his eyes, and that 
there was an irresistible power forcing him 
headlong into it. He looked round, and said 
to himself, ‘I know where I am; this is the 
church where I usually worship; I am under 
a delusion’. But still he looked down, and 
there was hell. He rose from his seat, and 
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convulsively seized hold of the back of 
the pew; but hell was sending forth its 
smoke in his very face. A shudder passed 
over him, and his heart sighed the awful 
words, ‘My sins!– my sins! I am lost!’ He 
staggered out of the meeting, and went 
homewards. In describing his feelings 
on the way home, he told me, ‘Had 
anyone asked me, Where are you going? 
I would have answered, in calm despair, 
I am going to hell’. Making his way to 
his room, he sought relief in cries. !is 
continued for an hour or two, and then 
a heavenly radiance overspread his soul, 
the promises of grace came "ooding his 
now sancti#ed memory; he seized them 
joyously, and rose a Christian. His #rst 
race in the dark dead of night was to his 
partner in business, to urge him to "ee 
from the wrath to come. ‘Tap, tap, tap’, 
at his friend’s door. ‘Who’s there?’ ‘I must 
come in! ‘Come in’. !e door opens, 
and the happy convert cries out, ‘I have 
found Christ, and I have come to tell 
you’. Prayer went up from that bedroom 
to heaven, and three days a$er, the other 
had "ed for refuge and laid hold of the 
hope set before him.
Oh to see such things again!

One of Heaven’s Jewels
Rev Archibald Cook of Daviot 
and the (Free) North Church, 

Inverness
Norman Campbell, 

Published by the author, 
pbk, 278pp, £19.99

In the home in which I grew up in 
Stornoway there were two well-

thumbed, dark green books of sermons 
by nineteenth century ministers. !e one 
which my mother loved was M’Cheyne’s 
Gaelic Sermons and the other which my 
father loved was Cook’s Gaelic Sermons. 
Norman Campbell, as a student, came 

across Cook’s sermons on his father’s 
bookshelves. He did a short thesis on 
Cook’s use of Gaelic for his degree and 
has continued to be fascinated by Rev 
Archibald Cook over the last twenty 
years and in this volume he gives us 
the results of his studies. His love for 
the subject is obvious in the depth of 
research he has undertaken. !ere is a 
mound of interesting material. In some 
ways the book su"ers from too much 
detail regarding the #gures around 
Cook. However much light is shed on 
the times in which he lived and the 
church struggles of these days. !e other 
problem is the lack of usual biographical 
material. It would be good to know more 
about his upbringing, his conversion, 
his experiences of revival in his native 
Arran, his family etc. Sadly, however, 
because no contemporary biography 
was written such information has been 
lost. We are indebted to Mr Campbell 
for his carefully si$ing through all 
available records to produce this work 
which is warmly recommended.
Following his conversion, Archie Cook 
studied for the ministry in Glasgow 
where he was in%uenced by Dr John 
Love’s preaching. His #rst congregation 
was Bruan and Berriedale mission in 
Caithness where he was ordained in 
1822. Later he was called to the North 
Church in Inverness. Some in the East 
Church wanted to call him when his 
brother, Rev Finlay Cook, le$ there for 
Reay, but the majority wanted David 
Campbell, Glenlyon. !e minority 
le$ and formed the North Church 
which then called Archie Cook. At the 
Disruption the whole congregation 
followed him into the Free Church and 
Mr Campbell notes that six Inverness 
churches today are descended directly 
from the North Church. !e people 
of Daviot wished to call him but the 

call was very drawn out because of 
patronage and the interference of 
the civil magistrate. Following the 
Disruption he moved to Daviot in 1844, 
also preaching one Sabbath a month for 
most of his time there in Moy Parish. 
A$er several strokes he died in 1865 
aged 77 years.
His in%uence on Highland Christianity 
has been very considerable. Many 
anecdotes relating to him have been 
passed down, but his greatest in%uence 
is from the sermons which have 
survived. He was a strong Calvinist and 
laid great emphasis on the awesomeness 
and glory of God. Two or three quotes 
from these give a %avour of the man. ‘In 
the day in which a soul begins to desire 
deliverance from sin, there is not a devil 
in hell but will rise in pursuit of that 
creature’. ‘Poor soul, if the Lord deals 
with you, you will need forgiveness 
every day you get up. Now what is the 
fountain that will keep up with that 
need? But Oh! !ere is forgiveness in 
Christ like water in a fountain and the 
eternally-elected will thus #nd Him an 
unchanging fountain to all eternity’. 
Cook indicated in later life that he had 
not been as free in the ‘free o"er of 
the Gospel as he should have been’. In 
March 1861 he observed, ‘It was in the 
eternal purpose that the world would 
have Christ freely o"ered (to them) and 
eternal life in Him’. On Psalm 127:1, 
he stated: ‘I, in the name of the Lord, 
am putting an o"er of Christ before 
you. I, in the name of the Lord, tell you 
that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, 
cleanseth from all sin. If you will refuse 
Him you will yet see on the rocks of hell 
that you had an o"er of Christ and that 
you refused Him, and you will see that 
only you are responsible for being lost. 
All that are saved will put their “Amen” 
to you being sent to hell’. Speaking of 

Books
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Christ weeping over Jerusalem he said, ‘What is that, the 
eternal God weeping? Oh the eternal compassion! You are 
here and you may be like that and you will go through His 
weeping to hell, with your whole heart opposed to what the 
Creator is putting between you and that (place). What more 
do you want Him to be? Was He not a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief for the soul? And now, though He is 
exalted, He is of the same mind as before, when He wept 
over Jerusalem. As sure as His hands were stretched out 
there, they are open today’.

Norman Campbell has published the book himself and 
all pro!ts from its sale will go to the Bethesda Care Home 
and Hospice in Stornoway, from whose web-site it can be 
purchased. 
Norman asked me to mention that it is on sale at Roddy 
Smith’s in Stornoway, Borders Inverness, the Free Church 
bookshop, the FP Bookroom and Harris Christian 
Bookshop.

Rev William Macleod

Last Month we saw the part played in the rise of the modern 
Ecumenical Movement by large evangelistic campaigns and 
then by the Life and Work Movement. 

Faith and Order Movement

Recognising the obvious inadequacy of the Life and 
Work Movement’s approach, remedy was sought 
in 1927, when the Faith and Order Movement was 

launched in Lausanne, Switzerland. It sought to provide 
and promulgate a theological basis for church unity. 
Unfortunately however it sought to find a solution in the 
opinions and traditions of the churches rather than trusting 
to the sole headship of Christ and the supreme authority and 
sufficiency of His Word which is alone the perfect rule for all 
matters pertaining to faith and practice. Over 400 delegates 
met representing 127 Orthodox, Anglican, Reformed and 
Free churches, under the chairmanship of Charles H Brent 
‘to register the apparent level of fundamental agreements 
within the conference and the grave points of disagreement 
remaining’. In 1937, the Life and Work Movement and 
the Faith and Order Movement agreed to unite. However 
the implementation of their union was deferred by the 
outbreak of the Second World War until August 1948, when 
representatives of 147 churches assembled in Amsterdam to 
constitute the World Council of Churches.

World Council of Churches
The World Council of Churches is by far the largest 
ecumenical body in the world and it characterises what 
the modern ecumenical movement truly embodies. Let 
me quote you what they have to say about themselves 
from their own official website: ‘The World Council of 
Churches (WCC) is the broadest and most inclusive among 
the many organized expressions of the modern ecumenical 

movement, a movement whose goal is Christian unity. 
The WCC brings together 347 churches, denominations 
and church fellowships in more than 110 countries and 
territories throughout the world, representing over 560 
million Christians. As members of this fellowship, WCC 
member churches: are called to the goal of visible unity 
in one faith and one eucharistic fellowship; promote their 
common witness in work for mission and evangelism; engage 
in Christian service by serving human need, breaking down 
barriers between people, seeking justice and peace, and 
upholding the integrity of creation; and foster renewal in 
unity, worship, mission and service’. The Roman Catholic 
Church is not a member of the WCC, but has worked closely 
with the Council and sends representatives to all major WCC 
conferences as well as to its Central Committee meetings and 
cooperates with the WCC in preparing resource materials 
for local congregations and parishes to use during the annual 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Roman Influence
With this in mind let me give you an example of how Rome 
influences and guides ecumenical thought and endeavour 
here in Scotland at present. The supporters of the modern 
ecumenical movement are represented by ACTS – Action of 
Churches Together in Scotland. ACTS comprises the Church 
of Scotland, the Church of Rome, the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, the Congregational Union and Federation, the 
Methodist Church, the Quakers, the Salvation Army, the 
United Free Church and the United Reformed Church. 
They make available, through their website, resources for 
member churches and for all who share in their vision. One 
of the items of which they are currently urging churches 
to make use as an aid to promote greater church unity is a 
series of reflections developed from A Handbook of Spiritual 

Ecumenism And The Reformation 
(Part II)

Rev Dr Wayne Pearce 
(Associated Presbyterian Church, Lairg)
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Ecumenism by Cardinal Walter Kasper. In reflection number 
three which is on the subject of Baptism it is stated that 
‘Baptism is the primary sacrament of salvation, through 
which people become Christians, incorporated into Christ 
and into His church’. I can’t help but see a connection with 
the grave heresy of baptismal regeneration and the popular 
terminology that liberals and other unbelievers use in 
referring to baptism as a ‘christening’! While the historic 
Protestant churches that are part of the modern ecumenical 
movement are ever ready to compromise, ignore and 
jettison their glorious biblical heritage in pursuit of visible 
church unity, it is worth noting that they are coming 
increasingly under the influence and sway of the Church 
of Rome whose claim is that she is semper eadem – always 
the same! Not even the recent decree of Pope Benedict 
XVI issued on 10 July 2007 in which he stipulated that 
‘Christian Communities born out of the Reformation of 
the 16th century cannot be called churches in the proper 
sense’ has done much to dampen liberal enthusiasm for a 
reunified Christendom here in the West and throughout 
the world – even if that necessitates having the Pope as its 
sovereign head! And some of these denominations still refer 
to themselves as Reformed!

!e Danger
Let us note therefore the great danger posed by this unholy 
alliance. At a cursory glance some of the aims of the WCC 
appear to be good and commendable in and of themselves. 
Nevertheless while the WCC speaks of THE faith, they 
oppose it in word and practice and cannot even agree as 
to what it is. WCC churches reject the biblical gospel and 
the doctrines of grace and yet they use terminology like 
mission and evangelism that might suggest otherwise to 
the gullible, uninformed and biblically illiterate. There 
have been documented cases of members of WCC affiliate 
churches actually persecuting Bible-believing Christians in 
their home countries. In conclusion I would suggest to you 
that the modern ecumenical movement is somewhat akin 
to that wicked amalgam of Pharisees, Scribes, Herodians 
and Sadducees who found it expedient to unite in their 

opposition to the crown rights of the Redeemer. They 
would not have this Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, to rule 
over them, and collectively they sought to discredit His 
testimony and destroy Him. Thus today in the WCC 
and associated movements we find an unholy cabal of 
sacerdotalists, sacramentarians, legalists, antinomians and 
liberal and licentious unbelievers. They cannot even agree 
over the meaning of their minimalist confessional or creedal 
statement which reads: ‘The World Council of Churches 
is a fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and 
therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to 
the glory of one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit’. This 
creedal affirmation is rarely invoked as there is no common 
understanding or agreement as to what it even means. 
‘Can two walk together, except they be agreed?’ The answer 
is yes, if the parties concerned are prepared to ignore and 
turn a blind eye to the word of God – that word which 
makes a man ‘wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works’ 
(2Tim.3:15-17). The glue that binds such groups together 
is not the Lord Jesus Christ and the word of truth but 
their opposition to the authority and sufficiency of Holy 
Scripture and sound doctrine! What unites such people is 
their animosity towards the biblical gospel that salvation 
is not of man but is rather of sovereign grace! What unites 
such is their hatred of the doctrine of the sole Headship of 
Jesus Christ in and over His church! Let us beware of the 
dangers posed to the interests of Christ and His church 
and heed the word of God which says: ‘Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols?’ (2Cor.6:14-16).
(To be continued)

"The historic Protestant churches that 
are part of the modern ecumenical 

movement are ever ready to 
compromise their glorious Biblical 

heritage, coming increasingly under 
the influence and sway of the Church 

of Rome."
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There are great blessings in obeying the Word of God 
– not only in our personal devotion to the Lord, but 
also in our dedication to the missionary calling of 

the church. Such blessings, in return, are encouragements 
to persevere in deepening this commitment. I would like to 
share with you some of the blessings we have received on 
the mission field, and pray that this may be used by God to 
motivate you to continue your support of this mission, and 
to expand your missionary zeal both abroad and at home. 
Blessings
Our greatest blessing is when we can fulfil our greatest 
calling! This year, we were again able to train men who are 
serving the churches in our area and to encourage them in 
their ministry. Our students carry great responsibilities: they 
are often solely responsible to ensure Biblical preaching in 
their congregations and they shepherd their flocks in the 
midst of many adversaries. Our aim is that we only accept 
brothers who in some way and to some degree participate 
in this kind of work, regardless of their prior education, and 
regardless of their official standing in the church. At the 
same time we desire to teach as many as possible within this 
category. In 2009, we were blessed with ten new students 

who joined the College and an ongoing interest among office 
bearers in our area. 
You may rejoice with us when we consider all the work of 
teaching which is being done. This College is an open door 
to teach Biblical, Reformed doctrine; the students, though 
not often aware of its wealth, develop an appetite for it and 
receive the Word with gladness. By God’s grace, we have 
used this open door. Besides our residential lecturers, the 
College was assisted by visiting lecturers from Zambia, 
Scotland and South Africa. Particular notice deserves to 
be given to Brother Lovemore Banda, College graduate 
and local pastor, who weekly taught Berkhof ’s Summary of 
Christian Doctrine in the Certificate class (he also taught as 
a student under Rev Jan van Straaten). This is the kind of 
development we are looking for. 
We also realise what a blessing it is to have two families 
serving the College. While our family had to stay for a 
considerable time in the Netherlands (for the delivery of 
our fourth child Moses, and due to sickness) Rev and Mrs 
Zwemstra led the College. With two families, the work of the 
College is less vulnerable and continuity is better assured. 
The Lord is wise in His provision!
As to the student body, we experienced harmony and 
brotherly love among them while staying in the dormitory 

Remittances - October 2009
   2009 2009  2008
   Oct Total    Total to Oct
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  1,703 9,634  7,981
Duthil-Dores  3,970 21,344  23,245
Inverness  5,000 28,000  24,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 2,566 15,122  13,863
Total Inverness  13,239 74,100  69,089
    
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  661 2,987  2,570
Brora   3,840 17,093  15,568
Kiltearn  1,800 18,000  17,400
Tarbat   1,716 9,739  7,974
Total Northern  8,018 47,818  43,512
    
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   1,948 6,761  5,609
Ayr   925 1,538  2,460
Dumfries  0 0  0
Edinburgh  0 23,079  23,761
Glasgow - Partick 5,000 27,000  25,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 5,723 13,123  10,740
Glasgow - Knightswood 6,766 25,190  19,162
Rothesay  147 220  1,331
Total  Southern  20,508 96,911  88,062
    

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   2,290 19,957  19,295
Harris - Leverburgh 2,625 12,399  10,884
Harris - Scalpay  3,938 18,759  16,377
Knock & Point  3,375 11,575  9,671
North Uist  2,411 11,053  9,459
Stornoway  5,111 57,982  48,797
Total Outer Hebrides 19,749 131,724  114,483
    
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale  2,390 12,078  12,229
Duirinish (Waternish) 800 4,400  4,400
Glenelg & Arnisdale 368 1,815  1,636
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 2,559 15,121  14,075
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 575 5,464  12,792
Poolewe & Aultbea 2,176 9,148  9,792
Portree   4,624 15,424  16,006
Snizort   3,542 14,575  18,411
Strath   456 4,529  4,016
Total Skye & Lochcarron 17,490 82,556  93,356

Total Congregations  79,004 433,110  408,502
Other Donations  2,392 23,130  18,439

TOTAL   81,396 456,239  426,941
Including Gift Aid 41,965 64,086  41,983

Covenant College – Zambia 
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together. This is one way of sharpening each other and 
developing practical aspects of servanthood. The men are 
eager to learn and have appreciated the extra challenges 
we have put before them in our partly separated Diploma 
and Certificate streams. Some did very well in Greek, for 
example. Eight brothers graduated in October, bringing the 
total number of graduates to 46, all with a Diploma. One 
of them hopes to pursue a BTh at Mukhanyo Theological 
College in South Africa. 
We should not forget the blessings we received in the 
involvement and participation of the Trust members. From 
Scotland, Rev Greg MacDonald was introduced to the 
mission and we appreciated his contribution. Apart from 
the annual meeting, these brothers are called upon to guide 
all three ministries (College, Farm, Schools) via email 
correspondence throughout the year. The Lord has given 
three trustees who are locally present, who aid us with their 
pastoral and practical support. They represent the local 
churches and demonstrate that the College is not just a 
foreign project but a Zambian mission work. 
Underneath all that could be done is the grace of God enabling 
us. To that end He employs the prayers of believers in many 
churches in different continents. He also inclines hearts to 
support the ministry with financial means. Together, we 
should acknowledge God for this blessing of having so many 
dedicated supporters of Covenant College.   
Challenges
This summary of how the Lord has blessed us does not 
excuse us slackening in our calling. Many are the challenges 
that are before us. Let me summarise them here. 
Perhaps the greatest challenge each mission faces is our own 
human weakness. In the list of blessings there are many 
people and thus many weak chains linked together. We who 
serve as missionaries need to guard ourselves continually 
that sin does not beset us; our character and personality are 
not only potentially dangerous for our colleagues but also for 
the Zambian brothers and sisters we work with. Insensitivity 
and rudeness can make us fail to see Biblical truths effectively 
transform the life of the church. Our challenge is to speak the 
truth in love! The same weakness is found in our students 
and staff. So many temptations threaten the ministry of 
our pastors. Their ongoing struggle for livelihood can open 
them up to wrong ways of making ends meet; their great 
responsibilities can seduce them to improper forms of 
leadership. The old life is still so strong in the life of their 
villagers and even among church members, and their own 
resistance is often weakened. This human weakness sobers 
us and challenges us to intensify our prayers for the mission, 
for the College, and for the pastors we train. 
This is the more true seeing that our adversary, the devil, 
goes round both as an angel of light and as a roaring lion 
seeking whom he can devour. This territory has only 
recently and often superficially been seized from Satan’s 
power, and the struggle is real and the means cruel. Many 
are kept in darkness by the display of his might that affects 
the life of the people. Fear keeps many people captivated 
and bound to the old ways of witchcraft; similar fear keeps 

pastors from addressing the matter and taking a stand 
against it. This challenge certainly is wider than Zambia 
and than this mission work; it is also beyond our strength to 
answer it. As a church however we need to realise it, so that 
we more urgently storm the throne of grace for this nation 
and beseech the Lord that our pastors be equipped with 
spiritual armour.  
At a different level, we are challenged to continue to improve 
our teaching, to adjust it more adequately to the context in 
which our men serve. We need to watch that we continue 
both to include those with the lowest prior education 
and also feed those who have had more opportunities of 
learning. We would like to invest yet more in relationships 
with the local churches and to monitor our students in their 
practical work. We need to stimulate true Biblical leadership 
in our students; we want to urge them to godliness. In all 
this, we cannot serve them better than to encourage more 
dependency on the sovereign, abundant grace of God in 
Christ Jesus. And who is sufficient for these things?
Besides the men we are reaching now, we are challenged 
by the number of churches around us without a shepherd 
and the number of shepherds without basic training in how 
to lead the flock in the Word of God. Not only this but we 
are also challenged by a society that is in so great need of 
true, biblical reformation. The College is an open door, and 
through it we enter an immense mission field! The task 
that is yet to be done is far greater than the work already 
completed.
Prayer
We have summarised both the blessings and challenges that 
are before us in this mission work. God has richly blessed us 
and you share in these blessings through your involvement. 
Let these blessings motivate us to persevere! Let us not 
‘faint in our minds’ (Heb.12:3). The Lord has blessed the 
work done in obedience to His command. Let us therefore 

continue in the work of mission, 
starting at home, in our families 
and towns but not forgetting the 
ends of the earth! There is great 
blessing in obedience!
Thank you for your prayers and 
support.
In Christ, 
Rev Cees Molenaar (Principal)The New Baby Moses

Moses, a student at the College, with his wife and family.



The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness 
instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the 

acknowledging of the truth.

2 Timothy 2:24-25
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