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When a loved one, who is a Christian, dies, 
our hearts turn naturally to heaven. Archibald 
Alexander, the great American theologian and 

revival preacher of two hundred years ago, following the 
death of his wife, said that heaven was brought so close 
to him that it felt like another room in his house. What 
comfort we have in reflecting on the blessed state departed 
Christians are now enjoying! Contemplating heaven is 
always beneficial for us all. It gives us encouragement to 
continue labouring for the Lord here and if necessary 
suffering for Him. There are times when like Elijah we sit 
down under our juniper tree and ask that we might die: ‘It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better 
than my fathers’ (1Kgs.19:4). The journey is long, the fight 
is hard and we sometimes feel that our life is unprofitable. 
But God has placed us here with a purpose. When our life’s 
work is done He will take us home. Meanwhile we must bow 
to His will. Let us encourage ourselves contemplating the 
rest that remains for the people of God (Heb.4:9). Further, 
the hope of heaven should be like a helmet to protect us 
when Satan tempts us. Surely the best sinful pleasure cannot 
compare with the delights of paradise! 
What then is heaven like?
New Universe
It is described as a new heaven and a new earth (Rev.21:1). 
Sometimes the question is asked as to whether the Christian 
will spend eternity in a renovated earth or in heaven. The 
best way to reply is ask where will God be, and Christ and 
the angels. At present they are in heaven but in the future 
they will dwell with men. That means a new universe. 2 Peter 
3 speaks of the old earth being burnt up and Revelation 6 
of the heavens departing like a scroll. From mighty shaking 
and conflagration will emerge our new home. Sometimes it 
is spoken of as a city and other times as a garden. Both have 
their distinctive attractions.
No Sea
‘There will be no more sea’ (Rev.21:1). Personally, having 
been born on an island, I love the sea – its waves, its storms, 
its calms, its different moods, its shores and its boats. 
However for the Apostle the sea meant imprisonment on 
the island of Patmos. It meant separation from friends, from 
their fellowship, from worship, from the means of grace and 
from the work he wished to do. In heaven there will be no 
prisons and no barriers.
New Jerusalem
Heaven is a city (Rev.21:2) with lots of people, a multitude 
which no man can number. In this world some people are 
shy or tense and need their space. In heaven there will be no 
pride nor envy, no trying to impress or feeling inadequate. 

This world can sometimes be a very lonely place, but heaven 
will be a joyful city with the best of company.
Holy City
It is a holy city (Rev.21:2). No ‘world, flesh or devil’ will 
enter heaven. The filthy, unclean dogs, the sorcerers, 
the whoremongers, the murderers and idolaters will be 
banned (Rev.22:15) along with the cowards and unbelievers 
(Rev.21:8). Some argue for annihilation saying that if the 
wicked continue to exist they will defile heaven. However 
Hell is necessary to glorify the justice of God but all evil will 
be locked away in prison with a great impassable gulf fixed 
between them and the righteous.
Bride
Heaven is the marriage of the Lamb to the church, His bride 
(Rev.21:2). In this world we long for our wedding and ‘love 
his appearing’ (2Tim.4:8). There is of course no marriage or 
giving in marriage in heaven (Mk.12:25) in the sense that 
we use these terms on earth but we will enjoy the love of 
Christ to all eternity in the closest bond of fellowship. We 
will be adorned in the beautiful spotless wedding garment 
of the righteousness of Christ, but also we ourselves, having 
been sanctified and glorified, will be presented to Christ as 
a chaste virgin.
God Dwelling with Man
He will dwell with them (Rev.21:3). If a moment of 
fellowship with God here below is so exceedingly sweet, how 
wonderful to be in heaven enjoying unending communion 
with our Father, our Saviour and our Friend! And He will 
be a Father to us and wipe away all tears from our eyes 
(Rev.21:4). There will be no cause for tears for there will 
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor pain, nor disability, nor 
weakness.
No Temple
There will be no temple in heaven because it is all temple 
(Rev.21:22). It is all worship as the Lord God and the Lamb 
are the temple of it. This of course would make it a kind of 
hell for the wicked even if they were to get there. But God’s 
children love to worship Him. They long for the day that 
they will do it in complete sincerity without distraction. 
They do not need the sun because God’s glory brightens it 
and the Lamb is the light of heaven, the centre of it all.
It’s a Garden
Heaven is a paradise (Rev.22:1) like the Garden of Eden yet 
better because no devil will enter to tempt. We enjoy the 
company of the city but also the rest, tranquility and beauty 
of the garden. The river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
symbolising the Holy Spirit, flows out of the throne of God 
and the Lamb. There is an abundance of the Spirit. Then 
there is the tree of life which is a picture of Christ. We will 

Heaven
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Paul in this chapter is commending the Corinthians 
for their charity to poor fellow-believers and so their 
display of the grace of God in them. He had been 

noticing the gifts they have given but there is a gift that far 
excels all these – God’s unspeakable gift.
Here a duty is recommended – a pouring out of thanks and 
praise to the Lord on account of His wonderful excellencies 
and matchless glory in Christ Jesus. We have here the 
one who gives thanks, Paul, who felt himself one of the 
chief debtors to glorious grace. He is a man who is well-
experienced in this heavenly exercise of thanksgiving. But it 
is a work for all believers since they all have enjoyed grace. 
We have the Person thanked, ‘Thanks be unto God’. It is God 
who is the fountain of all grace that gets the thanks from 
grace’s debtors. Men and angels must not get it for that would 
be robbing God of the glory that is due to His name. 

The Unspeakable Gift
We have this gift. Some consider the gift in this verse to 
be the liberality of the church at Corinth. This charitable 
disposition was implanted in them by the Spirit of Christ for 
supplying the needs of the poor. It was commendable, but in 
no way can it merit the name ‘unspeakable’ or indescribable. 

This name must belong alone to Christ Himself. He is so 
excellent and transcendent a gift that the tongues of men and 
angels cannot unfold His worth. It would exhaust eternity 
itself to unfold the matchless nature of this gift but we shall 
notice a few of its characteristics:

1  He is an ancient gift. 
He is given from eternity in the council of peace. In that 
eternal transaction God the Father foresaw us impoverished 
by our sin of all that we got in Adam, and so out of His 
wonderful love provided an ancient gift for the likes of 
you and me. Even in respect of revelation, it was nearly as 
ancient as sin itself. Adam fell and lost his natural stock of 
knowledge, righteousness and holiness, but what do we see? 
No immediate destruction but deliverance. A gift is held out 
to him in the first Gospel promise (Gen.3.15). The first thing 
that ever came into our world, after the entrance of sin, was 
this unspeakable gift and all other blessings followed it. He is 
the source from which all the other gifts of God flow.

2  He is a seasonable gift.
There was never a gift more seasonable for just as man had 
ruined himself, lost all credit with God and sold himself 
into the hands of the devil, the gift of a Surety is sent to 

God's Unspeakable Gift 
Rev Alasdair Johnston

‘Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift’ (2Cor 9:15)

feed on Him through all eternity and His leaves are for the 
healing of the nations.

No Curse
There are many beautiful places in this world and yet the 
curse of God rests upon them. Thorns and thistles grow, 
snakes lurk, disease, pain and death hang around, but in 
heaven there is no more curse (Rev.22:3). Christ was made a 
curse for us and as a result we will be made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.

His Name on our Foreheads
One of the things which the child of God longs for is to cease 
from sin. In this world we wrestle against temptation and yet 
we fall time and again into anger, pride, lust, idolatry, envy 
and hypocrisy. But ‘His servants shall serve him: and they 
shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads’ 
(Rev.22:3-4). We shall be like Him for we shall see him as He 
is (1Jn.3:2). We shall at last be real Christians with His name 
on our foreheads, clothed in the beauty of holiness. We shall 
forever sing ‘Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood’ (Rev.1:5).

Conclusion
There is a danger of viewing heaven as primarily a reunion 
with our loved ones. Recently I read the challenging account 
that has been left of the last words of Lady Coltness, a godly, 
seventeenth century woman who died days after the birth 
of a child. Initially she was fearful as Satan attacked her but 
this gave way to strong, joyful faith. Among other things, 
‘she breathed out these words: “Lord, thou who appearedst 
so wonderfully to my son Johnnie, being but ten years of 
age, to the admiration of all that saw or heard him, and were 
witnesses of his death; Lord, Lord! appear to me”.… But such 
as were about her, hearing her speak so easily, and still hoping 
that she might recover, prayed her to be silent, and take rest: 
whereupon she raised her voice and said, “Sirs, can ye believe 
this that I am to tell you? This night I will be with my son 
Johnnie”. And taking herself, she said, “Fy upon me! fy upon 
me! what is this I am saying of my son Johnnie? I will be this 
night with my God, and my Lord Jesus, and that holy and 
glorious company"'. 
Yes there is a reunion in heaven with loved ones, but best of 
all there is the consummation of our union with Christ. My 
beloved is mine and I am His.
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him. Just as man had his head on the block and the sword 
of justice was ready to descend in a fatal blow, in comes the 
New Testament sacrifice and cries, ‘Let him go! Justice, spare 
him! Let me receive the blow instead’. Just as soon as man 
had contracted the debt, a Surety steps in to take the debt. 
No sooner was a man like a condemned prisoner being led 
away than a cry is heard, ‘Deliver him from going down into 
the pit; I have found a ransom’.

3  He is a free gift
What is freer than a gift? And what is freer than God’s gift? 
Gifts among men are often given on the score of merit or some 
other consideration. But what can we merit or claim at God’s 
hand but death and destruction? These we justly deserve. We 
are unworthy of the least gift far less His unspeakable gift. 
Christ is the freest gift that ever was given to the family of 
Adam. What could have purchased this gift? Simon Magus’s 
offer of gold received the rebuke, your money perish with you 
because you thought that ‘the gift of God may be purchased 
with money’ (Acts 8:20). The God of Glory in our nature is 
the free gift; if you would have Him, take Him freely. He is 
freely offered to you in the Gospel. Is He acceptable to you?

4  He is a surprising gift
No sooner is Adam fallen than he hears the call, ‘Adam, 
where art thou?’ This is a surprising call. No doubt Adam 
expected a sudden blow but he is pursued with a gift in 
the Crier’s hand. Adam was not pursued with the sword of 
justice to destroy him but with the love of God to deliver 
him by the sacrifice of His Son. This was a surprising gift to 
Adam in Paradise and it is also a surprising gift to the poor 
sinner in the day of conviction when he is brought before 
the bar of God’s justice and the bar of his own conscience 
and there stands a poor condemned sinner. But oh, what a 
surprise when ‘this poor man cried, God heard and saved 
him out of all his distresses’! What surprising words, ‘I, even 
I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own 
sake, and will not remember thy sins’.

5  He is a strange gift
It is strange in that it is a common gift, and yet a peculiar 
gift. Jude writes: ‘Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints’. This is 
a common salvation – that is to say common to all that hear 
it in respect of dispensation, yet it is reserved to the elect in 
respect of the effectual application of it. Every soul that has 
heard this offer may say, ‘This is my gift, I may take it, by 
virtue of God’s offer and God’s command to take it’. Yet only 
the elect will take it.

Beware of Despising the Gift
All earthly wealth and pleasures are described as ‘vanity of 
vanities’. Solomon’s royal gifts and treasures were at best but 
poor empty shadows and trifles. But Christ is the unspeakable 
gift of God. Beware of slighting Him! Remember that awful 
word, ‘Behold ye despisers, and wonder and perish’. Paul 
came to Antioch where many Jews lived and made the first 
offer of this gift to them, but they blasphemed, rejected it 
and trampled it under their feet. He told them that they had 
despised Heaven’s gift and judged themselves unworthy of 
eternal life. They had refused the first offer, therefore Paul 
had a commission to offer it unto the Gentiles. It is said that 
these Gentiles of Antioch received the word, wherein this 
gift is held out, with gladness of heart. Oh that we would see 
such a reception of the offer in our congregations!
Now if it be that Jesus Christ is the unspeakable gift of God, 
then many will have much to answer for, who attempt to 
rob the church and deny the people of this wonderful gift. 
Christ is robbed in a church when His Deity is denied and 
when He is reduced to the rank of a mere creature. Woe to 
such false prophets. 
To be in possession of this gift is to be blessed and enriched 
for evermore. Consider these two things. Firstly, the gift 
will not always be held out for you to receive, and secondly, 
consider that as you receive the unspeakable gift and enrich 
yourself you also glorify God. ‘Abraham was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God’. He received the gift of God, and 
glorified God. Strive to believe in Jesus and so to honour 
God.
Well now, while we are urging upon you to receive this 
unspeakable gift of God, perhaps some may say, what 
shall we do to obtain this soul-saving gift? Be sensible of 
your misery without Christ, for until you are convicted, 
you will never desire Him. You must not value your ‘good 
works’. What are they good for? I’ll tell you what they will 
do without Christ; they will act like a bag of gold round the 
neck of a drowning man to make him sink. If you possessed 
the world you sink deeper into eternal torments without this 
gift. Oh strive to be sensible of your misery! Then come to 
the Giver of this gift. By faith receive the gift He offers.

The Giver of this Gift
The Giver is the glorious Lord of heaven and earth, who 
was never under any obligations to the sons of men to 
bestow such a wonderful gift as Christ is upon them. We 
may therefore observe that this gift is owing entirely to the 
sovereign grace of God. This Sovereignty passed by fallen 
angels and singled out the miserable race of Adam to bestow 
salvation upon them. As the Giver is God, so He Himself is 

"What is freer than a gift? And what is freer than God’s 
gift? The God of Glory in our nature is the free gift; if you 

would have Him, take Him freely."
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also the gift. ‘Ye shall be my people and I will be your God’. 
God Himself is gifted to you, when He gifts His Son, who is 
Emmanuel, God with us. Oh wonderful Giver and Gift! He 
gave Himself.
Notice He is a loving and affectionate Giver: ‘God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’. He did not withhold His Son but gave Him cheerfully 
and willingly. And what a demonstration of love is this 
unspeakable gift!
He is grieved with those who refuse or slight His gift. He 
pleads, ‘Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die, O house of Israel?’ 
He earnestly entreats them to accept His Gift. He rejoices not 
in their refusal, for it means eternal death. He takes no delight 
in the death of the wicked but has revealed His will that all 
should come and receive His gift and live. ‘But my people 
would not hearken to my voice and Israel would none of me’. 
Again in Micah hear His bewailing the refusal of His gift: ‘O 
my people, what have I done unto thee, and wherein have 
I wearied thee?’ And yet in spite of the persistent slighting 
of His gift we never read that God lamented for having 
offered His gift. ‘The gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance’. In Genesis 6 we read that He once repented that 
He had made man, but neither men nor angels ever heard 
such a thing as God repenting that He had redeemed man 
or given him this unspeakable gift. He never repented having 
given it, nor will He ever retract or withdraw it.

The Receiver of the Gift
What sort of folk are these to whom this gift is given? They 
are rebels and enemies to God by nature. Is it not wonderful 
that His gift should be offered to enemies – to those who are 
in determined opposition to the God of glory. In Luke 15 
we read that when the Prodigal returned, the father ordered 
the best robe to be put upon him and to kill the fatted calf, 
‘for this my son was dead, and is alive again’. Those to whom 
this gift is presented are dead by nature and are enemies to 
God by their wicked works. What is this best robe but the 
imputed righteousness of Christ? What is the provision, but 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
‘Thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name’. 
Those who receive the gift are spoken of as widows. Well to 
them Jesus Christ is gifted as a husband. They are persons in 
fearful debt. Jesus Christ is given as a Surety to pay all their 
debts. They are freed from such a burden by the only One 
who can legally liberate them.
Further, they are a friendless lot of people – none will speak 
up for them. To such Jesus Christ is offered as a Kinsman 
– a near Kinsman, not an indifferent person who happens 
to be related but an affectionate relation by choice of love 
and proved by the shedding of His blood. He acted the part 
of the Kinsman when He married the widowed race of man 
and recovered the lost inheritance which they forfeited and 
then put them in possession of an ‘inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that fadeth not away’.
They themselves have been gifted to Christ from eternity by 
God the Father, ‘Thine they were and thou gavest them me’. 
To know whether you are among that blessed company you 

must examine yourself. ‘To as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name’. Have you received Christ for wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption?
This gift has come to the world and is freely offered in the 
Gospel. And would you know who will receive it? Just so 
many as are ordained unto eternal life – these and these 
alone will receive this gift. Press on to know Him, to be freely 
possessed by Him and so fully persuaded of the prospect of 
paradise with Him. 

Reason why God has bestowed such a Gift
1.This gift was set apart for men from eternity, and in 
consequence of this appointment the gift must be conferred 
upon man. So from everlasting was He set apart for man, 
and in the Gospel brought unto man and God’s elect are 
helped by grace to receive and apply Him.
2. God having fixed His love upon mankind, and having 
fully determined to bestow a gift upon them, He could not 
find another Gift that bore any proportion to His love and 
affection, but the darling of His bosom. Oh what a love burnt 
in His bosom from eternity   to poor wretched man!
3. No other gift could satisfy the law. Divine justice could be 
pleased with nothing but this gift. Neither angels nor men 
could satisfy the law’s demands. It must either have this gift 
or none at all. This was the only sacrifice of infinite merit for 
satisfying the law and justice. And no gift could suit man’s 
need and necessity, but this unspeakable One. 

Conclusion
This doctrine informs us of Christ’s love: ‘That you may 
be able to comprehend with all saints, what is the breadth, 
and length and depth and height; and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge’. Here is a paradox, to know 
the thing that cannot be known; to understand the love of 
Christ which passes all bounds of human understanding. 
Here is love matchless and transcendent. Christ is called the 
brightness of His Father’s glory yet He gave Him to us. God 
has but one Son of His love and yet He parted with Him for 
you, believer! 
To the poor creatures of Adam’s family who are ruined 
and undone, He said, I have such a love to you that I will 
part with my Darling to be a sacrifice to save you. And in 
this action God was not acting contrary to His nature but 
in complete harmony with it. ‘God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us’. This is the clearest demonstration that God is love. This 
should cause us to wonder and worship.
What do you mean by refusing Jesus Christ? Is there anything 
in Him or about Him that is nauseous or unlovely? What are 
your reasons for rejecting the gift of God’s love? ‘Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-day and forever’, is offered to sinners 
in the same fullness and freeness of the Gospel today. Oh 
then take Him, as you would have access to God in grace, 
and have an entrance ministered abundantly unto you into 
His kingdom and glory! ‘Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool’.
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Books

Mr William Macleod, Rothesay
As the year 2007 drew to its close so did the earthly 

pilgrimage of Mr William Macleod. His death, though 
not unexpected, was a heavy blow to the small congregation 
in Rothesay, on the Island of Bute.
William, or Bill, as he was affectionately known, was born in 
Glasgow, of Highland parents, in 1930. He was the third in 
a family of seven of whom only Morag is now left to mourn 
his passing. It was their privilege to be raised in a home 
where spiritual things were not neglected, a privilege that 
Bill never lost sight of. Gospel privileges, however, are not 
redemption and good as these things are, Bill came at length 
to understand that we need more than a godly heritage, and 
sought the Lord for himself. It would appear that his spiritual 
pilgrimage began in earnest as a result of a radio programme 
he heard, which had laid stress on the need for repentance 
and the new birth. Bill Macleod became a new man in Christ 
who now sought ‘those things which are above’.
Bill married Ann and together they formed a happy 
partnership, being like-minded in the things of the Lord. For 
a time they lived in the Bishopbriggs area of Glasgow and 
attended the Free Church there. Moving house they found it 
more convenient to attend the historic Milton Free Church 
at Cowcaddens. It was during their time in Milton that Bill 
and Ann made profession of faith. In the process of time Bill 
was elected to the office of elder in that Congregation. He 
took seriously the duties of his office and sought to remain 
faithful to his ordination vows. A loyal Free Churchman 
he cherished the history and practice of the denomination. 
These years in Milton were happy times and to the end he 
retained a warm place in his affections for the late Rev Peter 
Jackson who ministered there for many years. Widely read, 
he loved good literature and found John Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress a particular help.
In 1990 Bill and Ann retired to the picturesque town of 
Rothesay on the Isle of Bute attaching themselves to the Free 

Church Congregation there. In the providence of the Lord, 
Ann passed away in September 1996.
Bill's final illness was borne in simple dependence upon the 
Lord, his hope resting upon the finished work of his Saviour 
and the promises of His Word. 
More than once, he quoted in my hearing the words of the 
Psalmist:
This word of thine my comfort is
    in mine affliction:
For in my straits I am revived
    by this thy word alone (Psalm 119:50).
To the last his concern was the spiritual welfare of those 
around him. On my final visit to his hospital bed his concern 
was that I visit and pray with the other patients in the ward. 
He also purchased some copies of his beloved Pilgrim's 
Progress and distributed these to various people in the hope 
that it would bring as great a gain to their souls as it had to 
his own. Younger friends were given a copy of Dear J written 
by the late Margaret Macleod, Leverburgh.
To his beloved sister Morag, her family and the wider circle 
of friends and relations we extend our sincere sympathy, 
commending them to the Lord and the word of his grace.

Rev Murdo A N MacLeod (Partick)

Rev Alasdair Johnston, Dumbarton
It was with great sadness that his many friends learned 

of the sudden but peaceful death of the Rev Alasdair 
Johnston on the eve of his 98th birthday. Although his death 
at such an advanced age was not unexpected yet his passing 

Obituaries
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is keenly felt by his friends and particularly by his wife and 
family.

Early life
Mr Johnston was born on 31st December 1910 in Eyemouth, 
the youngest of three sons in a family of six. Though 
his father was from the Borders his mother came from 
Inverness. Following her death, he and his father paid a 
visit to the Highland capital. He liked the town and decided 
to stay. Having trained as a grocer he was able to obtain 
a job with Liptons, a once-famous firm which had stores 
throughout Scotland. Eventually he became assistant to 
the Area Manager who was responsible for shops in the 
North, the Hebrides and Orkney. It was this position that 
brought Mr Johnston to Portree in Skye where he often 
stayed in the winter months. To begin with he worshipped 
in Portree Church of Scotland whose minister then was Rev 
Murdo Ewen MacDonald, but he transferred his allegiance 
to Portree Free Church whose minister was Rev Donald 
MacKinnon. Here he found Christ Jesus as his Saviour and 
eventually became a member of the Free Church.  
Shortly after this he sensed a call to the ministry. It was at 
the beginning of the Second World War and he could have 
escaped active service because he had been accepted as a 
candidate for the ministry but felt he should test his vocation 
by accepting the call to serve his country in the Royal Air 
Force. A good part of his war service was spent in Egypt. 
When the Allied Forces were pushing north into Europe, 
he served in the campaign in Italy. When the war ended in 
1945 it was like a new era beginning. The world was at peace 
and before young Christian men was a world to be won for 
Christ and the opportunities were limitless.

Studies for the Ministry
After war service Alasdair Johnston returned home, not to 
resume his former occupation with Liptons but to prepare 
himself for the work of the ministry. After satisfying the 
Training of the Ministry and Admissions Committee, he 
was duly accepted as a student. Days in the Free Church 
College were among the happiest. The students were young 
and fired with enthusiasm and their mentors were men who 
commanded the greatest respect. As the professors entered 
their classrooms it was with the gravity and decorum that 
you associated with men of God, and they began the day’s 
work with prayer.
Throughout his course at University and the College Mr 
Johnston acquitted himself well. He took part in college 
activities being at one time President of the Free Church 
Students Association. In the summer of 1950 he completed 
his course of studies and awaited the appointment of the 
work God had for him to do. At that time there were a 
number of vacancies where his services were eagerly sought, 

but he didn’t choose an easy option; instead he accepted the 
call to Kinglassie in Fife. Here for nine years he discharged 
the duties of a faithful pastor and preacher of the Gospel.

Dumbarton
In 1959 he was called to Dumbarton Free High Church 
where he was extremely happy and where he exercised a 
gracious, winsome and fruitful ministry until his retirement 
in 1991. When the crisis of 2000 took place he made it clear 
where his sympathies lay, and supported his brethren in their 
stand for truth and righteousness. 
Alasdair Johnston adorned the office of an ambassador 
of Christ Jesus the Saviour. He was impeccable about his 
person and behaviour, prepared diligently for his pulpit 
work, visited his flock dutifully, attended to his work on 
committees, and was an excellent Presbytery Clerk. He was 
an able writer and wrote some splendid articles for The 
Instructor and The Monthly Record. We do not wonder that 
he was asked more than once to become the Moderator of 
the General Assembly, but modesty on his part made him 
decline. It was a disappointment to his friends when he did 
so, for if anyone were worthy of the honour, he was, and 
without doubt he would have graced the Moderator’s Chair 
with ability and dignity.

Family
It was in Portree manse that he first met the young lady 
who was to become his wife. Miss Chris MacInnes was the 
daughter of Rev Roderick MacInnes who had been a minister 
in the Church of Scotland and then in the Free Presbyterian 
Church. The Johnstons were married on the 9th of December 
1953 in Leith Free Church. It was a very happy marriage 
which lasted for fifty-five years. Mrs Johnston was the ideal 
minister’s wife: kind, considerate and the perfect hostess. She 
was a tower of strength to both her husband and the Church, 
and few will ever know how much Chris Johnston has done 
for Christ’s cause behind the scenes. It was a concern when 
in the 1960s she became seriously unwell but thankfully she 
made a splendid recovery. We extend to her, to their son 
Peter and his wife and family and to their daughter Marion 
and her husband, William Macleod, minister of Thornwood 
Free Church (Continuing) and their family, our condolences 
in this great sorrow.
In his latter years our friend and colleague with his wife 
worshipped in Partick Crow Road Free Church (Continuing). 
It was from there that the funeral service was conducted on 
Wednesday 31st December. Rev Alasdair Johnston was 
buried in Dumbarton Cemetery not far from Dumbarton 
Free High Church and manse.
‘Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end 
of that man is peace’ (Ps.37:37).

Rev H M Ferrier

‘Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the end of that man is peace’ 

(Ps.37:37)
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The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of Heaven breaks,
The summer morn I’ve sighed for, the fair sweet morn awakes:
Dark, dark hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand,

And glory – glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

Oh! well it is for ever, oh! well for evermore,
My nest hung in no forest of all this death-doom’d shore:

Yea, let the vain world vanish, as from the ship the strand,
While glory – glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land.

There the Red Rose of Sharon unfolds its heartsome bloom,
And fills the air of Heaven with ravishing perfume: –

Oh! to behold it blossom, while by its fragrance fann’d,
Where glory – glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

The King there in His beauty, without a veil, is seen:
It were a well-spent journey, though seven deaths lay between.

The Lamb, with His fair army, doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory – glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

Oh! Christ He is the Fountain, the deep sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I’ve tasted, more deep I’ll drink above:

There, to an ocean fulness, His mercy doth expand,
And glory—glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

E’en Anwoth was not heaven – e’en preaching was not Christ
And in my sea-beat prison my Lord and I held tryst:

And aye my murkiest storm-cloud was by a rainbow spann’d,
Caught from the glory dwelling in Immanuel’s land. 

But that He built a heaven of His surpassing love,
A little New Jerusalem, like to the one above, –

‘Lord, take me o’er the water’, had been my loud demand,
‘Take me to love’s own country, unto Immanuel’s land’.

But flowers need night’s cool darkness, the moonlight and the 
dew; 

So Christ, from one who loved it, His shining oft withdrew;
And then for cause of absence, my troubled soul I scann’d –

But glory, shadeless, shineth in Immanuel’s land. 

The little birds of Anwoth I used to count them blest, –
Now, beside happier altars I go to build my nest:

O’er these there broods no silence, no graves around them 
stand,

For glory, deathless, dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

Fair Anwoth by the Solway, to me thou still art dear!
E’en from the verge of Heaven I drop for thee a tear.

Oh! if one soul from Anwoth meet me at God’s right hand,
My Heaven will be two Heavens, in Immanuel’s land. 

I have wrestled on towards Heaven, ‘gainst storm, and wind, 
and tide: –

Now, like a weary traveller, that leaneth on his guide,
Amid the shades of evening, while sinks life’s ling’ring sand,

I hail the glory dawning from Immanuel’s land. 

Deep waters cross’d life’s pathway, the hedge of thorns was 
sharp

Now these lie all behind me – oh! for a well-tuned harp!
Oh! to join Halleluiah with yon triumphant band,

Who sing, where glory dwelleth, in Immanuel’s land. 

With mercy and with judgment my web of time He wove,
And aye the dews of sorrow were lustred with His love.

I’ll bless the hand that guided, I’ll bless the heart that plann’d,
When throned where glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

Soon shall the cup of glory wash down earth’s bitterest woes,
Soon shall the desert-briar break into Eden’s rose:

The curse shall change to blessing – the name on earth that’s 
bann’d,

Be graven on the white stone in Immanuel’s land. 

Oh! I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine!
He brings a poor vile sinner into His ‘House of wine’.

I stand upon His merit, I know no other stand,
Not e’en where glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land.

I shall sleep sound in Jesus, fill’d with His likeness rise,
To live and to adore Him, to see Him with these eyes.
‘Tween me and resurrection but Paradise doth stand;
Then – then for glory dwelling in Immanuel’s land!

The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face
I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of Grace—

Not at the crown He gifteth, but on His piercèd hand: –
The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel’s land. 

I have borne scorn and hatred, I have borne wrong and shame,
Earth’s proud ones have reproach’d me, for Christ’s thrice 

blessed name: –
Where God His seal set fairest they’ve stamp’d their foulest 

brand;
But judgment shines like noonday in Immanuel’s land.

They’ve summoned me before them, but there I may not come, 
–

My Lord says, ‘Come up hither’, my Lord says, ‘Welcome 
Home!’

My kingly King, at His white throne, my presence doth 
command,

Where glory – glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

The Sands of Time are Sinking
Anne R Cousin 1824-1906

A poem inspired by the letters and last words of Samuel Rutherford
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News

Evanton Induction 
Rev Harry Woods

On a cold November night a large 
congregation gathered together in 

Kiltearn Free Church for the ordination 
and induction of the Rev Calum Iain 
MacLeod. At a previous meeting of 
Presbytery Mr MacLeod had accepted 
a Call from the congregation to be their 
minister and a date for his ordination 
and induction had been set for the 
evening of the 28th November. 
The proceedings were conducted by 
Rev Allan Murray, Moderator for the 
evening, who preached an edifying 
sermon from Luke 5:10, ‘Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men’. After 
the clerk had given a brief narrative of 
the steps leading up to the Ordination 
and Induction, Mr Murray, having 
read the Act relating to instrumental 
music in public worship then asked Mr 
MacLeod the questions appointed to 
be addressed to ministers before their 
ordination and induction. Mr MacLeod 
having answered appropriately then 
signed the Formula in the sight of 
the Congregation. The Presbytery, and 
those ministers associated with them, 
solemnly ordained Mr MacLeod to 
the office of the holy ministry and 
inducted him to the pastoral charge 

of Kiltearn and gave him the right 
hand of fellowship. Mr MacLeod 
was then suitably addressed by Rev 
John MacLeod (Tarbat) and the 
Congregation was addressed by the 
retiring interim-moderator, Rev Harry 
Woods.
After the benediction the assembled 
congregation made their way to the 
Kiltearn Community Centre where the 
ladies of the congregation had provided 
a veritable feast. After tea a number 
of communications from those who 
had been unable to attend were read. 
Presentations were then made, among 
others, to Mr MacLeod, his wife Kay 
and his two children, Ellis and Samuel, 
as a token of the warm welcome 
extended to them by the congregation. 
Mr Woods, who had presided over the 
earlier part of the informal gathering 
then relinquished responsibility to 
Mr MacLeod who carried out his first 
formal duties as minister of Kiltearn. 
Mr MacLeod called upon a number 
of speakers and a presentation was 
made to Mr and Mrs Woods. The 
proceedings were then drawn to a 
close with the singing of a Psalm and 
the Benediction.

Homosexual Church of 
Scotland Minister

The Church of Scotland's Aberdeen 
Presbytery has voted by 60 to 24 

to appoint a homosexual minister, the 
Rev Scott Rennie, to the pulpit of 
Queen's Cross Church in Aberdeen. 
The Congregation members who 
do not approve of Mr Rennie’s 
homosexual lifestyle are expected to 
lodge an appeal to block the move. 
The General Assembly would then 
make the final decision. Mr Rennie is 

separated from his wife, with whom 
he has a young daughter. He currently 
shares the manse at his present church, 
Brechin Cathedral, with another man. 
How sad to see the lack of moral 
leadership in our national Church! 
How can blessing be expected when 
God’s laws are openly trampled under 
foot by those who claim to be preachers 
of His Word?

Lewis Independent 
Christian School

Lewis Independent Christian School 
is in need of a new teacher. They 

are inviting applications from qualified 
Primary teachers for the school year 
beginning August 2009. They are a 
small, Reformed, parent-led school. 
Interested applicants are invited to 
submit their CV, statement of faith 
and philosophy of education to: Rev 
G MacDonald, Secretary, LICS, 80 
Newmarket, Stornoway, HS2 0ED, 
greg@nesschurch.co.uk.

Scalpay Induction

On Friday December 19th the 
induction of Rev Kenneth M 

MacDonald, formerly of Snizort, to 

Rev Calum Iain & Mrs Kay MacLeod

Rev Scott Rennie
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Scalpay Free Church (Continuing) 
took place. On what must have been 
the stormiest night of the year it was 
heart-warming to see a large crowd 
gathered for the occasion. Rev D 
Blunt (North Uist) preached a suitable 
sermon on the words, ‘But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house 
of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth’ (1Tim.3:15). After the induction 
the minister was addressed by Rev M 
MacLean (Rtd, North Tolsta) and the 
congregation by Mr Blunt.
Following the benediction presentations 
were made to the new pastor by James 
Macleod, elder, and to Mrs MacDonald 
by James’ wife, Jessie Macleod. A 
further presentation to a past Interim-
Moderator, Rev G MacDonald, was 
made by Calum Macsween, Deacon. 
Due to a bout of ill-health the more 
recent Interim-Moderator, Rev J Clark, 
was unable to attend.
The congregation then retired from 
their church building to the community 
centre where an admirable provision 
was made of tea, sandwiches and 
baking. After greetings were read out 
the new minister invited four friends 
to speak: Rev R Ross of Portree, Roddy 

Mackay, Snizort elder, his brother 
Donald MacDonald and Desmond 
Biggerstaff, Edinburgh elder.
On the morning of Sabbath 21st the 
Rev William Macleod  preached Mr 
MacDonald into the congregation 
before the new minister took up his 
new duties at the evening service.
Our sincere prayers and interest go 
with the MacDonalds and the whole 
congregation of Scalpay. We also 
tenderly remember the charge of 
Snizort, now vacant. 

Obama’s Support for 
Homosexuality

At Barack Obama’s request, Gene 
Robinson, the first openly non-

celibate homosexual bishop in the 
Episcopal Church, delivered the 
invocation prayer at the start of the 
week’s events marking his inauguration 
as president. This is tragic not mainly 

because Obama is willing to hold 
up the legitimacy of homosexual 
intercourse, but because he is willing 
to get behind the church endorsement 
of sexual intercourse between men. 
It is one thing to say: Two men may 
legally have sex. It is another to say: 
The Christian church acted acceptably 
in blessing Robinson’s sex with men. 
The implications of this are serious. It 
means that Barack Obama is willing, 
not just to tolerate, but to feature a 
person and a viewpoint that makes the 
church a promoter of a sinful lifestyle. 
Again, the tragedy here is not that 
many people in public life hold views 
(like atheism) that lead to damnation, 
but that Obama is making the church 
the minister of damnation.

Research Shows Britain to 
be the ‘Most promiscuous 

industrial nation’

Britain has been named the most 
promiscuous major industrial 

nation based on the “international 
socio-sexuality index”, which measures 
attitudes toward one-night stands, 
casual sex and numbers of partners.
The LifeLeague says: The conclusion 
to this study rightly cited the decline 
of religious scruples and the rise of a 
highly sexualized culture as two of the 
main reasons for this state of affairs.  
Let this description of the size of the 
task before us spur us all on to work 
harder for family values.

Orissa – India 
Barnabas Fund

At least 50 Christians have been 
murdered, some cut to pieces 

and others burnt alive. Many fear that 
the death toll is even higher, with one 

Desk

Rev Kenneth & Mrs Colleen MacDonald

Bishop Gene Robinson of N. Hampshire
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estimate suggesting that 120 Christians have been killed. 
About 18,000 people have been injured, many of them 
severely; numerous Christian women have been raped; 
some 4,400 homes have been destroyed; 300 villages have 
been cleansed of all Christians; and several orphanages 
and hundreds of churches and church buildings have been 
torched and razed. Relief camps, where Christians have fled 
for safety and shelter, have been attacked and drinking water 
has been poisoned. Over 50,000 Christians are thought to 
be homeless, and around 30,000, more than half of them 
children, are hiding in the jungle, many without any food 
and water. Starvation is a very real danger for many of them, 
especially for the children, the elderly and the sick. Christians 
wanting to return to their homes have been told by the 
Hindu extremists: ‘Come back as Hindu or don’t come back 
at all’. Many who dare to return to their villages are forcibly 
‘converted’ to Hinduism. Sometimes the Hindu extremists 
pour petrol over the Christians and then ask them to convert; 
if they refuse they will be burnt. And still the government 
shows itself reluctant to act. Although there has been talk 
of banning the Bajrang Dal, one of the Hindu nationalist 
groups responsible for the gruesome acts, and of imposing 
presidential rule over Orissa, no action has been taken. 

Persecution in Iraq 
Barnabas Fund

Thousands of Iraqi Christians have fled the city of Mosul 
in northern Iraq after Sunni Muslim extremists launched 

a deadly campaign to remove the Christian community from 
the city. ‘We left everything behind us. We took only our souls’, 
said Ni’ma Noail (50), a civil servant who had to abandon his 
home in Mosul and is now living in a church. At least seven 
Christians were murdered between 4th and 8th October, 
2008, killed execution-style by gunmen. Other estimates 
suggest the number of Christians killed is as high as 25 or 
even 40. Christian houses have been blown up, and at least 
744 Christian families (approximately 3,750 people) have left 
their homes to find refuge with relatives or in churches and 
Christian centres in seven towns and villages to the north 
and east of Mosul. Some are sleeping in their cars. Leaflets 
have been distributed in Mosul, threatening Christians with 
death unless they convert to Islam or pay the Islamic jizya tax 
that marks them as second-class citizens. The leaflets, which 
are an effective tactic used before in Baghdad and elsewhere, 
have been condemned by the Association of Muslim Scholars 
in Iraq. One source reports that on 9th October, extremists 
drove around the Mosul neighbourhood of Sukkar, shouting 
through a loudspeaker that Christians would be attacked 
unless they left the city. Northern Iraq is the historic centre 
of Christianity in Iraq. Many Christians from Baghdad and 
Basra had fled to the north for safety in recent years. The 
estimated Christian population of Mosul is now 50,000. It is 
believed that the extremists behind the campaign are linked 
to al-Qaeda.

Spring Conference

This year's Spring Conference is due to take place 
on Friday 10th April in Culduthel Christian Centre, 

Inverness. The theme is 'The Psalms'. The speakers expected 
are the Rev Robert Josey and the Rev Bill Scott who are 
to give addresses on the sufficiency of the Psalms and 
the comfort of the Psalms respectively. A book table and 
children's programme will be available. A brochure including 
a booking form is enclosed with this issue.

Year Book 2009

A new edition of the Free Church Year Book has been 
prepared. It contains details of all our congregations and 

other information concerning the denomination. Copies may 
be ordered from the Clerk to the Publications Committee: 
Rev David Blunt, Free Church Manse, Knockintorran, Isle of 
North Uist, HS6 5ED. Tel: 01876 510305; Email: davidblunt@
fccontinuing.org
The prices are £3.50 per copy for 1-9 copies and £2.50 for 10 
or more copies. Please make cheques payable to 'Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing)'.

Clearing a Minister’s Good Name

In the January Witness I reviewed John MacLeod’s recent 
book, Banner In The West and drew attention to the 

inference in it that the late Rev Roderick MacInnes (1886-
1971) had a drink problem. Having read my review, John 
MacLeod contacted me to say that on making further 
inquiries he discovered that the whiskey bottles at the 
Balnacille manse came from a different source than that 
implied. People kept cows and the bottles were used for 
transporting milk. 
John MacLeod writes: ‘Free Presbyterian friends in Uig advise 
that parishioners routinely provided milk for the Balnacille 
manse, placed at the church door on Sabbath evenings and 
collected by Mr MacInnes on Monday. Empty whisky bottles 
were the biggest and most readily available for this purpose 
and, in the days before a council refuse collection and when 
such could not readily be recycled or burned, a considerable 
hoard would have steadily accumulated. I am very happy 
to clear the good name of Rev. Roderick MacInnes and will 
suitably adjust the text in any future editions of my book’.

Rev Roderick MacInnes
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Paul has four of these ‘faithful sayings’. The first occurs 
in 1Timothy 1:15, ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners’. The next is in 1Timothy 4:8, ‘Godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having  promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation’. The third is in 2Timothy 2:11-
12, ‘It is a faithful saying – If we suffer [with him] we shall 
also reign with him’; and the fourth is in Titus 3:8, ‘This is a 
faithful saying, that they which have believed in God might 
be careful to maintain good works’. 
We may trace a connection between these faithful sayings. 
The first one lays the foundation of our eternal salvation in 
the free grace of God, as shown to us in the mission of the 
great Redeemer. The next affirms the double blessedness 
which we obtain through this salvation – the blessings of the 
upper and nether springs – of time and of eternity. The third 

shows one of the duties to which the chosen people are called; 
we are ordained to suffer for Christ with the promise that ‘if 
we suffer, we shall also reign with Him’. The last sets forth 
the active form of Christian service, bidding us diligently 
to maintain good works. Thus we have the root of salvation 
in free grace; next, the privileges of that salvation in the life 
which now is, and in that which is to come; and we have also 
the two great branches of suffering with Christ and serving 
with Christ, loaded with the fruits of the Spirit. 
Treasure up these faithful sayings. Let them be the guides 
of our life, our comfort, and our instruction. The apostle 
of the Gentiles proved them to be faithful, they are faithful 
still, not one word shall fall to the ground; they are worthy 
of all acceptation, let us accept them now, and prove their 
faithfulness. 
Let these four faithful sayings be written on the four corners 
of my house.

The Faithful Sayings
C H Spurgeon

‘It is a faithful saying’ (2Tim.2:11)

Congregational Remittances - January 2009

   2009 2009  2008
   Jan Total  Jan
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  1,832 1,832  2,000
Duthil-Dores  0 0  1,038
Inverness  2,000 2,000  2,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 1,300  1,300
Total Inverness   5,132 5,132  6,338
    
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  0 0  600
Brora   1,200 1,200  1,000
Kiltearn   1,800 1,800  1,700
Tarbat   0 0  750
Total Northern   3,000 3,000  4,050
    
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   641 641  564
Ayr   0 0  1,500
Dumfries  0 0  0
Edinburgh  4,179 4,179  0
Glasgow - Partick  2,000 2,000  2,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 0  0
Glasgow - Thornwood 1,344 1,344  1,700
Rothesay  0 0  250
Total  Southern  8,164 8,164  6,014
    

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   1,775 1,775  1,767
Harris - Leverburgh 1,000 1,000  1,000
Harris - Scalpay  1,585 1,585  1,540
Knock & Point  900 900  850
North Uist  800 800  800
Stornoway  4,670 4,670  4,611
Total Outer Hebrides  10,730 10,730  10,568
    
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale  1,000 1,000  1,000
Duirinish (Waternish) 400 400  400
Glenelg & Arnisdale 113 113  86
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 1,300  1,300
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 1,101 1,101  1,154
Poolewe & Aultbea 850 850  888
Portree   1,200 1,200  1,200
Snizort   0 0  1,650
Strath   410 410  0
Total Skye & Lochcarron  6,374 6,374  7,677

Total From Congregations  33,401 33,401  34,647
    
Other Donations   920 920  1,043
      
TOTAL   34,321 34,321  3 5 , 6 9 0 
Including Gift Aid:  5,622  
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Books
Songs of the Nativity
Selected Sermons on Luke

John Calvin
Banner of Truth Trust

hbk, 280pp, £15 00

Some people forget that John Calvin was 
not only a theologian but a preacher. 

Unlike many theologians his systematic 
theology, the Institutes, reads like a 
sermon – practical and biblical rather 
than philosophical. Here though we get 
the sermons which he preached to his 
congregation in Geneva between October 
1559 and March 1560. The translation by 
Robert White makes them easily readable 
today and makes them feel like rich 
contemporary preaching. Here you will 
find plenty of marrow for your soul.
One quotation will do to give a flavour of 
the work: ‘Remember the moment we are 
born into the world we come under the 
devil’s rule, until God reaches out to release 
us from his tyranny. That is the condition of 
every human being, that is the inheritance 
bequeathed by our father Adam… And so 
we serve Satan as his slaves. It is right that 
we should hang our heads and feel abject 
shame. For that should drive us to seek 
God’s mercy which alone can free us from 
our plight’. 

Rev William Macleod

Christ and the Future
Cornelius P Venema

Banner of Truth Trust
pbk, 224pp, £7 50

This book is an abridgement of a larger 
volume by Dr Venema titled The 

Promise of the Future. It deals with the last 
things and the return of Christ, a subject 
that should be close to the hearts of all the 
Lord’s people. It is well written, set out in 
twelve easily read chapters, covering the 
subject of the future for the Christian and 
the whole world.

There are many things to like about this 
book. It is biblical in its arguments, sets 
Christ at the centre of all discussion on the 
future, and covers the common divergent 
views on eschatology. It is informative, 
without being technical in its terminology, 
which should make it accessible to ordinary 
Christians. 
In the chapter on the signs of the times 
he says: ‘One of the deadliest temptations 
facing the church of Jesus Christ is 
institutionalism or denominationalism. 
Both of these ‘isms’ express a blind and 
unyielding loyalty to organisations and 
agencies that takes precedence over loyalty 
to Christ and his Word … Christians are 
not to place their trust in princes, least of all 
ecclesiastical princes, nor in institutions’.
Dr Venema does, however, stop short of 
a full declaration of the Pope of Rome 
as being the Antichrist and his use of a 
modern version for Scriptural quotations 
might not be to the appetite of all. But if 
you can get past these you will find this 
book interesting and profitable, and well 
worth a read. I would recommend it to our 
readers.

Rev Richard Ross

A Heart for Africa 
The story of Jean Nicolson – Missionary 

in Zimbabwe
Dolina MacCuish

Free Presbyterian Publications
hbk, 229pp, £11 50

Dolina MacCuish is an excellent writer 
and the account we are given here of 

Miss Jean Nicolson who gave her life to 
mission work in Africa is well told. The 
story begins with her grandparents and 
parents in the Northwest Highlands near 
Lochinver. It tells of her father becoming 
a policeman in Liverpool and then a sea 
captain on the West Coast of America. She 
was born in the Arizona desert, but her 
father died of TB while she was still a baby. 
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Her mother returned to Scotland and 
Jean was brought up in the Highlands 
and then in Glasgow. Having trained 
as a teacher she spent most of her 
life in Rhodesia which later became 
Zimbabwe.
The story begins before the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland was 
formed (1893), so it is interesting to trace 
the development of that denomination 
and then the origin and history of its 
mission work which began in 1905. It 
is amazing to read of God’s provision 
of their first missionary, a black 
African Christian, John B Radasi, who 
‘happened’ to turn up in Edinburgh in 
1896 and met some Free Presbyterians. 
He was trained as a teacher and minister 
and began the work in Rhodesia. It is 
good to read of the missionary zeal of 
the Rev Neil Cameron, the early leader 
of the Free Presbyterians. The book is 
full of interesting insights into Scripture, 
edifying stories and wonderful answers 
to prayer.

National Religion
A Presbyterian Political Manifesto

Michael Wagner
Landmark Project Press

pbk, 48pp, $6.99

This little book presents arguments 
for the establishment principle. 

Wagner demonstrates that there is no 
neutral ground. Either Christianity is 
the established religion or Secularism 
or something else. Governments act 
according to beliefs. He shows the error 
of the American idea of separating 
church and state. He argues that the 
Westminster Confession of Faith should 
be the national creed of every nation 
and he hopes that this will come about 
in the millennium. 

Scottish Puritans
Select Biographies (2 Volume Set)

Edited by W K Tweedie
Banner of Truth Trust
hbk, 1109pp, £32.00

Here we have biographies of several 
godly men and women of the 

seventeenth century. One fascinating 
life is that of John Welsh, the son-in-law 
of John Knox. Welsh was the minister 
of Ayr at the end of the sixteenth 
century. He was imprisoned for his 
stand against prelacy in 1605 and later 
banished to France where he ministered 
for some time. He was allowed to 
return to England but not to Scotland 
and died in 1622. He had remarkable 
answers to prayer. There was a young 
lad who gave every evidence of having 
died and was laid out on the slab for 
burial but Welsh would not allow them 
to proceed till he prayed over him 
for many, many hours. Eventually the 
young man revived and went on to live 
a useful life. We also read here of the 
life of John Livingstone. The story is 
told of the revival at the Kirk o’Shotts 
where 500 were converted in one day. 
Various edifying letters of Livingstone 
are to be found here too. 
A large section of the second volume 
is taken up with the autobiography of 
Fraser of Brea. It is amazing to read 
of the struggles of his Christian life, 
his backslidings and restorations, his 
four happy years of marriage and his 
imprisonment on the Bass Rock. There 
is a fascinating account of John Nisbet 
of Hardhill, a covenanting layman 
who died a martyr on the scaffold in 
Edinburgh’s Grassmarket. For several 
years he was a fugitive. Even his wife and 
family were evicted from their home 
and no one was allowed to show them 
hospitality. Word came to him that his 
wife had died. He hastened to the spot, a 

sheepcote 
in the hills with 
neither bed nor chair nor 
fire. Arriving eight days after her 
decease he found friends putting his 
daughter into a coffin. In the corner 
two of his sons were lying in a raging 
fever; neither knew him. Kissing his 
daughter’s corpse he said, ‘Religion 
doth not make void natural affection, 
but we should be sure it run in the 
channel of sanctified submission to 
the will of God, of whom we have our 
being. Naked came I into this world, 
and naked must I go out of it; the Lord 
is making my passage easy… I know 
that He hath done it who makes all 
work together for the good of them 
that love Him and keep His way, even 
He who first loved us, and this is my 
comfort’.
Another chapter is entitled, ‘Rare Soul-
strengthening and Comforting Cordial 
for Old and Young Christians’. It is the 
fascinating and edifying biography of 
the heavenly John Stevenson. He spent 
a day every month in fasting and prayer 
and had a wonderful nearness to the 
Lord
This is a most valuable set. I had a 
rather tattered Wodrow edition, so it 
is good to have it now in a pleasing 
modern hardback.

Rev William Macleod

Books



MARCH 2009 ISSUE16

In Deuteronomy 20:16-18 God commanded the Israelites 
to remove a number of nations and peoples out of the 
Promised Land, by killing all the men, women, and 

children living there. The difficulty of vindicating God for 
commanding this and His people for doing it, was raised in 
a letter I received. And, as it gives us a clear summary of this 
difficulty, and the questions it provokes, I will quote a section 
of it:
I’m still left with the difficult problem of Jericho … My question 
would be why were the Israelites so aggressive? I’m sure in those 
days there was plenty of land for all, was it really necessary to 
butcher the whole city bar one family? Yes, I know that the 
penalty for sin was death, but couldn’t they have tried to at 
least convert them? This [murderous attitude] is the attitude 
the Muslims had when Mohammed was trying desperately to 
start his religion. This kind of story is one which many people 
use to preach against Christianity, especially Muslims. How 
can we call Muslims bloodthirsty? How can we call ourselves 
peaceful? If we take the [Old Testament] Israelite example of 
their destruction of Jericho, should we cut the throats of those 
that don’t believe?
The question then is: ‘Should we kill our spiritual enemies?’ 
Or, in the context of our letter-writer, ‘Should we kill 
Muslims?’ Firstly, some negatives. The Canaanites were 
not killed because Israel were good. Israel were explicitly 
forbidden from coming to this conclusion (Deut.9:4). Neither 
were the Canaanites killed because God was bad. We must 
not think that God’s actions were arbitrary, capricious, or 
bad-tempered. As we shall see, there was wise, reasonable, 
and thoughtful purpose behind the command to kill the 
Canaanites. Also, we must disagree with those who explain 
this policy by proposing that God changed between the Old 
and New Testaments – from angry to loving, from wrathful 
to gracious. No, God is unchangeable in His being. 
What then can we say in defence of God’s commands and the 
Israelites’ actions? We would like to make ten points.

1  The Canaanites were some of the most wicked 
people that ever lived

Over recent years, historians and archaeologists have 
uncovered numerous clues and artefacts which clearly 
portray the moral, social, and spiritual depths to which the 
Canaanites had sunk. They were indescribably, and almost 
unimaginably, depraved. By some reckonings, they were 
probably about the third most wicked race that ever lived 
– after Noah’s generation, and the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. As such, far from being innocent victims of an 
unjust and cruel foreign policy, they were a moral cancer 
endangering the whole human race. The kindest thing that 

God could do for humanity, then, was to cut out every root 
and fibre of these wicked people, whose lifestyle invited 
widespread international divine judgment. Moreover, God 
had given the Canaanites hundreds of years to repent 
(Gen.15:16). God had given them time, but now God gave 
them up. Their iniquity was now full to overflowing, and so, 
therefore, was God’s anger and judgment.
But, even in this display of God’s holy justice, we find mercy 
in God’s offer of peace to the more peripheral Canaanite 
cities (Deut.20:10-11). If they surrendered to Israel, they 
were to be spared. And, even if they didn’t, Israel were to 
spare the women and children in these cities.
Do we not see here a picture of Gospel grace to evil and 
wicked men and women everywhere? God has announced 
the sentence of judgment on the whole human race. ‘The 
soul that sinneth it shall die’. However, in the Gospel, terms 
of mercy and peace are whispered to those who have ears to 
hear. Have you taken this opportunity to surrender?

 2  It impressed upon the Israelites the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin

On these killing fields the Israelites learned in a new and 
unforgettable way that, ‘The wages of sin is death.’ They 
saw the bloody and fatal consequences of sinning against 
God right in front of their eyes. But, some say, why was it 
necessary for hand-to-hand killing? Why did God not send 
a natural disaster – say, a plague or a flood? Well, by being 
God’s personal executioners of wicked people, Israel would 
best understand God’s hatred for sin. Instead of hearing 
the news of thousands of deaths in distant cities and lands, 
the deaths of the Canaanites were a daily, depressing, and 
exhausting experience. Imagine how awful to have awoken 
every day knowing that the cold-blooded killing of men, 
women and children was going to fill the day. Imagine 
what it must have felt like to go to bed after a day of such 
killing, knowing that many more days of this lay ahead. How 
fearfully and awfully suited to teach Israel the sinfulness of 
sin which required such justice!
One reason why people are unable to understand the need 
for the Canaanite Conquest, is the inability to understand 
how heinous and punishable sin is. The Canaanite Conquest 
was caused by their own sinful rebellion against God. Is 
the Canaanite Conquest a cause of sinful rebellion in you? 
The more we leave behind our shallow views of sin and 
understand more and more of sin’s true nature, the more 
we will understand not just the Canaanite Conquest, but 
the grace that has spared and saved us who also deserved 
judgment and death.

Why was there such Cruelty in the 
Old Testament?

Rev David Murray
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3  The honour of God’s attributes was at stake
One of the results of the Canaanite lifestyle, or should we say 
deathstyle, was that God’s character was being impugned. 
People were looking at what the Canaanites were doing, 
without any apparent consequence and concluding, ‘God 
cannot be holy if He does not act against such behaviour’. 
Or they would say, ‘If He is holy, He cannot be powerful, for 
we would see evident divine action’. God’s character was at 
stake, and the Canaanite Conquest helped restore it in the 
public eye. After it, onlookers would surely conclude, ‘Well, 
obviously God is holy and God is powerful.’
But, it might be said, ‘Does not the killing of women and 
children put a stain on God’s attributes?’ Well, Israel’s history 
reveals that it was often the heathen women who were a 
greater danger than the men. All the powers of Balaam and 
Balak could not touch Israel in Numbers 22-24, but in the 
very next chapter we read of the success of the Moabite 
women in making Israel sin (Numbers 25:1-5; 31:15-16). 
The virtue of women is often one of the main restraints on 
immorality in society. But, when this is removed, women 
become more dangerous than men, and as we can see all 
around us, the degeneration of society accelerates.
What about the children, though? Was it really necessary 
for them to die? Well, it has been shown that very young 
children follow in the habits and morals of their parents, 
even if removed from them at a very early age. Even today, 
in parts of the Arab world, we can see the powerful effect of 
anti-Israel indoctrination at an early age. Any one of these 
Canaanite children could have grown into a Pharaoh or a 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
God is the potter and we are the clay. We must, therefore, 
be willing to be used and shaped by Him to show forth 
His attributes (Romans 9:21-23). God’s honour is more 
important than ours. God’s character is more important than 
our comfort.

4  It may have been God’s way of saving the souls 
of some Canaanites

Terrible though the end of these Canaanite children was 
in this world, it is worth noting the possibility that some 
were elect infants. They were perhaps spared something 
far worse – a lifetime of abuse and depravity followed by 
an eternity in hell. Canaanite children were often forced 
into temple prostitution, sodomy, sacrifice to idols, and 
other unspeakable practices. Early death spared them these 
traumas.
You have perhaps lived a long and privileged life. Unlike 
these Canaanite children, you have been blessed with many 
temporal and spiritual blessings. But what have you done 
with them? Remember you will be held accountable. ‘Unto 
whomsover much is given, of him shall be much required’ 
(Lk.12:48). 

5  The physical line of the Promised Messiah was 
under great threat

The Promised Land was required for Israel to be formed 
into a secure nation, and a secure Israel was required if the 
promised Messiah was eventually to come forth from it. 

This is why only the six or seven nations and peoples which 
occupied the Promised Land were to be exterminated, and 
the more distant peoples were offered peace. 
Why though, it might be asked, could Israel not live side 
by side with the Canaanites? As our correspondent put it, 
was there not plenty of land? Well, Scripture records that 
the aggressors were often the Canaanites themselves. The 
Canaanite Conquest was based partly on the premise, ‘Kill 
or be killed. Exterminate or be exterminated’. If Israel did 
not conquer, they would have been conquered, the Messiah’s 
descent from Israel jeopardised, and with it the salvation of 
sinners everywhere. Out of love to humanity, physical threats 
to Israel’s security had to be removed. It was ‘save none alive’ 
so that, eventually, many might be saved alive (Deut.20:18). 
So, it was better that some lives perish than that God’s truth, 
God’s Messiah, and God’s church disappear.
The whole of history leads up to, centres upon, and flows 
from the Messiah. God’s plan for this world revolves around 
Christ. Everything else is secondary. Does your life lead up 
to, centre upon, flow from and revolve around the Lord 
Jesus? Is everything else secondary?

6  God commanded other nations to war against 
Israel at times

Old Testament wars were often judicial. They were God’s 
way of punishing evildoers. As such, Israel was not exempt. 
There were times when God commanded other nations to 
go to war against Israel for their sins to teach Israel not to 
presume upon God’s favour (Jer.4:19-31).
‘Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall’ (1Cor.10:12). Let us beware of presuming upon God’s 
favour. Let us be warned that God will chasten even those 
whom He loves, if they require it.

7  It was a temporary requirement at a unique 
time in redemptive history

There are once-for-all and unrepeatable events in the 
unfolding plan of God (eg the Creation, the Exodus, the 
giving of the Law at Sinai, Christ’s death, Pentecost). To this 
we should also add the conquest of the Promised Land. The 
aggressive Holy War it required was limited to the seven 
named nations at that one special period in history when 
God’s people were being formed into a nation. 
Let us be careful about turning exceptions into rules. Let us be 
aware of the danger of making a temporary one-off necessity 
a pattern for every-day Christian living. By so doing we 
‘wrest the Scriptures’ to our own destruction (2Peter 3:16). 
The Charismatic church’s errors in the area of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit are the result of failing to see Pentecost as a one-
off unrepeatable event which was necessary to ‘kick-start’ 
the New Testament church by giving signs and wonders to 
confirm the truths the Apostles were preaching.

8  We should marvel at the longsuffering 
of God today

When we see the just judgment which God visited on the 
Canaanites for their sins, we should marvel that He is not 
visiting us more severely today. Many of the evil Canaanite 
practices are among us. There is the blood-filled tidal wave 
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Dear Brethren, 
I would like to report on our visit to the Reformed Churches 
in South Africa (GKSA) Synod as representative of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing). I want to thank you for 
the opportunity to represent the FCC at the Synod. It was an 
uplifting event – full of love and grace.
I arrived on the afternoon of 13th January and left early 
morning of the 15th. So I attended the Synod for a day and 
a half. I was warmly welcomed as one of the 22 delegates 
invited to bring greetings and congratulations on their 

150th Anniversary. I enjoyed warm hospitality – meals, 
accommodation and an occasion of a special outing for the 
22 delegates from the other denominations.

Well Organised
The Synod was well prepared and documented and both 
discussions and decision-making processes were in a 
brotherly and thorough mode. It was a delight to see a huge 
meeting of 325 delegates (pastors and elders) to be so well 
organised and functioning in love and harmony. I felt truly 
at home and had conversations with many brothers from 

of abortion sweeping away millions of babies a year. There 
is the sodomy which is now not only tolerated but promoted 
in legislation, in our schools and even in some churches. 
There is the false religion which is being given preferential 
treatment above the true religion of Christ. There is the 
blasphemy which fills the TV channels. There is the 
pornography which is destroying so many marriages.
Oh the longsuffering of God! Oh the patience! Oh the 
slowness to anger! However, perhaps in Islamic terrorism 
we are beginning to hear the distant whispers of divine 
judgment. Perhaps this is the new Babylon which, like the 
old, results in curtailed personal freedom and a captivity of 
national fear. Think of the terror which stalks us at home and 
abroad. Are these whispers of judgment not getting louder? 
Is the thunder getting closer? Oh that the longsuffering of 
God would lead you to repentance!

9  An idea of the final judgment is vividly set 
before us all 

God is spoken of in Scripture as a ‘man of war’ (Ex.15:3), and 
the Lord of hosts (‘armies’). This war imagery is continued 
on into the New Testament when it speaks of the events 
leading up to and including the final judgment (2Thes.2:5-
10; Rev.16:16). In other words, the Canaanite Conquest is a 
foreshadowing of Christ’s Final Conquest, armed with His 
sharp sword, and clothed with His blood-stained vesture 
(Rev.19:11-16).
Are you ready for this final battle? Which side will you be 
on? Will you be with the Conqueror or the conquered? 
If only souls were more concerned with and interested in 
Christ’s conquest than the Canaanite conquest, how many 
more souls would be saved and safe. May consideration 
of the Canaanite Conquest save you from Christ the 
Conqueror.

10  The weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
but spiritual 

As we have already said, this period of conquest was limited 
in time. The weapons of that time must be sheathed, 
blunted and broken. The New Testament Church has no 
right to take the sword to advance the cause of Christ in an 
aggressive way (Jn.18:36). But He has not left His people 
defenceless. He has provided them with both defensive 
armour and aggressive weapons made not of metal but of 
truth, peace, faith, etc. (Eph.6:13-17). 
So, should Christians kill Muslims in order to advance the 
church of Christ? Of course not. But we should wage spiritual 
war against them with spiritual weapons (2 Cor.10:4-5). 
They may come to us with bombs and bullets and terror. 
We come with the Almighty power of words and love and 
peace. It may, of course, be necessary for a nation state to 
take military action to protect the citizens entrusted to its 
care (Rom.13:4). But this must not be confused with the 
response of Christians and churches to Islamic hostility. The 
right response is to love Muslims ‘to death’ – to love them 
till they are converted to Christ one by one and Islam dies 
out. Or, better, we should say, ‘love them to life’. 
Let the whole world know that Christians are the Muslims’ 
greatest friends, the Roman Catholics’ greatest friends, the 
secular State’s greatest friends – even if they treat us as if 
we were their greatest enemies and wish to even kill us. We 
come to you, our enemies, with a crucified and risen Christ. 
We come to you with the Christ who said, ‘I am come 
that you might have life, and that you might have it more 
abundantly’. We come to you with the Christ who loved the 
very enemies who tortured Him to death, ‘Forgive them 
Father, for they know not what they do’. We set Him before 
you and say, ‘Look and live’. Oh false religions, look to the 
incomparable and all compelling Christ!

Report of Attending the GKSA Synod, 
2009
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the GKSA as well as with delegates like myself from other 
denominations.
One of my surprises was to see Rev Kabongo from the 
Congo also present. As you may know, he helped at 
Covenant College with the lecturing on Church History 
every year while I was Principal there. We exchanged news 
and shared some of our joys and pains. 

Relationships with the Free Church
Under Ecumenical matters, the relationship with the Free 
Church of Scotland was mentioned and that a difficult 
situation had developed for the GKSA as there is now also 
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and people of 
both sides are known by the GKSA. They decided to leave 
the whole issue for the time being and would address it at 
a later stage. Hopefully my presence as delegate from the 
FCC as well as the greetings would make them realise that 
relationships with the FCC are to be seriously taken into 
account. The delegate of the majority Free Church from 
King Williamstown, Rev Alistair Wilson, had his turn to 
speak just before me. I mentioned that Rev David Fraser 
and myself served at Covenant College and that the GKSA 
has now a man, Heinrich Zwemstra, serving at the mission 
of the FCC at Covenant College. In addition I must mention 
that one of the good decisions taken by the Synod was to 
withdraw from the South Africa Council of Churches.
The greetings of the FCC as sent through Rev Maurice 
Roberts were well received. I made some remarks of my 
personal experience of the GKSA during my youth in 
my hometown Burgersdorp (where the first seminary of 
the GKSA was started). I asked them at the beginning 
if anybody knew of which town in South Africa I was 
speaking when I mentioned that as a youth walking the 
streets of my home town, every hour I was reminded to 
love God, as the church bells chimed out the melody of Ps 
116. Even before completing my question there was a call 
from the back of a packed church – ‘Burgersdorp’! It was a 
wonderful opportunity for the FCC to build relationships 
with the GKSA and other churches. I strived to do this in 
conversations and on the greetings occasion. 
I also attended the local GKSA congregation in 
Kleinmond on the Lord’s Day 18th January, on our 
return home. As the elder reported back about the 
GKSA Synod after the service, he mentioned that 
there is also someone else who attended the Synod, 
from the FCC, present today (with reference to 
me). We also had good discussions before and after 
the service. With this, I hope I fulfilled my task as 
representative of the FCC – although I know that it 
was not perfect and that one of the brethren from 
Scotland would have done far better. 

Closing Remarks
I close with the following remarks:

1. I think it is worthwhile and necessary that the FCC 
keep the awareness alive and keep correspondence 
going, emphasising the existing relationship via 

the delegates sent to bring greetings, as well as the practical 
involvement of Rev Heinrich Zwemstra (from the GKSA) as 
lecturer at Covenant College – a mission of the FCC. Thus 
there is already a relationship and it should be developed 
as one of close cooperation to fulfil the work at Covenant 
College. It may be a good idea to ask the GKSA to send 
the Rev Heinrich Zwemstra on deputation for Covenant 
College to the FCC churches some time in the future – this 
will strengthen and develop relationships with the GKSA. 
Heinrich Zwemstra came over as a humble and dedicated 
servant of the Lord. He would be well accepted in the 
churches, representing Covenant College.

2. A key person in this relationship is Rev Leo van Schaik. 
He was the main organiser of the celebrations for the 150th 
Anniversary and is curator of the Seminary. He sat next 
to me at a special meal for the delegates and we had good 
discussions. He knows Heinrich Zwemstra as a student 
who developed under his supervision, and Rev van Schaik 
is very enthusiastic about the GKSA’s involvement with 
Covenant College. He is planning, after the celebrations, to 
visit Covenant College and other work they are involved in, 
in Africa. He also mentioned to me that in all the churches 
he visits he mentions the GKSA’s involvement at Covenant 
College. 

3. On 14 September 2006, I signed, on behalf of Covenant 
College Zambia Trust, a document linking the College with 
Mhukhanyo, a ministry of the GKSA. Rev Flip Buys is the 
key person there and the College would benefit from close 
links with them. 

Brothers, there are so many levels of contact with the GKSA 
and vice versa that it seems the natural thing to be in full 
ecumenical association.

Kindest regards,
Rev Jan van Straaten 



And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 

henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; and their works do follow them.

Revelation 14:13

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
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