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Why was there such determination to introduce 
Sunday ferries to Stornoway? Why was there 
such jubilation when the Sabbath crossings 

began? People had lived happily all their lives without them 
and, in recent years, if they were desperate to get to or from 
the Mainland, there were the Sunday #ights. Is there not a 
spiritual dimension to this campaign?
People want freedom to come and go as they please. Some 
are ashamed of the Christian heritage of the Western Isles 
and want to be like other places. No doubt others saw here 
the opportunity of making some money and commercial 
gain. Caledonian McBrayne, while hypocritically stressing 
their concern to provide a better service for the community, 
hope to make money out of it. !e winter timetable for the 
Tarbert – Uig crossing shows little concern to provide for 
the needs of the locals. One wonders how much extra tra$c 
will be generated and there will of course be fuel costs etc 
involved in the extra sailings. However, sadly we must say 
that underneath it all there appears to be a hatred for God 
and His laws and a desire to strike a blow against Christianity. 
It sometimes amazes us when we see the opposition and 
spite of the unconverted towards God. But then did they not 
crucify His Son?
Results
Actions like these produce results. People despise God and 
His commandments at their peril. Increasing irreligion leaves 
people more savage, not more civilised. And of course there 
is the judgment of God upon the lawbreakers. ‘God is not  
mocked’. !e Bible makes plain that what we sow we reap 
(Gal.6:7). Increasing secularism and ungodliness is followed 
by immorality and wickedness. What sort of society are we 
becoming in Britain today as we turn more and more from 
God? !ink of the Ten Commandments.
1. False gods
!e two commonest gods today are self and celebrities. 
Forgetting God and man’s responsibility to Him as Creator 
and Judge, people are turning to worship themselves. !is 
shows itself in arrogance, sel%shness and individualism. 
Community interest is gone unless it is part of promoting 
the self-image. ‘Look at me and worship me. I think I 
am the greatest’. When not worshipping themselves our 
society worships the musicians, actors, millionaires, sports 
personalities and models that people adore and wish they 

were like. !ey ‘worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator who is blessed forever. Amen’ (Rom.1:25).
2. False worship
Man is essentially religious. When he destroys the true 
religion another arises to take its place. As Christianity is 
trampled under foot, cults such as Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Mormons are #ourishing. Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism 
are coming in. Already we have two million Muslims in this 
country. Shariah courts are being established and recognised 
by our civil courts. Even non-Muslims are now going to these 
courts for a cheaper and quicker way of resolving disputes. 
Islamic terrorists will stop at nothing to achieve their goal 
and many of the Muslims in Britain, when push comes to 
shove, will side with radical Islam. Our liberal establishment 
has no answer to Islam apart from appeasement.
3. Foul Language
People do not like to hear children swear and curse, but 
children only re#ect their parents. If they are not taught to 
fear God and if the only time they hear the name of God is as 
an expletive, they will follow that example set. Recently we 
had the case of public outrage caused by the coarse language 
of Russell Brand and Jonathan Ross, but why the surprise? 
Everything is justi%ed nowadays in the name of art. Expect 
more of it and worse.
4. Sabbath protection is going
People say that people should have a right and liberty to 
practise their Christian religion and atheists to practise their 
atheism. But with seven-day working many employers will 
not take on workers who refuse to work on the Sabbath. !is 
is a form of economic persecution. !en because trade goes 
on for the seven days there is more pressure on bosses to 
work day a"er day without a break and of course this results 
in stress-related illnesses. Families are weakened because 
there is no stated day when they can be together. !e Sabbath 
was made for man’s bene%t and without it he su&ers. When 
will people learn the bene%t of this creation ordinance?
5. Respect is going
We can all see in society how there is less and less respect for 
parents, teachers, managers and government. Without the 
fear of God more and more police are required, new prisons 
are having to be built and surveillance cameras installed 
everywhere to replace God. !ere was a promise of freedom 

A Society without God
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but actually we end up with more and more restrictions and 
‘big brother’ constantly watching us.
6. Life is cheap
Murders used to be rare headline news but no longer. God 
created human beings in His own image. To take away a man’s 
life unlawfully is a terrible crime before God. But if there 
is no God, and if a man stands in someone’s way keeping 
him from what he wants and if that individual thinks he can 
get o& with it why should he not kill the person who is an 
obstacle? If others can kill me then I must protect myself and 
so many young people carry knives. Violence spirals. When 
disability, pain and illness come, increasing numbers head 
for Switzerland and end their miserable, hopeless lives. Kill 
the unborn in the womb and the old in their beds. What a 
sad society we are becoming!
7. Marriage is gone
God gave marriage but government and schools today teach 
that sex is just a game – only make sure you wear protection. 
Young people growing up in this promiscuous atmosphere 
%nd it di$cult to form permanent relationships. Cohabitation 
is common and if marriage takes place it is not expected to 
last. Men and women keep their own houses and make sure 
they draw up prenuptial agreements. Children grow up in 
broken homes with the insecurity and bad role models that a 
succession of ‘parents’ provide. As people get older or su&er 
from illness or disability they are no longer desirable to the 
opposite sex and are le" lonely, bitter and with no one to care 
for them. It is still a crime to abuse young children, but for 
how long? !ere are calls for the age of consent to be lowered. 
People say prostitution should be allowed. Introduce young 
women to drugs. !e only way they can pay for the satisfying 
of their addiction is by becoming prostitutes. Society is happy 
to abuse them as they try to pay for their addiction.
8. Stealing
Why not steal if you can get o& with it? !ere is no God and no 
judgment day – so they say. Locks and security devices have 
to be installed and yet people do not feel safe in their beds at 
night. Even many of our members of Parliament, those who 

make our laws, have been shown to be cheats. Bankers and 
%nancial advisers, who look a"er our money, are concerned 
to line their own pockets. !e clever ones don’t get caught.
9. Dishonesty
Whose word can you trust? Would you trust a salesman, a 
journalist, a politician, a %nancial consultant? Witnesses 
under oath will lie in court if it is in their own interests. 
Couples, who marry, solemnly promise to be faithful ‘till 
death us do part’. How few keep their vows! In our land today 
the only problem for liars is being exposed.
10. Greed
For many people money is all that matters. !ey will work for 
it, cheat for it and steal for it. !e rich trust in their riches but 
recently we have seen how uncertain riches are. Overnight a 
fortune can be gone. Yet ‘money makes the world go round’. 
!e Bible tells us that ‘the love of money is the root of all evil’ 
(1Tim.6:10). ‘Godliness with contentment is great gain’, but 
the ungodly seem never content. People want the houses, the 
cars, the clothes, the spouses that others have. Greed is the 
consuming passion of many. What miserable lives!
Conclusion
People foolishly think they can reject God and His wisdom 
and trample His gospel underfoot and still be happy. !ey are 
surprised how empty, miserable and full of cravings they are. 
!ey turn to drink and drugs and %nd a short-term solution. 
Forget your sorrows and live for the moment, but the moment 
passes and the sorrows return. Society without God is cruel 
and destructive. It is a survival of the %ttest. What a contrast 
is true religion! It calls us to love God and love one another 
and gives us the Holy Spirit to enable us. It gives us a joy 
and satisfaction here and everlasting joy beyond this world. 
!e Gospel calls on all to repent of their sins, believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. Amazingly there is salvation 
for the worst of sinners – even for you. !ings look dark in 
Britain today but God reigns and at any time the Lord can 
transform our nation in a mighty reformation and revival as 
He has done in the past. We look to Him, pray to Him and 
trust in Him.

Marriage (Part II)
Dr Murdoch Murchison 

Dr Murchison having dealt with the current position last month now provides a 
Christian response.

De Christian Response

What should be the attitude of the Christian 
Church in general and the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) in particular to these 

changing mores in the society in which we live? The atheist 
and the secularist may claim that marriage is optional for 

society and as such is not a matter of great importance. 
Some will even claim it was a convention which fitted 
reasonably well into a certain stage of man’s evolutionary 
progress but now in the 21st century it can be dispensed 
with and replaced by some other arrangement which allows 
more freedom and personal choice. 
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The Christian Church however has a duty to be faithful to 
God’s Word. We may fully appreciate that unless there is a 
revival of genuine Christian religion there is little prospect 
of these trends being reversed. Nevertheless we worship a 
God who does not change and we have the duty to maintain 
Biblical standards in marriage as in other aspects of day-
to-day life. The church thus must ensure that the world at 
large knows what it stands for, namely the authority of God’s 
Word. It also has the specific duty to ensure that its own 
members and adherents are properly taught and instructed 
regarding Biblical standards and that its members abide by 
and uphold the same standards. 
Creation Ordinance
The first and most important point to note is that marriage 
is a creation ordinance. In other words, marriage as such 
was not some arbitrary arrangement invented or hit upon by 
mankind. It was, and still is, an essential part of God’s plan 
for the human race and has been so from the beginning. 
In Genesis chapter 2 we read that God said, ‘It is not good 
that the man should be alone. I will make him an helpmeet 
for him’. The initial and primary reason why God instituted 
marriage thus was, and still should be, that of companionship 
between husband and wife. As Matthew Henry quaintly 
observed, ‘The woman was made out of a rib out of the side 
of Adam, not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out 
of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to 
be equal with him, under his arm to be protected and near 
his heart to be loved’. 
The Lord Jesus confirmed this in Matthew chapter 19 verse 
4 when questioned by the Pharisees. He said, ‘Have ye not 
read, that he which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they 
twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder’. 
Dr Liz Jones, a paediatrician, writes in the Autumn 2007 
issue of the ‘Triple Helix’ (the magazine of the Christian 
Medical Fellowship) as follows: ‘God’s creation design 
was the marriage of one man to one woman and, within 
that committed relationship, the procreation of children 
who would then be nurtured by their parents through the 
developmental stages of their lives. !e Bible teaches that a 
husband, the lover and protector, is the head of his family; his 
wife is his helper and the bearer of new life; and the children 
are under their parents’ authority. !is teaching is now being 
regularly challenged and undermined’. 
She states: ‘God did not design men and women to be 
the same. He wanted there to be a complementarity. He 
deliberately made men with greater physical strength – to 
protect and provide for others. He purposely made women 
with greater relational strength – to nurture and care for 
others. The differences were designed to be a source of joy 
and satisfaction’. 
Marriage – the norm for most
While God in His sovereign providence may so order events 
that an individual remains single, yet the norm for most will 

be marriage and this is intended both as a privilege and as a 
blessing. Proverbs Chapter 18 verse 22 says. ‘Whoso findeth 
a wife findeth a good thing and obtaineth favour of the Lord’. 
In the New Testament there is clear condemnation for those 
who for whatever reason forbid marriage (1Tim.4). 
Research demonstrates that married people live longer and 
are healthier throughout these extra years. Studies have 
linked marriage to lower rates of cardiovascular disease, 
cancer, respiratory disease and mental illness. In this context 
new figures released in March 2008 confirm that single 
people are three times more likely to take their own lives 
than those who are married. 
Both husband and wife can and should retain their family 
connections and loyalties, and as a newly-wedded couple 
they are still required to honour father and mother. But now 
as husband and wife their primary human loyalty should 
henceforth be to one another as long as they both shall live. 
Complementary Roles
The Bible confirms that, while there should be essential 
equality between husband and wife in the marriage 
relationship, this does not mean that their two roles are 
identical or interchangeable. Paul in his epistle to Titus and 
Peter in his first epistle both make it clear that the husband 
should be the head of the house and while he must treat his 
wife with love and respect he has the primary responsibility 
and duty to provide for her and any family they may have. 
This does not mean that there is any place for a domineering 
and hectoring role, far less for an abusive one. Rather, the 
man is expected to love and cherish his wife and family and 
show them all due consideration. The wife for her part is 
required to regard her husband with love and respect and 
she should have the primary role as home-builder. 
Marriage and the family unit are God’s perfect plan and 
the evidence is clear that a happy, stable family is the best 
environment in which to bring up secure and well-balanced 
children. Sometimes, of course, married couples are not 
blessed with children and this can be a source of much 
sorrow. 
Self-indulgent
On the other hand in our materialistic society there are those 
who regard the prospect of having a family as a financial 
handicap and a liability which would interfere with their 
self-indulgent way of life. Philip Jensen, writing in the March 
2008 edition of The Briefing states: ‘The modern version of 
atheism is individualism plus economic materialism. We 
are consumers. There is no right or wrong, only personal 
preference. Where personal choice reigns, selfishness is 
king’. He also demonstrates how this philosophy works out 
in the lives of atheists. ‘The Australian Bureau of Statistics 
has identified atheists as having the lowest birth rates, they 
are the most common members of the “child free” clubs and 
they have redefined the marriage commitment of husbands 
and wives into the convenience of partners. More people 
choose economics and career over family and relationships 
and more people choose to live alone or make choices that 
reduce life to loneliness.’ 
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In contrast to this philosophy Genesis chapter 1 verse 28 
makes it clear that when God created Adam and Eve in 
his image, he blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it’. For 
Christian parents, children are thus to be regarded as a 
blessing from God (Psalm 127:3) whom they will endeavour 
by God’s grace to bring up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. 
It should not need to be reaffirmed that Scripture forbids and 
condemns again and again any sexual relationship outwith 
the marriage bond between husband and wife. There is no 
place in God’s plan for homosexual or lesbian relationships, 
far less for families based on such relationships (cf Lev.18:22 
and 1Cor.6:9).
Divine Guidance
For the Christian it can be said, without fear of contradiction, 
that the most important decision in his or her life is the 
decision by faith to follow Christ Jesus. For those who marry 
it can also be said that the second most important decision 
is precisely whom they should marry. In this, as in all other 
major decisions in life, it is important for the Christian to 
seek God’s guidance prayerfully. If we commit our ways to 
the Lord he has promised to direct our paths, but never in 
contradiction to the guidance in Scripture. Proverbs 3 verse 
5-6 says, ‘Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths’. This is not an appeal to 
subjective guidance; on the contrary it implies looking by 
faith to God and claiming His promises in accordance with 
the principles set out in His word. 
One requirement, as stated in 2 Corinthians Chapter 6, is 
that the Christian should not even contemplate marriage 
to a non-Christian. Verse 14 says ‘Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for … what communion 
hath light with darkness?’ This general principle applies 
to marriage as well as to other aspects of life. For the true 
Christian, marriage to an unbeliever is a recipe for discord 
and sorrow. As the prophet Amos asked many years ago: 
‘Can two walk together, except they be agreed?’ 
Commitment
Marriage as such is an extremely important commitment. 
To repeat, it is the union of one man and one woman 
voluntarily entered into for life to the exclusion of all others. 
Thus there is no place for forced marriages such as those 
which take place among immigrant families mainly from 
the Indian subcontinent. Nor should the UK government 
condone bigamy by providing social security support for 
immigrants who wish to bring more than one wife into 
this country. Marriage involves a substantial change in 
one’s way of life and given its importance and its intended 
irrevocableness it is not something to be rushed into. There 
is much to be said for having a period of engagement prior 
to the actual wedding when the couple can get to know each 
other better as well as meeting their respective families and 
making plans for the future. 

As Brian Edwards comments on the engagement, ‘It is a 
commitment, the first step to the final commitment. During 
engagement you are learning to live within a commitment 
but not THE commitment. This one may be broken but the 
next one may not’. Having said that, engagement for the 
Christian is not something to be lightly entered into and 
should not be broken without very good reason. It is better 
for the wedding to take place in a reasonable time frame. 
Indeed the Larger Catechism indicates that the ‘undue delay 
of marriage’ is a sin. 
Marriage for the Christian is intended to be a life-long 
commitment and the norm is that the couple will vow to 
be faithful to one another before God and before their 
family and friends. A wedding is a happy event as Scripture 
confirms but given the nature of the vows undertaken it also 
has its own solemnity. There is certainly a responsibility on 
the minister who administers the vows to ensure that the 
couple before him are fully aware of the implications of the 
vows they have taken. Couples seeking marriage within our 
churches may need to be properly instructed as to what 
they are doing and the possibility of marriage preparation 
lessons should be considered. 
If marriage is entered prayerfully there is every reason to 
expect the union to be blessed and permanent as long as 
the partners are alive to God, and prayer needs to be a 
continued feature of the new relationship. There may well 
be periods of difficulty and stress, but these are further 
reasons to hold God to His promises and seek His grace 
and help in every aspect of life. There is a basic truth in the 
saying that, ‘A family that prays together (and for that matter 
the couple who pray together) stay together’. Family worship 
should be a feature of daily life for the couple and then for 
their children if they have them. Despite this pattern, even 
among Christians infidelity may occur. The word of God 
in Malachi 2 verse 14 and the Westminster Confession 
of Faith (Chapter 24:5,6) based on that word, teach that 
while divorce is always to be regretted, it is permissible in 
cases of adultery and desertion. In these circumstances the 
‘innocent’ party is at liberty to marry again should he or she 
choose. 
Conclusion
Strong marriages and cohesive families form the bedrock of 
a stable society. We live in a culture which is in large measure 
post-Christian and has seriously downgraded the Christian 
concept of marriage. Already this has had grave consequences 
for the health and well-being of the community, and the 
situation appears to be further deteriorating. Where family 
life has disintegrated we see the ills of drug and alcohol 
misuse, street violence, mental and physical ill health and 
a rapid rise in sexually transmitted diseases. Against this 
background it is all the more important for the Christian 
church to maintain a Biblical concept of marriage and the 
family. Genuine Christian marriages and families based 
on God’s word and His grace can be a very potent witness 
to the relevance of Jesus Christ and His teachings to an 
unbelieving world. 
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What lessons may we ourselves learn from Thomas 
Boston? What relevance has his early 18th century 
ministry for us in our own 21st century?

1. His Character as a Devoted Servant of Jesus 
Christ
He was habitually a man of prayer. He saw God’s hand in 
the minutest providential details of daily life. He had a 
constant awareness of being under the omniscient gaze of 
the Searcher of all hearts. His practical life turned on these 
two principles: first, that it was his duty to discover the 
Lord’s mind and will in everything, great or small, which 
concerned himself: second, that all things both external and 
spiritual fell out with him good or bad, just as he followed 
or failed to follow the divine will. Numerous instances are 
given in his Autobiography. He took everything to God in 
prayer. He feared God above many, and when duty became 
clear, he acted, on pain of the divine displeasure. He was ever 
watchful to see how things turned out with him; anything 
successful was ascribed solely to the Lord’s gracious favour, 
but when it failed, he felt that he alone was to blame. His 
self-scrutiny extended even to his frame of mind. If he felt 
spiritual bondage, cold, dull, or formal in prayer, praise or 
preaching, he believed that in some way he had grieved the 
Holy Spirit who had justly deserted him. What anxiety he 
then manifested to get things put right again! His earnest 
crying was expressed in the prayer of the Psalmist, ‘Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation’.
Boston was deeply conscious of his own weaknesses and 
failings. His sense of personal unfitness for any spiritual 
task is apparent. In demeanour he was gentle, unobtrusive, 
affectionate and kind, esteeming others better than himself. 
In temperament he was prone to introspection and to 
depression of mind. His bodily health was poor and he 
suffered greatly. His domestic afflictions were severe. His 
beloved wife, an eminent Christian, became deranged in 
mind and for years was confined to a room in the manse. 
They had ten children, six of whom Boston buried during 
his Ettrick ministry. But like other pious parents such as 
Rutherford and Halyburton he had comfort in their deaths 
as children who had evidently died in the Lord. Through 
it all Boston’s submissive faith shone. In his own words: 
‘Sovereignty must have a latitude’.
2. His Theology of Grace
This indeed was the dominant element in his preaching. ‘By 
grace are ye saved through faith’. In strong opposition to the 
increasingly prevailing Pelagian, Arminian and Legalistic 

influences in early 18th century Scottish pulpits, mixing law 
and gospel and recognising in man a certain natural ability to 
do right, or to co-operate with God in so doing, he enforced 
pure grace as the source of salvation. Grace in its sovereignty 
‘of God that shows mercy’; in its freeness, offered to all 
without money and without price; in its fullness, pardoning, 
adopting, sanctifying, glorifying; in its simplicity, without 
works of the law; in its certainty and security, ratified by 
the everlasting covenant; in its appointed channels, coming 
through the Word and ordinances, and above all, grace in its 
practical fruit, teaching men that ‘denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, they should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present evil world’. 
But what was it that influenced Boston’s theological 
convictions? He had been trained in Covenant Theology 
(that of the Westminster Confession and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms). But Boston was a highly intelligent 
deep thinker who found, in his thinking and preaching, 
difficulties in reconciling the Covenants of Redemption and 
Grace with the Full and Free Offer of Salvation to all Sinners 
Without Exception. 
Mention has already been made of his discovery of the 
Marrow and of the Auchterarder Creed which had been 
imposed by that particular presbytery on anyone seeking 
licence or ordination within their bounds. The Creed read 
as follows:
‘It is not sound and orthodox to teach that we must first 
forsake sin in order to our coming to Christ, and instating us 
in covenant with God’. The intention of the Presbytery was 
clear: to uphold the doctrines of free and sovereign grace 
and safeguard its pulpits from legalism and arminianism. 
The wording, however, led its opponents to construe it 
as favouring antinomianism. It was condemned and the 
Presbytery censured.
Boston and other godly men present were grieved at the 
Assembly decision. Boston chided himself for his silence: 
‘Poor I’, he writes, ‘was not able to open a mouth before them; 
although I believed the proposition to be truth, howbeit not 
well worded’. But a useful lesson was learned: ‘to balance my 
natural diffidence and bashfulness, and to incite me to speak 
when I saw the cause of truth call for it’. Independent of the 
‘Marrow’ being republished, it would appear that there were 
many others in the Established Church of the time who were 
concerned to preserve evangelical orthodoxy and a Christ-
centred Gospel of grace.
Controversy was stirred the following year when a new edition 
of the ‘Marrow’ was published. Its teachings came under 

The Influence of 
Thomas Boston of Ettrick

Part II
Rev Ronald Mackenzie
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attack from Principal Haddow of St Andrews who saw in it 
dangerous Antinomian error. It was opposed in Presbyteries, 
Synods and finally, in the General Assembly which in 1720 
condemned the book. Next year a Representation and 
Petition signed by twelve ministers, including Boston, was 
laid on the Table of the General Assembly complaining 
that the previous Assembly, in condemning the Marrow, 
had condemned gospel truth, particularly in regard to 
the believer’s freedom from the law as a covenant of 
works, and also in regard to misunderstandings and 
misrepresentations of the Marrow which, they believed, 
involved a substantial degree of legalism. The Petition was 
referred to the Assembly’s Commission for consideration, 
resulting in the 1722 Assembly confirming the 1720 Act, 
vindicating it from the aspersions of the ‘Marrow Brethren’. 
Although rebuked at the Bar of the Assembly for erroneous 
doctrine and ‘injurious reflections’ against the Assembly, 
the men returned to their parishes, Boston having received 
the rebuke and admonition ‘as an ornament put upon me, 
being for the cause of truth’. A protest drawn up by Boston 
was received but not read.
The Marrow Controversy ended, but its influence did not. 
In 1726 Boston published a new edition of the Marrow 
with useful extensive notes and, despite the Assembly ban, 
it was widely read. It influenced many notable evangelical 
ministers in the Established Church such as John Willison 
of Dundee. The year following Boston’s death, the Original 
Secession occurred over the evils of patronage. Its leaders 
were all ‘Marrow men’, learned theologians: Fisher, Wilson, 
Moncrieff, and the two Erskines, Ebenezer and Ralph. 
Towards the close of the 18th century in the Established 
Church we find an outstanding ‘Marrow’ theologian in Dr 
Colquhoun of Leith whose writings are characterised by 
evangelical warmth, clarity and solid gospel truth. (His little 
volume on Evangelical Repentance has been republished 
by the Banner of Truth.) Colquhoun’s ministry was highly 
prized by discerning exercised Christians and his advice 
frequently sought after by Established Church students. On 
one occasion being asked by a student about what books he 
should read, his memorable reply was: ‘Noo, I daurna advise 
ye tae read the Marrow since the Assembly condemned it. 
But ye ken the Assembly didna condemn Tammas Bowston’s 
Notes on the Marrow, and that’s a book ye ought tae read!’
Although their description of the sinner’s warrant to believe 
on Christ as the Father’s ‘deed of gift and grant of His 
Son to sinners of mankind’ laid them open to the charge 
of teaching a doctrine of universal atonement – a charge 
vehemently denied by the accused – yet the crucial point 
of the Controversy in reality was not so much the extent 
of the atonement as the Marrowmen’s attempt to solve the 
old difficulty of reconciling a universal call with a definite 
atonement. When some ministers in the Synod of Fife, 
opposed to the Marrowmen, denied that there was any gift 
of Christ to sinners of mankind, the redoubtable Ebenezer 
Erskine rose and sternly replied, ‘Moderator, our Lord Jesus 
Christ said of Himself, ‘My Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven’. This he said to a promiscuous multitude, and 

let me see the man who dare say He said wrong!’ Never 
before, except perhaps among the 17th century Protesters 
and the later fervent Covenanting field preachers, had such 
stress been laid on the free offer of the Gospel to every 
sinner without exception.
It was the Marrowmen who conserved a warm living piety in 
Scotland at a time when it was endangered by cold legalism 
and formality. What they sought to do was to explain the 
inter-relations of the covenants and to point out the way to 
true Gospel peace and liberty for those who felt fettered by 
a legal spirit and were ignorant of the secret of Free Grace. 
A careful perusal of their writings makes it abundantly plain 
that their whole contention was to magnify grace and to 
oppose the insidious legalistic views that were undermining 
the very foundations of the Gospel. Dr Colquhoun of 
Leith, in his Treatise on Saving Faith, lucidly summed up its 
doctrine of assurance as follows: ‘the assurance of faith is as 
inseparable from faith as light is from the sun; but it is quite 
otherwise with the assurance of sense. A man cannot have 
faith without having assurance in it; but he may have faith 
and not the assurance of it. The object of the assurance of 
faith is Christ revealed and offered in the Word; the object 
of the assurance of sense is Christ formed and perceived in 
the heart. The former is the root, and the latter is the fruit.’
3. Boston – the Preacher and Pastor 
Boston was in his element when in his pulpit or preparing 
for it. In his early ministry in Simprin he formed meticulous 
habits of work, prayer and study and soon had his parish 
well organised. Every Sabbath he had a morning and 
afternoon service, one of which would be a lecture on a 
passage of Scripture and the other was the sermon. Evenings 
were devoted to catechising his family and servants. Each 
Tuesday evening there was a meeting at the manse for praise 
and prayer. On Thursdays he held a mid-week meeting 
where he preached and after which he always spent about 
an hour in private prayer and meditation. His small parish, 
lonely and isolated, numbered less than one hundred 
souls, yet Boston gave to his little flock the finest of gospel 
wheat. Although he laboured under serious difficulties, 
having no commentaries, he was a gifted linguist, a classical 
scholar able to translate a book which he had written on 
the Hebrew accents into Latin to the judgment of learned 
European scholars! He studied the Scriptures in their 
original languages. ‘God’, he says, ‘was a commentator to 
me’. His sermons were literally prepared on his knees and 
preached to his own soul before entering the pulpit. Early 
difficulties in fixing his mind on a text were overcome as 
the Lord directed him to deliver at intervals a series of 
expository discourses on a single verse or paragraph of 
Scripture. This was quite common among 18th century 
preachers. They called it their ‘ordinary’. 
One might think that such pulpit fare would lead to 
repetition, sameness, loss of interest and even boredom 
among hearers, but not so with Boston’s hearers. He preached 
to the consciences of his !ock with a freshness, liveliness and 
solemnity as a man fully awake to the realities of heaven and 
hell. When he began to preach as a probationer he aimed at 
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conviction of sin by the Law and, as he says, ‘I would fain have 
set !re to the devil’s nest’! Little wonder that worldly-minded 
heritors were hostile to his settlement in any vacant parish! 
But a"er his call to Simprin, an older minister suggested to 
him privately that if he would preach more on Christ and 
the promises of the Covenant he would !nd it sweeter and 
more bene!cial to himself and others. #e kindly hint was 
taken as from the Lord. He now preached not only the moral 
law in its spirituality and comprehensiveness, but also Christ 
in all His fullness as the end of the law for righteousness in 
justifying the ungodly. Henceforth Christ had the supreme 
and central place in his preaching as the fountain of life and 
salvation.
Boston was equally conscientious in his pastoral duties, 
visiting every household regularly, as well as visiting those 
who were sick. In all his visiting he would engage in 
catechising every person in the household, and by doing so 
he was discovering the true state of their souls. One entry 
in his Memoirs reads, ‘on the Monday, I visited the sick 
and spent the afternoon in catechising, and found great 
ignorance prevailing. On the Tuesday, visited a sick woman 
who was grossly ignorant. After I had laid out before her, 
her wretched state by nature, she told me that she had 
believed all her days. I thereupon sat astonished for a while, 
lifted up my eyes to the Lord, and addressed myself to her 
again, for her conviction. Howbeit, nothing but stupidity 
appeared. Therefore I saw that I had enough to do among 
my ‘handful’.’ Boston continues:
‘I had another diet of catechising on the Wednesday 
afternoon, and looking to the Lord for help, I got it, and had 
more comfort in them than I had before. Having inculcated 
on each of them their wretched estate by nature, and 
they frequently attending the means of instruction, there 
were but few examined that day that did not show some 
knowledge of the point. But the discovery I made of their 
ignorance of God and of themselves, made me the more 
satisfied with the smallness of my charge.’
He describes his method of visitation: ‘I made a particular 
application of my doctrine in the pulpit to the family. I 
exhorted them to lay these things to heart, namely, their 
natural state and their need of Christ, their duty of having 
family-worship, and then prayed with them’.
He was not long in Simprin when he could report that every 
home now had family worship. Occasionally his own family-
worship was combined with forenoon fasting, confession of 
sin to God, followed by an afternoon family meal. Monday 
morning was spent in private prayer, followed by catechising. 
In the afternoon he visited the sick, and the evening was 
spent in study. ‘I found’, he says, ‘my heart much bettered, 
my confidence in the Lord much strengthened; the world 
less valuable in my eyes; and my soul free from temptations 

that otherwise I was liable to’. He studied all day Thursday 
for the evening sermon and all day Friday was devoted to 
study for the Sabbath.
4. Boston – the Presbyterian churchman
We find here a whole-hearted loyalty to the principles and 
practices of the Established Church of Scotland as set forth 
in her Confessional Standards. Given to an introspective 
cast of mind and constant heart-searching as to the mind of 
the Lord in every detail of life, his tender conscience would 
not permit him to temporise with any perceived disloyalty 
to the Truth. This was clearly witnessed in Boston’s solemn 
Protest to the 1728 General Assembly against its leniency 
in dealing with Professor Simson of Glasgow who had 
been found guilty of teaching Arminian, Socinian and 
Arian errors between 1714 and 1727. The Assembly merely 
deprived him of his teaching post but allowed him to keep 
his emoluments. Boston argued that Simson’s offences 
merited deposition from the ministry for ‘the dishonour 
done to our glorious Redeemer, the great God and our 
Saviour’. The Moderator, concerned for the peace and 
unity of the Church, pleaded with Boston not to insist on 
having his Protest recorded in the minutes. ‘Will you tear 
out the bowels of your mother?’ he asked. Boston’s sensitive 
conscience was deeply touched. ‘If I had the conviction of 
that being the tendency, I would rather take it (the Protest 
he had read) and tear it in a thousand pieces’.
The following day, Boston gave in his answer, stating that 
while he adhered to his Protest, yet for the sake of peace 
he would not insist on it being recorded in the Assembly 
minutes. This shows Boston’s deference to, and respect for, 
the highest court of the Church and his love of peace and 
concord while still maintaining his conscientious testimony 
for his Master’s honour. He was a true Presbyterian in heart 
and life and never neglected the practical business of church 
courts, serving in the onerous capacity of Synod Clerk. ‘It 
was’, says Boston, ‘a work of great labour and painfulness; 
even the reading of papers was a business of great toil’. 
Lord Minto, Clerk to the Council of Scotland, being on 
one occasion present, remarked that he had never seen 
anyone draw up a minute ‘with greater skill, accuracy and 
faithfulness.’
In every part of his ministerial work, Boston heeded the 
Apostolic admonition, ‘whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God’. He concludes his Memoirs, written for the benefit of 
his children, with this advice: ‘Labour for the experience of 
religion in your own souls, that you may have an argument 
for the reality of it from your spiritual sense and feeling; and 
cleave to the Lord in His way of holiness, His work also, His 
interests, and people in all hazards, being assured such also 
shall be found wise in the end’.

"In every part of his ministerial work, Boston heeded the Apostolic 
admonition, ‘whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God’."
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News

Defaced Bible
Christian Institute

Obscene and offensive messages 
have been scrawled over a Bible 

at a taxpayer-funded exhibition in 
Glasgow. Glasgow’s Gallery of Modern 
Art displayed a Bible with pens next to 
it and a notice reading: ‘Are there any 
gay people in the Bible? Out of the tens 
of thousands of people who appear in 
the Old and New Testaments, there 
must have been. Same-sex love, such 
as that between Ruth and Naomi, 
existed, but has been written out over 
time’. Visitors are asked: ‘If you feel 
you’ve been excluded from the Bible, 
please write your way back into it’. 
A number of crude comments and 
angry remarks expressing hatred for 
the Bible’s teaching were written. The 
idea for the exhibition came from the 
Metropolitan Community Church 
(MCC) which teaches that homosexual 
sex is not sinful but to be celebrated. 

Andrea Minichiello Williams, director 
of the Christian Legal Centre, said: 
‘We have got to a point where we call 
the desecration of the Bible modern 
art’. MCC minister Jane Clarke said 
she regretted the comments made on 
the Bible. Following protests the Bible 
was removed to a glass case and plain 
sheets of paper left for comments and 
names.

What nonsense to speak of Naomi and 
Ruth in this way. !ere is not a hint of 
anything sexual in their relationship, 
nor in the relationship of David and 
Jonathan which is also sometimes 
spoken of in this way. !e law of God is 
the rule of life for the godly; heterosexual 
marriage was ordained by God as the 
only state in which it is right to engage 
in sex, and homosexuality is described 
in Scripture as an abomination to the 
Lord (Lev.20:13).

Isle of Lewis - First Same-Sex 
Civil Partnership

Christian Institute

On 20th July a homosexual couple 
registered a civil partnership on 

the Isle of Lewis. Andrew Robertson, 
a children’s television presenter, and 
marketing manager Craig Atkins 
became the first gay couple to seal 
a civil partnership on the strongly 
Christian island. The islanders’ 
traditions had taken another blow the 
previous day, as the first Sunday ferry 
service set sail. 

No Dignity at Dignitas
Christian Institute

A former employee of Swiss suicide 
facility Dignitas has spoken out 

after the recent double suicide of 
British couple Sir Edward and Lady 
Joan Downes. In reality the Dignitas 
‘clinic’ is ‘just one person who has 
found a way to make a lot of money 
out of death and the fear of it’, nurse 
Soraya Wernli told The Sunday Times. 
‘There is nothing dignified or uplifting 
about it’, added Mrs Wernli, whose two 
and a half years at the facility left her 
concerned that people were committing 
suicide because they were depressed or 
felt burdensome. Lady Joan, 74, had 

Soraya Wermli
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been suffering from terminal cancer. 
Her 85-year-old husband Sir Edward 
had been losing his sight and hearing, 
but was not terminally ill.

Hizb ut-Tahrir Meets Near 
Chicago

Christian Observer

Hizb ut-Tahrir (HT), the 
international movement to 

re-establish an international Islamic 
state, or Caliphate, met in Oak Lawn, 
Illinois, a Chicago suburb, on 19 July 
2009 in a conference called ‘The Fall 
of Capitalism and the Rise of Islam’, to 
begin a new campaign to win American 
recruits. One speaker suggested that 
modern industrial powers could fall 
to Muslims the way that Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia, fell to Mohammed nearly 1,400 
years ago. Another speaker said that ‘if 
they offer us the sun, or the moon, or 
a nice raise, or a passport, or a house 
in the suburbs or even a place to pray 
at the job, on the condition that we 
stop calling for Islam as a complete 
way of life – we should never do that 
– unless and until Islam becomes 
victorious or we die in the attempt’. 
Yet another called for the replacement 
of the US Constitution with Sharia 
Law. HT has not been designated a 
terrorist group by the US, and it insists 
that it is only interested in instituting 
radical change by non-violent means. 
Alarmingly, HT's alumni include 11 
September 2001 mastermind Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed, the late Iraqi 
terrorist leader Abu Musad Zarqawi, 
and would-be Hamas suicide bombers, 
and the group’s pro-jihadist rhetoric 
has led critics to label it a ‘conveyor belt 
for terrorists’.

Church of Scotland Considers 
Abandoning Parishes

Christian Observer

Due to several significant 
problems including a cash-

flow deficit caused by a shortfall 
in income, the Church of Scotland 
is considering whether or not to 
abandon a commitment to provide 
Church of Scotlandchurches in every 
part of Scotland, by closing churches 
unable to pay their own way. A great 
degree of disagreement exists among 
Church of Scotland presbyteries over 
the proposed plan, with presbyteries 
including Glasgow and Orkney 
arguing to maintain the poorer 
churches, and presbyteries including 
Edinburgh defending the closing plan, 
with Edinburgh presbytery member 
the Rev Peter MacDonald saying: ‘It is 

either [the closing plan] or survival of 
the fittest’. 

Church of Scotland Minister 
Resigns

Christian Observer

Church of Scotland minister, the 
Rev Thomas Mackinnon, has 

resigned as pastor of the Kilmuir 
and Logie Easter congregation, near 
Invergordon, in protest against the 
Church of Scotland’s induction of a 
homosexual minister as the pastor of 
Queen's Cross Church in Aberdeen. 
There is fear among some in the 
Church of Scotland that the recent 
appointment of a homosexual minister 
at Queen's Cross could cause the 
greatest divide since the Disruption 
of 1843, when part of the Church of 
Scotland broke away to form the Free 
Church of Scotland.

Nigerian Churches Destroyed
Barnabas Fund

Coordinated attacks by Islamic 
militants in four states of Northern 

Nigeria have left an estimated 80 
people dead, including two pastors. 
At least seven churches are reported 
destroyed.. The violence began in 
Maiduguri, capital of Borno state, on 
Sunday 26th July when a police station, 
a prison and five church buildings 
were set on fire. Elsewhere in Borno 
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a customs post was burnt. The following day the violence 
spread to Yobe state, where a police station was torched 
and two churches destroyed, and to Bauchi state and Kano 
state, each of which reports an attack on a police station. 
Police say that 50 militants and five police officers have 
been killed, but other sources suggest the total deaths are 
at least 150, maybe 250. The violence eased when curfews 
were imposed. Security forces are now clamping down hard 
on the militants. Large-scale anti-Christian violence flares 
up regularly in certain Nigerian states, though in this most 
recent violence it seems that the police were intended as 
targets as well as the Christians. Many local people feel that 
the security forces could have intervened in the preceding 
months to control the activities of these militants but failed 
to do so, perhaps because so many of the militants come 
from well-connected families. 

Britain is a cold place for Christians 
Christian Institute

Mounting equality laws have made Britain a ‘cold place 
for Christians’, according to a senior Bishop. !e 

Bishop of Winchester, the Rt Rev Michael Scott-Joynt, made 
his comments in a foreword for a new report published by 
CARE (Christian Action Research and Education). !e 
Bishop wrote: ‘!e sad fact is that Britain – which owes so 
much to its Christian heritage – is increasingly becoming a 
“cold” place which, as any re"ection on the fruit of Christian 
good works will demonstrate, is not in the general interest 
of society’. He said there appeared to be a concerted attack 
on the rights of Christians and when there were clashes, the 
rights of other groups triumphed.

North Korea Steps up Execution of Christians
Christian Observer

Andre Vornic of BBC News reports in a 24th July 
2009 article that North Korea of late has stepped up 

executions of Christians, and is performing some of the 
executions publicly. North Korea allows only the worship 
of its founder Kim Il-Sung, and his son, Kim Jong-Il, and 
otherwise views religion as a major threat. It is estimated 
that 30,000 North Korean Christians worship secretly in 
their homes. The US government states that owning a Bible 
in North Korea may be sufficient grounds for the torture 
and disappearance of the Bible’s owner. Vornic writes of a 
report from South Korean Christians about a North Korean 
woman that lived in a village near the Chinese border that 
was arrested and charged with distributing Bibles, spying for 
South Korea and the United States, and helping to organize 
dissidents. The woman was publicly executed in June 2009, 
and her parents, husband, and children were sent to a prison 
camp.

Laos Christians Persecuted
Barnabas Fund

Dozens of Christian families in Katin village in the 
Saravan province of Laos have been warned that they 

will lose their homes and livestock if they refuse to abandon 
their faith and to worship the ‘local spirits’ of Lao tradition. 
On 5th July a group of villagers, including some leaders and 

members of the volunteer security forces, broke into the pig 
pens of some recent converts to Christianity and confiscated 
a pig from each of nine families (comprising 53 people). 
One pig is worth about six weeks’ wages for an average 
labourer in the area. Later the attackers slaughtered the 
animals and divided the meat among themselves. Officials 
stated that the families had been punished for ignoring 
an order forbidding them from believing in the Christian 
faith. Then on 11th July all the villagers were required by 
the village chief to attend a special meeting. The officials 
issued an order that stated, ‘Those who follow the Christian 
faith are practising a foreign religion, not a religion of Laos. 
We have banned the Christian faith in our village. Thus, the 
residents of Katin village should follow only the belief in the 
spirits ... the Lao religion. If any villager ... is found following 
the Christian faith ... he or she will no longer be under the 
official provision and protection of the village’. Without such 
protection, the Christians will be liable to the seizure of their 
remaining animals and their property.

Iraq churches bombed
Barnabas Fund

In July, Christians came under attack as a number of bombs 
were detonated outside Christian sites across Baghdad and 

Mosul. Seven churches were badly damaged in the attacks, 
with one building being set ablaze. In Baghdad, a car bomb 
was timed to explode outside a prominent church just as 
worshippers were leaving the Sunday evening service; this 
resulted in the deaths of four Christians and le# dozens 
injured. Authorities in the northern city of Mosul responded 
to the explosions by introducing temporary curfews in 
Christian neighbourhoods. Allegedly, these are to provide 
protection to the community, but they are thought unlikely 
to prevent similar attacks from being staged.

Pakistan Persecution
Barnabas Fund

On 30th July, some 50 Christian homes were burned 
by Muslims in the village of Korian in Gojra District 

,Faisalabad. A Christian wedding was being celebrated in 
the village and rumours spread that, during the wedding 
ceremony, a Koran had been burned. Incited by broadcasts 
from local mosques, Muslims torched Christian homes 
and also burned Christian-owned livestock. It appears 
that a flammable chemical, normally available only to the 
military, was used, as happened in the notorious attack on 
the Christian community in Shanti Nagar in 1997. To make 
matters worse, Muslims lay down in front of the fire engines 
to prevent them reaching the blazing houses. The church 
building was vandalized and Bibles desecrated, but it was not 
set on fire. More than a quarter of the Christians of Korian 
are now homeless. 
Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, International Director of Barnabas 
Fund, comments, ‘It is only a month since the last attack 
on a Christian community in Pakistan. Large-scale anti-
Christian violence used to be very rare in Pakistan, but it is 
now becoming almost commonplace. This is a very alarming 
development in a country where a generation ago Christians 
could live securely, albeit with daily discrimination. In last 
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night’s incident, it is reported that thousands of Muslims 
quickly assembled to join in the violence. This, together with 
the nature of the chemical used, raises the question as to how 
far such events are being orchestrated by Islamist militants 
opposed to the government, who are seeking to destabilise 
Pakistani society by targeting the vulnerable Christian 
minority’. 

President Barack Hussein Obama

The Seoul Times, Tokyo, Japan, correspondent Jay Lee 
Walker wrote a 26th August 2009 letter saying that US 

President Barack Hussein Obama is trying to manipulate the 
United States closer to the Muslim world by spouting Islamic 
propaganda. Walker quotes Obama saying that the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan ‘reminds us of the principles that 
we hold in common, and Islam's role in advancing justice, 
progress, tolerance and the dignity of all human beings’, and 
then Walker rhetorically asks, ‘what “justice” and “tolerance” 
is Obama talking about?’ Walker points out that ‘Mohammed 
himself did not believe in the dignity of all human beings.. 
Jews and Pagans were killed and enslaved, [and] ... all faiths 
were banned from the lands of Mecca and Medina. The 
multi-religious nature of Arabia was shattered and destroyed 
by both Mohammed and the early Muslim leaders who 
eradicated Christianity from Arabia’. Walker compares the 
inherent superiority of Muslims in Islamic Sharia Law with the 

equality of all citizens 
before the law inherent 
in modern Western 
law, then reminds the 
reader about Muslim 
‘tolerance’ of non-
Muslims ‘in recent 
incidents of burning 
Christians alive in 
Pakistan, beheading 
Christian converts 
from Islam in Somalia, 
killing innocent Shia 
Muslims in Iraq, killing 
Buddhists in Southern 
Thailand, beheading 
Christian pastors in 
Nigeria, persecuting Coptic Christians in Egypt, and so 
forth’. Walker continues to review many other facets of 
Muslim treatment of non-Muslims, women, and others, and 
asks: ‘Why is Obama making false statements and why is he 
ignoring reality? … Why does Obama close his eyes when it 
pleases him and why does he make false statements which 
can be ridiculed or openly contradicted at the drop of a hat? 
... Where is the justice and equality in Islamic Sharia Law and 
the Koran for non-Muslims?’

Remittances - August 2009
   2009 2009  2008
   Aug Total    Total to Aug
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen  0 7,132  6,631
Duthil-Dores  4,386 16,046  14,077
Inverness  2,000 18,000  16,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 11,256  11,863
Total Inverness  7,686 52,433  48,571
    
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  0 2,325  2,570
Brora   1,400 10,553  12,668
Kiltearn   1,800 14,400  13,800
Tarbat   800 7,222  6,474
Total Northern  4,000 34,500  35,512
    
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   270 4,643  4,810
Ayr   0 613  2,460
Dumfries  0 0  0
Edinburgh  7,800 23,079  16,076
Glasgow - Partick  3,000 20,000  20,500
Glasgow - Shettleston 1,400 7,400  6,800
Glasgow - Thornwood 1,550 15,859  15,452
Rothesay   0 73  1,331
Total  Southern  14,020 71,667  67,429
    

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   1,766 15,667  14,981
Harris - Leverburgh 1,000 8,774  8,684
Harris - Scalpay  1,585 13,121  13,297
Knock & Point  950 7,250  7,971
North Uist  1,000 7,641  7,859
Stornoway  9,964 47,126  40,254
Total Outer Hebrides 16,265 99,580  93,046
    
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale  0 7,688  8,229
Duirinish (Waternish) 0 2,800  2,800
Glenelg & Arnisdale 96 1,448  1,319
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,350 11,212  11,475
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 300 4,889  9,913
Poolewe & Aultbea 300 6,557  8,631
Portree   1,200 9,600  13,606
Snizort   1,200 9,833  15,111
Strath   0 3,074  1,716
Total Skye & Lochcarron 4,446 57,101  72,800
    
Total From Congregations  46,417 315,282  317,358
Other Donations   8,479 17,976  12,611
    
TOTAL   54,895 333,258  329,969
Including Gift Aid   22,121  38,359
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Books
!e Duties of Parents

Jacobus Koelman, 
Reformation Heritage Books

pbk, 169pp , £12.97

Koelman (1632-1695) lived during 
the days of the Second Dutch 

Reformation. He was a chaplain to the 
Dutch embassies in Copenhagen and 
Brussels for ten years from 1652 and 
therea!er ministered in a congregation in 
Zeeland until 1675. He was forced to leave 
because of his opposition to the use of set 
prayers and also government interference 
in church a"airs; furthermore he was 
regarded by some as holding overly strict 
views including the opposing of ‘human’ 
feast days such as Christmas, Easter and 
New Year’s Day. #e Second Reformation 
paralleled English Puritanism; its followers 
did not in any way alter the ‘old’ doctrines 
but rather emphasised a life of piety based 
on these doctrines which would impact 
on every sphere of life. #is historical and 
theological background is clearly re$ected 
in Koelman’s writing.
The book was translated from the 
original Dutch language edition in 2003 
and is from a series entitled Classics 
of Reformed Spirituality. The Scripture 
verses are directly translated from the 
Dutch. In the introduction to the original 
Dutch edition Bergman stresses that we 
know not whether our children are elect 
or not and that we must thus pray and 

labour for their salvation. Koelman 
summarises the purpose of this book 

as follows ‘I have given rules and 
mentioned means by which children 

may be educated in a Christian 
manner for the Lord and His 
service unto their salvation’. 

The book has ten chapters each of which 
contains a number of ‘rules’ – totalling 
282 – regarding various aspects of the 

upbringing and care of children. It is 
interesting to note that though married 
he had no children of his own but I was 
struck repeatedly by the very practical 
advice he gives not only to parents but 
to every one of us regarding our spiritual 
welfare.
The first chapter gives wise advice relating 
to marriage and that if it is blessed with 
children they should be set apart for the 
Lord. He refers to the sanctity of baptism 
and how care should be taken about the 
naming of children; he would certainly 
not approve of the current fashion of 
naming children after media stars. He 
argues that it is good to name children 
after worthy biblical characters so that, 
in future years, they might with God’s 
blessing follow their example. 
The second and third chapters deal with 
the bringing up of children up to their 6th 
and 12th year respectively. Subsequent 
chapters include ‘Teaching the virtues 
of Godliness’ and ‘Teaching victory over 
particular sins’.  Numerous examples 
could be given of the ‘rules’ he gives 
but, by way of illustration, describing 
how parents should not give in to their 
children’s demands, he writes, ‘It is better 
for them to cry here and not get their 
way than in hell’. The longest chapter 
entitled ‘Teaching children how to pray’ is 
a masterly exposition from which both 
young and old would profit.
Koelman, whilst correctly having 
a primary concern for the spiritual 
welfare of children, does not forget their 
physical and material needs. He thus 
addresses issues which are remarkably 
contemporary such as their diet, which 
should be sufficient but not in excess, 
and the desirability of avoiding yielding 
to the demands of children to be clothed 
according to the fashions of the world. He 
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also covers the types of employment 
we should desire for our children and 
their choice of marriage partner – 
thus coming ‘full circle’ in the views 
he puts forth in this book.
I enjoyed reading this book and 
was greatly convicted by Koelman’s 
thoughtful and clearly Scriptural 
arguments. Whilst particularly aimed 
at parents, teachers and others who 
have dealings with children will 
find much of spiritual benefit in 
these pages and thus it is warmly 
recommended. Finally, reference is 
made in the introduction to chapters 
included in the original but which do 
not occur in this edition including, 
‘Twenty examples of Godly Children 
who died at an early age’. It would 
surely be beneficial if this material 
could be made available by RHB. 

Dr Andrew Naylor

John Calvin
Simonette Carr

Reformation Heritage Books
hbk, 63pp $18.00

This is the first of a new series 
entitled, ‘Christian Biographies 

for Young Readers’. Appropriately this 
one appears in this anniversary year of 
Calvin’s birth (1509). The main facts 
of Calvin’s life are told simply and 
clearly. Simonette Carr is obviously 
well-used to teaching children. The 
print is large, there are many helpful 
illustrations and the whole book is 
beautifully presented.
Calvin’s labours were prodigious – 
preaching, lecturing, advising, writing 
commentaries, books and letters, and 
all this while he suffered from many 
illnesses. Carr asks, ‘Can you imagine 
preaching to a crowd of people 

without a microphone when you have 
tuberculosis?’ Eventually he was so 
weak he had to be carried to his pulpit. 
She writes, ‘When he was too sick to 
get up, he dictated to a helper from 
his bed. As his health became worse, 
his friends suggested that he should 
stop working and just rest. The idea 
sounded very strange to Calvin, who 
replied, “What? Do you want the Lord 
to find me idle when He comes?”’ 
What an example to all of us!
This is an excellent children’s book 
which adults will find beneficial too.

Heroes
Iain H Murray

Banner of Truth Trust, 
hbk, 320pp, £15

Iain Murray, to whom God has 
given a special gi! in the writing 

of Christian biography, has le! us 
in his debt once more by producing 
this present volume. "ere are seven 
chapters on di#erent individuals or 
pairs. Some of these are well known, 
for example Jonathan Edwards, 
White$eld and Spurgeon. Others are 
much less known: Charles and Mary 
Colcock and Hewitson and Kalley. 
"e story of the evangelisation/ 
reformation in Madeira in the 
nineteenth century makes encouraging 
reading. God worked amazingly. "en 
comes the terrible Roman Catholic 
persecution when Hewitson and 
Kalley and most of the converts have to 
%ee. But God over-rules this for good 
too, in that those who ‘were scattered 
abroad went everywhere preaching 
the word’ (Acts 8:4) and by this means 
the gospel was spread especially to 
Brazil, also Portuguese-speaking.
The Colcocks are interesting because 
of their ministry to slaves just prior 

to the American Civil War. Their 
plantation slaves were treated like 
their own family. Charles’ ministry 
was blessed to the salvation of many. 
It is sad to read of the devastation of 
the South which followed the War.
On ‘Spurgeon as an Evangelist’ Murray 
writes: ‘He believed that a man without 
evangelistic passion ought not to be 
in the Christian ministry. For him 
it was not enough simply to “teach 
the Scriptures” and to trust that in 
the course of doing so some may be 
converted. Rather he believed in the 
necessity of regular, direct, pointed, 
evangelistic preaching, urgently 
delivered with the expectation of 
response. He argued that not all 
Scripture is equally adapted to the 
condition of the lost and it is the 
preacher’s business to recognise the 
texts that God has so often used and 
to major on such texts’.
On Edwards he writes, ‘There is one 
text more than any other to which 
the life of Jonathan Edwards leads 
us back. It is at the heart of the 
Resolutions he wrote as a young 
Christian; he preached it in Boston at 
the age of twenty-seven when he said, 
“the creature is nothing and God is 
all”; and he delighted in it the longer 
he lived. The text is 1 Corinthians 
10:31: “Whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God”.…All good is given 
to believers – all grace, all revival, 
all redemption, all eternity – that we 
might be abased and find our all in 
God’. If only we gave all glory to God 
what blessings we would experience! 
We warmly recommend this edifying 
volume.

William Macleod

Books
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The Moral Law as the Rule of Life for Believeres

The orthodox view is that the Ten Commandments 
are God’s unchanging Rule of Life for all mankind. 
!e Moral Law is eternal and unalterable as a code of 

morality. It is not based on God’s will only as, to a large extent, 
the Ceremonial and Judicial Laws are in the OT, but on God’s 
character. It is because they believed the Ten Commandments 
to be God’s eternal standard of righteousness that the 
Westminster divines, in their Confession and Catechisms, 
devote so much attention to the issue of how we are to 
understand and to keep God’s Moral Law in all its detail. 
Essential to this high view of the Ten Commandments is the 
view that there are three forms of law in Scripture: Moral, 
Ceremonial and Judicial. Of these three only the first is 
permanent. 
The Ceremonial Law passed away in its entirety when Christ 
completed His work by dying for us. The Ceremonial Law 
was given to Israel in OT times to foreshadow the redemptive 
work of Christ, who was then still to come. The Judicial Law 
has for the most part passed away. Israel is no longer, in 
NT times, a theocracy. The gospel is now to be preached 
to all nations among which there are a variety of types of 
government. It is important to see that there are these three 
forms of law in the Old Testament and that two of them are 
now not relevant to the Christian apart from certain eternal 
principles which are of a moral kind.
In both OT and NT there are clear indications that the Moral 
Law is distinct from and to be regarded as more important 
than the other forms of law. Such texts as the following are 
evidence for this: 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 51:16-17; Isaiah 1: 
12-17; Jeremiah 7:22-23; Micah 6:8; Mark 2:25-26. 
We may here quote as an example of the emphasis in all of 
these texts the famous words of Samuel: ‘Hath the Lord as 
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams’ (1Sam.15:22).
However the Ten Commandments, which we refer to as the 
Moral Law, are in Scripture declared to be permanent and 
always relevant to man’s life in this world. The following 
passages are of great importance in this regard and show 
that there is no teaching in the NT to suggest that the Moral 
Law is ever to become irrelevant or outdated while the world 
stands: 

Christ declares: ‘Think not that I am come to destroy 1. 
the law: I am not come to destroy but to fulfil. For 
verily I say into you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be 
fulfilled’ (Mt.5:17-18). That our Lord is here referring 

to the Moral Law or Ten Commandments is made clear 
in that He immediately begins to take examples of this 
Moral Law so as to expound and to apply it to man’s life 
in this world. 
Paul affirms: ‘He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 2. 
law. For this, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou 
shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear 
false witness, thou shalt not covet; and if there be any 
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ’ 
(Rom.13:8-9). Paul’s manner of referring to the Moral 
Law makes it clear that it is still relevant as such in this 
NT age. In other words the Moral Law is summed up 
in the Ten Commandments and it includes all of them. 
Though he gives only some of the commandments 
as examples he is careful to say, ‘If there be any other 
commandment’. In so speaking he means to say that the 
whole of the Decalogue is our rule of life still. 
James also makes clear the binding nature of the Ten 3. 
Commandments to Christians as their Rule of Life:  
James states: ‘Whosoever shall keep the whole law and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that 
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 
Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a transgressor of the law’ (James 2:10-11). 
It is evident that he regards the Decalogue as a divinely 
given unit binding our consciences in this life as much 
in NT times as in OT times. ‘To offend in one point’, he 
says, is to be ‘guilty of all’.

New Covenant Teaching
This view of the Moral Law as permanent and complete is 

being challenged at this time by what is referred to as 
‘New Covenant’ teaching. In brief this teaching involves 
the following ideas:
There are not three forms of Law but only one;1. 
The Law was for OT Israel as the Old Covenant 2. 
people;
Only those parts of the Decalogue which are explicitly 3. 
affirmed by Christ or His apostles are  valid in NT 
times;
The Ten Commandments as such are not the rule of life 4. 
for believers in NT times;
The fourth commandment, referring to a Sabbath, is 5. 
ceremonial;
Christ has in fact raised the standard in holiness in NT 6. 
times;
They hold such positions as these yet deny that they are 7. 
Antinomians.

Five Recent Errors in Theology 
(Part II)

Rev Maurice Roberts
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Comments
The position taken by New Covenant theologians 1. 
is inconsistent and has been influenced by 
Dispensationalism, a form of teaching which fails to 
see that OT Israel is not a different entity from the NT 
church but is in fact a part of that church.
The greatest casualty is the fourth commandment, 2. 
namely a weak sense of obligation to keep the 
Sabbath.
Once you slacken man’s sense of obligation to God’s 3. 
moral law you will at once induce carelessness. The 
Bible never does this.
It is very clearly contrary to the teaching of the 4. 
Westminster Confession which declares: ‘The moral 
law doth for ever bind all, as well justified persons as 
others’. And again: ‘Neither doth Christ in the gospel 
any way dissolve, but much strengthen this obligation’. 
(Confession chapter 19, section 5).

Good Books to Read
The Confession of Faith, A A Hodge, Banner of Truth 

Trust.
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, D M. Lloyd-Jones, vol. 

one, IVP.

Federal Vision Theology
This is a recent development in the United States and it has 

caused a good deal of controversy among American 
churches which traditionally have been faithful to the 
Westminster Standards.

1. It is sometimes referred to as Auburn Avenue teaching. 
Notable proponents are: Douglas Wilson, John Barach, 
Richard Lusk and Steve Schlissel.

2. It started in 2002 at the Auburn Avenue Pastors’ 
Conference at Auburn Avenue Presbyterian Church 
(PCA), held in Monroe, Louisiana.

3. They are suspicious of Systematic Theology and wish 
to redefine the terms of theology such as adoption, 
regeneration, justification, etc. They have a high view 
of the sacraments and Wilson is on record as having 
said that ‘Baptism unites us to Christ and to his body 
by the power of the Spirit’. But it is important to ask the 
question, ‘If this is so, why did Christ tell Nicodemus 
that he still needed the New Birth?’ 

4. So much is made of the Covenant that Christ is almost 
lost sight of.

5. They follow Professor Norman Shepherd’s view of 
Justification – that faith has the idea in it of ‘faithfulness’. 
They endorse New Perspective ideas of Justification.

6. This Federal Vision teaching is similar to the High 
Church sacramentalism which came into the Church 
of England at the time of the Oxford Movement in the 
1830s.

A Useful Book
The Auburn Avenue Theology: Pros and Cons, Ed. 

Calvin Beisner, for the Knox Theological Seminary 
Colloquium, 2004.

A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger 
who was new to our small Texas town. From 
the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this 

enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with 
our family. The stranger was quickly accepted and was 
around from then on. 
As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family: 
he had a special niche. My parents were very good parents 
in many ways. My mother taught me good from evil, and 
my Dad taught me to obey. But the stranger ... he was our 
storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours, with 
adventures, mysteries and even comedies! (Even though 
we would never go to a cinema!) 
If I wanted to know anything about politics, history, or 
science, he always claimed that he knew the answers about 
the past, understood the present and even seemed able to 
predict the future. He took the family to the first football 
match (although we would never have been allowed to go 
and watch a game!). He made me laugh and he made me 
cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but Dad did not 
seem to mind. 
Sometimes I noticed that Mum would get up quietly 
while the rest of us were shushing each other, to listen to 
what he had to say, and she would go to the kitchen for 
peace and quiet. (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the 
stranger to leave.) 
Dad ruled our family with certain moral convictions, but 
the stranger never felt obliged to honour these. Swearing, 
for example, was never allowed in our home: not from our 
friends nor any visitors. Our long-time visitor, however, 
could swear with words which made my Dad squirm and 
my mother blush. But he was never asked to leave, as he 
should have been. 
We were never allowed the free use of alcohol, but the 
stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis, as he 
did cigarettes and tobacco, which he made look ‘cool’! 
My parents were very strict in their morals, but the stranger 
could talk freely (much too freely!) about things which 
should never once be mentioned in a Christian home. His 
comments were sometimes blatant, and sometimes even 
worse. 
I know now that my early concepts about relationships 
were influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time 
he opposed the values of my parents, yet he was seldom 
rebuked ... and NEVER asked to leave as he should have 
been. 
More than fifty years have passed since the stranger 
moved in with our family. He has blended right in and 
is not nearly so fascinating as he was at first. Still if you 
could walk into my parents' den today, you would still 
find him sitting over in his corner, waiting for someone to 
listen to him talk and watch him draw his pictures. 
His name? 
We just call him ‘TV’.
He has a wife now ... we call her ‘Computer’.

Adapted, Friendly Companion, August 2009

The Unwelcome Stranger
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Dear All,

Last time I wrote was in April and I told you of the 
difficulties we were facing from Social Welfare; then in 
my second email in April I was able to tell you about 
the intervention on our behalf of a number of Zambian 
friends who brought us to see the Minister in charge of the 
department. The Minister received us very kindly and told 
his officials to stop harassing us. Since then we have been 
left in relative peace but we have been pursuing registration 
of the work with the boys as a Children’s Home in order 
to comply with the letter of the law. This has been a slow 
and drawn-out process, and is not yet complete though 
we are now close to finishing it. Part of the conditions for 
achieving final confirmation is that we complete the work 
we have started on the dormitory and the care-giver’s house. 
I may have mentioned before that we had started the dorm, 
but unfortunately the contractor whom we paid to do the 
work on both buildings has stopped doing anything on our 
project. He used our cash for other projects and as a result 
is unable to finish what he started with us. We have been 
pursuing him now for months and have had to involve 
the authorities but when he has no funds left it is very 
difficult to get anything practical done. We hope and pray 
that somehow we will be able to finish both projects by the 
deadline we have been given of the end of September, as 
we do not wish to be closed down, even temporarily, by the 
authorities. It is strange that it is acceptable for children to 
be living on the street, but not acceptable that they live in 
our house with us, but that seems to be the attitude of the 
officials in charge here and that is why we have to build the 
separate dormitory for the boys.
We are truly grateful to you all for the support, prayer and 
sympathy throughout the difficult days, and we felt that we, 
along with all our children, were very much cared for by 
you all.
Of course lots has happened since then and much of it 
cannot be covered in a newsletter. The lads have continued 
to go to school and learn. They continue to make us proud 
with the effort they put in and the results they achieve. We 
now have two at University and a third writing Grade 12 
this November for entry to University. Others have taken 
position 1 or 2 in their classes, while even those who may 
never achieve such heights have really tried hard and done 
their best – sometimes exceeding everyone’s expectations. 
For those who are not academically inclined, we try to find 
vocational training or apprenticeship places with companies 
in Lusaka. This has worked well so far and we hope that we 

will succeed in our aim of giving the lads a chance to achieve 
their full potential and provide for themselves and their 
families in the future.
We have been blessed with the provision of high quality 
volunteers in the last 6 months. We began with Anna and 
Chrisy, two young ladies from Canada who got stuck into 
helping out around the house and working with the boys on 
homework, extra lessons etc. Anna stayed for 3 months and 
Chrisy for 6, and both have been missed by the lads since 
they left. One of the things they really made a difference 
with was taking time to teach some of the little children 
who stay around the compound, and under their kind 
attention you could watch little boys and girls blossoming 
both intellectually and in their personal development. 
Some of these children are pre-school and stay with their 
parents so they are not officially part of the Home, but the 
impact made on them has made us wonder whether the 
next stage of the work might be to establish a community 
school providing free education of a good standard to the 
children around us. We are now being helped by three other 
ladies from England, Kate, Dorne and Christine. All of 
them are ex-teachers, and again the input into the children’s 
academic work is phenomenal – I’m not really sure teachers 
ever actually become ‘ex’ – they certainly seem to retain 
their authority! Kate is coming to the end of her time with 
us while Dorne and Christine are staying on – bravely – to 
manage the house while Christine and I are away on our 
summer holiday. They have support from Cammy, a sports 
science student from Edinburgh who is great at managing 
the boys for games, bathing, washing clothes etc, and having 
spent the last 2 weeks being looked after by them all, I am 
actually very confident that the house will be run as well if 
not better than when we are around. The only complication 
seems to be the confusion caused by the similarity of their 
names to ours, but as they are normally addressed as Auntie 
and we are called Mum and Dad, we seem to have got over 
that.
As far as individual boys are concerned we have run into 
a number of troubles as well as successes over the past few 
months. We had an unfortunate situation where a couple 
of youngsters stole money from one of the volunteers. Of 
course they were quickly discovered and had to be expelled 
since it was their second offence. We took them to Social 
Welfare and asked them to find other places for them to 
stay, which they completely failed to do, and 6 weeks later 
both boys were on the street again in complete destitution. 
We really could not leave them there so we had to swallow 
our pride, bend our rules and allow them back. I do have 

Zambia Street Children
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to admit that they have both behaved extremely well since 
then and show every sign of having changed for the better. 
We have not allowed them to go back to school as we want 
them to see this as a privilege that has to be earned rather 
than a right to be abused. They are both working extremely 
hard at home with the volunteers and we are ready to allow 
them to go back either for this term or at the start of next 
year. A third boy is in the same situation for repeatedly 
fighting, and he also seems to have made every effort to 
control himself – helped greatly by anger management 
counselling from Christine. It is very hard to know what to 
do with such boys in terms of discipline. If you are too soft, 
they cause havoc in the household, and upset the other well-
behaved boys, yet if you try to be strict there is the danger 
of wrecking their chances for ever. Most of them recognise 
this, and even when we expel them, they ask to come back 
and do not blame us for what we have done, which is a 
very unusual thing amongst children who have lived on the 
street. I think they also recognise that we do care for them 
as individuals and therefore do not speak ill of us even 
when under suspension. Unfortunately, there are always 
a few who simply want revenge and go around spreading 
stories of abuse, and unfortunately there are always people 
too ready to seize on these stories and try to stir up trouble. 
As one good Zambian friend said to me recently – ‘No good 
deed will go unpunished’.
In December I wrote of 4 new boys, Sam, Gift, Danny and 
Patrick. Two of these boys have left us, while two have 
stayed on. Sam didn’t last long as he proved very unreliable 
and troublesome, and in the end decided he didn’t like 
the rules at our place. Danny and Patrick both decided to 
make a break for freedom in February, but Danny quickly 
came back and asked to be re-admitted. He is now 10 and 
a real little livewire. He is the littlest boy we have ever 
looked after and is very bright but still very wilful and 
naughty, although he is also very loveable. We have seen 
very little of Patrick since he left. Gift has remained stable 
and constant throughout the year and now goes to school 
although he really struggles with most subjects because of 
the lack of foundational teaching in basics. We have also 
added another boy called Clifford, whom I have referred 
to before as being a very sad retarded lad. His problems 
are compounded by many years of sniffing glue and abuse 
on the streets including sexual abuse, and he has great 
difficulty in learning anything new. He is being taught at 
home just now by Christine and Kate, and while he is a 
nice friendly lad, it is hard to see how he will ever progress 
to being self-sufficient. We have a number of boys who are 
gifted musically but have never had the chance to learn to 
play instruments. Does anybody know of a charity which 
collects old instruments and donates them to groups in 
Africa who can use them? If so we would like to hear from 
you so that we can try and give the guys a chance to develop 
their talents.
From a work perspective, we continue to struggle against the 
problems caused by the global recession and its knock-on 
effects in Zambia. Business is very hard right now but we can 

record God’s faithfulness as we have been able to meet our 
family expenses so far, often from unexpected sources. 
Christine continues to be part-time doctor and full-time 
Mum to 31 kids plus the many other families we try and 
help from a distance, and I never cease to wonder at how 
much she gets done in a day. Sarah and Rachel carry on well 
at school, and Sarah is now contemplating her future after 
she finishes school in the next year or two. She would love 
to study music and drama and is already looking at possible 
colleges. Nico and Mulenga are hard at work in their classes 
and Mulenga sits the Grade 9 exam in November, which is 
why he couldn’t take time off to join us in Scotland this year 
– he has to attend extra classes all through his holiday.
Thank you all for your continued support. It is invaluable 
and very much appreciated. 

Love from us all
Don, Christine, and all the kids

I have attached a group photo of 25 children (I have no idea 
where the others were) - all the comings and goings and 
returns mean that we are now at 28 boys and 3 girls in our 
‘immediate’ family.

Below: Group Photo

Letter from Zambia

Clifford



O send out thy light and thy truth: 
let them lead me; 

let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 
and to thy tabernacles.

Then will I go unto the altar of God, 
unto God my exceeding joy: 

yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, 
O God my God. 

Psalm 43:3-4
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