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Jesus said, ‘Look on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal’ (Jn.4:35-36). In another 

place He commanded, ‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations 
baptising them’ (Mt.28:19). In a parable He demanded, ‘Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled’ (Lk.14:23). Out there is a 
needy world and Christ has commissioned us to reach it 
with the gospel. He Himself has promised, ‘Lo, I am with 
you alway’ (Mt.28:20).
With a measure of trepidation I set out from home at 
3.30am on Monday 30th March to fly to Kenya. I was 
to address a conference of ministers on ‘The Stages of 
Salvation’ (Application of Redemption). Interestingly the 
woman sitting beside me on the plane was a very zealous 
American Christian – I believe genuine in her faith, though 
of Charismatic persuasion. She told me of her conversion 
and God’s blessings in her life and His healing of her 
arthritic knee problem. Seeing me studying my notes she 
took my hands and the notes in hers and prayed for God 
to bless my lectures. Later she leant across me and began 
witnessing to a young Kenyan man sitting on the other 
side of me, who was returning from the States to attend his 
father’s funeral. I prayed with him that the Lord would grant 
him salvation. It took ages to get through the queue to the 
visa desk at Nairobi airport, but once there the girl at the 
counter showed great interest in the lectures I was hoping 
to give. She had been Roman Catholic and had married 
an Anglican. She expressed concern that she was not daily 
reading her Bible as she should be. In a sense this general 
religious interest set the scene.

Kenya
Kenya has a population of about 40 million. Around 45% 
Protestant (but possibly about 10% would be evangelical 
Christians), 35% Roman Catholic, 10% Muslim and 10% 
African indigenous religions. The conference was held in 
St Andrews Presbyterian Church. Some 120 pastors and 
church workers attended. The organisers were Korean. 
Next to the USA Korea sends out most missionaries – many 
thousands all over the world. They are well-organised, 
diligent, enthusiastic and prepared to endure all kinds of 
hardships and dangers. The Rev Enoch Song minister of 
the Korean congregation in Brighton had been involved 
in missionary trips to Kenya for several years and has set 
up a small organisation called Pilgrim Christian Centre of 
Kenya. This pastors’ conference was to be a new endeavour. 
Mr Song had invited the Rev Maurice Roberts to speak, 
but as he was unable to go, he suggested me. Mr Song was 
accompanied by several young folk from his church and by 

the Rev ByungKi Ahn from London. These Koreans along 
with their Korean missionary friends from Kenya showed 
me great love and kindness. However, as proceedings began 
on the Tuesday, I felt very apprehensive and somewhat out of 
place. The worship was Charismatic and as I later discovered 
most of the participants were of Charismatic inclination. 
How would my unashamedly Calvinistic lectures on ‘Total 
Depravity’, Effectual Calling’, ‘Regeneration’ etc go down in 
such an audience?

Listening
However I need not have feared. Most of those present 
listened attentively, took notes and thanked me warmly at 
the end of my first two lectures. I was back on Wednesday 
morning to do another two hours of lecturing which 
was really preaching. By lunchtime I was getting hoarse. 
Thankfully the lunch and the prayers of the Lord’s people 
revived me and I was able to give another two hours of 
lectures in the afternoon. Then there were questions such as: 
‘Did Christ not die for everyone? How do you understand 
John 3:16? Do we not have free will?’ I returned to my room 
in the Mennonite Guesthouse exhausted. On Thursday I 
gave another four lectures – Sanctification, Perseverance, 
Union with Christ and Glorification. I received a round of 
applause at the end of each lecture!

Well Received
My lecture notes had been printed by the organisers in an 
attractive book format and over 80 of these were sold at a 
subsidised price. Several of those present said they found 
the teaching challenging. They said they hoped to preach 
through the material with their congregations. I asked one 
man how many attended his church. He said it was a smallish 
congregation with around 1,000 to 1,500 on a Sunday! On a 
typical Lord’s Day he would have as many in his church as we 
have in all our congregations. They expressed great surprise 
when they heard how small our congregations are. Five of 
those present called themselves ‘bishops’ and appeared to 
be in charge of several congregations. Being Charismatic 
and Arminian, they acknowledged that they had not heard 
teaching like this before. But they expressed no hostility and 
said they wished me to return to hold further conferences 
– twice a year if possible – indeed they wished conferences 
like this to be held around the country not just in the capital, 
so that their brethren in other areas would hear the teaching 
too. None had been to such preachers’ conferences before.
Sadly the level of training which many received appeared 
to be very small. I heard of one denomination which gives 
a two-week course and then ordains men to the ministry. 
People often when first converted feel they know all that is 
important and what they do not know the Spirit will reveal 

Opportunities - Kenya
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to them. However after some months or years of preaching 
they begin to feel their lack of teaching and desire deeper 
doctrine. One minister said to me at the end of the conference 
that the Lord had impressed Hebrews 5:13-14 on his heart: 
‘For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth 
to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil’. 
A woman came forward and said how they had all profited. 
She then quoted a verse which I had not used but which 
expressed the sovereignty of God in salvation: ‘Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit’ (Jn.15:16). While people like 
to say kind things after one has preached yet one hopes that 
at least some seeds of deeper teaching have lodged in some 
hearts.

Saturday
Friday was a rest day, then on Saturday I gave two of my 
lectures to about twenty young folk who work for the Jesus 
Disciple Movement (JDM) which is a ministry on university 
campuses, training and discipling other students in the study 
of the Scriptures. This was followed by a very profitable 
question time. The JDM workers have now also requested a 
further three-day conference.
Later on Saturday I visited the Bible College of East Africa 
which is part of the International Council of Christian 
Churches (ICCC). It had just gone on holiday for Easter, 
otherwise I would have had to speak there too. The fine 
Korean missionary lecturer who showed me round, the Rev 
Eben Yoon, said that if I  come again I must address the 
students. He then took me to visit some poor people in a 
slum area where he and the students carry out pastoral work. 
We prayed in two homes where there was sickness. A service 
was then held in another larger, better home. I stood in the 
doorway and preached to those inside and those unable to get 
in. The sermon was translated by a student from the Congo.

Sunday
On Sunday I preached at Nwashi Presbyterian Church. The 
first service, at 9am, was in English and was attended by around 
100 young folk. The second service followed immediately – 
supposed to be 10.30am but more like 11.00am. The sermon 

was translated into Kikuyu, the language of the area. There 
were around 3-400 present. Before the service we met the 
minister who had six churches to look after and this was not 
the largest. I was given a great welcome especially as I came 
from Scotland from where the first Kenyan Missionaries had 
come. The music was contemporary with keyboards and 
drums and very loud. I asked when did they start having this 
sort of music. They said it was about four years ago and they 
felt that it was necessary to keep the young folk who were 
being tempted to go to the Charismatics. Sadly pragmatism 
like this often becomes the rule rather than the clear teaching 
of the Word of God. Folk ask what will get the people in, 
rather than what does the Lord require. The Scriptures teach 
reverence for the name of the Lord. It was strange too how they 
seemed to have no problem with women ministers and elders 
despite the clear teaching of the Scriptures on the subject. Yet 
the people listened and expressed appreciation afterwards 
for my main point in the English service, which was that we 
must make sure that we are true Christians as many miracle 
workers, preachers and prophets will be surprised on the Day 
of Judgment to be excluded from heaven (Matt.7:21-23).
On the Monday I spent some time with another Korean, 
Pastor John, who is involved with a colleague in the running 
of a Seminary in Nairobi where 30-40 students/pastors 
attend. It sounded like Covenant College in Zambia. He said 
that from time to time they got lecturers from America to 
help out but as he listened to me it struck him that it was 
much easier, more direct and less expensive for lecturers to 
come from the UK. Here again there is an open door. Perhaps 
lecturers from our Seminary could help.

Challenge
Kenya is a strategic country. It borders Muslim lands. It is 
relatively stable. English is one of the official languages and 
widely spoken. Flights from Britain are easy and relatively 
inexpensive at around £400. There is a great need for solid 
biblical teaching given in simple English. Our Korean friends 
are happy to organise conferences and look to us to provide 
s p e a k e r s .              There is here a wide open door for Christian 
usefulness. Let us pray for Kenya and use these opportunities 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. Who knows, perhaps 
in Kenya God’s Word will yet be received in a way that it is 
not in our beloved Scotland?

"There is here a wide open door for 
Christian usefulness. Let us pray for 

Kenya and use these opportunities for 
the edifying of the body of Christ. 

Who knows, perhaps in Kenya God’s 
Word will yet be received in a way 

that it is not in our beloved Scotland?"



5JULY/AUGUST 2009 ISSUE

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph.3:8).

Preaching is not highly regarded these days. Yet 
traditionally, and more importantly biblically, it is 
a grand end and function of the Christian church. 

One way or another the church’s task is the offer of Christ as 
all-sufficient Saviour, preaching the good news of salvation 
to sinners. Like setting up a ‘rescue shop’, in C T Studd’s 
picture:

Some wish to live within the sound
of church and chapel bell,
I want to run a rescue shop
within a yard of hell.

Is that not one ambition of everyone who takes Jesus’ 
teaching seriously, as long as there is a ‘broad road’ to 
destruction and many on it, and a new and ‘narrow way’ 
to point the sinner towards? ‘Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men’ (2Cor.5:11). The urgency 
and necessity of gospel preaching will be motivated by this 
context – judgment and hell. The Apostle Paul faced this. At 
times he had to vindicate his ministry, as there in Ephesus. 
There is this ‘digression’ in Ephesians 3:1-13. He speaks of 
his part in bringing the gospel to them. His approach is 
Christ-centred. In these verses the theme is the glory of the 
ministry and the glory of the message. The basis, content 
and goal of his work is the glory of Christ. The mystery of 
Christ (v4) is now revealed by the Spirit (v5). By preaching 
Him (v8) the manifold wisdom of God is made known 
through the church (v10). I would like us to consider verse 8. 
There are three elements here, one focussing on the preacher 
(the man), another focussing on the primacy of preaching 
(the method), and the third focussing on the content of the 
preaching (the message) and its implication for the church.

1 . The Man (Character)
‘To me, who am less than the least of all saints’. Is Paul in 
the ministry because he is more extrovert than others? Or 
because he has more of that air of authority as a public 
speaker? Even if we answer, no, to these questions, doesn’t 
he often claim apostolic authority in his work? And we 
after all claim authority for his writings. We look to his 
Spirit-inspired exposition of the person and work of the 

blessed Saviour. But then it shocks us when we read that he 
considers himself ‘less than the least of all saints’. He doesn’t 
just say, ‘least of saints’. There is here a double diminutive: 
less than the least! He might for all we know have been an 
extrovert with an air of confidence and authority. But as he 
reflects upon himself he sees himself thus: less than the least 
of all saints. What sort of characteristic is that? Humility. 
Is this a false modesty? We think not. In writing to the 
Corinthians he speaks of himself as the least of the apostles. 
Why? ‘Because I persecuted the church of God’ (1Cor.15:9). 
He is genuine in his feelings about himself. He remembers 
his past, the persecutions he inflicted, and his past hostility 
to Christ and the church. This gives him a deep feeling 
of humility – evangelical humility. Like John the Baptist: 
‘(Christ’s) shoes I am not worthy to bear’ (Mt.3:11). ‘He must 
increase, but I must decrease’ (Jn.3:30). There will be feelings 
of weakness. As C H Spurgeon put it: ‘The fuller the vessel 
becomes’ [not the better it thinks of itself, but] ‘the deeper 
it sinks in the water’. That was Paul’s experience, and it is a 
characteristic to exemplify, for every Christian, not just the 
preacher and elder. Spurgeon again: ‘I prescribe to any of 
you who seek humility, try hard work; if you would know 
your own nothingness, attempt some great thing for Jesus. If 
you would feel how utterly powerless you are apart from the 
living God, attempt specially the great work of proclaiming 
the unsearchable riches of Christ!’
But where can you go when you feel ‘less than the least of 
all saints’? Paul knew. ‘Unto me…is this grace given’. What 
grace? Enabling grace, divine grace. How did he become a 
minister? Naturally extrovert, authoritative, confident? No, 
but it was the gift of grace (‘this grace is given’). And the 
calling of God (‘unto me … that I should preach’). This is 
treasure, treasure in earthen vessels, ‘that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us’. So, we have here 
the character of the gospel preacher. Self confident? Omni-
competent? Standing on the mountain tops? No, but rather 
deep humility, with the calling and empowering of God.

2 . The Method (Commission)
What about Paul’s method in his work? First of all there was 
this:
(1) Preaching – ‘that I should preach among the Gentiles’. 
Paul had a commission to preach. It was from the Lord. It was 
by grace. He is called to announce the good news of salvation 
for sinners. It was his responsibility, his constraint: ‘Necessity 
is laid upon me’, he says (1Cor.9:16). And, yes, ‘woe is unto 

The Grand End of Ministry
Sermon preached by the Rev John W Keddie (Bracadale) as retiring Moderator of the 

Free Church (Continuing) Assembly, Edinburgh, 18th May 2009
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me if I preach not the gospel!’ ‘Though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed’ (Gal.1:8). 
These are strong words. Therein is the primacy of preaching. 
Of course there are other means – effective means too 
under God – of communicating Christ and truth. We might 
say that all witness is a species of preaching. But the New 
Testament is clear on the primacy of the preached message. 
This is how Paul writes to the Romans: ‘How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher?’ (10:14). Certainly 
the church needs preachers and preaching; preachers of the 
word (2Tim.4:2); preachers of Christ (1Cor.1:23); preachers 
of the gospel good news (Gal.2:2). It always was foolish: 
foolish to those who were perishing (1Cor.1:18). It may not 
be with enticing words of man’s wisdom (1Cor.2:4). But it is 
a task and duty and privilege approved of God. And surely, 
in demonstration of the Spirit and in power (1Cor.2:4) it is 
‘mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds’ 
(2Cor.10:4). This continues to be the calling of God and 
great need of the day, foolish as it may be in the eyes of the 
world. We are to preach in felt dependence upon the power 
of the Holy Spirit of God.
But in Paul’s approach there was also this:
(2) Reaching. There is not just preaching, there is also 
reaching to do: ‘that I should preach among the Gentiles’. 
Reach those outside; those who need to hear, who need to 
learn of the revealed ‘mystery’. Yes, those presently ‘dead 
in sins’ (Eph.2:1), ignorant and hell-bound. What are you 
preaching for? ‘Whom we preach, warning every man … 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus’ 
(Col.1:28). Him we preach to make people 'see’ Him by faith 
(Eph.3:9). Preaching must reach. It is for all men everywhere. 
Go and preach and reach. This is the fundamental task of the 
church, which professes to follow out the Great Commission 
(Mt.28:19-20). Preaching is the primary thing in reaching, 
though not, of course, the only means of communicating 
the message, for there are also visitations, witness, prayers, 
literature and the like. 

3 . The Message (Content)
This is the third element in verse 8. We are not left in the air 
by the apostle. When we ask: What preaching? the answer is 
readily to hand – ‘the unsearchable riches of Christ’. This is 
what we have in Christ; and this is what we are to proclaim in 
the gospel. This is what all Christless souls are missing. And 
this is what must come over in preaching.
‘Unsearchable riches’. When Paul speaks of the riches being 
‘unsearchable’ he is not referring to something that is a 
complete mystery which we can have no hope of knowing. 
Indeed, that would be a contradiction of verse 9 in which 
the purpose of the message is to make people ‘see’ what is 
the ‘fellowship of the mystery’. No, it simply means that here 
is something that is inexhaustible. Imagine for a moment 
the Pacific Ocean. We may go down into that Ocean and 
experience its depths, but it is so vast that we cannot 
comprehend it all or search it all. Perhaps an even better 
picture is that of the Puritan Paul Bayne: ‘Christ is a gold 
mine, the veins of which are never exhausted’. 
But what, then, are these ‘riches’? We can only really say what 
they embrace in general terms, for they are ‘unsearchable’. 
(1) There are the inherent riches of the God-man: in His 
divine-human perfections; in His saving work on the cross 
to accomplish atonement for sinners; in His love both as 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief and as the 
risen, ascended and exalted Lord to whom has been given 
all authority and power in heaven and upon earth; in His 
intercessory work at the right hand of the Father; and in His 
work, through His executive (as it were) the Holy Spirit, in 
building His Church. 
(2) There are also what we might describe as His communicated 
riches. There are the riches of His forgiving grace and of His 
grace and mercy and peace to the undeserving objects of His 
saving love. There is the joy and hope He communicates in 
salvation to the sinful sons of men. He will never say to the 
penitent, returning sinner, ‘I have no more to give you’. The 
endless ages of eternity will not exhaust the unsearchable 
riches of His grace and love to the redeemed. The soul who 
has Christ is in possession of everlasting treasures. There are 
grand houses, museums, castles and galleries full of all sorts 

"This continues to be the 
calling of God and great 

need of the day, foolish as 
it may be in the eyes of the 
world. We are to preach in 
felt dependence upon the 
power of the Holy Spirit of 

God."
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of treasures in this world. They will all burn up. But not the 
‘heavenly treasures’ of Christ’s unsearchable riches. As Paul 
exhorts the Colossians: ‘If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth’ (Col.3:1-2). 
Here is the glorious subject for the preoccupation of the 
church. It is Christ in all the divine glory of His exalted 
Person. Christ who is unsearchable riches for any sinner. 
Here is the greatest need for the sinner and the greatest 
message of the Church. As E K Simpson put it so poetically: 
‘The Prince of givers shares even His crown jewels with His 
redeemed’.
These riches are one way or another the content of the 
message. It is part of the gospel call: ‘Sinner, this is what you 
need; this is who you need; this is what alone will satisfy 
your soul here and hereafter. It is having Christ, and glory 
with Him. When we preach the ‘unsearchable riches’, what 
will happen? Sinners will be drawn. It is a God-appointed 
way of drawing sinners. Little wonder that we have such a 
doxology at the end of this glorious chapter: ‘Now unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen’ (3:20-21).
John Stott reminds us that revealed truth is held in stewardship: 
‘It is given to be shared (he says), not monopolised. If men 

cannot keep their scientific discoveries to themselves, how 
much less should we keep to ourselves the divine disclosures?’ 
Just so. ‘Preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ’. Christ incarnate, Christ crucified, Christ exalted, 
Christ the Saviour of sinners. The message we proclaim 
involves serious warnings to sinners to flee from the wrath 
to come; to repent or perish. But thanks be to God that we 
preach a gospel of invitation, a gospel which invites sinners 
to come to Christ. Our message does not say to the sinner: 
‘Go away, sinner, I have nothing for you’. Our message speaks 
of limitless riches to be found in the Saviour. This involves, 
as Charles Hodge expressed it so well: ‘The fullness of grace 
to pardon, to sanctify and save; everything, in short, which 
renders Him the satisfying portion of the soul’. What can we 
say? Lord, be pleased to make us effective communicators of 
thine unsearchable riches!
Friends, may the Lord, the Head of the church give us 
blessing and guidance in this Assembly; may He be pleased 
to send the Spirit in power among us and our congregations; 
may He send a reviving in our land; may He make us to be 
a people marked by burning love and zeal, for Him, for His 
ordinances, for one another, and for the souls of men and 
women perishing in their sins; may the Lord give us grace 
to communicate faithfully always the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to our needy generation.

Do you believe in our Protestant doctrine of 
preaching? I once visited an active Reformed 
church that illustrates my concern. This church was 

scripturally committed. It involved the general membership 
in discipleship. It had an outreach programme, and a tract 
ministry. But when I suggested they do more preaching, 
suddenly scepticism reared up. Pragmatic questions 
dominated, to the effect that doing more preaching was 
postponed. I would argue that our text is against this posture. 
In the face of the most difficult spiritual problems imaginable 
(those found in Corinth), Paul promotes preaching as the 
great instrument for the church’s advance.
I do not wish to ‘bring coals to Newcastle’, but I want to shed 
further light on the Reformation doctrine of preaching, so 
that you might return to your pulpits with renewed hope 

regarding your calling. I fear that while we preach, we fail to 
appreciate the dynamism of the preached word.
Our text has no real interest in disqualifying the sacrament 
of baptism. Notice Paul’s colourful manner of proclaiming 
the priority of preaching – even over other commanded 
things like baptism! (Given the temptation to refocus on 
ceremony and sacraments today, note should be taken of 
Paul’s infallible emphasis here.) 
Why would Paul say this? I would argue that preaching entails 
three dimensions, each of which speaks of its inestimable 
value. 

Christ Requires us to Preach
First, preaching arises from the very mind of Christ 
(1Cor.2:16). It is based on transcendent knowledge beyond 
our fallible, fallen world. Our doctrine of sola scriptura 

The Priority of Preaching
Dr Richard E Knodel, Protestant Truth Society

The substance of an address delivered to the 2009 General Assembly

For Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach the gospel (1Cor.1:17)
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(Scripture alone as the authority for our knowledge/life) 
is not a mere theological construct. It reflects the reality of 
God’s existence and His revelation. The formal ‘material’ of 
preaching prioritises it above all other things.
Preaching proclaims heavenly truth
Second, preaching proclaims truths from this sublime 
source. Two concerns are discovered here. Initially, we 
would note that preaching should not be constrained by 
cultural nicety. Because preaching, rightfully prosecuted, 
comes down from above, it is fundamentally counter 
cultural. John the Baptist is a good example. Many rejected 
him for appearing idiosyncratic, with his clothing of skins 
and diet of locusts and wild honey. But was this rejection 
justified? Of course not! Today’s preaching would improve 
if more of us possessed the Baptist’s devotion to Christ. 
That men might think ill of John did not concern him 
at all. So might our preaching be! I fear that while we 
seek to be biblical, we worry too much about how our 
communities will perceive us. Our day’s darkness demands 
that our first concern must be God and His cause. Oh that 
we might offend more men in order to preach Christ and 
His kingdom more clearly! This is not easy. Our churches 
too must understand the true offensiveness of preaching. 
The world crucified Christ, and its instinctive reaction to 
powerful Christ-centered preaching will be similar. Do our 
elders and presbyteries understand this? Are they united in 
their understanding of the radical nature of preaching? Or 
is their first concern respect, and the love of men? We might 
as well hamstring a horse, and expect him to run as try to 
preach without offence. 
Preaching ought to proclaim God’s ideas immediately 
and powerfully to God’s people so that they might hear 
the mouth of God. God will say to the faithful preacher: 
‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant’ (Mt.25:21). In 
2Corinthians 5:21 the Lord declares us ‘the righteousness of 
God in him (Christ)’. Earlier in the passage he had made the 
blanket statement: ‘Wherefore henceforth know we no man 
after the flesh!’ (5:16). The great truth of Protestantism, 
the dynamic if you will, was its capacity to proclaim the 

immediate justification of the sinner before the face of God. 
While Rome postponed any such announcement until the 
indefinite future, Luther and Calvin proclaimed that ‘today’ 
was the day of salvation. ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved’. Today! In this preaching service! 
Now!
Do we do this? Are we oracles of God for the good news of the 
gospel, or do we mute Him with our qualifications? Calvin 
made this a direct component of preaching. ‘Wherever the 
gospel is preached’, he declared, ‘it is as if God Himself 
came into the midst of us’. Again he said, ‘It is certain that 
if we come to church we shall not hear only a mortal man 
speaking but we shall feel (even by His secret power) that 
God is speaking to our souls, that He is the teacher. He so 
touches us that the human voice enters into us and so profits 
us that we are refreshed and nourished by it. God calls us 
to him as if He had His mouth open and we saw Him there 
in person’. Do we make God’s biblical declarations of grace 
vivacious – in this sense? If we fail here, we fundamentally 
fail in our preaching! 
Preaching is God’s tool
Third, I conclude by arguing that if we fail in using preaching, 
we disdain God’s chosen armament, his tool for the advance 
of the kingdom. We might use every other tool, but if we 
waste our one asset, what have we done? In the Westminster 
standards we confess that ‘especially the preaching of the 
Word’ is the means by which the church progresses. If we 
have a puncture on the road and try to use any other tool 
than a wheel spanner (eg a hammer) to loosen the nuts 
of the flat tyre, we shall remain stuck. Thousands of tools 
might be available but only one will avail. So is the kingdom 
with preaching. Preaching is God’s chosen instrument 
for our progress. How can we disdain it, or think every 
other tool superior? How can we do drama, or dance, or 
friendship evangelism, or even tract evangelism, while at 
the same time disdaining Christ’s sword which the Spirit 
wields with power?
Let us conclude with an exhortation from Calvin: ‘Let the 
pastors boldly dare all things by the Word of God, of which 
they are constituted administrators. Let them constrain all 
the power, glory and excellence of the world to give place 
to and to obey the divine majesty of this Word. Let them 
enjoin everyone by it, from the highest to the lowest. Let 
them edify the body of Christ. Let them devastate Satan’s 
reign. Let them pasture the sheep, kill the wolves, instruct 
and exhort the rebellious. Let them bind and loose, thunder 
and lightning, if necessary, but let them do all according to 
the Word of God’.
‘Then the Lord put forth his hand and touched my 
[Jeremiah’s] mouth. And the Lord said to me, Behold, I have 
put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee 
over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build and 
to plant’ (Jer.1:9-10.).

Rev Richard Knodel addressing the Assembly
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The recent death of the Rev James Philip saw the 
passing to his eternal reward of one of the foremost 
Scottish preachers of the 20th century. It was through 

his ministry at Holyrood Abbey Church of Scotland in 
Edinburgh in the mid-sixties that I first encountered 
evangelical preaching. I first attended Holyrood towards the 
end of 1965 through my older brother’s encouragement. We 
had been brought up under the dead nominality that was so 
common in the Kirk. It was a sort of churchianity, without 
(as I came to realise) real spiritual life.  There was very little 
conviction abroad concerning the authority and relevance of 
the Bible as the Word of God. Liberalism (I also came later 
to realise) had taken its toll in debunking the inspiration and 
infallibility of the Scriptures. It was different in Holyrood. 
Here was a preacher who took the Bible seriously. I had 
never heard anything like it. It was riveting, consecutive 
expositions of Bible books which powerfully brought home 
the meaning of the books themselves and the truths to be 
found in them. 

At Holyrood Abbey
James Philip had great gifts as an expositor and preacher of 
the Word. I remember in 1965-66 actually looking forward 
to Sundays and going a fair distance to hear this preaching 
which opened up the greatness of God, the sovereign claims 
of Christ and the relevance of the Word for human life and 
for eternity. Though I had first gone to Holyrood with my 
brother, I continued to go there when he wasn’t around. I 
remember the anticipation before the service as the packed 
crowd, also in the ‘horse-shoe’ gallery, waited for the service 
to begin. The door at the left side corner of the church 
opened at the time of the service and the Beadle carrying the 
Bible walked in and sedately went up the steps to the central 
pulpit to place the Bible on the reading desk. He then put 
on the pulpit light, and retreated down the steps to await the 
minister. In came Mr Philip in his Geneva gown and collar 
and bands and purposefully made his way up to the pulpit. 
The Beadle closed the pulpit door after him and shortly 
after we heard the solemn words: ‘Let us worship God’. Mr 
Philip was not a tall man, nor did he have an impressive 

physical presence. However, he did have what I later came to 
appreciate as ‘gravitas’, so that everything he did seemed to 
carry with it a solemn authority in those days. 

Philip as a Preacher
The Lord was beginning to deal with me when I went first 
to Holyrood, but really it was in the course of an impressive 
series on Daniel (later produced in book form under the title 
By the Rivers of Babylon) that I came to firm faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and was enabled to recognise Him as the Lord 
of history and the only Saviour. James Philip’s preaching was 
biblical and expository. It was distinctly evangelical though 
not often explicitly what might be called evangelistic. The 
framework was Reformed, though again not overtly so. 
But in those years in the mid-sixties it was compelling, and 
though over the years since I have heard many greatly gifted 
preachers, albeit of a different style from his, none has really 
left its mark quite the way Mr Philip’s did. I feel that humanly 
speaking I owe my soul to his ministry, under God. 

Philip's Ongoing Influence
The books of James Philip are well worth having, as is 
Serving the Word of God (Christian Focus, 2002), essays 
presented to him on his 80th birthday. Notwithstanding 
deep appreciation for his ministry in the mid-sixties I did 
become uncomfortable with the ‘broad churchism’ of the 
national Church which I came to feel compromised the 
‘evangelicals within’. In the course of the 20th century the 
church became a liberal establishment which tolerated an 
evangelical wing. There seemed very little consensus and/
or protesting action among evangelicals against prevailing 
unbiblical dogmas and practices of the Kirk. I also came to 
different convictions on matters of worship and went into 
the Free Church of Scotland in 1968. This, however, did not 
diminish my thankfulness to the Lord for the few years I had 
sitting under the ministry of this man of God, memories of 
which still linger. There is no question that over the years 
he did have a profound impact for the gospel in Scotland 
and beyond on many men who went into the ministry and 
missionary service.

Rev James Philip: 
Some Recollections

Rev John W Keddie

"It was riveting, consecutive expositions of Bible books 
which powerfully brought home the meaning of the books 

themselves and the truths to be found in them."
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News
Death of Rev Ronald MacKay

We heard with sadness of the 
passing of Rev Ronald Mackay 

on 6th April after a prolonged illness. 
He was just sixty-two. Ordained in 
1975, he had been minister successively 
in the Free Churches of Golspie, St 
Vincent Street and the Free North in 
Inverness. He was a diligent pastor, a 
good preacher, a caring, devout man, 
well thought of by all.

Death of Sir Marcus Loane

The former Archbishop of Sydney, 
Sir Marcus Loane, died on 14th 

April, aged 97. Sir Marcus ministered 
among theology students at Moore 
Theological College as vice-principal 
from 1939 to 1953, and then as 
principal from 1954 to 1959. He was 
the first Australian-born Archbishop of 
Sydney, serving in this role from 1966 
to 1982, and was Primate of Australia 
from 1978 to 1982. He was knighted 
in 1976. Archbishop Peter Jensen has 
paid tribute to him as a ‘remarkable 
leader who served both church and 
nation…. In national life, he offered 
leadership which transcended politics. 

In particular he spoke up for the poor 
and helped spark the Henderson 
enquiry of the early 1970s. He offered 
distinguished service with our troops 
in New Guinea during World War 
II’. He was a prolific author of many 
excellent books, such as Masters of the 
English Reformation and his biography 
of J C Ryle.

Church of Scotland Assembly 
Approves Appointment of 

Homosexual Minister
Christian Observer

The Church of Scotland (COS) 
General Assembly (GA), on 

Saturday 23rd May 2009 by a vote 
of 326 to 267 upheld the Presbytery 
of Aberdeen's appointment of openly 
homosexual minister, the Rev Scott 
Rennie, to the pulpit of Queen's 
Cross Church in Aberdeen. Forward 
Together (FT), which describes itself 
as ‘a group for evangelical members 
of the COS who share a desire to 
serve our Lord Jesus Christ within 
the Church of Scotland’, said that 
the General Assembly's decision to 
uphold Mr Rennie's appointment 
had brought ‘great shame’ upon the 
Church. FT's acting convener, the Rev 
Steven Reid, said, ‘I think there will 
be those members who leave on the 
grounds of the result alone. I think 
there might be some churches and 
ministers who will be trying to find 
a way of distancing themselves from 
that decision. What form that will take 
it's difficult to say. For those of us who 
hold the Scriptures to be the supreme 
rule of faith, the decision seems to fly 
in the face of that belief ’. An online 
petition calling the COS GA to uphold 
Scriptural principles in this matter was 

endorsed by a total of 12,555 signatories 
including 421 COS Ministers and 33 
COS Kirk Sessions and a total of 5318 
individuals from the COS. Additional 
signatures were received from 2777 
individuals representing other Scottish 
churches, 2464 from other churches in 
the United Kingdom, and 1996 from 
other churches worldwide.
This was indeed a sad day for 
Scotland . Who could have imagined 
a few years ago that a practising 
homosexual could be appointed to 
a Church of Scotland pulpit! How 
low things have sunk! We support 
our faithful brethren in the Church 
of Scotland at this time and pray 
that they might be given wisdom and 
courage to react as they should to 
this further trampling of God’s law 
under foot .

Church of Scotland Sets up 
Commission on Ordination of 

Homosexuals 
Christian Observer

Deflecting a motion by the 
Presbytery of Lochcarron and 

Skye for an overture that would 
prohibit anybody whose relationships 
were not faithful and heterosexual 
from becoming a minister, the 
Church of Scotland (COS) General 
Assembly (GA) set up a commission 
to study the issue of homosexuals 
becoming COS ministers that will 
report back to the COS 2011 General 
Assembly. A two-year moratorium 
on appointing homosexual ministers 
was made a condition of the two-
year study, though the appointment 
of the openly homosexual minister 
the Rev Scott Rennie to the pulpit of 
Queen's Cross Church in Aberdeen 

Sir Marcus Loane



by the Presbytery of Aberdeen will be 
allowed to stand during the two-year 
period. Additionally, COS members 
were called upon not to discuss the 
issue with the media during the two-
year period.
Here we have a clever and cynical 
move by the controlling liberal party 
in the Church of Scotland (sadly 
supported by some who purport to 
be evangelicals) to smooth the way for 
further ordinations of homosexuals in 
the future and meanwhile to defuse the 
crisis which might tempt some to take 
a hard line and leave the Church. Wear 
them down gradually is and has always 
been the liberal agenda.

Evangelical Reaction 
Christian Observer

An Irish-oriented blog about 
church issues contends that: 

‘Traditionalists opposed to the 
appointment of gay ministers are 
planning a campaign of non-co-
operation with the Kirk establishment, 
to deny the Church of Scotland (COS) 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
revenue’. The campaign is in reaction 
to the General Assembly upholding the 
decision of the Presbytery of Aberdeen 
to appoint openly homosexual minister 
the Rev Scott Rennie to the pulpit of 
Queen's Cross Church, Aberdeen. The 
Rev David Court of New Restalrig 
Church, Edinburgh, and the Rev 
William Philip of St George's-Tron, 
Glasgow, in a joint statement said: ‘The 
Church of Scotland General Assembly 
has shown itself to be seriously out 
of touch with its grassroots in the 
churches. But it should be remembered 
that these are the people who have 
– hitherto, at least – kept a creaking 
denomination afloat financially. There 

will be a great deal less willingness to 
do that from now on’.

Fellowship of Confessing 
Churches

Those in the Church of Scotland 
who were involved in organizing 

a petition to their General Assembly 
against the translation of the Rev 
Scott Rennie to Queen’s Cross Church 
are now organizing themselves 
into the Fellowship of Confessing 
Churches (FCC). They state: ‘We 
are not a breakaway group, but are 
alarmed at the determination of some 
within our denomination to force 
heterodox teaching and practice into 
the churches. We therefore believe it 
is necessary at this time to publicly 
mark the boundary between orthodox 
Christianity and spurious forms that 
claim the same name, and make 
clear and public our rejection of new 
teachings and practices which depart 
from the historic Christian faith, 
turn away from the orthodox gospel 
of repentance and faith, and publicly 
sanctify what the Bible proclaims as 
sin’.
In their covenant they assert among 
other points:
8. We recognize God’s creation of 
humankind as male and female and 
the unchangeable standard of Christian 
marriage between one man and one 
woman as the proper place for sexual 
intimacy and the basis of the family. 
We acknowledge the great harm that 
has come from our failures to maintain 
this standard, and we repent and call 
for a renewed commitment to lifelong 
fidelity in marriage and abstinence for 
those who are not married.
9. We reject the authority of those who 

have denied the orthodox faith in word 
or deed. We pray for them and call on 
them to repent and return to the Lord.
We, in the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing), while recognising that 
a firm stand ought to have been made 
years ago, yet support those who are 
now standing out strongly for the 
Bible and for Christian Marriage in 
the Church of Scotland . 

Persecution in Britain
Christian Institute

A Christian minister has been 
brutally attacked in London by 

three men who ripped off his cross, 
stole his Bible and threatened to break 
his legs. The case is being investigated 
by the Metropolitan Police who are 
treating it as a ‘faith hate’ assault. They 
are hunting three Asian men. The 
Reverend Noble Samuel, who presents 
a Christian television show, said he 
had clashed with Muslims phoning 
in during the weeks leading up to the 
attack. He was driving to the studio 
when a car pulled up in front of him 
and a man approached him to ask 
directions in Urdu. The Minister of 

Desk

Rev Noble Samuel
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Heston United Reformed Church, West London, said: ‘He 
put his hand into my window, which was half open, and 
grabbed my hair and opened the door. He started slapping 
my face and punching my neck. He was trying to smash 
my head on the steering wheel. Then he grabbed my cross 
and pulled it off and it fell on the floor. He was swearing. 
The other two men came from the car and took my laptop 
and Bible’. Mr Samuel, who was educated by Christian 
missionaries in Pakistan and moved to the UK 15 years ago, 
said he, his wife Louisa, and his son Naveed, 19, now fear 
for their safety.

Desmond Tutu
Christian Observer

South African Bishop Desmond Tutu was given a standing 
ovation by the Church of Scotland General Assembly 

after his speech supporting homosexual ministers where he 
said that he found it amazing that churches are discussing 
‘who goes to bed with whom’ when people are dying of 
starvation, AIDS, and in wars.
But why is there misery in the world? Surely it is because 
there is sin in the world. Is it not the false prophet who lays 
stress on feeding the hungry while God’s law is trampled 
under foot? Man’s greatest needs are spiritual and eternal, 
not physical and temporary.

Children’s Psalm-singing Day
Isobel Scott

Would parents please note that there will be a children’s 
Psalm-singing Day on 29th August in the Community 

Education Centre, Ashgrove, Blackburn, West Lothian. As 

on previous such days there will be an opportunity for our 
boys and girls to meet and get to know each other and have 
fun together. The list of Psalms and tunes for the 2009/10 
Psalmody Test will be introduced to parents and young 
people, and what is expected from the different grades. If 
possible, would children 8 years and over come prepared 
to sing the whole of Psalm 121 to the tune French and be 
recorded. Drinks can be provided but it is necessary for 
everyone to bring their own lunch.

Office bearers, Greenville
Rev Rob McCurley

In the Lord's mercy, I am happy to report that this past 
Sabbath (29th March) we had the first ordination and 

induction of one elder and one deacon in our congregation 
here in Greenville, South Carolina.. It was a blessed day. I 
have attached a picture. 

‘Mrs’ and ‘Miss’ Banned
Christian Institute

EU leaders have been banned from using the terms 
‘Miss’ and ‘Mrs’ for fear of causing offence. Terms such 

as ‘sportsmen’ and ‘statesmen’ are also to be replaced with 
‘athletes’ and ‘political leaders’ under the new rules, which 
have prompted criticism from MEPs. Female members of 
the European Parliament are to be addressed by their full 
names only, under guidance in a new ‘Gender-Neutral 
Language’ pamphlet.
Scottish Conservative MEP Struan Stevenson said: ‘This is 
frankly ludicrous. We’ve seen the EU institutions try to ban 
the bagpipes and dictate the shape of bananas, but now they 

Left to Right: Rev Rob McCurley, Dr. Phil Larson (elder), 
Mr. Steve Ervin (deacon), and Rev. Warren Gardner. 

Steve is also a precentor. 
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seem determined to tell us which words we are entitled to 
use in our own language’.

Death of Dr Tow
Christian Observer

The man most influential in 
the founding of the Bible-

Presbyterian movement in 
Singapore and who founded the first 
Bible-Presbyterian congregation in 
Singapore in 1955, the Rev Timothy 
S H Tow, aged 88, died on 20 
April 2009 of natural causes at his 
home. Dr Tow started an English 
congregation at Life Presbyterian 

Church in 1950 that was renamed Life Bible-Presbyterian 
Church in 1955 after Tow and his church dissociated 
from the Presbyterian synod due to the liberalism of the 
Malayan Christian Council [now the Council of Churches 
of Malaysia] leadership to which it had been connected. 
Dr Tow led missionary trips to many parts of Malaysia 
and preached in churches in Singapore and Malaysia 
on a regular weekly basis for a period of five years. Tow 
additionally founded the Far Eastern Bible College in 1962 
and served as its leader until his death. After a doctrinal 
conflict with two assistant pastors, Dr. Tow resigned from 
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church and started True Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church, holding the first service in early 
October 2003. Dr Tow's autobiography states that as of the 
year 2000, there were sixty Bible-Presbyterian congregations 
in Singapore, twenty in Malaysia, and many others in the 
ten Association of Southeast Asian Nations countries, 
Australia, and the rest of the world.

Rejection of  Baptism
Christian Observer

The National Secular Society (NSS) is now supplying De-
Baptism Certificates. More than 100,000 Britons have 

downloaded the Certificates from the atheistic society, and 
the NSS has sold 1500 parchment De-Baptism Certificates. 
Spain and Italy already have court decisions in place 
allowing de-baptism.

Old Death and Burial Records Online 
Christian Observer

Church of Scotland old parish death and burial Records 
from the 16th to 19th centuries are now available 

online. The eight-year project to digitize Old Parish Records 
(OPRs) of the Church of Scotland has been completed, and 
now death and burial records are available in addition to 
the birth, baptism, banns and marriage records already 
available via www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk. OPRs are the 
records kept by the Church of Scotland for the 300 years 
before the start of the civil registration system in 1855.

Salisbury Conference

The next Salisbury Conference will be held at Emmanuel 
Church, Salisbury on Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd 

October, 2009 (DV). The theme is: ‘Reason for the Hope 
within: Defending and Declaring the Christian faith in 
the 21st Century’. The guest speaker expected is Professor 
James M Grier (Grand Rapids Theological Seminary, USA). 
A warm invitation is extended to all.

Highland Bible Conference

The next Highland Bible Conference will be held in 
Inverness Westhill Free Church (Continuing) on Friday 

21st August at 7.30pm and Saturday 22nd at 1.30pm and 
4.00pm and Lord’s Day 11.00am and 6.30pm. The speaker 
will be (DV) Rev Arthur Bentley-Taylor.

Plan to Force Gay Workers on Churches 
Christian Institute

The Government says its new Equality Bill will force 
churches to accept practising homosexuals or 

transsexuals in youth worker posts and other similar roles. 
Equalities minister Maria Eagle said religious believers 
should push 'gay rights' in their communities, but in the 
meantime the state would do it. The Bill's explanatory notes 
make it clear that churches could not insist that ‘a church 
youth worker or accountant be heterosexual’. The Bill says 
nothing about the difference between an active homosexual 
and someone who has left the lifestyle. The Christian 
Institute is greatly concerned about this and other aspects 
of the Bill. They are seeking legal advice on this particular 
proposal. The Bill is huge and the Government may not 
have enough time to push it through Parliament before a 
general election next year. In the meantime, please pray 
about this important matter.

 
Next Youth Weekend

The next Young People’s weekend will take place from 16th-19th October 2009 in Arbroath . The speaker 
DV will be the Rev Bill Scott, and the topic ‘Calling on God’ . Costs are: Booking before 16th September: 

Waged £50 / Unwaged £45 . Booking later will cost £5 more . Part weekend: Arrive Friday leave Saturday £20 
/ Arriving Saturday £30 . Day Visitors £5 .The weekend is for those aged 16 and over . For booking form and 
further details, see the denomination’s website, or email: arbroath@bible-sermons .org .uk or Nathan Roberts, 
26 Philip Avenue, Linlithgow, EH49 7BH . Tel 01506 668162 .

Books
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Monday 18th  May, 6pm – Session 1
Retiring Moderator’s Sermon

The Assembly was blessed to hear the challenging and 
encouraging sermon from the retiring Moderator, 
Rev John Keddie. He emphasised that preaching is 

the great function of the church, and that it is the church’s 
task to offer Christ as the all-sufficient Saviour for sinners. 
In applying this truth, Mr Keddie brought out of Ephesians 
3:8 the Apostle Paul’s view of himself as a preacher, his 
personal commission to preach Christ, and his message 
– ‘the unsearchable riches of Christ’. Mr Keddie’s sermon is 
found elsewhere in this magazine.

New Moderator
Following the retiring Moderator’s sermon Mr Keddie 
offered prayer to constitute the first Sederunt of the General 

�

�

Assembly 2009. After this came the election of the new 
Moderator. It was moved by Rev David Fraser, then seconded 
and agreed, that Rev William B Scott be appointed Moderator. 
Mr Keddie then welcomed Mr Scott to the chair. 

Assembly Arrangements Report (A) 
This report was presented by Rev J J Murray, and was received 
by the Assembly. Among its recommendations which the 
Assembly accepted was the setting-up of a Committee to 
plan the commemoration next year of the 450th anniversary 
of the Scottish Reformation.
Following this two precentors were appointed for the duration 
of the Assembly – Mr Glenn Fraser and Mr John Maclean.

Moderator’s Reception
At the Moderator’s Reception – held most conveniently in 
the hall across the road from the church, as were all meals 

�

�

Report of the General 
Assembly 2009

Rev Calum Iain Macleod

The Moderator at work: Rev Bill Scott

Rev Calum I Macleod

14 JULY/AUGUST 2009 ISSUE



Rev Bill Schweitzer

throughout the Assembly – everyone present was provided 
for by the catering students of the Jewel and Esk Valley 
College with fine food and tea. After refreshments, the 
Moderator called on three speakers. The first was Rev John 
MacLeod, Portmahomack, who commended Mr Scott for 
his suitability to be Moderator, and also gave encouragement 
to him. Second to speak was Mr David Scott, Mr Scott’s son. 
He spoke in the most endearing and humorous terms about 
his memories of growing up in a manse. Finally Rev James 
Gracie was asked to speak. Mr Gracie also commended 
Mr Scott as most suitable for holding the Chair, and also 
referred to the honour he feels to have Rev and Mrs Scott 
in his congregation. The Reception was closed with praise 
from Psalms 133 and 134.

Tuesday 19th  May, 9 .30am – Session 2
 Moderator’s address – ‘The Ephesian 
Doxology’

Following a time of worship, the Moderator, having read 
from Psalm 57, addressed the Assembly from Ephesians 
3:20-21. In his address Mr Scott stressed among many 
precious truths – for which see his address elsewhere in 
the magazine – the ability of God who is able to do for us 
exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think. Most 
timely words for these challenging times we live in.

Loyal and Dutiful Address
A Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the Queen was 
read while the Assembly stood. In it expression was made 
of gratitude to God for maintaining the Queen in health, 
and also of the Church’s hope that the civil and religious 
freedoms hitherto enjoyed in our country will be preserved, 
and that Her Majesty will be mindful of Her Coronation 
Oath to maintain in the United Kingdom the Protestant 
Reformed Religion, established by law.

Order of the Day 11am – Delegate: Mr Dedde Velvis, 
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland Vrijgemaakt 
(Reformed Church in the Netherlands Liberated)

Mr Velvis in bringing greetings to the Assembly highlighted 
the need of the church to be not isolated but to look beyond 
boundaries, acknowledging the great need for unity in 
the light of Psalm 133 and John 17. He added that this 
is easily said but hard to practise, since no church will 
be perfect prior to the Advent of Christ at the end of the 
world. Following Mr Velvis’ address the Moderator asked 
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him to take back home the greetings of the Assembly and 
presented him with a copy of the Church’s latest double-CD 
of Psalm-singing.

Report of Ecumenical Relations Committee
The Report on Ecumenical Relations was presented by 
Rev M J Roberts. He emphasised the value of relations 
with other churches, adding that the Church has more 
overseas connections than are referred to in the Report. 
He mentioned for example that Rev W Macleod had given 
addresses both in Brazil and Kenya, and Rev D Blunt had 
spoken at a Conference in Singapore. 
Mr Roberts also alluded to anticipated proceedings in the 
Church of Scotland Assembly in connection with the appeal 
against the induction of Rev Scott Rennie to a charge in 
the Presbytery of Aberdeen, referring to the many good 
evangelical men still in the church and wishing them well 
in their attempt to maintain Biblical principles of morality 
which are being cast aside at present. 
Following Mr Roberts’ presentation came a considerable 
discussion on our Church’s position in relation to 
membership of the International Conference of Reformed 
Churches (ICRC), with contributions from various speakers 
from the floor. Some brethren saw membership of this 
organisation as most valuable, while one or two were 
not so sure. The outcome was to appoint as observers/
representatives to the October 2009 ICRC Rev D S Fraser 
(Shettleston) and Rev John MacLeod (Tarbat) and with 
Rev W B Scott as reserve, should either of the other two be 
unable to attend.

Order of the Day 2pm – Rev Bill Schweitzer, 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England 
and Wales

Dr Schweitzer brought to the Assembly the greetings of his 
Church, which in its twenty-year history has now expanded 
to eleven congregations. He spoke of the encouragements 
and discouragements they have met with over these years, 
having found that in all, the Lord is blessing their work.
Rev Stuart Bonnington 
Presbyterian Church of Australia
Dr Bonnington, after bringing the greetings of his Church, 
explained that in the six hundred congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia there are some sixty 
thousand communicant members. He expressed the wish 
of his Church that a delegate from the Free Church 
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(Continuing) be present to represent our church at their 
next Assembly.
After both delegates had spoken, the Moderator thanked 
them and asked that they take back to their churches the 
best wishes of the General Assembly; and he then presented 
them with copies of the Church’s latest Psalm-singing CDs. 

Letters
At this point the Assembly received letters from five 
denominations not represented by delegates at the Assembly. 
Letters in response to those churches were approved. 

Report of Finance and Sustentation Committee
The first part of the Report of the Finance and Sustentation 
Committee 
(A . Finance) was presented by Rev John MacLeod (Rtd). 
In presenting it he noted that income is somewhat static 
with costs rising disproportionately, and wished that 
congregations be exhorted and encouraged to give more 
to the Lord’s cause, as well as being commended for such 
efforts in the past. He did mention that in 2008 there was a 
surplus of income over expenditure of £87,800, due mainly 
to a legacy of £50,000. 
He then paid tribute to Rev John Keddie who is resigning 
from the position of Honorary General Treasurer. Mr 
Keddie, he said, gave himself wholeheartedly for the past 
nine and a half years to this position, often giving help and 
advice to the Committee, without which the Committee 
would not have managed. Mr Keddie has agreed to help the 
Committee until a successor is appointed.
The second part of the Report (B . Sustentation) was 
presented by Rev M A N MacLeod. He began his presentation 
by drawing the Assembly’s attention to the fact that the Lord 
has over recent years and months provided the church 
with ministers and that we ought to be thankful to Him 
for that. Referring to the four ordinations in the past year 
he emphasised that there is consequently a corresponding 
payroll increase which leads to further financial demand. 
He went on to express thanks to Mr Donald John Morrison, 
Home Mission Worker, and Mr Donald Robertson, Resident 
Lay Agent, for their tireless efforts in their respective 
spheres of labour.
Rev John Keddie then spoke, commending Mrs Mary 
Gillies in her role as Financial Administrator. He wished 
also to draw the Assembly’s attention to congregational 
remittances, referring to the paper, Notes on Analysis of 
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Statistics – 2008, which was in the hands of Commissioners. 
Stressing the fact that funding ministers is reliant on 
congregational remittances, he pointed out his fear of 
deficits, and urged the need for increased remittances 
particularly in 2009 and 2010.
In moving his report, Rev John MacLeod gave thanks to the 
Committee for their help while he served as Convener with 
them for the past three years. 

Supplementary Report of Training of the 
Ministry & Admissions Committee

Next came the Supplementary Report of the TOM Committee, 
which, being presented by Mr Callum MacLean, dealt with 
the appointment of a successor to Rev Allan Murray to 
the post of Lecturer in Hebrew and Old Testament at the 
Free Church Seminary. As noted in the Supplementary 
Report, Presbyteries submitted to the Training of the 
Ministry Committee their nominations, which resulted in 
the following. Rev Gavin Beers – 6 Presbyteries; Rev James 
Clark – 4 Presbyteries; Rev John Harding – 1 Presbytery. 
Following notification of these returns, opportunity was 
given for speakers. Rev William Macleod moved that Mr 
Beers be appointed and gave reasons for his suitability for 
the post. Then Rev Allan Murray addressed the Assembly 
intimating his apology for resigning, giving his reasons 
for doing so. He also commended Mr Beers to be his 
successor, seconding Rev W Macleod’s motion. Rev David 
Blunt was next to speak, and he moved that Mr Clark be 
appointed, giving reasons in his favour also. Mr Callum 
MacLean seconded Mr Blunt’s motion. There being two 
motions a vote was then called, which resulted in Mr Beers 
being elected by a majority. It was agreed to make the 
vote unanimous. Mr Beers accepted his appointment by 
the Assembly and then the Moderator called for Rev John 
MacLeod (Rtd.) to engage in prayer for God’s blessing on 
Mr Beers.

Tuesday 6pm – Session 3
Report of Welfare of Youth & Education 
Committee &

Order of the Day at 6.15pm – Presentation of Awards
Prior to the presentation of the Welfare of Youth and 
Education Report came the presentation of Sabbath School 
and Bible Class awards. Sophie McGlynn, from Aberdeen, 
received the award for the Sabbath School Exam while 
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Annabel Craig, Lochalsh & Glenshiel (now Stornoway), 
received the Bible Class Award. Next, Austin and Sacha 
Little from Snizort were awarded certificates for completing 
the Silver stage in the Shorter Catechism Scheme, having 
completed questions 39-81, and Kenneth Nicolson also 
from Snizort was awarded a certificate for completing 
the Bronze stage, questions 1-38. The Moderator having 
commended and awarded the prize-winners, committed 
them to the Lord in prayer.
After the presentations, Rev David S Fraser enthusiastically 
presented the Report of the Committee. He began by 
encouraging the Assembly that while we are faced with 
huge problems in society, we must remember that God 
often begins great works in the most unlikely situations 
– and that He may indeed choose to so work through 
the young prize-winners themselves! He raised several 
points from the Report, touching for example on Christian 
Education. He commended the Scripture Memory Scheme 
and the Sabbath School Syllabus. Once he moved the 
Report and had it seconded, speakers were called for. Rev 
Greg MacDonald spoke about the Youth Camp Programme 
planned for the first week of August. Rev Gavino Fioretti 
drew attention to the reference in the Report regarding 
the hope of establishing a Christian School in Inverness, 
and requested prayer from the Assembly for the venture. 
Then Rev Graeme Craig spoke about the Christian School 
in Lewis, and challenged us to be willing to make sacrifices 
in providing for our children’s education, and also that we 
should be praying much for Christian teachers.

Petition from the Free Presbytery of Inverness 
Next came various petitions, the first being from Inverness, 
seeking the appointment of General Assessors. Rev Allan 
Maciver and Rev John Angus Gillies were appointed. 

Petition from the Free Presbytery of Inverness 
The same Presbytery requested permission to change the 
name of the Congregation in Inverness – Inverness Free 
Greyfriars – to Westhill Free Church (Continuing). The 
petition was withdrawn when it was pointed out that the 
congregation may use whatever name it wishes locally, 
eg on the notice board, so long as the name of Inverness 
Free Greyfriars be retained for ecclesiastical and civil legal 
purposes.

Petition from Congregation of Thornwood
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Next came a petition from the congregation of Thornwood, 
also requesting permission to change the name of the 
congregation hitherto known as Thornwood to that of 
Knightswood. The Assembly accepted the petition.
Following these Petitions came the reception of Delegates.

Order of the Day 7.30pm – Rev Peter Beale, 
Affinity

Mr Beale brought the greetings of Affinity and expressed 
his thanks for being invited to the Assembly. He emphasised 
that the role of Affinity was to foster Biblical ecumenism, 
which brings encouragement to the churches associating 
together on Biblical grounds. He mentioned the difficulties 
encountered by the organisation in the past year, and that he 
feels the future of Affinity lies very much in the balance. He 
expressed his prayer that the Lord will bless our church.
Rev John Roberts, LDOS
The next Delegate, Rev John Roberts, was from the Lord’s 
Day Observance Society. He also gave thanks for the 
invitation and brought the greetings of the National Council 
of the Society. With considerable emphasis and zeal Mr 
Roberts spoke of the many changes seen in our society over 
the past number of years in relation to the Lord’s Day – both 
in the nation and in the church. He informed the Assembly 
that his thirty-two year tenure with the Society has come to 
an end, and gave thanks for all the support both he and his 
wife have received from us over these years. 

Order of the Day 7.45pm – Rev J J Murray: John 
Calvin & Instruction in the Faith

The Assembly was then treated to an address by Rev John J 
Murray on ‘John Calvin and Instruction in the Faith’. Being 
the five hundredth anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, the 
address focused on the methods of instruction in Bible 
truth he used, and their resulting influence and abiding 
relevance for today. 

Order of the Day 8.30pm – 
Rev Donald MacAskill – APC
The next Delegate to speak to the Assembly was Rev 
Donald MacAskill of the Associated Presbyterian Churches, 
who is presently Moderator of their Presbytery. He brought 
greetings and words of encouragement, drawing particular 
attention to Zephaniah 3:14-17.
Rev Maarten Kater – Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken 
in Nederland (Christian Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands)
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Rev Maarten Kater brought greetings from Holland to our 
Church. He pointed out three areas of similarity between his 
Church situation and our own – we have the same sins in 
our society, the same Saviour of sinners and the same zeal. 
He also referred to the existence of the church of Christ as 
the eighth wonder of the world; it exists for Christ’s sake. 
The Moderator presented all the Delegates with a copy of 
the Church’s latest Psalm-singing CDs.

Wednesday 20th May 9am – Session 4
The proceedings of the day began with an hour of prayer 
and worship. Eight Commissioners led in prayer. 

Report of Public Questions, Religion and Morals 
Committee

The first item of business on Wednesday was the Report of 
the PQRM Committee, presented by Rev James Gracie. Mr 
Gracie spoke most ably and passionately about the issues 
confronting the church today. He began by referring to 
two items not mentioned in the Report – having come to 
light after the Report was printed – namely the expenses of 
MPs and the matter of grave immorality in the Church of 
Scotland being debated at present. The Report having been 
moved, Rev William Macleod seconded it and after thanking 
Mr Gracie for his presentation referred to two matters of 
great importance. The first was a Day of Humiliation and 
Prayer, and the second that the church be supportive of 
the Christian Institute in their most vital role in our day. 
Rev Greg MacDonald drew attention to an addendum he 
wished to be added to the Report, referring to the ongoing 
attempts by Caledonian MacBrayne to begin ferry sailings 
between Stornoway and Ullapool on the Lord’s Day. Rev 
Allan Murray spoke about the existing threat in our time to 
Christian freedoms, majoring on two points. He referred to 
the strong support in society for homosexuality, which aims 
at silencing the Bible and true preachers. He also alluded 
to the support being given to Islam against Christians. He 
very ably demonstrated that our Government is doing this 
not out of love for Islam, but out of fear. He summed up 
by referring to Revelation 13, noting that false religion is 
a powerful tool in the hand of a government for wielding 
against the Christian church.  The Assembly approved the 
Report, and appointed a Day of Humiliation and Prayer 
to be observed throughout the Church on Saturday 5th 
December, or the nearest convenient date. 

�

Order of the Day – Rev Robert Beckett, Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland

The PQRM Report was followed by the reception of two 
more Delegates. Rev Robert Beckett of the EPCI stressed 
that the problems in the world around us are common to 
all churches, and that we must therefore stand together in 
dealing with them. He drew attention to the lack of respect 
for the Bible, the doctrine of Creation and the absence 
in schools of anything that is truly Christian. He assured 
the Assembly of his Church’s prayers, and requested the 
Assembly’s prayers for his Church.

Rev John Shearer, Church of England 
(Continuing)

Rev John Shearer then addressed the Assembly, explaining 
that his church has five congregations, with four active 
ministers – who came out of the ministry of the Church of 
England – and has two younger ministers in addition to two 
men who are awaiting ordination. He referred to various 
unbiblical aspects of the Church of England’s doctrine and 
practice, showing the consequent necessity for the existence 
of the Church of England (Continuing). He ended his 
address by stressing that we have the promise of God that 
He will be with us.
The Moderator thanked both Delegates, and presented 
them with Psalm-singing CDs.

Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody
This Report was presented by Rev David S Fraser. He 
commended the new publication called the Manual for 
Precentors, compiled and produced by Rev and Mrs W B 
Scott. Emphasising the need for seriousness in congregational 
singing Mr Fraser urged all Commissioners to take a copy 
of this Manual for their congregations. He also encouraged 
the use of the Psalm-singing CDs, and urgedthat children 
be taught the Sol-Fa, for grasping the Psalm tunes. 
After the Report was moved and seconded, Mr Donald 
Mackay spoke in favour of the Manual, and alluded to 
the ongoing project of the Committee to produce a Gaelic 
Psalm-book. 

Order of the Day 2.15 – Mr D. Paul Rowland 
– Trinitarian Bible Society

Following the Psalmody Report two Delegates were invited 
to speak. Mr Paul Rowland began by informing the Assembly 
of the TBS’s production and distribution of the Metrical 
Psalms around the English-speaking world. The translation 
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and distribution of the Bible in the different languages 
and dialects of the world was the focus of his address. He 
challenged the Assembly by asking if we heard the cry of the 
peoples of the earth for the Bible in their own language? He 
alluded to the staggering fact that in India alone there are 
some two thousand languages and dialects into which the 
Bible has not been translated. Also referring to the recent 
campaign of the Society against that of the secularists, in 
which they put posters on London city buses proclaiming 
the folly of atheism, Mr Rowland said that along with many 
complaints, they received requests for some five hundred 
Bibles. He brought the greetings and best wishes of the 
Society.
Rev Bart Elshout - Heritage Reformed Churches
After Mr Rowland, Rev Bart Elshout brought warmest 
fraternal greetings from the Heritage Reformed Churches. 
He acknowledged gratefully the gain his Church’s Seminary 
– Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary – has made 
through acquiring the services of Rev David P Murray, 
formerly minister of Stornoway. He encouraged the 
Assembly, stressing that this loss on our part ought not to 
be seen as a loss, but be viewed in the broader scale. Mr 
Murray is influencing many nationalities through his new 
sphere of labour at the Seminary, as one of our ministers, 
and therefore our influence as a church will be wider than 
we realise. He also gave thanks to Rev Maurice J Roberts for 
his ministry while at PRTS. Mr Elshout also reminded the 
Assembly of the shared interest his church and ours have 
in mission work in Zambia. Cees Molenaar, Principal of 
Covenant College, Zambia, is from his Church. Concluding 
his address, Mr Elshout encouraged the Assembly by 
reminding us that ‘we are living proof of God’s covenant 
faithfulness’, and that He will build His church.
The Moderator gave thanks to the Delegates and also 
presented them with copies of the Psalm-singing CDs.

Report of the Training of the Ministry and Admissions 
Committee

Next on the agenda came the Report of the Training of the 
Ministry Committee, which was presented by Mr Callum 
MacLean. One of the main points in this Report was the 
proposed training of Resident Lay Agents and Home 
Mission Workers. This would involve the men doing part of 
the coursework presently done by Seminary students, and 
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with a view to benefiting the men themselves, and also the 
Church at large.
Rev William Macleod, Principal of the Seminary, spoke on 
the second part of this Report that dealt particularly with 
the Seminary. He commended both lecturers and students, 
and referred to the great benefit in many ways resulting 
from the bi-annual Evangelism Module conducted by Rev 
Harry Woods. He explained that there are presently six 
students – three church students and three private; that 
there will be two students (DV) beginning after the summer 
– one church student and one private; he also said there are 
others studying by distance learning.

Petition of Free Presbytery of USA anent Training 
of Students

At this point in the proceedings a Petition from the Free 
Presbytery of the USA was taken up. This Petition requested, 
on several grounds, that the Presbytery’s relationship with 
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) be considered 
in order to help them in such matters as the training and 
licensing of candidates for the ministry. The Assembly 
received the Petition and granted its crave to the extent 
that the matters be referred to the Strategy Committee, to 
investigate how best to settle the situation in a constitutional 
manner.

Wednesday 6 .30pm – Session 5
Report of the Home and Foreign Missions 
Committee

This Report was presented by Rev John J Murray. He 
impressed on the Assembly the missionary vision John 
Calvin had throughout his ministry, referring to the 
following three points. Firstly, he had right views about 
God; secondly, he grasped that the church is the God-
appointed means for the advancement of the Gospel, and 
thirdly, Calvin’s hope and expectation was the universality 
of Christ’s kingdom. 
After presentation of the Report, Rev Gavin Beers seconded 
it and spoke in regard to home missions. Rev William 
Macleod also spoke about Sri Lanka, drawing the Assembly’s 
attention to the present plight of the church of former 
Seminary student Mr J Kerey Thayananth. Next to speak 
was Rev David S Fraser, who having commended the 
Report, suggested that the church should have an overseas 
missionary of her own. Mr Murray at this point asked Rev 
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Bert Pohl to address the Assembly about his work in Smiths 
Falls. Mr Pohl explained his work in consolidating his 
congregation, and also reaching out with the Gospel to the 
surrounding community. He asked the Assembly to pray for 
him and his work, and to keep in touch with him. Mr Murray 
then asked Rev Warren Gardner to address the Assembly 
about the work within the bounds of the Free Presbytery of 
the USA. Mr Gardner brought the encouraging news that 
they have experienced considerable growth, especially in 
Greenville, where the congregation has grown from twenty 
five to one hundred. As with Mr Pohl, Mr Gardner and 
the brethren in the USA are actively involved in outreach 
in various areas, not least among crowds who wait to get 
to watch wrestling matches locally and sometimes stand 
four abreast in a queue half a mile long – a ready made 
congregation who won’t be going anywhere!   

Order of the Day 8.00pm 
After the presentation of the Report came the next Order of 
the Day with speakers emphasising missionary endeavour.

DJ Morrison
The first to speak was our own Home Mission Worker, 
Mr Donald John Morrison. Mr Morrison referred to the 
Newsletters he circulates detailing his missionary work. 
He spoke passionately about the unexpected events that 
have rocked the UK in the past twelve months – revealing 
the Lord’s hand – referring particularly to the economic 
and financial crisis. He also alluded to the opposition 
there is to the Gospel in our generation, solemnly noting 
comments by a minister who preaches not far from where 
the Assembly sat: ‘to hell with hell’ he said, ‘ if the Pope can 
do away with limbo, I can do away with hell’. Mr Morrison 
showed from this how opposition to advancing the Gospel 
is tragically coming from within the church as well as from 
outside it. He reminded the Assembly that attempts to 
silence the Truth are attempts to silence God – which will 
never succeed. As always the Assembly was glad to hear 
from Mr Morrison.

Mike Moore, CWI
Next to speak was Mike Moore of Christian Witness to 
Israel. He gave thanks for the interest and financial help 
given to the CWI, and also for the invitation to address the 
Assembly, noting that it was ten years since the General 
Secretary of the mission last addressed the Assembly. He 
mentioned with sadness how many today look down on 
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mission to the Jews as futile, believing that Old Testament 
Israel is completely fulfilled by the New Testament church. 
Alluding to Romans 11, Mr Moore encouraged the Assembly 
that there is a future for Israel, and assured us that the Lord 
is answering the prayers of the church – revealing that since 
1984 many Jews have believed in Christ. CWI have not 
known of so many Jews converted to Christ as there were 
in the past year! Following on from Mr Fraser’s plea for an 
overseas church missionary, Mr Moore said he hopes that 
that missionary will be sent to the Jews!

Rev G MacDonald - Covenant College
Next to speak was Rev Greg MacDonald, who addressed 
the Assembly on the ongoing work in Covenant College, 
Zambia. He gave his report of a recent visit there in terms 
of seeing the work through the eyes of two students at 
the College. He gave many encouraging details about the 
progress of the work, involving not only the College but 
also the Farm overseen by Mr Phil Bailey, and the role of 
Miss MarJanne Hendriksen in the Christian Community 
Schools work. Our Church has a strong link with the work 
in Zambia and it was most encouraging to hear how the 
work there has advanced from its small beginnings nine 
years ago.

Rev W Macleod - Kenya
Last to address the Assembly was Rev William Macleod, 
who spoke about his recent visit to Kenya to address a 
Conference of preachers and pastors. Mr Macleod spoke of 
the appetite for the Reformed faith he found, that was seen 
by the many questions he was asked, as well as the requests 
from the men to preach to them as long as possible! He 
was very encouraged to see the many opportunities that 
exist, and for the attendance at one church he preached in 
which had about four hundred inside and others gathered 
outside! Mr Macleod encouragingly referred to the fact that 
the teaching received at such conferences is spread far and 
wide by all who come to them, thus giving massive scope to 
the Reformed witness borne by speakers. 
The Moderator then replied to each of the speakers. 

Thursday 21st May 9am – Session 6
Order of the Day 9.15am – Rev Dr Richard Knodel 
PTS, ‘The Priority of Preaching’

Thursday’s business began with an address by Dr R Knodel, 
from the Protestant Truth Society. Having brought the 
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greetings of the Society, Dr Knodel addressed the Assembly 
from 1Corinthians 1:10-18, emphasising the primacy of 
preaching as God’s chosen means to bring change and 
revival in our generation. This address is to be found 
elsewhere in the magazine.

Report of the Special Committee anent Building 
Projects

Rev K Macdonald presented this Report, noting that while 
the Committee were glad to have been of assistance to the 
Inverness congregation, there have been no requests for 
help from any congregations this year. The Assembly agreed 
to discharge the Committee.

Supplementary Report of the Home and Foreign 
Missions Committee

The Assembly took up consideration of this Supplementary 
Report, discussing the proposed deliverance’s statement 
about the historical validity and suitability of the Committee 
acting in place of a church court in regard to ministers not 
in Scotland or under a Presbytery. The deliverance was 
sustained with the additional proposal that the Strategy 
Committee be appointed to look into the matter and report 
back to the Assembly of 2010.

Report of the Legal Advice and Property Committee
Next came the Report of the Legal Committee, which was 
presented by Rev John MacLeod, Tarbat. Mention was 
made in the presentation of the Committee’s willingness 
to achieve a settlement with those from whom we have 
separated, and to have meaningful negotiations to that end. 
Mention was also made in the Supplementary Report of 
the Broadford case which came to court the week prior to 
the Assembly. Mr M Grant having been at the proceedings 
briefed the Assembly.  Rev John MacLeod (Rtd) and 
Mr John MacKenzie were appointed as Advisers to the 
Committee. After the Report was moved and seconded the 
opportunity was given for speakers to address the Assembly 
on the Report. Brethren spoke from differing perspectives 
about the ongoing legal issues confronting the church in 
view of the fact that there is as yet no solution.
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Before the Report of the Committee on Publications, a 
presentation was made by the Moderator to Mr Colin 
Foster, Curriculum Leader, Catering & Hospitality at the 
Jewel & Esk Valley College and to his team of students who 
took good care of Commissioners and visitors throughout 
the Assembly.

Report of the Committee on Publications
This Report was presented by Mr Glenn Fraser. Attention 
was drawn to the various projects of the Committee such as 
the publication of a book on the Catechism involving Rev M 
A N MacLeod. After the presentation of the Report, brethren 
were given the opportunity to speak. An addendum to the 
Report in which the Assembly instructed the Committee to 
publish as soon as possible Rev M J Roberts’ recent address 
at the Mainland Synod on the subject of New Covenant 
Theology was proposed and received.

Report of the Strategy Committee
In this Report, presented by Rev John MacLeod, Tarbat, 
particular reference was made to Mr Donald Robertson, 
Resident Lay Agent, whose work has been viewed as 
a wonderful provision from the Lord. Another issue 
mentioned was the Committee’s ongoing investigation 
into the suitability of using communication technology in 
worship services, to benefit participants in several different 
locations, unable to meet locally. 

Report of the Committee to prepare Minute anent 
Deceased Ministers and Elders

At this point of the Assembly, the names of deceased 
Ministers and Elders were read by the Convener of the 
Committee, Rev Andrew Allan, while Commissioners 
stood as a mark of respect for deceased brethren.  

Appointment of Commission of Assembly
The Assembly then moved to appoint the dates of their next 
Commission of Assembly to be, as usual, the first Tuesday 
in October (6th) and the First Tuesday in March (2nd 
March, 2010).
The Assembly was then concluded with prayer, the singing 
of Psalm 122 and the Apostolic Benediction.
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It was with great sadness but yet with a sense of relief 
that the Scalpay congregation heard of the falling asleep 
in Jesus of their esteemed elder William Mackinnon on 

Thursday 9th April 2009 after a period of illness.
Born in 1915 in Scalpay, William professed faith in Christ at 
the age of 23 years in Tarbert. He married Marion Macleod, 
also from Scalpay, in Elder Memorial Church, Leith, in 1942. 
William and Marion initially made their home in Leith 
before returning to Scalpay in 1947.
He would often speak of the Lord’s gracious sparing of 
him on occasions such as when he, then twelve years old, 
fell off a cliff on to the shore where he lay unconscious for 
a time. Mercifully he was discovered before the tide came 
in. Similarly when in the Merchant Navy during the war he 
had to come ashore in Ireland with illness and subsequently 
the ship he had left was sunk with the loss of all aboard. On 
another occasion, having taken shore leave to get married, 
his replacement seaman lost his life when the ship was 
torpedoed. Such instances were seen as evidences of God’s 
mercy toward him and recognising a reason for being spared 
he endeavoured to use his time well in the service of his 
Master.

He served for a time as a Sabbath school teacher, was 
ordained a deacon in 1956 and an elder in 1965.
While in good health William was a tireless visitor of the 
homes in the congregation and even after having a leg 
amputated in 1993 he continued to take seriously his duties 
as a spiritual overseer of the people and was still seen around 
the island exhorting and encouraging from home to home.  
He felt keenly the loss of his beloved wife in 2001 and also a 
daughter, Joan, in recent years.
He was lovingly cared for by his family, especially in the last 
few years when suffering from dementia, and we know that 
Annie, Norma, Eoin and Sandra and their respective families 
did not grudge the time or effort spent in caring for one 
who all his life showed great love and care for them all. He 
doted on his grandchildren and left them with many happy 
memories. 
How applicable for William Mackinnon is the comment 
of John ‘Rabbi’ Duncan that ‘When godly men are taken 
away, Christ’s prayer is fulfilled, 
“that they be with me where I 
am, that they may behold my 
glory”’. 

On the 18th November, 2008, the Lord Jesus Christ 
took action to be apart from one of his friends no 
more. Captain Angus Macleod, of Galson village, 

was known to many of the Lord’s people in London and 
Glasgow, as well as in his native Lewis. He reached 85 years 
of age before departing, and bore a strong testimony to his 
Saviour daily to the end. I suspect that it would have been 
hard to meet Angus and not respect him, even before his 
conversion. He had a dignity in his bearing. The warmth 
of his family and their great love and respect for him was 
obvious, crossing all generational barriers. Yet all that this 
writer can speak of is knowing him as a Christian. And as a 
Christian it was impossible I believe for other Christians to 
meet him and not love him. He radiated his Captain to us. 
He beamed with joy when in His house. He delighted to be 
amongst His people. He rejoiced in the sanctity of his Lord’s 
Day. He fed off the meat of His Word, and he drank in the 
preaching of the truth.
Here was a beloved elder, and our congregation is poorer 
with his passing. Scripture shaped Angus’ life and habits 
which make his memory all the more precious to us.

Having sailed out of Glasgow 
for many years, Angus then 
progressed to become an 
Examiner of Merchant ships 
with the Board of Trade, living 
in London. On retirement, with 
his wife Annie, Angus returned to their native Galson, 
Lewis. In later years Angus suffered from ill-health but 
steadfastly nursed his dear wife in her latter years. She died 
in the spring of 2007. Since then he was well cared for in his 
daughter’s home in Coll, although he returned to Galson if 
any opportunity presented itself. He loved his village and he 
loved to be near ‘his people’, his congregation.
The truth is that as a congregation we loved to see him 
with us. We still feel the loss keenly, yet we grieve as a 
congregation who have lost an elder. We seek then to 
commend all the more his family to the prayers of the wider 
church. His son Murdo, daughter Louise, grandchildren and 
surviving brother have our repeated entreaties for the Lord’s 
comfort and His salvation.

William Mackinnon, Scalpay
Rev Kenneth MacDonald

Captain Angus Macleod, Cross
Rev Greg MacDonald

Obituaries
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Our evangelist Donald John Morrison, zealous as usual and 
looking for an opportunity to reach needy souls with the gospel, 
sent a letter to Jade Goody in March, just shortly before she 
died. He received no response or acknowledgement. The letter 
is a challenging one and will be of interest to our readers:

Dear Jade Goody,

This may be the most important message that has 
ever been placed in your hands.

It is evident that you have suffered much pain over the past 
few days. The Bible, God's precious word, assures us that 
there is hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, if we come to Him 
by faith. He can save and deliver us from our sins when we 
confess them to Him. His sure, and gracious, promise is, ‘If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’. (1 John 
1:9). If we bow, humbly, before God and ask for mercy He 
also assures us that the ‘blood of Jesus Christ (God's Son) 
cleanseth us from all sin’. (1 John 1:7). Life is very uncertain 
for all of us, whether we have cancer or not. Sooner, or later, 
we must all die. If, however, we believe in Christ, as our Lord 
and Saviour, then when we die it will be better than the day 
we were born. Again the Bible assures us of this: ‘Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord’ (Revelation 14:13).

For every true Christian, there is no pain or suffering in 
heaven. It is a place of eternal bliss and blessing. Let's hear 
what God's word says: ‘And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 

the former things are passed away’ (Revelation 21:4). Jade, 
heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. We MUST 
all be prepared for heaven, if we hope to get there. Jesus 
Christ died a very great death at Calvary's cross for sinners 
such as you, and I. This was the greatest act of love that the 
world has ever seen: ‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13). 
Salvation and eternal life are the greatest gifts that any of 
us can receive and have in our hearts, before we die. The 
cost was paid for by Jesus on Calvary. This truly is ‘amazing 
grace’. Jesus can come into your heart and life NOW, Jade, if 
you call upon Him: Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved’ (Acts 2:21).

One of the thieves on the cross next to Jesus was saved and 
converted ‘at the eleventh hour’ because he made his peace 
with God. May that be true of you as well, my dear friend.  
May you find in Him, at this time "the peace that passeth all 
understanding" in your own heart and soul, in the midst of 
all the turmoil and confusion around you.

This is not a message that the media or press will bring before 
your attention. It is, sadly, the last thing on their minds. As 
a born-again Christian I write this all important message, 
that was deeply laid on my heart, in deep reverence, respect, 
concern and warm Christian affection. I will remember you 
in prayer in the sincere hope that the Lord will save your 
precious soul.

Yours in Christ,

Donald John Morrison

Letter to Jade Goody

"Life is very uncertain for all 
of us, whether we have cancer 

or not. Sooner, or later, we 
must all die. If, however, we 
believe in Christ, as our Lord 

and Saviour, then when we die 
it will be better than the day we 

were born."
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Books
'Good News'

Free Church Witness, 
June 2009 Issue, 20p

These excellently produced and attractive 
gospel magazines present a golden 

opportunity to share ‘good news’ with your 
neighbours and friends in the community. 
In these days, when so few people hear 
anything about the message of salvation, 
one way of reversing this is by spreading the 
truth in print, through gospel tracts, leaflets 
and booklets. ‘Printing’, said Martin Luther, 
‘is God’s latest and best work to spread 
true religion throughout the world’ and that 
includes Scotland.
The Good News special evangelistic issue 
has proved to be an effective witnessing tool, 
since it was first produced four years ago. It 
has been blessed to many people. The front 
cover of the recently published issue reflects 
the downcast spirit of the masses following 
the recent credit crunch crisis on the markets 
of time. Only the grace of God lifts the head 
and heart. 
The content covers a wide range of interesting 
gospel articles and includes the testimonies 
of three very different people who personally 
came to see how Christ paid the greatest debt 
of all. One was a young Roman Catholic 
man from Ireland. While training for the 
priesthood he came to realise that forgiveness 
for sin is in Christ alone, a message which 
he now preaches to Protestant and Roman 
Catholic alike. Other very pointed articles 
direct the reader on how to ‘Seek God!’ and 
‘Be Wise’ if we are to know ‘The Way to 
Heaven’. ‘The Christian Hope’ explains how 
the ‘The Debt Problem’ has been solved for 
sinners who come to Christ for salvation. In 
explaining about ‘Three Things God Cannot 
Do’ this gospel message, along with all the 
other well-selected gospel related articles, 
clearly addresses the sinner’s greatest need. It 
also points them to the only place where that 
need can be met and pardon can be found.
Under the leading of the Spirit these 
magazines, containing the Word of God, 
can change hearts, transform lives and save 
souls. We are not to despise this open door 

of bringing the gospel to the lost around 
us. Remember that the printed page travels 
cheaply – you can be a missionary for the 
price of a magazine when you hand it out. 
We are all called to be witnesses, so let us 
share and circulate Good News.

Donald Morrison

Habakkuk
A Wrestler with God

Walter J Chantry
Banner of Truth, pbk, 112pp, £5 .50

Through the prayers of the prophet 
and the responses of our Lord we are 

shown the right place for our prayers in 
God’s providence and His work concerning 
the nations of this earth. God sets up but 
ultimately ridicules the proud once they have 
served His purpose. Chantry, who was a 
Baptist minister in Pennsylvania, both shows 
us God and also our place as spectators of the 
Divine Majesty. As he dissects the prayers of 
Habakkuk he teaches us about prayer and 
how it relates to God’s plan and purpose. 
Snippets of Habakkuk, which we could easily 
miss, are brought out to show the Gospel.
In guarding ourselves we are warned 
against the notions of watering down the 
fundamental truths of the Bible for the sake 
of tolerance for other religions, which is so 
prevalent today. The time of Habakkuk was 
one when the nation was departing from 
God, and threatening enemies were growing 
powerful. There are strong similarities 
between his day and our own. As prayer 
is applied to nations by the author, we can 
see aspects which we can apply also to our 
personal prayers. We can understand how 
we can pray for our nation and how God 
can bless those prayers if they are according 
to His will. The Lord does work and we are 
instructed to look at international events 
in the light of this. He can and will work in 
ways that will astound us. 
By no means a thick book, it fits in much on 
which we can profitably meditate.

James Boyd
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Puritan Reformed Journal
Editor: Joel Beeke, 

Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary, pbk, 238pp, $10

This is the first issue of what is 
planned to be a semi-annual journal 

in theology (ie two per year). It is an 
exciting new project for the growing and 
developing Puritan Reformed Seminary. 
There’s lots of good reading here with 
plenty of variety and a decided effort not 
to make it too academic and dry. David 
Murray’s contribution on preaching 
Christ from the Old Testament is excellent 
as we would expect. He lays emphasis on 
reading the Old Testament in the light of 
the New. Christ wonderfully interpreted 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament 
for the two on the road to Emmaus. 
Johnny Serafini gives a most helpful 
treatment of ‘Atoning Blood’, dealing 
with the Levitical laws and coming into 
the New Testament to deal sanely with 
the prohibition on eating blood in Acts 
15:20. John J Murray’s life of Professor 
Murray is of course very good. One 
article from the past, Richard Baxter 
on ‘Pride’ is challenging. However the 
article which I found most beneficial 
is a fascinating one by Christopher 
Bogosh on ‘Pastoral Counselling in the 
Twenty-first Century for Illness, Disease 
and Death’. Bogosh is the founder of 
Hope in the Face of Illness, Disease and 
Death Ministries and has nursing and 
hospice qualifications. He speaks from 
vast experience of death and the dying. 
He goes through the various stages 
that occur in a person’s experience, say 
when one is diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. He speaks of the methodology of 
hospices and the role the pastor should 
take. ‘Death and the dying process are 
real and miserable, and must never be 
minimised, trivialised, or misrepresented 
as something that is good’. Further, ‘The 

pastor should encourage the individual 
to make his last days on earth a blessing 
to others through his undying testimony 
of God’s grace to him in Jesus Christ’.  
Then in dealing with the bereaved, the 
pastor has to help them ‘to process 
the death, understanding the death 
biblically, and moving on in fervent 
service for Christ’. Useful appendices 
list common drugs and their effect and 
deal with the signs and symptoms which 
may occur as a person nears death. Joel 
Beeke’s contributions are of the usual 
high standard. There are fifteen pages of 
book reviews. The whole is well set out 
and pleasant to read.

William Macleod

From Life’s First Cry: 
John Owen on Infant Baptism 

and Infant Salvation
Lee Gatiss

Latimer Trust, pbk, 56pp

Many books have been written on 
infant baptism. John Owen the 

great Puritan has a short but useful 
work on the subject. Lee Gatiss, in 
his St Antholin’s lectureship for 2008, 
treats this work and here provides the 
substance of his research. First, Owen 
helpfully clears the ground. The question 
is not whether professing believers not 
baptised in infancy ought to be baptised. 
All agree on this. Neither is it whether 
in such, faith and repentance should 
precede baptism. That too is agreed. 
Neither is it whether all infants should 
be baptised. Those whose parents are 
strangers to the covenant should not. 
Giving positive arguments he first 
points out that there is no verse in 
Scripture forbidding infant baptism 
or inconsistent with it. Secondly he 
points out that there are no cases in 
Scripture of circumcised parents with 
uncircumcised children or of baptised 

parents with unbaptised children. His 
third argument is that if Baptists are 
right God has made things worse for 
infants of believers since Christ has 
come, in that they do not receive the 
covenant sign and seal. In his fourth 
point Owen bases his argument on the 
words: ‘Can any man forbid water, that 
these should not be baptised, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well 
as we?’ (Acts 10:47). He argues that the 
children of believers are capable of grace 
and indeed that those who die in infancy 
are regenerated. Therefore he reasons 
that the sign should be permitted. In 
his fifth point he argues that if God did 
not want someone baptised then they 
are eternally damned since the sign 
and the grace must go together. This is 
why impenitent sinners should not be 
baptised. Not having the grace they have 
no right to the sign. Owen’s sixth point 
is that children always in Scripture share 
covenant position with their parents 
and therefore should be baptised along 
with their parents. His seventh point is 
to argue from the fact that Christ came 
‘to confirm the promises made unto 
the fathers’ (Rom.15:8). God’s promise 
to Abraham was, ‘I will establish my 
covenant between me and thee and 
thy seed after thee in their generations 
for an everlasting covenant, to be a 
God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee’ (Gen.17:7). So to deny children 
the same right and interests as their 
believing parents is ‘plainly to deny the 
fidelity of Christ in the discharge of his 
office’. Christ has failed. He notes here 
household baptisms as fitting in with 
his teaching. His final argument is based 
on church history. Lee Gatiss has done a 
good work in expounding Owen.

William Macleod

Books
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We hardly need to be reminded of the state of affairs 
in the church today where we are confronted with 
doctrinal indifferentism, theological illiteracy, 

discontinuity from our historical roots, no building blocks 
for evangelistic activity and an aging membership. The 
situation is not that different from the one facing the 
Protestant Reformers in the 16th century, after centuries of 
darkness, superstition, ignorance and idolatry.
What was the Reformation? It was above everything a 
movement of the Holy Spirit, a revival of true religion. But 
it was also a recovery of Biblical doctrine, particularly of 
God-centred theology. It had an identification with the past, 
especially with Augustine and the early church Fathers. The 
work was carried forward by careful instruction in the faith 
and church discipline.

1 Martin Luther: the Pioneer
Martin Luther was the instrument used of God to break the 
power of the Papacy and medieval Catholicism. He had a 
profound religious experience in which he discovered the 
true way of salvation. He set about to re-form what had 
been de-formed. He accomplished great things through his 
preaching and his writing. He said ‘I simply taught, preached, 
wrote God’s Word: I did nothing.... The Word did it all’. With 
the invention of the printing press, the Reformation teaching 
spread far and wide, through pamphlets and books. 
There was much darkness and ignorance to be overcome. 
Luther resorted to the use of catechisms. It was a tour 
revealing to him the gross ignorance of his fellow-countrymen 
that constrained Luther to take up the work of catechizing 
in earnest: ‘I have been impelled to cast this catechism on 
Christian doctrine into this simple form by the lamentable 
deficiency in the means of instruction which I witnessed 
lately in my visitation. God help us! What deplorable things 
have I seen! The common people wholly without any 
knowledge of doctrine’. The preparation and production 
of Luther’s Short Catechism (1529) was an immediate and 
surprising success, a decisive factor in reformation at the 
‘grass-roots’ in the homes of the German people. 

2 John Calvin: ‘the practical genius of the 
Reformation’
While rejoicing with Luther in the success of the preached 
Word we can say that, humanly speaking, if things had 
remained like that, the subsequent history of Christianity in 
Europe and America might have been quite different. While 

the re-discovered 
Faith of the Gospel 
was spreading by 
pulpit and press, God was preparing a man who was 
destined to define that Faith and consolidate the work of 
the Reformation. His name was John Calvin (1509-1564). 
‘Luther led the assault on the trenches’, says B B Warfield, 
‘Calvin consolidated the gains’. In the midst of the confusion 
generated by the new-found teaching, John Calvin was 
destined to be the leader in defining the new forms. ‘He was’, 
in the words of B B Warfield, ‘the practical genius of the 
Reformation’. 
After his sudden conversion and the embracing of the 
Protestant doctrines he wished ‘to teach some rudiments 
whereby those who were touched with any good affection to 
God might be instructed in true piety’, a sort of Catechism, 
as he afterwards called it. However, because of persecution 
against the Christians in France he made it at the same time a 
confession of faith in order that the King of France (to whom 
he dedicated it) would know the doctrine against which the 
persecutors were enraged. The work was undertaken while 
he was in Basle and published in 1536 as The Institutes of 
the Christian Religion, containing almost the whole sum of 
piety and whatever it is necessary to know in the doctrine of 
salvation. It was in that year, as he headed for Strasbourg, 
that Calvin was forced by Farel to join him in Geneva. In 
January 1537 Farel and Calvin laid before the council of the 
city their Articles on the Organization of the Church and its 
Worship at Geneva, probably largely composed by Calvin. 
The Articles refer specifically ‘to catechising as an ancient 
form, no innovation. The Confession of Faith was made once 
for all in Geneva. Thereafter the faith would be handed down 
in unbroken succession from generation to generation. What 
is necessary for any age is, however, doubly necessary now 
when the Word of God has been neglected so long and 
parents have not taught their children properly. Therefore 
a “brief and simple summary of the Christian faith” is to 
be prepared. It is to be taught to the children and they will 
be examined periodically by the ministers’. So Calvin set 
himself to compose an instrument for popular instruction 
in the faith, reducing to simpler form The Institutes. The 
result was Instruction in the Faith, first published in French 
in 1737, a straightforward exposition of the leading tenets of 
the Christian faith in brief sections. 

Instruction in the Faith
Lessons from John Calvin

Rev John J Murray
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3 Calvin and the Catechism
In April 1538 Farel and Calvin were forced out of Geneva. In 
September 1538 Calvin joined Martin Bucer in Strasbourg, 
where he organised and pastored the first French-speaking 
Protestant congregation. There he clarified his views of 
church organisation, developed a Reformed liturgy and 
established a vigorous church discipline. With things back in 
Geneva deteriorating he was persuaded to return to the city 
he left and did so in September 1541. He came back with the 
determination to create in Geneva his vision of a Reformed 
Church in a Reformed city. As a condition of resuming the 
work of Geneva he insisted that the authorities agreed to 
his programme for reform. The Ecclesiastical Ordinances 
were adopted: ‘On my return from Strasbourg I made the 
Catechism in haste, for I would never have accepted the 
ministry unless they had sworn to these two points; namely 
to uphold the Catechism and the discipline’. 
It was then that Calvin produced the Genevan Catechism. 
Its primary object was to recover the catechetical teaching of 
the ancient Catholic Church. He adapted and enlarged the 
earlier work of 1537, regrouping the material and arranging 
it in questions and answers. Catechism of the Church at 
Geneva, A Formulary for the Instruction of Children in 
Christianity, in which the Minister interrogates and the Child 
Responds was published in French in late 1541 or early 
1542. It reached nothing like the classic stature of either 
Luther’s Short Catechism or the Heidelberg Catechism. With 
its 373 questions, The Genevan Catechism is far too long to 
be memorised by the ordinary child. It misses the brevity 
of Luther’s catechism. However the Catechism played a 
very considerable part in the diffusion of Calvinism. It 
familiarised the faithful with a number of theological 
questions, and thereby contributed to the religious training 
of several generations of Protestant believers. 

4 Calvin’s view of the Church 
The Reformation as Calvin understood it was not simply 
the reformation of the doctrine of salvation along Scriptural 
lines, important though that was, but also the reformation 
of the church and its relationship to society. Calvin had a 
high view of the church. He does not hesitate to refer to 
the church as the mother of the faithful ‘into whose bosom 

God is pleased to collect his children, not only that by her 
aid and ministry they may be nourished so long as they are 
babes and children, but may also be guided by her maternal 
care until they grow up to manhood, and finally, attain the 
perfection of faith. What God has thus joined, let not man 
put asunder (Mark 10:9); to those to whom He is Father, the 
church must also be mother’. 
Calvin did not believe that there was no possibility of being 
saved outside of the church, but he did believe that ordinarily 
God uses the church as the channel of His grace. The visible 
church is a divine institution. It is a divine sanctuary where 
God’s glory is made known. The church becomes the sphere 
of the covenant of grace. It is the sphere into which a person 
is brought in the covenant of grace and where one continues 
to experience the benefits of that covenant. It is the teaching 
taken up in the Westminster Confession of Faith – ‘the 
house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary 
possibility of salvation’.

5 Calvin on Children in the Church
Calvin, like many Reformers of his day, was intensely 
interested in children and childrearing. He married Idelette, 
a widow with two children. As parents they were to lose at 
least three infants. Of one of them Calvin said: ‘God has 
given me a little boy. God took him away’. ‘The Lord has 
certainly inflicted a severe and bitter wound in the death of 
our infant son. But He Himself is a Father and knows what 
is good for His children’. In Calvin’s view ‘the elect are from 
birth full inheritors in God’s covenant and members in the 
church’. Baptism is the ordinance that initiates them into 
the fellowship of the visible church. It is in family lines that 
God’s covenant runs for He commits Himself not only to us 
but to our offspring (Ex.20:5-6; Ps.105:8-10). 
Infant baptism points to the harmony of creation and 
redemption. Our salvation involves the renewal of the 
whole of life. The family is the basic unit God has given 
us (Gen.1:26-29; 2:18-25). Far from abandoning it, Christ 
came to re-affirm and to redeem it. Children are gifts of 
God. They are His property. He commits them for a time 
to our care. We cannot be said to educate them for God 
unless we believe they are His. Infant baptism testifies that 
God has a claim on the infant, that our little ones belong 

"He came back with the 
determination to create in Geneva 

his vision of a Reformed Church in a 
Reformed city."
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to Him by the pure grace of His covenant. It is all of grace. 
We rely exclusively on His Word. If we did not give our 
children daily bread we would be worse than infidels. How 
much more important is food for the soul of the child, to 
teach them about the greatest of beings, the best of beings. 
Education and instruction was at the forefront of the 
church’s and parents’ responsibility towards children.
It is interesting to read Calvin’s comments on Psalm 8:2: ‘If 
God has appointed children even in infancy the vindicators 
of His glory, there is no absurdity in His making them the 
instruments of showing forth His praise by their tongues 
after they have arrived at the age of seven years and upwards’. 
Calvin taught and practised that before a child was admitted 
to the Lord’s Supper at about age 11 or 12, they underwent 
weekly catechism classes (based on 52 question-and-answer 
format questions on the nature of faith, the Creed, the Law, 
prayer, worship, Word and Sacraments) and learnt to sing the 
Psalms. 7-14-year-olds also had to give a public confession 
of their faith before the congregation. The confession 
followed an oral interview with a pastor and involved a brief 
verbal testimony. The catechism classes were not with a view 
to rote learning of answers but with a view to providing 
young catechumens with a vocabulary for articulating their 
growing faith. 

6 The Case for Catechetical Instruction 
1) Calvin saw it as going back to an ancient practice
In the address to the reader in ‘The Catechism of the Church 
of Geneva’, Calvin says: ‘It has always been a matter which 
the church has held in singular commendation, to see that 
little children should be instructed in Christian doctrine. 
That this might be done, not only were schools opened in 
early times, and people enjoined to teach their families well, 
but it was also a public practice to examine children in the 
churches on articles of faith common to all Christians. That 
this might be carried out in order, a formulary was used 
which was called a Catechism. Thereafter the devil rending 
the church and making it a fearful ruin (the marks of which 
are still visible in most of the world), overthrew this sacred 
polity, and left nothing behind but certain remnants, which 
cannot but beget superstition, without any edification. This 
is “confirmation” as they call it, in which there is nothing 
but mimicry, and has no foundation. What we set before 
you is nothing else than the use of things which from 
ancient times was observed among Christians, and which 
has never been neglected except when the church has been 
wholly corrupted’. 
2) He saw it as the way that the truth is spread
The Council of Trent said ‘the heretics have chiefly made 
use of catechisms to corrupt the mind of Christians’. 
Calvin believed that the foundation of all religion lies in 
knowledge. That is so clear in his Institutes. He would agree 
with Richard Baxter: ‘Ignorance is your disease, knowledge 
must be your cure’. If the Biblical truth was to spread, it 
would have to be presented in a form which ordinary people 
could understand. The Puritan Richard Greenham claimed 
that the catechism teaching built up the Reformed church 
and seriously damaged Roman Catholicism.

3) He saw in catechising a necessary complement to 
preaching
 ‘Whatever others may think, we certainly do not regard our 
office as bound in so narrow limits that when the sermon is 
delivered we may rest as if our task were done. They whose 
blood will be required of us, if lost through our slothfulness, 
are to be cared for much more closely and vigilantly’.
Richard Baxter, whose vision for catechising is expounded 
in The Reformed Pastor, said that he came to the painful 
conclusion that ‘some ignorant persons, who had been so 
long unprofitable hearers, have got more knowledge and 
remorse of conscience in half an hour’s close disclosure, 
than they did from ten years’ public preaching’.
4) He saw it as the way the church is conserved 
He appealed to the King of France: ‘Believe, my Lord, 
that the church of God shall never be conserved without 
catechism, for it is as the seed to be kept that the good 
grain perish not but that it may increase from age to age. 
Wherefore if you desire to build a work of continuance to 
endure long, and which should not shortly fall into decay, 
cause that the children in their young age be instructed in 
a good catechism’. There was in Geneva the co-ordinated 
efforts of family, state and church in rearing children.

7 The Influence of the Genevan Catechism on 
Scotland
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in the 
first year of its existence, provided that while there should 
be two public services on every Lord’s Day, the first service 
should consist of worship and preaching, and the second 
should be given to worship and the catechizing of the 
young and ignorant. The First Book of Discipline in 1560 
enjoins instruction of children and youth ‘especially in 
the Catechism as we have it now translated in the Book 
of Common Order called the Order of Geneva’.... Every 
‘afternoon must the young children be publicly examined 
in their Catechism in the audience of the people, whereof 
the minister must take great diligence as well as cause the 
people understand the questions proponed as answers’, and 
the doctrines contained therein also. 
The Catechism here referred to is the translation of Calvin’s 
Genevan Catechism. It was the French edition of 1541 that 
was translated for use in Scotland – its 373 questions and 
answers being divided up into sections suitable for use 
Sunday by Sunday in the regular instruction of the church. 
Without knowledge of the main topics covered by the 
catechism, no one was to be admitted to the Lord’s table. 
‘Calvin’s Catechism’, says Dr Douglas Kelly, ‘may well be 
considered the greatest single theological influence on the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism. Indeed the famous first 
answer of Westminster, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy him forever”, is taken ultimately from Calvin, 
though probably by way of a Latin adaptation of it by Leo 
Jud’. Richard Baxter said: ‘If the Westminster Assembly had 
done nothing more than produce the Shorter Catechism 
they would be entitled to the everlasting gratitude of the 
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Christian church. .... Next to the Bible, it was probably the 
best book in the world’. 
Archibald Alexander, who founded Princeton Theological 
Seminary, was brought up on the Shorter Catechism. The 
invaluable role of catechetical instruction in a young child’s 
life is beautifully captured in Charles Hodge’s remarks about 
the important influence it had in Alexander’s childhood: 
‘The principles of moral and religious truth contained in 
that sublime symbol, when once embedded in the mind, 
enlarge, sustain and illuminate it for all time. That God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, unchangeable in his being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth is a height of 
knowledge to which Plato never reached ... A series of such 
precise, accurate, luminous propositions, inscribed on the 
understanding of a child, is the richest inheritance which 
can be given to him. They are seeds which need only the 
vivifying influence of the Spirit of life to cause them to 
bring forth the fruits of holiness and glory. Dr Alexander 
experienced this benefit in its full extent’. 

8 Application for Today
1) We need catechetical instruction for historical continuity 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn said: ‘To destroy a people you must 
first sever their roots’. The same can be said of Christianity. 
The roots began to be severed in 19th century Scotland. 
In counselling youth workers, the American evangelist 
D L Moody ‘urged them to have done with colourless 
catechisms and tedious verse learning, and to act on the 
belief that children should trust Christ as a Friend’. It is here 
that the Reformed Church, with its creeds, confessions and 
catechisms and theological tradition, provides people with 
the historical continuity that so many crave today. We must 
be aware that the usefulness of Reformation theology lies 
in its emphasis upon God. The theologies, the catechisms 
and the liturgies which flowed from the Reformers’ pens 
all indicate that there was a piety which was concerned 
above all with God. The emphasis of the Reformers was 
always much more on the identity and action of God than 
upon human experience of Him. The two are, of course, 
inextricably linked, but the accent always falls on the divine 
half of the equation.  
2) We need it for theological literacy 
According to Dr Robert Reymond, ‘a theological illiteracy 
which invites the rise of wholesale heresy pervades the 

church’. One of the characteristics of modern evangelicalism 
is the lack of discernment in professing Christians. Believers 
need to be well-grounded to withstand error. Carl Trueman 
in speaking of the need to make sure that the doctrinal 
preaching of the Gospel passes from the pulpit to the pew 
says: ‘The history of the church is peppered with examples 
of churches which enjoyed powerful, faithful preaching for 
many years and yet which all but collapsed into doctrinal 
apathy and even heresy on the death of their minister. While 
a number of reasons could be given for this, one underlying 
factor has to be the failure of the message to pass effectively 
from the pulpit to the pew’. 
3) We need it for fixing truth in the mind
J Gresham Machen writes: ‘The truth is, there can be no real 
progress unless there is something that is fixed. Archimedes 
said “Give me a place to stand, and I will move the world”. 
Well, Christian doctrine provides that place to stand. Unless 
there be such a place to stand, all progress is an illusion. The 
very idea of progress implies something fixed. There is no 
progress in a kaleidoscope’.
4) We need it for the implementation of covenant theology
There has been a tendency in recent years in Reformed 
Churches in Scotland to undervalue the significance of 
infant baptism and to exalt the Lord’s Supper to a higher 
plane. In the course of a sermon preached in Gilcomston 
Church, Aberdeen on 26 May 1968, and entitled ‘Bringing 
up Children in Faith, not Fear’, the Rev William Still said: 
‘The reason why the doctrine of infant baptism is so much 
maligned in evangelical circles is that it has not been 
believed. It has not been lived out’. Samuel Miller who 
claimed that ‘children are the hope of the church’ said: ‘The 
Primitive Church considered herself as the common mother 
of all baptised children, and exercised a corresponding care 
over them, that they might be trained up as a generation 
to serve the Lord... In too many instances, a superstitious 
regard has been paid to the mere rite of baptism whilst 
the most deplorable neglect of the duties arising from, and 
connected with, that rite has been manifested, not only on 
the part of the parents, but of church officers’. Let us strive to 
be consistent in our covenant beliefs. Our children belong 
to God. We must educate them for Him. Catechisms will 
prove invaluable for us and for them in seeking to articulate 
their growing faith.

The Ephesian Doxology
Rev Bill Scott, Moderator’s Address to the 2009 General Assembly 

‘Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto Him be glory in the church by Jesus Christ throughout all ages, world without end. Amen’ (Eph.3:20-21).

I was confused to read, some years ago, of a former 
Unitarian, now converted and Calvinistic, who still 
maintained that he wasn’t a true Trinitarian. He stated 

that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit meant little to 
him. He felt that he was clinging to Christ, his all in all, at the 

expense of the Father and the Spirit. Hooked on Christ he 
felt himself still a Unitarian, at that stage of his Christian life. 
The Father and Spirit had little, if any, of his true worship 
and praise. I think we would have wanted to come alongside 
this brother and say; ‘Brother, here is a Psalter, it will help 
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you; this Hymn Book that God has given to His own. This 
Book of Psalms will help you understand this great love that 
you rightly have for Christ Jesus, and in its pages you will 
discover that in Christ, you are indeed giving both the Father 
and the Spirit their just praise also’.
If we were able to get alongside him, we would tell him that 
the Lord Jesus Christ gives us a prayer that honours the 
Father, a prayer that draws us close to the Father, a prayer 
that lays before the Father our pleadings in the Name of the 
Son. We are ever humbled by our Lord Jesus Christ and we 
dare to say to our dear brother; ‘You really don’t know much 
of Christ yet, because if you did, if you really clung to Him, 
if you really loved Him above all others, if you were really 
into the Word of God, in which every precept, prophecy, and 
sign speaks of Christ, you would have turned to the prayers 
of Christ, and among them the sample prayer He taught His 
disciples, “Our Father which art in Heaven”’.

You can’t know Christ without knowing the Father
You can’t know much of Christ before you discover the 
sending and giving Father; ‘who so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting life’. ‘God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us’.
You can’t know and love Christ long until you hear Him 
speak of the Father. His ‘meat’ was to do the Father’s will. 
The love that constrained Him was that love He had for His 
Father, the love of the Father that was in Him, and the love 
that He longed would be in His people. ‘Hitherto’, He tells 
them, ‘have ye asked nothing in my name: ask and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full’. If we are asking in the 
name of Jesus, we are asking another. If we are pleading the 
merits of Jesus, we are laying them before another, seeking 
forgiveness and acceptance from another, even the Father.
Can you understand Christians who leave out the name of 
Christ in closing their praying? Why will they leave out the 
privilege and honour that we have in prayer to the Father: ‘I 
am here because of the Son, only because of the Son. Will You 
hear me, because of the Son? Will You accept me because of 
what He has done, the Son You sent into the world, “your 
beloved Son”, “your well-pleasing Son”?’ We cannot be in 
love with Christ long until we are true Trinitarians – Father 
and Son with the Holy Spirit, that other Comforter. Oh we 
cannot know Christ long until we hear Him whisper of that 
other Comforter, in addition to Himself and His Father; this 
other One who ‘will take of the things that belong to Christ 
and show them to us’.  That is comfort indeed.
Our dear brother hadn’t gone far with Christ in that he 
felt he remained a Unitarian. I don’t think he could be a 
Unitarian after all. How could he pray; ‘Abba, Father’, and 
not close his prayer in the name of the Eternal Son of God, 
even the name of Jesus? 
Christ said to his disciples; ‘I am the way, the truth and the 
life’, and adds, ‘no man cometh to the Father, but by me’. He 
comes to a new born child of grace, born of the Holy Spirit 
by the will of the Father; ‘you have come, because I am 
the way, the truth and the life, but you cannot come to the 

Father except you have come to Me, and in coming to Me 
and the Father you have come by the Holy Spirit. He told 
His disciples; ‘if ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also’.
It’s almost, if we may say it reverently, that it perplexed the 
mind of Christ: Why are you asking, show us the Father? If 
you have seen me, if you have known me, you have known 
my Father also and from henceforth you know Him and 
have seen Him.

The Trinity
A visitor came to Scotland, and heard three preachers. One, 
he said, showed him the majesty of God, one the sinfulness 
of his own heart, but one, and it could only have been dear 
sweet Samuel Rutherford, ‘showed me the loveliness of 
Christ’. He was shown the Majestic Father, the Revealing 
Spirit, and the Saving Son. There have to be three for God 
to be complete; there have to be all three before we have the 
full God. 
It was ever the burden of the Son’s heart to bring His own 
to His Father. ‘Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me… O righteous Father … 
I have known thee and these have known that thou hast 
sent me, and I have declared unto them thy name, and will 
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them’ (Jn.17:24-26).
You cannot walk with Christ and not know that He is one 
of the Three Persons in the Godhead. You cannot linger 
long in the presence of the dear Saviour and not hear of His 
Father and His God, our Father and our God. Christ was 
no Unitarian. No one can know Christ and not know the 
Father. Christ expressed His will that those given Him by the 
Father would be in the Father, would know the Father’s love 
as Christ knows it, and be with the Father in Him to see and 
to enjoy His glory.
In addition, He prayed; ‘and I will pray the Father and he 
shall give you another Comforter that he may abide with you 
forever, even the Spirit of Truth’.
No one who knows the Psalms can be a Unitarian. No one 
who knows Christ can remain a Unitarian. The Psalms speak 
so eloquently of the Son, as well as of the Father and of the 
Holy Spirit. Knowing Christ we know the Father and learn of 
the Holy Spirit, God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. ‘Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’. Christ is 
a Trinitarian and so was Paul. 
‘May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all’.
Paul committed himself and all of Christ’s loved ones to the 
Father in Christ Jesus in the Spirit. And now after that prayer 
in Ephesians 3, (and who do we ever hear pray in these 
words of Paul; not a long prayer – a short prayer, a pointed 
prayer), and after that prayer he says: ‘Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen’. 
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Salvation in Christ Jesus, by the Spirit, is salvation from the 
Father, and is salvation to bring us to the Father in glory. 
Paul is lifting up praise to God, praise to Him ‘from whom 
all blessings flow’ in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

A special  people
Oh, they may often be despised in the world, they are often 
turned away from by the world, and the world may, and 
does, make them to suffer most dreadfully for their love for 
Christ. God’s people matter. The world does not agree but 
those who are the apple of God’s eye matter to Him. Paul 
shows that in the first three chapters of this letter. He shows 
how God enters into our lack of security, our not knowing 
who and what we are. We are shown God by His Spirit 
working Christ into our very souls, saving us from sin.
We are nothing but God works Christ into our lives and 
living, showing us by His Spirit that we matter so much, that 
we begin to discover just a little of the great riches that have 
been treasured up for us in Christ Jesus (see Eph.1).
The Father chooses us in Christ the Son, revealing to us 
heaven and its glory through the life, death and resurrection 
of the Son. He has given His blood on the cross; His blood 
that hides us from the just and holy anger of God at our 
sin.
Many years ago, newly married, we were walking in 
Edinburgh, and met an elderly man asking for food. We 
took him to a snack bar, and watched him devour soup 
and rolls before he asked for more. We thought him a poor 
man, a poor creature. He spent the daylight hours walking 
the gutters gathering discarded ends of cigarettes. Later we 
discovered that he belonged to an exceptionally rich family, 
but that he lived outside the family’s wealth, and despite free 
access to those riches he lived in poverty.
You know what I am saying? You understand this story? 
Then apply it to yourself, ministers, elders and friends, 
all with free access to those riches, treasured up for God’s 

people in Christ Jesus. The child of grace matters so much. 
Do you know that? If so, then you will have begun to 
discover something of the vast resources that God has put 
to your personal account in Heaven’s treasury.

God answers prayer
In the time of trouble you may draw near and find that God 
is a very present help. You will find strength in temptation. 
You will draw down understanding in your helplessness and 
hopelessness, wondering where to turn. All you require you 
will find in tasting that the Lord is good and you will join 
in doxology.
Paul asked for the impossible in his prayer. He admits it 
is impossible. He prayed for the ‘love of God that passeth 
knowledge’. 
You can’t know what goes beyond knowing. So the world 
asserts, but in Christ we discover the love of God that passes 
all human knowledge when it is made known to us by the 
gracious Spirit of God, the love of God in Christ that passes 
all knowledge. Paul knew the love of God so great and so 
vast that it cannot be contained in all human knowledge put 
together. Human wisdom cannot express the love of God. 
We have no words that can adequately bring before us and 
give us the understanding of the length, depth, breadth and 
height of the love of God treasured up in Christ.
Matthew Parris writes in the Times. Born in Africa, he grew 
up there and recently paid a return visit after many years. 
A confirmed atheist, he wrote that what Africa needs is 
not money and aid. ‘What Africa needs is the transforming 
power of Christ in the Gospel of God’s revealed love’.  That 
is what the world needs to hear and to know; the ‘love that 
goes beyond knowledge, the love of God’.
It’s when we become parents that we realise just what Mum 
and Dad gave to supply our needs. Now as parents we are 
tried beyond our human resources to supply our children’s 
needs – material things, money, emotional support. Yes, 

"He was shown the 
Majestic Father, the 
Revealing Spirit, and 

the Saving Son. There 
have to be three for 
God to be complete; 
there have to be all 

three before we have 
the full God."
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and then truth and justice, love and forgiveness. Yes, oh yes! 
and then the most difficult of all – the godly example, the 
consistent godly example. And where are we to receive all 
that we require? What parenting classes can the world give 
us that will enable us to give to our children love way beyond 
loving?
That parenting manual is here before us, the Word of God, 
and in Christ we learn that God has laid up for us such riches 
as we require to live before our children. 

God is able
Paul states plainly, ‘God is able’. Cling to these words, savour 
these words. I know a couple many years married. At first 
they had money only for her ring. What would they have put 
inside her ring? Their initials and the date? No, they put the 
date and three words; ‘He is able’, and in times of difficulty 
and pressure he would see on her finger their one wedding 
ring, and he would know that he wasn’t able as a husband, 
or a father; he wasn’t able to be what he should be, but when 
he saw her touch their wedding ring, he knew ‘God is able’. 
She remembered in her failure as a wife and mother that ‘He 
is able’.
‘God is able’, says Paul. Hold these words precious, prove 
them in whatever trial you find yourself in. The grieving 
parent may beat his or her breast; ‘I should have been able, 
able to protect my child, to save them, keep them safe, but I 
wasn’t able. I wasn’t wise enough, strong enough. I just wasn’t 
up to it’. But thank God, He is, for Paul tells us; ‘God is able 
to do’.
There is another very human cry – ‘No one can do anything’. 
‘They tried their best at school, even in the law courts, in the 
hospital, the emergency room, but they can’t do anything’. 
And then the cry that rends the heart: ‘They tried but it’s not 
enough!’ So much more needs to be done.
‘God is able to do’. The hurts may be too deep, the illness 
too severe, the crying too serious, the example too poor, the 
exam marks too low, nothing good enough. No one can do 
anything at all, but God is able to do, not just able, but able 
to do; able to subdue all things to Himself, able to succour 
those who are tempted, able to save to the uttermost all that 
come to God in Christ. God is able and God is able to do.
God has all that is required within Himself, to do. God has 
no need to turn to the experts, He doesn’t have to plead 
the help of teachers, or ask a policeman to give a word to 
His son. God doesn’t need to turn to doctors, surgeons, 
scientists, philosophers and law-makers. God has all that is 
required within Himself. He is totally self-sufficient. ‘He is 
able to do and able to do more than we can ask or think’.

Don’t trust in your own ability
How foolish we are leaning on our own understanding, 
trusting our own strength, ability, and resources when all 
we do is fail. We cannot, for we are not able to, but God is. 
We worship Him who is able and able to do. We praise God 
for needing no one. ‘God is able to do more than we ask, 
more than would ever be brought to the combined prayer 
meetings of the church on earth down through the ages’. If 
all the pleading could be gathered together, God is able to 
do more, able to do more than we can ask. We give God the 

glory. ‘Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss’, and we 
need reminding of that. So often we ask, and even think we 
ask with faith, and we berate ourselves and we berate God 
that God doesn’t answer. You need to go back to the Bible if 
you believe God does not answer. He has given us a whole 
Bible of answers. He demands many things of us before He 
will show us the answer. ‘My son, give me thine heart’. Before 
anyone and anything in this world, give me your heart. 
Before your dearest and sweetest, you are to love the Lord 
your God with all that you are.
Paul prayed with a clean heart, a purged conscience, in the 
Spirit, and in the name and for the sake of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the Father. Paul shows us that our asking our Father 
falls so short, but even if we were to ask and ask, even if our 
asking could expand and grow, even if it could fill heaven, 
the throne room, we can’t over-ask God. God will never be 
stumped. God will never be perplexed. God will never be 
unable to answer our asking. He is able to do more than we 
can ask, more than we can think.
The disciples would never have come to Christ with the 
words: ‘Master, there are five thousand folks here. While you 
have preached, we’ve been getting worried. If you send them 
away now, many of them will not make it home for hunger. 
They have been hanging on your every word. They need 
food’. The disciples didn’t even think to ask Him to feed the 
five thousand with the five loaves and the two fish. ‘Feed 
them Lord, we have no more’. It was beyond their asking; 
beyond their thinking. What could they do? Nothing! What 
were they prepared to do? Nothing!

Above what we can think
Have you ever let your thinking go beyond thinking? ‘If only 
God would... then how deep we would go into the Word. If 
only God would bless our praying, our giving, our families. If 
only God would fill us with love for Christ and compassion 
for the lost. If only God would... buildings would be no 
problem. If only God would be known to be with us, then 
broken and humbled we would pray beyond our asking and 
sinners would be brought to Christ. ‘Ah Lord, what would 
not be done?’ Our asking, our thinking will never go ahead of 
God’s ability. He is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond, 
way up and beyond, all that we can ask or think.
Paul learned from his experience of God. We send in 
missionaries to a place where there is no Gospel, and we 
think, ‘Yes, we’ll support them for 5 years, 7 years, 10 years 
– until the work is established’. Paul saw whole congregations 
established in a matter of days. The Gospel was preached. Men 
and women, young and old, were converted. They turned to 
Christ, idols were burned. In a matter of weeks elders were 
taught and appointed. Paul left to begin again. Neither our 
asking, our much asking, our overflowing asking, our wildest 
thinking can find God to be lacking in resources and answers. 
Yet, what are we doing with the five loaves and two fish that 
have already been entrusted to us? What am I doing? What 
are we doing with what God has given us ‘according to the 
power that worketh in us’?
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Able to raise the dead
God in His holiness has set the law of death. ‘The soul that 
sinneth it shall die’. ‘Death passed upon all men for that all 
have sinned’. God is holy and just in setting up the law of 
death. I marvel. I marvel that God is able to raise the dead. 
Christ could say to the four-day-dead Lazarus; ‘Come forth’. 
I marvel that the life, death, and resurrection of Christ could 
set aside that law of death, that law of righteous judgment, 
when he tasted death for all; I marvel that God is just and 
can set aside the law of death in raising whom He will to 
life everlasting in Christ Jesus. I marvel, but I go beyond 
marvelling when I discover that Christ Jesus when He was 
dead and truly dead could take back His life to Him again!
Oh the power of God expressed in the resurrection of His Son; 
the marvellous miracle power of God, able to do because He 
does all things in line with His own holy and powerful will; 
a power beyond any power the world will ever understand. 
Aye, dearly beloved, the power working in you!
God’s power is not cold. It’s not heartless. It’s not impersonal 
power to hurt viciously. It’s not a power that delights in 
hurting and spoiling, in perplexing and destroying. It’s not 
impersonal and uncaring. It is the power of God at work 
within His people, the apple of His eye. He calls them from 
death to life, from darkness to light. ‘You hath He quickened’. 
You hath He made alive who were dead in trespasses and 
sins. ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins’. He 
has quickened us. He has made us alive in Christ. ‘By grace 
ye are saved’, ‘and He hath raised us up together and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus’.

His word created the world
It is the power that by a word God spoke and the world 
was; the power of creating life in what was dead; the power 
of God working in His children the likeness of Christ. It 
is the power of mercy that forgives, of love that renews, of 
goodness that works and transforms, that shapes and brings 
His people up to be like Christ, ‘according to the power that 
worketh in us’. How easily we skip over the words of God to 
us in our Bibles.
God answers prayer. He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us. And we have to learn to move men by prayer 
alone. Sometimes all that a wife can do is to pray for her 
husband because he’s got into a mindset that is fixed and he 
won’t listen to anyone. All she can do is pray for him and ask 
God to work in his heart and life in bringing him to Christ, 
or bringing him back to Christ, transforming him, changing 
him. Likewise, at times, that is all he can do for her. This is all 
we must do for each other until Christ be formed in us.
We thank God for the power of His goodness. We praise 
Him for His good power working in us. It’s the power of the 
grace of His Son, giving us strength in weakness. In whatever 
areas of your life you are weak, pray, ask, think, and He will 
work in these areas giving grace to cast out doubts, granting 
strength to control a vicious temper, a ready tongue, giving 
strength to bear the burdens of decision-making alone, 
working in us to change us. Ask and God will give and work 

Christ in us. ‘Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus’. To the One who is able to do, be glory in the hearts of 
His people in the doing, speaking, in the gathering together, 
in the helping, in the suggesting, in the supporting. ‘Unto 
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus’.

God’s power is seen in the church
God’s power is best seen in the church. It is best expressed in 
the church for that is where His wisdom, His mercy, His love, 
His grace and His power are best seen and best appreciated. 
As the church comes together, as the church reaches out to 
the lost and needy, the ransomed and redeemed of the Lord 
will tell of the power of God to save and to keep in Christ 
Jesus. It’s in Christ, controlling in love His own church; each 
and every member from the least and most insignificant 
struggling member of His body; He is holding and holding 
them together. He is strengthening them in their weakness, 
He is preparing them for holiness in heaven. In Jesus Christ 
the church gives its Head His place above all. It’s because of 
Christ, in Christ, only by Christ, that the church knows the 
wondrous working power of God. ‘Unto Him be glory’.
It’s true that God makes the wrath of foolish men to praise 
him, but surely He is much more pleased with the glory given 
to Him as His own power is working in His people; in their 
praying, in their asking, in their much asking, and in their 
receiving when they gather and speak of God, of what God is 
doing in them and through them; as they come together and 
tell of the increasing calmness and patience they are finding 
at home, because of God working in their hearts and lives. 
Glory unto Him through all generations to the world’s end. 
Glory to the last generation!
We don’t know when Christ is coming. Only the Father 
knows, even if poor deluded souls are convinced otherwise. 
Christ will come and in the final generation, in the final 
preaching of the Gospel of God, there will be the final 
ingathering. Glory be to Him through all generations, to this 
final generation, to the world’s end, when the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead in Christ shall arise beyond time, way 
beyond time into eternity giving thanks, giving the doxology 
to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing His praise, 
than when we first begun.

So let it be, world without end. Amen. The saintly Rutherford 
longed to see even one soul from Anwoth there in glory; 
then heaven would be two heavens. It’s what every preacher 
of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ wants – to see you all 
there in Heaven. An earthen vessel is nothing to look at, no 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, just a love for Jesus, and a 
love for the souls of men and women, boys and girls, and we 
long with pain to see all of you wrapped up in the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
Not for us, not for us, but ‘unto Him be glory’– all the glory 
– ‘in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen’.
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Travel and Hospitality

This was my first visit to Zambia and to our mission at 
Covenant College. I spent the first night (Thursday) 
in Lusaka with Don and Christine Macdonald, who 

made me most welcome. On Friday I travelled by bus to 
Petauke. Although I got on the bus at 9am, it didn’t leave till 
10.30 and I arrived at 4.20pm. A long, hot but interesting 
journey!

Farm Work
Having been met by Cees Molenaar, I was shown to a 
comfortable house recently vacated by the Zwemstra family 
who have now completed their own home. Lunch and dinner 
were provided each day between the missionary families, and 
by Nelson Banda with the students. On Saturday morning I 
was given an extensive tour of the farm work. Phil Bailey 
has clearly done a massive amount of work, with the farm 
committed to providing food for the students during term-
time. The productivity of the farm is in marked contrast 
with typical fields. It was quite heartbreaking to speak to one 
older man of about 60, who had farmed his entire life, on 
a dry sloped field. At the bottom of the hill was a seasonal 
stream. The gentleman did not know that the soil just yards 
away was much more fertile and that if it was barrowed to 

his own fields his harvest would be vastly increased. The 
college farm produces a crop up to eight times what most 
might expect. However their current aim is to seek out 
ways to remove the dependency on fertilizer. Prices for 
fertilizer rocketed last year putting it beyond the reach of 
most. Consequently the farm has about ten different trials 
underway. In each trial they have operated a quarter acre 
without commercial fertilizer, and brought in such varied 
substitutes as cow dung, pig manure, chicken manure, urea 
and even termite mound soil. All of the above are readily 
available for very little or no money at all, even in the most 
remote rural areas. In each case the trials show that good 
harvests can be achieved even without costly fertilizer. 
The biggest challenge for the farming side (Farming God’s 
Way) is achieving consistent uptake amongst the local 
people. Even many students, who have worked on, and 
witnessed the success of the farm often return to traditional 
methods, and a dependency on state hand-outs when their 
crops run out.
Maize is of course the main crop, but also soya beans, 
sunflower seeds, ground nuts (peanuts), velvet peas, 
pumpkins/pumpkin leaves and even coffee beans are grown. 
I sampled some Covenant College Coffee whilst there: a 

Covenant College Zambia 
Trust

Rev Greg MacDonald

   2009 2009  2008
   May Total       Total to May
    
Presbytery of Inverness    
Aberdeen   800 5,532  4,549
Duthil-Dores  1,350 8,665  8,233
Inverness   2,000 10,000  10,000
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 7,356  6,977
Total Inverness  5,450 31,552  29,760
    
Northern Presbytery    
Assynt & Scourie  0 325  2,028
Brora   1,400 7,853  7,401
Kiltearn   1,800 9,000  8,500
Tarbat   0 3,922  2,724
Total Northern  3,200 21,100  20,653
    
Southern Presbytery    
Arran   747 3,317  2,655
Ayr   0 613  2,082
Dumfries   0 0  0
Edinburgh   1,700 13,579  7,576
Glasgow - Partick  2,000 12,000  14,227
Glasgow - Shettleston  600 3,700  2,800
Glasgow - Knightswood 2,680 10,288  9,652
Rothesay   0 73  263
Total  Southern  7,727 43,570  39,255

Outer Hebrides Presbytery    
Cross   1,838 10,092  9,308
Harris - Leverburgh  1,000 5,774  5,734
Harris - Scalpay  1,585 8,366  8,170
Knock & Point  900 4,500  4,864
North Uist   800 4,641  4,739
Stornoway   6,028 26,030  22,899
Total Outer Hebrides  12,151 59,404  55,715
    
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron    
Bracadale   2,000 5,688  5,643
Duirinish (Waternish)  800 2,000  2,000
Glenelg & Arnisdale  0 662  786
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  1,350 7,162  7,043
Lochalsh & Glenshiel  0 4,289  6,030
Poolewe & Aultbea  829 4,851  5,310
Portree   1,200 6,000  8,823
Snizort   1,200 6,233  10,048
Strath   1,500 3,074  1,610
Total Skye & Lochcarron 8,879 39,959  47,295
     
Total From Congregations  37,407 195,586  192,678  

Other Donations   2,580 7,187  5,948

TOTAL   39,987 202,773  198,627
Including Gift Aid   22,121  21,103
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brand name in the making! Overall I was very impressed 
with the work of the farm, and the consistent spiritual nature 
of Phil’s approach.

Local Churches
Perhaps the most difficult area of the work of Covenant 
College Zambia Trust (CCZT) is in its interaction with local 
churches. On the first Sabbath I had the opportunity to go 
with the Zwemstras to a nearby church and hear Heinrich 
preaching in a Reformed Church Zambia (RCZ) pulpit. The 
second Sabbath I was with the Molenaar family at the local 
Baptist church where Nelson Banda (the College cook) is a 
youth worker. I had there my first experience of preaching 
through an interpreter, Erick Shumba, a 3rd year student.
Certainly in both churches the need for Covenant College 
was abundantly clear. Worship is not properly guided 
by Biblical principles. The performance of the choirs is 
extremely elaborate and brings glory to man (or more 
likely, woman). The area where Covenant College has most 
impacted local churches so far is in the improved content 
and application of the sermon.
This is not to discourage the work in any way. In my mind it 
only serves as evidence for the great need for the reformation 
of the pulpits and churches around Covenant College.
During the Trustees’ meeting, an arrangement was made to 
invite past students and church representatives to provide 
feedback on the work of Covenant College. Most of this was 
warm appreciation for the work. One graduate spoke to this 
effect: ‘We have learnt so much from the College. We have 
been given examples of how to preach, examples of good 
theology, examples of pastoral care. This is all good. But 
what we have never had from you, and what you cannot give 
us, is an example of churchmanship…’
Now this might sound like a criticism, but it is a real 
encouragement. Here is a graduate who sees the need for 
a change in the way the church conducts itself. He sees a 
tension between the principles learnt at College and his own 
church as it is. (I do not know to what denomination he 
belonged.) He wants to see how to implement them. It was 
encouraging to see that the College is planting the thoughts 
and seeds of reformation into the minds of its students.

College Lectures
It was my privilege to give a short ten-hour course, spread 
over four days, at Covenant College. My topic was ‘How to 
preach Christ from the Old Testament’. Lectures began with 
four hours on Tuesday (7.30-12), two hours on Wednesday 
(followed by a two hour preaching class), a final four hours 
on Thursday and exam first thing on Friday morning. The 
course introduced the links between the Testaments and 
gave straightforward guidelines for faithfully pointing to the 
Saviour when preaching from the Old Testament books.
The strengthening of the lecturing staff is a great blessing 
to Covenant College. The harmony and commitment of 
Heinrich Zwemstra and Cees Molenaar to the work of the 
College is significant and essential. The students themselves 
react well to the teaching and show a real interest in 
learning. The College is now able to stream the classes into 
Certificate and Diploma standards which benefits all the 

students and allows the lecturers to teach at an appropriate 
level. Remember that for the students, their first language 
is Nyanja. The lecturers’ first language is either Dutch or 
Afrikaans. Lectures are in English. There is a barrier here, 
but again the streaming of classes into two grades will 
overcome the worst of these difficulties.
The students very clearly appreciate their lecturers and their 
teaching. The lecturers have invested significant time in 
getting to know the students. One of the highlights for me 
was on the first Monday visiting with Cees Molenaar the 
home of Moses Thembo, a first year student. We spend most 
of the day with him, while the Principal asked Moses for 
his testimony and to explain his family circumstances, his 
background, his call to the ministry and so on. We also had 
lunch with the family (the famous nshima and relish!) and 
visited the small corner of ground that his father has given 
him as his own field. This relatively in-depth and time-
intensive method of getting to know the students is most 
commendable. The Molenaars have a very good working 
knowledge of basic Nyanja which makes such visits even 
more profitable.
The College students all received a necktie and a Shorter 
Catechism from Scotland which was warmly accepted and 
appreciated. The whole College campus is spacious and 
airy with pleasant buildings and plenty of space for peace 
and quiet. The students also enjoy an unwinding game of 
volleyball most evenings! Your present trustee found himself 
quite rusty in that department. 

Children’s Education Fund (Ministry)
I missed out somewhat on getting to know the work of 
Marjanne Hendriksen simply because the schools she 
supports and helps were on holiday during my visit. I did get 
the chance to observe the Saturday children’s ministry. One 
of the students, Erick Shumba, also helps out on Saturdays, 
and so is getting excellent experience in children’s work. 
Her work with pre-schools is the most successful area to 
date. One matter for prayer is that some of the schools have 
been taken over by the Government, who are commendably 
putting a lot of effort into education. However there is some 
unease that Marjanne’s influence may be curtailed. This is a 
recent development and only time will show the outcome. 

Summary
How we can rejoice 
in the advance of the 
Gospel in all the earth! 
In almost every corner 
of this globe we meet 
with true-hearted 
Christians serving the 
Master. I think that, 
perhaps, my lasting 
impression of the work 
is the almost pastoral bond between the missionaries and 
those with whom they work. There is a clear care for souls, 
not just outward success. This I feel is a hallmark of a true 
Gospel work.

Letter from Zambia



Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men 
shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt 

of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is 
with you.

Zechariah 8:23
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