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Some questions are easily answered and others are 
impossible for some of us even to understand. 
Strangely the most basic and simplest questions can be 

the hardest to answer. Where have we come from? Where 
are we going? Why are we here? Do we belong to anyone 
and are we answerable to anyone? How should we live? Can 
we change the way we live? What is a good life? Where is 
happiness to be found? How would you answer these? Let’s 
look at them:

Where have we come from?
Many people today say we evolved. It seems a simple answer, 
but what is the evidence? We do not see one species evolving 
into another today. It may be shocking to some but there’s 
not one piece of evidence to prove that this evolution took 
place. Millions of fossils in the world’s museums provide 
none of the missing links from one species to another. And 
where did life come from in the beginning? With much 
greater knowledge than in Darwin’s day we know the vast 
complexity of the simplest single cell creature. How could 
that emerge in a sterile inorganic world? Further, where 
did the world itself come from? You say ‘The Big Bang’. But 
what was there to bang, where did that come from and why 
did it bang? We know the universe is slowly dying. It had a 
beginning. In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth (Gen.1:1).

Where are we going?
Pollution and climate change are gradually destroying the 
world. One day the sun will burn out. Every one of us is 
dying. What then? Some think that they are like a candle. 
Once the flame is snuffed out they are gone forever. God 
says, ‘It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment’ (Heb.9:27). Death is not the end. We must all 
appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ. There is a heaven 
and a hell. That is what the Bible says and in our heart of 
hearts we know it is true.

Why are we here?
Some people think it is all a matter of chance and that life 
is meaningless. Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you 
die (1Cor.15:32). But it doesn’t make sense. The human 
conscience tells us death is not the end. God reveals to us 
in the Bible that He created us to glorify and enjoy Him 
forever. We came from Him and we are on our way back to 
Him. This life is a test. If you live serving your Creator you 
will be His child forever.

Do we belong to anyone?
We like to think of ourselves as free. We believe we have free 
will, we can do as we like, no one is going to tell us what 
to do and we will answer to no one. We, by nature, regard 

ourselves as little gods and resent anyone who intrudes and 
violates our ‘human rights’. The Bible says, ‘Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth’ (Eccles.12:1), but we 
forget God and live as if we were going to be here forever. 
But we are not islands. We need one another and we need 
God. Conscience tells us we belong to God and must give 
account to Him for our life here.

How should we live?
People have a natural tendency to live for themselves. We 
are all basically selfish and do what we think will most 
contribute to our own happiness. However we also have a 
voice within that tells us we should live loving lives. God 
has given us His commandments. Essentially they require 
us to love God with all our heart and love others as much 
as we love ourselves. We all fail and if we are honest we will 
admit it.

Can we change the way we live?
Under the convicting of our conscience and seeking the 
approval of our fellows we try to live better lives but soon 
discover that the harder we try the less we achieve it. 
Difficult though it is for the alcoholic to give up his drink 
or the smoker his cigarettes it is harder still for the sinner 
to stop sinning. We are terribly addicted to it and we need a 
power outside ourselves to help us. We must be born again 
by the Spirit of God.

What is a good life?
The Bible tells us there is none good but God. There are 
some impressive people around but when we examine their 
lives intimately we discover that they have flaws. You know 
your own heart and life. Can you honestly say that you are 
without sin? The Bible says that sin will be punished. The 
wages of sin is death (Rom.6:23) and that means hell. Only 
Christ lived a really good life, but amazingly He offers this 
righteousness to us if we will believe in Him. He died on the 
cross to atone for our sins and make peace between God and 
man. A good life is the new life God gives to those who ask.

Where is happiness to be found?
Pleasure can be found in many things – drink, drugs, parties 
and immorality – but it is superficial and does not last. True 
happiness is to be found only in God. When our consciences 
are at peace, when our sins are all forgiven, when we have 
assurance of God’s love for us and are adopted into His family, 
when we have His presence with us filling our hearts with 
joy, peace and love and when He is answering our prayers 
and strengthening us with all might in the inner man, then 
we have real and lasting happiness. ‘The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Rom.6:23). 
Seek and you will find.

Basic Questions
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I grew up in the Scottish Borders. My parents were 
practising RCs and I was an altar-boy. I was therefore 
familiar with parts of the Bible but it meant little to me 

at that time. The message of Scripture – to call upon the Lord 
for salvation in order to escape the wrath to come – was 
never heard. I had a form of religion but there was something 
missing. From an early age I was convinced there was such 
a thing as ‘truth’ although I had no idea where it was to be 
found or even how or where to look for it.

Encounter
In 1974, having just completed an apprenticeship in a local 
engineering company, I applied for a place at Strathclyde 
University. Soon after, I was told about a group of Christian 
students from Strathclyde who were engaged in outreach 
work with the local Church of Scotland and I was advised to 
go along and talk to them. As I walked through the door of 
the church I was greeted by a chap whose strong handshake 
I will never forget. I soon came to recognize that there was 
something different about him. His name was Scott and he 
was the first real Christian I had encountered.
I met up with Scott when I arrived in Glasgow and spoke 
with him on a number of occasions but one in particular 
sticks in my memory. He used language which I found 
difficult to believe came from a mere human being. He 
spoke of Jesus, my need for salvation and of heaven and 
hell, and I remember a tear came to my eye as we ended our 
conversation and I walked away. I somehow knew that what 
he was talking about had substance to it and that there was 
something more to life than just to live for a while then die.
My next encounter with Christians was during the 1980s. 
While at Strathclyde, I was allocated a student to supervise 
throughout his course. One day while I was showing him 
around the workshop he inadvertently mentioned the word 
‘God’. I immediately asked him what he meant by this. His 
response was to invite me to a prayer-meeting the following 

week. I thought inwardly, ‘Oh no, what have I done!’ But I 
went along and someone prayed for me there and that stuck 
with me for a while. Five more Christian students enrolled 
in the department that year. I also had a friend who had 
just been converted.  On another occasion, out of the blue, 
someone came to my home. When he mentioned the gospel 
I sent him packing but suggested he return another day.  He 
did and again he spoke to me of the gospel, prayed and left.

The Turning Point
In 1982, just prior to a very significant birthday, a number 
of strange events occurred on a regular basis every Sunday 
afternoon up to and on the actual day of my birthday. The 
most significant of these took place two Sundays before that 
day. I was sitting working at a desk in my bedroom when I 
decided to stretch and while pushing the front two legs of 
the chair from the floor I looked ahead and suddenly a hand 
appeared before me with a bookcase on the right hand side 
of it. (The bookcase was actually located in another room, 
its size being around 7 feet high). The hand started to push 
the books off the shelves. Immediately I jumped forward to 
stop them but then realized that what I was looking at was 
not material in nature. I therefore just watched and after the 
books had gone, from behind the hand a small black dot 
grew rapidly into a book-size black rectangle. Somehow I 
knew that this was the Bible, then a thought came into my 
head which suggested this was where the ‘truth’ was to be 
found. Everything then disappeared.
On the day of my birthday around mid-afternoon I sensed 
a strange feeling well up inside me and I soon found myself 
down on my knees in tears asking the Lord to come into my 
life and heart and confessing to Him that I had been living 
apart from Him (in sin). After this emotional experience I 
felt a quiet calm for the remainder of the day but it was when 
I awoke on Monday morning, threw the covers aside and 
stepped onto the floor, I realized that I was now no longer 

Saved by Grace, not by Works
John Szulc

"He spoke of Jesus, my need for salvation 
and of Heaven and Hell, and I remember 
a tear came to my eye as we ended our 

conversation and I walked away."
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the same person. However, I had no idea at the time what 
had really happened to me. 
I briefly mentioned that something had happened to me to 
Jonathan, the person who had used the word ‘God’ in the 
workshop. He turned to me from across the street and told 
me that I had been ‘saved’, then left before I could ask any 
questions.
I soon found myself having to put right a number of issues 
from the past. I had intended to buy myself something 
special for that birthday and I never did get it until many 
years later. But what I did get was priceless – the gift of 
salvation. It’s always good to have someone pay the price for 
something for you but this special gift, the greatest of all, is 
beyond the mind’s comprehension. 
After this experience, when I opened a Bible for the first 
time, the words appeared to have flames rising from them. I 
found I could not put it down and read and read every day. 

(I still do). Meaning just exploded from the pages. Now it 
was making sense. The ‘truth’ was unfolding before my very 
eyes.
I went to my first service where the Word of God was read 
and explained. Eric Alexander was the preacher that day. 
As he began to read the Scriptures and expound them, I 
felt myself being inwardly lifted up and decided there and 
then that I was in a place where I intended to remain. It was 
not long after this that I came to realise that I had to learn 
everything anew. 
Asking Jesus to come into your heart and life is the way to 
peace with God! Otherwise the wrath of God rests upon you. 
There is a world of a difference between being religious and 
being a Christian. My life was now changed. 
Jesus said: ‘I am the way, the truth and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me’ (John 14:6).

I suppose at one time or another you have thought about 
this question. What is your answer? 
The Bible says, ‘The fool hath said in his heart there 

is no God’ (Ps.14:1), and until relatively recently British 
society would have largely agreed with this statement. Yet 
today many say there is no God – foolishness. The truth is 
that man has sinned against God and now lives as a rebel. It 
suits us to believe there is no God; that He has not given us 
a Law to live by and that there is no day coming when He 
will judge us according to our works. This allows a man to 
live as he pleases which is precisely what is happening in 21st 
century Britain.

The Big Bang & Evolution
So do you believe there is no God? If so how did this world 
come into existence? Modern science tells us that it came 
from a ‘Big Bang’. A process of evolution then explains the 
development of life. This means that infinite space became 
a tiny microscopic particle that exploded into the vast 
galaxies that are known to exist today. Then life came from 
non-living material, and developed from an enzyme into the 
complex organism we call man!

Cause and Effect
One problem with this view is that every effect in the world 
must have a sufficient cause and when we apply this to the 

universe we must ask who or what caused it? The ‘Big Bang’ 
does not answer this question because it does not go back far 
enough. We might ask, Where did the infinite space come 
from in the first place? To this question there are only two 
answers available to the atheist. 
1  Matter (the material universe) created itself. This would 
be unknown to science and is simply ridiculous, but it is 
one of the fundamental assumptions an atheist may hold. 
Remember to go back to a ‘Big Bang’ is not sufficient.
2  Matter (the material universe) is eternal and so the 
universe had no beginning and can have no end. This is 
contradicted by the second law of thermodynamics which 
tells us that we are always moving from a state of order to 
increasing disorder which demands a starting point and an 
end. Matter cannot be eternal. 

The First Cause
The only reasonable explanation for the existence of the 
universe is an ultimate First Cause – an infinite and eternal 
Being who has life in Himself, and sufficient power to create 
and uphold this ever-changing universe. This is the LORD, 
the only true and living God. ‘Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created’ 
(Rev 4:11).

Is There a God? 
Rev Gavin Beers
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The popular scientific journal Nature recently stated: 
‘Evolution is a scientific fact, and every organisation 
whose research depends on it should explain why’. 

Apparently they feel something must be done to counter the 
rise in belief in creation. But is evolution a scientific fact? Is 
there substantial evidence supporting it? Indeed, is it science 
at all?
The National Academy of Sciences defines science as ‘the 
use of evidence to construct testable explanations and 
predictions of natural phenomena’. Scientists deducing from 
observations and repeatable experiments produce general 
laws and theories which are viewed as objective knowledge 
but can be proved false. In this way many useful scientific 
discoveries have been made. 
However evolution has to do with unobservable and 
unrepeatable past events. No humans were around when the 
world was formed. Observations produce general laws about 
what is happening now and can suggest what happened in 
the past, but they cannot tell us what did happen. To counter 
this, some scientists speak of the ‘Principle of uniformity’ 
– what happens today is basically what happened in the past. 
But this is a huge philosophical assumption; an unprovable 
presupposition. Evolution is based on this unprovable 
presupposition. The same can be said of historical geology. 
Both subjects are not scientific in the proper sense of 
the term and their explanations cannot be likened to the 
theory of gravity. Rather they are just stories based on 
huge assumptions. Biblical creationists readily acknowledge 
that their beliefs regarding origins are based on faith and 
presuppositions. Sadly, evolutionists steadfastly refuse to 
admit this.
Yet, observational science has a place when studying origins. 
It can be used to assess whether the historical inferences 
made by creationists and evolutionists are tenable. When 
this is done Creation is seen to be a much more reliable 
explanation of origins.

The Origin of DNA
Consider DNA with its amazing genetic information. Just 
as software can never be made by computer hardware, so 
this information transcends matter and energy. The laws 
of physics, chemistry and information theory are against 
the appearance of DNA and genetic information without a 
Creator. Indeed Nobel Prize-wining biochemist Christian de 
Duve and information theorist Hubert Yockey (no friends 
of creation) have both recently considered the origin of 
DNA and genetic information and failed to come up with 
a scientific explanation for the origin of life. Yockey says, 

‘It is a naturalistically undecidable question because there 
is no evidence of a naturalistic cause’. Evolutionists are not 
being objective scientists when they demand that we accept 
that amazingly sophisticated DNA arose by chance. No, it is 
blind faith. The evidence overwhelmingly favours Creation, 
not evolution.

Genetic Variations and Mutations 
Contrary to the claims of evolutionary biologists, changes 
caused by genetic variation or mutations cannot explain the 
origin of the bio-diversity seen in the world today. Though 
such variations are observed in creatures, there are no 
positive changes by such a process. Although experiments 
with fruit flies produce mutations such as wings where there 
should be eyes, no one has yet observed new functionality 
occurring in the laboratory. Thus reptiles evolving wings is 
not science but wishful thinking and no such programming 
is latent in the DNA. Often it is claimed that given enough 
time positive changes will appear. Yet as Michael Behe (who 
is not a Creationist) has shown, studies of HIV disprove this. 
HIV ‘mutates at the evolutionary speed limit’ and although 
it has produced some 1020 copies in the past decades, its 
basic genetics have changed very little. ‘Each and every 
possible single point mutation occurs between 10,000 and 
100,000 times per day in an HIV-infected individual’. Yet this 
has produced no new basic machinery or functions. Behe 
concludes, ‘Our experience with HIV gives good reason to 
think that Darwinism doesn’t do that much – even with 
billions of years and all the cells in the world at our disposal’. 
There may be changes within certain limits but these limits 
are narrow. This fits well with the Biblical idea that God 
created various fixed kinds of creatures. According to this, 
the variety of cat types from lions to domestic cats has 
developed from one ‘cat’ kind through mutations and the 
loss of genetic material from the original ‘cats’ which God 
made. This is really the opposite of evolution, but fits the 
observed facts.

Fossils
It is claimed that fossil evidence supports evolution but 
again fossil evidence is based on the stories of geologists, not 
objective science. Fossilisation requires rapid burial indicating 
catastrophe rather than uniformitarianism. Despite millions 
of fossils being discovered, it is noteworthy that the missing 
links between different types of creatures remain missing. 
Moreover, scientists are continually discovering living fossils 
– live animals once presumed extinct which have shown no 
evolutionary development over what is allegedly millions of 
years. For example the fossil fish Coelacanth was thought to 

Evolution - Fact or Myth?
Rev Graeme Craig B.Sc (Hons)
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have lived from around 380 to 80 million years ago when 
it was presumed to have become extinct. However, in 1938 
a live Coelacanth was caught off the coast of Madagascar. 
Significantly, Coelacanths found today are almost identical 
to their allegedly ancient fossil forebears. Similarly, a recently 
discovered fossilised lamprey led the evolutionist Janvier to 
state ‘that Lamprey morphology has been astonishingly 
stable for 360Ma’ (Nature 443). Fossil evidence fits the 
Biblical framework of creation and flood, not evolution.

Conclusion
Today some people reject the Bible, believing that science 
and evolution have proved it wrong. They assume that 
science and faith are incompatible. However, evolution 
is based on presuppositions and beliefs and not objective 

science. Make sure that you are not deceived by the claims 
of false science but rather come to know the One who has 
created you and speaks to you in the Bible.

On the day of your death, do you think you will 
wake up knowing that it is your last day? No matter 
how much we try to extend our lives with regular 

exercise, a nutritious diet, and the best medical care, our 
‘last day’ will still come, and often without warning. How 
many people, minutes before a fatal crash, can even imagine 
what the moments ahead will contain? And of those who 
stare death in the face for a second or two before it comes, 
how many do you suppose have time to turn their thoughts 
to God for salvation? Are they not rather in extreme terror, 
or suffering, frantically seeking a way out of calamity, 
desperately trying to escape destruction?
Tragedy most often strikes unexpectedly, without warning. It 
comes as a shock, abruptly cutting off pleasure and comfort, 
and shatters the normal course of life. ‘As the fishes that are 
taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the 
snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when 
it falleth suddenly upon them’ (Ecclesiastes 9:12). Tragedy 
‘cometh suddenly at an instant’ (Isaiah 30:13).
God in His mercy has not left us without warning concerning 
our eternal destiny, and pleads for sinners to repent. ‘Turn 
you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto 
you, I will make known my words unto you’ (Proverbs 1:23). 
‘Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts’ 
(Hebrews 4:7).
You only live today. The past is gone, and the future is 
unknown, making the present the only time you are sure to 
have. If you are ever to turn to God from your sin it will not 
be tomorrow, for tomorrow never comes. Now is the only 
time you have! ‘Now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation’(2 Corinthians 6:2). ‘Boast not thyself of 

tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth’ 
(Proverbs 27:1).
Do you imagine that one day you will wake up and say, 
‘Today is the day I die. I will now get right with God’? No, 
you wake up each day going about your normal affairs, never 
considering the end of life. It is a dangerous thing to put off 
the question of your responsibility for your sins. There is ‘a 
time to be born, and a time to die’ (Ecclesiastes 3:2). ‘It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many’ (Hebrews 
9:27,28). You will stand before God!
God has patiently given you time, but He is calling you to 
repentance now. Will you put Him off? There is a time when 
it will be too late, for God has said, ‘My Spirit shall not always 
strive with man’ (Genesis 6:3). ‘Once the Master of the house 
... hath shut ... the door, and ye begin to stand without, and 
to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and 
He shall answer and say unto you, I know you not’ (Luke 
13:25).
Dear reader, this may be the last day that you have to accept 
God’s free, loving offer of forgiveness and salvation. Repent 
of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ who died for siiners 
and is risen again. Trust Him to save your soul. Do it now, 
before it is too late! ‘For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God’ (John 3:16-18).

Is This Your Last Day?
Ron Melick (MWTB.org)

Coelacanth
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I was brought up in a traditional and loving Free Church 
family; my father is an elder in Leith Free Church 
and has been a Christian for over 50 years, as has my 

mother. My grandfather was the Free Church minister in 
Shawbost, in the Isle of Lewis, for 30 years, so I am steeped 
in Free Church tradition. As a child I enjoyed Sunday 
schools, youth fellowships and church camps. I learned my 
Scriptures, Psalms and Catechism without complaint under 
the watchful and caring eye of many godly Sunday school 
teachers, winning ‘Welfare of Youth’ prizes for biblical 
knowledge and even ‘Proficiency in Psalmody’. Looking back 
now, I realise what a huge, huge, privilege it was to have my 
formative years so influenced by the gospel message of the 
saving love of Jesus Christ. 

Self Delusion
Despite this environment, and much to my shame, I turned 
my back on my Saviour for 43 years deluding myself that I did 
not need Him in my life. I thought that I had all the answers 
to life’s problems and difficulties, believed that I had ultimate 
control over my own destiny and was completely enslaved by 
pride being totally 
absorbed in my 
own sense of self-
importance. Every 
morning I wake, I 
now give thanks to 
God that His love and 
patience was such 
that He remained 
ever faithful to me despite my rejection of Him. 
I have served 25 years as a police officer in and around 
Edinburgh and have been in many high risk situations 
where my life has been in danger. I have done many things 
of which I am not proud and before my conversion I used to 
regularly give myself a giant ‘pat on the back’ for managing 
to get myself out of all these ‘close shaves’. I now know of 
course that I have got to this stage of my life only by the 
Grace of Almighty God. I came to a saving knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in August 2006 and can now see how His 
mighty hand has kept me from harm and been shaping and 
moulding every aspect of my life.
I left the influence of my Christian home in 1985 and for 
the next 20 years lived a very worldly life never really giving 
any serious thought to my eternal destiny except when 
an over indulgence in alcohol made me a belligerent and 
arrogant ‘instant expert’ in all things scriptural. In October 
2005 during a training course at the Scottish Police College, 
I met a Christian police officer with whom I had several 

conversations regarding Jesus, most of which took place in 
the College bar while he sipped orange juice and myself and 
other course colleagues over indulged. At the conclusion of 
the course he took me aside for a moment and quietly said 
to me: ‘It is a wise man who gives up that which he can never 
keep, for that which he can never lose’. 
Due to my Christian upbringing I immediately knew what 
message he was trying to convey to me and these words 
stayed with me for many months. I now realise that this was 
the Lord working in me, beginning the process of calling me 
to be one of His own people. It has also vividly demonstrated 
to me the importance of obeying the command of Jesus 
to witness for Him at every opportunity, planting the seed 
of the Gospel message in as many people as we come into 
contact with, trusting and believing that He will bring those 
seeds to a full and fruitful harvest.

Funeral
In May 2006 I attended the funeral of a close family friend 
in Lewis (John Maclean) who had been a faithful and devout 
servant of the Lord for over 50 years. Rather than grief and 

sadness pervading, 
I was struck by the 
feeling of strength, 
comfort and peace 
during the church 
services. I began to 
wonder why I was 
not experiencing the 
same peace in my 

own life even when things were apparently going so well!!! 
The minister, the Rev David Murray, quoted from 2Samuel 
3:38, ‘Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel?’ When I got home, I looked up that 
passage in the Bible to gain some context and just kept on 
flicking through the pages. Every now and again over the 
next few weeks I picked up the Bible and read bits and pieces 
from it, reading the words but never fully understanding 
their meaning or significance. I battled for several months 
against the main weapon that the Devil uses to bombard 
those who are searching for the Lord: ‘Think of all the 
things you will have to give up to become a Christian! Your 
friends, drinking, bars and clubs, rugby tours, fishing trips, 
inappropriate movies and reading material, all the things 
that are so pleasurable to you!’ I kept picking up and reading 
my Bible though, until one night I read the story of Samuel 
in 1Samuel 3. Verse 7 says: ‘Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto 
him’ and I felt for the first time the overwhelming personal 

Policeman's Testimony
Murdo MacIver

"It is a wise man who gives up that 
which he can never keep, for that 

which he can never lose."
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experience of those words speaking directly to me. In verse 
10 it says, ‘And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at 
other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; 
for thy servant heareth’. These words also leapt off the page 
and the Lord allowed them to touch my heart. Over the next 
few weeks I could not get them out of my head.

Church
The Lord drew me to attend Leith Free Church and as soon 
as I fell under the sound of the Gospel message I could feel 
the word entering my heart and my eyes being opened to 
the truth of the Scriptures. I started reading my Bible even 
more and started to pray as best as I could. One Sunday the 
minister, the Rev Colin MacLeod, preached a sermon during 
which I felt as if I was the only person sitting in the church, 
as if he were speaking directly to me and no-one else. It 
was a most moving and life changing experience and all the 
Lord’s work. I felt an irresistible power at work within me. 
That very night, overwhelmed by a sense of my sinfulness 
and total unworthiness, I got down on my knees by my bed 
and quietly said to the Lord, ‘Speak; for thy servant heareth’. 

I had no real idea how to pray so I just poured out my heart 
to the Lord. There was no blinding light from the sky, no 
trumpets, no angels, no visitations. I just humbly obeyed the 
word of the Lord to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and I 
would be saved. I confessed my sins before Him, begged His 
forgiveness and asked Him to come into my life and change 
me. I am pleased to report that He is the great Hearer and 
Answerer of prayer and that He has indeed claimed me for 
His own. Now my reply to Satan, in the strength given to me 
in Christ Jesus is, ‘Think of all the things I would have to give 
up if I was not a Christian!’
In the early stages of trying to walk a Christian path, I was 
racked with doubt and the Devil himself tried everything he 
could to pull me back to my old life and the world. Again 
and again I kept going back to the Bible for help and felt the 
Lord speaking to me, reassuring me and keeping me on the 
path to salvation which is only through the Lord Jesus. He 
led me to Isaiah 41:13 which is now a passage of Scripture 
that I pray and repeat every day. It was, and is, the passage 
which gives me the greatest encouragement to continue 
walking in the light by His grace, ‘For I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 
thee’. How can I ever grasp, that Almighty God, the Creator 

of the heaven and earth, the One who rules and overrules in 
all things, has promised to constantly hold the right hand of 
a sinner such as me?
I took great comfort from these passages and know now 
with all my heart that Christ died for my sins, in order that I 
can have a right relationship with God. Every answer I have 
to every question in life is contained within the Scriptures 
and when I read the Word I feel the Lord speaking to me 
through it. 

Trust Him
My experience can be summed up in Hebrews 11:6, ‘for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is ... a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him’. He most certainly has 
rewarded me. I realised that it is not about other people, it is 
about me as an individual and my personal relationship with 
my Saviour and Lord. You must trust everyone and everything 
else in your life to Him. No matter what difficulties you may 
experience in personal relationships with parents, siblings, 
spouses, or friends as a result of coming to put your faith 
in Jesus, my experience is that He will never, never fail you. 

Even when the going gets tough, when the dark storm clouds 
gather and you are buffeted from pillar to post until you 
feel you may not be able to cope any more, He will always 
remain faithful and provide you with the strength needed to 
continue on in your Christian walk. I truly love being one 
of the Lord’s people and enjoy the fellowship with all my 
brothers and sisters in the church, labouring in whatever way 
we can to further the Lord’s earthly kingdom.
Whether you are reading this testimony as a young person 
who is being brought up in a Christian family but who has 
still to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ or, if you 
are someone who is rejecting, as I did, the Gospel message 
you hear in church week in and week out or, if you have 
just happened upon this testimony by apparent chance, 
then I would urge you with all my heart to give yourself 
over this very minute to the Lord Jesus Christ, the only 
One who is ready, able and willing to forgive you all your 
sins, who promises to watch over, strengthen and guide you 
throughout your life and who will personally prepare a place 
in glory for you when your earthly race is run.

May all the praise, honour and glory be to His great and 
sovereign Name.

Has the seed of the Gospel been 
sown in your life? 

Is it bearing a harvest?
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Empty Lives
Rev Greg MacDonald

Is life worth living?  – Your life? Which lifestyle will 
satisfy you?
I want to set before you the wastefulness and emptiness 

of different lifestyles – lifestyles that ignore God. Look at 
what the Bible says in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee 
with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, 
this also is vanity. I said of laughter, It is mad: and 
of mirth, What doeth it?
1  A Life of Laughter and Pleasure (v 1-2)
Some people live life in the pursuit of happiness and laughter. 
They set themselves to enjoy themselves as much as possible. 
This is called Hedonism. It is a life devoted to pleasure.
This kind of life is usually associated with young people. 
They go out at the weekend ‘to enjoy themselves’. Young 
people are more likely to be heard laughing and making light 
of life. They are more inclined to mirth.
But older people can also live their lives with this one aim – 
to make themselves happy. Maybe they pursue it in different 
ways but it is the same lifestyle. The author of Ecclesiastes 
has been there before you. He has already found out how 
empty and unsatisfying a life it is. Why?
Because it is a self-centred lifestyle. Your whole life revolves 
around making yourself happy.
The author here shows the stupidity of this lifestyle with two 
points:
He says laughter is mad. It is mad to be laughing in a world 
of suffering.
He then asks what does mirth actually achieve? What is its 
worth and value? What is wrong with this lifestyle? This life 
makes happiness the whole end or purpose of life. That is to 
put it in the wrong place. Life is not good because it is happy. 

Yet life will be happy when it is good. Enjoyment of life is a 
benefit of the right lifestyle. It is not the sole aim of living.

I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine.
2  A Life of Escapism and Drunkenness (v3)
Many have long since learned that you cannot be happy for 
long in this life. They are the cynics, the weather-beaten old 
men who have seen it all. They mock the naivety that expects 
lasting happiness. They dismiss the youthful innocence that 
expects life to be great.
They have long since realised that this life is not a happy one. 
So they escape to another. Very often, as captured by our 
text, this escape is fuelled by drink. Of course all other forms 
of escapism are included: TV, drugs, new age meditation, 
hypnosis, online immersion. These are the escapists of our 
day. You find them in every pub, in every nightclub, in every 
yoga class and in behind countless computer or TV screens 
living out their lives as they wish them to be, not as they 
really are.
But there is no satisfaction here either. There is a temporary 
release from the pressures of this life, but it never lasts. And 
this ‘new’ life, the life they escape into, soon becomes just as 
dark, and usually more so, than the life they were trying to 
get away from.
So the drunk man becomes an alcoholic. The person 
experimenting with drugs becomes a user, and then an 
addict. Transcendental meditation becomes a need and 
internet friends become more real than those living in the 
same house.
But escapism cannot tell us what this life is about. It begins 
by admitting defeat! It counts this life so useless and futile 
that it is better to escape into a fiction, than persist with this 
life.
Take great care that your life isn’t drifting into escapism! 
– the telly, the computer, the drink. Escapism is when you 
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have given up on this life already. It is when you are no 
longer even looking for the meaning, for the purpose, for 
the goal of life.
But it only doubles the emptiness of the human soul, by 
adding a pretend life with twice the vacuum of the one you 
have tried to escape. 

I made me great works; 
I builded me houses.
3   Hard Work and
  Graft (v4)
Still other men find their 
greatest satisfaction by 
throwing themselves into 
their work. Often tradesmen 
find this takes over their 
life. They cannot stop. They 
must be doing. They must be 
working. Their life is empty 
unless they are doing.
Perhaps you don’t see any 
great problem here: ‘Could 

do much worse. At least I am not a waster. Not a layabout. 
Not wired to the moon on drugs. If that is how I live, that’s 
fine’.
Fine, until when? 
Fine, until you are too old to work. Fine, until you have an 
accident. And then what is your life? The whole goal and 
aim of your life is gone. Work is denied to you. And because 
you have conditioned yourself to live for your work, you will 
then be living for nothing. What a failed life! What a doom 
on old age! With what dread you must face your later years! 
What a despairing outlook, to think that life is to immerse 
yourself in work!

I made me gardens and 
orchards, and I planted 
trees in them of all kind 
of fruits:
I made me pools of water, 
to water therewith the 
wood that bringeth forth 
trees:
4  Nature and
  Conservation (v5-6)
The lives of thousands today 
revolve around nature. Man 
was commissioned to rule 
over it, but instead many are 
ruled by it. Are you more troubled by the future of animals 
than of men? Are you willing to work for hours into the 
night to fight the extinction of a plant, but you refuse to 
think why you are here, and why your life is worth saving, 
or even living?

How many conservationists tell you exactly why we should 
save the whale, but at the same time think that man is here 
by accident and his life matters nothing! 

I gathered me also silver 
and gold… So I was 
great.
5  Prestige and Wealth 

(v7-10)
Ambitions of social 
climbing and high status 
bloat the lives of millions. 
Self-improvement is very 
acceptable today. Of course 
people should want to better 
themselves. Of course they 
should want better for their 
children than themselves.
But what is social 
advancement worth at the end of the day?
We have pursued after this in our droves. We persuaded our 
children that our life was not good enough for them – that 
they deserved better.
But the tragedy is that so often it was done with more care 
for our bank-balance than our souls. What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
Why have we not heeded that warning of the Saviour?

Conclusion
Each of these lifestyles is empty. It is hollow. Some of you are 
reading this with an empty life. If that is you, don’t go and try 
another of these empty lifestyles. Don’t jump from emptiness 
to more emptiness.
Instead turn to Ecclesiastes 12:13: 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man. 
There is a life that is not empty, not vain and not worthless. 
It involves giving God His place and serving Him.
Through this article and this magazine we are recruiting men 
and women for the service of Jesus Christ. Only when we live 
as His servants is life really worth the living. Try it!

" There is a life that is not 
empty, not vain and not 

worthless. 
It involves giving God His 
place and serving Him."
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A man went to a barbershop to have his hair cut and 
his beard trimmed. As the barber worked they began 
to have a good conversation. They talked about many 

things and various subjects. When they eventually touched 
on the subject of God, the barber said: 
‘I don’t believe that God exists’.
‘Why do you say that?’ asked the customer. 
‘Well, you just have to go out in the street to realise that God 
doesn’t exist. Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many 
sick people? Would there be abandoned children? If God 
existed, there would be neither suffering nor pain. I can’t 
imagine a loving God who would allow all of these things’. 
The customer thought for a moment, but didn’t respond 
because he didn’t want to start an argument. The barber 
finished his job and the customer left the shop. Just after he 

left the barbershop, he saw a man in the street with long, 
stringy, dirty hair and an untrimmed beard. He looked dirty 
and unkempt. The customer turned back and entered the 
barber shop again and he said to the barber: 
‘You know what? Barbers do not exist’. 
‘How can you say that?’ asked the surprised barber. ‘I am 
here, and I am a barber. And I just worked on you!’ 
‘No!’ the customer exclaimed. ‘Barbers don’t exist because if 
they did, there would be no people with dirty long hair and 
untrimmed beards, like that man outside’. 
‘Ah, but barbers DO exist! That’s what happens when people 
do not come to me’. ‘Exactly!’ affirmed the customer. ‘That’s 
the point! God, too, DOES exist! That’s what happens when 
people do not go to Him and don’t look to Him for help. 
That’s why there’s so much pain and suffering in the world’. 

With wars in Afghanistan and Iraq the subject of 
war is on our minds. Many believe that religion 
is the cause of all the wars in the world but is this 

truly the case? 
Many of the wars in history have been religious. The wars 
of the Old Testament and the Crusades of the Medieval 
period were religious. More recently religion precipitated 
the ‘Troubles’ in Ulster and the current global war against 
militant Islam. But may we conclude that if God and religion 
were banished in favour of a secular atheistic world, then all 
would be peace?

The Bloodiest Century in History!
Fredrick Nietzsche wrote in the 19th century, ‘God is dead, 
we have killed him’. He also predicted that as a result the 
20th century would be the bloodiest century in history. 
His prediction proved correct, and it was his writings that 
Adolf Hitler adopted as the blueprint of his infamous Third 
Reich.
Karl Marx was the father of Communism which ‘abolishes 
all religion and all morality’. In the 20th century Marxist 
philosophy was put into practice in countries like the USSR. 
‘The Black Book of Communism’, written in 1997 estimates 

that Communism killed between 85-100 million people 
worldwide in the 20th century. 

Wars & Rumours of Wars
So religion cannot be blamed for all the wars in the world. 
Neither can we imagine that the creation of secular atheistic 
states will bring world peace. So what is the answer? 
The Bible teaches us that war is a result of sin. Sin has made 
us enemies of God (Rom.8:7) and enemies of each other. 
In Genesis 3 sin entered the world and in Genesis 4 Cain 
killed his brother Abel. This was the first murder and the first 
manifestation of war in history. As long as sin is in the world 
we can expect ‘wars and rumours of wars’ (Matt.24:6).  
The Gospel however promises peace. A believing sinner has 
peace with God: ‘Being justified by faith we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Rom.5:1). Christ also 
makes peace between men. So Paul, a Jew, writes of Christ 
to the Gentile Ephesians: ‘For he is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us’ (Eph.2:14). This is the answer to sin 
and war, ‘peace through the blood of his cross’ and all must 
pursue it by faith in Jesus Christ.

Wars, 
Religion & Christianity

Rev Gavin Beers
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I was brought up in the small island of Scalpay, in the 
Western Isles, by Christian parents. I left home to study 
Marine Engineering – you can imagine the difference I 

found in the way of living in the city of Glasgow compared 
to the small island I had left behind. I soon got used to the 
life in the Big City. It drew me in and seemed more fun than 
the prison-like life I left behind. I went drinking to clubs and 
dance halls, having as I thought a good time  – how deluded 
can you be!

Becoming an Alcoholic
After my engineering study was completed, I joined the 
Merchant Navy as a junior engineer officer. At that time 
I could take drink as I thought in moderation, but as I 
was promoted up through the ranks to become Senior 
Engineer Officer, I turned more to drink to ease the burden 
of responsibility that came with the job. It became that I 
depended more on drink until eventually I could not do 
without it. I started to neglect my work and received bad 
reports from my various employers. This meant that I could 
not get work with responsible companies and had no option 
but to go with foreign companies who did not have the same 
safety rules as my previous employers. They were not fussy 
about who they employed, they only needed my certificate 
as Chief Engineer. They didn’t care that I was a heavy 
drinker, and blind drunk a lot of the time. In the end even 
they wouldn’t employ me, and by this time I was a chronic 
alcoholic – drink was my God.

Dried Out
On my return to London I was admitted to the Seaman’s 
hospital in Greenwich to get dried out. While in there I met 
a boy from Stornoway, Kenneth Montgomery; he was also 
getting dried out. We got discharged on the same day so we 
booked into the Anchor House, Sailors’ Home, which had a 
bar. We both decided one drink would do us no harm. But 
one drink was not enough, and we were both back on the 

drink again. As they say about alcoholics, ‘one drink is too 
many, and also not enough’. I believe my friend Kenny died 
in New Zealand some time ago – we had lost touch through 
drink.

Terrible Storm
By this time I could not get a job as I was never sober. I 
was told that there were jobs in Lowestoft on trawlers, so 
I hitched a lift on a lorry from Billingsgate. As I had good 
qualifications I got a job straight away on a trawler. In this 
dangerous job the Lord saved me from harm a number of 
times. On one trip to sea we were in a hurricane, and it 
became so severe that we could not get the net aboard. I still 
remember the Skipper calling us all up on the bridge to tell 
us that we would not make it. Due to fear, I prayed to the 
Lord to help us. The weather abated and we managed to get 
the net back on board and returned to Lowestoft. Instead of 
thanking the Lord for saving us we all got drunk.

Hit By a Car
I was due to go on another job on the trawlers, but while 
ashore I got drunk and was hit by a car. I was in Intensive 
Care for over a week, in fact they thought I would die, and so 
they sent for my parents to come and take my body home. It 
breaks my heart now to think of how my godly father must 
have felt. I am sure that through his prayers for me I survived 
once again. I was released from hospital to recuperate. I did 
feel that God was working on me but I wouldn’t listen.

Gun Running
I got the urge to roam again, and went this time to London 
where I met a lot of sailor friends, and although drink had 
caused me to come close to death, I hadn’t learnt my lesson, 
and I started drinking again. One day in a London dock pub 
one of my friends told me a foreign company was looking for 
a Chief Engineer. I applied for the job and got it. The money 
was great, and I soon found out why – it was for gun running 

From Drink to Christ
Donald MacLeod

"I went drinking to clubs and dance 
halls, having as I thought a good time 

– how deluded can you be!"
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to Angola. I was sworn to secrecy. I didn’t care who the cargo 
killed – the money for drink was more important for me. 
The Captain and I were never sober during the voyage. On 
completion of the job I returned to London where it did not 
take long to drink all the money away.

Shipwrecked
Another time that God saved my life was when I got a job 
in Lagos, Nigeria, teaching skippers how to use hydraulic 
machinery. I had to go to sea with them as they used the 
machinery for fishing. Small boats used to come out with 
black market Johnnie Walker whisky in exchange for the 
fish. For me at that time it was great – what more could 
a chronic alcoholic ask for. On the way back to Lagos the 
vessel hit a rock at full speed. At the time we were all drunk. 
There was panic as the vessel sank within ten minutes. I 
could not swim, but thank God the African natives swam 
like fishes. They got me to a rock where we were stuck until 
we were rescued in the morning. 

Salvation
After this I made my way back to London again where I 
ended up sleeping on the streets drinking anything I could 
find. I was too ashamed to go back home. I remember one 
night sleeping on a park bench when the boots I was wearing 
were stolen – they could have stolen my life, but I know now 
that the Lord was watching over me. So I decided to hitch a 
lift to Grimsby where I had heard that there were jobs going. 
I did not get a job and ended up sleeping rough again. But 

thank God it was His plan to get me to Grimsby where He 
was to come into my life forever. One Sunday morning I was 
roaming the streets of Grimsby and I still remember it was 
wet and cold. I met the Seaman’s Mission man who was going 
to the Salvation Army and he invited me to go with him. As 
the pubs didn’t open on Sunday until noon, I decided to go 
with him to get out of the cold. On going inside I saw how 
happy the people were praising the Lord. I could not go any 
further down, I was at rock bottom. I prayed to the Lord to 
come into my life. I walked out of that hall born again. I had 
lost the yearning for alcohol – the Lord had replaced it with 
a yearning for Him. 

Praise Him
As I look back and thank God for the miracle he has 
performed in my life I remember the times when He saved 
me from harm, and kept me safe until I was converted. 
There was a time in my life when I dreaded the thought of 
coming near to God as I knew I was guilty, and I felt He was 
angry with me. But now I praise the Lord and thank Him 
for His dealings with me until I accepted His salvation. I 
was fortunate to have been brought up in a Christian home, 
and to have many Christians praying for me, especially 
my parents. Their prayers have now been answered. There 
are many people who are like I was, but who have no one 
praying for them. Please pray for these people. I pray that 
this testimony will be a guide and help to someone who is 
struggling with sin at this time.

The Answer for the 
Alcoholic

Margaret MacLeod

I am writing this to the glory of God and in the hope that 
my story may bring some help and encouragement to 
whoever may need it. I am a recovering alcoholic and by 

the grace of God alone I no longer drink alcohol.

Backsliding
I was born into a warm, loving Christian home – my people 
were members of the Plymouth Brethren. In fact my father, 
uncles and grandfathers used to go out preaching. We were 
strictly brought up – no playing on a Sunday etc. In fact I 
laboured under the impression in my young years that you 
only went to Heaven if you were in the Brethren! When I 
was young I asked the Lord Jesus to come into my heart 

and be my Saviour. I was duly baptised and accepted into 
fellowship when I was about twelve. I witnessed at school 
for the Lord and I said I wanted to be a missionary. By the 
age of fifteen I was running around with young people who 
were trying out drinking and smoking to be grown up and I 
joined in. I began to feel guilty when I went to the meetings. 
This was the start of the downward spiral into backsliding. 
It creeps up on you and it is not until you are too far down, 
that you realise what is happening, and then it is very hard 
to go back. I think it is harder for the backslider to turn back 
to God than for the unsaved to become converted. But then 
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nothing is impossible with God, as I and many others like 
me can testify. 

Excommunicated
By the time I was seventeen I was really hooked on cigarettes 
and liked a drink in moderation, although looking back I see 
the warning signs now, but I didn't at the time. I was always 
the one who was getting a quick drink in before closing time, 
and always left the pub feeling I needed another drink. At 
this time I went to train as a nurse and stayed in the nurses’ 
home. I kidded myself that I wanted to help others, but to 
be truthful it was the staying away from home that attracted 
me, because I would have more freedom. At this point I 
stopped going to the meetings completely and I was read out 
of Fellowship (excommunicated).

Marriage and Divorce
When I was eighteen I met and married my ex-husband. 
He was a good bit older than I was and needless to say a 
non-Christian – you can imagine how upset my family 
were at this unequal yoke. Anyway, I was determined to 
marry him and my parents accepted it with good grace. It 
was an unhappy marriage. The only good thing was the 
birth of my two sons; there was violence but we stuck one 
another for fifteen years. He left me when I was in hospital 
with depression. I would have stuck it out because of my 
upbringing. I believed that people should not divorce, but 
the decision was taken out of my hands, which was a blessing 
in disguise. Anyway, prior to leaving me, my ex-husband had 
been working on the oilrigs. I hated being on my own with 
the boys, so to get to sleep at night when the boys were in 
bed, I had a couple of drinks to relax me. When their father 
came off the rig he and I would go out drinking – he could 
control it but I couldn't. It came to a head when one night 
we had been drinking and arguing, and I took an overdose of 
pills. I was rushed to hospital and had my stomach pumped. 
They transferred me to Bellsdyke Hospital and that was the 
end of my marriage. My ex-husband took the boys. I was not 
fit to look after myself never mind two boys who were then 
twelve and fourteen.

Blaming Everything
I discharged myself from hospital where they were treating 
me for depression, and I went home to an empty house and 

tried to get my life together. I started drinking, sometimes 
a bottle of Bacardi a day and lager as well. As you may 
have experienced drink causes depression and I blamed 
depression for my sorry state. In looking back it was really 
the drink. But as you know the addiction of drink is so 
strong that you will blame anything else for your problems. 
At this time I was really far away from the Lord, although 
when my ex-husband had told me he was leaving me the 
thought came into my mind ‘good, I can go back to the Lord 
now’. But I didn't. Satan's weapon, the drink, prevented that. 
My problem was that I was a binge drinker and they are the 
hardest people to convince that they have a problem. You see 
I could sober up for a few days or weeks; sometimes months 
would go by without me drinking. 

Attempted Suicide
Anyway at this time I was drinking and unwell with 
depression – it got so bad that I decided to end it all. I took 
an overdose of anti-depressants and tried to slit the arteries 
in my arms. The Lord was looking after me that night. I can't 
remember a thing about it, but seemingly prior to lapsing 
into unconsciousness I phoned my mother who lived about 
25 miles away. She sensed there was something wrong and 
phoned the police who broke down the door and got me to 
hospital. I was on a heart machine and they didn't think I 
would make it through the night. I remember waking up 
and a male nurse bending over me and saying, ‘you are very 
lucky; somebody up there really likes you’.

My Old Pal
You would think I would live and learn but oh no I still wasn't 
ready to come back to the Lord, I had a lot more drinking to 
do – you can't reason with alcoholics. I had lost my children, 
my home and almost my sanity but I still had my old pal 
the drink. It wasn't to blame for my misfortune, oh no, it 
was other people, ill health and just bad luck, or so I told 
myself. The only person I was kidding was myself. I carried 
on binge drinking and fell into a relationship with a chap I 
met at College, and we moved in together to a croft up near 
Fraserburgh. The only job I could get was working in a fish 
factory. I used to work all week and spend the weekend in the 
pub drunk from Friday to Sunday night. Sometimes I took 
blackouts at work due to the heavy drinking sessions at the 

"I think it is harder for the backslider 
to turn back to God than for the 
unsaved to become converted. 

But then nothing is impossible with 
God, as I and many others like me can 

testify. "
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weekend. I wouldn't admit to a drink problem as I thought I 
was all right because I could stay off it sometimes. 

God Stepped In
It all came to a head one New Year. I had been drinking non-
stop for three weeks and I couldn't get off it, until the Lord 
in His goodness and mercy stepped in and lifted me out of 
the mire. I woke up one morning and staggered through to 
the kitchen – there were empty bottles everywhere. I looked 
around me and suddenly a vision came before my eyes of me 
sitting in the gutter under the bridges in Glasgow drinking 
cheap wine. I stood there with the tears streaming down my 
face and looked upwards and whispered the words ‘Please 
dear Lord help me’. That was the turning point. I phoned 
for help and admitted that I was an alcoholic and I needed 
help. ‘My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth’.

A Wonderful Saviour
I started to read the Bible and I prayed for nearly a year for 
the Lord to help me to come back to Him. I had to persevere 
sometimes as I felt my prayers weren't heard – it was hard 
going, but the Bible says ‘when you seek me with all your 
heart then you will find me’. The Lord provided a council 
house in Fraserburgh for me, and I moved there myself. I 
intended going to the Baptist Church in Fraserburgh, but 
due to my drinking I ended up in hospital in Aberdeen with 
pancreatitis for six weeks. Anyway, the first Sunday I was 
able to, I attended the Baptist Church and the first hymn 
they sang was, ‘A Wonderful Saviour is Jesus My Lord’ and it 
was during this hymn that I was fully restored to fellowship 
with the Lord. At the part where it says, ‘He hideth my soul 
in the cleft of the rock and covers me there with His Love’ 
I could feel the love of God wash over me and cleanse me 
in every part.
The next day I skipped all the way down to the fish factory 
(which I hated) and for the next few weeks I kept singing, 
‘My chains fell off and I was free, 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee’.
My family were delighted – they had given up on me. My 
mum used to say to me ‘you've forgotten the Lord, Margaret, 
but He's not forgotten you’. I was really astonished when I 

got restored to the Lord that I wasn't the only alcoholic, 
as I always thought Christians were good, but we're only 
human with all our frailties and it's only through the Lord 
that we can be strong. Being a recovering alcoholic is not 
easy – temptation is everywhere so we have to keep close to 
our Saviour for His protection against the Evil One who is 
prowling about like a lion looking for prey. But thank God 
the battle has been won by Jesus on the cross.

How I Met Donald
A few months after I was restored to the Lord I was sitting 
in the Baptist Church in Fraserburgh one Sunday morning. 
David Mann from the Seaman’s Mission was taking the 
service. He started to talk about Donald, an alcoholic who 
had been converted and was now helping out round the 
Missions witnessing for the Lord. I couldn’t believe my 
ears. I thought there was no one as bad as me and here was 
David telling me a story which was similar to mine. After 
the service I spoke to David and said, ‘I too am a recovering 
alcoholic. Could I read Donald’s testimony?’ I also asked if 
Donald would mind if I sent my testimony to him as it might 
help some women who are fighting alcohol addiction.
I went home all buoyed up ready to write and send my 
testimony to Donald when Satan started niggling at me. 
The voice would say, ‘you can’t write to someone you 
don’t know’. Then the Lord would bring the thought into 
my mind that the Bible tells us we are to encourage and 
build one another up. This went on for four days until 
the Lord gave me the victory and I sat down and wrote 
my testimony out and sent it to Donald. He replied with a 
nice encouraging letter and that was that. Then about four 
months later Donald suddenly thought about me and felt 
moved to send me a letter. I replied to his letter. He was 
staying in Oban at this time and I was in Fraserburgh. We 
kept writing to one another for about six months, then met 
one another in Perth for the first time. We married the 
following year and moved to stay in Aberdeen in 1989. We 
thank God for bringing us together, as we have been able to 
help and encourage one another.
May the Lord bless these testimonies so that through the 
reading of them someone may be helped to know how great 
is our God.

Donald and Margaret now 
live in Dunfermline, rejoicing 
in God's amazing grace that 
transformed their lives and 

saved their souls.
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My name is Giovanna Fioretti. I live in Porto Torres, 
Sardinia and this is my testimony of how I was 
converted. I come from a Roman Catholic family. 

My parents, like many Catholic people were only nominal 
in their religion. The first time I met Evangelical Christians 
I was eleven years old. They held a mission in Porto Torres 
and set up a tent to evangelise. I went there every day with 
my younger brothers to listen to the message. I do not really 
remember those sermons, but I think that they were very 
important for my future conversion. 
I met those Christians on two other occasions before my 
conversion, once when I was 16 and again when I was 
18. Every time I was very curious but at the end of those 
meetings my mind and my heart did not change. When I was 
twenty years old I got married and two weeks before my first 
son Gavino was born, an Evangelical church was opened 
near my home. My older sister went there. 
I was curious and I knocked at the door and I went in. 
There I met a Christian lady. She was very friendly to 
me and she invited me to her home another day to drink 
a coffee. When I went into her house there was another 
Christian lady there called Anna. They spoke to me about 
the Ten Commandments and particularly about the Second 
Commandment. They read Exodus 20 and in this passage 
God forbids the worship of idols. I remember that moment 
as if it has just happened. I thought of my life and I was afraid 
because I understood that I had to know my situation before 
God. The idols were not my main problem because I did not 
worship them. I could not stop asking: 
‘What am I doing?’ ‘What do I believe?’ 

I was very worried and I was probably pale. Anna asked 
me: 
‘Do you want to read the Bible with me?’. 
‘Yes’, I answered. Anna asked, 
‘When?’ 
‘Tomorrow’, was my answer. 
So the day after, for the first time, I read the Gospel of John. 
I understood my real situation. I was lost because I was 
a sinner and also I realised I was the devil’s daughter and 
my good behaviour could not save me. The only way to be 
saved was by trusting in Jesus who died for sinners and took 
their sins on Himself. I knew that I could do nothing for my 
salvation, then I looked to Jesus, at His cross and that was 
the most beautiful thing I have ever seen. I came to Jesus, 
my Saviour and I took the gift of the grace of my salvation. 
I prayed and I asked God to forgive my sins. I thanked God 
for Jesus’ death and for His blood which cleansed my heart. 
I still remember very well that moment and how beautiful 
Jesus was to me. I had to go to Him and the reason was His 
wonderful grace. My heart was full of joy! 
That evening when my husband came back home I was so 
full of joy and excited that I could not stop talking about 
Christ. I spoke to him until late at night about Jesus my 
Saviour. For a long time I was always speaking of Jesus and 
I spoke to everyone, to my family, my parents, my friends, 
my neighbours and on every occasion it was good to be a 
witness to Christ’s grace. Very often they laughed at me but 
I did not care because no one could take away the joy of my 
salvation.

My Saviour
Giovanna Fioretti

"I knew that I could do 
nothing for my salvation, 
then I looked to Jesus, at 

His cross and that was the 
most beautiful thing I have 

ever seen. "
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It is said that in the Alpine museum at Zermatt, a centre 
for winter sports in Switzerland, there is an old rope. It 
looks very strong. But at the critical moment it broke. 

The story behind it is this. It has a good lesson for us all.

Climb the Matterhorn
A famous mountaineer, Edward Whymper, was ambitious to 
get to the very top of the Matterhorn, a notoriously difficult 
mountain to climb. He had with him for the attempt four 
other men and also three guides. After a very strenuous 
effort they all reached the summit. They stood on the 
top and surveyed the impressive view all around them. 
Whymper called it ‘one crowded hour of glorious life’.
The party then roped themselves together for the difficult 
descent. Whymper was at the end of the line of climbers as 
they went down. At the very front was a highly experienced 
and famous guide to lead the way. By and by they came to 
a very dangerous precipice over which there was a four-
thousand foot drop. Suddenly one man lost his foothold and 
fell onto the guide who was standing on a slender ledge at the 
head of the party. He was knocked off the ledge and the next 
two men were dragged after them. 

Alarm
A cry of alarm went up. Those in the rear were experts. They 
braced themselves to take the strain. It ought to have been 
possible for them to hold firm till those in the front could 
regain their footing. After all, an Alpine rope was specially 
made to take the greatest strains necessary to protect 
climbers in such situations. Rapidly the rope grew tighter 
and tighter as the strain came on it. But then – fearful to 
relate – the rope snapped like a thread. To the horror of the 
rear climbers the men in front fell the terrible distance to 
their death far below.

But how could it have happened? An Alpine rope was made 
to stand up to the strain. When after hours of fearful misery 
the surviving climbers reached Zermatt to tell the story they 
took the remainder of the rope and examined it to see how 
it could have snapped so easily. Alas! It was not a genuine 
Alpine rope at all. They had gone up the Matterhorn with a 
rope not fit for the journey. 
How did they know it was not a genuine Alpine rope? A 
genuine Alpine rope has a red thread running all through 
it. This one did not have the red thread! Somehow they 
had mistakenly brought with them a useless rope on that 
dangerous journey.
There is a most important lesson to be learnt from this 
famous story. There is only one safe way to climb up to 
heaven and to glory. It is by the blood-stained way of Christ’s 
cross. The thread which binds true believers to Christ is the 
one which has the red thread of His blood running through 
it. None but Christ can save us and nothing but His cross can 
cleanse us and make us fit for the Judgment Day.

Will Your Rope Hold?
Alas! Too many people have got a rotten rope as their 
confidence. But it will not hold in the day of death. If we are 
wise we shall make sure we have Christ as our Saviour now 
before the evil day comes.
Do you have this one sure hope? Or are you, like these 
climbers, trusting to a rotten rope?
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved’ 
(Acts 16:31). 
There is no other way to get to heaven. And to make a 
mistake is fatal. There is no second chance.

(Adapted from Prairie Overcomer)

Let Down by a 
False Hope

Rev Maurice Roberts

‘Whatever you believe is alright’.
‘Everybody has their own beliefs’.
‘All that matters is that you believe something’.

These are sayings which you will hear from many 
people today. They sound nice, and help to make 
people feel good, since their own beliefs are said to 

be as valid as those of anyone else. ‘After all’, some say, ‘can 

you really know anything for sure?’ People who claim to 
have ‘the truth’ are looked down upon as being arrogant and 
intolerant. For some reason, people can accept the idea that 
any religion is valid as long as it doesn’t claim to be the only 
true religion! Do you know why that is? It’s Satan’s way of 
getting people to believe anything but the one thing that will 
remove his grip on their souls.

'I've Got My Own Religion'
Ron Melick (MWTB.org)
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Please regard this as a personal appeal. You must meet 
God. Are you ready? In comparison with this question 
all others sink into utter insignificance; before it all 

other problems pale. You may be successful in business, 
brilliant in your profession, and healthy in your body and 
mind; you may be religious and respected by your friends, 
but ‘What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?’ (Matthew 16:26). This is the solemn 
unanswered question of Scripture.
To be ready to meet God requires a new birth. Have you been 
born again? This is more than success, more than health, 
more than religion, more than respectability. These may all 
be present and the essential new birth unknown. ‘Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God’ (John 
3:3). This statement is unequivocal. It cannot be evaded. It 
was uttered by the Lord Jesus Christ. The necessity for the 
new birth arises from the fact that as born into this world 
we all spring from a sinful stock; we all are sinners. This 
effectually bars fellowship with God. Sin is contrary to the 
nature of God. He hates it. He is ‘of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canst not look on iniquity’ (Habakkuk 1:13).
While God hates sin, He loves to save sinners, whether they 
tread the clean or filthy side of the broad road. ‘For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). God’s judgment on sin fell upon 
Christ on the Cross, and there is cleansing and forgiveness 
for all who believe on Him. ‘But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name’ (John 1:12). Thus by new 

birth, by receiving Christ, by believing on Him, I am born 
into the family of God, and can answer the question, ‘Are 
You Ready?’ with a glad and confident, ‘Yes!’
Have you known this change? Have you experienced this new 
birth? Have you accepted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and 
Lord? Do not resent these personal questions. Were I to tell 
you of a path to wealth and fame you would doubtless give 
eager consideration to my proposals, however incredible they 
might appear. This new birth may seem to you incredible. 
Tens of thousands, however, know its reality in their heart 
and life. Do not therefore refuse to face the problem because 
of its seeming incredibility. Put the matter to the test. Do it 
now. ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out’ (Acts 3:19). Will you receive Him, the 
living Christ of God who died, rose again, and now offers 
salvation to all who believe on Him? Will you trust Him now 
as your very own Saviour? It is not the reception of a creed, 
or identification with a sect, or becoming a religious person 
that saves. It is the acceptance of a Person, the Son of God. 
Your acceptance or rejection of Him answers the solemn 
question, ‘Are You Ready?’
Thus the issue is very clear, and the point is very fine. Christ 
is the test. In none other is there salvation – in church, or 
creed, or religion – ‘Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12). ‘To him give 
all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins’ (Acts 10:43). 
Therefore, believe on Him and be saved. You must meet God. 
Are YOU ready?    L W G A 

Are You Ready?

It is not true that all religious beliefs are of equal value. It is 
not true that ‘Whatever you believe is alright’. The very fact 
that ‘Everybody has their own beliefs’ is what God says is 
man’s biggest problem – we have exchanged His truth for our 
beliefs. ‘All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way’ (Isaiah 53:6). Man’s confused 
religions stand in opposition to God’s simple way to life. 
Man’s ways are the wide, tolerant, sin-ignoring way that ends 
in destruction. ‘Broad is the way that leadeth to destruction 
... narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it’ (Matthew 7:13,14).
There is one sense in which it is true that what you believe 
doesn’t matter. What you believe, or what religious men 
have taught, does not change the truth of God’s Word! Just 
believing something doesn’t make it true. Jumping off the 
top of a skyscraper onto the street below will kill you, no 
matter how strongly you believe otherwise. Entering into 
eternity with the firm belief that there is no God, or that 
your beliefs or your works are good enough to merit His 
approval will not change the outcome: ‘Whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire’ 
(Revelation 20:15).

Truth is not a matter of opinion. Either something is true or 
it is false. Jesus Christ claims to be the truth. He did not say ‘I 
am a way’, but rather, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me’ (John 14:6). When 
it comes to faith, it is not, ‘All that matters is that you believe 
something’, but ‘All that matters is that you believe Christ’. 
Faith in Jesus Christ, who laid down His life on the cross of 
Calvary and rose victoriously from the dead, is the only way 
to everlasting life and forgiveness of sins.
Just as everyone has turned to his own way, each of us 
must individually turn from our rebellion. No one can save 
himself, since salvation is ‘not of works’ (Ephesians 2:8,9). 
Because God is the One who saves, salvation is as certain 
as His promise: ‘He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life’ (John 
5:24).
Jesus Christ is the only way. Won’t you stop rejecting Him, 
and by faith receive Him as your Saviour today? ‘Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved’ 
(Acts 4:12).



Good

As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; 

but that the wicked turn from his way and live: 
Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

Ezekiel 33:11
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