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Look around you! 
Wherever you turn there are troubles and 
difficulties:

Prisons: The prisons are over-crowded. More and more peo-
ple are having to be arrested. Politicians claim to be tackling 
crime. They pretend that there are less offences being com-
mitted but the hard reality is that the prisons cannot cope 
with the numbers of criminals. Many young people are out 
of control. What is the problem? Why is there a seemingly 
inevitable rise in crime year after year?

Global Warming: The ‘experts’ say that our planet is heading 
for disaster. The polar icecaps will melt and sea-levels will 
rise. Floods and deserts are just round the corner. Yet we 
continue to burn fossil fuels at an alarming rate. Our roads 
are crowded with cars and our skies with planes. It is always 
someone else’s fault.

Schools: More money than ever is being spent on schools. 
Class sizes are being reduced. Learning-support teachers are 
being employed. Integration, hailed a year or two back as 
the answer, is now seen as leading to further chaos. More 
and more disruptive pupils are keeping other pupils from 
learning. Teachers feel their job is more like that of a lion-
tamer. Many are demoralised and leaving the profession. 
Others, hating their work, keep going because they have to 
pay the mortgage.

Drunkenness and Alcoholism: Despite all the warnings 
given it appears that increasing numbers of young folk 
are over-indulging in drink which in turn is leading to 
disruptive behaviour and crime. The cost to the National 
Health Service, to industry and to the family is immense, 
but it seems nothing can be done.

Smoking: For years the government has been issuing health 
warnings on the dangers of smoking yet huge numbers of 
young people start smoking each year. You see pretty young 
girls with cigarettes in their hands and you visualise them in 
a few years’ time with their pasty faces, their diseased lungs 
and their empty pockets.

Drugs: Ask primary school children will they start taking 
drugs and they all say they never will. Yet by the time they 
reach 15 or 16 many have started, usually beginning with 

cannabis and then going on to harder drugs. Addiction to 
drugs means that money must be found to pay the dealers 
and this leads to stealing and prostitution. Drugs lead to 
illness, despair and early death.

Promiscuity: Never was there so much sex education in 
school and what have the results been? Teenage pregnancy 
rates in our country are the highest in Europe. Sexually 
transmitted diseases are increasing rapidly with long term 
effects including infertility and death. Young people drop in 
and out of relationships and become increasingly selfish and 
lonely. They are becoming incapable of forming a lifelong 
marriage relationship.

The Family: Everyone says the family is the foundation 
of society but never has it been under such attack – easy 
divorce, civil partnerships, taxation and benefits’ advantages 
for unmarried partners, general acceptance of promiscuity, 
immorality glorified in films, soaps and the lives of celebrities 
and the almost economic necessity of both parents working 
to pay the mortgage.

Terrorism: Along with the general religious apathy in today’s 
society comes the fanaticism of extreme Islam. The way for 
them to heaven is to engage in jihad and bomb yourself into 
eternity taking as many of the ‘enemy’ with you as you can. 
Life was never more vulnerable and these terrorists, having 
no instinct of self-preservation and melting into the general 
population, are virtually impossible to root out. What can 
we do?

What is the answer?
1. Give people more money, better housing, food and 
entertainment and crime will vanish. But people never had 
more than they do today yet the problems remain and are 
getting worse. The troubles are to be found among the rich 
as well as the poor.

2. Some say more education is the answer. Yet today 
education is freely available to all and more people than 
ever before are going to further education and to university 
– now almost 50% of young people go to university. But the 
troubles remain.

3. ‘Stop parents smacking their children’, they say. They argue 
that violence breeds violence. Yet although there is little 
corporal punishment today in the home in comparison to 
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the past the situation is only getting worse. Children are out 
of control in the home, in school and on the streets.

4. Longer drinking hours are proposed as an answer to binge 
drinking. But has it worked? Is drinking becoming more 
civilised in our country? Sadly no. The problems of loutish 
behaviour and violence simply occur later in the night. 

5. ‘Legalise drugs’, say the liberals. But has the legalisation of 
cannabis helped to reduce the number of drug addicts? The 
early morning queues for methadone are not an advert for 
cured addicts.

6. ‘Legalise prostitution’, say others. ‘Let’s follow the Dutch 
model’. But poor women servicing up to 100 clients per night 
in designated car-parks is degrading to the women involved 
and destructive of their minds and bodies. That’s hardly the 
answer.

7. ‘Build more prisons, employ more police officers, strengthen 
the secret services, increase the number of security cameras, 
require everyone to carry an ID card, lengthen the sentences 
for crime’, say some. Bit by bit all these are being done and 
yet there is no obvious dramatic improvement but rather the 
reverse. Our civil liberties are being curtailed in many ways 
and yet the situation is getting worse.

What is the real Problem?
The best way to find the real answer is clearly to identify the 
problem. The politicians, criminologists, probation officers, 
education officers, doctors and psychologists fail to see it but 
the real problem is original sin. Despite what many think 
children are born evil not good. Sin is natural and nothing 
is easier than to do what is wrong. You do not have to train 
a child to misbehave and do wrong, just leave it to itself 
and every evil will blossom. Bad temper and selfishness are 
obvious in the youngest children. Even when the child is 
firmly disciplined these traits develop. 

We are all selfish, proud, lustful, jealous, arrogant, impatient, 
bad-tempered and naturally violent. If it were not for God’s 
restraint in His common grace we would quickly turn this 
world into hell. Jesus tells us that wickedness comes out 
of the heart of man, ‘evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies’ (Mt.15:19). 
Paul says, ‘There is none righteous, no, not one’ (Rom.3:10). 
We need our natures to be changed. We need to be born again 
and start afresh.

Christ is the real answer!
The Son of God came into this world to save sinners and 
to establish His kingdom on earth: ‘This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief ’ (1Tim.1:15). We 
not only find forgiveness in him, but also a hatred for sin 
and a new desire to love God and our fellowman. Paul had 
been a violent persecutor of Christians but Christ changed 

him. He says, ‘If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature’ 
(2Cor.5:17). Whoever we are, Jesus can convert us. He can 
make beautiful Christians of the most horrible people and 
often does. Someone who is truly born again turns his back 
on selfishness, and begins self-sacrificially to love his fellow-
man. The effect of this is a transformed society. Christ’s law of 
love is obeyed and His Spirit gives the strength to overcome 
sinful desires and reactions.

Just as I am!

Charlotte Elliott

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about

With many a conflict, many a doubt,

Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;

Sight, riches, healing of the mind,

Yea, all I need in Thee to find,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

Because Thy promise I believe,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, Thy love unknown

Hath broken every barrier down;

Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, of that free love

The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,

Here for a season, then above,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come!
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Born into a devout Roman Catholic family in Ireland, 
Richard Bennett was brought up attending Mass, 
saying the Rosary and going to Confession. From 

an early age, Jesus Christ was very real to him, as were the 
saints, and the Virgin Mary. At a Jesuit School, he learned to 
reverence the authority of the Catholic Church, and the Pope 
as the Vicar of Christ on Earth. He also learned that good 
works were the best way to please God, and he began to feel 
an urge to become a missionary, to spread the message of the 
Catholic religion in distant parts of the world.

Leaving school, Bennett joined the Dominican order, and 
for eight years he studied the philosophy and theology of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Under the teaching of the 
monks, he began to do penance, punishing himself for his 
sins by beating his back with a small steel chain, determined 
to earn salvation for himself by his own good works. Despite 
the progress he made within the Church, being ordained in 
1963 aged twenty-five, and going on to study for a degree 
at Angelicum University in Rome, Bennett struggled with 
the emptiness and the lack of fulfilment in his faith as he 
tried to merit forgiveness of his sins by his own works. In 
desperation, he abandoned his degree, and, asking to be sent 
away as a missionary of the Church, was posted to Trinidad, 
in the West Indies, in October 1964.

Again Bennett found success, bringing many people along 
to the Mass, and building a reputation as a ‘good’ priest in 
Catholic terms, and yet the emptiness remained. When a 
serious accident in 1972 left him in severe pain for many 
weeks, he increasingly abandoned the Breviary and the 
Rosary, finding comfort instead in direct personal prayer, 
and in reading and studying the Bible. Gradually, Bennett 
began to realise the authority that the Bible claimed 
for itself, and that it must be accepted as the Word of 
God, as absolute truth. When he visited a Canadian 
congregation, and began to preach that the Bible must 
be the final authority over the faith and morals of the 
Christian, he was sharply rebuked by the Archbishop of 
Vancouver.

Returning to Trinidad, Bennett’s struggle intensified as 
he began to see how so many facets of Roman Catholic 
teaching were condemned in Scripture. He realised that 
the worship of Mary and the saints, and the authority of 
priests and bishops, and especially of the Pope could not 
be supported from the Bible. Most importantly of all, he 
discovered the biblical message, he could not be saved by 

his own good works as the Catholic Church taught, but only 
by trusting in Jesus Christ: ‘For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast’ (Eph.2:8-9).

The crisis point had come, and Bennett knew he must leave 
the Catholic Church. With only a few hundred dollars to 
his name, he travelled to Canada, and made contact with a 
Christian couple in Washington state, with whom he stayed 
for some time. It was at this point that Bennett at last was 
able, by God’s grace, to trust in the sacrifice of Christ on 
the cross as the atonement for his sins, to finally accept 
Jesus Christ as his true Lord and Saviour. Since that time, 
Richard Bennett met and married his wife Lynn, a born-
again Christian woman, and they both became Christian 
missionaries, working first in Asia, and later in the Pacific 
Northwest of the USA, trying to reach Catholics with the 
message of the Gospel. He is now Director of the Berean 
Beacon, an organisation specialising in evangelising Roman 
Catholics, based in Portland, Oregon.

As Bennett himself says: ‘The most difficult step for us dyed-
in-the-wool Roman Catholics is repenting from thoughts 
of “meriting”, “earning”, “being good enough”, to accepting 
simply, with empty hands, the gift of righteousness in Christ 
Jesus. To refuse to accept what God commands is the same 
sin as that of the religious Jews of Paul’s time, “For they 
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Rom.10:3). 
Repent and believe the gospel!’

A Roman Catholic Priest 
Converted to Christ

The Story of Richard Bennett
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Many people fall into a spiritual no-man’s-land, 
never openly deciding against God, but never 
coming out on His side either. 

They are ‘halting between two opinions’ (1Kgs.18:21). If 
you are reading this article and you’re not a Christian, you 
are halting between two opinions as well. If you had finally 
decided against Christ, or had no lingering thought that it 
would be good to be a Christian, I don’t think you would 
bother reading this at all. You are halting – undecided.

What is wrong with this position?
It is dishonouring to God and it is dangerous for you. In 
1Kings 18 the people swither about following Baal – a false 
god. They are not decidedly following God. This is exactly 
the problem with you. You are not a God-follower. Simply 
not following an idol will not make anyone a follower of 
Jehovah. It has never brought anyone to heaven. Instead God 
classes you as His enemy and opponent when He  does not 
and cannot see you among His followers. Many of you have 
walked this tightrope for years. You don’t believe in a Baal, 
do you? You have never believed in any God but Jehovah. 
But if you are so sure there is no other God, why aren’t you 
following this one? You are halting between the two. 

How do you react to your position? 
Elijah didn’t pull his punches. He burned with zeal for God 
and care for the souls of men. He laid it on the line with 
them. He challenged them outright – ‘Who will move, who 
will follow?’ No one answered. You can just imagine it. Many 
had been uncomfortable with the half-way-house they were 
in. They already knew it was wrong. Elijah’s every word 
rung true. But they had been playing fast and loose with 
God. How could they just return to Him? How could they 
simply put their hands up for God’s side as if nothing had 
happened?
You can almost hear the awkward shuffling of feet and see 
the eyes drooping to the ground as Elijah looks round for his 
answer. But even those with an inner voice saying ‘me, yes 
me, I want to follow the Lord’ couldn’t. They daren’t. Some 
of you know exactly what they felt like.

The fire 
At this point the chapter turns to the sacrifices. Baal’s 
prophets get first turn. Elijah mocks their god suggesting 
he is asleep. With them it’s all noise on earth but silent in 
heaven.
Next is Elijah’s turn. He brings the people close. He soaks 
the sacrifice. It is impossible to imagine this animal burning. 

Elijah prays for God to intervene. The fire falls, consuming 
the animal, the wood, the altar, even the dust and the water. 
The people, awestruck, declare for Jehovah: ‘He is the God’.

Accepted sacrifice
There are many deliberate details here. But I want us to 
focus on the accepted sacrifice. It is a miraculous occasion. 
But if we don’t make this link to Christ, the great accepted 
sacrifice, we are missing the point. Only when God consumes 
the sacrifice rather than the people, can the people have 
confidence to declare themselves on His side.
Picture it: Elijah has brought them right up close. They stand 
on the peak of Carmel. Right next to them is their sacrifice. 
And the fire of God is coming. Where will his fire fall? God 
chose to consume the sacrifice.
Clearly God is God and Baal just a fiction. But God could 
have shown this with a flash of heavenly fire and no sacrifice. 
But the burnt sacrifice means that their substitute is accepted. 
God consumed it, not them. The sacrifice took their place. 
And at that point their tongues were loosed and they cried: 
‘The Lord, he is the God!’

Come to Calvary
Have you known the inability of wanting to be on the Lord’s 
side when the challenge goes out, wanting to cease from 
halting, wanting to follow the Lord, but being unable? What 
released these men was an accepted sacrifice. If ever you are 
to be released from your powerlessness of wanting to be 
a Christian, yet unable, you must come to Calvary. There 
God’s fire has come down, but not on you. There is the 
sinner’s real substitute. 

The Challenge
Friend, how sin has caught you! Even when you know you 
should be a Christian, you cannot move a muscle toward 
God, cannot mouth a word of being on his side. Be afraid 
– you are caught in the trap of sin.
What would have been more frightening than God sending 
fire to burn the animal? Him NOT sending fire. God is 
willing to accept a substitute. He is willing, very willing, to 
take Christ instead of you. Christ is the substitute. Reader, 
come near to this sacrifice. See your need for it; see your part 
in it; see God’s acceptance of it. 
In v37 Elijah said, ‘that this people may know that thou hast 
turned their heart back again’. God was turning their hearts 
before they even decided. May that power of God work even 
now in your heart, and you will follow the Lord. He is the 
God. Follow Him.

Elijah’s Challenge
How Long Undecided? 

Rev Greg MacDonald
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Reflections 
George Carlin

George Carlin was a coarse comedian 
of the 1970s and 1980s. Here, following 
his wife’s recent death, he reflects on 

life. Though what he writes is very typically American it 
provides useful insights on life.

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller 
buildings but shorter tempers, wider Freeways, but narrower 
viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, we buy more, but 
enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more 
conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees but less 
sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet 
more problems, more medicine, but less wellness.
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, 
laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, 
get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray 
too seldom.
We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. 
We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.
We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life. We’ve 
added years to life not life to years. We’ve been all the way 
to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street 
to meet a new neighbour. We conquered outer space but not 
inner space. We’ve done larger things, but not better things.
We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We’ve 
conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. We write more, 
but learn less. We plan more, but accomplish less. We’ve 

learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more computers 
to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever, 
but we communicate less and less.
These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men 
and small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. 
These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier 
houses, but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, 
disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands, 
overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, 
to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in the 
showroom window and nothing in the stockroom. A time 
when technology can bring this letter to you, and a time 
when you can choose either to share this insight, or to just 
hit delete.

Remember, spend some time with your loved ones, because 
they are not going to be around forever.
Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to 
you in awe, because that little person soon will grow up and 
leave your side.
Remember to say, ‘I love you’ to your partner and your loved 
ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will 
mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.
Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for 
someday that person will not be there again.
Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share 
the precious thoughts in your mind.
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but 
by the moments that take our breath away…

We would add, life is coming to know Christ.

Where Are You Going?

Where are you going? You are swiftly sailing on 
the sea of time and your destiny is eternity 
– but where are you going? Where will you be 

in eternity? The joy of the saved and the woe of the lost are 
equally eternal. An everlasting heaven! A never-ending hell! 
You will be in one of these forever. Just think of being in a 
heaven of perfect happiness, or in a hell of pure woe. To the 
redeemed in glory, in the presence of God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, there shall come no night, no ending of their holy 
bliss and pleasure. To the damned in the pit of woe, there 
will never rise a star of hope on the dark vista of their eternal 
night. Their destiny is fixed; they have entered the blackness 
of darkness forever (Lk.16:19-31).
Reader, in which of these destinies will you be forever? You 
must be in one of them; you cannot remain on earth forever. 
No matter what happens to your body, your never-dying 
soul will remain forever in heaven or hell (1Thes.4:16,17; 
Rev.20:15). The God who brought you into being, in whom 
you live and move, has decreed that you must exist forever. 
Yes, ‘forever’ is the word. You yourself must decide, where 
are you going? The open door of an eternal heaven, and the 

open door of an endless hell are both before you. Choose 
which you will enter at the end of life’s journey. Remember, 
the choice must be made now, not then. 
To be prepared for that eternal heaven, you must acknowledge 
that you are a lost, hell-deserving sinner before God, and 
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, who died as a sacrifice for sinners 
and rose again (Rom.5:8), as your Saviour. To reject, despise, 
or neglect the Son of God and His offer of salvation, or to try 
to save yourself, is to doom yourself to hell. 
You do not have to be an atheist in order to perish. You do 
not have to be one of the ‘worst’ sinners to be lost forever. 
You only have to continue as you are, neglecting God’s great 
salvation (Heb.2:3), and God has declared that you will 
perish eternally. Stop and think! Where are you going? ‘He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him’ (Jn.3:36). ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life’ (Jn.5:24). ‘Oh that they 
were wise, that they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end!’ (Deut.32:29).

From Moments With The Book (MWTB)
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The Theory of Evolution 
is 

Crazy!
Science is about facts. The scientist observes, studies, 

deduces, experiments and proves his theory. The 
problem with evolution is that there is not one 

substantial piece of evidence to support it. Rather it is simply 
a story derived from imagination and ‘proved’ by pictures 
and by constantly repeating that it is a fact.

Where did the Universe come from?
The origin of matter is the first big question. Where did 
it come from? At first people argued it was always there 
– infinite and eternal. The problem with this is that the 
Second Law of Thermodynamics (one of the most basic laws 
of science) states that the entropy of (amount of disorder 
in) the universe is increasing. This means that the universe 
is burning out and cannot therefore be eternal. Virtually no 
one believes this explanation nowadays.
Most people today say that the universe came from the ‘big 
bang’ which is supposed to have taken place some 13-15,000 
million years ago. The problem with this is that it contradicts 
the First Law of Thermodynamics which states that matter 
and energy is neither created nor destroyed. Nothing can 
come out of nothing. It is impossible that something should 
bang into existence when there was nothing there to begin 
with. Atheistic scientists cannot explain the origin of the 
universe.

Where did the first Life come from?
Some years ago there was great excitement when the first 
amino acids were synthesised from inorganic materials. 
This was thought of as the first step in the origin of life. 
Little was known then of the vastly complicated structure of 
the simplest single cell creature. There is an almost infinite 

gap between the simplest 
protozoa and an amino 
acid. Yet this is what is 
taught in schools: ‘Four 
and a half billion years 
ago, the young planet earth 
was a mass of cosmic dust 
and particles. It was almost 
completely engulfed by the 
shallow primordial seas. 
Powerful winds gathered 
random molecules from 
the atmosphere. Some 
were deposited in the seas. 
Tides and currents swept 

the molecules together. And somewhere in this ancient 
ocean the miracle of life began’. Pure imaginary myth! Teams 
of scientists with the greatest brains and the most elaborate 
of apparatus have failed and are nowhere near synthesising 
one living cell today and yet blind chance was able to do 
it! If by some incredible miracle chance had produced one 
living cell in the ocean, it would immediately die in that 
sterile environment because it would have nothing on which 
to feed. Again atheistic scientists haven’t got a clue how life 
could possibly have come into being.

How did the Original Protozoa develop into mammals?
It is here that Darwin and the theory of evolution claims 
to have the explanation. However again the ‘story’ is 
totally inadequate. For example it is shown that in certain 
environments a certain colour of moth can hide from 
predators better than another, so, over a period of time, the 
colour of the moth changes. But this is only ‘survival of the 
fittest’ and ‘natural selection’ within a species and does not 
explain how one species changes into another. It was argued 
that the giraffe’s desire and need to reach leaves higher and 
higher in trees caused it to grow a longer neck. But if the 
desire or felt need could produce such a change why cannot 
man fly? He has desired to fly since time immemorial. 
Evolutionists argue that mutations taking place in the 
genes bring about the changes in species. But mutations are 
extremely rare and are negative eg a fly without wings or an 
animal with five legs instead of four. They never involve an 
increase in the genetic information. While selective breeding 
is possible, totally new species are never produced. Millions 
of generations of fruit flies have been studied and subjected 
to all kinds of conditions but they have never developed into 
a new species.

But what about the proof from fossils?
Does the fossil record not prove that simpler creatures 
have evolved into more complex? Is it not a fact, however 
you interpret it, that older rocks have simpler fossils? 
Darwin found evidence for his theory of the ‘origin of 
species’ in this and felt sure that in time his theory would 
be proved when new fossils of the missing links would be 
found. However, with 100 million fossils studied and with 
a quarter of a million different species identified there are 
even fewer examples of supposed evolutionary transition 
fossils today than in Darwin’s day. After 40 years of research 
Professor Nilsson of Lund University, Sweden, states, ‘It 
is not even possible to make a caricature of evolution out 

Rev William Macleod
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of the paleobiological facts. The fossil material is now so 
complete that the lack of transitional species cannot be 
explained by the scarcity of the material. The deficiencies are 
real; they will never be filled’. Then there is the problem that 
in the so called Cambrian rocks almost every major group 
of creatures present today suddenly appears (supposed to 
be a period of 5 million years – a mere blink in evolutionary 
timescales). Scientists have been unable to find a trace of 
precursor life forms in earlier layers of the earth’s crust. 
Even notorious atheist Richard Dawkins has to admit of the 
Cambrian fossils: ‘It is as though they were just planted there 
without any evolutionary history’. As far as the so called 
‘evolutionary trees’ shown in charts, Colin Patterson, Senior 
Palaeontologist at the British Museum of Natural History, 
surrounded by one of the world’s greatest collections of 
fossils, states: ‘We have access to the tips of the tree; the 
tree itself is a theory, and the people who pretend to know 
about the tree and to describe what went on on it – how the 
branches came off and the twigs came off – are I think telling 
stories’.

But what about the evidence for Ape-men?
Every so often there is a sensational story from the news 
media about the missing link being found. But before long 
it is quietly forgotten. Neanderthal Man, found in Germany 
in 1857, is now agreed to be simply another member of 
the human family. Piltdown Man (1912) was a hoax made 
from a human skull and an orang-utan’s jaw. Nutcracker 
Man (1959) is now generally accepted to be the skull of an 
extinct ape. We are used to seeing charts of apes gradually 
straightening their backs, shortening their arms and changing 
the shapes of their jaws to look like humans but there is not 
a shred of evidence to support this transition. Though there 
are bodily similarities between men and apes there are also 
vast differences in intelligence, self-consciousness, language, 
artistic ability, critical ability, lateral thinking, mathematical 
skills, conscience and the sense of God that exists in every 
man’s soul. As one once said, it is easier to see a man turning 
into an ape than an ape becoming a man.

Irreducible complexity
A major problem for the theory of evolution is the irreducible 
complexity of certain organs. The liver or the kidneys are 
highly sophisticated machines which cannot be reduced 
into primitive working organs. How in evolution could they 
develop in creatures which never possessed them? Think 
of all the parts involved in the eye or the ear. All the parts 
must be there from the beginning for them to work. How 
could blind creatures, even if they had light-sensitive skin, 
suddenly develop fully working eyes? The thought that blind 

chance can create something better bit by bit till one 
ends up with the highly varied diverse life which is on 
this planet today is as crazy as the idea that by throwing 
a watch against a wall you make a better watch. Scientist 
Harold Urey who was a Nobel Prizewinner admitted 
‘All of us who study the origin of life find that the more 
we look into it, the more we feel it is too complex to 
have evolved anywhere. We all believe as an article of 
faith that life evolved from dead matter on this planet’.

Conclusion
The world around us provides us with overwhelming 
evidence of intelligent design and the Bible tells us that 
the intelligent designer is God. The only reason why 
people believe in the crazy theory of evolution is that 
they hate God, do not want to acknowledge Him and 
His laws, and think that by burying their head in the 
sand they will escape His judgment. Evolution is not a 
science but a religion.
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Now I shall tell you the story of my life, or at least how 
I came to be given one. I grew up with no one to tell 
me who God was or guide me in His direction. My 

Papa came from a non-practising family of Roman Catholics 
in Belgium and died of lung cancer when I was a baby, 
while my Mama is Sri Lankan from a Buddhist background. 
While growing up we moved between Belgium, Sri Lanka 
and North Wales. I attended seven schools in total. As an 
early teenager I was painfully shy going for days without 
conversing to anyone unless spoken to. My Mama was my 
constant companion and I was always by her side.
I visited temples with my grandmother and in teenage 
years became interested in fortune-telling, white magic 
and the religions of Islam, 
Buddhism and Hinduism, 
but oddly never enquired 
about Christianity though 
my closest friend at the 
time was a devout one. 
Mama never impressed 
upon me any belief but 
did remain adamant that 
God did not exist.
Uni life here in Glasgow 
started with Mama 
leaving me at the halls of 
residence after staying only 
a few hours. The absolute 
aloneness hit me in my 
new room. The only item I 
found there was a Gideon 
Bible. Taking it down to 
read the ‘loneliness’ section, 
the words appeared strange 
and foreign.
I launched myself into talking to everyone and anyone with 
the fear that I may not find people of similar personality or 
background. I started making friends. One Sunday I saw one 
of them, Dol Eoin, dressed smartly and asked, ‘What’s the 
occasion?’ ‘Church’ was the reply. I mentioned the Bible in 
my room and my curiosity regarding it. Some hours later 
Luke’s Gospel was skimmed and my first exposure to the 
idea of who Jesus was occurred.
First term at Uni proved hard. I had always suffered from 
sleeping problems and at that time bad dreams of snakes 
and burning surroundings as well troubled me. It got worse 
making me very tired. Also the new life and exposure to 
drink (alcohol), soft drugs, homosexuals and promiscuity, 

especially at so young an age, disturbed me as I had been 
sheltered while growing up. Though not feeling homesick 
for Ma, I did begin to find the world a rather disagreeable 
place. The fact that I started reading my Bible at Job only 
worsened this!
One week, my friends Novalia and Dol Eoin separately 
invited me to their churches and being curious I went along 
– the once turning to every week. Later on I remember 
wondering what prayer was and being shown the Lord’s 
Prayer in answer. The first time I prayed in my darkened 
room, my greatest fear was, what if someone should hear 
me? How utterly revealing! It’s ironic I guess!
That Easter I went to Nottingham. I worked at lambing 

at nights and started 
reading the Bible (hidden 
under my bed) in the 
mornings before going 
to sleep. While starting 
to be drawn to church I 
also began to try to pull 
away. My family, myself 
and everything I had 
known till then disagreed 
with it and I wasn’t keen 
on changing the old and 
comfortable ways. I felt 
like running away and yet 
I kept going.
That summer I returned 
to Sri Lanka. On arriving, 
my first reaction was, ‘I 
don’t want to be here!’ I 
started seeing things as I 
had never noticed them 
before. It was a very busy 

different world, with animals on the streets, and an awful lot 
of poverty, corruption and suffering.
At nights I listened to hidden sermon tapes and read the 
Bible. The few months spent there were my darkest. Life 
had started looking depressingly sad. Sometimes I was 
given the scent of something sweet that I was drawn to, but 
couldn’t quite taste. I wanted it but yet rebelled at the idea 
and so I struggled with my own self. From the emotional 
stress and loneliness I got ill easily and lost a lot of weight. 
Upon returning to Glasgow I had got tired and had given up 
rejecting God. Now finally in subjection I started praying to 
be saved wanting the momentary comfort I felt at times to 
last.

My Testimony
Himara Van Haevermaet

Himara with Ihmesha, her cousin's daughter



SPECIAL ISSUE 11

On many occasions I walked to the vet school alone praying 
and it was on one of these that I felt myself cloaked with an 
immense comfort and peace that didn’t leave. This feeling 
remained and I believe it was around this time that God 
bestowed His saving grace through Christ and I got the 
Father I never had. I no longer suffered from sleeplessness 
or bad dreams. 
However there were still doubts and uncertainty. On one 
occasion I spoke to an elder regarding this just before a 
sermon. The minister preached on Luke 5:1-11. It really 
struck home as the minister mentioned concerns I had only 
minutes earlier voiced myself. I felt I got the assurance I 
needed. Another such occasion came in a sermon on Come 
unto me all ye who labour and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest’.
On 20th March two years ago just before taking communion 
for the first time I was baptised. It was a very emotional day 
for me. They sang Psalms 116 and 127: 
‘Except the Lord do build the house, 
The builders lose their pain’. 
Another Psalm I love is 130: 
‘Lord, from the depths to thee I cry’d. 
My voice, Lord, do thou hear…’
Since then I realise the meaning of the words:
‘I once was blind but now I see, 
was lost but now am found’.
I realise I can travel anywhere in the world but my home is 
in Christ. It is most reassuring to feel secure and safe. Life 
begins to look so different. I feel more warmth and love 
towards people and am thankful for God’s presence in my 
life. Now I can no longer imagine how I coped without it. I 
told my Mama by letter and while not rejecting me she wants 
nothing to do with it. It’s sad because I love her so much. I 
discovered my two cousins in Sri Lanka have also come to 
know the Lord and so I see Him working softly.
I guess with me telling you my side of the story and seeing 
as you read thus far the inevitable lies in a conscious or 

subconscious decision you will make. Forget or ignore and 
so reject, or maybe seek out more.
Below is something I wrote at the time:

Knocking?
Has my Saviour been a knocking

did He call upon your door
and if so I need to ask you

of that ‘other’ standing near
did he whisper not to open?
Did he tell you not to look?

Or was it all that noise
the sound of life, behind your side?

Maybe he was baffled out, caused you not to hear
but please take that step forward

your moment may be drawing near.
You’ve been told the visitor robs you

of all you’ve ever known,
of your accumulations, stored up safe behind

your door, your shield.
So what am I to tell you? He’ll give back

once you trust in Him, well true, but then
you’ll also realize,

these storings were your downfall
He’ll give you more, He’ll save your soul.
Your other, he’ll be luring, he’ll tempt but

yet not care,
he’ll make his way seem easy but then 

just be aware,
did he tell you of his wages
or was that subject skipped.

Stop! Turn and finally now please see him
he’s gruesome, he’s death, you’ve been tricked.

And then you’ll look to escape and actually run for your life
with ‘What do I do now?!’

Reach out to turn that handle, please open up your heart
my Lord he comes a knocking, once found He’ll never part.
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Two thousand years ago a prison officer in Northern 
Greece asked that question of one of the inmates. 
He was in dead earnest. Moments before he had 

taken out his sword and in his despair was about to commit 
suicide. An earthquake had opened the prison doors and he 
assumed that the prisoners were fled and that he would be 
held responsible for their escape. But this prisoner, Paul, had 
stopped him, shouting, ‘We are all here’. The night before 
Paul and his friend Silas had been dragged to the prison after 
being flogged in an outbreak of antichristian violence and 
persecution. The prison officer had shown them no mercy, 
not treating their wounds or giving them food, but roughly 
shoving them into the 
inner prison and torturing 
them further by fixing 
their feet in the stocks. 
But instead of cursing 
him they sang praises 
to God. Now instead of 
allowing their enemy to 
kill himself, they have 
lovingly saved his life. 
Who are these people? 
What gave them this love and strength and calm peace? 
Surely they had found the key to life! God, the real God, was 
their God, and God was in them. They were so different. 
They were saved. Are you saved?

Why do I need to be saved?
God made the world. We belong to Him and are answerable 
to Him for how we live. Deep in our consciousness we have 
an awareness of Him, His holiness and His power and we 
know that we will be judged by Him at the end of our lives. 
He gave us His laws. We all have a conscience – a sense of 
right and wrong – with which we were born. Sadly men 
and women do not live up to even that knowledge which 
they have in their own conscience. But God also gave us 
His revelation of Himself and the duty that He requires of 
us. His laws are written down in the Bible for us. However 
we fail over and over again to live as He requires. We are all 
sinners, in thought, word and deed. There is a heaven and 
a hell. Because of our sins we will be cast into hell forever. 
Therefore we need to be saved. Have your sins been forgiven? 
How will you do when death comes and the judgment?

How can God save?
God is so holy and His justice is so infinitely great that He 
cannot simply forgive sin. The Bible tells us that the ‘wages 
of sin is death’ (Rom.6:23) and God always pays wages. Many 
are happy to stress that ‘God is love’, but they forget another 
verse of the Bible which says that ‘God is a consuming fire’ 
(Heb.12:29). The only way God can save is by satisfying His 
justice. In His great love and wisdom He found a way. He sent 
His Son into this world to be the Saviour. His Son took our 
sins upon Himself and suffered the punishment we deserved 
as our substitute. He lived a perfect life, tempted by Satan in 
all points just like us, yet never yielding. He, as the perfect 

‘Lamb of God’, the great 
sacrifice, offered Himself 
to God to make peace 
between God and man. 
Because He suffered for 
our sins we who trust in 
Him will not suffer for 
them. It would be unjust 
for Christ and us to suffer 
for the same sins. God 
was in Christ at Calvary 

reconciling the world to Himself (2Cor.5:19). Christ’s death 
and resurrection is the only hope for a perishing world.

What must I do to be saved?
Not everyone is saved. Indeed Jesus says that it is a broad 
road that leads to the destruction of hell and many are on it 
(Mt.7:13). Paul replied to the prison officer’s question with 
which we began this article in the immortal words: ‘Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house’ (Acts 16:31). There is nothing that we can do to save 
ourselves – no good works or acts of charity. But we must 
believe in Jesus. To ‘believe’, in this context, is not just to 
believe in the existence of Jesus, or even that, having died for 
our sins, Jesus rose again. Rather it is to ‘believe on’, that is to 
rest on and trust in Christ and what He has done. It means 
that you must take Jesus as your Saviour if you are to be 
saved. Realise your sins, turn from them to God, asking Him 
to have mercy upon you. 

When am I to believe?
There is an urgency about this. Death can come at any time. 
Sometimes it comes suddenly through an accident or a 

What Must I do to be 

Saved?
Rev William Macleod

"There is nothing we can do to save 
ourselves -

 no good works or acts of charity  
But we MUST believe in Jesus "
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heart attack. No time is left for last minute preparations for 
eternity. God through Isaiah the prophet says: ‘Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near’ (Is.55:6). He is not always near and cannot always be 
found. As a person goes on through life it does not become 
easier to turn to Christ but rather the contrary. A person gets 
harder the older they grow. Many people promise themselves 
that they will turn to God when they grow up, or when they 
finish their studies or training, or when they settle in a job 
or when they marry or when they have children or when 
they retire, but there is always something else to do and 
something which, at the time, seems more pressing. Satan, 
the power of evil, will always find something to distract 
us when we have serious thoughts. He tempts us with the 
pursuit of riches and the pleasures of the world. But today is 
the day of salvation. Do not wait till tomorrow or you may 
be too late.

But can I be saved today?
The prison officer from Philippi believed that very night and 
was saved. He was baptised professing his new-found faith. 
He showed that his life had been changed by the kindness 
which he displayed to Paul and Silas. He brought them out 
of the prison, washed their wounds and gave them a meal. 
His life would never be the same again. When you become 
a true Christian you become a new person. Some people 
think that salvation is only obtained after a long and painful 
search. They think that if you struggle to stop your sins, start 
going to church, read your Bible and pray, then eventually 
God may have mercy upon you. Friends, God is willing to 
save you today if you turn to Him. Jesus freely offers Himself 
to you in the preaching of the Gospel. Accept His offer! Take 
Him as your Saviour! Take Him now and you will never 
regret it! He even gives you a promise: ‘Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed … For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved’ (Rom.10:11, 13).

Have you ever 
been too late 
for anything? 

It’s a terrible feeling, 
isn’t it? Maybe you miss 
a bus, or a connection. 
Sometimes it’s very sad. 
I remember when my 
mother was dying in 
hospital I was too late 
the last time I visited her, 

for she died before I could get to the hospital. I remember 
being too late in getting to the birth of my youngest daugh-
ter. It is a terrible feeling to be too late. It can be an agony. 
‘Too late’. The words themselves haven’t a good ring about 
them. You’ve heard of a crowd gazing at a burning building 
and the fire crew who tried to save the ones inside, but it was 
‘too late’. You’ve heard of a lifeboat arriving ‘too late’ to save 
those going down with a sinking ship. Too late! 
These are heart-rending circumstances. But you know they’re 
not half so terrible as the careless man or woman or young 
person who hasn’t given a serious thought to their souls and 
death and beyond. People go through this life imagining that 
all will be well, or at least they will have plenty time to think 
about religion later. Many will find that they are too late. Too 
late to get into heaven. They hadn’t thought before how they 
might get right with God, why they must get right with God, 
or what it would mean if they left this life not right with 
God! Careless! 
How many are very careful about what they eat, about 
going to the doctor when they are ill, about having adequate 

clothes and healthy bank balances. Or, how many are careless 
about these and only want to enjoy themselves – eat, drink 
and be merry. Careless! Scarcely a thought for the Bible, or 
the church, or Christ or being lost forever in hell! And when 
the time comes and death descends upon them – too late! 
Shut out of heaven! The Bible says, ‘Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation’. 
In the Bible there is a story of Jesus in which He speaks of ten 
bridesmaids. Five were wise and five were foolish. They had 
to wait at the house of the groom until he brought his bride 
there. They wouldn’t know exactly how long they would 
be. The wise bridesmaids had extra oil for their lamps. The 
foolish did not. That is a picture of having real faith. What 
happened to the wise bridesmaids? They got in to the wed-
ding. What about the foolish? Well, they had to go off for 
extra oil and they were too late. They go to the door and 
say, ‘Lord, open to us!’ But they cannot get in. It is a picture 
of being ‘too late’ to get into heaven. You should have been 
ready. 
How can you be ready? Only with Christ as your personal 
Saviour now. ‘Watch, therefore’, said Jesus. There is only one 
way to heaven. It is through Christ as your Saviour and Lord. 
We point you to the Bible and to Christ and plead with you 
to turn to Him before it is too late. We’re writing this because 
we don’t want any to be too late. All have sinned and need a 
Saviour. It is not too late for any of you who hear us today. 
Take seriously this message. Don’t be careless with your life 
and soul. For there is a Judge to face and heaven to gain and 
a hell to avoid. And Jesus is the way and the truth and the 
life.

Too Late?
Rev John Keddie
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What if a team of scientists were to announce in 
tomorrow’s headlines that they had synthesised 
life? In other words, that they had made 

‘from scratch’, from basic non-living chemicals, a living, 
reproducing organism?
I know (from asking this question at some meetings, and 
seeing the wary faces) that many Christians would be 
worried. One thing is certain, many humanists would not 
be able to contain their crowing. They would be claiming 
that this was the last nail in the coffin of belief in creation. 
‘Creator Not Needed to Make Life’ would no doubt be a 
triumphant headline theme.
Attempt
To show that this is not idle speculation, a short while ago 
a team announced that it was setting to work on just such 
a task. Now remember, nothing had been achieved. They 
just said, ‘We’re going to start working on it.’ Immediately, a 
gloating email message arrived at Answers in Genesis, saying, 
in effect, ‘You stupid Christians, you’re going to see … as 
soon as this happens, the credibility of belief in creation will 
be finished.’
However, even if we assumed that the synthesis of life were 
to happen, would such responses be appropriate? Actually, 
it’s not hard to show that they would not be even faintly 
logical or rational. In fact, if it were to happen, then in 
one sense, Christians should be getting excited, using it as 
evidence for creation.
Why so?
Alternatives
When considering how life began, there are really only two 
alternatives. Either life was created by an intelligent source or 
it ‘made itself ’ – ie evolved. That’s really what ‘evolution’ is 
all about—things making themselves, arising spontaneously 
from within nature – the material world – with no outside 
assistance. So if someone were to claim that synthesizing 
life in a test-tube wipes out the idea of creation, they would 
in effect be saying, ‘Synthesizing life in a test-tube proves 
that it evolved’. Now substitute the italicized words in that 
phrase with others of identical meaning, and the absurdity 
of it becomes clear: ‘Using intelligence to make life in a test-
tube proves that it made itself and did not arise through 
intelligence’. A further analogy might be as follows: say 
someone, washed ashore on a remote island, sees a portable 
battery-operated television set. Never having seen a TV set 
before, they eventually happen to switch it on and watch it 
in amazement. Puzzling about how this device came to be, its 

discoverer decides to take it apart. Years are spent studying 
it and learning all about how it works. Using thousands of 
hours of mind-power and effort, the person learns how to 
make an exact copy of each part, and how to put the parts 
together in exactly the same way as the original. Finally, the 
moment has arrived – the switch is thrown – voilá, it works. 
Now if such an amazingly brilliant achievement had taken 
place, it would obviously be the height of foolishness for 
such a person to say, excitedly, ‘Wow, now I know for certain 
that the device I found made itself!’

Intelligent Design
I trust the analogy is clear. If humanity achieves the synthesis 
of a living organism, it will be much like the TV set on 
the island. The original design will, with a great deal of 
intelligent effort, have been copied.
The fact that, with all our knowledge of molecular biology, 
we are not even close to knowing everything about the 
complexities of even the ‘simplest’ living organism shows 
just how much ‘design-power’ and intelligence went into the 
creation of the first of its kind.
I believe that, in principle, people are capable of learning 
enough to be able to be hopeful of one day achieving such a 
thing for perhaps a bacterial cell. But far from undermining 
Genesis creation, it merely reflects the image of God (Gen 
1:27) in humanity – creativity and intelligence, even if only 
a pale shadow of that of their Maker.

Creation Ministries International (Creationontheweb.com)

Create Life in a 
Test-Tube?

Dr Carl Wieland
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God has created the 
world like a three-
storey house. In this 

life we live in the middle floor. After death we all go either to 
the top floor or else down to the bottom. The way we believe 
and behave in this life will determine whether we go up or 
else down. Above is heaven; beneath is hell.

On trial
In this life we are all on trial. So long as we are here on earth 
it is possible for a person to change. Once a person leaves this 
life change is impossible. So we call this life our ‘probation’. 
This means that here and now our life and behaviour are 
being put to the test. After death each one of us will forever 
be in a fixed state. We shall either 
be happy for ever or else for ever 
miserable.

After death
Death completes our time in 
this world. After death we must 
each go into eternity. In eternity 
each one of us will be in a 
completely different condition 
from anything we know in this life. Those who go to heaven 
will be perfectly and eternally happy. Those who go to hell 
will be in eternal punishment. No one will be able to escape 
from this punishment. It is for ever.

Judgment
At death a person’s soul leaves the body and goes into the 
presence of God to be judged on the basis of his or her life 
in this world. God’s standard is not what people imagine. He 
requires us all to be perfectly good and perfectly obedient 
to His law. The law of God is summed up in the Ten 
Commandments. If we appear before God without a perfect 
righteousness then we shall be lost. We must suffer eternal 
pains and agonies. 

Jesus Christ
This is why we need to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He came to earth to 
die in our place as the Saviour of the world. He was punished 
by God, not for any faults of His own, but to pay the price for 
our disobedience to God. On the cross Jesus gave Himself for 
us in love and died to give us a righteousness which we do not 
have. We say that Jesus by His life and death wove a garment 
of salvation for sinful men and women. This garment we can 

wear in this life and in the next life. In the next world it is too 
late to get this gift of Christ’s righteousness. We must get it, if 
we ever get it, in this life. 

What must we do to get salvation?
This is the greatest and most important question in the 
world. We get Christ’s righteousness in this way:

1. First, we must be sorry for the wrong and bad 
things which we have done in our life: Anger, 
pride, unclean-living, and such things we have 
done wrong. We need to see that all such things are 
displeasing to God. We need to confess our wrong 
behaviour to God and to ask for his pardon. 

2. Then, we need to understand that God is kind and 
gracious. He is ready to pardon 
us for the sake of Christ’s death 
and suffering on the cross. 
3. Above all else, we need 
to believe in Christ as our own 
personal Saviour. We do this by 
giving our heart to God and 
asking God to change our life 
and to make us pure and good.

Changed life
When we believe in Christ our life becomes new and different. 
God gives us power to say no to evil and to take pleasure in 
good things. These good things include the following: reading 
the Bible; secret prayer; going to a church which preaches the 
gospel; doing good works and showing love to one another. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has power to give us a clean 
heart, a clean tongue, a clean way of life. This is what we get 
when we truly believe in Him as the Saviour of the world.

Great future
Those who believe in Christ are now no longer guilty in 
God’s sight. They appear in God’s eye as those who wear a 
pure white garment. They are now God’s dear children. He 
blesses and helps them all through life.
When those who believe in Jesus die they go to heaven at 
once. They are welcomed into a world of happiness and 
holiness. All those who are there are blessed forever. They 
have now got beyond all the sorrows of this life and God 
wipes away all tears from their eyes.
This is the life which all will have who believe in Jesus Christ. 
Waste no time, then, but ask God to bless you with a new 
heart so that you may be in heaven at last.

Is there Life after

Death?
Rev Maurice Roberts

"When those who believe in Jesus die,
they go straight to Heaven at once "
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One often hears about the power of Islam in the 
modern world and there is no doubting the fervour 
with which some Muslims follow their religion. 

There is a great fear of Al Qaida and other terrorist groups. 
Traditionally Islam was spread by the sword. There were 
heretical forms of the Christian religion such as the Crusaders 
who also used the sword to ‘convert’, but the true Christian 
faith is spread only by the Word of God (Bible truth) 
accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit. Salvation is the 
work of God. Because God is almighty we can confidently 
proclaim the Gospel to Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and 
atheists knowing that if and when it pleases God they will 
be saved. ‘Faith cometh 
by hearing’ (Rom.10:17) 
and those ‘converted’ in 
any other way are not 
true Christians. Recently 
there have been several 
top imams converted to 
Christ as the Holy Spirit 
has touched their hearts. 
Here is the story of one 
of them.

Highest Achievements
Mark Gabriel was born 
to strict Muslim parents 
in Egypt. From the age of 
five, with the help and encouragement of an uncle who was 
an imam, he began to study the writings of Mohammed. A 
very diligent and gifted student, Mark, by the age of twelve, 
was able to repeat the entire Qu’ran from memory! The 
Qu’ran is about the size of the New Testament and is written 
in classic Arabic. Only bit by bit was he able to understand 
its meaning, but he continued studying it closely until he 
obtained his degree at university, where he gained second 
place in a class of 6,000.
Shortly after graduating he was appointed a Professor of 
Islamic History at one of the most prestigious Islamic 
universities in the world, the University of Al-Azhar in Cairo. 
He became an imam. He was now regarded as a leading 
Islamic scholar but doubts began to enter his mind. He 
started to see contradictions in the Qu’ran and errors. After 
some time Mark began to publicly question the Qu’ran’s 
teaching. He wondered whether these were indeed the words 
of Allah or just the thoughts of men. Following a meeting 
with some of the hierarchy at the university he was dismissed 

from his post. That very evening he was kidnapped by the 
Muslim Secret Police.

Persecution
His captives were sure that he had come under Christian 
influence and they wanted to know the name of the 
missionary. For three days he was held in a small cell deprived 
of food and water. On the fourth day his interrogation 
began but by evening they had gained nothing by way of 
information from him so they began to torture him. He was 
burnt with cigarettes on various parts of his body and he was 
beaten. Finally he was plunged up to his neck in a small tank 

of cold water infested 
with hungry rats. He 
was left in this state all 
night, the rats swimming 
around his head and 
body. Miraculously they 
did not bite him. Next 
day his captors, amazed 
at finding him still alive, 
took him out of the tank 
and forced him into a 
small cell with a vicious 
hungry dog. At that point 
he felt sure he would be 
attacked. The dog came 
meekly to him, however, 

and sat at his side and even licked his ears! This time, his 
captors were so amazed at his survival that they wondered if 
he was just an ordinary human being: they believed he had 
some spirit or magic power. Rather God was looking after 
him. He was held for 15 days until, thanks to the influence of 
an uncle, a vice-president of the Egyptian Parliament, Mark 
was released.

Finding Christ
For another year nothing very much happened in his 
religious life. His doubts continued. It was at this point 
that Mark’s search for God began in earnest. He started to 
suffer from severe headaches and began going regularly 
to a chemist for painkilling tablets. The chemist was a 
Christian. God had brought Mark face to face with someone 
who could help him in his search for God. Through casual 
conversations the chemist discovered Mark was searching 
for truth and one day she gave him a Bible. Mark began to 
read and, as he said himself, with the Bible in one hand and 

Islamic Professor 
becomes a Christian

"Mark began to read, 
and with the Bible in one hand, 

and headache tablets in the other,
he found salvation "
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headache tablets in the other, he found salvation. He became 
aware of God speaking to him through the Scriptures. It was 
particularly as he read through the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew’s Gospel that the teaching of Jesus that we should 
love our enemies convinced him that Christianity was true. 
He said the word was like a beautiful rain of peace and 
forgiveness falling on him. He felt assured that his sins had 
been forgiven and that he had been justified by the blood 
of Jesus. For 34 years he had experienced no assurance that 
he was saved (under Islam, there is no such assurance, even 
Mohammad didn’t have it). For 34 years, Mark had been 
under the fear of Allah, but now he had peace with God.

Escape for his life
The following year saw Mark living as a secret believer in 
his family home, but he could not keep his faith secret for 
long. Outraged at discovering that his son had abandoned 
the Muslim faith, Mark’s father tried to kill him with his 
shotgun, but amazingly he missed, and Mark was able to 
escape from the house to the home of a sister. His father 
felt it was a huge shame for him and his family to bear. The 
Lord made it plain to Mark that he had to get out of the 
country that very day. His sister returned to their father’s 
house where she managed to smuggle out some of Mark’s 
belongings and his passport. Three months later Mark 
arrived in Johannesburg, South Africa, having made the 
journey on his own by road from Cairo.
In South Africa Mark met with many Christians because 
articles about him had been published in the media. After 
he wrote his first book against Islam in 1996 assassins were 
sent to South Africa to kill him. Finding out about this Mark 
fled to the Congo and then to the USA where he was granted 
religious asylum.

Contrast
While visiting Washington DC, he attended a talk at a 
University given by a former Baptist pastor from Texas who 
had converted to Islam eight years previously. When it came 
to a time for questions, Mark stood up and introduced 
himself as one who had been Professor of Islamic History at 
the University of Al-Azhar. Immediately the former Baptist 
pastor insisted that this great man come down to the front 
and onto the platform. Mark then asked the speaker: ‘Since 
converting to Islam, has anyone tried to kidnap you, arrest 
you, torture you, or kill you?’ ‘No!’ he retorted in surprise. 
Mark then took the opportunity to tell the former pastor 
and the audience what he had experienced since leaving 
Islam and becoming a Christian. He had lost his family and 
his country and the sword of Islam was on his neck wherever 
he went. That is one great contrast between Christianity 
and Islam. Mark now travels extensively proclaiming the 
love of God and the way of salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ.
Do you want to know the truth? Read the Bible. God speaks 
through it. How do I know the Christian faith is the way 
to God? As you read the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments God will speak with power through them and 
will save your soul.

AMAZING GRACE

John Newton

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we'd first begun.
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An American, travelling in Syria, saw three native 
shepherds bring their flocks to the same brook, and the 

flocks drank there together. At length one shepherd arose and 
called out, ‘Men-ah! men-ah!’ the Arabic for ‘follow me’. His 
sheep came out of the common herd and followed him up 
the hillside. The next shepherd did the same, and his sheep 
went away with him, and the man did not even stop to count 

them. The traveller said to the remaining shepherd, ‘Give me 
your turban and crook, and see if they will not follow me 
as well as you’. So he put on the shepherd’s dress and called 
out, ‘Men-ah! men-ah!’ Not a sheep moved. ‘Will your flock 
never follow anybody but you?’ inquired the gentleman. The 
Syrian shepherd replied, ‘Oh, yes; sometimes a sheep gets 
sick, and then he will follow any one’.

1. I was made to wash as a child.
2. People who wash are hypocrites – they reckon they are cleaner than other people.
3. There are so many different kinds of soap, I could never decide which one was right.
4. I used to wash, but it got boring so I stopped.
5. I still wash on special occasions like Christmas and Easter.
6. None of my friends wash.
7. I’m still young. When I have got older and have got a bit dirtier I might start washing.
8. I really don’t have the time.
9. The bathroom is never warm enough.
10. People who make soap are only after your money.

Daft isn’t it! 
We all need to wash, and we know it, there’s no argument!
And we all need Jesus to cleanse us from our sins. Spiritual filth may not be so obvious but it is there all 
the same, and will keep us out of heaven.
Jesus can do something that soap and water cannot do. He can make us clean ON THE INSIDE!

Reproduced with CPO’s permission

Following the Shepherd

Ten Reasons why I 
NEVER Wash
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The other day I got out of bed in the morning and 
started to get dressed as usual. It was as far as I knew 
just like any other day of life. Then, all of a sudden, I 

became aware of a sharp pain in my lower back. In a short 
time the pain had grown worse. I went downstairs to do my 
Bible reading as usual. But after a few minutes it became 
clear that I could not continue. On returning to bed to rest a 
while I discovered that I was in the grip of the most intense 
pain that I had ever suffered in my whole life. Turn and twist 
as I might there was no relief. What was this? A tumour? A 
cancer? Was this my summons to leave this world? 
Mercifully the answer was ‘No, Not yet’. The pain was caused 
evidently by a stone in the kidney. While I waited to be seen 
by the doctor the pain passed off as suddenly as it had come. 
Whatever obstruction had brought about this sudden agony 
it had obviously cleared itself. Oh what relief! Oh what 
thankfulness!

Why do I mention this experience? To remind myself and 
others of a lesson in life which we are so apt to forget: God 
may call us away by death at any moment.

Not afraid to die
I was not afraid of death for myself. My soul was saved by 
Jesus Christ fifty years ago. In January 1957 when I was a 
young student I came to know myself to be a sinner in the 
sight of God. The experience was one that drove me to read 
the Bible. I remember starting at the beginning of the New 
Testament. As I read God’s word I came to see that the Lord 
Jesus Christ had died for my sins on the cross. When at 
length, after some searching and agonising of soul I came 
to believe in Christ, I got peace in my heart. But in my early 
search for God I just had to read the Bible to get any peace at 
all. When I closed the Bible I felt as though a fire was burning 
in my heart. We refer to this, I later discovered, as conviction 
of sin. So I read the Bible for dear life! After some weeks of 
fear and uncertainty I came to enjoy the blessed certainty of 
being right with God. 
This rest of soul is what Jesus Christ promises in his word: 
‘Come unto me … and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:28). 

The best thing
This experience, which we call ‘conversion to Jesus Christ’ 
entirely changed my life. I was eighteen at the time. I had 
been an occasional church-goer, but I did not know God 
for myself till this wonderful change came into my heart. 
Conversion is the best thing anyone can get in the whole of 
one’s life.
Why do I put it so strongly as that? Because it brings into our 
life the best things possible. Our sins are all forgiven by God 

forever. We come to know and love God as a friend. We have 
peace and assurance of God’s love in our soul. We are sorry 
for our past foolishness and our mistakes in life. We become 
God’s children in a way that we are not before conversion. 
We now know that we belong to God and so we are assured 
by God’s word that we shall go to heaven after we die.

Be prepared
So, when the sharp pain struck me down for a few hours the 
other day I was not conscious of being afraid to die. But I was 
reminded of a lesson which we all need to be reminded of: 
We ought to get right with God immediately so as to be ready 
for the call of death when God sends it.
But let me suppose I had not been converted to Christ when 
this pain came. And let me further suppose too that I had 
had a terminal cancer, or a heart attack... What would be the 
difference to me at this moment as I write? All the difference 
in the world! I would be still in my sins, and under God’s just 
condemnation. I would be suffering eternal punishment in a 
state of pain vastly worse than what I went through for these 
few short hours. 
Till we come to faith we are lost, ruined and condemned. 
Had I not got Christ now as my Saviour I would have no true 
hope of heaven but only a fearful expectation of being cast 
into the fires of hell forever. Eternal pain!
You will perhaps want to say to me: But I could repent at the 
last moment. Ah! That is the mistake which too many make. 
When you are fighting pain and illness it is hard to pray, hard 
to seek God, hard to concentrate on the Bible. 
So the lesson I would like to pass on to you, dear reader, is 
this: Do not wait a moment longer but come at once to Jesus 
Christ and make sure you are prepared to meet God.
Who can say when a more serious pain will come to me – or 
to you?

Come at Once to 
Jesus Christ!

Rev Maurice Roberts

Pain can come so suddenly!



‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out…’

(Acts 3:19)
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