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What do you have in the bank? How much do you earn? 
Money matters to some people today more than 
anything else. The lure of high wages seems irresistible. 

Offer people enough money and you can get them to do virtually 
anything you want. The most important post in the Government 
seems to be the Chancellor of the Exchequer. As long as the 
economy is fine other things don’t really matter to the majority. 
Success in life is measured in terms of earnings and acquired 
possessions. But the truth is that those who have most, are seldom 
the happiest. Some people think the church should say nothing 
about money. It is regarded as a personal and private matter. Yet 
the Bible says a great deal on the subject. Therefore the church has 
a duty to speak, otherwise it will be unfaithful to her Lord. We will 
in this editorial highlight some of the Scriptures’ teaching.

Beware of Covetousness
Covetousness is greed for money and possessions. It is one of 
the great characteristic sins of our day and culture. Yet I doubt 
if I have ever met someone who admitted to being covetous. You 
are not covetous, are you? You could tell me the names of others 
who are money-grabbers and misers but not you. People will 
admit to pride, bad temper, hypocrisy, idolatry, even sexual lust, 
but not covetousness. Sadly, this sin was common in the time 
of Jesus too. Once, ‘one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 
And he said unto him, Man, 
who made me a judge or a 
divider over you? And he said 
unto them, Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth’ (Lk.12:13-15). God’s way of looking at things 
is so different from ours. Covetousness, to Him, is idolatry – a 
very serious sin (Col.3:5). To God, money is but the dust of the 
earth and gold is the mire under the feet of the saints in glory 
(Rev.21:21). They have had the victory over this sin and will never 
again covet. God values a man for his holiness and his likeness to 
Christ, rather than his wallet, car, clothes and jewellery.

Inheritance
It is incredible how often a person’s will proves a matter of 
contention and division among family and friends. Perhaps very 
little has been left, yet great bitterness can erupt. How horribly 
sad to see such squabbling following the death of a loved one. 
Sometimes parents show little wisdom and understanding of 
human nature. The Israelite practice displayed divine wisdom. 
The inheritance was divided equally among the children with the 
firstborn getting two portions. He would have the responsibility for 
looking after the ageing parents. Obviously justice would say that 
in our day if a daughter stayed at home looking after her parents 
she should be left the house. However it is interesting to notice in 
the passage quoted above that Jesus, who knew the covetousness of 
the human heart, refused to get involved in a dispute regarding the 
inheritance. Instead, he told a parable of a very successful farmer 
who thought he had ‘much goods laid up for many years’ (v19), but 
God said to him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God’ (v20-21). When death comes, and it is never far away, money 
is useless. So why are we so bothered about it?

Leaving it to the church
It is surprising how few leave money to the church in their will. 
With our daily income we give a proportion to the church. The 
starting point is a tithe or tenth. The Bible speaks of tithes and 
offerings – offerings above the tithes (Mal.3:8). Sadly, and to 
their own loss, some rob God, by the small amount they give the 
cause. ‘He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver’ 
(2Cor.9:6-7). The Pharisee who prayed in the temple gave a tithe 
not only of his income but of his possessions (Lk.18:12). How much 
do we love God? What we give, shows. Christians, in drawing up 
their will, should think not just of their family and relatives, some 
of whom neither need the money nor will wisely spend it, but also 
of the cause of God. Jesus utters the surprising statement: ‘Make to 
yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations’ (Lk.16:9). 
Make friends with money and you will obtain a great welcome 
into heaven. Money is of most value when it is given away. It is 
more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). I always think of 
a miserly woman who scrimped and saved and when she died left 
some thousands of pounds to a niece who never showed any care 
for her and soon spent the money in the bingo hall.

Stewards
Really we own nothing. 
We are stewards or 
trustees. Everything we 
have we receive from 
God who gives it to us 

to test us. Will we be faithful to the Master, the real Owner, or 
will we selfishly misuse and misspend His resources? We will 
have to give account to Him for every penny we spend. He gives 
us richly all things to enjoy. Therefore Christians are to be those 
that do good, that are ‘rich in good works, ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life’ (1Tim.6:17-19). We are reminded that ‘the love of 
money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows’ (v10). Let us seek to lay up for ourselves treasures 
in heaven. Such strivings for heavenly riches bring joy rather than 
the cares and sorrows that the pursuit of earthly riches brings.

Financial Fears
Jesus advises His disciples, ‘Therefore I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what 
ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more 
than raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; 
which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: 
how much more are ye better than the fowls?’ (Lk.12:22-24). Of 
course we must work and we are warned that if any will not work, 
neither should he eat (2Thess.3:10). It is by the sweat of our face, 
or at least the toiling of our brains, that we are to eat bread. Yet 
we are not to worry or be anxious. Trust in God. The Lord will 
provide. In contrast with the covetous we are told ‘Labour not for 
the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you’ (Jn.6:27), 
and are assured ‘My God shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus’ (Phil.4:19).

"Money is of most value 
when it is given away!"

Money Matters
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Christians DO get

Depressed!
I  The Crisis

Rev David Murray (Stornoway)

This is the first in a series of articles on depression, with a 
special focus on the Christian’s experience of depression. 
Some might question whether this is a fit subject for a 

church magazine. We will, therefore, suggest eight reasons why we 
should study depression. 

1  Because the Bible speaks about it
There are numerous Bible verses which refer to depression – its 
causes, its consequences, and its cures. The Bible does not address 
every cause and consequence or provide every cure. But, as we 
shall see in later articles, the Bible does have an important role 
to play in the treatment of Christians who are suffering from 
depression and anxiety.
It must be admitted that the Bible never states that ‘Bible character 
X had mental illness’, or ‘Bible character Y was depressed’. However, 
it does frequently describe men and women who manifested many 
of the symptoms of depression and anxiety. In some cases, it is 
not clear whether these symptoms reflect long-term mental illness 
or simply a temporary dip in the person’s mental health, which 
everyone goes through from time to time. For example, symptoms 
of depression/anxiety can be seen in Moses (Num.11:14), Hannah 
(1Sam.1:7,16), and Jeremiah (Jer.20:14-18; Lam.3:1-6). In these 
cases it is difficult to say whether the symptoms reflect a depression 
or a dip. Martin Lloyd-Jones argues from biblical evidence that 
Timothy suffered from near-paralysing anxiety. A more persuasive 
case for depressive illness can be made for Elijah (1Kgs.17:7-
24), Job (Job 6:2-3, 14, 7:11), and various Psalmists (Ps.42:1-3, 
9a; Ps.88). Steve and Robyn Bloem in their book, Broken Minds 
state: ‘The Psalms treat depression more realistically than many 
of today’s popular books on Christianity and psychology. David 
and other psalmists often found themselves deeply depressed for 
various reasons. They did not, however, apologize for what they 
were feeling, nor did they confess it as sin. It was a legitimate part 
of their relationship with God. They interacted with Him through 
the context of their depression’.
Another significant verse is Proverbs 18:14, ‘The spirit of a man 
will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?’ 
The human spirit can help people through all kinds of sickness. 
However, when the healing mechanism, the human spirit, is what 
needs healing, then even more serious problems arise.

2  Because it is so common
1 in 5 people experience depression, and 1 in 10 experience a panic 
attack, at one stage in their lives. An estimated 121 million people 

suffer from depression. 5.8 % of men and 9.5% of women will 
experience a depressive episode in any given year. Suicide, often 
the end result of depression, is the leading cause of violent deaths 
worldwide, accounting for 49.1% of all violent deaths compared 
with 18.6% in war and 31.3% by homicide.
It is also common in Christians. Indeed, these days there would 
appear to be an epidemic of depression, anxiety, and panic attacks 
among Christians – both young and old. This is at least partly 
because of the depressing state of the church and of the nation. 
Every few days there is discouraging news about church splits or 
problems, and Christians backsliding or falling into temptation. 
Then there is the secular and anti-Christian direction of the 
Government as it continues to dismantle the Judeo-Christian 
laws and standards upon which our civilisation was built, and 
as it attacks and undermines family life. On top of this, there is 
the relentless audio-visual misrepresentation and persecution 
of Christians through the print and broadcast media. To top 
it all there seems to be an unceasing diet of bad news on the 
international stage, with wars, terrorism, and ‘natural’ disasters 
ever before us. 
In these conditions it is therefore little wonder that Christians 
react adversely, and get depressed and anxious about themselves, 
their families, their church, and the world they live in. 

3  Because it impacts our spiritual life
We might say that there are three main elements in our make-up 
that affect our overall well-being: our body, our soul, and our mind 
(our thoughts). These are not three water-tight and disconnected 
entities. There is considerable overlap and connectivity. When our 
body breaks down, it affects our spiritual life and our thinking 
processes. When our spiritual life is in poor condition, our 
thoughts are affected, and often our bodily health and functions 
also. It is therefore no surprise that when our mental health is 
poor, when our thinking processes go awry, there are detrimental 
physical and spiritual consequences. 
The depressed believer cannot concentrate to read or pray. 
He doesn’t want to meet people and so may avoid church and 
fellowships. He often feels God has abandoned him. 
Moreover, it is often the case that faith, instead of being a help, can 
actually cause extra problems in dealing with depression. There 
is, for instance, the false guilt associated with the false conclusion, 
‘Real Christians don’t get depressed’. There is also the usually 
mistaken tendency to locate the cause of mental illness in our 
spiritual life, our relationship with God, which also increases false 
guilt and feelings of worthlessness.
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4  Because it may be prevented or mitigated
Many people have a genetic pre-disposition to depression, perhaps 
traceable to their parents’ genes, which increases the likelihood of 
suffering it themselves. However, even in these cases, knowledge 
of some of the other factors which may be involved in causing 
depression can sometimes help prevent it, or at least mitigate and 
shorten it.
Others, with no genetic pre-disposition to depression, can also 
fall into it, often as a reaction to traumatic life-events. And, 
again, having some knowledge of mental-health strategies and 
techniques can be especially useful in preventing or mitigating and 
shortening the illness. 
One great benefit of having some knowledge about depression is 
that it will prevent the dangerous and damaging misunderstanding 
which often leads people, especially Christians, to view medication 
as a rejection of God and His grace, rather than a provision of 
God.

5  Because it will open doors of usefulness
Increased understanding of depression will make us more 
sympathetic and useful to people suffering from it. This is taught 
by the converse truth in Proverbs 25:20, ‘As he that taketh away 
a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he 
that singeth songs to an heavy heart’. If we saw someone fighting 
for life in the midst of a freezing blizzard, the last thing we 
would do is take his coat away. Such an action would be cruel 
and heartless, and could easily lead to death. But, says the Bible, 
similar dangerous heartlessness is displayed by the person who 
tries to help their depressed friend with superficial humour and 
insensitive exhortations to ‘Cheer up!’
In later articles we shall look in more detail at what friends and 
carers should say and do for those suffering with depression and 
anxiety. However, the general rule is that those who listen most 
and speak least will be the most useful to sufferers. 

6  Because it is so misunderstood
J Lockley writes: ‘Being depressed is bad enough in itself, but being 
a depressed Christian is worse. And being a depressed Christian in 
a church full of people who do not understand depression is like a 
little taste of hell’. As we all know there is a terrible stigma attached 
to mental illness. This is the result of widespread misunderstanding 
about its causes, its symptoms, and the ‘cures’ available. Some of 
this is understandable. Unlike cancer or heart disease or arthritis, 
there is no scan or test which can visibly demonstrate the existence 
of depression/anxiety. It is a largely ‘invisible’ disease. We want to 
be able to point to something and say, ‘There’s the problem!’ When 
we can’t, we often wrongly conclude, ‘There is no problem!’ Or, if 
we are Christians, we may, usually wrongly, conclude, ‘My spiritual 
life is the problem!’ 
This misunderstanding is addressed in the excellent book by 
C Williams, P Richards and I Whitton (a Christian pastor, a 
Christian psychiatrist and a Christian lecturer in psychiatry), I’m 
not supposed to feel like this. Near the beginning of the book, they 
summarise what they believe, and what they do not believe, about 
depression: 
‘What we believe: We believe that all Christians can experience 
worry, fear, upset and depression. We also believe that being a 
Christian does not prevent us or our loved ones from experiencing 
upsetting and challenging problems such as illness, unemployment, 
or relationship and other practical difficulties. 
What we do not believe: Although at times we all choose to act 
in ways that are wrong and this can lead to bad consequences for 
us and for others, we do not see anxiety and depression as always 

being the result of sin; neither do we believe that mental health 
problems are the result of a lack of faith’.
It is absolutely vital for Christians to understand and accept that 
while mental illness usually has serious consequences for our 
spiritual life, mental illness is rarely caused by problems in our 
spiritual life.

7  Because it is a talent to be invested for God
Like all affliction in the lives of Christians, mental illness should 
be viewed as a ‘talent’ (Mt.25:14ff) which can be invested in such 
a way that it brings benefit to us and others, as well as glory to 
God. Dr James Dobson, the Christian psychologist, observed that 
‘nothing is wasted in God’s economy’. That ‘nothing’ includes 
mental illness.  
Mind over Mood (D Greenberger & C Padesky), while not written 
from a Christian perspective, illustrates the possible ‘benefits’ of 
depression thus: ‘An oyster creates a pearl out of a grain of sand. 
The grain of sand is an irritant to the oyster. In response to the 
discomfort, the oyster creates a smooth, protective coating that 
encases the sand and provides relief. The result is a beautiful 
pearl. For an oyster, an irritant becomes the seed for something 
new. Similarly, Mind Over Mood will help you develop something 
valuable from your current discomfort. The skills taught in this 
book will help you feel better and will continue to have value in 
your life long after your original problems are gone’.
It is usually broken people that God uses most. In Passion and 
Purity, Elisabeth Elliot quoted Ruth Stull of Peru: ‘If my life 
is broken when given to Jesus it is because pieces will feed a 
multitude, while a loaf will satisfy only a little lad’.

8  Because we can all improve our mental health
Most Christians try to take preventative (and curative) measures 
to enjoy good physical health and spiritual life. However, there is 
less consciousness of the similar effort required to maintain or 
recover mental health. There is much less awareness of the biblical 
strategies and sound mental techniques that can be used to achieve 
good mental health, which obviously has beneficial consequences 
for our bodies and our souls.
I have never been diagnosed with any kind of mental illness. 
However, like most people, and especially like most ministers, I 
have had low points in my life. My thinking processes have gone 
wrong, causing times of mild depression, and anxiety. 
What I now know about improving and maintaining mental 
health, and what I hope to communicate in later articles, would 
have greatly helped me in these low periods. What I have learned 
is helping me on a daily basis to overcome disappointment and 
handle stressful situations without my mental health suffering as 
much as before.
As I look around me, and especially as I look around the 
church, I can see many people who have not been diagnosed 
with depression, and who are not disabled with it, but who are 
experiencing long-term, low-level depression/anxiety which is 
having its own knock-on effect on their bodily health and their 
spiritual lives. 
I believe that it would not be too difficult for them to learn some 
sound strategies and techniques which will improve mental health, 
and consequently their bodily and spiritual health.

In our next article we will study some of the mistaken views 
Christians have held about depression.
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Acts 21:16 tells of an old disciple, Mnason, with whom 
Paul would lodge at Jerusalem. I take it that he was this 
spiritually-speaking as well as physically. Some are 

converted late in life who are thus ‘young disciples’ despite their 
physical age. I would like us to imagine the sort of man Mnason 
was and so learn from it.
Mnason was probably converted as a youth. The Holy Spirit gave 
him the saving faith to come to Christ, to take His yoke upon 
himself, learn of Him and follow Him, delighting in Christ’s laws. 
Doubtless other youths showed initial enthusiasm in following 
Christ as disciples. Youth is the time for exciting activities, and for 
some, alas, discipleship is simply a great adventure which sooner 
or later comes to an end. The Apostle says, ‘Ye did run well; who 
did hinder you…?’ (Gal.5:7). Who indeed? Why the going back or 
turning aside? 

Temptations of Youth
There are several reasons. Many young followers are based on 
emotions. As ‘disciples’ they would be the centre of attention. 
They would have exciting company. They would have the esteem 
of members, the admiration of little children, and the pride of 
their parents in them. But, alas, the excitement of youth fades. The 
trials come and they have no root (Mt.13:21). The seed was not 
deep enough in their soul to persevere. Some indeed go actively 
and ignorantly on their way though finding prayer and meditative 
study of the Scriptures ‘dull’ – what a superficial ‘gospel’ these 
people spread! Some move into more worldly circles, others marry 
an unconverted person and go out of circulation, whereas others 
have a ‘crisis of faith’ ( ie they realise they never had any).
But Mnason battled on through the attractions of the world and 
the ‘pitfalls’ of religion, rejecting compromise. He prayed, he 
studied, and he chose the best spiritual fellowship available. He 
learned more and more about God, himself, the church and the 
world. The direction of his activities was spiritual. His standard 
was not what promised or led to ‘results’, but what would bring 
glory to God. Unscriptural methods to achieve ends were out! 
He was getting older, he was growing in grace through using the 
means, he was striving to follow Christ more closely (Col.2:6,7), 
he was getting strict with himself, he was determined not to have 
two masters. Young people, examine yourselves for your motives 
in following Christ. Is it because of what you get out of it or what 
glory Christ gets out of it?

Temptations of Middle-Age
Mnason had passed through the temptations of middle-age also. 
Middle-age is the time of careers, families, businesses, socialising 
and increasing prosperity. In these times are also found great 
temptations, when the claims of God can become a matter of 
indifference, when truth becomes a matter of ‘peace at any cost’ 
and when time for the things of God becomes less and less. The 
many ‘necessary things’ mentioned above squeeze God into second 
place, and second place soon becomes commonplace. Such is the 
‘deceitfulness of sin’ (Heb.3:13) and the ‘cares of this world’, that 

souls draw close to damnation without being sensible of their 
danger. More souls are damned by abusing (ie over-using) things 
which are in themselves lawful than by indulging in things which 
are blatantly unlawful! Mnason used the things of this world but 
did not over-use them (1Cor.7:31). He daily reminded himself 
from the Scriptures that he was a ‘stranger and pilgrim’ (1Pet.2:11), 
and watched over himself against ‘the love of the world’ (Jas.4:4 & 
1Jn.2:15).
This is often the period of life when religion becomes formality. It 
becomes as mechanical to go to church on Sunday as it does to go 
to work on Monday. The heart is not in it: reverence towards God 
and the solemnity of His worship are disparaged. All that matters 
now is the outward appearance. But Mnason spiritually and 
vigorously maintained his communion with God through Christ 
and the means of grace supplied by the Holy Spirit. He knew of no 
easy ‘victorious life over sin’. He knew rather the scars accumulated 
by such disciples as ‘endure to the end’ (Gal.6:17; Mt.10:22). ‘If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed’ (Jn.8:31) 
was true of Mnason – is it true of you? 

Temptations of Old Age
Mnason is still bearing fruit in old age (Ps.92:13,14), going up 
with Paul to Jerusalem. He had in his life fought for the honour of 
Christ and defended His truth. He did not now use his advanced 
age as an excuse for doing little or nothing for the sake of Christ 
and His church. Although he knew that Paul would face trouble 
at Jerusalem (v11) he was not afraid to stand with him as Christ’s 
servant – indeed Paul would publicly lodge at his house in that 
hostile city. His love for Paul flowed from his love for Christ. Love 
for God always goes forth in good works, and it is a good work to 
support the Gospel ministry. Do you still have this love, reader? Are 
you ‘careful to maintain good works’? (Tit.3:8). Or does the Lord 
have ‘something against you’ on this matter? (Rev.2:4,5). Alas that 
many old disciples retire not only from employment in the world 
but also from employment in the church. But surely for God’s elect 
there is no retirement from Christ’s service in this world. Only in 
the world to come do ‘they rest from their labours’ (Rev.14:13). 
Old age brings the danger of being indifferent to Christ’s cause. 
Eli was somewhat indifferent to his children’s blasphemies, 
immorality and the corruption brought into the worship of God. 
Demas abandoned the Apostle Paul to face Christ’s foes alone, and 
returned to the respectability of the world.
Old Christians should strive to finish well (2Tim.4:6-8). Those 
who draw back from following Christ into controversy, who 
heed the pseudo-religious ‘Don’t get involved’ should remember 
what the Lord says about ‘drawing back’ (Heb.10:36-39; Lk.9:62). 
Where there is spiritual life there is spiritual activity. The physical 
life steadily decays, but the spiritual life implanted in that young 
disciple has gone on from strength to strength (Ps.84:7 ). There 
is no greater power existing which can quench it (1Jn.4:4). Thus 
saith the Lord, ‘And even to your old age I am He … I will carry 
you’ (Is.46:4). Old Mnason went on with Paul to bring Christ’s 
truth to Jerusalem. He was prepared to die with Paul (v13), and 
live with Christ. Are you?

Mnason
An Old Disciple 

Rev James Clark (Knock & Point)
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Books John Glas & Sandemanianism
A Lesson From Scottish Church History (Part 2)

Charles Webster
Session Clerk, St James' Broughty Ferry Church of Scotland, Dundee

Let us now examine the three main Glasite or Sandemanian 
distinctives: (1) church government, (2) state connection, 
and (3) saving faith.

(1) Church Government
Pure independency or congregationalism stands for the following 
principles, which it considers to be scriptural: Each church or 
congregation is a complete church independent of all others. 
In such a church the governing power rests exclusively with the 
members who are entitled to regulate their own affairs. Officers, 
if they have any, are functionaries of the congregation appointed 
to teach and administer but have no powers beyond that which 
they possess as members. Independent congregations may, without 
violating their principles, form an association or fellowship of like-
minded churches provided the actions of such bodies are strictly 
advisory and not binding on any of the churches. 
The following table shows a comparison of the three most common 
views of church government.

Principle Presbyterianism Independency Episcopacy

Popular Election of 
Office Bearers

a a or r r

Office of Bishop and 
Elder are Identical

a a r

A Plurality of Elders in 
each Congregation acting 
together to Rule

a a or r a

Ordination is an act of a 
Court of Elders

a a or r r

Privilege of Appeal from 
lower to higher
(or from a narrower to a 
broader) Court

a r r

Sole Headship of Christ 
over the Church

a a a or r

It will be seen that pure independency holds to only two but 
a modified independency can hold to as many as five of these 
principles. This was in fact Glas’ position. The Glasite churches 
each had a presbytery of popularly elected ruling elders. In fact the 
Glasites were more presbyterian than independent and due to the 
dominant personalities of Glas and Sandeman, they were in practice 
Episcopalian, at least as long as these two men were alive. Within the 
sphere of their own denomination, Glas and Sandeman exercised 
rule and authority in excess of any contemporary Anglican bishop.

(2) State Connection
The Reformers unanimously held to the state recognition of religion 
or the Establishment Principle as it became known. It maintains as 
scriptural the universal supremacy of Christ as King of nations as 
well as King of the Church, with the consequent duty of nations as 
such and civil rulers in their official capacity to honour and serve 
Christ, to be recognising His truth and promoting His cause. This 
is enshrined in the following confessional statements:
Second Helvetic (Swiss) Confession
Bohemian Confession
Saxony Confession
French Confession
Belgic (Netherlands) Confession
Scots Confession
Westminster Confession
Concerning this Dr Thomas McCrie comments, ‘Such is the 
harmony of the doctrine of the Protestant Churches on this 
matter, that it deserved great attention and from which none 

should depart rashly’. It ought to be added that 
the Establishment Principle is not exclusively 
presbyterian. During the Commonwealth 
period many English independents including 
John Owen held to it. Once accepted as 
scriptural, the Establishment Principle allows 
for the practice of national covenanting should 
such times and circumstances warrant it. Of the 
seven presbyterian denominations currently 
in Scotland, only the United Free Church of 
Scotland dissents from holding this doctrine 
and only the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland recognises the binding nature of the 
National and Solemn League and Covenants.

Voluntaryism
Voluntaryism, or the voluntary principle, on 
the other hand, denies the moral duty and 
obligation of civil rulers and governments 

to uphold, defend and advance the cause of Christ in the world. 
‘Volantaryism’, to quote Principal Cunningham, ‘amounts to this 
in substance, that the only relation that ought to exist between 
church and state is that of entire separation’. Glas was a champion 
of this view. He taught that the very idea of an established church 
was blasphemous, that it makes the kingdom of Christ a kingdom 
of this world and therefore ruins its essential spirituality. It was 
around this whole point rather than independency the bitter battle 
was fought that led to his deposition. Throughout he consistently 
argued his case never deviating from his dearly held principles.
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Against all this John Willison argued, first, that Glas confused the 
state (a divinely given institution) with the world (in the sense of 
fallen mankind and the sinful human order). Secondly, Christ as 
King of nations is to be honoured as such by those nations and as 
King of kings is to be honoured, respected and obeyed by all kings 
in their official capacity. This involves the state (civil magistrate) 
encouraging, protecting and supporting the church, for whilst 
they are separate authorities and each is not to intrude on the 
domestic affairs of the other they are also co-ordinating authorities 
taking their authority from the same head – Christ. Willison 
argued that voluntaryism did in the civil sphere what popery did 
in the ecclesiastical, ie it robbed Christ of His glory by removing 
His headship over the state and making the king sole head, 
and not answerable to Christ. Therefore he further argued that 
voluntaryism robbed Christ of all authority on earth. According 
to Willison, voluntaryism in practice means state atheism and 
secularism. A ruler, in order to be a good ruler, must be a bad man, 
for voluntaryism demands that the ruler in his official capacity 
should not pay homage to Christ as Lord of the state and must 
not support the church – a situation impossible for Christians to 
contemplate.
In practice this pernicious error has taken root in our society and 
has led to the ‘pluralist society’ with all religions being regarded 
officially as on an equal footing, and to the secular society whereby 
the ‘religious’ side of life is limited or relegated to within the walls 
of church or home. It 
has wrought havoc in 
the field of education 
and in the activities 
of parliament, 
especially the 
devolved Scottish 
parliament. It is 
weakening the 
Protestant succession 
to the throne and 
undermining the 
achievements of 
the Revolution 
Settlement, posing a 
direct challenge to our parliamentary democracy with its built-in 
system of checks and balances.

(3) Saving Faith
Both Glas and Sandeman taught that saving faith consisted in 
bare intellectual assent to the truth of the Gospel message. They 
were vehement in their denial that trust was part of faith. This, I 
suggest, was by far the most serious error of the Sandemanians for 
it concerns, if not the heart of the Gospel itself, the heart of the 
sinners response to the Gospel as commanded by God. Compared 
to this issue, church polity, civil establishment and national 
covenanting are of lesser importance. At rock bottom, it concerns 
our personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and because of 
this it deserves to be refuted root and branch.
At the foundational level lies the question: where in the individual 
does saving faith have its seat? Romanism with its doctrine of 
‘implicit faith’ teaches that the seat of faith is in the realm of 
the intellect whilst the Reformers on the other hand taught that 
it is in the will. Glas and Sandeman were basically Roman and 
not Reformed on this crucial issue. That saving faith consists of 
intellectual assent to the truth of the Gospel message we will not 
deny and neither did the Reformers. But, that it consists of ‘bare’ 
intellectual assent ie intellectual assent only, we most certainly do 
deny. The Heideberg Catechism, being representative of Reformed 

theology defines saving faith thus: ‘Saving faith is not only a certain 
knowledge whereby I hold for truth all that God has revealed in 
His Word….’ We will stop there for the time being. The Scriptures 
wherever they come, make a demand on the most educated and 
the most ignorant alike. It is a command that is immediate and 
universal that it should be received and believed, and  unbelief 
is always charged as sin and not merely ignorance or mental 
incapacity.
The faith that the Scriptures demand must therefore be a moral 
act and must depend on the spiritual congeniality of the believer 
with the truth. By nature we are spiritually blind and subjects of 
an evil heart of unbelief (2Cor.3:14; 4:4). Believers are said to be 
enlightened and to discern the things of the Spirit (Acts 13:47; 
2Cor.4:6; Eph.1:17-18; 1Jn.2:20,27 & 5:9-10). Men believe because 
they are enabled and taught by God (Jn.6:44-45). The knowledge 
of faith rests in a positive recognition of the truth, in which man 
accepts as true all that God says in His Word, especially what 
He says concerning the deep depravity of sin and redemption 
through Christ. Professor Berkhof insists that we must maintain 
that this sure knowledge is of the essence of the faith. Please note, 
however, that this sure knowledge is a far cry from ‘bare intellectual 
assent’ and even further from the opinion that mere intellectual 
acceptance of the truth is the whole of faith.
The Heidelberg Catechism continues its definition by saying 
that, ‘…saving faith is a hearty trust, which the Holy Spirit works 

by the Gospel in my 
heart’. The uniform 
and single means of 
salvation presented 
in the Scriptures 
is expressed in the 
words: believe in or 
on Christ (Jn.7:38, 
Acts 9:42 & 16:31, 
Gal.2:16).
To believe in or on 
a person necessarily 
implies trust as well 
as credit. This is also 
proved by the usage 

of such expressions as, by faith in or on Christ. Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for but the basis of hope is trust.
Scripture uses similar expressions as: receiving Christ; looking to 
Christ; flying to Christ; coming to Christ; committing or entrusting. 
All these illustrate as well as designate the act of saving faith and 
all equally imply trust as an essential element. For we can receive, 
or come to, or look to Christ only in the character of one who has 
removed God’s wrath from us, one who is our advocate interceding 
for us and as our deliverer in which He presents Himself to us. 
Professor Berkhof is fully justified in writing of trust as being the 
crowning element of saving faith. Such faith carries with it a certain 
feeling of safety and security, of gratitude and joy.
The Heildelberg Catechism puts it this way: ‘My only comfort in 
life and in death is that I with my body and soul in this life and 
in death am not my own but belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who has fully satisfied for all my sins and so preserves 
me that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my 
heavenly Father; yea that all things must be subservient to my 
salvation and therefore by His Holy Spirit He makes me sincerely 
willing and ready henceforth to live unto Him’.
The difference lies in this: Sandemanian saving faith is rooted in 
a bare proposition, requiring assent to a simple formula. Biblical 
saving faith is rooted and grounded in a person – the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our salvation does not lie in assent to doctrine, however 

"Trust is the crowning 
element of saving faith"
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true or intellectually demanding, but rather in our commitment 
(trust) to a person – the Lord Jesus.
If for no other reason, we must not weep over the virtual extinction 
of Sandemanianism, for it ended up perverting the biblical 
response to the Gospel. Little wonder it did die out, for instead 
of pointing people to the person of Christ, the living, true, holy, 
loving, merciful, gracious, majestic almighty Son of God, and 
counselling them to trust Him, it guided them to the arid lifeless 
desert of the human intellect.

Conclusions
Doubtless Glas, in his earlier ministry at least, was motivated by 
what he considered to be of the highest importance – the purity of 
Christ’s church, the unrestricted preaching of the Gospel to all in 
as simple a form as possible, the sacredness of conscience, and the 
authority and rule of Scripture were all dear to him and his earlier 
followers. We can learn many lessons from Glas.
Conscience is a gift from God and it is our duty to ensure that 
once cleansed by the blood of Christ we keep it clean and pure 
and free from bondage, for God alone is Lord of the conscience. 
Clearly, state establishment and church polity became troublesome 
to Glas’ conscience through change of belief, but the route he 
chose to preserve the integrity of conscience – unilateral action 
and breach of ordination vows – whilst presumably satisfying 
himself, violated the consciences of others such as John Willison, 
who was anxious to maintain the unity and peace of the church, 
and to defend its doctrine and maintain its presbyterian polity in 
terms of the formula of subscription at ordination. Only three 
weeks prior to the Strathmartine communion Willison, senior to 
Glas in age and experience, graciously counselled Glas to desist 
from his now common practice of decrying the established church 
and the covenants and advocating independency, otherwise his (ie 
Willison’s) conscience would not permit him to keep silent on the 
issue in Presbytery.
In the light of this, Glas’ Strathmartine sermon was an act of folly, 
inexcusable provocation and rebellion. We may never, whatever 
the issue, permit our conscience to ride roughshod over the 
consciences of others, be they weaker or stronger brethren.
The purity of the church, like personal holiness, is a goal for 
which we should strive but shall never succeed in reaching this 
side of eternity. By separating off the congregational sheep from 
the presbyterian goats in the Tealing church in order to create a 
pure church, Glas acted in a high-handed and schismatic manner. 
God alone can examine the heart, therefore it is not proof of 
regeneration but credibility of profession of faith in Christ that is 
expected of church members. The creating of a church within a 
church limited to only some of the church members and not open 
to all is an unwise practice in Christianity.
Concerning the meaningful preaching of the Gospel to all classes 
and kinds of people, we ought to remember that Glas lived in an 
age when the Church of Scotland was blighted on the one hand by 
the deistic moderates who preached good manners, social graces, 
cultural improvement and little else. On the other hand the church 
was crippled in its evangelism by hyper-Calvinists who made the 
unrestricted preaching of the Gospel impossible by denying its 
universal call. We can therefore sympathise with efforts made at the 
time to break out of the double straitjacket. The evangelicals were 
those who put up a valiant fight for the Gospel and its unrestricted 
preaching. Glas and Sandeman tried to achieve this by ‘bare 
essentials’ preaching and minimising the demands it makes on its 
hearers. However, the Gospel is best preached when the person of 
Christ is most honoured and when He is portrayed as the object of 
faith. The demands it makes are no less than a hearty commitment 
to Christ.

Let me finish by quoting from an outstanding evangelical of 18th 
century Scotland, the godly Thomas Boston: ‘You must wholly 
trust Christ as your Saviour, and in His righteousness as made over 
to you; and for His whole salvation to you in particular, upon the 
ground of God’s faithfulness in His Word. And this is that saving 
faith or believing on Jesus Christ by which a sinner is united to 
Him and personally entered within the covenant of grace unto 
salvation. This is the scriptural receiving and resting upon Christ. 
It is the receiving of Him in the sense of John 1:12, “As many as 
received him, to them  gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name”. Moreover this is believing 
on Christ in the Scripture sense of that manner of expression, 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.’ 
(Isaiah 26:3). And indeed one cannot devise what way a person 
can rest on a word, or a soul or spirit can rest on a person, but by 
trusting in or on them’. 

State Recognition of Religion 

A Brief Comparison of Views

Establishment Principle: This is enshrined in most of the major 
Reformed Confessions and has its most classical expression in 
chapter 23 of the Westminster Confession of Faith. In this the 
Church and State are seen to be Divinely ordained authorities 
under God, both of which owe allegiance to Christ as King of the 
Church and King of Nations. Church and State are to be mutually 
supportive of each other in the service of Christ in their respective 
spheres but they are not to interfere with each other’s areas of 
responsibility.

Voluntary Principle: The total separation of Church and State. 
This principle is held (probably without their being aware of it) by 
many modern evangelical churches and fellowships.

Erastian Principle: The State controls the Church. This is the 
position of the Church of England whereby the Queen through 
Parliament appoints the Bishops.

Papal Principle: The Church controls the State. This is the position 
held by the Roman Catholic Church whereby it teaches that the 
Pope as the Vicar of Christ has claim to the allegiance of civil 
rulers.

Prominent Sandemanians

Michael Faraday (Scientist)
William Baxter (Dundee textile manufacturer)

John Dewar (Whisky Distiller)
Arthur Bell (Whisky Distiller)
Robert Boswell W.S. (Lawyer)

George Sandeman (Wine Importer)
David Lloyd George (Prime Minister)
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End of Roman Catholic 
Adoptions

Prime Minister Tony Blair stated on 29th 
January that Roman Catholic adoption 

agencies must consider placing children 
with gay parents. Blair ruled that there 
should be no opt-outs for new equality laws. 
Roman Catholic leaders said the decision 
would mean the end for their two adoption 
agencies in Scotland. Peter Kearney, the 
RC’s spokesman in Scotland, said: ‘It is 
impossible to see how a Catholic adoption 
agency could remain in business. This 
is a full-scale assault on religious belief ’. 

The agencies in Scotland, St. Margaret’s in 
Glasgow, and St. Andrew’s in Edinburgh, 
found homes for 46 children last year.
Blair did agree to give adoption agencies 
a two-year ‘breathing space’ to adjust to 
the new rules, saying it was a ‘sensible 
compromise’ to an issue which had sparked 
weeks of bitter Cabinet in-fighting.
The Scottish Orange Lodge’s Grand 
Master, Ian Wilson, announced that the 
Protestant fraternity would support the 
Roman Church in its struggle with Blair. 
The Grand Master told The Scotsman that 
leaders of the Catholic Church had a right 
to be heard on such moral issues in politics. 

Wilson spoke after Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy O’Connor said: ‘If people weren’t 
able to act according to their conscience 
for the sake of the common good in our 
country, it would be a lack of freedom for 
religious conviction’. Wilson noted, ‘There 
has to be more tolerance of the views 
of people of faith, and that includes the 
Cardinal’. 

National Council of Churches 
condemns Editor’s Murder

The murder of Hrant Dink on 19th 
January, in Istanbul, ‘is a devastating 

News

A  group of about 40 young 
people gathered once again in 
the  Windmill Christian Centre, 

Arbroath, through the weekend of the 
9th to the 12th of February, where again 
there was enjoyable fellowship, lots of 
fun activities, group discussions, and 
most important, hearing the word of our 
most high God.

The speaker this year was the  Rev 
Harry Woods and his topic was 'Christ 
- Prophet, Priest and King'. Mr Woods 
talked to us about how Christ was 
our prophet on earth because of His 
revealing things unknown to His people, 
that He is our priest because of His 
sacrifice and constant intercession for us, 
and king because we are, and always will 
be, serving Him.

Mr Woods gave a short but comprehensive 
introduction to 'Christ the Prophet' on 
the Friday evening, and on the Saturday 
gave longer talks dealing with 'Christ 
the Priest' and 'Christ the King'. On 
the Sabbath he preached two helpful 
sermons expanding on aspects of the 
subject, concluding on Sabbath evening 
with a powerful sermon on Rev 11:15: 
'The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 

ever'.  The talks are available online at 
www.bible-sermons.org.uk.

The fellowship was fantastic and on 
the Saturday Mr Woods organised some 
questions for us to discuss in our groups, 
which got all groups interacting and 
giving their different viewpoints. Also on 
Sabbath there was a question time which 
went on into the night as Mr Woods went 
through a boxful of questions, giving 
many great and very helpful answers.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable weekend, 
and we thank Mr Woods and his wife 
for their time spent with us over the 
weekend. We hope and pray that these 
talks will continue to touch the lives 
of others present and absent from the 
weekend, that God Himself will take the 
glory, and that the other weekends will 
be as special as this one if we are spared 
to see them.

Arbroath 2007

Rev Harry Woods

Report by Stephen Campbell
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development’, said Archbishop Vicken 
Aykazian, diocesan legate and ecumenical 
officer, Diocese of the Armenian Orthodox 
Church of America. ‘The Armenian people 
around the world are mourning his death’, 
said Aykazian, who is also president-elect 
of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the USA (NCC). Dink, 53, was 
the owner and editor of Agos, the largest 
weekly Turkish-Armenian newspaper 
in Istanbul. ‘He’s the latest victim of the 
Turkish genocide of the Armenian people 
that began in 1915’, said Aykazian. ‘He died 
because he had the courage to say there was 
a genocide’ by the Ottoman Turks against 
Armenians. Dink had been convicted of 
insulting Turkish identity by publicly 
writing about the Armenian genocide 
and was given a suspended sentence. New 
laws in Turkey forbid public statements 
criticizing the country.

Scottish Reformed Conference

The eighteenth Scottish Reformed 
Conference is due to be held on 

Saturday 12th May 2007 from 10.00am 
to 3.30pm at Hamilton College, Bothwell 
Road, Hamilton. The speakers are Dr Liam 
Goligher, Duke Street Church, Richmond, 
London and the Rev David Carmichael, 
Abbeygreen Church of Scotland, 
Lesmahagow. The Conference costs £5 for 
adults, £4 for students, with 17s and under 
free. Bookings can be made online at the SRC 
website www.scottishreformedconference.
org or by applying to Robert Walker, 
2 Waterside Cottages, Bankhead 
Road, Kirkintilloch G66 3LH. 

3000 Christians added each day 
in China

A report from Voice of the Martyrs, 
a US-based Christian group that 

works specifically to help members of 
the persecuted Christian church, reports 
that worship services are being broken up 
by police officers, participants arrested, 

Bibles confiscated, and Christian church 
buildings demolished. In spite of this, an 
estimated 3,000 people every day come to a 
knowledge of Jesus Christ in China.

Home-schooled Girl removed 
from Family 

A 15-year-old home-school teenager in 
Germany has been taken away from 

her family and placed in a child psychiatry 
unit on 1st February, 2007. Melissa 
Busekros was forcibly removed from her 
parents’ custody by over 15 police officers. 
The girl has been placed in the child 
psychiatry unit of the Nuremberg clinic. 
This is a case of Germany attempting to 
keep down a surge in the popularity of 
home-schooling which remains illegal in 
Germany. Homeschooling was first banned 
under Adolf Hitler, and that ban is still 
enforced today. In the summer of 2005, 
Melissa was told she would have to repeat 
the seventh grade at the government school 
because she was failing maths and Latin. 
She had good grades in the rest of her 
classes, so her parents tutored her at home 
for those two subjects. When the school 
officials found out they were angry and 
then expelled Melissa, so the family began 
to home-school full time. However, the 
Youth Welfare office then took the family to 
court because they were home-schooling. 
Then, on Tuesday, January 30, 2007, social 
workers and police officers came to the 
Busekros home and forcibly took Melissa 
to the child psychiatric unit where she was 
questioned for four hours before she was 
returned home. Then two days later, 15 
police officers and social workers came to 
the Busekros home and took Melissa away 
from her parents by force and placed her 
in the child psychiatric unit. According 
to Melissa’s father, Hubert Busekros, this 
treatment was justified by the psychiatrist’s 
finding two days previously that Melissa 
was supposedly developmentally delayed 
by one year and that she suffered from 
school phobia. A German education group 

which supports the right of parents to 
home-school their children, The Netzwerk 
Bildungsfreiheit [the Network for Freedom 
of Education], has condemned the ‘police/
state action’. It is amazing that a free nation 
would put a home-schooled child in a 

psychiatric ward for ‘school phobia’.

Christians Flee Iraq

Latest figures from the UN estimate that 
around 3.7 million Iraqis – 1 in 8 – 

have been forced out of their homes by the 
violence. While many Iraqis were displaced 
before 2003, it is estimated in 2006 that 
nearly 500,000 fled to other areas of the 
country, and between 40,000 – 50,000 flee 
their homes every month. Christians, who 
made up only 3-4% of the population 
of Iraq, account for nearly a quarter of 
the refugee population. The number of 
Christians left in Iraq has fallen from 1.4 
million in the 1980s to less than 500,000 
now.  The high number of Christian 
refugees is not accidental; it is part of the 
plan of Muslim insurgent groups to clear 
Iraq of its Christian heritage. Christian 
refugees will commonly tell of being given 
a timeframe – two days, a week– to leave 
their homes or face death at the hands of 
insurgent groups. In this time they have to 
pack up what they can for the long journey 

Desk

The Buskeros Family
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and their new life. Some try to sell items to pay for the passage, 
but find few buyers. After all, say some Muslims, why pay for 
something, when it will be available for free in a few days time? 
Some simply do not get the chance to go back to their homes. 
Ebrahim was too scared to take his family back to their house, and 
so sent his neighbour to collect food and clothing for the journey.

Victory for Street Evangelist 
Colin Hart, The Christian Institute

Carlisle Council has been forced to apologise for getting the 
law wrong after it tried to stop a street evangelist handing out 

gospel tracts. This is a victory for The Christian Institute’s Legal 
Defence Fund. It shows the need for this kind of work. An official 
from Carlisle Council told Keith Bullock, an evangelist with 
Open Air Mission (OAM), that he could not hand out Christian 
literature in the city centre without their permission. The Council 
claimed it was exercising legal powers that came into force last 
year. The new powers are aimed at preventing litter caused by 
large numbers of handbills handed out by nightclubs and other 
businesses. However, Carlisle Council seemed unaware that these 
laws do not apply to religious literature.
Open Air Mission contacted The Christian Institute for help. After 
checking out the law they helped their Director, Andy Banton, 
write to Carlisle Council explaining their legal rights. He pointed 
out that religious literature was exempt and asked for confirmation 
that Mr Bullock could continue his work. The council responded 
immediately with an unconditional apology. OAM have asked 
for the religious exemptions (found in section 1(4) of Schedule 
3 to the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005) 
to be brought to the attention of other council officials so this 
unfortunate mistake is not repeated. 
After the Council climb-down, Andy Banton said, ‘We are grateful 
to The Christian Institute for helping us. It was their advice that 
has enabled us to resolve this issue so quickly and protect our 
freedom to proclaim the gospel. We appreciate the willingness of 
the Council to admit its mistake and we are glad Keith can get on 
with his work of bringing the Gospel to the people of Carlisle’. 
Please pray for the Institute as they handle the many requests for 
help which come in. 
Please pray:
 * for wisdom and sensitivity in assessing cases and providing 
support;
 * for those lawyers who work with them in the defence of religious 
liberty;
 * for Christians facing mistreatment at work because of their faith. 
Please remember in particular two social workers that the Institute 
are seeking to help because of their Christian stand at work

Back to God Hour Reaching millions

The Back to God Hour’s (BTGH) ability to reach people with 
the gospel through media has increased – and it shows in 

the number of people who are connecting with the Chicago-
based electronic media ministry. In 2006, BTGH’s nine language 
ministries received more than 1.7 million contacts from people 
in 170 countries around the world! That number is up from 1.3 
million contacts in 2005, and 867,000 in 2004.

Bruce Metzger Dies

Dr Bruce Metzger of Princeton Seminary died on 13th February 
2007 at the age of 93. Though identified as a conservative in 

the contemporary Presbyterian Church (USA), Metzger was a 
key figure in the development of the Revised Standard Version of 

the Bible and General Editor for its successor, the New Revised 
Standard Version. Products of the National Council of Churches, 
both deviate from the Received Text and contrast with the 
Authorized Version of 1611. In a Council of Churches statement, 
Rev Bob Edgar, NCC General Secretary, stated, ‘I don’t think it is 
an exaggeration to say the RSV would not have happened had it 
not been for Bruce Metzger’. Edgar continued, ‘His leadership and 
scholarship were the reasons there is a translation of the Bible we 
call the New Revised Standard Version’. Metzger helped produce 
the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament and wrote 
several books on textual criticism, including The Text of the New 
Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration (1964, 
1968, 1991) and Manuscripts of the Greek Bible: An Introduction 
to Palaeography (1981). At the time of his death, Metzger was the 
George L Collord Professor Emeritus of New Testament Language 
and Literature at Princeton Seminary. After earning a bachelor’s 
degree from Lebanon Valley College in 1935, Metzger obtained the 
bachelor of theology in 1938 and the doctorate in classics in 1942 
from Princeton University. Metzger began teaching at Princeton 
and remained with the institution for 46 years. Metzger entered 
the ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1939 as other 
Princeton men were leaving it to form the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, the Bible Presbyterian Church and Westminster and Faith 
Seminaries.

Mexican Persecution of Evangelicals

Persecution of evangelical Christians in the southern state 
of Chiapas ‘is accelerating daily in the indigenous regions’, 

according to Mexico’s National Bar of Christian Lawyers. Most 
of the problems stem from small town leaders’ insistence that 
evangelicals pay quotas for the festivals of ‘traditional Catholics’ 
– a blend of native ‘traditional’ religions and Catholicism – or else 
they will be expelled from their homes and their properties seized, 
said Alfonso Farrera, director of the Bar. The organization directed 
by Farrera has told the government it has records of 200 cases of 
unresolved religious intolerance in Chiapas, including ‘threats, 
intimidation, and robbery or expulsion from their communities 
or death’.

New Website 
Rev Greg Macdonald

As some of you will already be aware our church website, at 
www.fccontinuing.org had a revamp earlier this year. As well 

as the usual church related information (such as service times in 
local congregations & contact details) we have included several 
regular features to the site. Accessed from the front page we have 
weekly short Gospel and Devotional pieces as well as all the latest 
news items relating to our Church and the Gospel in our land. 
Behind these headlines, one click of the mouse takes you a more 
detailed news page, rather like an online equivalent of this section 
in The Witness.
There are regular Sermons added to the site to read, listen to, or 
occasionally watch. You will also find topical columns (testimonies, 
focussing on one congregation etc) and longer articles on church 
history and principles. For younger folk and interested parents 
there is a kids’ page with articles, puzzles and quizzes. We can also 
upload your Sunday School Outing photos to a special page. You 
can subscribe to almost all the regular articles. This means your 
computer will tell you when we have added new material to that 
page, or even download it straight to your computer. We hope the 
new site will benefit the souls of all who visit it.
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Following the Lord is not merely about believing, and 
Christianity devoid of doing is like a body without the 
spirit (Jas.2:26). There is a Christianity which is like the 

fruitless fig tree of Luke 13, it ‘cumbereth the ground’, and there is 
a theology like the salt of Matthew 5:13, it has ‘lost its savour’ and 
is ‘good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men’.  
This Christianity has a theology empty of social interaction, a 
lifeless Christianity, which is a social irrelevance, and whatever 
it is, it is not that marvellous, experimental, world-transforming 
religion called ‘Calvinism’, and whatever it is, it is not the 
Christianity of a Chalmers or a Begg.
The theology of the original Free Church was Calvinism in action. 
Theirs was a Christianity that made a difference, not only to 
Scottish theological life, but also to Scottish social life because 
theirs was Calvinism with a social conscience. It might be said that 
in Matthew 25:31-46 not one direct word is said about preaching, 
or evangelism, or public worship, or creedal orthodoxy. A division 
is drawn (v32) – the ‘sheep’ on the right, the ‘goats’ on the left 
(v33). Those on the right enjoy eternal life; those on the left 
suffer eternal torment (v46).  What distinguishes them is a social 
conscience. 
In vv35-36 Jesus describes the true-hearted Christian’s social 
interaction in terms of a physical ministering to the hungry, 
thirsty, naked, and sick; and an emotional and psychological 
ministering to the foreigner, the lonely, and the threatened. He 
says, ‘I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me’. This is the kind of Christianity that ‘shall go into 
life eternal’ and this is the Christianity that characterised the early 
Free Church.
Of Thomas Chalmers, Carlyle wrote, ‘When so many of us are 
wringing our hands in hopeless despair over the vileness and 
wretchedness of the large towns, there goes [Chalmers], shovel in 
hand … It is a beautiful sight’. In Glasgow, Chalmers resurrected 
the work of the deacon so that God’s servants went among the 
poor and needy ‘proving themselves by word and deed the true 
but enlightened friend[s] of all…’ And of ministering to the 
desperate social and spiritual needs of the sick, the hungry, and the 
illiterate of Scotland’s sons, Chalmers said, it is ‘a matter of love’.
The mighty James Begg also had no less tender a social conscience. 
Begg’s hand was in the ‘Scottish Social Reform Association’. He 
championed the formation of the Free Church ‘Committee on 
Social Evils’ (1859), the ‘Committee on the State of Religion and 
Morals’ (1860), and the ‘Committee on Working-Class Housing’ 
(1858). Begg would have every man own his ‘wee bit hill and 
glen’.

Begg and Chalmers’ Christianity was Calvinism with a social 
conscience. They saw the ignorant, the hungry, the lonely, the 
threatened, the homeless and poor, and saw it as ‘a matter of love’ 
to Jesus that they minister to them.
‘Following the Lord’ is not merely about believing, it is also about 
doing. Jesus says in v46 that there is a kind of Christianity that 
‘shall go away into everlasting punishment’ and another that shall 
go ‘into life eternal’. Let us be sure that our Christianity has a social 
conscience; it’s time to start making a difference.

A Social Conscience
Matthew 25

Rev James Frew

LORD, IT BELONGS NOT TO MY CARE

Lord, it belongs not to my care
Whether I die or live;

To love and serve Thee is my share,
And this Thy grace must give.

If life be long, I will be glad,
That I may long obey;

If short, yet why should I be sad
To welcome endless day?

Christ leads me through no darker rooms
Than He went through before;

He that unto God’s kingdom comes
Must enter by this door.

Come, Lord, when grace hath made me meet
Thy blessèd face to see;

For if Thy work on earth be sweet
What will Thy glory be!

Then I shall end my sad complaints
And weary sinful days,

And join with the triumphant saints
That sing my Saviour’s praise.

My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim;

But ’tis enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him.

Richard Baxter (1615-1691)
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Conspiracy of Faith 
Fighting for Justice after 

Child Abuse

Graham Wilmer 
Lutterworth Press 

pbk, 127pp, £12 50

Some books are very disturbing and this is 
one of them. It is well written, comes from 
the heart and brings a horrid message. 

The author began his secondary education 
at the Roman Catholic Salesian College 
in Chertsey, Surrey as a bright, intelligent 
young fellow in 1963. He left in 1968 with no 
qualifications, depressed, withdrawn, lonely 
and psychologically scarred for the rest of his 
life. His Maths teacher, H C Madley, pretending 
to be giving him extra tuition, repeatedly and 
horribly sexually abused him for two years. 
Madley warned him that he must not tell 
anyone. It was their secret. There would be 
serious consequences if he did. Madley said 
typically that if he spoke about it, ‘No one will 
believe you’. Eventually, following the death 
of his best friend in a rugby accident, the 
bereaved family requested that he act as an 
altar boy at the funeral. Knowing that he would 
be expected to take mass he confessed all to 
a priest at the school. This led to a thorough 
questioning by the headmaster and he was told 
not to worry and not to tell anyone including 
his parents about it. The school would deal with 
it. Madley was simply moved to another school. 
The Roman Catholic authorities covered it 
up, though as it later emerged Madley had 
confessed everything to them. The name of 
the institution must be protected at all costs. 
We have heard of such things in other settings.

When Wilmer left school he obtained work 
as an assistant window cleaner but sadly he 
was similarly assaulted by his new boss and 
threatened with dire consequences if he told 
anyone. Also there was the typical comment 
when he tried to resist, ‘After everything I have 
done for you, given you a job, looked after 
you…’. Eventually in fear he told the police 

but they did not believe him. He was accused 
of wasting police time. He moved to London 
to work in a store where again he was attacked. 

Moving on to another job the abuse ended 
and he married and had children. He was 
able to get work as a writer and journalist, 
his natural talents coming through. The early 
abuse remained with him leading years later 
to serious mental disorder. Nightmares from 
the past troubled him and he contemplated 
suicide. Eventually he came to the decision 
that he must seek justice even from the point 
of view of protecting others. He told the 
police and threatened the School with legal 
action. He discovered that the criminal court 
system is weighted in favour of the criminal 
not the victim. He had no proof. The priests 
concerned denied that they knew anything of 
the abuse and so did Madley. The case had to 
be dropped. He began The Lantern Project 
(www.survivorslantern.org) for the support of 
those abused as children. Within twelve months 
he had made contact with 20,000 people all 
over the world who had similar experiences. 

The murder of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman 
impressed upon him the need to raise the 
matter again. Direct contact was made with his 
abuser and amazingly Madley, now a sad old 
man, admitted to the whole affair. The police 
were called. He was arrested, confessed all to 
the police, but when the case came to court it 
was thrown out on a technicality. How often in 
these cases clever lawyers are able to protect the 
guilty! Sadly, according to this book, one in four 
UK children are abused sexually. Over 90% of 
cases go unreported to the police and only 
2% of the cases reported end in a successful 
prosecution. Thankfully Wilmer himself has 
reached some degree of normality as part of a 
happy family circle. But what a wicked society 
we live in! What hypocrisy is to be found in 
churches! Let us be more ready to listen to the 
abused and seek redress for them whatever 
happens to the good name of the church or 
institution. Let us show compassion to the 
victim rather than protecting the offender.

William Macleod

Books
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Travel with Lloyd-Jones
Philip H Eveson 

DayOne 

pbk, 128pp, £10 00

Dr D M Lloyd-Jones was a very gifted 
medical doctor, but once converted 

he wanted to be a doctor of souls, and we 
remember him as a very faithful minister, 
a great preacher, a man of prayer and 
humble man of God. This biography is by 
Philip Eveson who is principal of London 
Theological Seminary. It contains many 
interesting pictures and useful information 
about Dr Lloyd-Jones. 
Lloyd-Jones was as a young man brought to 
confess his problem of soul: ‘My trouble was 
not only that I did things that were wrong, 
but that I myself was wrong at the very centre 
of my being’. Having found Christ he was 
called of God to be a preacher, ‘The precise 
nature of my future activities remains to 
be settled, but nothing can or will prevent 
my going about to tell people of “the good 
news”’. He had a strong desire to work as an 
evangelist among the poorer, working-class 
people of Wales. His own father had urged 
him before he died not to forget the poor. 
It was a great embarrassment to Lloyd-
Jones to find national newspapers carrying 
such headlines as ‘Harley-Street Doctor to 
become a Minister’. He resolutely refused 
to give any interviews or to pose for any 
photographs. 
His wife Bethan never forgot the time 
when she literally sat at Martyn’s feet in 
their hotel room while he went over the 
main points of a sermon he was preparing. 
She was converted under his ministry. He 
showed her that despite all her religious 
background she was a sinner in need of 
forgiveness like those who had no religion. 
When Lloyd-Jones began his ministry 
in Wales the membership of the church 
stood at 146. When he left for London, 
the membership had risen to 514. He 
certainly urged people to submit to God 
in Christ, but he never encroached on 

what he felt to be the work of the Holy 
Spirit to move people to respond. Lloyd-
Jones did not support the methods of 
modern evangelism, such as ‘appeals’ or 
‘altar calls’. He was similarly unhappy at the 
way the Billy Graham Crusades accepted 
sponsorship from clergymen who were 
liberal in their views of the Bible and from 
Roman Catholics.
We do not agree with some aspects of 
his doctrine of the Holy Spirit and we 
believe we must sing only Psalms in public 
worship, however Dr Lloyd-Jones was a 
great man who loved the Puritans and 
Reformed theology, desired revival and 
believed in the authority of preaching. 

Even the liberal German theologian Emil 
Brunner said that he never heard such 
great preaching as that of Lloyd-Jones. He 
was a minister to ministers. Jim Packer 
confessed that he learned what preaching 
is from Lloyd-Jones. Professor F F Bruce 
of Manchester University described him 
as ‘a thoroughly humble man. Those who 
charged him with arrogance were wildly 
mistaken… No one has arisen since to fill 
the place which he occupied in the spiritual 
life of Britain’. He was a good husband, 
father, and grandfather who spent time 
with his family. He considered the calling of 
preacher to be the highest calling.

Carl Henry, the first editor of the influential 

American magazine Christianity Today 

interviewed Lloyd-Jones for the February 

1980 edition. When asked about future 

world history Dr Lloyd-Jones was very 

pessimistic. He said, ‘I think we are 

witnessing the breakdown of politics… 

Civilization is collapsing’. His parting words 

were: ‘Flee from the wrath to come’ and 

‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ’. 

In 1977, when James Callaghan was Prime 

Minister, he was offered a CBE in the 

Queen’s Honours’ List but he graciously 

declined it. He considered it inappropriate 

for a minister of the Gospel to be awarded 

such honours by the State.

On the Thursday before his death Dr Lloyd-

Jones wrote with a shaky hand the following 

words in Welsh for his wife Bethan and the 

family, ‘Do not pray for healing. Do not 

hold me back from the glory’. As he lay 

dying the consultant said to him that it 

grieved him to see his patient ‘weary, worn 

and sad’. With all the strength he could 

muster he whispered ‘Not sad! Not sad!’ 

A month later, a thanksgiving service was 

held at Westminster Chapel, London. The 

singing was tremendous as nearly three 

thousand voices joined together to give 

God thanks for a man who had touched 

their lives for good in a variety of ways 

over a period of more than fifty years. 

Bethan’s own estimate of Lloyd-Jones is 

worth noting: ‘No one will ever understand 

my husband unless they first of all realize 

that he was a man of prayer and then an 

evangelist.’ 

Do you want to be a better preacher? Read 

Lloyd-Jones!

Do you want to be a more faithful Christian? 

Read Lloyd-Jones!

Do you want to know the biblical Gospel? 

Read Lloyd-Jones!

Jaeyoon Kim

Books
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In the March issue of the Witness we considered part one of Henry 
Scougal’s seminal treatise, The Life of God in the Soul of Man. 
In that part, poignantly and skilfully, he establishes on what sure 
foundations ‘true religion’ stands.

In this greatly treasured, hugely influential and edifying work, 
he first reminds each and every believer that the root of the 
Divine life is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, while the ‘chief 

branches are love to God, charity to man, purity and humility’. 
In part two, to which we now come, he expands on this theme 
by turning to the excellence and advantage of the true Christian 
religion. 

New Birth
Firstly, Scougal describes the wonderful change wrought in the 
new-born or regenerate man or woman, boy or girl. They were 
formerly dead in their trespasses and sins, but they have been 
made alive by the sovereign grace of God, with a consequent 
transformation to holiness of life (Eph.2:1-5).
‘Holiness’, writes Scougal, ‘is the right temper, the vigorous and 
healthful constitution of the soul’. He continues: ‘its faculties 
had formerly been enfeebled and disordered [by the insidious 
and pervasive effects of sin], so that they could not exercise their 
natural functions; it had wearied itself with endless tossings and 
rollings, and was never able to find any rest. Now, that distemper 
being removed, it feels itself well, there is due harmony in its 
faculties, and a sprightly vigour possesseth every part’. Such is the 
experience of all born-again Christians. 

The effects of the Fall
As the Canons of the Synod of Dort accurately confirm: ‘Man was 
originally formed after the image of God. His understanding was 
adorned with a true and saving knowledge of his Creator, and of 
spiritual things; his heart and will were upright, all his affections 
pure, and the whole man was holy. But, revolting from God by 
the instigation of the devil and by his own free will, he forfeited 
these excellent gifts; and in the place thereof became involved in 
blindness of mind, horrible darkness, vanity, and perverseness of 
judgment; became wicked, rebellious, and obdurate in heart and 
will, and impure in his affections’. 
Such a view of man stands in stark contrast to the conceited, 
egotistical and patently false construction beloved of 
the overwhelming majority of folk in our day. In spite of 
God’s revelation, man’s own conscience, and the evidence of 
contemporary history, all too many people cling to the idea that 
man is evolving to a higher or more perfect morality or state. 
Others, in their arrogance and ignorance, could not care less. Their 
God is their belly! ‘Eat, drink and be merry’ is their philosophy 
of life. Self-attainment in the pursuit of riches and status; self-

gratification and the pursuit of individual happiness; these are the 
only things that count to such individuals. 

Regeneration 
However, Holy Scripture states categorically that there is no-one 
righteous, no not one (Rom.3:10). Do we not regularly pray that 
our great and gracious God would convict men and women 
of their sin? That He would show them their corruption and 
depraved nature? That they might recognise their total depravity 
and impotence before an infinitely just and holy God, and flee to 
the Saviour? 
We do so because we know that there can be no righteousness 
before God without faith in Christ. And there can be no true faith 
in Christ without new life. Acknowledging the necessity of new 
Spiritual birth, therefore, Scougal turns to the crucial importance 
of holiness in the Christian life. Why? Because this and the other 
fruits naturally spring from regeneration and are, indeed, the 
evidence that it has taken place.

Holiness
Scougal rightly identifies holiness as the key to the Christian life. 
Holiness in a biblical sense, of course, means so much more than 
simply leading ethical or moral lives (although these qualities and 
virtues are integral to it). 
God makes clear to believers that they are each called out of the 
world or set apart (sanctified) to serve and glorify Him who is 
infinitely holy. Believers are commanded ‘be holy; for I am holy’ 
(Lev.11:44). 
Crucially, it is God Himself who calls His adopted children out 
of the world and furnishes them with the requisite grace to make 
their calling and election sure (2Pet.1:10). 
Lest we ever forget, let me repeat that God the Father calls, God 
the Son provides the basis of our justification and God the Holy 
Spirit sanctifies. Christians are called to be salt and light. God 
saves His elect, not on account of their good works, but to do 
God-glorifying good works (Eph.2:8-10). 
After briefly and implicitly highlighting this fundamental truth, 
Scougal begins to outline the key characteristics of the new and 
abundant life in Christ.

Love
Scougal passionately reminds his reader that ‘the worth and 
excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love’. 
Love, he rightly insists, ‘is the worthiest present we can offer unto 
God’. 
‘Perfect love’, he continues, ‘is a kind of self-dereliction, a wandering 
out of ourselves; it is a kind of voluntary death, wherein the lover 
dies to himself, and all his own interests, not thinking of them, nor 
caring for them any more’. 

The Life of God in the 

Soul of Man (2)
The Excellence of Faith

Rev Dr A S Wayne Pearce
Minister of the Associated Presbyterian Church, Lairg
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He who loves is one ‘whose soul is possessed with divine love, 
whose will is transformed into the will of God, and whose greatest 
desire is that his Maker should be pleased!’ 
Scougal exclaims: ‘Oh! the peace, the rest, the satisfaction that 
attendeth such a temper of mind!’ God commands every man to 
love Him with all his heart, and with all his soul and with all his 
might! However, as Scougal correctly implies, only the man or 
woman born anew from above can truly love and glorify God, 
and enjoy Him forever.  

Delight to souls
If confirmation were required, Scougal aptly observes how the 
‘exercises of religion’ are insipid and tedious to the unregenerate 
man or woman. But they ‘yield the highest pleasure and delight to 
souls possessed with divine love’.
The born-again Christian’s greatest pleasure and privilege lies 
in fellowship and communion with God. The believer delights 
in God’s glorious and infinite perfections, and marvels at His 
sovereign and amazing grace. 
The Christian, Scougal insists, desires to tell God ‘a thousand 
times that they love Him, to lay out their troubles or wants before 
Him, and disburden their hearts in His bosom’. In other words, 
every believer needs to live a prayer-full life. 

Repentance
From love springs repentance. Scougal continues: ‘There is a 
secret sweetness which accompanieth those tears of remorse, 

those meltings and relentings of a soul returning unto God, and 
lamenting its former unkindness’. 
This observation will elicit an ‘amen’ from every true Christian 
who, recognising their own depravity and unworthiness, are awe-
struck by the limitless depths of God’s love and grace in Christ. 
Scougal humbly concludes that ‘it is impossible to express the 
great pleasure and delight which religious persons feel in the 
lowest prostration of their souls before God when, having a 
deep sense of the divine majesty and glory, they sink … to the 
bottom of their beings, and vanish and disappear in the presence 
of God, by a serious and affectionate acknowledgement of their 
own nothingness, and the shortness and imperfections of their 
attainments’.

Self-sacrifice
Scougal goes on to conclude Part Two by noting that the Christian 
virtues of humility, charity and purity, together with a love and 
concern for those who are perishing in their unbelief, flow alike 
from a true knowledge of what God has done for His elect in 
Christ.
Lest we ever forget, born-again Christians have been redeemed at 
great cost and are called by faith into the glorious kingdom of the 
Lord of lords and King of kings. 
Believers, indeed, are co-heirs with Christ. Let us, then, truly 
recognise that we are dead to self but alive in him. And let us strive 
to serve him faithfully, obediently and fruitfully to his praise and 
eternal glory.  

REMITTANCES  2007 2007  2006
   Feb Total      Total to Feb
    
Presbytery of Sutherland    
Brora   1,200 2,400  2,500
Assynt & Scourie  300 900  600
Total Sutherland  1,500 3,300  3,100
    
Presbytery of Inverness    
Duthil-Dores  714 3,839  2,136
Inverness   2,000 4,000  2,000
Total Inverness  2,714 7,839  4,136
    
Presbytery of Ross    
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 2,600  2,400
Kiltearn   1,700 3,400  3,320
Tarbat   750 1,500  1,850
Total Ross  3,750 7,500  7,570
    
Presbytery of Edinburgh    
Aberdeen  750 750  700
Edinburgh  5,000 5,000  2,000
Total Edinburgh  5,750 5,750  2,700
    
Presbytery of Glasgow    
Ayr   0 0  658
Arran   170 748  732
Dumfries  0 0  500
Glasgow - Partick  0 1,800  5,500
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 0  100
Glasgow - Thornwood 1,350 2,950  2,525
Rothesay   0 500  0
Total Glasgow  1,520 5,998  10,015

    
Presbytery of Lewis    
Cross   2,146 3,807  3,673
Harris - Leverburgh 0 1,000  2,000
Harris - Scalpay  1,540 3,140  2,600
Knock & Point  800 1,600  1,100
Stornoway  4,917 14,415  9,147
Total Lewis  9,403 23,962  18,520
    
Presbytery of Lochcarron    
Glenelg & Arnisdale 113 303  241
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 913 1,949  1,833
Poolewe & Aultbea 756 1,812  1,879
Total Lochcarron  1,782 4,064  3,953
    
Presbytery of Skye & Uist    
Bracadale  2,000 2,000  1,000
Duirinish (Waternish) 800 800  400
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 2,600  2,000
North Uist  700 1,400  1,200
Portree   0 680  3,952
Snizort   1,650 3,300  3,300
Strath   0 1,800  3,490
Total Skye & Uist  6,450 12,580  15,342
    
Total From Congregations  32,869 70,993  65,337
    
Other Donations   1,180 3,177  1,947
    
    
TOTAL   34,049 74,170  67,284 

Tax Recovered on Gift Aid 0 0  0
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The Call of 
Africa

Marion Fraser

My memories of Zambia are of huge open expanses of 
wooded countryside extending on and on until the 
brown earth meets the sky; thousands of little dwellings 

dotted around on areas of cleared bush; twirls of smoke rising 
from evening household fires as women prepare ntshima (maize-
porridge) for their evening meal, and groups selling their produce 
(mainly bananas) under thatched canopies by the roadsides – 
convenient for motorists, like us, to stop and break our journey on 
the endless Great Eastern Road. With my mind’s eye, I can still see 
the set of smiling white teeth against the darkness that first night 
as we stopped and asked for directions to the mission. The drunk 
stranger welcomed us in his cheerful enthusiasm to point the way. 
‘It is near! It is near!’ he exclaimed. Travel-worn and weary, having 
driven all the way from Cape Town, delayed by stolen passports 
and fatigued by long waits at border posts under the African sun, it 
was good to have arrived at last. Our three youngest children were 
with us that time.
My husband, David, was to found a bible college to train local 
pastors. My role was to set up home, supervise home-schooling for 
the two youngest, host volunteer helpers and run a primitive clinic 
from my medical bag! Thanks to God, we saw sixteen students 
graduate after three years when family circumstances brought 
us back home. Suzanne and Martin, having bravely coped with 
home-schooling, reached a stage where they needed to go back into 
organised education. There was talk of boyfriends and girlfriends 
among two or three of our adult children. Weddings were being 
planned. We left in November 2003 having been in Africa for 
twenty-six years. Would I ever see these scenes again and hear the 
gentle voices of the village folk who had become our friends?
My husband returned to assist the new Principal for a spell in 
2004. In August that year he was inducted to the charge of 
Shettleston in east Glasgow. Then in July 2005 he was to visit 
the Zambian Mission again for three weeks. One day a donation 
arrived via Dr Clegg, ear-marked for me, his wife, to accompany 
him. That was an exciting prospect!
We travelled to Lusaka with three equally-excited, young volunteers 
from our Glasgow congregations – Iain Taylor from our own 
church, and Fiona Smith and Irene Mackinnon from Partick 
Church.

A Missing Suitcase
British Airways landed us all safely in Africa once again. Phil Bailey 
waited patiently for us to emerge from Customs. The problem was 
we were a large suitcase short and it was mine! There was nothing 
for it but to wait on in Lusaka for three days until the next British 
Airways flight arrived. Our friends, the Macdonalds, who had 
always come to our rescue, let me stay in their home. We were 
seasoned travellers in Africa so were prepared a little. I had placed 
a few items of clothing in my husband’s case while a few items of 
his were in mine! So the 4x4 vehicle left for the Mission without 
me. As it turned out, one of us would have had to stay as the van 
was full. The two or three days wait was good for me as I had extra 

time to read my Bible, pray and reflect. When my suitcase arrived, 
Don Macdonald was able to arrange a discounted flight for me 
to Chipata. The day was perfectly clear when I boarded the ten-
seater plane. We must have flown over the Mission as Chipata is 
two hours drive further east. The Zambian hostess, who was of 
a particularly hospitable nature, kept supplying me with potato 
crisps and orange juice. I had a clear view of the land far below in 
bright sunshine and marvelled at God’s amazing creation. ‘Great 
is the Lord and greatly to be praised!’ Two hours in the air passed 
quickly, and we landed with a bump! I recall the intense heat of 
that Zambian afternoon hitting me as I emerged from the plane. 
David, my husband, met me along with Iain Taylor. They were 
driving Phil’s 4x4 truck. The road journey back to the mission 
passed without incident. The sun had set when we crawled down 
the last four kilometres of rough track to Covenant College. As the 
vehicle drove in the gates our friends came out to greet us - The van 
Straatens, Bilison, some of the current students, Phil Bailey and our 
son in the faith, Stan Phiri.

An Immediate Challenge
‘I am glad to see you. I’ve been waiting for you!’ exclaimed Phil 
Bailey, as we exchanged greetings. It was obvious that Phil was very 
unwell. He had had an orthopaedic operation in Lusaka about ten 
days previously to remove an over growth of bone from his leg, 
behind the knee. I had my medical bag with me and rummaged 
about for the thermometer. Phil had a raging fever. Darkness had 
fallen. ‘Oh Lord help me to help Phil’, I prayed silently. Outside the 
miniature house, I looked up at the stars. They were so bright and 
dazzling in the African sky. No pollution to cloud their glory. ‘Let 
nothing cloud my faith in you, oh Lord’. Putting on sterile gloves I 
carefully removed the sodden bandages. By the flickering light of 
a candle I saw the gaping hole. Part of the six inch wound across 
the back of his leg had opened up and become a putrefying sore. A 
large volume of infected exudate was present. Phil trembled with 
fever. To be in the bush is not a good place at such a time but our 
God is everywhere at all times! I washed the wound and applied an 
antibacterial that had worked for me before. Then I applied a thick 
absorbent dressing followed by crepe bandages. In my handbag 
I had strong, life-saving antibiotic capsules obtained in Lusaka, 
Ibuprofen capsules, 15mg Zinc tablets and antipyretics. All these 
had proved themselves in previous bush emergencies. Phil said he 
slept better that night. Two or three times a day the bandages had 
to be changed but there were no new suitable bandages! Fransa had 
given them all away to the students and villagers after we’d left. Not 
being a nurse herself, she felt she wouldn’t use them. So each time 
the dressing was changed, the bandages had to be washed and hung 
up in the sun. They were dry in half-an-hour. Phil was ordered to 
take a strict rest. Perhaps the reason for the post-operative problem 
was that Phil, in his enthusiasm for the mission, had not rested 
properly. After some days, he began to recover. Today, thank the 
Lord, he has a beautifully healed scar and walks normally. He is 
actively promoting the work of the College farm.
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Fun in the Kitchen 
One of my aims for the three weeks visit was to relieve Fransa, 
the Principal’s wife, from the cooking and so free her for other 
demands. I had lots of help from the volunteers. As well as Irene, 

Fiona and Iain, we also had two others from England – Abigail 
and James. That made a total of ten of us to cater for on a very 
small gas cooker. We tried out each-other’s recipes. In the bush we 
have to improvise and use what ingredients we had to hand. One 
day Fransa made us her own impressive invention of a corned 
beef lasagne, using tinned corned beef! Meal times were times 
of fellowship, fun and laughter. However, we couldn’t linger long 
as the kitchen was also bedroom for two of the girls. We had to 
clear up and retire under our nets early to avoid being bitten by 
malarial mosquitoes. Needless to say, the young folks lingered on! 
Then I went down with a tropical viral infection and had to take 
to my bed for two or three days until the fever subsided. The girls 
dutifully carried food to my little house when I could tolerate it. 
So we helped and encouraged each other. David was busy teaching 
the students and helping Jan.

Students Reunion 
Over the three weeks we were there most of our first graduates 
came to visit us. We had gifts to give them all. They were our 
children. Laston Mwanza came all the way from the Mozambiquan 
border. He is a gracious church planter in that neighbouring land. 
(I used to help him when he suffered from recurring attacks of 
malaria. He would carry a huge pumpkin on his bicycle all that 
way as a gift for me!) It was lovely to see him again. Tall Samson 
Zulu came with home-made peanut butter for us. He was the 
able leader of the student choir. We would never see him again as 
he passed away recently in the prime of life. Kenneth Moyo, our 
helper in the mission house but now a student, came joyfully to 
greet us. Alifa, our good friend and also church planter, appeared, 
Godwin who has opened new preaching stations, Amos, pastor in 
the local church, and Richard who cares for several congregations. 
Charles, past student president of Covenant College, helped in 
the local Church of England and would fix our van as he was 
good at mechanics. David helped him to do further studies by 
correspondence with Kalk Bay Bible Institute, Cape Town. But 
he passed away in the middle of his course, translated to a better 
country. They came one by one to the mission compound. Roger 
was doing further studies for the ministry in Lusaka so we didn’t 

see him but corresponded by e-mail. Ntimba is the pastor of 
a large church outside Chipata which Cammy Macleay visited 
recently. Distance made it impossible for us to see him. Enoch, 
past President of Covenant College, was too ill to come but we 
sent our message to him. He has since departed this life. Solomon 
is busy promoting the Christian Schools Association and is a Trust 
member of Covenant College. He called his last-born son, Fraser! 
Kephas, who is a church leader, called his daughter Marion! I just  
mention some of the students at random. I had the privilege of 
addressing the past and present students’ wives and conducting a 
Bible study. It was a full three weeks.

Unfinished Business
During that visit there was unfinished business that I felt I 
needed to  attend to. It was a difficult matter and the time and 
situation had to be right. While we had lived previously in Petauke 
district there were two pastors of a particular denomination who 
caused David and me heartache and trials on an on-going basis. 
I had a burden to be able to see them and tell them that I had 
forgiven them. Maybe I would never have another chance on this 
side of eternity. It would not be an easy task as one of them lived 
far out of town in the opposite direction to Covenant College. 
One afternoon Rev Jan van Straaten gave me a lift to Petauke 
town. I happened to be in a shop there, when a certain gentleman 
came forward, out of the aisles of colourful clothing, to greet me 
– it was the very pastor that lived way out in the bush! He has 
good English so I unburdened my heart. ‘I forgive you for all the 
trials and sadness you caused us, for all the sleepless nights when 
the College was being founded’. He was pleasant but said little. We 
shook hands and parted as friends. Jan picked me up outside the 
shop. Driving through the small town someone on the side of the 
road lifted his hand for a lift. Jan stopped the van to take a short 
man on board. Who was it but the second pastor I wanted to see! 
He had visited our mission house as we were packing up to leave 
for the UK. The matter regarding the opposition and trials with 
which they had grieved us came up in conversation. The pastor 
had said: ‘Will you forgive us?’ I remained silent. After he had gone 
on his way, Kenneth, our helper, asked me why I had not forgiven 
the pastor. ‘The Bible says we must forgive’, added Kenneth. How 
often I had prayed, ‘Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors’, 
but I held back. As Paul said: ‘The good that I would, I do not...’. In 

time, the Lord enabled me to see that I was wrong. Here was the 
very man climbing into the van and my opportunity. With Jan as 
my witness I said to him, ‘I want you to know that I forgive you’. 
He responded by saying, ‘We must love each other as Christians’. 
The deed was done.
Africa had become part of us. Will we ever see Africa again?

Letter from Zambia



Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And 

having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
1Timothy 6:6-8
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