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What is essential to the ministry – the main job? On what 
should we expect our ministers to be spending most of 

their time? What should divinity students be aspiring to be?

Negatives
It is useful first of all to set out some of the mistaken priorities.
1) Social Worker: We live in a needy world. The early church 

discovered this. Some widows were suffering neglect (Acts 
6:1). Jesus said that we would always have the poor with us. 
He Himself showed great love and compassion to the sick. 
Our Christianity must be practical. But it would be easy for 
a minister to spend all his time visiting the old, the sick, the 
lonely and the needy. Such work is good and would be highly 
praised, but it is not the main work of the minister. Deacons 
were appointed in the early church to do that work (Acts 
6:3).

2) Administrator: Every minister must be involved in some 
administration. Some have particular gifts in this area and 
enjoy it. Yet serving tables is not our job. Ministers must beware 
of burying themselves in administration while neglecting what 
is more essential to their calling.

3) Businessman: We need money to live. Some ministers are 
gifted as businessmen or tradesmen. In small congregations or 
mission situations it may be necessary for a minister to work 
part-time to support his family. Paul engaged in tent-making 
at Corinth. But such work should be kept to a bare minimum 
and the aim should be to lay it aside as soon as possible. The 
whole idea of the minister’s stipend is that he should have 
enough to live on and so be able to dedicate himself full-time 
to the work.

4) Nanny: Some ministers’ wives work and the Bible does not 
condemn that. The virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 sought 
wool and flax and worked willingly with her hands, she 
considered a field and bought it and she planted a vineyard. 
But the minister is not to be a child-minder while his wife 
works in order that they can have a higher standard of living 
– luxurious food, clothes and holidays. The stipend should be 
sufficient. The minister and family should be an example in 
living within their means. Of course the minister should help 
with some of the household chores. A break from the study to 
take the children out or to do the vacuuming or dishwashing 
can be beneficial rather than detrimental. But there is a danger 
today of idolising the family. They are made more important 
than the church. While it must be admitted that some of the 
old missionaries neglected their families yet we must not 
forget the warning of Christ, ‘If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple’ (Lk.14:26).

5) Gossip: As the minister goes around the congregation and as 
he phones friends he must be very careful that he does not 
become a gossip. It is possible to spend the time in idle words, 
or, even more harmfully, in passing on destructive comments 
about others. It is beneficial to have one or two close friends 
with whom many things can be shared but there are dangers. 
Email is another method of gossip. Time is precious and is 
easily wasted. 

6) Entangled: Paul warns Timothy, ‘No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier’ (2Tim.2;4). Hobbies and 

interests can be useful in a minor way in allowing the minister 
to relax and regain his strength. However, they have a danger 
of taking over and Satan knows how to use them. They must 
be kept firmly in their place. Like an Olympic athlete, the 
minister must be a man of one thing.

7) Campaigner: There are many good causes looking for the 
support of active and gifted ministers. It is possible to spend 
one’s time campaigning against the destruction of the unborn 
child, third world debt, the homosexual takeover, sex shops 
and gambling when one should be preaching the gospel. We 
all have our duty in these matters. But the minister must 
remember his main calling.

8) Superman: Many ministers these days are suffering from stress 
and depression. The problem is that they forget what their job 
is, and try to do the Holy Spirit’s work for Him. They blame 
themselves for their lack of success. If only they did what 
such and such a minister does or did, they would be bound 
to have a growing church. They dispair because they see no 
conversions or additions to the church. They forget that even 
the gifted Paul could only plant the seed but God had to give 
the increase.

Positives
1) Prayer: The apostles wished deacons to be appointed to 

administer the charity and added, ‘But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word’ (Acts 
6:4). This is what the Christian ministry is all about. It is far 
easier to be a social worker, an administrator, a campaigner 
than one who labours in prayer and the ministry of the word. 
It is important too to notice the priority given here to prayer. 
It is mentioned before preaching.

Prayer is difficult. When we try to pray Satan reminds us of many 
other things that we must get done. Seldom is there any sense 
of achievement in praying. It cannot be parcelled into ten 
minutes or half an hour so that when you have spent that time 
you know the job is done. Hours can pass and a man feels that 
he has not begun to pray. 

Jesus, after a day’s preaching, would often go aside to pray. 
He would sometimes arise long before daybreak to pray. 
Occasionally He would spend the whole night in communion 
with God. Daniel fasted and prayed for days. Paul speaks of 
labouring night and day in prayer. To labour in prayer is a 
fascinating concept. It is not the mere reciting of a list before 
God. Rather it involves energy and earnestness and sweat. 
How little we know of wrestling in prayer!

The minister must pray for his own soul, confess his sins, 
repent and plead for forgiveness. He prays for growth in 
grace, sanctification, assurance and perseverance. He must 
give thanks, praise and adore God. He must seek guidance, 
protection from immorality and heresy, faithfulness and 
humility and plead for the Spirit’s blessing upon his labours. 
He must pray for his family, friends and neighbours, for his 
congregation, church, nation and generation. He must ask 
for revival. In prayer he seeks knowledge of the Lord and 
His presence. Nothing is achieved without prayer. Instead of 
looking to ourselves we look to God for everything and must 
give Him all the glory.

The man in the pew has his daily work, the woman, even when she 
does not work outside the home, will have many chores, only 
the minister can give himself wholeheartedly and constantly 
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to prayer. We are paid to pray. In many ways this is the hardest 
part of our ministry. The flesh hates it. The mind wanders. 
Satan worries us like a terrier at our heels. Yet ‘the people 
that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits’ 
(Dan.11:32).

2) The Ministry of the Word: It is hard to justify just spending 
Saturday and Sunday preparing sermons. The whole week is 
to be occupied in the ministry of the word. The Bible must be 
studied for the edifying of our own soul, applying it first to 
ourselves. Good books must be read to keep oneself fresh. In 
preparing sermons the original languages have their part to 
play and also dictionaries and commentaries. Time must be 
spent digesting the passage, meditating on its significance and 
working out its applications. Many ministers fail in preaching 
because they do not spend enough time reflecting on what 
they are to say, preparing the ideas and even the words they 
will use.

The minister is called to be a preacher. He is to proclaim the word 
of the Lord in the assembly of God’s people and to sinners 

wherever they will gather to listen. As well as the public 
proclamation he can minister informally in Bible studies and 
fellowships. 

In Acts 20:20 Paul speaks of teaching the word in Ephesus not 
only publicly but from house to house. The minister is to be 
a visitor. As he goes around it is not to deal in pleasantries 
but to teach God’s word. Pastoral and evangelistic visitation 
is important. Paul also wrote letters and we can by letters, 
phone-calls and emails labour in the word and make known 
the gospel.

We must keep on reminding ourselves what our job is as ministers. 
The devil will discourage and distract. Congregations are 
to remember what their minister is employed to do. Pray 
without ceasing. Pray earnestly and persistently. Fill your 
mind with the word and be constantly scattering the seed. 
Though much falls on the pathway and some on rocky ground 
or among thorns, some will also surely fall on good ground 
and bring forth fruit. There is a promise that the word of God 
shall not return unto Him void (Is.55:11).
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John Flavel on the Obligations of 
Church Membership
Rev Murdo A N MacLeod
The substance of an address given at the Spring Conference 2006.

Generally speaking we are glad to discuss the privileges of church 
membership but less enthused about our responsibilities. The 

Christian as a member of the family of God and a citizen in His 
kingdom, has both privileges and obligations. The very varied 
nature of our lives means that the specifics of these obligations 
will vary from one to another. There are obligations relating to the 
home and society in general, to husbands and wives, to parents 
and children and to employers and employees.
As we examine this area I wish to use as our basis a section in the 
writings of the Puritan John Flavel in which he deals with the sins, 
duties and obligations of the Christian. 

1. THE SINS MOST COMMON TO 
MEMBERS OF CHURCHES
Flavel lists ten such sins. I have divided the ten into five subsections 
and for ease of retention I have altered their original order and 
given them headings.

A. SINS OF WORSHIP
(1) NEGLECTING WORSHIP. In our previous address we dealt 

with the privilege of participation in worship we must also 
remember the sin involved in our failure to attend to worship. 

Flavel warns against ever neglecting worship on the grounds 
of weak excuses and speaks of being wary of ‘slight diversions’ 
that do not have to do with works of necessity and mercy and 
quotes Hebrews 10:25.

(2) DEFECT OF ZEAL IN WORSHIP. Attendance is one thing, 
zeal in attending is another. He contrasts our frequent spiritual 
coldness and lethargy with the attitude of the Psalmist who 
delighted in his attendance on the worship of God: ‘I joy’d 
when to the house of God, go up, they said to me’ (Ps.122:1 
metrical). Flavel asks the reader to consider whether the result 
of their lack of zeal in worship was seen in their own lives 
and that of their communities. That appears to us to be as 
pertinent a question today as ever it was. 

(3) IRREVERENCE IN WORSHIP. Perhaps the appearance of 
such a point in a list of sins of which the people of God are 
guilty might surprise us. Is this not a sin that the regenerate 
man and woman have left behind? Not at all, says Flavel, 
indeed he goes on to say that none are as guilty of such sin as 
the Christian, on account of the greater light and privileges 
they enjoy. He quotes Psalm 89:7 ‘Great fear in meeting of 
the saints is due unto the Lord’ (metrical). In this section he 
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addresses our thoughts and intentions in worship and touches 
on our attire and posture. He concludes with the words: ‘Keep 
thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more 
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools … for God is 
in heaven and thou upon earth’ (Eccles.5:1-2).

B. SINS OF THE TONGUE.
(1) SPEAKING GOSSIP. Flavel reminds us that such conduct is 

expressly forbidden and quotes Leviticus 19:16, ‘Thou shalt 
not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people’. Wisely 
he speaks of such activity stirring up strife in the church and 
leading to a cooling and quenching of mutual love.

(2) RECEIVING GOSSIP. We are all too prone to believe what 
another tongue has repeated. We are to beware not only of 
stirring up loose talk but also to beware of a readiness to 
receive such talk. Where there is sin in the life of the believer 
that is to be addressed in the due biblical manner and is not 
to be a matter for whispers and small talk. ‘Against an elder 
receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses’ 
(1Tim.5:19)

C. SINS OF LACK OF SUBJECTION AND 
DISORDER.
(1) FAILURE IN GIVING & RECEIVING COUNSEL. By nature 

we are proud and all too prone to react sinfully against a word 
of advice or rebuke from those whose duty it is to give such. 
We dislike such counsel and need grace to receive profitably 
such rebuke as is for our good. At the same time Flavel is 
concerned to highlight the sin of failing to deliver such rebuke 
in a way that is humble and appropriate.

(2) DISORDER & DISAGREEMENT IN PUBLIC. This is a 
grievous sin and one to be avoided, as we seek to live in 
peace with all men, particularly ‘the household of faith’. In his 
discussion of this point Flavel highlights Psalm 133.

D. NEGLECT OF PUBLIC DUTY.
(1) LACK OF CARE IN OUR WITNESS. He writes of the sin of 

failing to live in a way that will commend the gospel and avoid 
giving unnecessary offence to the world. He reminds us of 
Paul’s words to the Colossians: ‘Walk in wisdom toward them 
that are without’ (4:5). He highlights three results which will 
arise from failure in this area: the world will be hardened in 
sin; we will bring guilt upon ourselves and cause reproach for 
the name and ways of God.

(2) IDLENESS & NEGLECT OF OUR CIVIL CALLINGS. He 
asserts that a lazy, indolent member is a disgrace to any 
organisation, especially to the church of God. He makes 
reference to the very apposite words of Paul in 2Thessalonians 
2:11-12. Again he highlights two consequences,[:] we will 
bring poverty on ourselves and shame on religion. 

E. SIN OF SELFCENTREDNESS.
This is not attractive in any individual and Flavel is concerned that 

all too frequently it is found in the professing Christian. We are 
so caught up with our own concerns and interests that we fail 
in regard to the church and the world.

The list he has compiled makes sobering reading and who of us 
can say that we are free from the sins he has catalogued?

2. THE DUTIES INCUMBENT UPON CHURCH MEMBERS.
Flavel lists several duties and I have taken the liberty of subdividing 

them into three categories.

A. THE DUTY OF MUTUAL HELP.
(1) LET CHRISTIANS BE OFTEN TOGETHER. It is important 

for believers to be seeking mutual edification. Flavel can turn to 

many Scriptures to back this up and makes particular mention 
of meetings for prayer and the discussing of sermons.

(2) BE CONSIDERATE. It is important as you gather together, 
Flavel reminds us, that you are kind and considerate one to 
another. He touches on the principle of care for the weaker 
brother and quotes Romans 15:1.

(3) BE HUMBLE. As the people of God meet together let humility 
be there. Let there be respect for those set over us in the 
Lord. 

(4) BE MEEK. Especially, as we have already seen, in the area of 
guidance and reproof we are to be meek. He mentions the 
words of Psalm 141:5.

(5) BE GENEROUS. Interestingly he majors on giving, in the 
first instance, from our stock of spiritual gifts, graces and 
experiences. Then he speaks of distributing towards physical 
needs. We are so worldly that often we would get the order 
wrong and it is good to be reminded of our priorities.

(6) SEEK OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING. We are to actively 
seek occasion to help others in need. He mentions the need 
of visiting people in their homes and so becoming acquainted 
with their circumstances and alert to their needs in body and 
soul.

B. THE DUTY OF GOSPEL HELP.
The people of God are not in this world to serve or please 
themselves but we are here, he reminds us, to do all we can for the 
furtherance of God’s kingdom. This is a duty we are never relieved 
of and which should never be far from our thinking. 

C. THE DUTY OF KINGDOM HELP.
(1) TENDERNESS FOR THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. We 

are to avoid as much as possible and as far as the Gospel rule 
allows all causes of division and separation. Amongst other 
texts reference is made to Romans 16:17. 

(2) THE DUTY OF CHARITABLE CONSTRUCTION. This 
point ties in with his earlier denunciation of gossip and tale-
bearing. We are not to be those who think ill of other believers 
but rather are to cultivate such a charitable spirit as will defend 
and maintain the unity and peace of the church. He puts it 
like this, ‘Upon doubtful words and actions, if either admit a 
double sense always take it in the fairest according to the law 
of charity’.

3. SIX BENEFITS OF A CAREFUL CONSISTENT LIFE.
 Flavel concludes his thoughts by giving six benefits of avoiding 

sin and fulfilling the duties he has spoken of and we will briefly 
mention the points he makes.

(1)  It shows the Christian life in its best light as something wholly 
different to the way of the world and ‘makes it glorious in the 
eyes of such as now despise it’ (Tit.2:10-15)

(2) Under the Lord’s gracious hand it can become the means of 
winning souls for Christ.

(3) It will help stop the mouth of enemies and detractors 
(1Pet.2:15).

(4) It will be to the glory of God, which is our chief end.
(5) It will give the fruit of a quiet conscience.
(6) God promises to be with and amongst such as so live adorning 

the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour: ‘If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed’.

We, like Caleb, are to follow the Lord fully in holiness and 
humility. If we did how much more useful we would be to our 
families and our communities. As the late Rev Archie Cook said 
on one occasion: ‘Do not be those who have the tongue of the new 
birth but are still in the womb of the natural state and do not be 
those who by their conduct give such an impression even if that 
is not the case’.
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‘And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Command the children of 
Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, 
to cause the lamps to burn continually. Without the vail of the 
testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order 
it from the evening unto the morning before the LORD continually: 
it shall be a statute forever in your generations. He shall order 
the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the Lord continually’ 
(Lev.24:1-4; cf Ex.25:31-39; 27:20).

There were three pieces of furniture in the Holy Place in the 
Tabernacle – the table of shewbread, the golden lamp (not 

what we think of as a candlestick), and the altar of incense. It is to 
the second of these, the golden lamp, we now turn our attention. 
The golden lamp sets forth light and life. 

I. LIGHT
The lamp was made of a talent (about 75 pounds) of beaten 
gold. The base supported one main stem, from which another 
six branched out, with three on either side. This made a total of 
seven lights diffusing light throughout the Holy Place. The wicks 
were each to be trimmed in turn by the priests, and supplied 
continually with the highest quality of olive oil, so that the light in 
the windowless Holy Place was never extinguished.

Figures of the True
What then does the light of the golden lamp symbolise? In the 
Bible, light is used as a symbol for:
1. The Word of God (Ps.119:130; 2 Pet.1:19)
2. The Son of God (Jn.8:12)
3. The People of God (Mt.5:14)
However, the light-giving properties of the Word, the Son, and 
the People of God are all the result of the light-giving work of 
the Spirit of God. He inspired the Word of God (2Pet.1:21), He 
anointed the Son of God (Mt.3:17) and He fills the People of God 
(Eph.5:18). His deity and divine power are set forth in the fine 
gold of the lamp.
The identification of the Holy Spirit with the golden lamp is 
confirmed by the Bible’s frequent 
association of oil with the Holy 
Spirit. Zechariah 4 represents the 
Spirit’s work using the image of 
two olive trees pouring oil into 
the golden lamp. Furthermore, in 
Revelation 1 the church is portrayed 
in the form of seven lamps on a 
lampstand to depict the church of 
Christ filled and replenished with 
the Spirit of God. Finally, in Revelation 4 the seven lamps of fire 
before God’s throne are ‘the seven spirits of God’. As seven is the 
number the Bible uses to indicate perfection, the ‘seven spirits of 
God’ is a metaphor for the perfect Holy Spirit.
As the golden lamp illuminated the Holy Place and shed light 
on the symbols of truth therein, so the Spirit of God dispels the 
darkness of ignorance, error and impurity and replaces it with the 
light of knowledge, truth, and purity. The golden lamp then is a 
picture of the illuminating and revealing work of the Holy Spirit. 

The lamp illuminated the darkness of the Holy Place but shadows 
remained. The golden lamp, therefore, pointed forward to a day 
when the shadows would flee away: ‘And the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof ’ (Rev.21:23).

II. LIFE
Each branch of the golden lamp was decorated with a series of 
almond-shaped cups, knops (globes or spheres), and flowers. 
Thus the three stages of life were also seen on the branches of 
the lampstand – bud, flower, fruit. The main trunk (3-4 ft high), 
the six branches, and the ornamentation, together conveyed 
the impression of a beautiful, growing, fruit-bearing tree. This 
is confirmed by Scripture’s linking of light with life (Ps.36:9; 
2Cor.4:4), and its use of ‘his lamp’ as a metaphor of ‘his life’ 
(Prov.20:20; 2Sam.21:17). The fact that the lamp was made of one 
single piece of gold served to confirm the organic union between 
the trunk and its branches.

Figures of the True
There is life in the Word of God, the Son of God, and the People of 
God. However, the life of the Word, of the Son, and of the People 
of God are all the result of the life-giving work of the Spirit of God. 
The Spirit of God brings life where there is death. 
He brings the dead letter of Scripture to life: ‘Who also hath made 
us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life’ (2Cor.3:6). 
He brings the dead body of Christ to life: ‘And declared to be the 
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead’ (Rom.1:4). He brings the dead people 
of God to life: ‘It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing’ (Jn.6:63). He enables them to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit so that they produce not only the bud, and the flower, but 
the fruit of the Spirit: ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law’ (Gal.5:22-23).
This golden tree of life reminds of Eden and how life was 

forfeited through sin, resulting 
in withdrawal of the Spirit and 
the consequent spiritual death of 
our first parents and all humanity. 
This golden tree of life also looks 
forward to heaven when the 
fullness of spiritual life will be 
restored: ‘In the midst of the street 
of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, 

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations’ (Rev.22:2).
How valuable, how necessary, how essential is the Holy Spirit’s 
person and work! The light cannot shine without the oil. Just as 
the lamp was needed in the Holy Place to enable the priests to eat 
and set out the shewbread, to offer incense on the altar, and to 
approach the Most Holy Place, so the Holy Spirit is indispensable 
to the spiritual activities represented by these pieces of furniture. 
The Holy Spirit is necessary for any and for all spiritual life.

TABERNACLE – THE GOLDEN LAMP
Rev David Murray

“...life was 
forfeited through 

sin...”
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In today’s materialistic and secularised world many are 
becoming increasingly aware that something is missing 
from their lives. They may have good jobs, plenty money 
and many friends, but somehow there is a void, a spiritual 

vacuum which requires filling. Hence Spirituality Shopper, the 
recent reality TV series from Channel 4 in which people shop 
for spiritual fulfilment. The various non-religious participants 
sample a range of religious practices to see what suits them. In 
the first programme, an advertising executive was introduced 
to Buddhist meditation, Jewish Shabbat meals, Christian Lenten 
exercises (giving up things for purported Christian purposes) 
and Islamic Sufi dancing. Other things to be sampled include 
Hindu Yoga, singing in a Gospel choir and pagan drumming. 
The participants appear to find help from a range of practices. Is 
spirituality shopping the key to having a fulfilling life?

Void
On one level a programme like this is to be welcomed. The 
rationalistic secular agenda cannot explain the spiritual in man 
or give meaning to life. Man does indeed have a void in his being 
and it is good that this is recognised. It is cruelty to one’s self 
and others to seek to ‘live by bread alone’. So far so good. The 
problems begin when it comes to the actual suggestions for filling 
the void.

Experiences
What is on offer is a host of practices which appear to offer 
immediate fulfilment of some sort. There is little theology or 
ideology here. Indeed the very suggestion of there being a body 
of truth which explains who man is, why he is here and how he 
is to live is foreign to the whole set-up. It is hard to imagine what 
meditation, Lenten exercises or Sufi dancing have in common 
except that they produce certain experiences which may have 
a calming or comforting effect. No doubt some experiences 
may appear beneficial—to be still for a few minutes in a hectic 
life should be useful. But whether they are genuine religious 
experiences is another thing. Singing in any choir or hurtling 
along a roller-coaster may produce a similar effect. Yet no one 
seems interested in asking what is truth or whether the fulfilment 
sought is really worthwhile. The notion of being spiritual but 
having no faith appears very modern, yet is surely a backward 
leap into irrationality and relativism.

Spiritually Shopping

Once, Whitefield preached to a large group of people while 
standing under a big tree. A man wanted to make fun of 
him, and had settled on one of the branches of the tree 

right above George Whitefield. He tried to cause a distraction by 
acting silly, mimicking the preacher’s gestures and making funny 
faces. George Whitefield caught a glance of him, but continued 
preaching as if he hadn’t noticed him. He began to talk about 
the power and sovereignty of God, telling the people that all 
power belongs to God. The preacher explained that God often 
chooses unlikely people to be His children, and answers prayer 
in unexpected ways. As he came to the climax of his sermon, 
George Whitefield paused, turned around, and pointed up into 
the tree at the man mocking him. Then he exclaimed in his deep 
voice: ‘Even this man may one day be blessed with God’s free, 
irresistible grace’.
This was like an arrow in the heart of the man in the tree. The 
Holy Spirit used these words to break the man’s rebellious spirit 
and turn him to God.

Friendly Companion, July 2004

Irresistible Grace

Facts
Man needs more than mere experiences. He needs to base his 
life on facts, the facts of the Gospel and his own relationship to 
them. Sadly, true Christianity is missing from the offerings. To be 
a Christian is to believe first and foremost. It is to have a personal 
encounter with the holy Creator of the universe, recognising 
oneself as a sinner but turning from the wrongness of sin to God 
and obedience because of the free gift of His Son who died on 
the cross for sinners. This is a wonderful experience, but it is also 
rational. It is the only spirituality worth seeking.

Thinking and feeling
The most disturbing aspect of Spirituality Shopper is that it is 
presented by Jonathan Edwards, a professed evangelical. Surely 
this indicates that even in the church there has been a drift 
away from thinking to feeling. Oh, for the church to return to a 
thinking and feeling faith—the faith of Jesus! Then it really will 
have something to offer a lost world.

Rev Graeme Craig
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Free Grace and Dying 
Love, and Life of 
Susannah Spurgeon
Susannah Spurgeon and 
Charles Ray, pbk, 250pp, 
£7.00

The first part of this 
book, named ‘Free 

Grace and Dying Love’, 
is made up of twenty-
four daily meditations on 
selected texts of Scripture. 
Individually they are great 
for the busy mother who 
may only be able to snatch 
a few minutes at a time or 
for a tea-break oasis in the 
midst of a hectic working 
day. Deeply personal, 
always encouraging, they 
point us again and again 
to the mercies, kindness 
and goodness of God and 
how He manifests this 
in our lives. As a whole 
they read as a spiritual 
diary of a woman with a 
close relationship with her 
beloved Master.
Each chapter is an 
explanation of how God 
has spoken to her through 
the words of the text. Some, 
like the thoughts on 1John 
4:10, are written almost 
like a letter of praise and 
thanks to the Lord Jesus 
Himself. The meditations 
are so heart-felt, so simple, 
so honest and real that they 
are well designed to lift our 
eyes to Christ and to turn 
our hearts towards Him in 
prayer.
The second part of the 
book is an account of the 
life of Susannah Spurgeon 
by Charles Ray. It is firstly 
a beautiful Christian 
love story, describing the 
devotion of Charles and 
Susannah Spurgeon to one 
another and their united 
devotion to the gospel 
cause. Heart-warming, 
humorous and deeply 

humbling, the story of 
this remarkable woman is 
indeed an inspiration. In 
Charles Ray’s own words, 
‘Her life is a brilliant 
example of what can be 
done by a weak woman 
who devoted herself to the 
service of the Master’.
Despite her own ill health, 
which frequently caused 
her pain and confined her 
to bed, her loving heart 
made her keenly aware of 
the needs of others and she 
tirelessly worked to relieve 
these, always completely 
reliant on the Lord’s 
provision for her cause. 
We are given a fascinating 
introduction to the work 
of Susannah’s ‘Book Fund’ 
and the many branches 
that subsequently grew 
from it. She maintained 
a very thankful spirit 
throughout her ministry, 
first and foremost giving 
thanks to God but never 
failing to encourage friends 
who helped them along 
the way. Her life was one 
of willing and joyful self-
sacrifice and she gives us 
a thoughtful insight into 
some of the burdens carried 
by ministers’ wives.
Whilst this book is very 
spiritual, it is full of real, 
human emotion; hurt and 
anger, joy and love, which 
bring the characters of 
Susannah and her beloved 
husband Charles to life. For 
those of us familiar with 
the famous C H Spurgeon, 
perhaps only through his 
sermons, this book brings 
out for us the tender nature 
of his character also. As 
each suffered periods 
of illness, they humbly 
took turns of being in the 
supporting role, which 
they both carried out with 
much thoughtfulness and 
no complaint. And who 

could fail to be moved by 
the letters that Charles 
wrote to Susannah every 
day they were absent from 
one another? He does not 
hold back from telling his 
wife how much she meant 
to him. Shortly before he 
died he wrote; ‘What an 
immeasurable blessing 
you have been to me and 
are still. Your patience in 
suffering and diligence in 
service are marks of the 
Holy Spirit in you for 
which I adore His Name. 
Your love to me is not only 
a product of nature, but it 
has been so sanctified by 
grace that it has become a 
spiritual blessing to me…’
What a great example of 
the partnership of Christian 
marriage. What a great 
inspiration to be ‘up and 
doing’ for the Lord, despite 
our weakness. What a great 
encouragement to trust in 
the Lord’s faithfulness to 
His people. What a touching 
tale of a woman so beloved 
and highly praised of her 
husband and children.
Very short and easy to 
read, this story becomes 
one of those I wish I had 
read much earlier. It would 
make a lovely gift for any 
wife or mother or courting 
couple. Full of wonderful 
little anecdotes which 
I cannot give space to, I 
highly recommend this 
book to all.

Mrs Mary Bauld

Gleanings from Paul 
– The Prayers of the 
Apostle
A W Pink, Banner of Truth 
Trust, hbk, 490pp, £16

Here is a book which 
requires, and repays, 

diligent study. Pink 
demonstrates that the 
prayers of the Apostle 
are extensive and worthy BO
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of our attention. As he 
explains: ‘Whilst we very 
much deprecate the efforts 
of those who would have 
us believe the prayers of the 
Old Testament are obsolete 
and unfitted for the saints 
of this dispensation, yet 
it seems evident that the 
prayers recorded in the 
epistles are particularly 
suited to the Christians’.
Pink notes that there are 
surprisingly no prayers 
of the apostles recorded 
in the book of Acts. He 
turns to the epistles for 
the prayers of Paul. One 
reason, he argues, that Paul 
has so many prayers is that 
he was writing to Gentiles 
who had come from non-
praying backgrounds. This 
is therefore fertile ground 
to teach us to pray.
Pink expounds Paul’s 
example and it becomes 
clear that we must follow. 
This is an examination of 
the content and manner 
of Scriptural prayer. Pink 
rightly argues that the 
prayers should be dealt 
with not only devotionally 
and practically but also 
expositionally.
But at the same time Pink 
is not afraid to challenge 
the Christendom of his 
day – and, because he is 
biblical, the challenge 
comes forcefully to us 
too. However, with rebuke 
is mixed the warmth 
of encouragement; for 
example, he urges: ‘Nothing 
is more calculated to dispel 
a spirit of gloom from the 
soul than the cultivation 
of gratitude and praise. 
The same will cheer and 
encourage our fellow 
Christians. Piety is not 
commended by sadness 
and sourness’.
But one word of caution: 
don’t be tempted to skip 

the introduction! Here is 
solid grounding for the 
instruction to follow. In 
many ways, it’s the best 
bit: start here and keep 
reading! Gleanings from 
Paul is a book with depth 
and weight. It will repay 
serious study.

Jonathan Johnson 
(Newcastle)

The Worship of God 
 – Reformed Concepts of 
Worship
Symposium, Christian 
Focus Publications, Mentor 
Imprint, pbk, 240pp

This valuable book 
arose from the papers 

given at a conference on 
worship held at Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, North Carolina, 
USA in 2003. The subject 
of worship is an important 
one with ‘worship wars’ 
taking place in many 
churches. There is a great 
cry for change nowadays. 
People say that if we do not 
change we will die. We must, 
they argue, be more ‘user 
friendly’. Worship should 
be simple and enjoyable 
to the outsider. This book, 
in contrast, is thoroughly 
Reformed and Biblical in its 
approach. Contemporary 
worship with its man-
centred emphasis is rightly 
criticised. Worship is not to 
be aimed at man but rather 
at God.
The book begins with a 
chapter on the ‘regulative 
principle’. This principle 
divides Reformed churches 
from Anglican and 
Lutheran ones. Luther 
argued that whatever is not 
specifically condemned in 
the Scriptures is allowed 
in worship. In contrast the 
Reformed position is that 
nothing should be allowed 
in the worship but what is 

commanded by God. Terry 
Johnson demonstrates how 
this is a Biblical principle. 
We must not come to 
God with ‘will worship’ or 
‘strange fire’. God alone has 
a right to say how He is to 
be worshipped. 
Robert Godfrey in a chapter 
on Calvin’s teaching notes 
that although Calvin gave 
a very important place 
to music, he would not 
allow instrumental music 
in the worship of God. 
Calvin put great emphasis 
on the worship of God 
even placing it ahead of 
salvation. He stressed the 
importance of reverence.
Joseph Pipa sees the purpose 
of worship as involving 
three things which in order 
of priority are first, to 
serve God with offerings 
of praise, adoration and 
thanksgiving, secondly, 
to have communion with 
God, and thirdly, to edify 
God’s people.
Morton Smith in a chapter 
on the history of worship 
notes how the Reformers 
were Psalm-singers and 
that hymns came in with 
the revivalists of the 
nineteenth century and 
choirs and organs with the 
Gothic architecture of the 
same Romantic period.
The case for exclusive 
Psalmody is presented 
by Brian Schwertley and 
an attempted defence of 
hymnody by Benjamin 
Shaw. Cliff Blair agues 
against choirs and the idea 
of the few singing for the 
many.
I recommend this book 
as providing a needed 
emphasis in this day when 
reverential awe-inspiring 
worship is being replaced 
in so many churches by 
frivolous entertainment.

William Macleod

BOOK REVIEWS
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John Maclean (elder, Bragar) 
(Rev David Murray) 
It is with great sadness and with a 
profound sense of loss that we here record 
the passing from time into eternity of our 
dearly beloved fellow-elder and brother in 
Christ, John Maclean. 
Born in Bragar in 1927, John was blessed 
with many talents. He worked as a weaver, 
as a taxi-driver, and as a Glasgow bus-
driver, before finally taking up building 
– a decision from which many of us in 
the church of Christ were to derive great 
benefit. 
The years 1957 to 1958 were life-changing 
years for John as he married Chrissie and, 
not long after, professed his faith in Christ 
for the first time. So commenced his long, 
faithful, loving and happy marriages to 
both Chrissie and Christ. 
John’s practical gifts and theological 
acumen were to be recognised by his home 

congregation of Shawbost where he was 
first ordained a deacon and then an elder. 
He was also much loved throughout the 
islands of Lewis and Harris where his 
passion for the Gospel regularly took him 
round the Communion Season ‘circuit’. He 
loved the fellowship of God’s people and 
delighted in theological discussion and the 
sharing of Christian experience.
The sad events that afflicted the Free Church 
from 1995 onwards were a heavy burden to 
John. His love for the doctrine, worship, 
moral standards, and Presbyterian church 
government of the Free Church made him 
an instinctive and generous supporter of 
the FCDA, and especially of the ministers 
and elders who suffered for righteousness’ 
sake. He joined the Stornoway congregation 
of the Free Church (Continuing) and was a 
much-loved and hard-working elder there 
until the very end.
John served the Lord faithfully and 
zealously throughout his Christian life. 
He was a rare combination of theological 
knowledge and practical Christianity, of 
strong conviction and soul-winning love, 
of speedy doing and patient suffering, 
of teaching ability and teachability. He 
served his beloved Master with distinction 
and dignity and now enjoys His gracious 
reward. We join together in mourning his 
passing, in thanking God for the privilege 
of knowing him, in sympathising with his 
bereaved family, and in praying that God 
would raise up similar princes in Israel.

Knock and Point Appeal 
(Rev K Smith)
The congregation of Knock and Point 
hope to erect a church building in Point. 
The Lord has kept us through many 
discouragements and difficulties. He has 
now given us a settled minister. We have 
obtained a suitable site in Point, and have 
raised about one third of the estimated cost 
of the building. Donations for this work 

would be greatly appreciated and we pray 
that the Lord will put it into the hearts of 
many to help us. Donations may be sent 
to our Treasurer:- Mr Donald Buchanan, 
27 Upper Bayble, Point, Isle of Lewis, 
HS20QH
Any offers of help of any kind would also 
be appreciated and may be brought to the 
Deacons’ Court through any office-bearer 
or member

Large House-Church 
Destroyed 
(Voice of the Martyrs)
On 29th July, a large house church building 
was destroyed and many Christians were 
arrested and wounded during the battle. 
According to eyewitness reports several 
thousand anti-riot police, military police, 
and government workers along with three 
hundred military vehicles arrived and 
surrounded the church building while 
10,000 House-Church
Christians were praying in the church. The 
church has been under construction since 
17th July, 2006 and was almost finished 
when it was destroyed. 
On 28th July, the Xiaoshan District 
government declared the church building 
‘illegal’ because it was built without 
government permission and asked the 
Christians to voluntarily destroy it. The 
church building was on private land 
purchased by a local Christian couple. 

Visit to North America 
(Rev J J Murray)
It was my privilege to be asked to speak 
at the Family Conference organised by 
our Church in North America in August. 
Invitations also came to preach in the 
congregations at Atlanta and Washington.
I flew into Atlanta in temperatures reaching 
100 degrees. It was good to escape into 
the air-conditioning of the Rev Warren 
Gardner’s car and home. The Gardner 
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home is situated in about five acres of 
land in Winder, now a suburb of Atlanta. 
The church meets in the basement and 
the simple notice-board at the end of 
the driveway proclaims ‘God-Centered 
Worship’. It is good to know that there 
people in Atlanta who are hungry for 
Reformed teaching and worship and 
willing to travel miles to participate. Several 
young people receiving music tuition from 
Mrs Gardner have come to faith in Christ. 
It was a joy to meet them. 
On the Monday I went with the Gardner 
family and other members of the 
congregation on a nine-hour car journey to 
Northern Virginia. The Conference Centre 
is on the lower slopes of the Shenandoah 
Valley amidst the Appalachian Mountains 
and is appropriately called ‘Highland 
Retreat’. The Centre belongs to the 
Mennonites and the accommodation and 
facilities are ideal for a family conference. 
There were 85 persons at the Conference, 
of whom 45 were adults and 40 were 
children under 18 years of age. Those 
attending came from ten states: New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, 
Indiana and Missouri.
Each day was arranged with two addresses 
in the morning and one in the evening. 
I was invited to give a series of four 
biographical sketches – two on Professor 
John Murray and one each on Robert 
Murray M’Cheyne and Andrew A Bonar. 
The Rev Robert McCurley gave four very 
searching addresses on ‘Lowliness as one 
of the marks of spiritual maturity’. The Rev 
Sherman Isbell contributed two helpful 
sermons on ‘Church and Covenant’ and 
‘Sowing and Reaping’. The organisers 
gave the Rev Kenneth Macdonald the 
responsibility of evangelistic messages and 
his second sermon on the sufferings of hell 
was most moving. It was wonderful to see 

large families sitting together under the 
teaching of Scripture and to meet with a 
number of young people showing potential 
for future service in the Church. Nathaniel 
Biser of Cumberland, Maryland was 
presented with a certificate in recognition 
of his recitation of a portion of the Shorter 
Catechism.
The success of the Conference owes 
so much to the skills and hard work of 
Sherman and Lisa Isbell. The food for the 
four days was planned, purchased, prepared 
and served with teams of helpers. Sherman 
is an expert collector of books, new and 
second-hand. The book-table offered a 
wide selection of titles and daily reviews 
and recommendations by the speakers 
helped to boost sales to $3700. Sherman’s 
historical research is put to good use in 
the historical tours he organises. I was 
privileged to be with him on two.
The first was the one organised on the 
Wednesday afternoon of the Conference. 
A party of 35 went to Lexington, a place 
associated with such well-known figures 
as Dr Archibald Alexander, Robert E Lee 
and ‘Stonewall’ Jackson. We were fully 
equipped with directions and pages of 
historical detail.  We visited the ruins of New 
Monmouth Church where the Rev William 
Graham was pastor and where there was a 
revival in 1789-90. Archibald Alexander 
was converted at the age of 17 under 
Graham’s preaching. He studied theology 
with Graham at Liberty Hall Academy. 
This became known later as Washington 
and Lee University. After his exploits in the 
Civil War, Robert E Lee became President 
there. In the campus there was much to 
remind us of his achievements. The great 
General Thomas ‘Stonewall’ Jackson, who 
was born in Virginia, served as a deacon in 
the Lexington Presbyterian Church. Our 
final visit was to the cemetery where an 

impressive statue has been erected in his 
memory.
After the conference I travelled to 
Washington and stayed at the Isbells’ 
home. On the Lord’s Day I preached at 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church. The 
services are at 2.00 pm and 6.00 pm and in 
between times there is lunch, catechism 
classes and a prayer-meeting. A highlight 
for me was when I went with Sherman to 
the Defence Threat Reduction Agency at 
Fort Belvoir where he holds a weekly Bible 
study with U S servicemen. After a little 
difficulty getting in as ‘a foreign national’ 
it was good to witness the eagerness of 
the men to study and discuss a passage 
in the Epistle to the Galatians. This is a 
marvellous outreach opportunity.
Another historical tour took us to Southside 
Virginia and R L Dabney country. Our 
first call was at Providence Presbyterian 
Church where Samuel Davies, George 
Whitefield and R L Dabney preached at 
different times and then on to Farmville 
Presbyterian Church, a building designed 
by Dr Dabney. We spent some time at 
Hampden-Sydney College where Dabney 
studied and saw the buildings of the 
former Union Theological Seminary. In 
the cemetery lies R L Dabney, his wife 
and four children. It was good to be able 
to visit his grave and also that of Thomas 
Peck. We were privileged to visit the home 
that Dabney designed and built in 1856 
as his residence and to see the oil portrait 
of Dabney in old age. Our next stop was 
Briery Presbyterian Church also designed 
by Dabney and where he ministered from 
1856-58. A final visit was to the ruins of 
Cub Creek Church, which had its origins 
in a Scotch-Irish settlement in 1738 under 
John Caldwell.
It is good that a new generation in North 
America is beginning to appreciate the 
Reformed heritage in doctrine and worship. 
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Nothing less than a recovery of this is 
required if the church is to be delivered 
from her present shallowness and malaise. 
A day of opportunity is presented to our 
ministers and congregations in North 
America and they deserve our prayers and 
support. 
The addresses at the conference are 
available online at
http://members.aol.com/rsiworship/2006.
html. 

Hindu Extremists beat 
evangelist
India (Compass Direct)
Hindu extremists investigating the activities 
of Varghese Thomas, an evangelist in 
Karnataka state, laid a trap for him on 3rd 
September, before beating him and his 
wife. Thomas is 60 and his wife, Leelama, 
is 57. Thomas has established a small 
congregation in his home village of Guttigar 
that meets in a believer’s home. On his 
way to a meeting Thomas and his wife 
saw the apparent victim of a motorcycle 
accident lying in the middle of the road, 
and he left his car to assist the victim. 
As soon as Thomas bent over the victim, 
the man threw red chili powder into his 
eyes, temporarily blinding him. A group 
of around 15 Hindu extremists hiding in 
the bushes nearby then jumped out and 
assaulted Thomas, accusing him of tricking 
people into coming to prayer meetings. His 
wife Leelama said, ‘One of them came up to 
the car and told me that both of us would 
face a cruel death if we continued to preach 
in the village’.

Hindu convert has license 
renewed
A priest in the Diocese of Ely in the Church 
of England who converted to Hinduism 

recently had his license to officiate as a 
priest renewed for three years. The Rev 
David Hart, who has taken the Hindu 
name Ananda, now lives in India where 
he carries out Hindu priestly duties in 
the village of Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 
Each day Mr Hart, who was ordained in 
the Church of England in 1984, blesses 
a congregation of around 60 with fire 
that has previously been offered to Nagar, 
the snake god. According to the Bishop 
of Ely, the Rt. Rev Anthony Russell, he 
was unaware of Mr Hart’s conversion 
to Hinduism, despite the fact that Mr 
Hart, who also serves as International 
Secretary to the World Congress of Faiths, 
published a book outlining his conversion 
in April. Mr Hart stated that he does not 
view his conversion as a renunciation of 
Christianity. ‘My philosophical position is 
that all religions are cultural constructs. I 
am acting out God’s story on local terms’.
It is amazing the darkness that is tolerated 
in the Church of England. The sins of 
Jeroboam are there for all to see.

300th Anniversary of the first 
Presbytery in America
To commemorate the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of the first Presbytery 
in America, Reformation Art has 
commissioned a new portrait of Francis 
Makemie, which was painted by Southwest 
artist and Presbyterian Elder, Mike Mahon. 
A new website has also been developed 
which is entirely devoted to the life and 
work of Rev. Francis Makemie, the founding 
father of American Presbyterianism. 

Edinburgh University Plans 
to ban Gideon Bibles
Ian Dunlop, chairman of Scotland’s first 
full-time Christian radio station says that 

Edinburgh University is displaying extreme 
intolerance for Christianity by planning 
to ban Gideon Bibles from its student 
residence halls. The ban is a response to 
Student Association protests that the Bibles 
are a means of discrimination against non-
Christians and also an effort to treat all 
religious faiths on campus equally. It had 
been a long-standing practice to place 
Gideon Bibles in the room of all new 
students.
Dunlop says he believes that to ban Bibles 
because they perhaps in some way might 
discriminate against students of other faiths 
‘flies in the face of everything that we stand 
for here in the UK as a nation standing for 
freedom and tolerance’.
The University of Stirling recently dropped 
its plan to remove 6,000 Bibles from the 
campus after protests from Christian 
students.

Methodists cooperate with 
Roman Catholics 
(World Methodist Council)
Methodist delegates have agreed to endorse 
a 1999 Lutheran-Roman Catholic agreement 
on the doctrine of justification at its World 
Methodist Council. A resolution was also 
passed by the council authorising further 
dialogue with the Catholic Church, with the 
aim of ‘full communion in faith, mission, 
and sacramental life’. Although most 
Methodists are in agreement, the general 
council of the Methodist Church in Brazil 
has voted to withdraw from interchurch 
bodies that include the Roman Catholic 
Church and non-Christian groups. 
What would John Wesley say? How can 
Methodists sell their evangelical heritage?
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Rawley Redmund, the blacksmith, was an atheist. He was well 
educated, and had spent a lot of time reading the works of other 
atheists. Debating was a strength of his, so he always seemed to have 
an answer ready against those who believed the Bible. He would 
laugh when he stumped yet another well-meaning Christian, and 
feel proud and victorious. The pastor of the town had spoken with 
Rawley often but had been treated with rudeness and contempt. 
Pastor Bradwell did not want to give up, however, for he took his 
calling seriously. He prayed often for Rawley, and asked God 
to use him to reach this man. This is Rawley Redmund’s 
own story, as he told it to his friends and family. 

I am as a brand plucked out of the fire. The change 
in me is especially incredible to me, because I was 
determined in my wickedness. It is only because 

of God’s marvellous grace that I can tell you this story. 
God brought me to a point where I had nothing left to 
debate. I could give no answer to His love, displayed 
by a faithful servant.
It was a cold morning in January, and I had just begun 
my work at the anvil in my shop, when I looked out 
and saw Rev Bradwell approaching. He dismounted 
quickly and entered the shop. As he drew closer, 
I could tell he was agitated. His look was full of 
earnestness. His eyes were red with tears. He took 
my hands, and with great love and tenderness, he 
said, ‘Mr Redmund, I am greatly concerned for 
your salvation — greatly concerned for your 
salvation’. His body shook with silent sobs. He 
stood with both my hands grasped in his, 
struggling to regain his composure. He tried 
to speak, but could not utter another word. 
Finding that he could not say anymore 
because of his deep emotion, he turned and 
left the shop, mounted his horse, and rode 
slowly away.
‘Greatly concerned for your salvation’, I 
echoed. I stood where Rev Bradwell had 
left me, and the words I had intended 
to utter in a mocking tone came out 
as a whisper. All morning I tried to 
focus on my work, but the words kept 
coming back, ‘greatly concerned
for your salvation’. The pastor’s tears 
and obvious sincerity had touched 
me to my core.
Finally, I went home for lunch. 
My dear wife was a gentle 
Christian, converted soon after 
our marriage. She had been 
persistently praying for my 

conversion ever since. She noticed my distraction. ‘Is something 
wrong?’ she asked kindly.
I tried to speak in a nonchalant manner. ‘Old Rev Bradwell 
stopped by the shop this morning’. To my surprise, my voice broke 
and tears filled my eyes. 
My wife was alarmed. ‘Did he bring bad news?’ 
‘No, dear, he simply told me that...’ I had to take a deep breath... 
‘he is greatly concerned for my salvation. He rode for two miles in 

this cold weather to tell me that he is greatly concerned for my 
salvation! What should I do?’
Recovering her voice, my wife answered, ‘Go right now and 
talk to him. He can give you better counsel than I can, and 
he will tell you what you must do to be saved. I’ll be here, 
praying’, she added shyly.
Forgetting all about my lunch, I mounted my horse and 
rode quickly to his home. I found him alone in that same 
little room where he had spent the night in prayer for 
my poor soul, where he had shed many tears over such 
a wicked sinner as I, and had pleaded with God to have 
mercy on me.
‘I came to tell you’, I said softly, ‘that I am greatly 
concerned for my own salvation’.
‘Praised be God!’ the old man couldn’t help exclaim-
ing. He began with the words: ‘This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom 
I am chief ’ (1Tim.1:15), and preached Jesus to me. 

In that same room we knelt together and prayed, 
and we did not separate that day until God 

spoke peace to my soul.
I have often been requested to examine 
the evidence of the truth of religion, but, 
blessed be God, I have evidence for its 
truth right here in my heart, and nothing 
will persuade me otherwise. I used to 
think I could overturn any argument for 
Christianity and the Bible, but I know 
now that God sent an argument in the 
form of those pleading tears and words 
of my old pastor, which could not be 
resisted. A weeping Christian came 
to tell me how greatly concerned he 
was for my salvation. That was the 
argument of the Holy Spirit, given 
to Rev Bradwell on his knees in 

his little room. I will always be 
grateful that I was wrong, and 

that God is stronger than my 
proud stubborn heart, and all 
my foolish arguments.

The Banner of Sovereign 
Grace Truth April 2005

Pleading Tears
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The fact that we are mortal, that we all die, needs no 
proof. Think of generation after generation being swept 
off the earth and listen to the weeping and sighs of 
mourners. We may go to the cemetery where every 

gravestone says, ‘We had our little time in this world with our 
hopes, questions, fears, happiness and sorrows just as you have. 
Now we are in another world!’
There is not a nation or people amongst whom there was not the 
belief in an after life. This belief may have taken many different 
forms and strengths. Sometimes it has been little more than a 
shadowy hope, or a vague feeling, or just a yearning. The remains 
of ancient places of worship, of temples, burial sites, and ancient 
graves all over the world, speak with the same voice and tell the 
same story. It seems that far down in the human heart, and despite 
man’s fallen nature, there is an inscription, which nothing can 
efface, telling us that this world is not all. Death is not the end of 
man’s existence. The body is not all the man. We have from the 
greatest to the smallest an immortal soul. There is a voice within, 
which speaks loudly at times, telling us, whether we like it or not, 
that there is an after life. 

Deception
Satan, the deceiver, has made great efforts to quench this instinct 
in man. He tempts man to view this world as everything. We live 
in an age when there is a false brilliancy on the things of time. 
Multitudes are so absorbed with this present world that eternity 
is out of mind. In a day when the church has become so weak 
and confused it is not surprising that she has lost her voice in 
our land, so that the atheistic philosophy of humanism seems 
to prevail. However, although the teaching that denies an after-
life has so much support in our society, yet it seems that, as our 
race progresses, this instinct of immortality remains as strong as 
ever. The vast number of books, magazines, and articles that deal 
with this subject in one form or another show that the belief in 
immortality still holds a prominent place. It seems that instead 
of outgrowing the belief of immortality, our race as it develops 
continues to believe in it. The voice of science is silent at the 
‘graveside’. When they research the claims of spiritualists, ghost 
sightings, and the paranormal, they can only view these things 
from the limited viewpoint of the material world.

The Old Testament
The surest source of information concerning immortality is the 
Scriptures. They pre-suppose from beginning to end that man 

is immortal. In Genesis 2:7 we read, ‘And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul’. Man is more than 
mere animal! Created in the image of God, he was created for a life 
distinct from the brute, a life that transcends time. Evolutionists 
endeavour to show that man is but an animal that has progressed 
beyond the others. They raise examples of animals able to imitate 
human beings in some ways. They also point to physical things 
that resemble humans. The mere animal has no capacity to 
worship God. Only the human being has the capacity to worship 
and think of God. The animal has no thought of eternity, or of 
sin and of Judgement. The mere animal cannot pray, or make 
moral judgements. In this world, man alone is spiritual, having 
the ability to reason, to examine his own motives, and love and 
worship God.
The whole of Scripture speaks to man in the light of eternity! 
Existence beyond life is recognised on the very threshold of the 
Scriptures. The Lord’s people are represented as strangers and 
pilgrims on this earth, and that God is their ‘portion’. Their home 
and final happiness is not of this world! Sometimes we come 
across passages in Scripture that may give the impression that 
man’s existence ends at death. In Psalm 6:5 we read, ‘For in death 
there is no remembrance of thee’, or Ecclesiastes 9:10, ‘Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou 
goest’. These passages express what death means when it is looked 
at from this earthly side. As far as this world is concerned, ‘the 
place that once knew us, will know us no more’. The body may 
crumble into dust, but the soul continues in existence in a state of 
awareness separate from the body. ‘Then shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave 
it’ (Eccl.12:7).

The New Testament
What is shown us in the shade in the Old Testament is brought 
into the bright light of the day in the New Testament. The supreme 
Teacher who came from God gave the clearest light of all upon 
the subject of immortality, ‘Who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel’ 
(2Tim.1:10). In refuting the doctrines of the Sadducees, our Lord 
used the Pentateuch, the part of Scripture that the Sadducees held 
to more than the rest of the Old Testament. He showed that three 
men still existed hundreds of years after their death, and that they 

Rev Kenneth Smith

Our Immortal Soul



enjoyed conscious communion with God. ‘Now that the dead are 
raised even Moses showed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord, 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
For He is not a God of the dead, but of the living; for all live unto 
Him’ (Lk.20:37-38). The immortality of the soul is clearly taught 
by Paul who says, ‘to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better’ (Phil.1:23). To the dying thief our Lord said, ‘Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise’. 
The immortal soul is the conscious ‘you’. The thief ’s body would 
lie in the grave, but the thief himself would be with Christ in 
glory. On the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah, both 
in eternity are seen conversing with our Lord. In the parable, (if 
it was a parable) the rich man lifted up his eyes in hell. From 
beginning to end the Scriptures teach that the soul does not 
depend upon the body for existence. When separated from the 
body we still consciously exist. Death is a change of state and 
locality, a transition from one region to another. It is a transition 
indeed in which the body is lost for a while, but through which 
the soul will pass with all its vitality. From this side of the grave 
we no longer see the person we knew and who has now passed 
through the trauma of death. That does not mean he is out of 
existence! If a friend we knew leaves our company and settles 
on the other side of the world, we no longer see him, but he still 
exists, and is as lively as ever.

Séances and mediums
Some believe they can contact the departed soul through séances 
and mediums. They are sometimes greatly encouraged to believe 
this when a medium will claim to be in touch with the person 
and divulge information that only the departed and the loved 
one on this earth could have known. We are expressly warned in 
Scripture against seeking to consult with the dead. We believe that 
the fallen angels, the demons, see much of our private lives. They 
have super memories and could easily pass information through 
a medium to deceive people. This may also be the answer to the 
ghost sightings some have claimed. 
The idea of extinction would be of great comfort to some. 
Perhaps burdened with old age, or some crippling disease, and so 
disgusted with life, they would welcome death as a friend, a rest 
that could not be disturbed. However, though we could end our 
physical life, it is still impossible to put an end to our immortal 
soul. The Scriptures teach that the soul at death goes immediately 
to heaven or to hell. Our eternal destiny is fixed at that moment 
(Rev: 22:11). What a momentous occasion is the point of death! 
The character we have at that moment will be our character and 
position forever. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus teaches 
us that the immortal soul will be either in the eternal blessedness 
of the saints with Christ, or in the eternal misery of the lost with 
Satan.

Christ’s resurrection
The most conclusive proof was in Christ rising again from the 
dead and His brief return to this world. ‘Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance, 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you’ (1Pet.1:3-4). The resurrection of Christ is 
therefore the guarantee of the resurrection of believers. Their 
immortal souls will be united to the identical body which they 
had in this world, only now changed to a spiritual body prepared 
for its eternal existence. It is not a bare endless existence, but for 
the believer a rapturous life of bliss in communion with God in 
Jesus Christ. The appearance of Moses and Elijah on the mount 

of transfiguration indicates the glorious condition they were in, 
yet they had died hundreds of years before.
Humanistic Funerals
Humanistic funerals where they sing favourite songs, and tell 
jokes in eulogising the deceased, seem to have become fashionable 
in our day. They call the funeral, ‘a Celebration’ of a life now 
deceased. Surely this is a shallow view of man, when they leave 
God and eternity out, and praise someone who no longer exists! 
There is an emptiness in these funerals that must give a sense of 
unease to any thoughtful person. 

Spiritual resurrection
A man never knows really and truly that he has a soul till life 
is put into it. The ‘fall’ left us without spiritual life, ‘dead in 
trespasses and sins’. Until ‘born again’ there will be no real and 
saving response to the Gospel call. What a great change comes 
in the soul when it is awakened by the Holy Spirit – a change in 
direction and a change in feelings! Our self-righteousness kept us 
from Christ but now we are willing to have Christ as our ‘all in all’ 
on His terms. Now grieved at our own sinfulness, Christ becomes 
so precious that we cannot do without Him. We may even have 
had a respect for the Bible as the word of God, now it becomes 
like a new book with power on our souls. The soul that once was 
‘dead in trespasses and sins’ is now alive to the spiritual things of 
God’s kingdom. Above all, Christ is made precious to us.

Eternal death
The true believer will never experience death in the highest sense. 
That is eternal death. The spiritual life of the true believer will 
never die, even when crossing the river to the other side. On the 
other hand, the soul of the unbeliever will exist forever, but in such 
a condition as to be called eternal death – not out of existence, but 
forever separate from God’s mercy. How momentous is the point 
of death, when our eternity is settled forever! ‘For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?’ (Mt.16:26).

Salvation
Man cannot save himself, or make himself into a ‘new creature 
in Christ’. We can only turn our eyes to the one who is able to 
do this for us. Nicodemus when he heard that we must be ‘born 
again’, did not turn his back on Christ and go away. We find him 
later witnessing on Christ’s behalf to the Sanhedrin. Eventually he 
came out openly on Christ’s side. Our Lord said to the impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda, ‘Rise, take up thy bed and walk!’ It 
was the very thing the man could not do! He could only look to 
our Lord to do this for him. This was his only hope. Our faith is 
so weak, and our unbelief so strong! We can only cry with tears in 
our eyes, ‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief ’ (Mk.9:24). It 
is natural for our fallen nature to disbelieve God. This sometimes 
makes it difficult for the child of God to give full credit to His 
promises in the Scriptures. Sometimes it seems too good to be 
true! 
However, if God has given a deathblow to our self-righteousness, 
and made Christ our only hope of acceptance, if God in Christ 
is our life, then it must be a work above nature. The true believer 
will never be satisfied with a cold knowledge, or with empty 
forms of worship. They will long for the Lord’s presence, for 
fellowship, and the assurance of His love. If this is denied then 
they are cast down in their soul. They feel that their spiritual life 
is a barren wilderness. When they go to the Sabbath services, or 
to the prayer meetings, or to the Throne of Grace, they feel that 
all is well if they feel His presence, but if not, then nothing is well. 
Eternal life begins in this world.
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There was a time in the history of this country when the 
Sabbath – or Lord’s day – was carefully observed. There 
is a sense in which the Christian Sabbath is a test of the 

presence of a vital Christianity. Of course a perfectly quiet Sabbath 
does not mean that all is well spiritually. Yet a vital Christianity 
will surely be found when people do have positive attitudes to the 
Christian Sabbath and its observance. True, it will not do to be 
‘Christian’ the first day of the week, and ‘secular’ the other days. 
Christian faith and life is to be reflected in every aspect and area 
of life. This much is implicit in the Fourth Commandment, which 
of course is not just about the Sabbath, but all our time. Alexander 
Whyte said this about the Christian’s day of rest and worship: 
‘It is an infallible sign of the state of true religion in a land, in a 
church, in a family, and in a man’s own heart and life... it is the 
sign of a standing or falling church. There is perhaps no surer 
sign of a falling Christian than a growing neglect of Sabbath-
day ordinances, and an indolent and profane abuse of its sacred 
and priceless hours’. By this standard the state of true religion 
in our land is low. In that sense the Sabbath and its observance 
is an indicator and symptom of a malaise. It has clearly been a 
ploy of the evil one in his attack on Christianity to loosen regard 
for the Christian Sabbath and its proper observance, not least 
among professing Christians. In this no doubt Television has 
had a profound effect, as it has on all public and private morality. 
Firstly, let us notice two things in approaching the Fourth 
Commandment:
(1) It is stated positively. In the common mind the Sabbath or 

Lord’s Day observance has negative connotations. No doubt 
there are negative requirements to all the commandments: 
‘Thou shalt not...’. This is inevitable in a fallen world. But the 
Sabbath in essence is not just ‘abstention’ from this or that. 
Rather, for the believer it is a ‘market day of the soul’ as the 
Puritans used to put it. Rest is of course important, but the 
best use of the day is made in what you do for your soul on 
that day.

(2) ‘Sabbath’ does not mean ‘seventh’. It means, literally, ‘rest’. In 
other words it is not a necessity of the nature of the Sabbath 
that it is the ‘seventh day of the week’. The change of day to the 
first day of the week was necessary through the coming and the 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit which marked the birth of the distinctively Christian 
church. The Sabbath is not distinctly and only ‘Jewish’. It is 
good for us to look at this commandment (Ex.20:8-11) again 
and restate its meaning and application not least in a New 
Testament context.

1) What are the obligations attached to Sabbath 
observance?

As we look at the commandment the obligation is clear: One 
whole day in seven is to be specially given over to the Lord in 
rest and in worship (albeit also in such works as may be works 
of necessity, mercy and piety). This is clear from the form of the 
commandment in Exodus 20:8-11. Its permanence and morality 
is established by the linking of the Sabbath with the pattern of 
the creation week. It is a ‘creation ordinance’. Given its institution 
before the fall of man into sin, as well as its inclusion in the moral 
law, it is clear that this is an ordinance for man’s good. It was not 
just ‘Jewish’, nor was it just ‘ceremonial’. It is distinctly moral, 
and therefore of permanent application. Of course there were 
ceremonial aspects and no doubt such aspects are referred to, for 
example, in Colossians 2:16. 
To summarise, it is clear that the law contained in this 
commandment is moral and permanent for these reasons:
(a) The day of rest was instituted at creation before man’s fall into 

sin;
(b) The arguments in the Fourth Commandment are moral and 

not ceremonial (either in Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5);
(c) The other commandments in the Decalogue are certainly 

moral and the Fourth cannot be different;
(d) The Sabbath was to be kept by ‘strangers’ also (see Nehemiah 

13) though they had no obligations under the ceremonial law; 
and finally,

(e) The commandment is not abrogated in the New Testament.
The encouragement to ‘remember’ the Sabbath indicates that it 

must have been established before the law, something that the 
pattern of manna gathering in Exodus 16 clearly indicates. 
The obligations are moral and spiritual.

2) What day is to be observed?
The Sabbath clearly demarcated man’s weeks, something not 
astronomically fixed  (unlike days and years). The principle of the 
Sabbath is that one day in seven is to be specially observed by all 
people in honour to God and in the interests of their souls. But 
what day of the week is to be the Sabbath? Some say, ‘It should be 
the seventh day of the week. That is what it appears to be in the 
Old Testament’. How is it that we have a first-day Sabbath, and is 
that of any real importance? Let me summarise the arguments for 
our observing of the Christian Sabbath or Lord’s day on the first 
day of the week.
(1) There is the use of the term ‘Lord’s day’ in Revelation 1:10. This 

is at least highly suggestive, taken along with other arguments. 
It seems clear that this refers to the day of Christian worship. 
Why should that term ‘Lord’s Day’ be used? It is argued that 
this fits well with that greatest of days for the Christian, 
which to the New Testament believer is surely the day of 

Why Keep the Lord's Day?
Rev John Keddie
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resurrection. It is by the resurrection of the Lord after all that 
we know that our faith is not in vain (1Cor.15:17-20)! And 
the resurrection was on the first day of the week (Mt.28:1). 
It is little wonder that this became the new Sabbath for the 
Christian Church, indeed in a real sense it became a necessity 
that it should be so. It is inevitable that the Christian’s Sabbath 
would commemorate the Lord’s triumphal rising from the 
dead. 

(2) There are numerous indicators that the first day of the 
week was specially observed in the Church. For example, 
there are the meetings of Jesus with the disciples after His 
resurrection, both on the first day of the week (Jn.20:19,26); 
there is the incident in Acts 20 when Paul ‘breaks bread’ and 
preaches (v7), and the taking up of collections specified in 1 
Corinthians 16:2. Such ‘first day’ religious activities are at least 
strongly suggestive of a change of day.

(3) There is the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. This was seven 
weeks to the day after the rising of Jesus from the dead and 
again therefore on the first day of the week. It is not surprising 
that that event which was in effect the birth-date of the 
Christian church should also be significant as the apostolic 
day of gathering and worship. It stands to reason, therefore, 
that the Christian’s Sabbath would be the first day of the week, 
seeing Christ triumphed over death on that day, and the Spirit 
came to give special life to the Church on that day.

3) How is the day to be kept? 
The proper observance is summed up as rest and worship. It is 
to be remembered, and it is to be kept holy. It is best to approach 
the day in this conscientious way: as an opportunity for giving 
ourselves as far as possible to the concerns of our souls, as well as 
not giving ourselves to what can very well be done on other days 
(eg daily work, sports and recreations, entertainments, chores, 
unnecessary travel). We should think in positive terms of the 
benefits it affords when properly used to advance the life of God 
in the soul. We will say to ourselves: ‘How can I make the best use 
of this day to advance spiritual religion in my life?’ ‘How can I 
grow in my understanding of the Word of God?’ 
With this there will be as far as possible a laying aside of normal 
duties, except such as are mercy and necessity. It is amazing to me 
that professing Christians and churches are not more concerned 
with the use of the Lord’s day. After all, this is not a notable age for 
piety. It appears to be a day in which there is a low ebb spiritually. 
This seems all the more reason to emphasise the spiritual benefits 
of the Lord’s day rather then argue against its perpetual obligation! 
Let it be a day, my dear friends, in which you give attention to your 
souls; in which you attend the ordinances; in which you meditate 
on the Word; in which you pray and humble yourself before the 
Lord. Let it be a day of joy and gladness; a day for the Lord. Let us 
be clear too, that it is a day for all to keep. I know you cannot force 
people to observe the day. But you can encourage and use moral 
suasion, and show how it can be used. And seek to be bold like 
Nehemiah (13:15-18). Let us be sure to give the right impression: 
that this is a jewel of days, a treasure for the individual and for the 
family and for the nation – and of course the church. Who among 
us is so advanced in the way of the Lord that we can do without 
the Sabbath in whole or in part? Let us seek to limit the intrusion 
of distractions such as the media, and let us have a heart for this 
market day of the soul.
4) What is the practical significance of Lord’s Day 
observance?
(1) First of all, it encourages a proper recognition of God and His 

claims upon us. Especially in relation to our use of time. It is 

a day which used aright will keep a society from the corrupt 
influence of complete secularism.

(2) Secondly, it encourages man’s relationship with Christ. For it 
gives opportunity for worship in private and public not found 
so directly on other days.

(3) Thirdly, it provides rest from weekly toil even for people who 
are aged or retired. And the first-day Sabbath emphasises the 
priority of the heavenly over the earthly (important as the 
earthly is in its place in terms of the 4th commandment).

(4) Fourthly, it is an index of the state of a person’s soul. The 
Sabbath is respected and observed by lively Christians. ‘There 
is no surer sign’, says one writer, ‘that a young man (or older 
person) is declining from faith and personal religion than 
when he (or she) begins to find his own pleasure and do his 
own way on the Lord’s holy day’.

(5) Finally, it points people forward to heavenly rest. It will be 
– ought to be - treated as a foretaste of heaven. This is basically 
the perspective of Hebrews 4. ‘There remains a rest (literally a 
keeping of the Sabbath) to the people of God’. Yes, an eternal 
Sabbath 

‘Where congregations ne’er break up,
and Sabbaths never end’.

And here the question may legitimately be asked: if you have little 
or no appetite for our earthly Sabbath, what real taste is there in 
you for the Heavenly state? If you find the Sabbath drags, like the 
traders in Amos’s day (8:5-6) or Nehemiah’s day (13:20ff), then 
look to your soul and seek the Lord. 
And mind you, you may say to me, ‘Well, preacher, I do my very 
best to keep the Lord’s day – I always have, and I deplore all 
the changes in attitudes to this day’. But let me just remind you, 
Sabbath keeping never saved a soul. It may be possible to be as 
careful as any human being might be in outwardly observing 
the Lord’s day and yet be a stranger to God and to grace. Your 
first priority is the one thing needful – having Christ by faith. It 
is not of course either/or but both/and. So let those who are still 
Christless, repent of sin, turn to the Lord, and seek His salvation.
I close with the moving words of Robert Murray McCheyne in his 
tract, ‘I love the Lord’s day’:
When a believer lays aside his pen or loom, brushes aside his 
worldly cares, leaving them behind him, with his week-day 
clothes, and comes up to the house of God, it is like the morning 
of the resurrection, the day when we shall come out of great 
tribulation into the presence of God and the Lamb. When he sits 
under the preached word, and hears the voice of the shepherd 
leading and feeding his soul, it reminds him of the day when the 
Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall feed him and lead 
him to living fountains of waters. When he joins in the Psalm of 
praise, it reminds him of the day when his hands shall strike the 
harp of God.
When he retires, and meets with God in secret in his closet, or, 
like Isaac, in some favourite spot near his dwelling, it reminds him 
of the day when ‘he shall be a pillar in the house of our God, and 
go no more out’. 
This is the reason why we love the Lord’s day. This is the reason 
why we ‘call the Sabbath a delight’. A well-spent Sabbath we feel 
to be a day of heaven upon earth; for this reason we wish our 
Sabbaths to be wholly given to God. We love to spend the whole 
time in the public and private exercises of God’s worship, except 
so much as is taken up in the works of necessity and mercy. We 
love to rise early on that morning, and to sit up late, that we may 
have a long day with God. How many may know from this that 
they will never be in heaven! A straw on the surface can tell which 
way the stream is flowing.
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Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)       

NET INCOME FROM CONGREGATIONS

Caithness & Sutherland
Brora 1,600 14,652  13,385 
Assynt & Scourie 300 6,120  5,296 
Total Caithness & Sutherland 1,900 20,772  18,681 

Inverness
Duthil-Dores 924 16,021  20,457 
Inverness 2,000 25,337  15,614 
Total Inverness 2,924 41,358  36,071 

Ross
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,200 11,993  10,069 
Kiltearn 1,700 15,060  14,640 
Tarbat 750 6,152  7,550 
Total Ross 3,650 33,205  32,259 

Edinburgh
Aberdeen 450 5,325  6,421 
Edinburgh 0 20,598  23,500 
Total Edinburgh 450 25,923  29,921 

Glasgow
Ayr 0 1,119  3,702 
Arran 245 4,794  4,623 
Dumfries 0 768  2,760 
Glasgow - Partick 1,800 22,800  29,000 
Glasgow - Shettleston 900 9,230  9,147 
Glasgow - Thornwood 2,400 16,032  17,672 
Rothesay 755 2,051  1,652 
Total Glasgow 6,100 56,794  68,555 

Lewis
Cross 1,955 17,117  16,966 
Harris - Leverburgh 1,000 9,322  10,124 
Harris - Scalpay 1,300 10,253  12,635 
Knock & Point 800 7,050  5,824 
Stornoway 5,150 38,431  37,767 
Total Lewis 10,205 82,173  83,317 

Lochcarron
Glenelg & Arnisdale 107 1,436  1,315 
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 806 10,077  8,804 
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 9,168  8,752 
Total Lochcarron 913 20,681  18,871 

Skye & Uist
Bracadale 1,000 9,213  9,696 
Duirinish (Waternish) 400 3,237  3,637 
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 11,374  8,274 
North Uist 700 7,318  4,264 
Portree 2,120 20,625  21,034 
Snizort 0 14,010  15,163 
Strath 1,600 17,422  17,009 
Total Skye & Uist 7,120 83,199  79,077 
ToTaL From congregaTions  33,263 364,105  366,750 
oTher DonaTions  220 7,612  17,125 
ToTaL 33,483 371,717  383,875 
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Dear friends
‘Be strong and of good courage, be not afraid, nor be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go’ (Joshua 1:9).

Snakes
We’re back at Covenant College for the 2nd term of 2006. Before 
we left our home at Pringle Bay in the beginning of July, we 
encountered a Berg Adder (a very poisonous snake) in our garage 
and a baboon on our driveway and we also had a day without 
electricity. In this manner the Lord wanted to prepare us for our 
return to Zambia. You see, we get snakes in towns as well as in 
the African Bush. Since we arrived here the farm workers killed 
a huge spitting cobra in the chicken-shed and a three feet long 
python in the field! We always have to be alert and careful where 
we step .One comfort we experience is that the insects are very 
few at the moment.

Trust Meeting
At the Trust meeting of 2005, Jan was commissioned to investigate 
the possibility of accreditation for the College. This resulted in 
a visit (the first week of the term) by a delegation of four from 
Mukhanyo Theological College, North of Pretoria. It comprised 
Dr Flip Buys, Rev Johannes Aucamp and his wife Lizanne and Rev 
Brian de Vries (from the USA). Positive discussions took place 
and an encouraging report from them was received.
This year’s Covenant College Trust Meeting was held on the 29th 
July. Two delegates from the Heritage Reformed Congregations 
in the USA, Bill Tanis and Chris Corbone came. They are from 
the Church which sent the Molenaars. Also present was the Rev 
Tim McGlynn from FCC in Scotland, Mr Joseph Pettitt from 
England, Dr. Flip Buys from SA, Pastor Eugene Kalungu from 
Kabwe, Rev Charles Zulu from Lusaka, Rev Miti and Solomon 
Lungu from Petauke, with Jan, Cees, Phil and Mr Justin Phiri, our 
administrator and librarian.

Blessed Day
We praise the Lord for a blessed day and for all of you who prayed 
specifically for this very important meeting. Although the meeting 
took up the whole day – from 8am to 9pm – God undertook for 
all present and a good spirit prevailed amongst everyone. It was a 
productive time, well spent and good resolutions were made. The 
College stays on the farm and will not move to the Boma (regional 
town). Good relations with Mukhanyo Theological College have 
been started and we will be working towards accreditation with 
them. A family house for the Molenaars will be built DV and 
electricity installed on the mission.

Ladies’ meeting
We had our first Ladies’ meeting with twenty ladies attending. 
Fransa continued with a Bible study on, ‘Why was the Bible 
written?’ and ‘Who wrote the Bible?’ and encouraged the ladies 
to use and read their Bibles daily. We invited a local Zambian 
nursing sister, Nissi Tembo, to talk to the ladies about health 
issues. Mirjam did an English conversation class and cooking 
demonstration with them in our new kitchen/dining room. We 
all enjoyed the food prepared for lunch and everybody learned 
something new and useful.

Children
This term we divided the children into two age groups – all the 
small ones up to age 10 go to Mirjam in the lecture hall and Fransa 
takes all from age 11 and older in the dining hall. We have them 

now on a Friday during school term (July and September) and 
on a Wednesday during their holidays (August). We continue 
with the life of Joshua and the Judges from the Bible and teach 
them also gospel songs and memory verses. Anneke, a Dutch 
lady, who works with children in Petauke, joined us on both these 
occasions.

Lectures
In the Lecture Hall Jan is teaching from a biblical perspective on 
the very important subject of sorcery and witchcraft. The students 
are opening up and good discussions follow. Please pray the evil 
one will be exposed for who he is and that many might be set free 
from the fear and bondage of these evil practices. Cees lectures 
on Dogmatics and Tim McGlynn taught on the New Testament 
Epistle of 1 Peter.

Wedding
We were invited to our cook’s son’s wedding, which was a joyous 
occasion. Jan brought a message from God’s Word and there were 
more than 300 people gathered under a huge tree in the village. 
Two pigs, two goats, four chickens and 7x 50kg maize meal for 
nsima were cooked! The bride and groom sat under a construction 
made of poles with a grass roof and did not look up or smile all the 
time. It is regarded as a very serious step to get married.

New Students
We received two new students on the evening of the 25th July. 
Eric Shumba and Judah Nkhoma both come from Chipata. Four 
of our students attended a pastors’ conference in Chipata the 2nd 
week of the term and encouraged these men to come to Covenant 
College. We thank the Lord for the wonderful way in which He 
sends men to come and be trained. In a lighter tone (or maybe 
rather more serious) there are rumours of lions in the area now for 
some time. Our cook reported late one morning and mentioned 
that six lions were spotted near Petauke crossing the tarmac. Cees 
and the delegation also saw some tracks that looked like lions’ just 
off the main road coming to the mission!
Please continue to pray for all of us as we have a very busy term and 
many people coming and going on the mission. Mirjam’s parents 
are due to visit them next week and our daughter, Marcelle, wants 
to come for two weeks at the end of the month. We still have the 
pastors’ conference coming up at the end of August and expect 
even more pastors than last year. The Lord has been very gracious 
to us and we are so aware of His protection and provision. May He 
also bless each one of you as you read this letter and supply in all 
your needs.
In His service,
With much love,
Jan & Fransa
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But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner 
of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Luke 11:42
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