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Paul says to Timothy that God our Saviour ‘will have all men 
to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth’ 

(1Tim.2:4). But what does the Apostle mean? Does he really here 
refer to all men and women and children who live in the world and 
will live in future? Is there a kindness and a good will in God to 
everyone? The word used here in the Greek is qevlw [thelo] rather 
than bouvlomai [boulomai] and means to ‘wish’ and ‘desire’, rather 
than to ‘will’ and ‘determine’. So what is meant by the ‘all men’ 
whom God wishes or desires to save?

Limited Atonement
Some argue that we should look to verse 6 and start from there, 
working backwards. Christ Jesus ‘gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time’. Now, they say, we know that Christ died 
only for the elect. If He had died for every single person then every 
single person would be saved. By His death Christ pays the price 
for sin. That price or penalty will not be required twice. So, they 
argue, the ‘all’ of verse 6 is the elect and the all of verse 4 should 
be just the elect 
too. God wishes 
only the salvation 
of the elect and the 
all must refer to the 
elect from amongst 
all kinds of people. 
But does this give 
the true meaning of 
the passage or is it 
the product of an oversensitive, defensive Calvinism? Let’s start at 
the beginning of the passage and work through it in the normal 
and logical way. Timothy would read it from the beginning not 
backwards.

Pray for all
In verse 1 the apostle exhorts that prayers be ‘made for all men’. 
Are we just to pray for the elect? Paul could have stated that if he 
wished. No, just as we are to love all, including our enemies, so we 
are to pray for all. Of course we cannot pray for every individual 
in the world in a specific way but we can pray for all in a general 
way and we ought to pray specifically for all whom we know. We 
do not know who the elect are and should not try to decide but 
rather leave that in God’s hands. We ought to pray for all. In verse 
2 certain classes of men are mentioned for whom we should make 
specific prayers. We do not enjoy persecution and wish to live 
quiet and peaceable lives and therefore we are to pray for kings and 
presidents and magistrates. We should pray for their salvation but 
also, if it is not God’s plan to save them, that they would rule in the 
fear of God, maintain righteousness and refrain from persecuting 
the Christian church. Verse 3 announces that there are certain 
things which are good and acceptable in the sight of God. What 
are these things? Obviously the things referred to in the preceding 
sentence and linked to the principal verb. It is ‘good and acceptable 
before God that ‘supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men’. Then the reason for this, and why 
it is good and acceptable, is given. It is because God our Saviour 
‘will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth’.

God wills the salvation of all
The most natural way to take the words that God ‘will have all men 
to be saved’ is that the all men is universal. Then the ‘all men’ in 
verse 1 and the ‘all men’ in verse 4 are the same and refer to the 
same group. Those who start with election and see predestination 
as the most important doctrine in the whole Bible argue that God 
loves all the elect and hates all the non-elect and that is the whole 
story. Now election is clearly taught in Romans 9 and Ephesians 1 
and many other passages. But the Bible also teaches God’s goodness 
to all (Psalm 145:9) and His kindness to His enemies without 
distinction in that, for example, He causes His rain to fall on them 
and His sun to shine on them (Mt.5:43-48). Why then should there 
be a problem in accepting that there is a kind disposition in God to 
all even the non-elect in willing, wishing, desiring their salvation, 
though for His own glory He has not decreed it and therefore 
they will not be saved? Does He not in this way leave men and 
women without excuse? Does He not require of His church to go 

into all the world 
and preach the 
Gospel to all men 
pleading with them 
all to repent and be 
converted? Is it not 
His revealed will 
in Scripture that 
all men be saved? 
Is it not the duty 
of every man and 

woman to turn from their sins and believe in Christ? If that is their 
duty to God are we going to say that God does not want them to 
do it? Let the Scriptures speak. God ‘will have all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth’.

A ransom for all?
Is there any sense in which Christ is a ransom for all? If not, then 
there are problems with our understanding of this passage. Look 
carefully at the words: ‘Who gave himself for all, to be testified in 
due time’. The emphasis here is on the ‘all’ and the ‘testifying’ or 
witnessing or preaching to all. The preaching or testifying is to 
be to all men without distinction. It is not simply to the elect that 
the church is to preach. But what is the message which is to be 
preached? Surely it is this, that there is only one God and there is 
only ‘one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
who gave himself a ransom for all’. What is the Gospel? It is Jesus 
and His death for sin on the cross and His resurrection. He has 
paid the ransom. All who believe in Him will be saved. His saving 
work is to be proclaimed to every man and woman and child 
in the world with the challenge that if they believe in Him they 
will be saved but if they do not believe they will be cast into hell 
forever. The ransom was only for the elect and yet it is for all, in 
the sense that it is proclaimed to all. ‘Whosoever will, let him take’ 
(Rev.22:17). ‘How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation’ 
(Heb.2:3)? Hell is the awful place it is, because sinners refuse the 
Saviour. Whoever you are, whatever you have done, there is a 
Saviour, come to Him and be saved! Trust in Him and you will 
never perish! He is a ‘ransom for all’ and the only ransom.

"...there is a kind disposition in God 
to all even the non-elect in willing, 
wishing, desiring their salvation..."

A Willing Saviour
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This is the substance of a paper presented to the Spring Conference 
in April 2006
The term ‘church’ is used in Scripture and indeed amongst 
ourselves, to mean different things at different times and in 
different contexts. We speak of the church as meaning the whole 
company of the redeemed who are predestined to life eternal. This 
true church is invisible and universal and admission to it is not by 
man but by God, to whom alone its membership is known. We 
also speak of the church as the universal community of professing 
Christians scattered across the world at any one moment in 
time and, incidentally, though separated by geography, opinion 
and history, it is one body. James Moir Porteous in his book, 
Jesus Christ King of the Church makes this point when he says,  
‘Wherever then, on earth, genuine piety is found, as shown by 
repentance, faith and love to Christ, there exists the members 
of the true church. Divided they may be by many barriers. High 
mountains, broad rivers, stormy seas, imaginary boundaries, 
human ignorance, passion, prejudice, unbelief and sin may keep 
them apart. Notwithstanding all peculiarities, they are one in the 
unity of the Spirit and are all built upon the one foundation laid in 
Zion’. We also use the term to refer to the local church, that part of 
the body of Christ found in one particular location. And it is with 
that local body that we are particularly concerned.
The new convert is not an isolated individual, alone in the world. 
The Bible teaches us that the Christian by the new birth has 
become part of the Christian community. The Bible uses the 
language of family to illustrate this for us. It speaks of the Lord 
entering into a fatherly relationship with His people. Within the 
natural family unit we have privileges and responsibilities and 
this spiritual family is no different. The Bible also employs the 
illustration of the church as a kingdom and again privileges and 
responsibilities apply.
On conversion we become part of this family and kingdom 
inwardly but we are also to be a part of this kingdom outwardly 
in this world. This is done by seeking and receiving membership 
in the local congregation. When a person is received into 
membership of the local church the phrase is often used that 
the person admitted has been received into all the privileges 
associated with membership. What are some of these privileges?

1. IDENTIFICATION
Identity is important to us all. We are identified in many different 
ways by our family our home location and by our spiritual 
condition. Our native identity is not one which carries blessing 
with it for we are ‘of our father the devil’. That is a terrible identity 
to have. In a fallen world it is a great privilege to have another 

identity, an infinitely better identity, to be one of the people of 
God.  
We think of the great blessing it was for the Old Testament Jew 
to be associated with the church, the people of God. They were 
marked out in this way from all the people around them carrying 
a special name and identity. What a great privilege Ruth and also 
Rahab counted it, to be identified with the people of God. Ruth 
rightly saw it as something to be highly prized ‘thy people shall be 
my people and thy God my God’! In the New Testament we find 
Gentiles who are strangers from the commonwealth of Israel and 
what joy for such to be admitted into that commonwealth. What 
a glad day in the experience of Cornelius to discover that not only 
was his prayer heard but that he and his household were to be no 
longer regarded as outsiders looking in but a part of the body! 
Still, it is an inexpressible privilege to be identified with the people 
of God and to be counted as one of them. Perhaps you can follow 
this in your own experience. When you were converted your 
desire was to be identified with the people of God. However you 
remained for a time without making profession of faith and can 
recall sitting at a communion service apart from the Lord’s people 
and feeling keenly your isolation and separation. What a relief, 
what a blessing, what a privilege to be able at last to sit with them 
and be identified with them when at last you became a member!

2. PARTICIPATION
Closely allied to identification is another privilege belonging to 
members, the privilege of participation. 
1. They share together in worship. Everyone in church shares in 

the worship service, but the Lord’s people participate together 
in a sense in which the unbeliever who is present never does. 
At best, such a person, to use the language I used earlier, is 
an outsider separate from the commonwealth. Not so, never 
so, the child of God. United in one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism they sit together, sing together, pray together, hear the 
word together like a family sitting at the table eating a meal 
together. That participating together which they experience 
each Sabbath is a foretaste of their participating together in 
the eternal Sabbath. 

2. Perhaps this matter of participation is nowhere more obvious 
and apparent than in the Lord’s Supper. There they sit 
together and share with each other the elements of the broken 
body and shed blood, participating in the sacrament one with 
another. The physical closeness at the table, the handling of 
the bread together and the common cup all serve to emphasise 
their union with Christ and one another (1Cor.10:16-17). One 
of the problems in the church at Corinth was the breakdown 

Privileges of Church 
Membership
Rev M A N Macleod 
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of this emphasis on participation with one another. Charles 
Hodge comments that they were instructed, ‘to wait for each 
other and make it a joint service’ in other words participate 
together. I think it is Leon Morris who comments that, 
‘the loveless abuse in Corinth was a blatant denial of the 
fellowship which this common meal was meant to express’.  
Only those in membership within the church are accorded 
this privilege and it is a benefit not to be despised or lightly 
esteemed. What a blessing it was for the disciples to be in the 
company of the Lord sharing in the sacrament He instituted. 
And what a blessing it is still.

3. Another factor in participation is the privilege accorded to 
members to play their own crucial part in the ongoing life 
of the church. Those who are in membership have a role 
to play in the work and advance of the kingdom of Christ 
in this world. One example of this lies in their power and 
duty to elect their office-bearers. We live in a day when 
this principle has been eroded away in many places and we 
might be tempted to think that we who hold to this practice 
are the ones who are out of step with Christendom. Is this 
practice just a peculiarity and perhaps even an innovation 
of a few churches? Not at all for when we go back into the 
history of the church we find clear evidence of this practice.  
According to Dr. William Cunningham, this practice can be 
traced back into the early church and he cites for example the 
testimony of Clement. Cunningham goes on to refer to Blondell 
who has ‘collected all the evidence bearing on this subject, and 
proved that the people continued generally to have a real and 
effective voice in the appointment of their ministers for nearly 
1000 years after the foundation of the Christian church’. In the 
5th and 6th Centuries we find enactments passed by church 
councils and other eminent ecclesiastical authorities against 
intrusion of ministers against the will of the people. This then 
is an ancient privilege and one to be highly prized. 

4. We also participate in the work of the Kingdom by our givings, 
which again is a privilege. What a privilege it is to be able, even 
in a small way, to do and give something for the kingdom of 
Christ. While this is not the exclusive domain of the church 
member, and how thankful we are for those who while not in 
membership give willingly and sacrificially, it is another one of 
those privileges afforded to the people of God.

 3. SUBJECTION
Firstly, it is a privilege to be subject to Christ. Now it is not of 
course considered a privilege by the unregenerate man and such 
is one reason for their hostility to the gospel. However the believer 
by the work of God’s Spirit is made happy and willing to be subject 
to their Lord. One can have such subjection without having local 
church membership but on gaining such membership we also 
become subject to those who lead and rule in the local church and 
under whose care we have come.
To quote again from James Moir Porteous: ‘In every church, 
admission, regulation and expulsion is by associated elders. In 
Thessalonica the Christians are exhorted to “know them that are 
over you in the Lord”, Hebrew Christians also, to “remember them 
which have the rule over you”’. It is a great privilege to have under-
shepherds who are appointed to care for the flock of God. Many in 
the world have no such privilege and are as sheep scattered abroad 
having no shepherd. 
It is your privilege, on becoming a church member to have elders 
set over you in the Lord. When the local elders received you 
formally into membership you came under their care in a new 
and special way and they took upon themselves an obligation to 
care for you and your spiritual needs in a very real sense as never 
before (Acts 20:28).
From these men you can, in turn, expect encouragement, guidance, 
comfort and when necessary rebuke. 
Remember how Peter exhorts his fellow elders in 1Peter 5. 
Solemnly he lays out their duties and responsibilities and then 
says, ‘Likewise ye younger submit yourselves unto the elder’. It is 
in the very context of elders’ duties that the need for submission 
is underlined. The two work together in harmony. Calvin in his 
comments on that verse says, ‘pastors cannot perform their duty, 
except this reverential feeling prevailed and was cultivated, so 
that the younger suffered themselves to be ruled; for if there be 
no subjection, government is overruled’. And in consequence real 
care becomes impossible. 
I make no pretence that the points raised in any way exhaust 
the privileges of membership however in such a wide area some 
specifics have to be focused on and we trust that our consideration 
of identification, participation and subjection may prove helpful 
and edifying
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A church, whatever its name or creed, seldom if ever rises 
above the level of its ministry. Ministers are the gift 
of Christ to His people and, generally speaking, the 

spirituality of the people is a direct and visible reflection of the 
spirituality of the pulpit. Poor and unspiritual preachers may 
have for a time some excellent hearers; and excellent preachers 
may have some worldly-minded members. But as time goes 
on the quality of the ministry will determine the quality of the 
membership, either for better or for worse. The old proverb, ‘Like 
priest, like people’, is confirmed by experience.
It is inevitable that this principle should be true. The relationship 
of preacher to people is that of a shepherd to his sheep. His 
skill, or lack of it, in leading his flock in the paths of grace and 
knowledge must have a controlling influence on the spiritual 
character of his people. The measure of his holiness and maturity 
in the faith cannot but determine, to a large 
extent, the level of his people’s progress 
in holiness. Eminent ministers have always 
been conscious of this. It was M’Cheyne who 
said, ‘My people’s greatest need is my own 
personal holiness’.

A most serious work
No work in the world is so serious as that of 
a Christian minister. He stands before men 
in the name of God to declare to them a 
message which will affect their future life and 
well-being for time and eternity. The souls of 
our hearers, if we claim to be preachers of the 
gospel, will either be made more heavenly or else more worldly 
by what we preach, and by the way in which we live our life 
before them. More awesome still, the souls of men who listen to 
our sermons and watch our lives will, to a great extent, owe their 
eternal happiness, or else eternal misery, to us. Congregations 
will rise up in the judgment day to bless their minister for his 
faithfulness – or else to curse him for his unfaithfulness.
This solemn truth should grip the mind and conscience of every 
man who aspires to be a preacher. It should follow every man who 
has undertaken the work of the ministry until his dying day. It 
should govern his whole attitude to his work, as it did Paul when 
he cried out, ‘Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!’ (1Cor. 
9:16).
Ah! If only men who enter the Christian ministry all felt the force 
of Paul’s ‘Woe is me!’ It would put an end to so much that is wrong 
in all the churches of Christ in this world. Let all of us who profess 
to be called to this work lay to heart the greatness of the task.

This challenge is to ministers in broad churches who have made 
a pillow of ease out of the Liberal, Bible-doubting theology of 
their college lecturers. If they have not preached the gospel but 
denied it in their preaching, they will feel the force of Paul’s ‘Woe 
is me’ in the end. The wrath of an angry Christ will devour them 
with eternal fire. It would be better for bad, gospel-suppressing 
ministers if they had never been born – or, at least, never entered 
a pulpit.

Search your heart
This ‘Woe is me’ of Paul’s is a self-scrutinising challenge to us all. 
It sounds with fearful warning in the ears of all ministers who hold 
to sacramentalist theories which teach that Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are all that men need to enter the kingdom of God. Well 
might such ministers tremble at Paul’s ‘Woe is me!’ if they teach 
their hearers that salvation is to be had just from baptismal fonts 

or from communion plates!
The gospel of Christ which Paul preached, 
and which we today must preach, teaches 
and warns men to repent of all sin and to 
flee from the wrath to come. It points to the 
blood of Christ as the only remedy for guilt. 
It affirms that we are all spiritually naked 
before God till we are clothed in Christ’s 
robe of righteousness. It declares that we 
shall not see the kingdom of God till we are 
born again.
The true gospel offers peace to all who 
believe in Christ as Saviour – and it offers 

peace to none but to such as hate their own life, deny themselves 
and take up Christ’s cross till the end of their life.

Wake-Up Call
If one area of church life rather than another needs to be singled 
out for amendment and reformation it is the Christian ministry. 
What churches most need – indeed, what society today most 
needs – is a revitalised Christian ministry. As preachers we need 
to hear the Wake-Up Call of heaven and shake ourselves out of 
every distracting influence which takes us away from the great 
central duties which belong to the ministry.
It is all too easy even for good and sound preachers to slip out 
of the biblical pattern of the Christian ministry. Paul’s ‘Woe is 
me!’ may, even in the lives of men who are Bible-believing and 
zealous, become half-forgotten under the pressure of a hundred 
other duties.
Never perhaps was this more true than in our own day and age. 
There are a score of letters on a man’s desk to reply to. Then there are 

The Minister's 
'Woe is Me'
Rev Maurice Roberts

"...the best things 
of the minister’s life 
are unconsciously 
sacrificed to those 
things which are 

of only secondary 
importance..."
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a score of telephone calls to attend to. After these, there are a score 
of e-mails to answer and after these a score of magazines to scan 
over. And so the days and weeks, the months and even years go by. 
Meanwhile some of the most vital priorities of the ministry have 
to stand by and then take a back seat. The outcome is inevitable: 
the best things of the minister’s life are unconsciously sacrificed to 
those things which are of only secondary importance.
If we as ministers are to have any hope of lifting up the level of 
our work to what our forefathers did and saw before us, we must 
take remedial action. The smaller things of the ministry must be 
sacrificed to protect the bigger things. The secondary matters must 
be sacrificed for those things which are primary. To use apostolic 
language, we need all of us (the writer points the finger at himself 
first) to say: ‘It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, 
and serve tables’ (Acts 6:2). On the contrary, we must somehow 
get back to the place where we can say that ‘we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word’ (Acts 6:4). 
Surely this is our duty.
It would be profitable for all churches everywhere if thought and 
discussion were to be given to this question: ‘Which matters in the 
life of a congregation belong to the category of ‘serving tables’?’ 
Admittedly some persons in a church need to be set aside to 
attend to the ‘serving of tables’. But whoever does those things, it 
ought not normally to be the preacher. His task is to pray, study 
and preach. These are his priority, even if some other things also 
need to be done sometimes by him, such as pastoral visiting, 
counselling, chairing meetings, etc. The bulk of a minister’s time, 
to judge by apostolic practice as witnessed in Acts 6, ought to be 
in the highly spiritual duties of prayer, Bible study and theological 
reading.

Bad habits
Nothing in life is so painful as adjusting our priorities or allocating 
our time and energies differently. We all ‘grow into’ our own way 
of doing our work: so much to this, so much to that task. This 
is of course true of the minister. But herein lies the danger. ‘The 
child is father of the man’ in more ways than one. The way we 

begin as preachers is likely to be the way we go on … and on to 
retirement.
All is well if we begin well. But all too often men – and not one of 
us is above criticism – have picked up bad habits in the beginning 
of their ministry. The outcome is that priorities are habitually 
sacrificed to matters of secondary importance. Prayer becomes a 
mere formality and a brief routine. Theological reading is scanty. 
Sermons shallow. The souls of our people underfed, and even 
unfed.
Self-assessment is painful; but it is essential if we are to see the 
progress we long for. It is better to be mercilessly woken from sleep 
than to sleep on till the house collapses about our ears for want 
of attention. Society all about us is in a fearful state of irreligion 
and ignorance. Yet few are the churches of whatever kind that are 
conspicuous for their gospel influence.
Most of the sinners in any town of the land would not know where 
to go to hear the gospel preached even if they wanted to hear it. 
The sad truth is that the power has gone out of preaching. The 
still sadder truth is that our powerlessness does not seem much 
to trouble us. Churches of every kind, with few exceptions, appear 
content to go on with their routine programmes. The question is 
not being seriously asked, Where is God’s blessing?
Might it not be that God’s silence is a message to us all in the 
ministry that we ought to ‘repent and do the first works’ (Rev. 
2:5)? What are these ‘first works’ in the case of the gospel minister? 
Surely, if we take Paul’s ‘Woe is me!’ to heart, it is our need to put 
forth more energy of soul in prayer and in preparing for the pulpit 
in order to see souls saved. Surely our first work as ministers is to 
immerse our minds in the great writings of Calvin, the Puritans, 
Edwards, Spurgeon and all who preached, and preach, as those 
great men of God did. Then, when our hearts burn within us, we 
are to shut our study door and pour out our hearts to God till he 
gives us a fresh crop of converts in all our congregations.
If we all so seek God, who knows but that the fire would fall – and 
this day of deadness be ended.

God's Good Will to All
John Kennedy (Dingwall), 

in writing his biography of 
John MacDonald of Ferintosh, 
noted the right balance which 
was in the great preacher’s 
ministry:
'While never losing sight 
of God's sovereignty in 
dispensing His grace, he 
(MacDonald) never hesitated 
to proclaim His good will to 
all. He believed on the same 
authority the electiveness of 
God's covenant purposes, and 
the indiscriminateness of His 

gospel calls. No preacher was more careful not to fetter the 
sovereignty of God on the one hand, and on the other, not to limit 
the overtures of His grace. It is strange that those who believe the 
doctrine of election and who preach it, and who also believe, and 
in their teaching insist on, the necessity of regeneration in order 
to faith, should be deemed incapable of honestly, heartily, and 
hopefully inviting sinners, in the Lord's name, to Christ.… He 
has been in the habit, too, of thinking of God's will in its most 
unaccountable volitions. He is therefore quite prepared to find 
mysteriousness investing in it; and its incomprehensibleness is to 
him but an evidence of its divinity’.

The Apostle of the North – The Life and Labours of Rev John 
MacDonald D.D. of Ferintosh, by Rev John Kennedy DD, (Free 
Presbyterian Publications, 1978) p214.
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15 Reasons to take Genesis 
as History
Don Batten and Jonathan 
Sarfati, Creation Ministries 
International, bklt, 32pp, 
$4.00

In recent years there has 
been a growing creation-

science movement in 
which, among other things, 
there has been a concern 
to maintain the first eleven 
chapters of Genesis as a 
sober, straightforward 
historical account of 
origins and early life on 
earth. There is no doubt 
that the rise and advance 
of evolutionary science 
from the latter part of the 
nineteenth century has had 
a profound effect both in 
social life and in church 
life in the West. Biblical 
scholars have tended to 
compromise with the 
evolutionary scheme 
and unwittingly have 
undermined the supreme 
authority and credibility 
of the Bible as the Word 
of God. We are thankful 
to the Lord for a counter-
attack from Biblical 
creationism, based upon 
the historical accuracy and 
reliability of the Scriptures. 
Organisations such as 
Answers in Genesis (based 
in Australia) and the 
Biblical Creation Society 
(based in the UK) have put 
the church in their debt by 
providing a whole range of 
resources and expositions 
in advocating a creationist 
view of origins and 
countering the dominant 
evolutionary perspective.
This brief booklet of 
Don Batten and Jonathan 
Sarfati provides 15 sound 
reasons for taking the 
book of Genesis, chapters 
1 – 11 as ‘a straightforward 
historical account’. In 
brief compass they cover 
matters of interpretation, 
theology, and the centrality 
of Genesis as foundational 
to the Gospel. 
A stimulating and helpful 
book which is nicely 
produced, it is very 

suitable to pass on to any 
who may have questions 
about the place of Genesis 
in our understanding of 
a Biblical view of origins. 
This booklet deserves wide 
distribution.

Rev J W Keddie

Walking with God 
– Learning discipleship in 
the Psalms
Richard D Philips, Banner 
of Truth, pbk, 182pp, £7
First it is important to 
understand what this book 
is setting out to be. It is a 
selective study of certain 
Psalms, designed to teach us 
about the different aspects 
that make up the Christian 
life. It is not a commentary, 
going through all 150 
Psalms. Nor is it primarily 
devotional. It is essentially 
practical, but with much 
that encourages devotion 
in it. Philips divides the 
book into two sections, 
the first dealing with our 
relationship with God and 
then looking at the fruits 
of that relationship. At the 
end there are questions for 
discussion.
The book is easy to read, on 
good paper and with a clear 
type. It was a book that 
I warmed to increasingly 
and enjoyed it more as I 
went through it. There is 
nothing radical in these 
pages and that is not a bad 
thing. It is showing quite 
plainly how we should 
be utilising the Psalms 
to get nearer to our God 
and to follow Him more 
obediently. Often we think 
that because we sing the 
Psalms we must be expert 
in them. But this book has 
much to teach us, not only 
in what the author actually 
says, but the helpful and 
practical way in which he 
approaches his topic. His 
method is to look at the 
Psalms as examples of 
real Christian experience 
and seek to use them as 
spiritual ‘grab handles’ in 
our pilgrimage.

This method should 
continue to be of benefit to 
readers long after they have 
read the book.

Rev Greg MacDonald

A Summary of Christian 
Doctrine 
Louis Berkhof, Banner of 
Truth, pbk, 166pp, £6.75

It is good to see a new 
edition of this classic 

work of Berkhof. The book 
is well laid out with clear 
print on good quality paper. 
In this reviewer’s opinion 
Berkhof ’s Summary is 
unmatched as a handbook 
of Christian doctrine which 
any Christian should find 
helpful and informative. If 
you have this little volume 
on your bookshelf along 
with the Shorter Catechism 
and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and 
study them well, you will 
have an excellent grasp of 
Reformed Theology. The 
Scripture quotations are 
from the A.S.V. but even 
for those of us who love 
and are familiar with the 
A.V. this is not too much of 
a distraction.

Rev Kenneth MacDonald.

The Gospel according to 
the Beatles
Steve Turner, Westminster 
John Knox Press, pbk, 
254pp, $19.95

This is not everyone’s 
book. It is not what 

one might call an edifying 
book. Yet it is useful because 
of the light it sheds on what 
happened to our Western 
civilization in the 1960s and 
since. Steve Turner traces 
the religious and spiritual 
influences upon the four 
young men who formed 
the Beatles pop group and 
in turn the influence they 
had upon society. All four 
of them were brought up in 
‘Christian’ homes and went 
to Sunday school – two 
were Roman Catholic and 
two were Anglican. John 
Lennon was attending 
church three times a Sunday 
and was confirmed at the BO
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age of fifteen and then came 
the turning point in his life. 
He heard Elvis Presley and 
something happened. It 
was a call to freedom that 
resonated with something 
inside him, to be free to do 
what he liked and indulge 
all the lusts of the flesh, 
and so, without realising 
it, he became a slave. He 
and his friends rebelled 
against middle-class 
values, growing their hair 
long and wearing feminine 
clothes. Performing in 
the red light district of 
Hamburg they saw sordid 
immorality and entered 
into it with passion. These 
early years of the Beatles 
were a time of indulgence 
but real satisfaction eluded 
them. Their music became 
immensely popular with 
teenagers. Girls screamed 
and swooned and threw 
themselves at their feet 
in mass hysteria. But for 
themselves the thrill soon 
passed and performances 
were becoming a burden. 
They became aware that 
they were meant to be 
artists and were being 
looked to for ‘spiritual’ 
leadership. They began 
to smoke cannabis. It was 
supposed to bring a new 
and heightened brainpower 
and contact with the 
spiritual world. Then they 
discovered LSD[,] a much 
more powerful drug, but 
again it could not satisfy. 
They were shocked at the 
death of their manager 
Brian Epstein from a 
drug overdose. Then 
came eastern religions, 
Transcendental Meditation 
and Hare Krishna, with the 
promise that they could 
do more to bring one into 
contact with the divine 
without the side-effects. 
With each new phase the 
millions of young people 
followed. They started an 
organisation called Apple 
Corps Ltd with the logo 
of an unbitten apple. It 
was a chance to return to 
Eden. They believed in 

the implicit goodness of 
man. This was to be an 
enterprise free from greed, 
corruption and cynicism, 
and with no one to say 
you can’t do that, or you 
have to start work at 8am 
or checking your honesty. 
Apple would not need the 
normal rules. Needless to 
say it was a disaster. Apple 
Boutique had to be closed 
within six months because 
the staff pilfered the stock. 
Apple Electronics didn’t 
produce a single invention. 
Yes man is fallen! For all 
the emphasis upon ‘love’ 
the Beatles could not stay 
together. In 1970 the group 
folded and they went their 
separate ways. Individually 
they continued their search 
for meaning and the divine 
but it is a sad story. Their 
impact has been immense 
but detrimental.

William Macleod

The ‘Down Grade’ 
Controversy
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 
Pilgrim Publications, pbk, 
110pp, £4.95

It is amazing how 
churches once renowned 

for their evangelicalism 
become liberal. The late 
Nineteenth Century is 
a fascinating period in 
church history but a sad 
one too. When the Baptist 
Union was formed no creed 
was required of those who 
joined apart from being 
Baptist. It was assumed 
that all would adhere to the 
fundamental tenets of the 
faith. Sadly with the spread 
of liberalism many leaders 
no longer accepted the 
inspiration and authority 
of the Scriptures or the 
substitutionary atonement 
of Christ. This led to the 
Downgrade Controversy 
which is reckoned to 
have hastened the early 
death of Spurgeon (57). 
Many evangelicals argued 
that the most important 
matter was the unity of 
the Union, that people 
must be broad-minded 

and allow scholarship its 
place. Spurgeon saw this 
scholarship simply as 
unbelief and eventually 
led his congregation, the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
out of the Union. This 
book reproduces some of 
his contributions on this 
subject to his monthly 
magazine, ‘The Sword 
and the Trowel’, and some 
other related material. It is 
a fascinating warning to us 
today. Times have changed 
but error is as keen to enter 
today as in the past and, so 
often, its subtle arguments 
are the same. 
At one point, for example 
he refers to the Free Church 
of his own day, where 
similar battles were being 
fought: ‘The Free Church of 
Scotland must, unhappily, 
be for the moment 
regarded as rushing to the 
front with its new theology, 
which is no theology, but 
an opposition to the Word 
of the Lord. That Church 
in which we all gloried, 
as sound in the faith, and 
full of the martyrs’ spirit 
has entrusted the training 
of its future ministers to 
two professors (Bruce and 
Dods) who hold other 
doctrines than those of its 
Confession. This is the most 
suicidal act that a church 
can commit. It is strange 
that two gentlemen, who 
are seeking for something 
newer and better than 
the old faith, should 
condescend to accept a 
position which implies 
their agreement with the 
ancient doctrines of the 
church; but delicacy is not a 
common article nowadays, 
and the action of creeds is 
not automatic, as it would 
be if consciences were 
tender’. This little book will 
continue to challenge.

Rev William Macleod

BOOK REVIEWS
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Mrs Susan 
Harding 
(Rev J J Murray)

It was with sorrow 
that we learned of 
the passing of Mrs 

Susan Harding who had 
been a true helpmeet to her husband in his 
years as minister of Shettleston Free Church 
(1979-2004).
Born in London in 1943 she came to believe 
in the Saviour through the local Sunday 
School. With a strong academic record 
she went to Aberystwyth University. While 
there she developed a love for literature and 
began to read the Puritan and Reformed 
classics that were being reprinted. After her 
marriage to John, and his subsequent call to 
the ministry, the greater part of her life was 
destined to be spent as a pastor’s wife in a 
needy area of Glasgow.  
She gave herself to her family and her five 
sons were home-schooled. The Hardings 
kept an open home and people of all ages 
were ministered to in body, mind and soul. 
Many acts of kindness were done quietly 
and unobtrusively. Not a few ministers in 
the Church have reason to be thankful 
for the courageous way she stood up for 
truth and righteousness and supported 
brethren at the times of difficulty within 
the Church.
The teaching she gave to her children she 
wished to pass on to others. Her literary gifts 
were evident in the production of several 
titles for children including Beginning with 
John’s Gospel, Grow in Wisdom, and Tell 
Me About God. We understand that an 
historical novel from her pen is due for 
publication.
Her childhood holidays were spent on the 
Kent coast and in the providence of God she 
was able to return to her roots for the last 
four years of her life. This went some way 

to alleviate the distress of the illness that 
struck her about a year ago. She displayed a 
bright Christian testimony in the face of the 
last illness and early death.
Our sympathy is extended to the Rev John 
Harding and all the family.

Leon Morris

The Rev. Canon Dr 
Leon Lamb Morris, 

noted author and New 
Testament Scholar, 
died on Monday, 24 
July, in Melbourne, 
Australia following 
hip surgery. He was 92 

years old. Canon Morris received a Ph.D. 
from Cambridge University in England 
and served as Warden of Tyndale House, 
Cambridge; Principal of Ridley College 
in Melbourne, Australia; and as Visiting 
Professor of New Testament at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Illinois. Morris was the author of numerous 
books and commentaries, most notably The 
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross and the 
Commentary on the Gospel of John for 
the New International Commentary on the 

New Testament. 

New Scottish 
Secretary 
– LDOS

The Rev Ian 
M c N a u g h t o n 

has replaced Major 
(Ret’d) Iain A 
Macdonald as the 
Scottish Secretary of 

the Lord’s Day Observance Society in May 
this year. He has joined the Society after 
nearly 30 years in the pastoral ministry 
(two pastorates in Scotland and two in 
England). He is married to Violet and they 
have one son, Mark. The Bible text more 
than any other that was laid upon Ian’s heart 

when praying about the invitation by the 
Scottish Council to become Secretary was 
‘redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil’ (Eph.5:16). Ian writes, ‘because we are 
living in evil days when the love of money 
and the desire of pleasure are driving our 
nation into the rejection of the Christian 
Sabbath, part of the Christian response 
to this spiritually declining situation is to 
“redeem the time”. Christians are to make 
the most of the time given to them, as it 
will soon be past. They must not allow time 
to pass unused for that would be unwise’. 
The Society now operates under the new 
name of Day One Christian Ministries. This 
incorporates the Lord’s Day Observance 
Society, Day One Prison Ministries and 
Day One Publishing. It is committed to 
promoting and defending God’s Word and 
His Day.
Rev Ian McNaughton was converted at 19 
years of age after reading a Gideon New 
Testament for three years. Once converted 
he immediately felt an inner call to Christian 
service but was advised to wait until he was 
sure this was of God. During this ‘waiting 
time’ the Lord confirmed a call into the 
Christian ministry through his local church 
and so he left work and entered the Free 
Church College, Edinburgh, as a private 
student and was awarded their Diploma in 
Theology after four years of study. In 2005 
he gained a Master of Theology degree 
in Historic Theology from Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Pennsylvania, 
USA, while studying through the John 
Owen Centre at the London Theological 
Seminary. His thesis was entitled ‘The 
Spirit and the Lord’s day’. Ian has been an 
accredited minister with the Fellowship of 
Independent Evangelical Churches’ (FIEC) 
Pastors’ Association since 1980.  
Ian considers it a great privilege to be joining 
the staff of Day One Christian Ministries 
and the Scottish Council of Day One 
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Christian Ministries (Scottish Association). 
Please remember Ian and Violet in prayer. 
He is more than happy to speak, lecture, 
debate and encourage. You can contact him 
on 0151 633 2655.

Christian Man beaten for drinking 
water from a public facility
Nasir Ashraf, a Christian stone mason, 
received critical injuries, including 
dislocation of his shoulder, after he was 
seen drinking water from a public facility 
by a Muslim man on 6th June just outside 
Lahore, Pakistan. The Pakistan Christian 
Post (PCP) has reported that Nasir was 
working at the construction site of a school 
when he was confronted by a Muslim man 
who asked him why he drank water from 
the public facility by using a glass that was 
placed at the water tank. ‘Why did you 
drink water from this glass since you are a 
Christian?’ the PCP quoted the Muslim man 
asking Nasir. The man accused the mason of 
polluting the glass and proceeded to destroy 
it. The Muslim man then summoned a 
crowd by shouting, ‘This Christian polluted 
our glass’, and encouraged the crowd to beat 
him up’.

Another believer arrested in 
Iran

On 24th July, Issa Motamadi, an Iranian 
Christian, was imprisoned because 

of his faith. It is alleged that Issa and his 
wife Parvah came to the attention of the 
authorities when they decided to give their 
newborn son a biblical, Christian name. 
Sources explain that this is interpreted as 
a sign of irrevocable rupture with Islam 
as it demonstrates that the child is born to 
Christian parents and will be identified as 
Christian from birth – he is one who cannot 
be accused of apostasy. Reports state that 
Mr. Baghani, a secret service official with 
responsibilities for minorities, advised that 
Issa should renounce his faith and return to 

Islam, for only then will he be free. Baghani 
said the judge will not accept any other 
solution, and intimated that it may take 
several executions before Iranians actually 
comprehend the reality of the consequences 
of apostasy. 

Persecution Report from 
China

China Aid Association (CAA) has 
released a report stating the number of 

cases of persecution against Chinese House 
Churches, province by province, in China. 
In the past 12 months, according to the 
report, at least 1,958 Chinese House Church 
pastors and Christians in 15 provinces were 
arrested. The report shows that Henan has 
had 823 pastors and believers arrested in 
raids from July 2005 to May 2006. This is 
the worst province in persecution against 
House churches in the past 12 months. The 
report explains that the term ‘Chinese House 
Church’ refers to congregations in China 
that refused to join the so-called Three-self 
Church, which the Chinese government 
insists should accommodate all Protestants. 
House Churches are independent, but 
usually operate underground.

An Issue for breaking 
Fellowship

The Archbishop of Sydney, Australia, 
the Most Rev Peter Jensen, told New 

Zealand evangelicals why he believes 
human sexuality is correctly the issue at 
which Anglican churches should consider 
breaking fellowship. At a national Latimer 
Fellowship conference at Christchurch, 
Archbishop Jensen stated that the real 
reason this is a make or break issue has 
to do with the teachings of the Bible. 
‘The Biblical ideal of sexual relationships 
specifically excludes same-sex relationships. 
The Biblical teaching makes this a matter of 
spiritual life and death. That is crystal clear 
from both the Old and New Testaments’. ‘I 

say with all solemnity to those who say the 
blessing of same-sex unions is okay, and 
who will ordain clergy living in same-sex 
unions: How can you do this when the souls 
of those involved are in peril?’

New Museum in Geneva

A new museum, believed to be the first 
in the world dedicated exclusively to 

the Reformation, has opened in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The International Museum of 
the Reformation so far has attracted more 
than 20,000 visitors in its first 10 months. 
The museum is housed in Maison Mallet, 
built in 1722, next door to the cathedral of 
the Protestant Church of Geneva, founded 
by John Calvin. The museum collection 
includes a first edition of Calvin’s Institutes, 
which Calvin wrote in 1536 at the age of 
27; an original copy of the Knox Bible, 
produced in 1555; the first Bible published 
in French; the collected papers of Theodore 
de Beza, who became ‘shepherd’ of the 
Geneva flock after Calvin died in 1564; 
letters by all the 16th Century French kings 
recounting the struggles of the Reformation 
during its infancy in France; and sketches 
drawn by Calvin while he was teaching at 
his first religious academy in Geneva.

Greenville Preaching Station

The Presbytery of Great Lakes and 
Western Canada have erected a 

Preaching Station in Greenville, South 
Carolina. Members of a conservative, 
exclusive Psalm-singing mission work 
connected with the PCA approached 
the Presbytery about establishing a Free 
Church Continuing work in their city. The 
people are appreciative of our constitutional 
principles, of experimental religion and 
our adherence to simplicity and purity of 
worship. There are currently around thirty 
people in attendance. This new Preaching 
Station was placed under the supervision of 
the Atlanta Kirk Session, and Rev Robert D 
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McCurley was appointed Resident Supply. 
Greenville is located in Upcountry South 
Carolina in the southeastern United States. 
This is an area familiar to Mr McCurley, 
as he lived in Greenville while receiving 
his theological training at Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Worship 
services began on 2nd July and are held at 
10am and 1pm each Sabbath. The services 
are currently being held at a rented facility 
located at Cleveland Street in the center of 
Greenville. Prayer for the Lord’s blessing on 
this new venture is greatly valued, as well as 
ongoing prayer for the McCurley family.

Majority of births will soon be 
out of wedlock 

Half of all babies will be born to 
unmarried mothers by 2012 if present 

trends continue, according to new research 
that suggests the rapid erosion of moral and 
religious taboos. Further, fewer than half 
of families will consist of married couples 
and up to a third could be lone parents, said 
Dr Peter Brierley, a former Government 
statistician now specialising in religious 
trends. Dr Brierley’s projections followed 
the publication of official figures showing 
that the number of births outside marriage 
has almost quadrupled in recent decades. 
The Office for National Statistics’ Social 
Trends report said that the figure rose to 
42.3% last year. In 1994, the figure was 
32% and in the early 1970s it was less than 
10%. The number of births outside wedlock 
exceeds 50 per cent in some parts, including 
Wales. In the North East, it was 54.1 per 
cent last year. The report said Britain now 
had the fourth highest level of births outside 

marriage in Europe, after Sweden, Denmark 
and France. Much of the rise comes from 
a sharp increase in people living together. 
But the number of one-parent families is 
also increasing. The figures have alarmed 
family campaigners, who say the collapse 
of marriage could have a serious impact on 
social structures. They say that most of the 
statistical evidence suggests that children 
brought up by married parents do better 
than those raised by cohabiting couples or 
lone parents.
Dr Brierley commented, ‘If we get to the 
stage where more than half of children 
are born outside marriage, we are 
fundamentally changing the basis on which 
society has worked for centuries. A whole 
range of traditional thought about “home”, 
“marriage” and “living together” will have 
to be re-examined. Psychologists say the 
children from single-parent families do not 
achieve so much or behave so well as those 
raised by married families’.
Campaigners and church leaders have 
rightly accused politicians of marginalising 
marriage by undermining its legal and 
financial privileges and shying away from 
promoting it above other types of family. 
Labour abolished the last tax break for 
married couples, the Married Couples’ 
Allowance, while its tax credit system is 
said to favour single-parent families. 
Ann Widdecombe, a former Tory Home 
Office minister, said: ‘After the death of 
the extended family, we are now seeing 
the death of the nuclear family. The long-
term consequences are bad for everyone. 
A well-ordered society is based on the 

bedrock of marriage, otherwise we will have 
increasing social disruption’. When will the 
government and society realize that God’s 
plan for the family and mankind is best?

Two Peruvian teenagers and 
driver killed
Two teenage boys from the Colegio San 
Andres in Lima, Peru, were killed in a road 
accident on 31 July. The driver of the car in 
which they were riding was also killed. The 
boys who died were Carlos Ruben Gonzales 
16, and Gianmarco Stafano Peschiera, 15. 
The driver was Donald W. MacLeod, 82. 
The boys were part of a group of 12 students 
and two teachers on a visit to Scotland 
jointly organized by the school and the Free 
Church of Scotland. The students had been 
attending Free Church Youth Camps and 
since then were staying with families in the 
Inverness area. They were due to meet up 
with the rest of the group at Knockbain Free 
Church for a trip to the Isle of Lewis. We are 
reminded of the uncertainty of life.

One of Scotland’s oldest 
women dies
One of Scotland’s oldest women, Christina 
Morrison, has died at the age of 110. Mrs 
Morrison died on 25 July in Scalpay in the 
Western Isles, where she lived all her life. She 
was an adherent in our congregation there. 
She married fisherman Angus Morrison 
when she was 21. They had 11 children 
but five are now dead and the others are 
in their 70s and 80s. Some die cut down in 
youth and others live on till a ripe old age, 
but at its longest life is short, especially in 
comparison to eternity. Oh to prepare!

A man can no more diminish God's glory by refusing to 
worship Him than a lunatic can put out the sun by scribbling 

the word 'darkness' on the walls of his cell.
Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and 
you get neither.
Can a mortal ask questions which God finds unanswerable? Quite 
easily, I should think. All nonsense questions are unanswerable.
Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of 
infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is moderately 
important.

Even in literature and art, no man who bothers about originality 
will ever be original: whereas if you simply try to tell the truth 
(without caring two pence how often it has been told before) you 
will, nine times out of ten, become original without ever having 
noticed it.
God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, 
because it is not there. There is no such thing.
I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not 
only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.

C S Lewis
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‘If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous’ (1Jn.2:1)
‘ If any man sin, we have an advocate’. Yes, though we sin; we have 
Him still. John does not say, ‘If any man sin he has forfeited his 
advocate’, but ‘we have an advocate’, sinners though we be. All the 
sin that a believer ever did, or can be allowed to commit, cannot 
destroy his interest in the Lord Jesus Christ as his advocate. The 
name here given to our Lord is suggestive – ‘Jesus’. Ah! then 
He is an advocate such as we need, for Jesus is the name of one 
whose business and delight it is to save. ‘They shall call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins’. His sweetest 
name implies His success. Next, it is ‘Jesus Christ’ – Christos, 
the anointed. This shows His authority to plead. The Christ has 
a right to plead, for He is the Father’s own appointed advocate 
and elected priest. If He were of our choosing He might fail, but if 

God hath laid help upon one that is mighty, we may safely lay our 
trouble where God has laid his help. He is Christ, and therefore 
authorised; He is Christ, and therefore qualified, for the anointing 
has fully fitted Him for His work. He can plead so as to move 
the heart of God and prevail. What words of tenderness, what 
sentences of persuasion will the anointed use when He stands 
up to plead for me! One more letter of His name remains, ‘Jesus 
Christ the righteous’. This is not only His character, BUT His plea. 
It is His character, and if the Righteous One be my advocate, then 
my cause is good, or He would not have espoused it. It is His plea, 
for He meets the charge of unrighteousness against me by the plea 
that He is righteous. He declares Himself my substitute and puts 
His obedience to my account. My soul, thou hast a friend well 
fitted to be thine advocate, He cannot but succeed; leave thyself 
entirely in His hands.

C H Spurgeon

An Advocate for Sinners
C H Spurgeon
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This is the substance of a discussion paper delivered at the Western 
Synod meeting in Ardelve, March 2006 

‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled’ (Lk.14:23).

We all recognise there is a need to evangelise more 
than we do, but most if not all of us would have to 
acknowledge that we fail miserably in reaching out 

to the unchurched in our communities. Is there any difference 
between rural and town/city evangelism? In one sense there is not. 
Both must be about spreading the gospel, compelling men and 
women, boys and girls to come in. But just as we sometimes have 
to adapt and be wise as to what we preach depending on where 
and to whom we are preaching so we must consider the great 
differences that are generally found between a rural country area 
and a city or even small town area.
While there is an important and vital place for cross-congregational, 
presbytery and synod evangelism, the most effective may well be 
the one-to-one situation. However there is a place for congregations 
within presbytery and synod bounds to help each other. In this 
matter we are sometimes not as mindful as we should be that we 
are after all presbyterians.
There are four kinds of people we need to reach and target, more 
than we do. Firstly, we all have faithful folk who come regularly 
to the means of grace, but we all also have even greater numbers 
who are loosely connected to our congregations, and who are Free 
Church in name only. There are people whose parents, children, 
aunts and uncles, brothers and sisters attend or are members in 
our congregations, and yet they themselves never enter the door 
of our churches except at funerals or marriages or maybe at the 
baptism of a relative. If such were to attend even occasionally it 
would transform our congregations. The second group we need 
to make contact with are the neighbours and friends of our own 
people. This will especially involve the people in our congregations 
doing their bit. The third group are those who may be strangers 
to most of us but who have recently moved into our communities. 
Fourthly, there are those who may be marginalised in society; 
those maybe wrongly seen by some of us as being beyond the pale 
and better left alone.

1. Free Church in name only
There is a need to challenge such to their responsibilities before 
God especially if they have been baptised as many have been. We 
should spell out to them what it means to be baptised, and while 
they may never have been taught these things even at home we 
should not leave them ignorant of their accountability to God. It 
is also sometimes far easier for the minister or elder to challenge 
such people than for a parent, or close relative, though this must 
not be taken as an excuse by the relative. Sometimes a friendly 
approach may have to be first before a gospel challenge. Now some 
people may feel uncomfortable with that approach but we have to 
be ‘wise as serpents…’.

2. Neighbours and Friends of our people
This is where the folk in the pew need to get involved. Our people 
far too often leave things to the minister or office-bearers. Of 
course such have particular responsibilities but every member or 
regular worshipper should realise their own responsibilities for the 
souls of their neighbours who seem to be heading for a lost eternity. 
We can all hide behind the ‘I’m too shy’, or ‘the way I live my life is 
my way of being a witness’ mentality. Surely we can all manage an 
occasional ‘thought out’ approach, say to give a little book or tract 
with an ‘I thought you might find this interesting’ word to them. 
It’s about getting a toe in the door and then following it up.
 

3. Strangers who have moved into the 
community
These should be the easiest to approach.  ‘I’m your new neighbour, 
Welcome.… Here’s something for you’. or ‘Do you have a church 
background?’ Some of us as ministers can be amazed to learn that 
certain people may have moved into the community months ago 
and no one has thought to mention this to us or given them an 
invitation to the church. 

4. Marginalised  … beyond the pale
You know this type. For example, travelling people may have 
moved into your area. Most people will want nothing to do with 
them, but surely the church should! After all they have never-
dying souls. What about the local drunkard or those suspected of 
involvement in drugs; the paedophile who may be genuinely sorry; 
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the single mother desperate to make friends; the respectable 
person caught drunk-driving and now ashamed to show face 
in public? How often we as a people tend to be like the priests 
and the Levites, those who pass by on the other side! Now all 
these mentioned can be found not just in the cities but also on 
our own doorsteps in our villages. All these categories should be 
high on our list as potential targets, and seen for what they are 
– those whose lives can only be changed by the same power that 
changed every believer, the grace of God by the work of the Holy 
Spirit revealing Christ as the only Saviour of mankind.  God is 
Sovereign but He uses means. 

Practical Steps within the Congregation    
These suggestions are basic but often not done.
1. Make your people aware of the need to befriend new arrivals 

in the village/town. 
2. Always inform the minister of such people.  
3. Our people should ensure that the minister follows up that 

contact. (Some of us can be slow at this.)
4. Use your wife in making the first contact, especially for women 

living alone or with children.
5. Have tracts and booklets always available for our people to 

use. 
6. All of us should show an interest in those we meet, a little 

practical kindness can soften their hearts, an invitation to 
come to church and an offer to take them. Most will promise 
to come sometime but it is best to offer to either collect them 
or arrange where and when to meet them to physically go 
into church with them.

Practical steps at Presbytery level
1 Make an allowance in the Presbytery as well as in the 

congregational budget for outreach expenses. Have an annual 
special collection to fund this. As people give for TBS or the 
Seminary or Zambia, so this should be seen to be just as 
important. We can be taken up so much with helping other 
organisations that we forget those on our own doorsteps. 

2. Target one congregation each year for a week and have the 
other congregations’ folk come and help for that week. Use 
the Home Mission Worker’s expertise for this. In this way 
each congregation’s area would then have a visit every four 
or five years.

3. Arrange to advertise this well – that there is going to be a week 
of door-to-door visitation – so that when people have their 
doors knocked they hopefully will have already read of this, 
either on posters or in the local press and be prepared.

4. Use tracts, small booklets and even DVDs of, for example, 
creation science, which are readily available. Leave with those 
visited the times of church services, phone numbers etc.

5. Get your people in the congregation to draw up a list of 
friends and neighbours who have no real church connection, 
even if they have some tenuous connection with another 
denomination but never attend, and make this information 
available to those of the ‘team’ of volunteers so that when they 
knock the door they will have some idea of the background of 
those they are meeting.

6. Have a church service one evening where there will be a guest 
preacher. Let us not be too proud to acknowledge that some 
of our men, or even someone from outside our denomination, 
may be better equipped to preach on such an occasion than 
we ourselves. 

7. Pray and plan, and plan and pray. 

An Honoured Pilgrim
Octavius Winslow

‘Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon 
her beloved?’ (Song of Sol.8:5)
Was ever a poor pilgrim more honoured? Was ever a lonely 
traveller in better company? How can you be solitary or sorrowful, 
in peril, or suffer need, while you are journeying homewards in 
company with and leaning upon Jesus? But for what are you to 
lean upon your Beloved? You are to lean upon Jesus for your entire 
salvation. He is made of God unto you wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption (1Cor.1:30); and for each one of 
these inestimable blessings you are to depend daily upon Christ. 
Where can you lean for pardon, but upon the atoning blood of 
Jesus? Where can you lean for acceptance, but upon the justifying 
righteousness of Jesus? And where can you lean for sanctification, 
but upon the sin-subduing grace of Jesus? This leaning upon the 
Beloved, then, is a daily coming up out of ourselves in the great 
matter of our salvation, and resting in the finished work of Christ 
– more than that, in Christ Himself.
You are to lean upon the fullness of your Beloved. He is full and 
sufficient for all the wants of His people. A circumstance in your 
history cannot possibly occur, a necessity in your case cannot 
arise, in which you may not repair to the infinite fullness which 
the Father has laid up in Christ for His church in the wilderness. 
Why, then, seek in your poverty what can only be found in 
Christ’s riches? Why look to your emptiness when you may repair 
to His fullness? ‘My grace is sufficient for thee’ (2Cor.12:9) is the 
cheering declaration with which Jesus meets every turn in your 
path, every crook in your lot, every want in your journey. Distrust 
then your own wisdom, look from your own self, and lean your 
entire weight upon the infinite fullness that is in Christ. The 
posture is expressive of conscious weakness and deep self-distrust. 
Who is more feeble than a child of God? Taught the lesson of his 
weakness in the region of his own heart, and still learning it in 
his stumbling, falls, and mistakes, many and painful, in his self-
inflicted wounds and dislocations, he is at length brought to feel 
that all his strength is outside of himself. He has the sentence of 
death in himself, that he should not trust in himself. ‘I am weak, 
yea, weakness itself ’, is his language; ‘I am as a reed shaken of 
the wind; I stumble at a feather; I tremble at an echo; I jump at 
my own shadow; the smallest difficulty impedes me; the least 
temptation overcomes me. How shall I ever fight my way through 
this mighty host, and reach in safety the world of bliss?’
By leaning daily, hourly, moment by moment, upon your Beloved 
for strength. Christ is the power of God, and He is the power of 
the children of God. Who can strengthen the weak hands and 
confirm the feeble knees, but Jesus? In them that have no might 
He increaseth strength. When they are weak in themselves, 
then are they strong in Him. His declaration is, ‘My strength is 
made perfect in weakness’ (2Cor.12:9). Lean, then, upon Jesus 
for strength. He has strength for all your weakness; He can 
strengthen your faith, strengthen your hope, strengthen your 
courage, strengthen your patience, and strengthen your heart for 
every burden, for every trial, and for every temptation. Lean upon 
Him; He loves to feel the pressure of your arm; He loves you to 
link your feebleness to His almightiness, to avail yourself of His 
grace. Thus leaning off yourself upon Christ, ‘as thy days, so shall 
thy strength be’ (Deut.33:25). In all your tremblings and sinkings, 
you will feel the encircling of His power. ‘The eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms’ (Deut.33:27).
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‘He brought me to the banqueting house and his banner over me 
was love’ (Song of Solomon 2:4).

III. How does He bring them in?
There are certain preparations to be made before Christ brings 
them in to the banqueting house. Let me just mention two or 
three of them, very briefly: 

(i) Washed
He washes them in His own blood. Now, friend, be certain of this 
– you can’t get in without that. And if you try to get communion 
with God and say that you get it and yet walk in darkness, you lie 
and do not the truth. I don’t mean by that that you must be perfect 
before you can have communion with God. All I am saying is that 
you must be washed in the blood from all your sins. You must be 
justified. 

(ii) Clothed
You must be clothed in the righteousness of Christ. You remember 
in the parable how one man tried to get in without the wedding 
garment, but he didn’t get off with it. When the King came in to 
inspect the guests He said to this man: ‘Friend, how did you come 
in hither without the wedding garment?’ And the King told the 
servants to take the speechless man and to bind him hand and foot 
and to cast him into outer darkness, where the wicked are. Ah, 
my friend, you may deceive yourself and others but you cannot 
deceive the King. You must have the robe of the righteousness of 
Christ upon you before you can get into the house of wine. I say 
that because I have been convinced during my ministry that there 
are people who have such low opinions of the Gospel that they 
really believe they are Christians when they are not. People talk to 
me and tell me ‘Oh! I do my best, I pray’, and things like that. But 
that is not the point at all, at all. That is not Christianity and that 
is not real religion. Real religion is to be united to God and to do 
what God commands us to do. Part of it is to be clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ – Jehovah Tsidkenu. We must be like Him 
and conformed to His image.

(iii) Perfume
There is a perfume which you need before you get into the house 
of wine and that is the perfume that comes from the love you have 
to God in your heart. You know when people go to weddings or to 

any special functions – especially the women-folk – they put on 
some kind of perfume because they want to smell nice. Well God 
must smell, as it were, this perfume of love to Himself, because He 
will not let you in if you do not love Him. 

Who are the guests who will be there with 
you? 
The family of faith will be there and none else! But I am sorry to 
say that not all even of them will be there. Now friends, in the 
church of Christ, unfortunately, there are people who are out on 
the doorstep. It is as if somebody came to the door of this church 
but didn’t want to come in and put his ear to the keyhole. Well, 
he might hear the sermon but he would lose the atmosphere 
completely. The elder brother in the parable would not go in 
because he grudged his brother the place which his father gave 
him at the table and in the church of Christ there are people like 
the elder son, out on the fringe. And there are other people who 
get right in to where the Master of the house is, right into His 
presence. John lay on the bosom of Christ at the supper. Mary sat 
at the feet of Christ in the house of Bethany – but Martha didn’t. 
No, and the other disciples didn’t lie on His bosom as John did. 
And there are some in the church of Christ just like that.

No grudges one against the other
In this banqueting house nobody grudges another his place and 
this is the difference between natural things and spiritual things. 
If I am not mistaken, the more we get of temporal things the 
more greedy we get. The Bible says that he who loves silver is 
never satisfied with silver. You may say, and I may say, ‘Well, if I 
had £100,000 I would give so many hundreds to this and to that’. I 
am not so sure but that you are giving more now than you would 
give if you had that much. And the same is true of me. But that 
is not the case with spiritual things. The more you get of Christ 
the more you want to share Christ. There used to be an old story 
which I heard often in my young days of two people who were 
down by the shore and found a cask washed up by the waves. 
They took the bung out and tasted it to discover that it contained 
well-matured whisky. They decided that they wouldn’t share it 
with anybody. They would hide it in the sand and come now and 
again with their mugs to get a drink. But at any rate, before they 
went away, they had a real good drink and as drink goes into the 
head and loosens the tongue, they were so drunk that they went 

The Banqueting House Part II
Rev Donald MacDonald (late of Greyfriars Free Church, Inverness – Continued 
from last month, the substance of an unpublished Sermon preached on Sabbath 
Morning, 21 June, 1976)
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up and down the road, through the village, telling everyone to 
come and taste what they had found. And you see, this is exactly 
the way with those who taste of the love of Christ for themselves. 
When you get Christ into your heart, instead of keeping Him to 
yourself, you want to tell everybody about Him, to share with you 
what you found yourself.

What is found on the table?
What is the food on the table in  the banqueting house? Jesus said: 
‘Unless ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood ye 
have no life in you’. What does this mean? The Jews didn’t know. It 
means nothing but this, friend, that you live on Christ every day. 
It means that He gives you pardon and peace and grace and you 
rest upon Him and your soul delights in all that He is. It never 
entered my head that any of you will leave this church today and 
say, ‘What a wonderful sermon that was!’ But even if you were to 
say that, it doesn’t mean anything at all to me and it means even 
less to you. But if you were to say, ‘What a marvellous Saviour 
we have! How lovely Christ is! There is no Person like Him! The 
minister exalted Him and I never saw anybody like Him and He 
has just put everything else out of my mind but Himself ’ – that 
is feeding upon Christ. 
When you see the 
supreme grandeur of 
His personal character 
and He gives you 
pardon and sufficiency 
of grace and peace of 
conscience and the joy 
of His own conscious 
presence, this is the 
glorious provision. Oh 
friends! Why do you 
stay outside famishing 
when Christ has a table for you where you can get forgiveness of 
sins? Every sin you ever committed will be wiped out. Why are 
you sad when you can get Christian joy that the world can never 
take away? Why do you battle alone when there is a sufficiency of 
grace? Why are you lonely when there is a presence that will never 
leave you? I often tell that to folk in old people’s homes. I tell them 
that there is One who can be with them all the time. Do we know 
that? The provision is incomparable for abundance and variety 
and richness. .

What do people do at the banqueting table?
What is their conversation? They are in communion with Christ 
and with one another. And a strange banqueting house it would 
be if one refused the right hand of fellowship to another. But that 
doesn’t happen there. And listen here, my friends, in Christ’s 
banqueting house there are no cliques. No! When people get into 
the banqueting house they don’t just select some people and then 
run away so that other people won’t see them. That happens in 
this world even among so-called Christian people. They want 
only a select few, their own chief friends, but that doesn’t happen 
in the banqueting house of Christ. Oh, no! When you are having 
communion with Christ you don’t care who comes in because 
you want to share your communion. And there is no gossip in 
the banqueting house of Christ. Now my friend, if you are a 
professing Christian and it is your manner to go into houses and 
talk to people in order to find out something about others and 
then to repeat what you have heard, you are certainly not in the 
banqueting house with Christ. In the banqueting house, Christ is 
the substance of their conversation and they cannot do anything 
else but talk about Him. You talk about what is nearest your heart 

in any case. I am quite sure that if you had a son or a daughter put 
into the grave yesterday and you went into a house you would care 
very little what people were talking about. What you would talk 
about is your grief that your have lost your child. Well, my friend, 
Jesus went to the cross of Calvary for His people and He bled and 
died and how in all the world can we talk of other people and their 
concerns when this is the case. 

The sign of the banqueting house
Finally what is the sign of the banqueting house and how will you 
know it from all other places? If you were to visit Buckingham 
Palace or Balmoral, you wouldn’t need to ask anyone if the Queen 
is there or not. All you need to do is to look at the flagpole and 
if the Royal Ensign is flying at top-mast then the Sovereign is in 
residence, but if the Queen is not present then the flag is not there. 
And here the church says, ‘His banner over me was love’. When the 
King was in residence He raised His own banner. You know how 
in the flag of Britain we have the emblem of a lion. But Christ has 
the emblem of love written in letters of His own blood and that 
was the banner He raised over her. If I had time, which I have not, 
I would tell you that it is a banner raised to invite people to come 

in. How then can you 
stay out? I am telling 
you today that Christ 
has a banqueting house 
and that the banner 
over it is His own love 
– the love that took 
Him down from glory 
to assume our nature 
and took Him to the 
manger and to the 
ignominy of the cross 
– and you see it raised 

in the Gospel. How can you stay out? It is a banner to entertain 
sinners. What did the church of Christ care so long as she knew 
that the banner of the love of Christ was hanging over her head? 
And so, my friends, I have every sympathy with you because I 
know that in this world you are full of troubles and of tribulations 
– you have your own and I have my own – but what is to be our 
comfort? Is it that some day we will get rid of them? No! We will 
get rid perhaps of what we have today but then tomorrow will 
bring something new. But what of that? If the banner of the love 
of Christ is over us all is going to be well. This gives the church 
incredible joy. 

A banner to bear witness
It was a banner to bear witness. Ah she wasn’t ashamed if 
somebody would say to her: ‘There is the banqueting house of 
Christ and there is the banner of love’. And do you know who is in 
it? John is there and Mary is there and many a poor sinner besides 
and are you going to be ashamed when they tell you that you are 
in the banqueting house with Christ? No, friend! Let us witness 
to Him and let us sit under the banner. There are a hundred more 
things I would like to say about this, but the clock is in front of 
me and it is there to be looked at and kept by and therefore I must 
stop. But I want to plead with you whether you are Christians 
or not, see to it that before the night is out you will get into the 
banqueting house with Christ, and if you get in you will never 
want to go out. You will in this world have your times of famine, 
of coldness and privations, but one day He will take you into the 
banqueting house above and you will never more go out. Are you, 
my dear friend, among these people? 

"...He gives you pardon and 
peace and grace and you 

rest upon Him and your soul 
delights in all that He is..."
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Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)       

NET INCOME FROM CONGREGATIONS

Caithness & Sutherland
Brora 1,600 13,052  11,885 
Assynt & Scourie 300 5,820  4,996 
Total Caithness & Sutherland 1,900 18,872  16,881 

Inverness
Duthil-Dores 1,296 15,097  19,203 
Inverness 2,000 23,337  15,614 
Total Inverness 3,296 38,434  34,817 

Ross
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,200 10,793  9,069 
Kiltearn 1,700 13,360  12,980 
Tarbat 1,500 5,402  7,050 
Total Ross 4,400 29,555  29,099 

Edinburgh
Aberdeen 400 4,875  6,071 
Edinburgh 0 20,598  21,000 
Total Edinburgh 400 25,473  27,071 

Glasgow
Ayr 0 1,119  3,702 
Arran 192 4,549  4,424 
Dumfries 0 768  2,260 
Glasgow - Partick 2,000 21,000  24,477 
Glasgow - Shettleston 600 8,330  7,697 
Glasgow - Thornwood 1,870 13,632  15,902 
Rothesay 0 1,295  1,652 
Total Glasgow 4,662 50,694  60,113

Lewis
Cross 2,082 15,162  15,305 
Harris - Leverburgh 1,000 8,322  9,124 
Harris - Scalpay 0 8,953  11,335 
Knock & Point 800 6,250  5,274 
Stornoway 4,002 33,281  33,977 
Total Lewis 7,884 71,968  75,016 

Lochcarron
Glenelg & Arnisdale 155 1,329  1,201 
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 1,780 9,271  7,828 
Poolewe & Aultbea 779 9,168  8,042 
Total Lochcarron 2,714 19,768  17,071 

Skye & Uist
Bracadale 1,000 8,213  8,696 
Duirinish (Waternish) 400 2,837  3,237 
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,300 10,074  7,274 
North Uist 700 6,618  3,914 
Portree 0 18,505  17,601 
Snizort 1,650 14,010  13,513 
Strath 1,550 15,822  15,289 
Total Skye & Uist 6,600 76,079  69,524 
Total From Congregations  31,856 330,843  329,590 
Other Donations  520 7,392  16,080 
TOTAL	 32,376	 338,234	 	 345,670	
Included in the above:     
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations  48,178  37,709 

2006 2006 2005
Aug Total  Total to
   Aug
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In 2003 the Christian Community Schools Association (CCSA) 
was founded by David Fraser, who was founder and principal 

of Covenant College. It gave support to community schools in the 
Petauke district of Eastern Province, Zambia. Village committees 
have set up these schools, usually because there is no state school 
near enough for the children to attend. They tend to meet in mud 
huts and have very little in the way of resources – maybe a few 
books borrowed from other schools and some exercise books and 
pencils. Their teachers are nearly always untrained, and may not 
even have completed all the grades at school themselves. 

Christian Education Fund
The CCSA faced some difficulties and in 2005 it was disbanded 
to be replaced by the Christian Education Fund (CEF). Its aims 
are to promote Christian education in community schools in the 
Petauke area, and to aid, support and encourage more effective 
education in the community schools. We believe that because 
life is to be lived for God’s glory, the education children need 
must reflect that and so specifically Christian education should 
be provided. It is also valuable to help community schools even 
if they are not providing a Christian education we would be 
fully happy with. Teaching children to read and think can bring 
spiritual benefits, not least enabling them to study the Bible. Also, 
helping the poor is a biblical emphasis in itself.
The CEF provides basic materials for twenty schools. These include 
blackboards, exercise books, reading books and stationery. It also 
provides some teacher-training, such as running conferences, 
having a teacher-training library and enrolling teachers on a 
Christian correspondence course. We also have chosen a priority 
school which we hope to concentrate on helping.
The CEF is governed by a board of advisors. On this board are 
Phil Bailey (farm director at Covenant College), Eugene Kalunga 
(Zambian pastor, headmaster of a Christian school and trustee 
of Covenant College), Solomon Lungu (our travelling secretary 
and trustee of Covenant College), Cammy Macleay (teacher from 
Scotland who regularly visits Zambia), Leslie Zulu (Zambian 
pastor and teacher in a local state school) and me (trustee of 
Covenant College and former teacher).

Latest trip to Zambia
Thank God for his help in this visit, which seemed to be a great 
success. I visited the Christian school run by Eugene Kalunga. It 
was a real encouragement to see the committed teachers and the 
happy and orderly atmosphere among the (around 200) children, 
and to meet those who are so keen on Christian education – and 
all this started ten years ago as just a few children in Eugene’s 
house. Both Eugene and I hope that his teachers will provide 
training for our teachers in the future. It is so important to have 
the maximum indigenous involvement. Please pray for this, as 
something has already got in the way of plans for these teachers 
to visit Petauke this year.
I also held a meeting with the teachers and committee of Penje 
Penje – the school we hope to make our priority school. It was 
a great encouragement to see their positive attitude and their 
appreciation that this will mean work and training for them, not 
just having gifts dished out to them. Please pray that God would 
save any involved in this school who are not truly born again, and 
that they would be committed to the programme we hope to put 
in place for them.

The main reason for the trip was to hold three one-day conferences 
in different venues. These considered issues such as principles for 
Christian education; planning lessons; training yourself; teaching 
English and improving your own English. Over 70 people attended 
these and seemed to be greatly helped by them. Please pray that 
they would really put into practice what they were taught. Please 
also pray for God to work in them through the evangelistic books 
each teacher was given.

General Issues
1. I must try to find a cost-effective way to send books to Zambia. 

Then we plan to send English grammar guides to each school. 
I also have obtained (for free – I am very keen on getting good 
deals) over 500 copies of a book called ‘Miracles of Jesus’ for 
the children to use, but need a way of getting them there.

2. Pray for the right staff to be employed and retained at the 
schools. Some of the teachers are Roman Catholics and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Although this means we have great 
evangelistic opportunities through our work with the schools, 
obviously the children need teachers who are not God’s 
enemies. Some schools have also faced difficulty keeping the 
teachers as they do not have formal systems for paying the 
teachers and rely on contributions from the parents (which are 
likely to be food rather than money, and often do not occur at 
all).

3. Pray for the teachers to train themselves in the ways they were 
taught at the conferences. We will get nowhere if the teachers 
have a dependency attitude and do not take responsibility for 
their own training.

4. Solomon Lungu has the task of visiting the schools to deliver 
materials, monitor what they are doing and act as a channel 
of communication. This involves him in many difficulties, 
not least travelling very long distances on a rickety Zambian 
bicycle. Please pray that God would encourage him and cause 
his enthusiasm for the work to continue.

Non-CEF News
1. Pray for the trustees of Covenant College asking God to give 

wisdom for the many decisions that need to be made.
2. Pray for Cees Molenaar the new lecturer at Covenant College. 

Remember his wife, Miriam, and two young children. There 
must be many difficulties for them to face as they settle into 
this new and strange environment, and the devil will attack 
this good work. Any anxieties they may have will not have 
been helped by one of their children being spat at by a spitting 
cobra this week. It took an hour to get him to the hospital, and 
then the hospital could only monitor him. Thankfully he is 
fine.

3. Charles Mvula was one of the first students of Covenant 
College and was a great support to David Fraser. His wife’s 
name was Rhoda; he had several children and played a leading 
role in a local church. Last year I attended the wedding of an 
orphan he had brought up, who was marrying another ex-
student of the college. It was such a happy and lively occasion. 
Sadly Charles died from malaria.

Zambia News
Joseph Pettitt



‘Watch therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh’
Matthew 25:13
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