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Editorial - LOVE
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See how they love one another!
It was said of the early Christians ‘See how they 
love one another!’ When you read the Book of 
Acts their love shines through. What a picture is 

presented to us! ‘And all that believed were together, and had 
all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And 
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved’ (Acts 2:44-47). The Spirit had 
come down and the fruit of the Spirit is love. The world is a 
place where conflict and selfishness are natural, but as the 
unbelievers considered the early followers of Jesus they saw a 
very different society. The church was characterised by love. 
That is the way we ought to be today. The world needs loving 
witnesses with the message of God’s love.

Reasons for loving one another
There are so many reasons to love each other that I can only 
mention a few.
1. God loved us from all eternity. We love Him because He 

first loved us. Since we love Him we should love all His 
people, all those whom He loves.

2. Christ loved us and died for us on the cross. He did not 
die for everyone indiscriminately but for those whom 
the Father had chosen in love and given to Him. We are 
saved by the death of Christ for our sins. Surely it is right 
that we should specially love all those whom our Saviour 
loved and for whom He gave His life?

3. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased for 
us by Christ. Should we not love all those into whose 
lives the Spirit has come and in whom He dwells? Can 
we not see the Spirit of God in the lives of our fellow-
Christians?

4. The Father has adopted us. We all belong to the same 
family. A bond between us should be natural. Let us love 
our brothers and sisters.

5. Christ is our Beloved. He purchased us for Himself. We 
are His friends, His disciples and His spouse. Being 
bound to Him by the cords of love we are bound to one 
another.

6. We are born again by the Spirit of God. Others are dead 
in trespasses and sins but we are living, spiritual men 
and women. We have so much in common. It should be 
easy to love.

7. We are all on the way to the same place. We hope to spend 
eternity together. If we cannot get on together in this 
world, how do we expect to get on in heaven?

The Command of Christ
Our Lord makes plain that it is our duty as Christians to love 
one another: ‘A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another’ (Jn.13:34). This is the great commandment of 
Christ. If we claim to be His followers we must obey Him. 
We are not free to choose whether or not to love a fellow-
Christian. Our Saviour adds, ‘By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another’ (Jn.13:35). 
The great mark of discipleship is love to one another and this 
love is to be so obvious that the outside world will see it. Love 
in this context is not simply an inner feeling but especially a 
practical expression.

The Command of the Apostles
Paul exhorts the Roman Church: ‘Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring 
one another’ (Rom.12:10). Pride, jealousy and showing off 
undermine love. If we humbly prefer others and think more 
highly of them than of ourselves, we will find it easy to love. 
In the previous verse Paul had said, ‘Let love be without 
dissimulation’. It must be sincere. Two-facedness is abhorrent 
to God.
Peter challenges us, ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently’ (1Pet.1:22). Later he adds, ‘Above all things have 
fervent charity (love) among yourselves: for charity (love) 
shall cover the multitude of sins (faults)’ (1Pet.4:8). It is 
amazing what love will cover and what envy will uncover.
John, the ‘beloved Apostle’, lays the most stress on love. He 
says: ‘Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God’ 
(1Jn.4:7). Love comes from God. His children are loving 
like Him. God is so full of love that John states, ‘God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him’ (v16). Indeed John asserts, ‘If a man say, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar’ (v20). Earlier he warned, 
‘Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him’ (3:15). Are 
you a liar or a murderer? It would be easy to quote much 
more Scripture but what we have written is sufficient to make 
plain our duty.

The Practice of Love
The example for our love is to be Christ Himself – ‘as I have 
loved you’. The standard is very high. The Saviour loved 
us so much that He gave His life for us. Greater love is not 
possible. It is demanded of us that we make the ultimate 
sacrifice for one another. Everything we do for each other is 
of value. Even to give someone a cup of cold water because 
he is a disciple and for Christ’s sake, is noted in heaven. The 
early Christians shared their possessions. The Macedonian 
Christians gave sacrificially to supply the needs of poor 
brethren in Jerusalem. For us to give some money might not 
be much of a sacrifice. It can be more difficult to give our 
time to a lonely Christian, or to give a shoulder on which to 
cry or to give hospitality. Sometimes the most loving thing is 
to stop a brother or sister who is criticising and condemning 
a child of God. When the stranger enters our gatherings are 
they made immediately welcome? Are we always looking for 
opportunities to love, to share and to care? When divisions 
arise, and it is essential that they do arise so that those who 
are approved will be revealed (1Cor.11:18-19), does it break 
our heart?

The Witness of Love
We live in a world of selfishness. People are out for what 
they can get and not what they can give. This provides the 
Christian church with a great opportunity to show how 
different we are. Against the backdrop of selfishness, Christian 
love is like a light shining in the darkness. May the world 
see our loving works and be converted to glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. Sinners delight to describe Christians as 
hypocrites. Greed, backbiting and quarrelling give them 
a great opportunity to criticise and reject the faith. On the 
other hand a loving, welcoming fellowship where there is real 
care for one another is like a huge honey-pot to attract.

…stop a brother or sister who is criticising and condemning…
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The Hollywood version of Dan Brown’s book is now upon 
us. No doubt it will be a box office success and the media 
will continue to discuss the implications of his thesis for the 

Christian faith. Why should Christians be interested in a book that 
is essentially an attack upon Romanism? Because it is more than 
that. It is an open and public display of casting suspicion upon the 
veracity of the canon of Scripture, the truthfulness of the gospel 
and the very person of Christ Himself. It portrays to the public 
mind Christianity as a gigantic fraud created by Constantine, and 
as Brown (via Teabing) says, ‘history is written by the winners’, so 
‘everything taught about Christ is false’ and ‘every faith is based 
upon a fabrication, that is the definition of faith’.

The Bogus Story and the Dirty Agenda
What exactly is it all about? The book opens with the murder of 
a museum curator. From here on it is a race against time to solve 
the murder and unravel the significance of his death. It turns out 
to involve the Holy Grail, the significance of which will threaten 
the entire Christian faith. The Grail is not the chalice from which 
Christ drank but Mary Magdalene, who, it turns out, was married 
to Christ and gave birth to a child, thus commencing the blood 
line of Christ which exists in France! All this has been chronicled 
and kept secure by the Prior of Sion. This is where Leonardo da 
Vinci comes in and his painting, The Last Supper. He belonged to 
the Priory and in his paintings left a number of clues regarding 
the real story of Christianity which is all exposed in the Gnostic 
gospels. There are three central characters, Sophie Neveu (New 
Eve) the granddaughter of the murdered curator, Langdon the 
history buff and Sir Leigh Teabing (made up of the names of two 
of the authors of ‘The Holy Blood and The Holy Grail’). What has 
been kept hidden for 2000 years includes the marriage of Jesus, 
the truth of Mary Magdalene and the real beliefs of Christianity.
The introductory claim by Brown to his novel is perhaps the 
most astonishing piece of arrogance ever found: ‘the artwork, 
architecture, documents and secret rituals in the novel are 
accurate’. This most audacious claim very quickly turns out to be a 
fabrication. Yet reviewers persist in praising its accuracy, research 
and facts.
Does Dan Brown have an agenda? At the very beginning he 
acknowledges his indebtedness to the ‘sacred feminine’. This 
turns out to be the heart and central thrust of the entire book, 
the need to rediscover the ‘sacred feminine’ to restore balance 
to the world. Christianity hijacked Christ, abolished the sacred 
feminine and made it into a patriarchal religion. The Holy Grail 
is about re-establishing the rightful place of Mary Magdalene 
within Christianity. It was she who was to be Christ’s successor. 
‘The quest for the Holy Grail is literally the quest to kneel before 
the bones of Mary Magdalene. A journey to pray at the feet of the 
outcast one, the lost feminine’.

A Catalogue of False Claims
First, Christ was married to Mary Magdalene. 
Second, the real Gospels are not Matthew to John but the Gnostic 

Gospels. 
Third, Constantine decided which books would be in the Bible, as 

prior to that there was no definitive Bible. 
Fourth, that the Dead Sea Scrolls and Gnostic Gospels show up 

glaring historical discrepancies and fabrications in the Bible. 

Fifth, that Christ was hijacked at the expense of the ‘sacred 
feminine’.

An examination of some of these claims demonstrates that Brown 
is entirely ignorant of the truth.

1 . Did Christ marry and was He married to 
Mary Magdalene? What is the evidence?
Brown’s evidence is the Gnostic gospel of Philip. 
Teabing has Sophie study da Vinci’s painting  
The Last Supper while reading a quotation 
from Philip where Mary is referred to as a 
‘companion’. She questions if this is proof 
of marriage. Teabing replies ‘au contraire, 
as any Aramaic scholar will tell you, the 
word companion, in those days, literally 
meant spouse’. Wrong. Firstly, this gospel 
was not written in the time of Christ but at 
least 100 years after the 4 Gospels. Secondly, 
it is a Gnostic gospel, which focused on higher 
knowledge and despised the flesh, marriage and 
sex. Thirdly, the text is actually missing in many 
places. What Brown does not tell the reader is that he has 
inserted his own words as to what the missing text may say 
without informing the reader. Hardly impeccable research or 
honesty, given that the book is about the lies of Christianity. 
Finally, it is not written in Aramaic at all but Coptic. So the 
claim that it means ‘wife’ is pure fabrication. No scholar has 
suggested that it means anything more than companion. 
Ironically there is no mention anywhere in the Gnostic 
gospels that Christ was married. 

2 . Are the real gospels the Gnostic 
Gospels?
Brown would have us believe they are genuine. However, 
the four Gospels were written around AD 70, while the 
Gnostic works were produced at least 100/150 years later, 
and in fact actually quote the four Gospels, never the other 
way round. Further, these false gospels were never collected 
into a volume or incorporated into the canon of Scripture. 
They were never viewed as authoritative by later Christians. 
They were never appealed to even by heretics. They were 
never the subject of commentaries for study purposes. They 
were never viewed by the writers of succeeding generations 
as true though they knew of their existence and had been 
read by them. They were never suppressed by the Church as 
Brown claims, they were simply ignored. 

3 . Was Christ declared divine by 
Constantine and approved by a narrow 
vote at the Council of Nicea in 325?
Once again Brown gets it all mixed up. Yes, there was a 
Council called at Nicea in 325 and yes, Constantine was 
Emperor at the time. Even an English teacher like Brown 
knows that much. From here on it is pure fabrication on 
Brown’s part. The facts are: The Council was called, not 
to declare Christ divine but to deal with Arianism which 
rejected the three centuries old belief in Christ’s divinity. 

Away with the Da Vinci Code
Rev ET Kirkland (Minister of Templepatrick Reformed Baptist Church, County Antrim)
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Arius wanted a created being, a man deified, not God incarnate. 
Thus Nicea simply affirmed both the divinity and humanity of 
Christ in the one person as had been clearly and distinctly taught 
from the beginning. As for the close vote as claimed by Brown, it 
was a case of 200 in favour with only 2 against the Nicene Creed! 
Brown claims that Constantine had those gospels which spoke of 
Christ in purely human terms burnt. The only thing Constantine 
ordered to be destroyed were the heretical writings of Arius.

4 . Did Constantine determine the canon of 
Scripture? 
Brown makes two claims. First, that ‘there never was a definitive 
version of the Bible’ and that Constantine determined the canon (ie 

which books should be in the Bible), especially which gospels 
would be in the Bible. Second, that there were more than 

80 gospels available but Constantine chose only four 
which reflected his belief in the deity of Christ.
The facts are these: The Old Testament (OT) 

canon was already settled by the time of Christ 
and is referred to in the New Testament (NT) as 
the Law, the Prophets and the Writings. The NT 
canon was established long before Constantine 
was even born. Thus Irenaeus (AD180) refers 

to the 4 gospels as being part of the NT canon. 
Clement (AD95) in a letter refers to Matthew as 

Scripture. Ignatius (AD112) evidently knew almost 
the entire NT. Origen (AD230) gives us a list of NT books. 

Papius and Tertullian (2nd century) knew the 4 gospels. Justin 
Martyr (AD165) likewise. Tatian (AD150) wrote a harmony of the 
4 gospels. Eusebius (4th C) listed what he called the recognised 
books (which include the 4 Gospels) and stated what were the 
rejected books before the Council of Nicea. He was stating what 
was fact.
The 27 books of the NT existed long before 325AD and were 
viewed as canonical Scripture from the start. As for the alleged 80 
gospels there are in fact 5 Gnostic gospels which include that of 
Thomas, Mary and Philip. The rest are mere writings, not gospels. 
Brown again shows a surprising ignorance of the facts. 
5. That the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) found in the 1950s and Coptic 
Scrolls are the earliest Christian records and show up discrepancies 
with the Bible. 

The facts are these: The DSS were found in 1947 and refer not to 
the NT but to the OT. In that sense they do not contain the ‘gospels’. 
Brown must not have actually read anything about the DSS.
The Nag Hammadi Library was found in 1945 and is a collection 
of Gnostic literature of which only 5 items are actually called 
‘gospels’ and none of them have anything to tell us of the actual 
life of Christ. 

What is at stake?
First, should the Gnostic gospels be accepted as truth? This issue 

involves the canon of Scripture. What makes 
a writing canonical? The short answer is: 
who wrote it; what does it say; how is it 
received by Christians and the Church; what 

internal evidence does it have of authenticity 
– basically was it inspired by the Holy Spirit? 
The Gnostic gospels were thus ruled out by 
believers and the church for the last 2000 
years. A reading of the Gnostic gospels in 
light of the above points will demonstrate 

why.

In the middle of the book Brown claims that ritualistic fornication 
was carried out in the OT Temple to reach divinity. Christians 
will not want to read such things, not because it could be true, 
but simply because it is vulgar. In short the Da Vinci Code 
is just another salacious book to enhance its blasphemous 
assault upon God.

Second, should we adjust our view of Christ? Brown claims that 
Christ was a mere man but Constantine, for political reasons, 
decided to unify the Empire by picking Christianity on 
pragmatic grounds. To strengthen this new religion he needed 
a divine figure, hence at Nicea 325 Jesus was made divine.

There is not a shred of evidence for this revisionist view of events 
and the person of Christ. First, Christ was seen as both divine 
and human from the beginning. Second, Brown has got it the 
wrong way round. The Gnostics despised the flesh, sex and 
marriage. They viewed Christ only as divine. Third, as for the 
marriage of Christ, there was no mention of it in his ministry; 
no mention at his trial; no mention after his resurrection; His 
family members are all mentioned but no mention of a wife. 
The Gnostic gospels make no reference to the marriage of 
Christ either.

Third, note the clarity of Biblical truth. Is truth reserved for a select 
few? Gnosticism refers to higher knowledge. Having secrets 
known only to a few is a feature of all secret societies. The 
Gnostic writings are full of riddles and nonsensical sentences. 
This stands in marked contrast to the Bible. It is printed and 
published for anyone to have a copy. It is preached publicly to 
all who attend. No section of the congregation is singled out 
for higher and secret knowledge. In short, Gnosticism was the 
opposite of Christianity.

Conclusion
1. Why is Brown so popular? The absence of absolute truth has 

opened the door for conspiratorial thinking. Brown’s format 
can be applied to any historical figure, movement or event. 
The abundance of evidence to the contrary is dismissed as the 
cleverness of others to hide the real ‘truth’. Absolute truth has 
been replaced with nonsense.

2. If the Bible is untrue then we are all left in our wretchedness 
with no Saviour to save us from our sins.

3. Brown has a use. His attack on the historic Christian faith has 
been met with a scholarly, reasoned and coherent argument. 
In fact all the evidence is on our side. Christians have nothing 
to fear from this, rather it is an opportunity to point out the 
lengths to which some will go to avoid the truth. In time the 
DVC will be thrown to one side for something else, yet the 
Gospel will remain.

4. Who is behind the ‘sacred feminine’? This idea did not just 
exist. Rather a small group of feminist/new age writers is 
responsible. Among them are Margaret Starbird, Elaine Pagels 
and Riane Eisler who have made Mary Magdalene their icon 
and adopted the Gospel of Thomas as their text. Ironically 
the last paragraph of this Gnostic gospel states that women 
must become male in order to inherit the kingdom! Not much 
feminist comfort there.

Brown’s work is simply another grubby novel where feminism and 
sex is its claim to fame. Christians have nothing to fear. This is 
the best that the ungodly can produce as an argument against the 
Gospel. It serves to confirm, the heart is deceitful and desperately 
wicked, who can know it? Man’s problem remains a theological 
one. He needs the Gospel for he is yet in darkness. 
With permission from the English Churchman May 2006

Away with the Da Vinci Code
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The LAVER
‘And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Thou shalt also make a 
laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou 
shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, 
and thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and his sons shall wash 
their hands and their feet thereat: When they go into the tabernacle 
of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not’ 
(Ex.30:17-20).

The purpose of the Tabernacle was to reveal God, and so 
bring Him near to the Israelites with a view to mutual 
communion and fellowship. Such a physical representation 

of spiritual truths and experiences was a temporary concession to 
the weakness and frailty of sinful humanity. As Fairbairn says: ‘The 
Israelites would certainly, without such outward and visible help as 
was afforded by a worldly sanctuary, have either sunk into practical 
ignorance and forgetfulness of God, or betaken themselves to some 
wrong methods of bringing divine things more distinctly within 
the grasp and comprehension of their minds …Till God was made 
manifest in the flesh, in the person of Christ, even the pious mind 
anxiously sought to lay hold of some visible link of communion 
with the higher region of glory’.
The ‘brass laver’ or bath was filled with water which was allowed to 
escape through taps into a large upturned plate which also formed 
the base of the laver. We do not know the shape or dimensions 
of it, but the parallel laver in Solomon’s Temple was circular and 
huge. We shall first of all consider the cleansing provided by the 
bath. Then we shall consider how that cleansing is perfected. 

I . CLEANSING PROVIDED
Water is the most abundant and necessary element in the world. 
It has many uses. It is drunk for refreshment. It is sprinkled for 
fertility and fruitfulness. In the case of the laver, it was used for 
washing and purifying the priests. Having sacrificed at the brass 
altar their hands would be soiled with the blood and flesh of the 
dead animals. Their bare un-shoed feet would be dirty from the 
uncovered earth floor in the Tabernacle. This defilement had to 
be washed away before they could enjoy communion with God in 
the Holy Place. 
There were two stages to this priestly washing. There was a one-
off all-over washing (Ex.29:4). Then there was an oft-repeated 
washing of the hands and feet (Ex.30:19).

THE LAVER – THE 
BATH MADE WITH MIRRORS
Figures of the True
In the New Testament age, all God’s people are priests (1Pet.2:5; 
Rev.5:10), and all need washing. So what spiritual truths does the 
physical laver portray?
Firstly, in its one-off all-over washing, the laver represented the one-
off all-encompassing regeneration of the soul. ‘According to His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit’ (Titus 3:5). This washing of regeneration was 
accomplished by the Word: ‘Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God’ (1Pet.1:23).

Secondly, in its oft-repeated washing of hands and feet, the 
parts most exposed to the world, the laver represented the oft-
repeated ongoing sanctification of various areas of the soul, again 
accomplished by the Word: ‘Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word’ (Ephesians 5:25, 26). 
The altar preaches pardon of sin. The laver preaches purging from 
sin. The altar is concerned with the believer’s status, the laver 
with the believer’s condition. The altar’s blood aims at acceptance 
with God. The laver’s water aims at communion with God. The 
altar says, ‘without shedding of blood is no remission’. The laver 
announces ‘without holiness no man shall see the Lord’. The altar’s 
blood points towards the crucified Word. The laver’s water points 
towards the written Word. 
This same two-fold work of the water is referred to by Christ when 
seeking to wash the disciples’ feet: ‘He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit’ (Jn.13:10). 

II . CLEANSING PERFECTED
The laver itself was made of brass, a symbol of strength and 
indestructibility, endurance, and solidity (Ps.107:16; 1Kgs.4:13; 
Rev.1:15). Interestingly, however, the base was made out of 
the burnished and polished metal mirrors of the ladies who 
assembled at the door of the Tabernacle. They gave up the mirrors 
which showed them their appearance and guided them to make 
appropriate adjustments to meet the fashions and standards of the 
day. By giving them over, they were in a sense saying, ‘No longer 
will we judge ourselves by our standards or others’ standards. We 
want to please God and so want to know what His standards are’. 
Pink writes: ‘The very material from which the Laver was made 
spoke of surrender, a willingness to part with what was calculated 
to make something of self; and this, in order that conditions of 
holy purity might be maintained in the priests. Thus we, too, 
must sacrifice what would minister to pride if we are to obtain 
that cleansing which fits for communion with God!’ Soltau adds, 
‘Perhaps they had come to adorn themselves and by the aid of 
their mirrors to appear before him in all the beauty they could 
display. But his presence had dispelled all these visions of their 
own comeliness, and had made them conscious that it were vain to 
attempt to please Him by any adornments of the flesh’.
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Patrick Fairbairn translates the phrase referring to the women 
as, ‘the mirrors of the serving-women who served at the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting’. Fairbairn presents evidence that there 
were groups of pious women who gathered around the Tabernacle 
entrance and ‘devoted themselves to regular attendance on the 
worship of God, for the purpose of performing such services as 
they might be capable of rendering’. Lightfoot states: ‘It is the 
custom of all women to behold their face every morning in a 
mirror, that they may be able to dress their hair; but lo! there 
were women in Israel that served the Lord, who abandoned this 
worldly delight, and gave away their glasses as a free-will offering, 
for they had no more use of them; but they came every day to 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation to pray, and hear 
the words of the commandments’. These were Old Testament 
prototypes of the New Testament Anna. They learned more about 
themselves looking at the laver than looking in their mirrors. The 
mirror should lead to the laver. It is possible that these mirrors 
not only formed the basin at the base of the laver, but also acted 
as mirrors in which the priests might look at themselves with a 
view to cleaning every last spot of dirt off. 

The vital necessity of this cleansing is emphasised in the 
instructions: ‘When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation 
they shall wash with water that they die not’ (Ex.30:20). A speck of 
dust or dirt not only rendered them unfit for God’s presence but 
rendered them subject to fatal judgment. For the conscientious 
priest this must have caused excruciating worry. He would have 
thought: ‘If a minimal neglect of outward purity be judged so 
severely, what hope do I have with my impure heart?’ With what 
trembling and fear would he go about his daily duties (Ps.24:3-4; 
26:6).

Figures of the True
The imperfect priests in need of both outward and inward 
purity, in need of both regeneration and sanctification, must 
have longed for a priest they could rely on without fear or worry. 
As they looked anxiously in the mirrors at the base of the laver, 
how they must have longed to see a reflection of one who was 
perfect and undefiled. Such a one was Jesus Christ. He is the One 
the laver and the mirrors pointed towards. ‘And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the 
truth’ (Jn.17:19). ‘For such an high priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for 
this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh 
men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, 
which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for 
evermore’ (Heb.7:26-28).
The hope of perfect cleansing becomes a personal reality for 
believers in Glory. In Revelation 15:2,3 we read of a heavenly 
laver. The saints are standing on a ‘sea’ (laver) of glass singing to 
the Lamb. However, it is not a laver filled with water. It is a sea 
of transparent glass, reminding the saints of the laver of God’s 
written and Incarnate Word which did so much for them. Ridout 
writes, ‘When all the redeemed of God are gathered there, the 
day of cleansing from defilement is over, no more need to wash 
one another’s feet; no more need for the Lord’s washing our feet, 
but there we stand with harps of God in our hands, nothing 
to hinder praise and worship. But the sea of glass, the witness 
and perpetual reminder of our cleansing, will flash forth there 
a continual remembrance of our Lord’s gracious and humble 
service throughout our journey here’. 

Consider it is your duty to love Christ. If it is your duty 
to have a natural affection unto parents and children; it 
is much more your duty to have spiritual affections unto 

Christ. If it is your duty to have marital affection for your earthly 
husband and wife; it is a greater duty to have love to this your 
heavenly Husband. If it is your duty to love brethren, sisters, and 
relatives that love you, it is a greater duty to love Jesus Christ, who 
loves you above all relations. It is your duty to love Christ, who is 
your best Friend.

It is the will of your heavenly Father that you should love Christ. 
The devil would have you hate Him, but God would have you love 
Him; and whether it be more reasonable that you should obey 
the will of God or the will of the devil, you judge. It is the will of 
Christ that you should love Him. The will of the flesh is against 
this love, but whose will ought you to comply with? You are not 
debtors to the flesh that you should obey its command, neither are 
you debtors to any creatures to give them your choicest affections, 
but you are debtors unto Christ, to give Him your chief love. 
Christ has most right to your love, and will you not give to Christ 
His due? If you are bound to give men their due, are you not 
much more bound to give to Christ His due? Christ’s due is your 
best, and have you anything better than your hearts to present 
Him with? Will Christ accept anything at your hands should you 
withhold from Him your hearts? Had you thousands of rams, and 
ten thousand rivers of oil to offer Him; had you all the treasures 
of the earth at your disposal, and should you lay it down all at His 
feet, it would be all slighted and disregarded by Him if you give 
away your hearts.

Thomas Vincent was born in May, 1634. Both his father and 
brother were prominent ministers. He graduated from Christ’s 
Church, Oxford, and appears to have entered into the ministry 
very early. It was said of him that he had memorized the entire 
New Testament as well as the Psalms.
He was rector of St. Mary Magdalen in Milk-Street, London, until 
he was ejected in 1662 by the Bartholemew Act. Out of his beloved 
pulpit, he gave himself over to the education of youth. When the 
plague of 1665 came, however, Vincent became the friend of the 
afflicted, offering comfort and assistance to the diseased and 
dying.

God protected him during this time, for sixty-eight thousand 
died of the plague in London alone that year, seven in his own 
household, yet Vincent had perfect health during the entire 
ordeal.

Thomas Vincent

The True Christian’s Love 
to the Unseen Christ
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‘Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you’ (Mt.5:10-12).

The eighth beatitude is different from the rest. It is much lengthier 
and more detailed. It begins in a similar way. There is the 
pronouncement of blessedness on those who are distinguished by 
a certain characteristic or principle and then a promise of blessing 
on such. But this time the Lord has more to say. He continues: 
‘Blessed are ye...’
Why is this? There was a great multitude present to hear Him. The 
words of the beatitudes may have been of benefit to some in the 
crowd but they were particularly addressed to His disciples. Christ 
has been painting the spiritual portrait of His people. He began 
with those features which are most hidden in the heart and least 
visible to view; now He completes the representation with what is 
most discernible and obvious to the eye.
What Jesus says here is not something which His disciples would 
have wished to consider, but rather something which they must 
face. What they refer to is a reality for the Lord’s people in every 
age. Christ is speaking plainly: let us hear Him!

The Principle
We have been learning of the spiritual attributes of believers. 
However we clearly cannot consider persecution as a principle 
which is to be found in the Lord’s people. Rather this principle is 
to be found in the world. Persecution is not an action of believers 
towards others but something that happens to them. In a sense 
persecution is the inevitable outcome of all that we have considered 
so far.
What Christ is speaking of is the reaction of an ungodly world 
to godliness. He says that those who are blessed are those who 
are persecuted ‘for righteousness’ sake’ and ‘for my sake’. Later He 
would say to the disciples in the upper room: ‘If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you’ (Jn.15:19). It has always been this way. Paul reminds us 
of Ishmael and Isaac. ‘But as then he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now’ 
(Gal.4:29). There is a principle of righteousness and faithfulness to 
Christ in the believer and this always meets with opposition from 
the wicked world which crucified our Lord. Sadly that persecuting 
spirit is also found in the professing church.
Suffer for righteousness’ sake
Not all suffering is righteous suffering, or suffering which is blessed 
by God. The great question is, What are we suffering for? There have 
been many who, even for religious ends, have given their goods 
to the poor and their body to be burned, but it has not profited 
them because they have not loved the Lord (1Cor.13:3). They have 
sought their own glory rather than His. It is not the suffering but 
the cause for which one suffers which matters and makes one a 
true martyr. If the cause is wrong then no amount of suffering can 
make it just or glorious. But, ‘if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
happy are ye’ (1Pet.3:14).
The persecution of believers comes in different ways. Jesus 
highlights the most familiar form: hostile, malicious, lying 

words. Remember how Ishmael mocked Isaac (Gen.21:9), and 
how Sanballat and Tobiah scorned the Jews and their efforts to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Neh.4:1-3)? Evil words may lead 
to evil deeds; backbiting to the shedding of blood. And so often 
the antagonism is irrational. ‘For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and 
a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.’ ‘But,’ says Jesus,  
‘wisdom is justified of her children’ (Mt.11:18,19). 

The Promise 
Sincere Christians follow in the steps of the One who was ‘despised 
and rejected of men’ (Is.53:3). Paul said, ‘we are made as the filth 
of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day’ 
(1Cor.4:13). John saw under the altar ‘the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held’ 
(Rev.6:9). Throughout the history of the world believers in some 
place or other have had cause to lament to the Lord, ‘For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter’ (Rom.8:36). But heaven belongs to such! This is the 
great reward the good shepherd has for His little flock. Abel is in 
heaven, a righteous man who was slain by his own wicked brother. 
David, the man after God’s own heart has entered in, who for so 
long was pursued and harried by ungodly Saul. Stephen, a man full 
of faith, martyred by his Jewish countrymen, also went to glory. 
This promise of Jesus has sustained many a saint in their darkest 
hours.

The Application
Having stated the principle and the promise Christ applies these 
things to His disciples in a surprising way. He tells them to rejoice! 
Peter told the saints of his own day how to face their fiery trials: 
‘But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy’ (1Pet.4:13). Believers always have reason to rejoice 
in the Lord Jesus, who suffered the divine wrath and curse that 
they who trust in Him might be spared the suffering we all deserve 
– eternal punishment in hell for our sins.
What was done by men to Zion’s King is also done to His faithful 
subjects. How we meet persecution is a challenge to every professing 
Christian. The great thing to understand is that persecution, as 
everything else, is appointed for us by our loving God and Father. 
‘For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake’ (Phil.1:29). It has its work 
to do in us, weaning us from this world and obliging us to lean 
more upon Christ. The Lord causes us to go through fire and water 
here but it is that He may bring us at last into ‘a wealthy place’ 
(Ps.66:12). 
Are you a disciple indeed? Then as you continue with Christ 
the gracious principles which He pointed to will be seen in you 
more and more and the glorious promises which He made will be 
confirmed to you. You are greatly blessed; one day soon you shall 
be perfectly blessed.
Are you a sinner in need? Then you must go at once to Christ who 
has precious blessings to give to perishing souls. He will wash you 
and clothe you and take you into God’s holy household. Then the 
beatitudes will bring gratitude to your heart.

The Persecuted
Rev David Blunt
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We all have different opinions. Should we have persisted 
with the legal Appeal or not? What is the way forward 
from here? Which church extension projects should we 

support? What is the call to the ministry? Should we be promoting 
home schooling? However, we all unite in this – we need revival. 
Only God can save the church in Scotland. Our situation today 
resembles that of Judah in the days of Habakkuk. Let us pray 
earnestly with the ancient prophet, ‘O Lord, revive thy work!’

1 . God’s Judgment
Habakkuk begins, ‘I have heard thy speech, and was afraid’. What 
speech? In verse 5 of chapter 1 he refers to God’s awesome work. 
God is going to raise up the Chaldeans, ‘that bitter and hasty 
nation, which shall march through the land, to possess the dwelling 
places that are not theirs’ (v6). They are described as terrifying 
(v7), their horses are as leopards (v8), they come for violence (v9), 
they overrun every stronghold, devastating the land. But why does 
God allow it? Right at the beginning of the prophecy in chapter 1 
verse 3 the problem is stated. God shows to Habakkuk the iniquity 
of Judah. The law of God is neglected (v4). God is ‘of purer eyes 
than to behold evil’. He cannot look with complacency and favour 
on the wicked. Some of the sins of the days are specified. In their 
greed they enlarged their desire as the grave which never has 
enough (2:5). In their evil covetousness they sought great houses 
(v9). In their violence they crushed others for the sake of their own 
wealth and advancement (v12). They made their neighbour drunk 
to look on his nakedness (v15). They made idols and worshipped 
them (v18).
Today our land is invaded by secularism. Man is said to exist by 
chance. He came from nowhere and he is going nowhere. There is 
no judgment day, in the view of many. Eat, drink and be merry, do 
your own thing, please yourself because you will never be brought 
to account. When we look at the churches which ought to be giving 
the spiritual lead we find flabby liberalism. They teach that God is 
merely love, sin is never mentioned and everyone goes to heaven. 
There is no prophetic voice calling for repentance. Churches are 

declining and closing. Everywhere mosques are replacing them. 
Islam is triumphantly invading the West and succeeding where the 
Turks of the 16th Century failed. Why? Our own Church is small 
and aging and making no impact. Why has the Lord withdrawn 
His blessing? Why is He angry and His judgment upon us?

2 . Our Sins
(1) Lack of love to fellow-christians: There is tremendous stress 

laid in the Scriptures on loving one another. It should be 
natural for children who belong to the same family to care 
for each other. God is love and He expects love in His church. 
Our Saviour died for us and He looks for the same kind of 
self-denying love between His people. If we are indwelt by the 
same Spirit and led by Him, surely we will, as Christians, be 
bound together in love. It was said of the early Christians, ‘See 
how they love one another’. Is that said of us?

(2) Lack of love to God: This is even more basic. How much do we 
love Him who chose us to be His children and to show forth 
His praises? How much do we appreciate what the Saviour did 
for us in dying on the cross? We ought to love God with all 
our heart and soul and strength and mind. Are we passionate 
about Him, His glory, His cause and kingdom? We get worked 
up about politics, people’s rights – especially our own, perhaps 
even about sport but where is the zeal for God?

(3) Prayerlessness: There is much that goes under the name of 
prayer that is not prayer at all. Posture and words do not 
make true prayer. Recently I have been struck by the deadness 
of some of our prayer-meetings. Where is the passion, the 
pleading, the wrestling with God, the labouring in prayer of 
which the Apostle speaks? If it is not in the secret place it will 
not be in the public gatherings. What an insult to come before 
God with ‘vain repetitions’! It is blasphemy to take God’s name 
on our lips pretending to speak to Him when all we are doing 
is giving a lecture to those around us.

(4) Lack of care for the lost: Does it concern us that our next-
door-neighbour is going to hell? Who can grasp the awfulness 
of an eternity of torment! Can we see the slippery place on 

The substance of the sermon on Habakkuk 3:2 preached at the opening of the General Assembly 
by the retiring moderator, the Rev William Macleod.

O Lord, Revive Thy Work
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which our workmate or friend is standing? Have we warned 
them and pleaded with them? Are we more concerned about 
our and their bodily health and strength and more ready to talk 
about that, than we are about spiritual disease? Oh that we wept 
over souls as our Saviour did!

(5) Divisions: There must be divisions so that those who are 
approved may be made manifest (1Cor.11:19). But are our 
divisions over principles and truth or over personalities and 
parties? In our disagreements do we attack people rather than 
doctrines? Are our controversies conducted by means of politics 
and cunning or by a sincere desire to arrive at the truth?

(6) Pride: Do our divisions not often arise from pride? Someone 
has hurt our pride so we sulk, won’t be civil to them and try to 
get our own back on them. Few things are so abhorrent to the 
Lord as arrogance and boasting. We have nothing of which to 
be proud. We are worms of the dust, sinners to whom belongs 
shame and confusion of face, 
and we will readily admit this in 
public prayer but if anyone treats 
us as a worm, old Adam arises in 
wrath. How could God bless such 
as us who would take all the glory 
for ourselves?

(7) Laziness: Paul speaks of some 
who were lovers of pleasures 
rather than lovers of God. Is He 
not talking of us? No age was ever 
so much given to leisure activities 
as ours. People spend hours watching TV, videos and DVDs and 
neglect prayer, the Bible and reading of good books. Leisure is 
seen as an end in itself rather than as recreation, strengthening 
mind and body for renewed service to the Lord. What about 
you? Is the great purpose of your life to glorify God?

(8) Lack of contentment: In our Western world we have plenty 
of money, plenty of food, beautiful homes, education, health 
care, social services and yet we grumble. We have no difficulty 
finding something to complain about but seem to find little 
for which to be thankful. Godliness with contentment is great 
gain but is very rare. We are told to rejoice in the Lord always. 
Christians should be the happiest people in the world. What 
a powerful witness a happy contented Christian is and what a 
contradiction a grumbling, complaining one is!

3 The Only Answer
O Lord, revive thy work! We have listed the common sins of our 
day but we could have gone on and on. ‘Behold, the Lord’s hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy that it 
cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear’ (Is.59:1-2). Our sins are numerous and have risen up as a huge 
barrier between God and us. We have a duty to repent and turn from 
our sins but we cannot. We must, yet we fail. Oh to be full of love to 
one another, to God, to the lost! But alas the coldness and deadness. 
Oh for our prayer-meetings to be on fire, but sadly the lifelessness! 
Oh to be humble, devout, self-denying Christians, but instead the 
pride, the divisions, the laziness and the complaining! Do we face up 
to the situation as it really is? Sometimes even ministers show very 
little pastoral concern for the church as a whole as long as all is well 
with their own flock. We are so small-minded and self-centred!
‘I have heard thy speech and was afraid’. We must change yet – 
‘Revive thy work’! It is God’s work. The Lord’s hand is not shortened. 
He is able to sort out the situation when no one else can. Do it ‘in 
the midst of the years’ and do not wait for some future date. I know 
great things lie ahead for the church but we need God to intervene 

now. ‘Make known’ the sort of God Thou art! Reveal Thy power 
transforming us and others into the kind of Christians we should 
be! We need irresistible grace. Show Thy mercy along with Thy 
power! ‘In wrath remember mercy’. Justly God could wipe us off the 
face of the earth, but remember mercy. 
What is the answer to the mess in which we find ourselves? We are 
terrible sinners and God is a holy and just God who must punish 
sin. The only answer is in prayer. Habakkuk pleads for mercy and 
let us do the same.

4 . Faith 
Twice in verse 1 the prophet reminds God of His special Name. He 
is the LORD. He is Jehovah, the great ‘I am’. He is the God of the 
covenant who made tremendous promises to the fathers and will 
He not keep His promises? Because He is ‘I am that I am’, He never 
changes, He cannot lie, His word is sure, He will save His people 

and neither Pharaoh nor anyone else 
will stop Him. He is the Almighty. 
The prophet has moved, as Dr Lloyd-
Jones has said, ‘from fear to faith’. ‘God 
came from Teman’, from the land of 
Edom, from enemy country. ‘Who is 
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatness of his strength?’ (Is.63:1). He 
has conquered. His glory covered the 
heavens (v3). ‘He had horns coming out 
of his hand’, symbolical of God’s mighty 

power (v4). Pestilence or plague went before Him (v5). 
He rides upon His horses (v8), His bow was made naked 
for action (v9), and He marched through the land 
(v12) for the salvation of His people (v13).
The future in one way is bleak but in another way 
is not. ‘Although the fig tree shall not blossom’ and 
all kinds of disasters come (v17), ‘yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation’ 
(v18). There may be dark days but there is a sure and 
blessed future for the people of God. He will make 
us strong. In myself I am weak but in Him I am 
more than a conqueror. He will make my feet like 
hinds’ feet (v19) to dance over the mountains 
of troubles and trials and opposition. Although 
things look black today lift up your eyes. God is on 
the throne. He reigns and is working out His 
purposes. Plead for revival, but not in despair! 
Look up and remember that your redemption is 
drawing near! The shout of a King is among 
us (Num.23:21)!

"…Islam is 
triumphantly invading 

the West and 
succeeding where 

the Turks of the 16th 
Century failed…"
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The following beautiful lines were written by a young woman in 
Nova Scotia, an invalid for many years with spinal disease, and a 
great sufferer, but in whom the grace of God was most wonderfully 
manifested. The poem was sent in by Donald J Morrison, on behalf 
of sorrowing friends in the Inverness congregation, in memory of 
Mrs Dolina Campbell (nee Morrison, from Scalpay) who passed 
from grace to glory on 9th April 2006 ‘to be forever with the Lord’. 
Dolina, who was diagnosed with cancer two years ago, endured her 
illness with great dignity and fortitude as she descended into the 
‘Jordon valley’. Her radiant witness and shining Christian testimony 
in the midst of darkness and suffering, reflected the same grace of 
God and deep love for her Saviour as the woman from Nova Scotia 
who patiently waited ‘to get to the end of the way’.

My life is a wearisome journey,
I’m sick with the dust and the heat, 
The rays of the sun beat upon me,
The briars are wounding my feet; 

But the city to which I am journeying
Will more than my trials repay, 

All the toils of the road will seem nothing
When I get to the end of the way.

There are so many hills to climb upwards,
I often am longing for rest, 

But He who appoints me my pathway
Knows just what is needful and best; 
I know in His Word He has promised
That my strength shall be as my day, 

And the toils of the road will seem nothing
When I get to the end of the way.

He loves me too well to forsake me,
Or give me one trial too much; 

All His people have been dearly purchased,
And Satan can never claim such;. 

By and by I shall see Him and praise Him
In the city of unending day, 

And the toils of the road will seem nothing
When I get to the end of the way.

When the last feeble step has been taken,
And the gates of the city appear, 

And the beautiful songs of the angels
Float out on my listening ear; 

When all that now seems so mysterious
Will be plain and clear as the day –

Yes, the toils of the road will seem nothing
When I get to the end of the way.

Though now I am footsore and weary,
I shall rest when I’m safely at home; 
I know I’ll receive a glad welcome,

For the Saviour Himself has said, ‘Come!’ 
So when I am weary in body
And sinking in spirit, I say, 

‘All the toils of the road will seem nothing
When I get to the end of the way’.

Gospel Standard, March 2006

THE END OF THE WAY
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The Secret Key to Heaven
Thomas Brooks, Banner of Truth 
Trust, pbk, 288 pp, £6.25
In typical Puritan fashion Thomas 
Brooks develops a whole treatise out 
of the words of our Lord in Matthew 
6:6 on ‘closet prayer’. He states the 
doctrine and then uses twenty 
arguments for practising private 
prayer, answers six objections and 
concludes with eleven instructions. 
If one is not convinced by the end 
of this most readable volume that 
‘private prayer is an indispensable 
duty’ then it is not the fault of the 
preacher. 
The work first appeared under the 
title The Privie Key of Heaven during 
the awful Plague of London in 1665. 
The first reason he states for sending 
forth the work is ‘because God by 
his present dispensations calls more 
loudly for closet prayer now than He 
has done in these last twenty years’. 
The second reason is that ‘many 
live in too great a neglect of this 
indispensable duty’.
Brooks keeps our attention with 
striking statements: ‘Amongst all 
God’s children there is not one 
possessed with a dumb devil’; and 
illustrations: ‘What Alexander said 
to one that was of his name but a 
coward, “Either lay down the name 
of Alexander or fight like Alexander”, 
that I may say to you, Either be 
frequent in closet duties, as becomes 
a Christian, or else lay down the 
name of a Christian’.
In driving home his teaching the 
author displays an astonishing 
knowledge of history, the classics 
and the writings of the Early Fathers. 
We find ourselves agreeing with C H 
Spurgeon: ‘The mere marginal notes 
of Brooks are more valuable than 
pages of ordinary writers ... of all the 
Puritans he is the most readable’. 
Rev J J Murray

The Lord Our 
Righteousness: The Old 
Perspective on Paul.  
Obadiah Grew (1607-1689). Soli Deo 
Gloria, hbk, 102pp 
A few months ago the Rev Maurice 
Roberts drew our attention to some 
worrying trends in contemporary 
theology one of which is known 
as ‘The New Perspective on Paul’. 
Advocates of this ‘New Perspective’, 
such as N T Wright, teach that the 
Apostle Paul was in general agreement 

with the prevailing Judaistic view of 
salvation in the 1st Century in which 
a man’s personal works contributed 
to his acceptance before God. Paul’s 
quarrel with the law in such Epistles 
as that to the Galatians was chiefly 
to do with Jewish pride, a false 
view of their national status and 
other ethnocentric tendencies. The 
question that Paul was considering 
with regard to justification in such 
places was not so much ‘How can a 
man be saved?’ but ‘How can a man 
be, or know that he is in the covenant 
people of God?’ Essentially therefore, 
‘the New Perspective’ makes the 
doctrine of justification less to do 
with soteriology (the doctrine of 
salvation) and more to do with 
ecclesiology (the doctrine of the 
church). Wright has also questioned 
whether it is biblical to say that the 
righteousness of Christ is imputed 
to the believing sinner, as he cannot 
find explicit evidence for such a 
judicial declaration in the Bible. 
There are a number of excellent 
Biblical rebuttals of the New 
Perspective in books and online 
but we are indebted to Soli Deo 
Gloria publications for offering 
us something different. The Lord 
our Righteousness by the Puritan, 
Obadiah Grew, is not a specific 
critique of ‘New Perspectivism’ but 
a clear positive statement of the 
biblical doctrine of justification by 
faith alone. For this reason it has been 
pitched into the current debate by 
the publishers with the subtitle: ‘The 
Old Perspective on Paul’. Randall 
Pederson who prefaces the work 
with a short life of the author says, 
‘this treatise is especially useful for 
the new millennium, when so-called 
Reformed people want to parley with 
Rome and jumble faith with works (a 
feat that the Apostle Paul would most 
certainly shun)’.
While the book is brief, amounting 
in total to just 102 pages, it is filled 
with theological instruction which 
is applied throughout. It is written 
in a warm, eloquent yet simple 
style, and while the language is 
recognisably 17th century, the work 
is more readable than many other 
works dating from the same period. 
All this serves to make it immensely 
practical and allows us to commend 
it unreservedly to all. 
Imputation
The publishers’ blurb on the back 
cover states: ‘Since the Reformation, 

Protestants have felt secure in 
the doctrine of the imputed 
righteousness of Christ as their only 
hope of standing confidently before 
God. But now even that doctrine is 
under attack, and that from other 
Protestants. The importance of this 
doctrine compelled the Apostle Paul 
to tell the Galatians that any deviation 
from it was “another Gospel”’. 
‘Made Sin For Us.’
Grew begins by stating his doctrine, 
‘The Lord Jesus Christ is the Lord our 
Righteousness’, and then proceeds 
to show that before Christ could be 
made the righteousness of sinners, 
He must first be made sin for them 
(2Cor.5:21). The guilt of His people’s 
sins was imputed to Him. That means 
they were legally reckoned to be His, 
made over to His account, and by this 
imputation, says Grew, ‘He became 
the greatest sinner in the world’. Yet 
at the same time he is careful to state 
‘He [Christ] did not meddle with our 
corruption’ for He remained ‘holy, 
harmless and undefiled, separate 
from sinners’. In this way the Saviour 
voluntarily took His people’s guilt, 
willingly obligated Himself to their 
punishment and in time He bore 
unmitigated hell on their behalf.  
‘The Righteousness of God in Him.’
Christ dealt with the guilt of our sin 
by taking the punishment that the law 
demanded. However, to be accepted 
before God the righteousness of 
the law must be fulfilled in us. The 
Saviour addressed this need by 
perfectly fulfilling the law in human 
nature. ‘Christ’, says Grew, ‘does that 
which we could not do, that is, fulfil 
the law for us. And He also does that 
which the law could not do, which 
was to justify us’. God is therefore just 
and the justifier of Him that believes 
in Jesus because ‘He [God] finds 
Christ and Christ finds righteousness 
for a sinner’.
This righteousness is the obedience 
of the Mediator Jesus Christ in 
human nature. It is referred to in 
Scripture as ‘the righteousness of 
God’ (2Cor.5:21), but by this we 
are not to think of it as the essential 
righteousness of the second person 
of the Trinity.  For the righteousness 
that justifies is also the obedience 
of one man: ‘For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous’ 
(Rom.5:19). While not the essential 
righteousness of God it is a B
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transcendent righteousness, infinite 
and eternal in virtue and called by 
Daniel ‘everlasting righteousness’ 
(Dan.9:24).
By Grace Alone Through Faith 
Alone
In the justification of a sinner God 
is not moved by anything outside of 
Himself. ‘The grand and impulsive 
cause’, says Grew, ‘is the free grace 
and favour of God. It is an act of 
grace and a famous one’. Grace and 
love moved God to elect a multitude 
of sinners unto salvation and to send 
His Son in time to pay the ransom 
for their sin and that same people are 
‘justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus’ 
(Rom.3:24). If one should argue 
against this freeness by pointing to 
the payment of a price between God 
and Christ, then Grew responds ‘but 
betwixt God and us and Christ and 
us, all is free; it is a free gift’. 
Justification by Faith
But Job asks ‘How should a man be 
just with God?’ (Job 9:2). In other 
words, how can he obtain this 
justification? This is similar to the 
question posed by the Philippian 
jailor to Paul and Silas, ‘Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?’ and their 
answer is equally relevant to our 
question, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house’ (Acts 16:30-31). Paul later 
writes to the Romans: ‘Therefore 
being justified by faith we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ’ (Rom.5:1). Chapter seven of 
Grew’s work is entitled ‘The sinner’s 
part in making Christ’s Righteousness 
his’ and there he asserts: ‘Faith is 
the great and only instrument in 
man that God is pleased to use in 
transplanting Christ’s righteousness’. 
This is called in Scripture ‘the faith 
of Christ’ and ‘the faith of God’, he 
continues, ‘because Christ and His 
righteousness is the object of it’ and 
‘[God] and His power only is the 
author of it’. This believing is intended 
in all those phrases in Scripture 
used of men’s ‘looking upon Christ, 
receiving Christ, coming to Christ 
and eating and drinking Christ’.
When are we justified? Grew notes 
that some will say we are justified 
in God’s decree before we believe, 
ie from eternity. He then counters, 
and we believe biblically, ‘we were 
elected to be justified, yes, but to be 
justified by faith and not before. We 

were redeemed before we believed. 
Our faith gives nothing to the value 
of Christ’s ransom with God; but it 
is faith that makes this ransom of 
Christ’s to be mine.’
By Faith Alone
Still it is not enough to leave this 
doctrine at our being justified by 
faith. Rome might claim as much 
before adding the clause ‘and works’. 
It is undoubtedly a step in this 
direction that the New Perspective on 
Paul takes us. It was the contention of 
Paul, the Reformers and the Puritans, 
and it is our contention that a man 
is justified by faith alone – sola fide. 
Referring to Rome’s inclusion of a 
sinner’s inherent grace and merit 
toward his justification, Grew writes 
‘This leaven or doctrine of the 
papists, deserves to be exploded by 
the church forever’, and as we make 
our way through his treatise he 
detonates one blast after another to 
his intended end. 
The righteousness that justifies a 
sinner is not in himself because 
‘where there is inherent sin, there 
cannot be inherent righteousness 
able to justify because it is evident 
that it is imperfect righteousness’. 
Furthermore ‘the best works of 
nature cannot justify because they 
are not spiritually good … though 
good in their matter, they may be 
very bad in their manner and ends’. 
Our repenting cannot be counted a 
ground of our justification. ‘Sorrow 
for sin may help bring a sinner 
to Christ’s righteousness, but you 
must lay your hands on Christ your 
sacrifice’. While faith justifies only 
insofar ‘as it goes out of us and 
carries us out of ourselves, and as it 
lays hold on another righteousness 
than our own within us, namely 
Christ’s obedience and blood in their 
merit’. ‘A man is not justified because 
of faith but by it; not for it, as a cause 
of, but by it as an instrument in 
justification … not as meritorious of 
it, but as instrumental in it’.
What use then should we make 
of such a wonderful scheme of 
salvation? Grew concludes first of all 
with a lamentation because so many 
being ignorant of this righteousness 
still seek to establish their own 
righteousness. Second, a use of 
exhortation to the unconverted that 
they seek this righteousness and no 
other; that they seek it in the right 

way (by imputation), as it is offered 
of free grace, counting all but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Finally there is a use of 
instruction because in this doctrine 
we have cause for everlasting 
thankfulness. We conclude with 
Grew: ‘Oh let this doctrine of Christ’s 
imputed righteousness feed us with 
admiration that the Lord should give 
His dear Son this name “The Lord 
our Righteousness”’, and again, ‘Now, 
if we do not love God and Christ for 
this righteousness, what will we love 
Him for?’ 
Rev Gavin Beers

Spiritual Songs
Frederick S. Leahy, Cameron Press, 
Belfast, 28pp, £2.50.
This is a brief but remarkably 
comprehensive and clear outline 
of the case for the exclusive use of 
Psalms in the public worship of God. 
The Psalms, maintains the author, 
are spiritual in the highest meaning 
of the term. As such they inevitably 
encourage true Gospel piety and 
carry with them, just like the rest 
of Scripture, an unfailing relevance 
for the life of faith. The Psalms, says 
Professor Leahy, are free from error, 
perfect in doctrinal balance, and 
perfect in quality. These are things 
which cannot be said of even the 
very best of human compositions. 
Besides a discussion of the nature 
of the Psalms as perfectly suited 
to Christian worship, the booklet 
also contains a brief outline of the 
use of Psalms in history. There are 
also practical comments in relation 
to the use of tunes and accuracy 
of translation. Whilst the author 
is sympathetic with the Scottish 
Metrical Version, he does consider 
that there is a need for a more 
accurate translation in contemporary 
language. The booklet is nicely 
produced and is reasonably priced.
This is a very useful addition to the 
growing literature on the subject 
of the use of Psalms in worship 
and deserves a wide distribution. 
Frederick Leahy was for many years 
Professor of Systematic Theology in 
the Reformed Presbyterian College 
in Belfast. He passed away into the 
presence of His Lord not long before 
the publication of this booklet.
Rev J W Keddie
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We’re living in a situation in which not only is much 
changing rapidly and radically, but in which it seems 
that the very building blocks of society are coming 

apart: family, community, professions, nation and even churches 
seem to be fragmenting. So many of the sources from which people 
once derived a considerable measure of support and help are in a 
downward spiral into apparent chaos. One of the questions we’ve 
got to answer, if we’re going to make a meaningful contribution 
in such a situation is Why are these things happening? Shrugging 
our shoulders and ignoring the realities of the situation won’t 
answer the problem. It will neither enable us to honour God in the 
situation in which He’s placed us nor even to avoid getting caught 
up in the problem ourselves. 
Rapid change is nothing new – and as anyone who’s made a careful 
study of history is well aware, even the supposedly-static society of 
the Middle Ages wasn’t exempt from all change.
At the root, however, of much of the negative change in society 
around us in our own time is the question of where people are 
looking for legitimate and authoritative guidance and direction in 
all the various areas of their life.
The need for authoritative guidance has a relevance to every area 
of life. Our understanding of authority shapes our thinking and 
actions as individuals in our private life. It shapes our family life. 
It shapes our communities. It shapes our politicians’ policies and 
practices. It shapes the administration of justice. It shapes the way 
in which professionals practice. And, infinitely more fundamental, 
it shapes belief and practice within the organised church.
Right at the heart of the question of how we can have a stable, 
worthwhile life is the question of how we relate to others – and 
infinitely more important, to God. It’s in that very area that the root 
of the instability in our society is to be found. Things have changed 
around us in society and in the absence of the stable structures 
which once guided and directed men, women and young people, 
many around us, lacking any personal faith and desire to honour 
God, are increasingly rootless, confused and despairing.
Fighting all change in an attempt to hang on to some vestiges of 
a ‘better’ society of the past is a battle that’s doomed to failure. As 
Christians, however, we ought to be acutely conscious that God 
has placed us in a particular time and a particular situation and 
has laid on us the requirement that we should honour Him in the 
situation in which He’s placed us. 

1 . People are finding themselves increasingly 
isolated, rootless and  confused
More and more people are finding themselves increasingly 
isolated, rootless and confused. Indeed nowhere is change, 
confusion and chaos more obvious than in the lives of individuals. 
In the early twenty-first century people are more alone than ever. 
They are more likely to live alone, less likely to have stable long-
lasting friendships and much less likely to have a lifelong marriage 

relationship.
The proportion of single people in the community is higher than 
ever before and this is reflected in the number of people actually 
living alone. The Scottish Office official statistics indicate an 
anticipated increase between 1996 and 2010 of some 26% of single 
person households and a corresponding fall of 25% in the number 
of households with two or more adults with children.
Marriage is increasingly being postponed. The average age 
at marriage, even among those who do marry, has increased 
dramatically. For males the average age has risen from 27.6 in 1981 
to 34.8 in 2001, while for women there has been a similar increase 
from 25.3 to 32.3. In 1861, 32 per cent of men in their twenties 
were married and this percentage had risen 100 years later to 49 
per cent, falling to 14 per cent in 2001. Nor does an increasing 
number of couples living together before any formal marriage 
ceremony mean that the isolation of individuals is minimised, as 
the increasing number of single-person households confirms.
Longer hours at work are a characteristic of the society in which 
we live. Accurate statistics are notoriously difficult to obtain, but 
even official government figures indicate that some 55% of the 
working population work more than 38 hours per week. In a 
situation in which there is little job security, and in which working 
hours in Scotland are longer than in many other nations, increased 
pressure is placed on the individual to comply with the demands 
of employers and to regard fellow-employees as competitors.
Pressures of a financial and social nature add to the difficulties of 
the individual. The provision of social housing is now minimal 
and obtaining a foot on the housing ladder is, for many people, 
especially the single young, all but impossible. 
The pressures are immense. Is it surprising that so many, 
especially among the under-thirties, are bewildered and lonely? 
The old authority structures have largely disappeared and in many 
instances the lonely individual is left without anything in his or 
her life to take their place. Never has there been a time when 
people have more need for worthwhile guidance and direction, 
yet that’s precisely what more and more individuals are lacking. 
The old support structures are largely gone – and without a living 
faith and glad adoption of the guidance God Himself has given, 
what have most people got?

2 . The Family
Families are increasingly dysfunctional and fragmenting and in 
many instances no longer provide the major influence over their 
members and especially over the children growing up in them. 
The trend to later marriage has already been noted. The family 
is manifestly not the same force in society as it has been in the 
past. A smaller proportion of the population is married and even 
that proportion is not married until a later part of their lives than 
would have been the case previously. 
Increasing divorce rates also mean that for many, the family ceases 
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to be an influence on their lives at a relatively early date. Coupled 
with the trend towards a shorter duration of marriage, the average 
size of family is decreasing. Ample statistics confirm that in most 
of Europe the birthrate has dropped far below the level which is 
necessary to maintain a stable population. Few children grow up 
in a family with more than two children. This has its own effect as 
increasingly individual members of the family seek their closest 
relationships outside the home.
Both parents working has become very much the norm, to such an 
extent, indeed, that the ‘non-working’ wife tends to be looked on 
as something of an anomaly. Long working hours and often shift-
work or working away from home can lead to a situation in which 
increasingly family members are rarely at home together.
The decrease of the extended family, to some extent, has led to 
a further decline in the perceived centrality of the family unit. 
Some people would even argue that we’re seeing the end of the 
nuclear family. In very many instances the break-up of husbands 
and wives by separation or divorce means that for many children 
the Biblical concept of a nuclear family is something strange and 
largely unknown.
Where the family is weakened, all too often the rôle models for 
children are sought outside the family. Parents, instead of being 
rôle models are often regarded as irrelevant in shaping the thinking 
and approach to life of their children as they grow up, and the 
actual rôle models chosen rarely give an example that could be 
described as God-honouring.
Employers place more than individuals under pressure, as long 
and/or inconvenient working hours eat into the hours which in a 
God-centred society family members would spend together.
Political correctness rears its ugly head in an attempt to dismiss 
the God-honouring rôle allocation within the family as merely 
‘traditional’ and ‘outmoded’ and ‘demeaning to women’.
Perhaps far more serious than is recognised by either Christians 
or the wider community is the fundamental attack on the family 
by government at both national and local level under the guise of 
‘Child Protection’ legislation. The need for protection of children 
at risk of harm is one that we readily acknowledge. Where we 
make a serious error is in not questioning the definition of 
what is deemed to constitute being ‘at risk’. All it requires is for 
a ‘designated professional’ – teacher, doctor, nurse, social worker 
or police officer – to have ‘a concern’ that the child may be at 
risk of even ‘emotional abuse’ and the ‘Child Protection’ system 
swings into action. In much of the ‘Child Protection’ system the 
‘evidence’ is not subject to legal standards of proof, the accused 
(who are often the child’s parents) are not permitted to question 
the ‘evidence’ of the ‘professionals’ who have already consulted 
each other in relation to the ‘evidence’ and who frequently serve as 
accusers, witnesses, prosecution, judge, jury and executive agency 
in the Child Protection Case Conference System. The underlying 
presupposition is that the child is the property of the state which 
may permit the parents to bring up the child, provided that the 
parent acts in all respects in accordance with what teachers, 
doctors, nurses, social workers and police think is appropriate. If 
the parent disagrees with any one of those ‘professionals’ in any 
matter, a ‘concern’ on the part of that ‘professional’ may lead to 
the state taking control of the child. Such a system contravenes the 
God-given rôle of the family and fundamentally undermines the 
God-given responsibilities of parents. It also flagrantly contradicts 
the basic principles of justice and equity which even the secular 
world demands in other areas of life.

3 . The Community
The communities in which we live are frequently in a downward 
spiral. A drift from the land is nothing new, but the particular 

combination of factors affecting many smaller communities has 
created a situation in which the community no longer provides the 
support and guidance which it could once be counted on to give.
Gentrification of the country areas has largely priced local young 
people out of the housing market and a large proportion of those 
who have come into the community are well-heeled outsiders from 
a totally-different religious, cultural and economic background.
Changed work practices and long travel-to-work times leave many 
of those who would like to provide leadership in the community 
in a position in which they are unable to help and all too often 
those who push forward into leadership roles are unsympathetic 
to Christian norms and values.
In past generations professionals resident within the community 
provided a measure of stability and guidance, and operated within 
a framework which was at least historically derived from Christian 
values. The current generation has seen an end of this source of 
stability:
Even where local schools do not face closure, head teachers do not 
normally live within the communities served by the school.
The development of centralised health centres has involved, to a 
large extent, an end of the traditional rôle of the General Practitioner 
as a friend and advisor and an end, too, of a comparable rôle for 
district nurses.
In all too many of our communities what we find is a lack of any 
sense of purpose and direction, far less a Christian one. 

4 The Professions
The professions which once provided a measure of stability 
and guidance in the community and operated under a self-
regulatory system which at least in outline was compatible with 
Christian principles, no longer do so. To take only two examples 
relating to the medical profession: abortion is now regarded by 
the regulatory authorities as ethically acceptable (albeit within 
limits) and in certain circumstances encouraged; and the General 
Medical Council accepts that it is quite in order for doctors under 
its professional jurisdiction to communicate false information in 
certain circumstances. Is it any wonder that so many in the wider 
community are unsettled, not knowing who they can trust or turn 
to?

5 . Local Authorities 
Local authorities, the enforcers of both centrally-made laws 
and the will of local politicians, also show evidence of spiralling 
into chaos – not because of any lack of direction, but because of 
a rejection of the Christian norms which they previously, albeit 
often tacitly, accepted in determining policy.
The rise of political correctness has affected local authorities to a 
hitherto-unprecedented extent, with a consequent influence over 
the entire community. The tragedy is that what is deemed to be 
politically-correct bears little relationship to what is honouring to 
God or (it follows!) to reality.  
Local authorities have a critical influence over all within their 
area and it is sadly true that the application of policies which are 
not based on Christian standards is bringing about changes in 
many areas of their activities. Nowhere is this more evident than 
in the area of education where their policies and practices are a 
crucial influence over the young during their formative years. 
Most people are well aware that things have changed greatly since 
the 1872 handover by the churches, to local government, of the 
school system. Christians are generally aware that the promise 
of the continuation of religious instruction (as then understood) 
has been completely abandoned and what has taken its place 
scarcely even merits the description of ‘comparative religion’. The 
problem, however, is far broader in that in almost every area of 
the curriculum from the earliest stages of the school system there 
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are underlying philosophies which show themselves in prescribed 
elements of the curriculum which are hostile to a God-honouring 
approach to life. The existence of so much in the school system 
contrary to Christian norms and values places Christian parents 
in a very difficult situation indeed. They, after all, have a God-
imposed responsibility to bring up the children they’ve been 
entrusted with to know, love and serve God – yet if they place 
them in the hands of the local authority’s education system they 
can expect their children to be taught what is contrary to the truth 
of God’s Word. If they challenge what is being taught, or attempt 
to withdraw their children from the most extreme of such lessons, 
they are in danger of being accused, in terms of ‘Child Protection’ 
legislation, of emotional abuse. It is good that there are still, within 
the state school system, many convinced Christian teachers who 
attempt to limit their teaching to what they can teach without 
violating a Christian conscience. For Christian parents in Scotland, 
however, the sending of their children into the state education 
system can no longer be a matter which requires no thought. For 
some, the attractions of a Christian school or of home education 
are compelling, but these options are not practicable for all and 
indeed can bring to the surface other difficulties. 
What has been said in relation to Education, and indeed under 
another heading in relation to Social Work, is also true in relation 
to other areas of the work of Local Authorities. Where in the past 
much good work has been done under laws, rules and guidelines 
which at least paid lip-service to Christian values, the system 
now operates on underlying philosophies which are frequently 
at fundamental variance with Christian standards. Uncritical 
acceptance of the legitimacy of the policies and actions of local 
authorities provides no sound basis for a worthwhile approach to 
life.

6 . Governments
Governments exercise authority at Scottish, UK and European 
levels and exercise power according to more than one model. The 
models under which they exercise power, however, should be less 
of a concern than the principles which guide them in forming and 
implementing policies. 
What we see at every level of government is a distressing concern 
to secure power at the expense of any other principle. The 
motivating force of those who actually attain power seems to be 
more a question of ‘What must I do to attain power?’ rather than 
‘How can I do what is right?’ 
Need we be surprised to find legislation which, under the guise 
of outlawing ‘religious hatred’ threatens the right to preach the 
Gospel when, in a rush to establish a multi-cultural society there 
is no evident concern to give God His rightful place? We live in an 
era in which it is no longer accepted by the majority of those who 
exercise political power that it’s God who has placed governments 
in their position.
Can we really look for worthwhile laws, guidance and direction 
from those who themselves so often act on the basis of pragmatism 
rather than principle, and even when they act on principle, do so 
on principles which fly in the face of the principles spelled out in 
the Bible?
The Bible itself makes it clear that it is God who has placed on 
those at every level of government specific responsibilities to 
exercise their legitimate authority in ways which are worthwhile 
in His terms and for this they will be held answerable to God at 
the Last Day.

7 . The Organised Church
Even the organised church (or what claims to be part of it) is 
by no means free from destabilising influences resulting from 
a questioning of its own source of authority. Amongst many 

denominations, the Bible is no longer central to their thinking. 
Even in denominations which would claim to hold the teaching of 
the Bible to be central to their belief and practice, many are highly 
selective in the amount of the Bible they accept as authoritative or 
the extent to which they accept its teaching as binding. There is 
an increasing disregard of creeds and confessions and a deliberate 
blurring of distinctions between denominations. Indeed it goes 
further and we see denominational leaders blurring even the 
distinctions between Christianity and false religions.
Even within churches where there is at least an identifiably 
Christian core of belief and practice, it’s frequently the case that 
there is a change of focus in worship which, instead of being focused 
on the Almighty and centred on the truth of the Bible is focused 
rather on the individuals present and centred on their ‘expressing 
themselves’, often in loud and usually percussive instrumental 
music and thespian activity and dance – man-centred activity, 
rather than God-centred worship in the mould of the worship of 
the New Testament church.
So what’s the answer to such a confused situation, changed and 
changing in ways that aren’t helpful to anyone?
8. Change has got to start with the Church
We need a very clear focus on the source of all true authority – 
Scripture – which points us to the claim that God has over every 
one of us. And by Scripture, we mean the whole of Scripture, from 
the first chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation. The 
claim that God makes over us applies to every area of the church’s 
own life.
Our worship must be in the light of Scripture – and follow the 
regulative principle that what God has made clear from Scripture 
is appropriate is what we’ll use in worship.
We must ensure that not only are our church government structures 
in accordance with Scripture guidance but that we respect them as 
carrying God’s authority when they act in accordance with His 
Word.
We need a focus on preaching. Why? Because the church of today 
has a prophetic rôle – it’s here to declare God’s Word and to do 
so with the authority of God Himself. There’s a very real sense in 
which we can say and must declare Thus saith the Lord!
And we need our preachers to apply and press home the teaching 
of Scripture. We need them to press home urgently the need for 
personal repentance towards God, the need for a living faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and the need for renewal 
in every aspect of life. And we need our preachers to press on the 
wider world the call for obedience – obedience from men and 
women not just in private capacities but in public ones.  
   
There’s the answer for those who are conscious of being confused, 
despairing, lonely and needy people. And equally the answer 
for any who are smug and self-satisfied and think they’re OK. 
There’s the answer for communities which have lost their sense 
of purpose. It’s the answer for local authorities in need of policies 
that will work and an appropriate way of applying them. It’s the 
answer for those in positions of political power seeking to make a 
lasting influence. It’s the answer for leaders of the community in 
a professional sense. God has placed us here and now to be salt 
and light in the world of our time. He’s given us the answer to the 
problems of the world around us. And He’s given us a message 
with a relevance not just for time but for eternity.
May He enable us not only to take it to heart, but to proclaim it, to 
share it, to live it out here and now in the situation in which He’s 
placed us, living in the present but with one eye on eternity.
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Arbroath Weekend Away (Flora MacLeod)
From 10th -13th February, a group 
numbering 53 folk gathered at the Windmill 
Christian Centre, Arbroath. The topic under 
consideration was the Ten Commandments, 
and our speaker was the Rev Greg 
MacDonald, Ness.
On the first evening, we were given a 
brief introduction to the theme, and 
were reminded why the commandments 
still apply today. This introduction was 
built upon the next day, with three more 
addresses. We considered in the first 
instance how we should be using the 
commandments attackingly, in such a 
way as to shape the society around us. The 
second address instructed us how to use the 
commandments defensively, in our personal 
sanctification. Finally, we were reminded 
that we should be using the commandments 
optimistically. Each of these addresses was 
followed by group discussions, and reports, 
which raised some interesting points.
The text for Sunday morning’s sermon 
was Exodus 20:3, ‘Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me’, and the text for the 
evening sermon was Exodus 20:14, ‘Thou 
shalt not commit adultery’. Mr Macdonald’s 
directness, clarity, and instruction as to the 
practical application of both of these texts, 
was much appreciated. Later in the evening, 
he answered numerous questions across an 
extensive range of topics.
Throughout the weekend, we had great 
fellowship. Iain Taylor and Kryna Pohl 
shared their testimonies with us, and 
Jonathan Johnson kindly updated us on 
the work of the Christian Institute. We also 
enjoyed two Psalm singing sessions which 

enabled us to acquaint ourselves with some 
of the less familiar tunes in the Psalmody.
Sincere thanks to the cooks for the excellent 
catering, and to the Glasgow FCC Youth 
Fellowship for organising the weekend. 
‘Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity’! (Psalm 
133:1).

New international campaign on behalf of 
persecuted (Barnabas Fund) 
The Barnabas Fund is very concerned that 
whilst protection of Islam is increasingly high 
on the agenda of national and international 
bodies, protection of Christianity is not. 
This must change if we are to see an end to 
the discrimination which leads to injustice 
both at the institutional and at the social 
level. Through the Right to Justice campaign 
they hope to see a move towards just and 
equal treatment for Christians living in 
non-Christian majority contexts. The Right 
to Justice campaign has a twofold aim: 
Firstly, inform the elected representatives of 
governments in as many Western countries 
as possible of the widespread religious 
discrimination and injustices daily suffered 
by Christian minorities in many countries 
across the world. Secondly, ask these 
governments to put pressure on the leaders 
of those countries where such discrimination 
and injustices occur to try to bring about 
an end to the sufferings of the Christian 
minority. Whilst Christians are persecuted 
in many different contexts Barnabas Fund is 
particularly concerned about the treatment 
of Christians in Islamic contexts. Forming 
a central part to the campaign is a petition, 
which will be presented to the heads of 
governments in the UK, USA, Australia 
and New Zealand and other countries. The 
petition calls for: 
1. Christian minorities to receive just 
and equal treatment with non-Christian 
majorities. 2. An end to the institutional and 
other religious discrimination which denies 
them equal rights and freedoms.
3. Our national governments to raise 
this matter in the strongest of terms with 
representatives from the countries where 

Christians suffer daily discrimination and 
injustice.

Presentation to Moderator-designate 
(Andrew Allan)
On the evening of Friday 5th May friends 
gathered in Portmahomack from far afield to 
mark the nomination of Rev John MacLeod 
as Moderator-designate of the Assembly of 
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). A 
short service was conducted by Rev Robert 
Josey in the church. Mr MacLeod was 
‘robed’ by Mrs Betty Murray and presented 
with a solid gold watch by Mr Duncan 
MacKintosh, on behalf of the congregation 
and friends. Flowers were presented to Mrs 
Joy MacLeod by Ethan and Felicity MacLeod, 
the youngest regular attenders in the Tarbat 
Congregation. Following the cutting of a 
magnificent cake baked for the occasion 
by Mrs Margaret Ross, Rev. Bill Niven said 
grace and the company enjoyed an excellent 
tea. Thereafter Principal Allan Harman, Rev 
Maurice Roberts, Dr. Murdoch Murchison 
and Rev Graeme Craig spoke, giving the 
assembled gathering an insight into their 
relationships with Mr MacLeod in many 
areas of life. Rev and Mrs MacLeod are 
pictured along with Mrs Betty Murray and 
Mr Duncan MacKintosh.

Famine appeal for North-East Kenya 
(Barnabas Fund)
Barnabas Fund is appealing for donations 
to help in a serious famine situation in 
north-east Kenya where Christians are a 
minority and likely to be overlooked in aid 
distribution. One Christian leader wrote: 
‘There is very great drought and famine in 
the country. As a result churches are greatly 
affected. There is hardly any water for home 
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use, the harvesting failed terribly and still no 
sign of rain for planting. Can you through 
the Lord and brothers abroad be able to 
lend us a hand at this demanding time? I 
am really finding it hard as I go preaching 
and visiting starving brothers and sisters 
in the Lord’. Concern increases about the 
situation in north-east Kenya and the Horn 
of Africa because of the famine that is 
afflicting the area. The Kenyan government 
estimates that 3.5 million people including 
500,000 young children face hunger and 
possible starvation in 25 districts. The 
situation has been caused by poor rains 
over recent months. This has badly hit the 
farmers and the livestock on which many 
pastoralists rely for food and income. 
‘Malnutrition rates among children are 
alarmingly high and the areas have already 
seen large numbers of livestock deaths’, 
said a government minister. He categorised 
the outlook as ‘grim’ for many people. 
All support will be channelled through 
Christian organisations on the ground. 
Barnabas Fund, The Old Rectory, River 
Street, Pewsey, Wiltshire, SN9 5DB, Tel: 
08700603900, info@barnabasfund.org.
India sends Missionary to Wales
Indian tribes once converted to Christianity 
through missionaries from Wales are 
returning to evangelise the Welsh because 
of their belief that the country is in a state of 
religious decline. The Diocese of Mizoram, 
in the north-east of India, has sent one 
missionary to south Wales and is planning 
to send another in April, to help the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church with its shortage of 
ministers. Many of the Mizos, as they call 
themselves, were converted to Christianity 
through Welsh missionaries between 1840 
and 1960, with more than 80 percent of 
the population becoming Christian. Mizos 
refer to the Presbyterian Church of Wales 
as the ‘Mother Church’, and the ties are very 
strong.

Homosexual Adoption (Christian 
Institute)
Proposals which undermine the stability and 
security of children are being considered by 
the Scottish Executive. The Executive has 

published a consultation on the report of 
the Adoption Policy Review Group. The 
Report recommends that the law should 
be changed to allow homosexual and 
unmarried heterosexual couples to jointly 
adopt children. The Executive backs the 
change. It is said that we need to ‘widen the 
pool’ of adopters to increase the number of 
children being adopted. But the problem 
is not a lack of suitable adopters, but 
politically correct adoption agencies. Many 
thousands of married couples in Scotland 
could potentially adopt children. The Prime 
Minister’s Adoption Review found that 
90% of enquirers about adoption are put 
off or rejected. Married couples have been 
refused because they are too fat, too rich or 
too Christian.

Henry Morris, founder of Institute for 
Creation Research, dies
On Saturday, 25 February, 2006 Dr Henry 
Morris died at the age of 87. Dr Morris served 
on the faculties of three major universities 
and was founder of the Institute for Creation 
Research – a graduate school and research 
organisation – and the Christian Heritage 
College (currently San Diego Christian 
College). Dr Morris was considered the 
Father of the Modern Creation Movement. 
Along with Dr John Whitcomb he authored 
The Genesis Flood which came out in 1961 
and was of tremendous help to generations 
of Christian students, including myself, 
who were being bombarded with the theory 
of evolution and the idea that the earth was 
millions of years old. It was the first serious 
comprehensive challenge to atheistic science 
– ‘science falsely so called’. Dr Morris was a 
prolific Christian writer, and is also known 
for such books as: The Bible and Modern 
Science, The Genesis Record, The Biblical 
Basis for Modern Science, The Long War 
Against God, and The Defender’s Bible.

Ordination and Induction in Ayr (Rev J 
J Murray)
On 3rd March 2006 the St Quivox Church 
in Ayr was filled for the ordination and 
induction of the Rev Gavin Beers. Friends 
had gathered from the Highlands and 

Islands, in spite of wintry conditions, and 
a good number had come across by ferry 
from Northern Ireland. Mr Beers, a native 
of Belfast, had been converted in the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster. He began 
his theological studies at Whitefield College 
but moved mid-course to the Free Church 
(Continuing) Seminary with a view to 
applying for admission to the ministry of 
our Church. During the two-year period 
of qualification he did residential supply at 
Waternish in the Isle of Skye.
The service was conducted by the 
Moderator of Presbytery, the Rev David 
Fraser, who preached on lessons from the 
setting apart of Joshua in Numbers 27:12-
23. There followed the ordination of Mr 
Beers and his induction to the charge of the 
Ayr congregation. Words of exhortation 
and encouragement were addressed to the 
new minister by the Rev M A N MacLeod 
and to the congregation by the Interim-
Moderator, Rev John J Murray. 
Following the service there was a Welcome 
Reception in the church hall. After the 
gathering had enjoyed an abundance of 
refreshments provided by the Ayr ladies 
and their helpers, the Interim-Moderator 
read a number of greetings from friends 
not able to be present. He then called on 
the Session Clerk, Mr James Frew, who 
welcomed Mr Beers to the congregation and 
made a presentation to him. Mrs M Walker 
presented a bouquet of flowers to Mrs Alison 
Beers, and the four boys were given books 
by the children of the congregation. Mr 
Murray thanked all who had contributed to 
the life of the congregation over the last five 
years and then called on Mr Stuart Mackay 
who presented books to the regular supply 
preachers and the Interim-Moderators. The 
Rev Bryan Baxter was not able to be present 
for the occasion.
Mr Beers thanked the congregation for 
their welcome and their gifts to him and his 
wife and family. He acknowledged God’s 
goodness in providing for them and the 
kindnesses received from friends present 
and absent and across the denominations. 
He hoped that the goodwill and support 
of that evening would be continued. He 
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then called on four speakers: Rev David 
Silversides, Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Loughbrickland; Mr John Bain, elder in the 
Snizort congregation, Isle of Skye; Rev Greg 
MacDonald, fellow student in NI and now 
minister in Ness;  and Mr  Alistair Winter, 
a member of Gilford Free Presbyterian 
Church of Ulster. A memorable evening was 
concluded with praise from Psalm 72.16-19 
and prayer by the Rev Maurice Roberts, a 
former minister of the congregation.
We pray that Mr Beers may exercise a God-
honouring and fruitful ministry in this 
once-favoured but now needy area of our 
land.
Christian School
The Glasgow Christian Education 
Association is investigating the possibility 
of establishing a Christian School in the city. 
They are currently looking for a Primary 
teacher. Anyone who is interested or would 
like further information should contact 
Isobel Macleod on 0141 959 5648.

Sad Death (Mark Bube)
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whose resurrection we have 
been born again to a living hope. With sad 
hearts, we regret to inform you that the 
Rev Matthew D. Baugh, OP missionary to 
Haiti, was killed in a motorcycle accident 
4th May 2006. He died on the way to the 
hospital. His wife, Shannon, was with him 
in the transport. Matt is survived by his wife, 
Shannon, and five children: Andrew (10), 
Laura (8), Sara Grace (6), Jessica (5), and 
Margaret (2). Matt was highly thought of, 
brought up in Haiti, trained in America, he 
had just begun his missionary work. Please 
keep them much in your prayers. 

Burning of Bible in Pakistan
Over 1,500 Christians staged a protest in 
Pakistan after four Muslim men were caught 
burning the Bible and other Christian 
booklets, reports the Pakistan-based Daily 
Times. The incident occurred on 4th April 
2006. Five churches have been attacked 
in Pakistan within two months. This Bible 
burning incident disputes the claim by the 
minister for local bodies, Raja Basharat, that 
there existed complete harmony between 
Muslims and Christians in the province of 
Punjab.

Highland Bible Conference 2006
The Highland Bible Conference 2006 under 
the auspices of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) Inverness will be held in 
Inverness Royal Academy. The speaker 
expected is the Rev David Silversides 
(Loughbrickland, County Down, N.I). 
The date is Friday 18th August 7.30pm 
(refreshments after meeting) and Saturday 
19th August 4.30pm and 7pm (tea provided 
in interval). Lord’s Day 11am and 6.30pm. 
Bookstall at Friday & Saturday meetings. 
Enquiries: Tel: 01463 220701.

Darfur Crisis
In Darfur, Sudan, as many as 400,000 people 
have been killed and 2.5 million people 
have been displaced. Darfurians struggle to 
survive amidst daily violence and attacks. 
Christians have been responding to the 
conflict in Darfur by supporting the Darfur 
Relief Collaboration, a group of Christian 
relief and development agencies who 
combine skills and resources to care for 
90,000 Darfurians. World Relief is the lead 
agency in this collaboration, and is engaged 
in improving health conditions through 
food, nutrition, water, and sanitation 
services.
Sri Lanka (Dr P Hoole)
Calvary Reformed Presbyterian Chapel, 
Colombo, has been involved in tsunami 
reconstruction work in the Trincomalee 
and Batticaloa districts, two districts badly 
affected by the tsunami and the civil war. 
In Trincomalee we have been working 
with children in four villages, especially in 

running pre-schools – supporting teachers, 
building the basic school structure and 
giving nutritious food for the children 
during school time. In some villages the 
work is established and has progressed 
well, in others it is still at its early stages. 
With our work in progress there are many 
other villages that have also approached the 
Chapel for long-term work. Our present 
commitment is for three years using the 
money we have received so far. There are 
now plans under way to make the work 
in two villages permanent in purchasing 
land and building a pre-school, library and 
worship centre. Batticaloa is a district that 
was very badly damaged and now many 
NGOs are leaving what was started due to 
a variety of reasons and the needs increase 
in many villages, specially for community 
development work, including children’s 
education. (In one village where we have 
recently been approached for help, the 
children are unschooled, unable even to 
read right into teenage years). The Gospel 
work has developed in parallel and there are 
now two worshipping places in Trincomalee 
and in Batticaloa. We have the following 
men working for us under the tsunami 
project: Vijendran, James, Theiventhrian, 
Shanthan, Thavam and Raja. They also 
attend the once a month theological classes 
at the Geneva Institute of the Chapel. Our 
future developments here will depend on 
the funds we have/receive. From May we 
have four full-time students as well. Recent 
eruption of warfare has affected our work in 
Trincomalee, where people have fled from 
two villages because of many killings and 
no security, some attempting to cross the 
Indian Ocean to go to India. We are also 
helplessly watching a third village becoming 
empty since neighbouring villages have 
already become empty and the main school 
serving several villages has been closed for 
one month now. We wish to thank the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) for their 
interest and support.

Pakistan – Sale of Christian Children as 
Slaves (Barnabas Fund)
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Gul Khan, a leading member of a militant 
Islamic organisation based in Pakistan, is 
funding its activities through the sale of 
Christian children into slavery. The children, 
aged between 6 and 12, are abducted 
from their homes in remote Christian 
villages in the Punjab and incarcerated in 
appalling conditions, until being sold for 
approximately $1,700 each into the sex 
trade or a life of domestic servitude. While 
they are held they are beaten savagely, only 
fed once a day and ordered not to talk, 
play or pray. The trade was exposed by two 
Christian missionaries (one Pakistani, the 
other American) who had seen photographs 
of boys for sale on the black market in 
Quetta, the capital of Baluchistan province. 
The missionaries constructed an elaborate 
and hazardous rescue plan, with the 
Pakistani posing as a Lahore businessman 
who wanted to buy boys to beg for him. Not 
only did they manage to buy back twenty 
boys and return them to their homes, but 
also they secretly filmed Khan accepting 
money for seventeen boys.

New Training College for Church of 
Scotland Ministers
The first new provider of training for Church 
of Scotland ministers in 77 years was 
approved by the Church of Scotland General 
Assembly which met in May. The Assembly 
awarded the Highlands and Islands higher 
education institute, UHI, this status and 
UHI’s Highland Theological College (HTC) 
joins the older universities in training the 
Kirk’s recruits. The Church of Scotland said 
one of the advantages of HTC was that its 
training focuses on distance learning. HTC 
stands in stark contrast to the other colleges 
in that it is evangelical while the others are 
all dominated by liberalism. The decision 

provides HTC with an exciting new rôle and 
we wish God’s blessing upon them.

Crisis over gay clerics
Pro-gay ministers within the Church of 
Scotland have set up a campaign group to 
lobby for the rights of homosexual clergy 
called Affirmation Scotland. It wants to lift 
what it claims is the ‘climate of fear’ and 
intimidation surrounding homosexuality 
and is set to call for the admission of openly 
gay ministers. It is the first time the Church 
has had a pro-gay group campaigning 
within its ranks. At the General Assembly 
permission was given to ministers to be 
allowed to bless gay partnerships. Rev Kim 
Cran, one of the founders of Affirmation 
Scotland, said: ‘I think there are people 
who see the church as being closed. I want 
to see an open church. I want to celebrate 
diversity. We are losing the contributions of 
so many people by not welcoming them in 
... I think we should allow practising gays 
to be ministers’. The new gay rights group 
has the backing of one of the Kirk’s leading 
theologians, Rev Prof George Newlands of 
Glasgow University, the former convener 
of the Church’s Panel of Doctrine. He said: 
‘I have been in the situation where gay 
ministers have come to me not knowing 
what to do because they were gay. They feel 
intimidated’. 
Rev Ian Watson, secretary of Forward 
Together, the main evangelical group 
in the Church, said: ‘Those pushing for 
these changes do not have a monopoly on 
compassion for homosexuals. The Church 
of Scotland should not take a position which 
is at odds with the Bible, with history and 
the great majority of the World Church’. Let 
us pray for those who are seeking to support 
biblical morality.

Sexual Orientation Regulations (Christian 
Institute)
The Government is planning to introduce 
new laws to outlaw discrimination on the 
grounds of ‘sexual orientation’. The new laws 
relate to the provision of goods, services 
and facilities; the management of premises; 
schools; and public authorities. These 
planned laws threaten the religious liberty 
of churches and Christian organisations. 
The Government is currently consulting on 
these laws including whether to introduce 
safeguards to protect religious freedom. 
Providers of B&B, for example, could be 
affected. Please pray that the Government 
would understand the concerns of Christians 
and act to protect religious freedom and for 
the staff of The Christian Institute as they 
seek to argue the case for protections.

Indonesian Earthquake Appeal (Barnabas 
Fund)
A magnitude 6.2 earthquake struck the 
densely populated heart of Java island, 
Indonesia around dawn on Saturday 
morning, 27th May. Hundreds of square 
kilometres were affected, including the 
ancient royal capital Yogyakarta. According 
to the most recent estimates, almost 5,000 
people have been killed, 10,000 injured 
(1,000 of them seriously) and 150,000 made 
homeless. Although the region is Muslim-
majority, there are many Christians amongst 
the earthquake victims, killed, injured or 
made homeless. Church buildings have 
also been destroyed. First estimates suggest 
10,000 Christians have been affected, but 
the real figure could be much higher. The 
Barnabas Fund is therefore appealing for 
assistance for Christian victims of the 
earthquake.
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Picture a Roman amphitheatre in Side, Turkey. It is a warm sunny 
morning, 29th March 2006. Crowds have gathered, along with a 
team from NASA and Exploratorium.edu to transmit a live web-
cast of a total eclipse of the sun. Having watched in fascination, I 
thought it may be worthwhile to share some of my thoughts with 
you.

The sun’s beauty
Previously I had only known that an eclipse occurred when the 
moon hid the sun from view. I had never realised that this hiding 
of the sun provides a unique opportunity to study and admire the 
sun’s beauty; for it is in an eclipse that the sun’s glorious ‘corona’ 
is revealed. (The corona is the outer, very hot, part of the sun’s 
atmosphere.) For the Christian it is a unique opportunity to praise 
and admire God who created the sun in all its glorious complexity, 
who perfectly positioned planets and moon, and promises to keep 
them all rotating in fine precision till the end of time.
Had you ever wondered that from our viewpoint the sun and moon 
are exactly the same size? Yet in reality the sun’s diameter is 400 
times greater than the moon’s. We see them as the same because 
our wonderful Creator placed the sun 400 times further away from 
the earth than the moon. (Strange that anyone can really think this 
happened as the result of a chance explosion!) Because, and only 
because, they are the same size when viewed from earth, can we 
enjoy the wonders of a beautiful total eclipse. 

What is the sun?
‘What is the sun?’ the presenter laughingly asked. The answer: ‘our 
nearest star, a huge ball of incandescent hot gas, which provides 
earth with the energy and light to sustain all life, the centre of 
our solar system’. As I recall, there are more wonders too, some of 
which scientists are striving to understand: the magnetic activity; 
the different layers which are at different temperatures; the Sun 
Spots which appear as dark areas on the surface; the Flares which 
are gigantic explosions in the sun; the sun’s rotation in 29 days; and 
its 11 year cycle of magnetic activity. 
The various stages of the eclipse were fascinating. At first the sun no 
longer appeared round but as an ever-decreasing crescent. Bit by 
bit, the amphitheatre became darker and cooler; shadows became 
less sharp. And then, the sun disappeared altogether. There were 
about four minutes of ‘totality’ when we could see that glowing 
corona like a halo in the black sky, shimmering and lined with the 
unmistakable pattern of the sun’s magnetic field. Apart from this, 
total darkness.

Moments of awe
What moments of awe! Who could but be deeply impressed with 
such majesty? ‘And to think’, the presenter said, ‘the sun is like that 
all the time but you can’t see it. You need the moon to block it’. 
Can we fail to see here a striking parallel? Our God has a glory 
which would have been forever hid from us had He not chosen to 
veil His glory with human nature in the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Yes, we would have felt His burning justice, but never have 
known His wondrous mercy. Yes, we would have been dazzled by 
His shining holiness, but never have heard of His gracious love. 
Who could witness the people standing around in the darkness 
of that Roman amphitheatre without remembering another day 

when ‘there was darkness over all the land’ from noon till mid-
afternoon? If ever there was total darkness it was when our Lord 
was on the cross; when in bearing the most intense punishment 
for His people’s sin He cried out, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’ The awesome hiding of the sun from earth that day 
was nothing compared to the awful hiding of God’s face from His 
own Son. Have you asked Christ to bear away your sins? If not, 
then do so at once before you too experience that intense and 
never-ending punishment for sin.

The unveiling of the sun
Soon the moon began to unveil the sun, and revealed yet more 
beauty. Have you ever wondered why there are craters on the moon? 
One reason must be the spectacular ‘bead pattern’ they create as 
tiny streams of sunlight peep through before the sun re-appears 
after an eclipse. This display then gives way to the triumphant 
‘Diamond Ring’, where the outlined circle of the corona around 
the moon is the ‘gold band’ and one radiant large bead of sunlight 
is the sparkling diamond – like a promise in the sky that the sun 
will return. So was our Saviour’s triumphant cry, ‘It is finished!’ His 
eclipse was ending, His sacrifice for sin accepted, and He lay down 
His life with the promise that He would take it again. 
Just a few more minutes and the sun was shining forth with all its 
brilliance, but it was an unforgettable experience. Each morning 
may we praise God for the sun by which He supplies the light and 
energy for all life on earth. And as darkness falls each night may we 
stop to remember that one day God will fold away the whole solar 
system and set up His judgment throne. Then unbelievers shall 
be cast into ‘outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth’. But the Lord himself shall welcome His people into that 
city which has ‘no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine 
in it, for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof ’.

Solar Eclipse 
Mary Gillies
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MONDAY

OPENING
On the afternoon of Monday 22 May the 
Commissioners to the General Assembly of the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) were found 
making their way, not to the now familiar Liberton 
Kirk but to Viewforth Parish Church in Gilmore 
Place. The temporary location proved acceptable 
and business got under way.
The proceedings opened at 6.00 pm with worship 
conducted by the retiring Moderator, Rev William 
Macleod, who preached from Habbakuk 3.2: ‘O 
Lord I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O 
Lord revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known; in wrath remember 
mercy’. The substance of this sermon is given 
elsewhere in the magazine.
When it came to the appointment of a new 
Moderator the name of the Rev John Macleod, 
Tarbat, the Principal Clerk of the Assembly, was 
moved by the Rev Robert Josey and seconded by Mr 
Lindsay MacCallum. 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS
The Report of the Committee explained that Liberton 
Kirk was not available for this year’s Assembly due 
to renovation work running behind schedule. It 
had been difficult finding an alternative venue 
but the Committee were indebted to the minister, 
Kirk Session and congregation of Viewforth Parish 
Church for their willingness to accommodate the 
Assembly in the circumstances. With the Principal 
Clerk being elevated to the Moderator’s chair, the 
Rev Graeme Craig stepped into his place at the 
Clerk’s desk and the Rev Murdo Angus MacLeod 
was appointed as Assistant Clerk, pro tem. Thanks 
were recorded to Mrs Janet Mackenzie, the 
Assembly Office Manager, for all the work she does 
in preparing and processing papers and Reports for 
the Committees and the General Assembly. Due to 
the change of venue not all the catering would be 
‘in house’. The lunches would be provided by Mrs 
Alison Grant and her able team of helpers. The teas 
would be in the nearby Bruntsfield Hotel.
The Report was presented by the Convener, Mr 
Desmond Biggerstaff, who publicly expressed 
the Church’s indebtedness to the authorities at 
Viewforth Church. The only drawback of the 
location was lack of parking facilities. He warned 
Commissioners not to take any liberties with 
parking in the area as the traffic wardens showed no 
mercy. In seconding the Deliverance Rev Graeme 
Craig drew attention to the section of the Report 
dealing with the ‘Conducting of Business and 
Causes in Church Courts and Committees’ and 
stressed the need to follow appropriate procedures 
and policy in accordance with the Legislation of the 
Church at all times. Speaking in connection with 

the Nominations aspect of the Committee, the Rev 
James Gracie raised the question of the position 
of ex officio members serving on Committees and 
asked that the Committee take a look at their rôle 
over the coming year. 

TUESDAY

On the Tuesday morning the new Moderator gave 
his address on ‘True God Given Authority’. The full 
text is given elsewhere in the magazine.

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS
In presenting the Report of the Committee the 
Convener, the Rev Maurice Roberts, expressed 
their desire to keep in touch with brethren in other 
denominations. Our pain in recent divisions is not 
unique and several denominations have experienced 
schisms, where men have had to take a stand for the 
truth. This was particularly so in the Netherlands 
in recent times. Truth hurts and we need not be 
surprised that people are not falling over themselves 
to receive us. The great need of the church in 
general is Calvinistic truth and serious God-centred 
worship. It is encouraging to see the resurgence of 
the Reformed Faith throughout the world and to 
hear of the vast number of Christians in China and 
of converts in the Middle East. It is good to read the 
literature from other Reformed Churches and to 
have the choice of going to some excellent Reformed 
Conferences.
Mr Roberts went on to deal with the ICRC. At the 
meeting of ICRC held in Pretoria, South Africa, in 
October 2005 the Church was represented by Rev D 
S Fraser, Rev M Roberts, Rev J MacLeod (Tarbat), 
and Rev J J Murray. Owing to a ruling of the ICRC 
that no church which is in legal dispute with any 
of the existing member churches of the ICRC is 
eligible to become a member, our application for 
membership could not at that date be granted to 
us. This was disappointing but our disappointment 
was offset by an obvious spirit of warmth towards 
us nonetheless by many member churches. It was 
difficult for churches which do not hold to our 
view of the Establishment Principle to appreciate 
the reasons for our Appeal in civil law. It is our 
firm expectation that now that the Appeal has been 
dropped our application for membership of the 
ICRC would be favourably received should we seek 
membership at the next meeting due to take place in 
New Zealand in 2009.
There followed some questions and discussion 
about the decision of the ICRC in October 2005 
and the possible re-application for membership in 
2009. How can we apply again to be received when 
the Appeal was dropped through lack of funds? The 
effect of the 2005 decision is that you can hold to the 
establishment principle as a church but if you put 
the principle into practice you will not be allowed 
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to join the ICRC. This was seen to be very confusing 
and making difficulties for us in the future if we were 
being asked to deny this fundamental principle. 
Rev David Fraser spoke of how the attitude of the 
four representatives in Pretoria had given a good 
testimony to the Church and he had the opportunity 
to express to the ICRC his disappointment with the 
decision to exclude us. The Moderator cautioned 
against going any further into the matter because 
the correctness of the wording of the Minute of the 
ICRC regarding our case had been challenged.

FINANCE AND SUSTENTATION
The Convener, Mr Harley Cameron, presented 
the Report. He expressed gratitude that the net 
income from congregations for 2005 was £551,712, 
an increase of 6% on the previous year. The largest 
increase in expenditure was in the ministers’ 
stipends. In all a total surplus of £76,425 was 
recorded on ordinary transactions and this was due 
to the generosity of our people and the exercise of 
good stewardship.
Dealing with the Sustentation aspect of the report Mr 
Cameron said that the Committee recommended a 
stipend increase of 2.5% in the coming year bringing 
it up to £17,040. This was an increase in line with 
inflation although not with average earnings. If this 
was not done now it would be more difficult at a 
future date to catch up on the proposed increase in 
stipend. 
Among questions raised about the Report was one 
to determine the cost to the Church of the running 
of the Seminary. It was noted that this was not listed 
separately in the accounts and the matter would be 
rectified in the future.
Rev John Keddie, in seconding the Deliverance, said 
how important it was to set these financial matters in 
the context of Scripture and turning to 1Chronicles 
29 he emphasized the principles of giving joyfully to 
the building of the Lord’s house. He referred to the 
sheets of statistics and pointed out that only 13 out 
of the 25 congregations in the Church contributed 
sufficient to sustain a minister. But this was a 
demonstration of the Presbyterian principle of the 
weak being supported by the strong. He concluded 
by dealing with the appeal from Ayr. This could not 
be met at the present time because current financial 
resources were insufficient. The Committee will 
have to explore sources of funding of such projects 
from within and outside the Church.
There were two amendments to the deliverance. 
The first by the Rev J J Murray was to add the 
recommendation that the Committee’s proposals 
to investigate suitable funding opportunities for 
promoting potential manse and church building 
projects should require them ‘to report to the 
October Commission of Assembly’. He spoke of 
keeping the balance between faith and prudence and 
the choice of going forward while an opportunity is 
there or else drawing back. He paid tribute to the 
quality of the ministry of the Rev Gavin Beers. Mr 
Beers needed security for the sake of his increasing 

family. In the second amendment the Rev Kenneth 
MacDonald sought that ministers of the Church 
would forgo the proposed increase in stipend this 
coming year. He felt that such a gesture would send 
a good message to our people. 
Mr John MacKenzie paid tribute to Mr Harley 
Cameron for all his work on behalf of the Church 
and his willingness to remain Convener for an extra 
year. We have an obligation to ensure the stipend is 
maintained at a certain level. In connection with new 
projects, like the manse in Ayr, Presbyteries have to 
exercise prudence. Rev T McGlynn pointed out that 
it would be cheaper to buy a property outwith the 
town of Ayr. Rev David Blunt said that although his 
heart went with the sentiments expressed by Rev 
K MacDonald about the stipend his head dictated 
otherwise. He thought of those with large families 
in particular. Ministers who did not have families 
could proportion their givings with the needs of 
others in mind. Rev Graeme Craig said the difficulty 
was not necessarily for men with large families. 
He was concerned for older brethren approaching 
retirement and what size of pension they might 
receive. There was a need to monitor the variety 
of situations for pensions. Rev Gavin Beers gave a 
personal plea for the situation in Ayr and said the 
greatest need was for vision.
The Convener accepted the first amendment and 
the second amendment in going to a vote failed to 
carry.

WELFARE OF YOUTH AND 
EDUCATION
The first item on the evening agenda was the 
presentation of awards to the prizewinners in the 
Sabbath School examinations. They were presented 
to the Moderator. The winner in the Bible Class 
Grade was Ruth Naylor, Leverburgh appearing for 
the third time and the Moderator noted that three 
generations were represented in the Assembly 
as her father and grandfather were present as 
commissioners. The winner in the Sabbath School 
Grade was Joanne Macdonald, Knock.
Rev David Fraser presented the Report and 
expressed the thanks of the Committee to all who 
were involved in the work that comes under the 
supervision of the Committee. He spoke of the work 
of Youth Fellowships and his own knowledge of 
the good done by the one in Glasgow. We should 
encourage the use of the Shorter Catechism. This was 
being used among the asylum seekers in outreach at 
Shettleston. The All Age Holiday for this year was 
already booked up and he thanked Mr Andrew 
Murray and the ‘Team Arbroath’ for all their work.
Mr Fraser commended the opening address by 
the Moderator and raised the question of why we 
have lost so many of our covenant children. It was 
the influence of our state school system. Christian 
Schools were being established in some parts of 
the UK and parents were queuing up to get their 
children into them. He spoke of how formal training 
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was lacking today and without it our people could 
be swamped by secular thinking. Can anyone 
function influentially in our society today without 
careful training? With this in mind, the Committee 
sought the Assembly’s approval for the preparation 
of a series of distance learning courses. In the first 
instance these would be for high school children and 
students but ultimately they would be for the benefit 
of the whole membership right up to and including 
retired persons. These courses could be prepared by 
ministers (and other qualified persons) on subjects 
in which they have already pursued study. Each 
winter a member might enrol for a new course of his 
choice. By a method of continuous assessment, on a 
returned questionnaire, a pass would be awarded on 
completion. 
Rev David Blunt dealt with some of the statistics of 
Bible Class and Sabbath School examinations and 
was encouraged by the overall increase in those 
sitting them. It was disappointing that there were no 
entries for the Shorter Catechism Diploma in 2006. 
Rev Maurice Roberts noted that when he visits 
Dutch congregations he finds many more children 
present in the services. We have had many debates 
about the need for Christian schools. It is time we 
put our beliefs into practice. There was bedlam in 
state schools. In Christian schools, like Emmanuel 
in Gateshead, there was discipline, first class results 
and happy families. Rev Allan Murray spoke of the 
problem where there is a wide age range of children 
in one congregation. He wondered if the Committee 
could consider adapting the Sabbath School syllabus 
to cover that range. Rev Harry Woods spoke of how 
the young people of our church were a treasure 
and we should help them to come to know the 
Lord. Rev Warren Gardner spoke of the privilege of 
ministering to one’s own children. He and his wife 
had home-schooled the family for 22 years with 
fruitful results. Rev M A N Macleod spoke of the 
hopes of the establishment of a Christian school in 
Glasgow.

OVERTURE FROM PRESBYTERY 
OF GLASGOW
Rev David Fraser appeared in support of an 
Overture from the Presbytery of Glasgow 
requesting the Assembly to consider the question 
of using Home Missionaries (Resident Lay Agents) 
in the numerically small congregations. It was an 
arrangement that worked well in the past. After 
some confusion over the terms used and existing 
legislation the following motion by the acting 
Principal Clerk was adopted:
‘The General Assembly receive the Overture of the 
Free Presbytery of Glasgow anent Home Missionaries 
and grant its crave to the extent that they instruct 
the Finance & Sustentation Committee to consider 
whether it is desirable to reintroduce Resident Lay 
Agents and if so to review and revise if necessary 
any legislation thereanent, to consult on the whole 

matter with Presbyteries, and report to the 2007 
General Assembly’.

STRATEGY
The Strategy Report was given by Mr John 
MacKenzie. No meeting was called for during the 
year. The Committee would now have to address 
the new situation. Rev Ronald MacKenzie spoke 
of the need for an urgent re-organisation of the 
Presbytery structure. Previous attempts had been 
discouraged because of the legal situation. Our 
separated brethren had completed a reorganization 
of Presbyteries. Presbyteries with a small number of 
men presented their own dangers and difficulties.

WEDNESDAY 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS
In presenting the Report the Convener Rev Murdo 
Angus MacLeod explained how it was somewhat 
different in format to those of recent years. This 
was due to the fact that the last General Assembly 
received an Addendum to the Proposed Deliverance 
in the following terms: ‘The General Assembly direct 
the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 
to investigate ways in which the Committee, and 
through it the wider church, can increase its rôle and 
voice in encouraging and highlighting a Christian 
response in issues of religion and morals and report 
thereanent to the General Assembly of 2006’.
In fulfilling that remit the Committee had given 
consideration to two particular issues. In the first 
place the Committee agreed to investigate the 
biblical and constitutional basis of our voice being 
heard in matters of religion and morals. Does the 
Word of God and our historic position allow us or 
even commit us to speaking up on such issues? The 
Committee firmly believed that the answer to that 
question is yes and the first section of the Report 
outlined their thinking in this area. They had also 
considered how best to effect such an increased rôle 
in matters of religion and morals. The second half 
of the Report dealt with this matter and included a 
summary of their subsequent efforts over the year.
The basis was laid in the fact that the people of 
God had consistently raised their voice in concern 
and protest at the sin of the day. They had been 
concerned with public questions, religion and 
morals. Our forefathers had contended for the Civil 
Establishment of Religion. It was the same emphasis 
that was to be found in the ‘Claim, Declaration and 
Protest’ of 1842. John the Baptist was an example of a 
man who shunned expediency and arraigned Herod 
for taking his brother’s wife (Mark 6:17). For his 
faithfulness to God John was committed to prison. 
The day might not be too far distant when our 
freedom to speak out in this way would be curtailed. 
We defended our right to protest when the Lord’s 
Day was trampled under foot. We protested when 
‘Jerry Springer The Opera’ came to town.
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The Committee had endeavoured to take action 
throughout the year. In the case of the Family Law 
Bill (Scotland), seeking a time reduction in the 
period necessary for divorce, the Committee wrote 
to MSPs of all parties urging them to support an 
amendment to the Bill put forward by the Justice 
Committee. The intervention was welcomed by 
some. The Committee voiced their opposition to the 
legislation allowing homosexual couples to register 
their relationship. He publicly commended the 
Registrars of the Western Isles for their principled 
stand on this matter. 

In the area of declaring the Faith a lot of time had 
been spent on writing and lobbying on the Racial 
and Religious Hatred Bill. It was good that the 
House of Lords made some important changes 
to the Bill and the attempt to overturn them in 
the Commons was defeated by the narrowest of 
margins. The Committee made representations 
against the showing of ‘Jerry Springer The Opera’. 
They were also active in protesting against the attack 
on the Lord’s Day, particularly the introduction of 
the Sabbath ferry service between North Uist and 
Leverburgh.
Rev James Frew felt that there was an imbalance in 
the Report. It made no mention of the threats posed 
by Roman Catholicism and Islam. He cautioned 
about blowing the trumpet in protest. He illustrated 
this by what happened in the coming of ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar’ to Ayr several years ago. Few showed 
much interest at first but the protesters gave it such 
publicity that it became a sellout. Rev James Gracie 
commended Mr MacLeod on his fine Report. He 
recalled that last summer there were one million 
people in Edinburgh protesting about poverty in 
Africa. The campaign was led by pop-stars and 
other celebrities. Poverty was not the major problem 
in Africa. AIDS kills more people than poverty. It 
would be good to see some of these celebrities 
campaigning against immorality.
Rev Maurice Roberts referred to The Da Vinci 
Code and said it was ‘Alice in Wonderland’ stuff. He 
recommended a recent booklet by Gary Williams 
refuting the theory. Dr Andrew Naylor commended 
the work of the Christian Institute and spoke of 
the public meetings they held in the Western Isles 
recently. He referred to the recent imposition of a 
ferry service between North Uist and Leverburgh 
and the united action by the churches and the 
community. The opposition of the locals was ignored 
by Caledonian MacBrayne. It was not thought wise 
to have a public protest at the first sailing as it was on 
the Lord’s Day. Posters were displayed. He concluded 
by asking us to consider what God was teaching us 
in this situation. Rev Allan Murray spoke of how it 
was clear that our government was more and more 
out of touch with the people. The impression was 
being given that the mass of the people were in 
favour of the changes on marriage etc but the reality 
was that they were not. He was disturbed by the 
way in which sexual orientation was being linked 

to racial discrimination. He informed the Assembly 
that as far as the Religious Hatred Bill is concerned 
one good outcome was that evangelism now has the 
protection of the law.

PUBLICATIONS
In the absence of the Convener, the Report was 
presented by the Vice-Convener, Mr Donald 
Mackay. He spoke about how the Committee had 
agreed to publish a work by the Rev Hugh Ferrier 
entitled ‘Echoes from Scotland’s Heritage of Grace’, 
dealing with events in the Church of Scotland and 
particularly the Free Church prior to 2000. He also 
referred to the difficulties of finding a replacement for 
Mrs Coleen MacDonald as Subscriptions Secretary 
for the magazines. The difficulties highlighted the 
onerous task it was for Mrs MacDonald. There was 
also the rôle of distributing the magazine. They were 
hoping that two persons from the same locality or 
even from the same congregation would be willing 
and able to take on these two rôles.
There were two amendments to the Deliverance 
both by the Rev Harry Woods. The first requested 
the Committee to consider the publishing in book 
form the articles on the Shorter Catechism which 
appeared in the Explorer. The articles were greatly 
appreciated. The second instructed the Committee 
to make available an electronic version of the Year 
Book. Both amendments were accepted by the 
Convener.
Mr Lindsay McCallum raised a question about the 
Catechism on the Division of 2000 that had been 
prepared but never published. The need for this was 
greater today and he urged that an official account 
of the Division of 2000 should be produced. Rev 
Maurice Roberts addressed the question of difficulty 
in selling publications. The answer was to try 
established publishers or else reduce the print run 
and so save costs.
Mr Maurice Grant gave an update on the Annals 
of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000. He had 
been able to expand some of the earlier material 
from public records that had now become available. 
He had entries now for over 500 ministers and the 
whole came to some 170 pages. Rev James Frew 
said it was time to remake our website. He did not 
know what expertise the new Editorial Adviser had 
but things could easily be improved by men with 
expertise. Rev Kenneth MacDonald paid tribute to 
the editors of the magazines and the amount of time 
they put into the work. 

THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS
The Committee on Theological Questions was 
appointed by the 2004 Commission of Assembly. 
The finding of the Committee was as follows:
The Committee believe the Free Church of Scotland, 
in accordance with the teaching of Scripture and the 
Church’s Subordinate Standards of the Westminster 
Confession and Catechisms, has hitherto consistently 
believed and taught both the doctrines of Common 
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Grace and the Free or well-meant Offer of the 
Gospel to sinners of mankind without exception. 
By the Free or well-meant Offer of the Gospel we 
understand our Confessional Standards to state that 
out of the goodness of God the riches of salvation are 
offered in Christ to all sinners through the preaching 
of the Gospel with the promise of salvation to all 
who believe. By the teaching of Common Grace we 
understand our Confessional Standards to speak of 
the restraint that God places on the effects of sin and 
the fall in this present evil world so as to provide 
conditions in which the Gospel of Peace can be 
preached and the elect of God be ingathered out of 
every generation, people and tongue. 
It was felt that further inquiry by the Committee 
into the aforementioned matters of theology was 
unnecessary and as there was no other motion, 
the Committee was thanked for its work and 
discharged.

PSALMODY
Rev David Fraser presented the Report and spoke 
of the place of praise in our worship. It is our 
confession of faith, our testimony. It is what we 
would love to say to our Lord and it is provided for 
us. Every member participates in it. Mr Fraser was 
disappointed that there were no Scripture references 
in the Directory for Public Worship. This failed to 
highlight the emphasis in the Psalms on joyfulness, 
which was something we lacked in our worship. 
He emphasized the importance of training for 
precentors.
Rev Graeme Craig spoke of the disappointing 
numbers who sat the Psalmody Test. The Committee 
were grateful for the production of the CDs. They 
had introduced changes to the second one which 
would make it easier to play. He thanked all who 
were involved in the preparation and production. 
The Committee were considering the possibility of 
holding a Psalmody Conference. Rev James Frew 
said that not everyone was a good singer. Some 
were like bullfrogs, others were like skylarks. He 
commended the use of Workshops. A Psalmody 
Class had transformed the singing in Evanton. He 
had come from an unchurched background and had 
no difficulty appreciating the metrical Psalms. Rev 
W B Scott said that all should be encouraged to sing 
with the understanding. The Lord knows the heart.

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS
This Report was presented by the Convener, the 
Rev Timothy McGlynn. He spoke of the work of 
the Rev David Blunt, Evangelist/Church Planter 
in Aberdeen. Mr Blunt has served faithfully in 
this post for the last five years and the provision 
is due for renewal in October 2006. He also paid 
tribute to the diligent work of the Home Mission 
Worker, Mr Donald Morrison. He has proved to be 
an encouragement wherever he goes. His original 
appointment was for two years and it was hoped that 
this would be renewed in October. A suggestion had 

been put to the Committee about creating a post of 
an evangelist at large and the Committee would look 
into the viability of this. 
In speaking to the Report the Rev William Macleod 
said that we must not be content with our little 
corner. He mentioned areas where possible outreach 
could be tried. There were some people in London 
who were supportive. There was a need for an 
Evangelist who could stir up the people. The person 
chosen must have the gifts and graces necessary for 
this important work.
Rev Sherman Isbell gave an update on the situation 
in North America. Twenty years ago the Free Church 
witness was focussed on the Scottish immigrants. 
We now had to consider the spiritual needs of the 
USA. They needed to have indigenous congregations 
with a Free Church (Continuing) identity. There 
were half a million Christians in North America of 
Reformed persuasion. Some were attracted to the 
spirituality of the Free Church and others to the 
worship and government. Our task was to nurture 
them in Free Church principles. Otherwise there 
would be no distinction from other denominations. 
The Presbytery of Great Lakes consisted of three 
congregations and a preaching station. He spoke 
about the other activities. The Family Conference 
in 2005 had been a success and another one was 
planned for August 2006, with Rev J J Murray and 
Rev K MacDonald as visiting speakers. They were 
publishing a periodical, The Master’s Trumpet, and 
arranging a twice-yearly Colloquium (a School of 
Theology). 
Rev David Blunt gave an account of his work. 
Aberdeen was the remotest congregation in the FCC 
in the UK. They had only seven active members but 
they were very committed as was evident in the 
givings of £9,000, while at the same time repaying 
a loan on the manse at a rate of more than £3500 
per annum. The Covenant was the great engine for 
the growth of the church and they were looking for 
families. Current activities included outreach to 
students with the offer of a free Bible. Members of 
the congregation had been largely alone in protesting 
against the ‘Jerry Springer’ show. The congregational 
website was bringing contacts far beyond Scotland.
Mr Desmond Biggerstaff spoke about his recent 
visit to preach in the Adelaide Free Church. They 
were a friendly, hospitable people who were thirsty 
for the Word of God. Their prayers made preaching 
easier for him. The facilities in their building were 
excellent. Rev W B Scott encouraged the Church to 
go ahead with a manse for Ayr, a church building 
for Point and writing off the Aberdeen manse loan. 
Our Home Mission Worker should be provided 
with larger accommodation especially now that the 
prospect of his marriage was on the horizon. The 
Church should take these things on as projects. Rev 
David Fraser spoke about Zambia. He paid tribute to 
Mr Cammy Macleay who had gone to Zambia at his 
own expense. He was staying in Petauke and visiting 
the schools with the teacher training programme. 
He urged prayer for him. He also commended Justin 
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Phiri for his Correspondence Course work and Mr 
Phil Bailey for his work on the farm.
Rev John MacLeod (Duthil/Dores) wished to correct 
any impression that he or others were lacking in 
vision. We attained that vision with the sense that 
God has given. We must work within the limits of 
our manpower and within the limits of our financial 
resources. We had to be mindful of the continuing 
uncertainties of the legal situation and the possible 
assault on frozen funds. Mr Donald Mackay spoke of 
the particular threats facing the Partick congregation 
and how money in a frozen account had been taken. 
Rev. Graeme Craig said we must have a balanced 
view and make the best use of our manpower. How 
many ministers had a free Sabbath afternoon and 
could take a service in a place where there was a 
nucleus of people? We must have realism in face of 
the potential difficulties confronting us.

MISSIONARY SPEAKERS
During a break in the presentation of the Missions 
Committee Report the Assembly heard from two 
missionary speakers.
Mr Donald John Morrison, Home Mission Worker, 
spoke of how we must be prepared to trample 
comforts underfoot if we are to reach the lost. The 
Lord Jesus gave his Church the command ‘to go out 
into the highways and hedges and compel them to 
come in’. Sacrifices have to be made. It might be said 
of us that Jesus was our best kept secret. Paul did so 
much with so little but we do so little with so much.
He was able to report that in his work of personal 
evangelism in the year ending 31 December 2005 
a total number of 33,000 gospel tracts had been 
given out, along with 374 evangelistic booklets. In 
Inverness open air meetings continue to be held 
on Sunday afternoons on the High Street. Many 
engaging conversations take place with people from 
all walks of life. He discovered that that there was an 
increasing Muslim population in the city. Tracts in 
20 other languages were given out to people of other 
nationalities. He had just heard from a young man 
in London who had been gloriously converted. The 
contact went back to May 2003 when he had been 
given a tract.
He asked, Where is our vision? He witnessed the 
almost perfect attendances at Commissions of 
Assembly but when it came to supporting Gospel 
outreach there were few there to help. We needed a 
concentrated effort in our communities to win the 
lost for Christ. 
Rev Timothy McGlynn spoke about the missionary 
work in Zambia. He had been appointed the 
nominated Trustee representing the Free Church 
(Continuing) on the Board of Covenant College. 
He had visited the College in September 2005 and 
found the experience enlightening, humbling and 
encouraging. A matter currently under discussion 
was whether to retain the College on the farm site or 
go to a new location in the centre of Petauke. There 
was the recent encouragement of the arrival of the 
Rev Cees Molenaar and his wife and family from 

the Heritage Reformed Congregations. Cees would 
share the lecturing in Covenant College with Jan 
van Straaten. It was not their intention to build one 
large College but to plant similar Colleges in other 
locations as required and enabled. 

THURSDAY

LEGAL ADVICE AND PROPERTY
The Report gave an update on matters since the 
March Commission. An amendment had been 
brought to the March Commission seeking that our 
decision to unilaterally fall from the Reclaiming 
Motion be sufficiently delayed to enable the 
promised response to our proposals to reach us 
before then. The Committee took the view, however, 
that in terms of the undertaking given to the 
November Commission as well as the expectation 
of a positive response from the other side, we had 
an obligation to take the final decision at that time. 
The Commission had supported that view by an 
overwhelming majority. In terms of our strategic 
position that might well now be regarded as a mistake 
but, in terms of integrity, we believe that we could 
hold our heads high. There were those members 
of Committee, as well as of the Commission, who 
expressed the fear that we were at risk of being 
naive in trusting a body of men who had behaved 
so unworthily in 1999/2000. The Committee also 
recognizes that there were those of our number who 
had come to the conclusion in November of last 
year that there was a possible evidence of change 
of heart on the part of those from whom we were 
now separate. Recent events had shown, however, 
that nothing had really changed. In future we must 
proceed with caution and vigilance. The question 
facing the Church is, Where now? Not surprisingly 
in view of the outcome of the negotiation attempt, 
some of our people had asked about the possibility 
of reviving the Appeal process. In terms, however, 
of Court procedure that was no longer possible. 
The decision was taken in March to fall from the 
Appeal and was irrevocable. That decision had been 
duly communicated to our legal team who carried 
through the appropriate procedure in Court. The 
Committee had clearly set out the consequences of 
this action in the Report brought to the Commission 
in March and the Church would have to live with 
that. 
The Convener, Mr John MacKenzie in presenting the 
Report referred back to the debate on the Missions 
Committee Report and said that the plant would not 
flourish unless there was a solid root. He likened the 
work of the Legal Committee to navvies digging the 
foundations with sweat and tears. This was a work 
of basic importance in defence of fundamental 
principles. Unless this was maintained everything 
else was of no avail. Unless the foundation was there 
the superstructure would perish. Those who said 
that money was wasted in the Court case must realise 
that we could not occupy property unless based on 
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law. He was sorry we did not persist in the Appeal. 
In the Assembly of 2000 we had given no assurance 
of success at the first hurdle. Referring to the Biblical 
example in Judges 20 he pointed out that, although 
they were combating blatant evil, it was only at the 
third attempt that the Israelites had succeeded.
In the light of the decision taken at the ICRC in 
Pretoria Mr MacKenzie had met with the Convener 
of the FC Legal Group, Dr Ian Maciver. Dr Maciver 
had given the impression that they were keen to 
reach an equitable negotiated settlement with us 
and that if our proposals carried the ‘stamp of 
approval of our Commission of Assembly’, they 
would be willing to enter into meaningful talks. It 
had been a matter of great disappointment that our 
Proposals for Settlement Document had not even 
been discussed by their Commission of Assembly. 
As an alternative to the proposals approved by our 
Commission of Assembly our separated brethren 
had offered what they euphemistically characterized 
as a ‘One Church Solution’. A so-called ‘Two Church 
Solution’ had been offered as an alternative to their 
preferred option.
In the opening premise of the ‘Proposals for 
Settlement Document’ the Committee had set out in 
unambiguous terms the Free Church (Continuing) 
position on the fundamental principles that brought 
about the division. No reference whatsoever was 
made in that document to a mishandled case of 
discipline in the courts of the Free Church; this 
reflected our oft-asserted view that that case had 
merely been the catalyst, not the cause. We again 
take the opportunity of unashamedly restating these 
principles, as consistent with the historic testimony 
of the Free Church of Scotland. The document had 
stated:
Whereas the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 
assert
a. that the right of continued protest in the Courts of 
the Reformed Church in Scotland against defections 
from constitutional principles and the rights of a 
dissenting minority against an oppressive majority 
have both ever been constitutional principles of the 
Free Church (General Assembly Act IX, 1851 and 
Act IX 1852)
b. that no charge may be laid against any member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ which is not a breach 
of Biblical requirement ( Free Church Practice Part 
III 1.5) and that no member of the Church can be 
deprived of his privileges except by the establishment 
of his guilt with reference to a relevant charge, proved 
by competent evidence, before a competent Court 
and by means of a regular and fairly conducted trial 
( Free Church Practice Part III 2.10)
c. that the foregoing premises are founded upon the 
principle that Christ alone is the Head of the Church 
and that office bearers in the Courts of the Church 
must govern ministerially according to the laws 
of Scripture rather than magisterially by exercise 
of oppressive rule; and that faithful exercise of the 
constitutional right of continued protest enables 
office bearers to assert, maintain and defend the 

doctrine, worship, discipline and government 
of the Church, thus preserving the unity of the 
Church against error and schism; and that office 
bearers cannot be declared to be in violation of their 
Ordination vows in the absence of due process.

In October 1999 the Free Church Commission of 
Assembly had initiated disciplinary action against 
those who sought recall and review of a non-judicial 
finding without the Commission addressing the 
grounds advanced for its review. The purported 
disciplinary procedures against the office bearers 
of the F C D A, culminating in purported sine 
die suspensions of January 2000, had been based 
upon a declaration in October 1999, without due 
process, that office-bearers of the F C D A were in 
violation of their ordination vows. There had yet to 
be an acknowledgment that Church Courts had no 
authority to declare office bearers to be in violation 
of their ordination vows in the absence of due 
process. Although invited to do so, it was a matter 
of great regret that the presently subsisting body 
known as the Free Church of Scotland has been 
unable or unwilling to engage with this statement of 
the principal issues that had caused the division.
Rev John A Gillies in seconding the Deliverance 
said that we must not damage our fellow believers. 
All of us saw ‘only in part’. We were servants of the 
one Master and we were not to judge another man’s 
servant. Our contendings were for the headship of 
Christ and the right of continued protest. We were 
involved not just in a battle but in a war. The Church 
could sometimes behave badly. We have to thank 
God for His faithfulness. Mr Gillies would never 
forget the response made by young and old in 2000. 
In thanking men who had served with him on the 
Committee he paid particular tribute to the Clerk, 
Mr Maurice Grant for his great knowledge and 
wisdom. As for Mr John MacKenzie he had always 
conducted the business in a gentlemanly way. He 
never reacted to criticism in an unchristian manner. 
He ensured that all the decisions of the Committee 
were made by consensus.
Rev John Keddie spoke of how sometimes he was 
a lone voice in the Committee though he endorsed 
what Mr Gillies had said about the spirit in the 
Committee. He felt however that there was somewhat 
of a scolding tone in the Report. He agreed that the 
question facing us was, Where now? We claimed 
to be the Free Church of Scotland. We were not a 
secession. He quoted the verse from Proverbs 16.7: 
‘When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him’. Rev D 
Fraser spoke as one who had dissented at the March 
Commission. He asked whether in falling from the 
Reclaiming Motion we had remained faithful to 
our heritage? He also wondered whether a more 
intensive programme of public meetings might have 
been arranged. There had been evidence that the 
flow of funds had increased significantly following 
the two public meetings which were held.
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Mr Donald Mackay again mentioned the difficulties 
encountered by the Partick congregation. He saw 
a need for expert advice on Frozen Funds, which 
also affected other congregations. Rev James Frew 
spoke about the damage that the dispute has done 
to Gospel witness. Should we not suffer ourselves to 
be defrauded? What use was a large building to us if 
it was empty? The great need was to see souls saved. 
Rev Allan Murray expressed agreement with Mr 
Frew. Our original stand had been for the Headship 
of Christ. A majority in the Church at that time were 
usurping the place of the Headship of Christ. We 
had however moved from that position to our ‘right 
of continued protest’.

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY
Rev W B Scott, Convener, presented the Report. 
He thanked all members of the Committee and 
especially the Clerk. They were thankful for the 
quality of the students in training and those coming 
forward. Several were from churches overseas. 
We were becoming a cosmopolitan Church. The 
Committee were asking for a continuation of the 
remit on the review of procedures for the admission 
of ministers from other Churches and of men 
seeking recognition as students for the ministry of 
the Free Church (Continuing).
Rev William Macleod was encouraged by the work 
of the Seminary. The lecturers were dedicated men, 
with most of them fulfilling the rôle of pastor of a 
congregation as well. They had ten students with one 
graduating this year and two beginning the Course 
in September. He commended the Rev James Frew 
for the week’s course in practical evangelism held 
in Kiltearn which helped to mould and shape the 
young men for this vital part of the work.
Rev Gavin Beers spoke of the benefit he had derived 
from the Lecturers in the Seminary and the help 
he had received from the Principal. Rev Kenneth 
MacDonald suggested that it was time to reconsider 
whether the Lecturers should be paid a token sum 
for their work.

DELEGATES
It was an encouragement to have a good number of 
official delegates and visitors from Churches in the 
United Kingdom and overseas.

Australia
There were two visitors from ‘down under’. The 
Rev Bob Thomas from the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia was making his second visit to the 
Assembly. In bringing greetings he said that his 
Church was also a ‘continuing’ one, having survived 
a Church union in 1977. Looking back after almost 
30 years he could see that it was justified. He was 
ministering in the district of St Kilda in Melbourne 
and was pleased to discover that the Rev Kenneth 
MacRae had been there during his visit to Australia 
in 1953. Mr Thomas gave the main address to the 
Assembly on the Wednesday evening. Taking 

his theme from the Gospel of John, chapter 17 
‘Glorifying God’ he spoke of doing so 1) in our faith 
2) in our practice and 3) in our destiny.
The other visitor from Australia was the Rev John 
Nelson of the Australian Free Church. He spoke of 
the origins of the Church in Melbourne in 1979. The 
minister was the Rev E S Turnbull who had given Mr 
Nelson his best preparation for succeeding him in 
the ministry. There was now a Presbytery with three 
congregations. After years in relative isolation it was 
good to get to know other Churches with a common 
heritage in doctrine and worship. He also spoke of 
his 32 years experience in Christian education. At 
first, concerned parents were willing to mortgage 
their homes to provide the finance. They now had a 
school with 1,100 pupils. 

Europe
The Assembly has had regular visits from 
representatives of Reformed Churches in 
Holland. It was not for the first time that Rev 
Maarten Kater visited on behalf of the Christelijke 
Gerformeerde Kerken. He brought greetings from 
his denomination. He spoke positively about the 
Dutch experience with Christian schools but also 
emphasised the need for parental responsibility. 
The delegate from the Gereformeerde Kerken in 
Nederland (Liberated) (GKV) was the Rev Professor 
G W Kwakkel. He spoke of how his denomination 
and the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken were 
working closely together - something that was not 
thinkable 20 years ago. Both Churches were now 
working together to help in the differences that 
had come into the Free Church of Scotland. They 
recognised our Church as continuing faithful to the 
Reformed doctrine and discipline. They looked for 
healing on Scriptural principles.

It was something new for the Assembly to have a 
visitor from Sweden. The Rev David Bergmark, 
minister of the first Presbyterian congregation to be 
established in that country, spoke briefly about his 
work. Sweden is one of the most secular countries 
in Europe. He was there to preach the Gospel but 
wished to be true to Reformed standards and was 
preparing a Psalter and other literature for use in the 
church.

South Africa
Visiting from South Africa was the Rev Professor 
Dries du Plooy of the Die Gereformeerde Kerke in 
Suid-Afrika (GKSA). He spoke of the command of 
God to support one another and the need to take 
a balanced view of the situation in South Africa. 
He referred to the recent re-structuring of his 
denomination with the creation of one Synod with 
no geographical boundaries.

USA
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church had arranged 
for two delegates, the Rev Jack Peterson and Mr 
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Mark T Bube, to attend the Assembly. Mr  Bube, 
General Secretary of their Committee on Foreign 
Missions, had to cancel due to the tragic death of 
their missionary in Haiti, Matt Baugh, in a motor 
accident. Mr Baugh left a wife and 5 young children. 
Mr Peterson referred to this when he addressed 
the Assembly. We were living in a suffering world 
in which the church suffers but God was working 
out His purposes. Half of the present congregations 
making up the OPC were started as mission work. 
In the light of the tragic news the Moderator called 
on the Rev John A Gillies to lead the Assembly in 
prayer. 

United Kingdom
Delegates from the UK included another well-
known visitor to the Assembly, the Rev Brian 
Norton, Durham. He had a dual commission. He 
represented the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
of England and Wales and AFFINITY. Referring 
to Romans 16 he spoke about how isolationism is 
foreign to the New Testament. The EPCEW had 
grown in size to ten churches and sought to advance 
their witness by planting churches. AFFINITY gave 
opportunity to be linked with the wider Christian 
church. It was representing churches with common 
ground in theology and also had public engagement 
on social affairs and in international relations.
The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland was 
represented by an elder, Mr Kenneth McDonald. He 
spoke of the mutual respect between ministers of our 
two Churches. Although we were small we must, like 
the importunate widow, persevere in prayer and not 
lose heart. Another elder, Mr Roderick Mackenzie, 
came as Moderator of the Associated Presbyterian 
Churches and brought greetings. He said that it was 
our duty ‘to salute every saint in Christ Jesus’. The 
evidence of our love for one another would have 
an influence on the world. As an invited visitor the 
Rev Arthur Bentley-Taylor, Free Church of England 
(Evangelical Connexion) spoke of the battles in 
which he had been involved in his denomination 
since the last time he had visited the Assembly in 

2003. The result was that now eleven congregations 
had been formed into an Evangelical Connexion.
 

Societies
The Lord’s Day Observance Society (in process of 
changing its name to Day One Christian Ministries) 
was represented by Rev Ian MacNaughton, the 
newly appointed Scottish Secretary. He was given 
a welcome in his new capacity but also as one who 
had done his theological training in the Free Church 
College alongside some of the ministers present 
in the Assembly. Mr MacNaughton spoke of the 
removal of the Sunday by-laws that had heralded the 
end of the Scottish Sabbath as it had been known 
for centuries. The vacuum created was filled with 
commercial exploitation and sport. We had to face 
the challenge that is now presented to all lovers of 
the Lord’s Day. 
A warm welcome was extended to Mr Paul Rowland, 
General Secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, 
returning after a long period of illness. He thanked 
the Church for support over the last twelve months. 
He said that it was not so long ago that some had 
predicted the demise of the Society. It was never so 
strong and the Council were united. He outlined the 
projects currently being undertaken by the Society. 
A major work was to compile a translation manual 
of the whole Bible following the principles of the 
Reformation. The Society had provided 40,000 
Arabic Bibles for distribution in the Middle East.

THANKS
At a pleasant little ceremony at lunch-time on the 
Thursday the Moderator expressed the sincere 
thanks of the Assembly to Mrs Alison Grant and her 
catering team who are standing down after several 
years of much appreciated service. The Assembly 
will be looking for new helpers to take their place. 
At the close of the final sederunt of the Assembly 
Mr Malcolm Noble expressed the official thanks of 
the Assembly to all who had assisted in the smooth 
running of the business of the house and again paid 
tribute to the catering team.

‘It is enough: now, O Lord, take away my life’ (1Kgs.19:4). This 
is definitely a case of depression – Elijah’s depression. There is a 
stigma in the world regarding mental illness; that stigma, alas, is 
also found in the visible church. In James 5:17 we read that Elijah 
‘was a man subject to like passions as we are’. In other words he had 
a human nature like our own. If it can happen to him it can happen 
to us because we have the same human nature. It would seem from 
the context that Elijah and, of course, every other child of God, 

never expected this to happen to him. He was taken by surprise by 
his own actions, by his own way of thinking. 

1 . God’s children in depression
What we must remember at the beginning is that human nature 
is a unity of soul and body. It is clear from the context that Elijah 
was exhausted – mentally and physically. We don’t read that he 
was eating and we don’t read that he was sleeping. Sometimes the 

Rev James Clark

ELIJAH’S DEPRESSION
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believer is so lifted up by the Spirit in spiritual activity that he forgets 
that he has a body. If the body goes down it tends to drag down 
the mind with it. The person is, as they sometimes say, not himself 
any more. There is an experience of losing control of the situation, 
of your own mind, of movement and even of perceptions. It would 
seem that Elijah’s disappointment, and the threat of Jezebel, acted 
as a trigger upon his already internal state of exhaustion. It was, so 
to speak, the last straw which tipped the balance. What did he do 
when Jezebel threatened him? He fled for his life! 
When a person is depressed he is no longer perceiving things in a 
rational manner. We read: ‘when he saw that…’ (v.3). When he saw 
Jezebel’s threat to himself ‘he arose and went for his life’ (v.3). This 
was irrational. He had already stood against greater odds than one 
woman and many threats. They had tried to hunt him down for 
many years and he stood before them all because he was conscious 
of standing in the presence of God. If God had protected him all 
these years why should he suddenly turn and run now? But he 
did. 
We cannot rule out that there may have been some satanic 
activity involved. There is a world of unseen spirits, evil as well 
as good. Satan will sometimes wait for over-confidence, or he 
will sometimes wait until the person reaches a state of exhaustion 
– like Elijah – and then he will attack. Elijah’s strongest point was 
his faithfulness. He had taken a stand but now he flees. A great 
change had occurred in him. He was exhausted, and yet look at the 
activity! Persons who are depressed, although they are exhausted 
in their body, yet are often very restless. They look for rest but they 
can’t find it. Sleeping flees away or they may have a little sleep and 
waken up very early in the morning and be alert when everyone 
else is sleeping. Fear can produce energy: the urge to get away 
from a perceived threat. 

His Feelings
What were his feelings? First of all he was disappointed. All these 
people on Mount Carmel – ‘The Lord, he is the God’ (18:39) – 
where were they? They were not supporting him. God said there 
were seven thousand that had not worshipped Baal (19:18), but 
Elijah didn’t know where they were. He was disappointed. Despite 
all the applause on Mount Carmel, nothing had changed. Isn’t it 
strange that a faithful man of God was treated like an outcast by the 
visible church? Strange, but it does happen as in the case of Arthur 
Pink. Note how Elijah says, ‘I, even I only…’ (v.10); he felt he was 
on his own. It hadn’t mattered much to him until this point, but 
in his weakened condition of exhaustion it did matter. He began 
to feel his loneliness. He was disappointed also in himself. That is 
why we read that he left his servant there and went on by himself 
(v.3-4). He was finding it hard to cope with himself, never mind a 
servant. He wanted to be alone. Yet, in a sense, it is the worst thing 
a depressed person can desire – to be on his or her own. Support is 
something which is good. The world would call it social support; 
we would also call it spiritual support. When one weeps, the others 
are to weep; when one rejoices, the others are to rejoice. 
When persons are depressed their desires and perceptions are 
not rational; they are not in a state to make decisions which are 
good for themselves. ‘He himself went a day’s journey’ – another 
day! Probably no food and no sleep – another day! It is often the 
strongest people who come into depression, not the weakest. The 
strong person tells himself that he has gone through it before and 
he can go through the pain barrier again. It is rather like driving 
a car. If you are driving a car and a red light starts flashing on the 
dashboard, if you stop immediately you will have a minor repair; 
it won’t take long. But if it is flashing and you keep going, you will 
have a major repair. That is why we say that it is often the strongest 

people who end in depression, because they have the strength to 
fight against it for longer. Little do they realize that they are actually 
going down more and more into a trough from which they will 
not be able to extract themselves by their own strength. Elijah’s 
said: ‘As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand’ (18:15). It 
is obvious he did not stand in his own strength, because when he 
was left in his own strength, he fell. 
Elijah’s strength came from God. If we are going to get through 
this wilderness we have to lean continuously on our Beloved. 
But, you see, sin or unbelief within us will tempt us to say, ‘I can 
manage this without God. It is only a small thing. I can use God 
for the bigger things in life but not this little thing.’ That is the 
beginning of going astray. When the Lord said, ‘without me ye can 
do nothing’ (Jn.15:5), He meant every word of it. God, as Jonathan 
Edwards put it, is glorified by man’s dependence. 
There is a real connection in the Christian life between hope and 
devotion to God – hope gives strength, motivation. Where there is 
a lack of hope there is a lack of spiritual motivation. Jeremiah was 
exhorting the people to obey, believe and trust in God. Their reply 
was, ‘there is no hope’ (Jer.2:25), and so they didn’t. This sense of 
hopelessness causes a person not to trust. Elijah said, ‘It is enough’; 
he felt there was nothing more he could do. He was probably afraid 
to do anything because what he had done had ended in failure. He 
looked at himself and said, ‘I am not better than my fathers’. He saw 
in himself failure. He was a disappointed man. ‘Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul’ (Ps.42:5)? If we are not trusting in God, if we are 
only looking to ourselves, then we will be cast down. However, it 
is not a case of saying we will ‘snap out of it’. It is not even a case of 
saying you will pray yourself out of it. If you could do it, you would 
do it. You see Elijah’s posture here. Formerly it was ‘before whom 
I stand’ (18:15); he is not standing now, he is on the ground. He is 
exhausted. He feels that he is beaten, that he is a failure and that 
there is nothing he can do about it. But there is one thing in his 
favour – he calls upon the Lord: ‘O Lord, take away my life’.
A person in absolute despair cannot live. He will take his life. Elijah 
would not; he had not reached despair. He had, however, come to 
the edge of it. He felt that he had disappointed God. He ‘sat down 
under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might 
die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life’. The 
desires, decisions and even prayers of a person who is depressed 
are irrational. This was the man who would never die but he could 
not see that. The depressed person is limited by depression to the 
here and now and to the past. They find it difficult to look beyond 
their present circumstances.

2 . The Lord’s dealings with His depressed 
children
First of all the Lord cared for the body. Some people would find 
that unexpected. I believe this was not the appearance of a created 
angel, but of Christ, the Angel of the Lord. We are soul and body. 
God cares for the body and we should care for it too. There is a 
kind of pseudo-spirituality that says you do not care for your body. 
When Paul said, ‘I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection’ 
(1Cor.9:27), he was talking about temptation not nourishment. 
Our body affects our mental state. Whether it be bodily vitamins, 
glands or hormones – it does have an effect on our mental state. 
The primary need that the Lord saw was the need for the body to 
recover strength: to sleep, to eat, to drink.
When a person isn’t sleeping – sleep deprivation – their mind is 
certainly affected. God ‘giveth his beloved sleep’ (Ps.127:2). After 
the bodily strength was restored Elijah then had the capacity to 
hear what God was going to say. If you talk to a depressed person 
and he is still in weakness and exhaustion, he will not take in what 
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you say. Indeed, they will not accept what you say because they 
are so convinced that their perception of things is right. We have 
spiritually a talking cure or therapy in the Bible. Psalm 107:20 
states; ‘He sent his word, and healed them’. God was going to speak 
to Elijah, and that was going to put him on his feet spiritually now 
that he was on his feet physically; but it was the physical first and 
then the spiritual.
Notice that God did not rebuke him. He asked Elijah a question, 
then He did something that we would be wise to follow – He listened. 
He let Elijah talk about his feelings, thoughts and disappointments. 
Then He asked him another question and listened again.
There is some difference of opinion regarding the fire, the 
earthquake and the rushing mighty wind. It can be taken that this 
is God’s way of working. In Acts 2:2 there was a ‘rushing mighty 
wind’ and in Acts 16:26 there was an earthquake. It may also be 
taken as a reflection of Elijah’s internal state; that this had been 
Elijah’s way of working, and that he was disappointed because it 
had not been successful. Remember that John the Baptist came in 
the spirit of Elijah, and there are similarities. But now God works 
through a gentle voice (v.12). He does not rebuke Elijah. In one 
sense, how can we rebuke a person who is depressed? They did not 
go into that condition by choice. There is a need for understanding. 
There was a gentle voice; Elijah was now experiencing sympathy. 
Christ can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Think 
of what He went through in  Gethsemane. God put Elijah back 
on his feet and spoke to him, and He gave him something to do. 
Elijah had in a sense lost the meaning and purpose of his life; he 
felt it was time to die. God gave him something to do, to assure 
him that he was not useless, he was not a failure; there was still 
work for him. 
It is very comforting that the Lord does not cast off His people 
for their failures. He says, ‘Go, return on thy way’ (v.15). He gives 

him motivation, work to do and company as well – Elisha, a like-
minded friend (v.16). It does seem that Elijah’s last days were 
happier than his earlier ones. Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning’ (Ps.30:5). God can change things and 
‘do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think’ (Eph.3:20). 
‘Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus’ (Phil.3:13-14). God 
encourages us to forget the things that are behind. It is difficult 
for us to do so. When God forgives, He forgets: ‘I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more’ (Jer.31:34). We 
are encouraged to forget the things that are behind and to stretch 
forward to the prize.

He restores our soul
In conclusion, He restores our soul. It is not work we can do, but 
He can. God enabled Elijah and He enables us to endure to the 
end. That means continuing under something that we feel is a 
great burden to us. Statistics tell us that one out of two people who 
are depressed will have a relapse at some time. There is perhaps 
more comfort the second or the third time because you know God 
brought you through it the first time; you have experienced His 
faithfulness. You have also learned that you need patience because 
when you come into this condition there is not a quick cure. It can 
take months or even years before you begin to come back up out 
of the trough. 
If it is so difficult for a Christian to endure depression, what must it 
be like for the unbeliever? ‘If the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?’ (1Pet.4:18). Remember 
these words: ‘Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will 
of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator’ (v.19).

I was in Egypt some years ago and held some services for the 
soldiers. One evening I got into conversation with a sergeant 
in a Highland regiment. He was just as bright and shining for 

the Lord as it is possible for a saved soldier to be. I asked him, 
‘How were you brought to Christ?’ This is his story:
‘There is a private in the same company who had been converted 
in Malta before the regiment continued on to Egypt. We gave 
that fellow an awful time. The devil had a willing accomplice 
in me, and I made that man’s life a terrible burden for him. Of 
course, I did not realise then, as I know now, that I was in the 
devil’s service as I persecuted that poor man. One wet and rainy 
night, he came in from his turn at sentry duty. He was very tired 
and very wet, but before getting into bed he got on his knees to 
pray. My boots were heavy with mud, and I hit him on one side of 
the head with my left boot, and on the other side of his head with 
the right one, but he simply continued with his prayers. The next 
morning I found my boots beautifully cleaned and polished by 
my bedside! This was his reply to me, and it broke my hard heart. 
That day I repented and turned from sin and Satan to God’.

Instead of becoming angry, this meek soldier had responded with 
compassion to his persecutor, and in so doing, won him to Christ. 
He had learned to recognise an opportunity to be Christ-like to 
his enemy. This is godly living: looking for opportunities not to 
hurt, but to love our neighbours. What do you think might have 
happened, had this soldier responded with angry words? What 
might have happened if this young private had thrown back those 
dirty boots? There would certainly have been trouble. Solomon 
said, ‘He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty: and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city’ (Prov.16:32). Often 
our actions speak louder than our words. Sometimes we may not 
have the opportunity to speak, but rather to keep silent, and to 
act in love. Jesus said, ‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, That ye 
resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also’ (Mt.5:38, 39).
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Polished Boots
J Stuart Holden
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In times such as ours it is easy to seem a bigot, if one keeps a 
firm hold of truth, and is careful to have the seal of Heaven 
on his hope. No Christian can be true and faithful now-a-
days on whose brow the world shall not brand the name of 

bigot. But let him bear it. It is a mark of honour, though intended 
to be a brand of shame. It proves him to be an associate of the men 
of whom the world was not worthy, but who, under the world’s 
lash, did more for the world’s good than all besides. The world ever 
suffers by the men it honours. The men of mercy to it are the men 
it hates. 
Ah, these old Covenanters of our native land were stern bigots in 
their day. It was well for Scotland that they were. They could part 
with their lives, but they could not sell the truth. They would yield 
all for conscience, but they would yield nought to despots. They 
could bear to suffer and to die, but they were afraid to sin. It was 
this bigotry which won its liberty for their native land. The legacy 
bequeathed to it by these men of faith, whose only home was oft the 
mountain cavern, and to whom the snow was oft the only winding-
sheet which wrapped their bodies when they had given their lives 
for Christ, was a richer boon than all ever given to it by the kings 
who occupied its throne, and by all men of title and of wealth who 
owned its acres. Oh yes, they were bigots these, in the judgment of 
scoffing sceptics and of ruthless persecutors, and not all the piles 
they could kindle could burn their bigotry out of them.
And these were stern bigots, too, according to the world’s estimate, 
who headed the crusade against Antichrist, when, at the era of 
the Reformation, a fire from Heaven had kindled in their hearts 
the love of truth. It was by unflinching resolution, induced by 
living faith, that these men overcame in the times of stern trial in 
which they unfurled their banner in the name of God. A pliant 
Melancthon would have bartered the gospel for peace—the stern 
courage of a Luther was needed to prevent the sacrifice.
In every age, from the beginning, when the cause of truth emerged 
triumphant from the din and dust of controversy, the victory was 
won by a band of bigots who were sworn to its defence. There is 
need now of the men whom the world calls bigots. Men of grasp 
less firm and of love less fervent will do little for the cause of truth 
and for the best interests of humanity. Other men than these will 

even barter their own eternal prospects for the honour which 
comes from men and for the ease which is won by compromise.
How many such as these there are, even in the churches, and even 
there in the van, who boast of a charity which is indiscriminate in 
its regards, of a sentiment that refuses the form which the truth 
imposes, and who have learned from the worldling his scorn of 
all seriousness, his contempt for all scrupulousness of conscience, 
and his sneers at the religion which is sustained by intercourse 
with Heaven! These have their followers. A widespread movement 
has begun away from vital religion, fixed beliefs, and holy living. 
The churches are moving with the current. The time may be fast 
approaching when the one alternative shall be living faith or open 
scepticism. A tide which few seem careful to resist is bearing us on 
to such a crisis. How the result may tell on churches, communities, 
and individuals we cannot forecast, nor can we attempt to 
conjecture without sadness of feeling. But an assured victory 
is the destiny of the cause of truth. Till the hour of its triumph 
shall come, all who have linked their interests to the chariot of the 
gospel shall find themselves a diminishing band as they advance, 
their loneliness of feeling deepening as former friendships wane into 
neglect, coldness is changed into scorn, and contempt passes into 
bitter enmity; and they can follow the cause of truth only amidst 
the scoffs of unbelievers and the shafts of persecutors.
But let no lover of the truth—let none whose eye ever rested on the 
hope of the gospel—turn craven-hearted back from trial. To fall 
in the cause of truth is but to rise in the kingdom of glory. To be 
trampled under foot till crushed dead by the heel of persecution is 
but to have the prison broken open, that the ransomed spirit may 
pass from bondage to a throne. And in his saddest hour let not 
the sufferer for truth refuse the joy which glimpses of prophetic 
light bring to his heart as they break through the clouds of present 
trial. His King shall triumph in His cause on earth, and His friends 
shall share His glory. All nations shall touch His sceptre. The old 
strongholds of unbelief shall be levelled in the dust. Iniquity shall 
hide its face ashamed. Truth, as revealed from Heaven, shall 
receive universal homage, and be glorious in the halo of its blissful 
triumphs before the eyes of all.

Dingwall Free Church where Rev 
John Kennedy ministered.

John Kennedy (Dingwall)

TRUTH’S 
DEFENDERS 
VINDICATED
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 2006 2006  2005 
 May Total  Total 
    to May 
Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland    
 
Brora 1,400 6,400  5,700 
Assynt & Scourie 300 3,000  2,200 
Total Caithness & Sutherland1,700 9,400  7,900 
     
Presbytery of Inverness     
Duthil-Dores 1,128 10,632  12,896 
Inverness 2,000 10,000  7,100 
Total Inverness 3,128 20,632  19,996 
     
Presbytery of Ross     
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,200 6,000  5,000 
Kiltearn 1,660 8,300  8,050 
Tarbat 500 2,850  4,800 
Total Ross 3,360 17,150  17,850 
     
Presbytery of Edinburgh     
Aberdeen 1,050 2,350  2,700 
Edinburgh 2,500 11,500  12,500 
Total Edinburgh 3,550 13,850  15,200 
     
Presbytery of Glasgow     
Ayr 0 658  1,991 
Arran 188 2,262  2,174 
Dumfries 0 500  1,160 
Glasgow - Partick 3,500 12,000  14,500 
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 3,500  2,950 
Glasgow - Thornwood 2,800 7,200  8,520 
Rothesay 0 500  1,000 
Total Glasgow 6,488 26,620  32,295 
     

Presbytery of Lewis     
Cross 2,142 9,755  9,491 
Harris - Leverburgh 0 4,000  5,000 
Harris - Scalpay 1,500 6,700  6,500 
Knock & Point 650 3,050  2,700 
Stornoway 2,926 20,595  19,627 
Total Lewis 7,218 44,100  43,318 
     
Presbytery of Lochcarron     
Glenelg & Arnisdale 309 734  747 
Lochalsh & Glenshiel 1,932 4,950  4,504 
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 3,632  4,170 
Total Lochcarron 2,242 9,316  9,421 
     
Presbytery of Skye & Uist     
Bracadale 1,000 4,000  4,000 
Duirinish (Waternish) 400 1,600  1,600 
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,000 5,000  3,500 
North Uist 700 3,300  1,750 
Portree 1,944 9,790  10,976 
Snizort 0 6,600  8,250 
Strath 1,550 8,590  8,340 
Total Skye & Uist 6,594 38,880  38,416 
     
Total From Congregations  34,279 179,949  184,397 
     
Other Donations  618 4,405  9,204 
     
     
TOTAL 34,897 184,354  193,601 
     
Included in the above:     
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations        0        2,298 

Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)     
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Letter from our Zambian Mission
Jan and Fransa van Straaten

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

‘By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name’ 
(Heb.13:15).

How good is our God! How much have we to thank Him for!
College opens
Covenant College, which continues to train men for the ministry, 
opened for the 2006 Session on the 7th of March with seventeen 
students. More arrived as the days progressed. Now we have 
twenty-two. A number of the new ones came as a result of the 
Pastors’ Conference which we held last year. A wide range of 
denominations are represented. We are in good standing with all 
the local churches. There is a good spirit amongst the students 
whose ages range between 22 and 68 years! 
Beds
A congregation in Cambridge UK donated money to buy beds 
for the students. As you know, they previously slept on mats on 
the floor. We bought double bunks and mattresses and what a joy 
it is for these students to sleep more comfortably, maybe for the 
first time in their lives! While we were absent in South Africa, Phil 
Bailey arranged for the old farmhouse to be renovated. We now 
have enough room to accommodate all the students. At present 
eighteen sleep here during the week. Three stay over the weekends 
as well – one from Mozambique, one from Lusaka and one from 
the Copper-belt.
Communications
Another blessing is that we now have a mobile-phone connection 
right here on the farm and how wonderful it is to be able to talk 
to our children in South Africa or Britain whenever we need to 
or want to, or just to send text messages! It is good also to be able 
to contact others too when required. We are still in the process of 
establishing email communications through satellite connection. 
No telephone is needed for this.
Fresh food
Previously, we were not able to buy dairy or meat products in 
Petauke. Now we have a shop, Zambeef, which sells fresh milk, 
yogurt, chickens and meat which we can buy without fearing for 
the quality or hygiene of the products. What a blessing!
Good rains
After a severe drought last year, the Lord blessed us with very 
good rains and so we have the prospect of good crops this year. 
How thankful we are for His grace to all the peoples of this area. 
Everything is green and lush around us and pleasant to the eye. 

The mornings and evenings are cool and most nights we get rains, 
sometimes thunderstorms. Despite this the roads are not too bad.
Kept tidy
We were also pleasantly surprised when we arrived here this year, 
to see how beautifully and neatly everything was cared for at the 
mission. How it warmed our hearts to know that our workers also 
have a love for this place and kept everything tidy while we were 
away although it was for quite a long time. Our administrator, Justin 
Phiri, was very ill for some time with a skin disease, but the Lord 
has raised him up again and he is back to his post in the Library.
Another Mission
We visited a South African Mission, the Foundation for Cross 
Cultural Education, at Masaiti, in the Copper-belt before we came 
to Petauke and were encouraged and blessed by what we saw and 
experienced there. They mainly train teachers, but also have a wide 
range of other ministries like Community Upliftment Programmes, 
farming, a nursery, cross-cultural missionary training, a medical 
clinic, a school and crèche.
God’s goodness
Can you see why we said we have so much to thank our God for? 
And that is not all. We travelled safely over many, many kilometres; 
we enjoy good health; the Lord provided for all our needs through 
our supporters – more than twenty parcels waited for us at our 
arrival back at the mission. They contained used clothes for the poor 
people of this area, books, Bibles and stationery for the students etc. 
Although the pound weakened to the kwacha from 8000 to 5300 
and the rand from 650 to 500, we do not fear because we have a 
faithful God who knows all these things.
Children
The children’s ministry also kicked off with a record number of 
children this year – 154 from ages four to twenty! Five students 
help with the children – German, Stuart, Sylvester, Kenneth and 
Charles. We have divided the children into four groups according 
to age: Doves are those 0-6 years; Sparrows those 7-11years; Owls 
those 12-14 years and Eagles those 15+. The students will help with 
the attendance record, memory verses, review questions and to 
get to know the children on a more personal level in the smaller 
groups. DV we will be studying Moses the Lawgiver this term, with 
lessons on the life of Moses and God’s dealings with His chosen 
people, the Israelites.
Colleagues
Our colleague, Phil Bailey, has done a great deal to improve the farm 
and has been a tremendous help with the administration and legal 
matters in Lusaka. We thank the Lord also for his dedication and 
helpful spirit. We await our new co-workers, the Molenaars who 
are due to come from Holland in April. We are looking forward 
to welcome them among us and to work together with them here 
where the Lord has called us.
Join us in praise and thanks to our faithful and gracious triune God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

In His Service,
Jan & Fransa



Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren

1 John 3:16
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