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James Gets a Fresh Start  

Draw Your Own Pic!
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IN A PICTURE BASED ON THIS STORY

One day, after school, James returned home sad. 

“Whatever is the matter, James?” asked Mum, concerned. 

At first, James didn’t reply. Instead, he marched straight to his 
bedroom. But eventually – after some persuasion from Mum – 
James confessed, “I got into trouble with the teacher, and she 
gave me a strike on the blackboard.”  

“OK,” Mum said slowly. “What happened? What did you do, and 
what is a strike?” 

“I wasn’t listening to the teacher,” James replied, biting his lower 
lip. “I was listening to Henry, and we were giggling instead. The 
teacher told us to stop and listen, but I carried on giggling.”

“And then she told you off and gave you a strike on the 
blackboard?” 

James nodded, looking guilty. 

“And a strike is a mark for bad behaviour?” 

James nodded again with a teary expression. 

“Did you say sorry to the teacher?” Mum asked, gently. 

“No, I didn’t,” said James. “I was scared.” 

“Aww James,” said Mum, giving James a hug. “It’s important 
to say sorry when we do or say anything wrong. The teacher 
just wants you to learn and do well, that’s all. So, you only 
have one strike or are there more? Does anybody else have 
strikes?” 

“Just one. Henry has more strikes. Everyone can see them. The 
teacher said if we get three strikes, she will tell our parents.” 

“Well, James, can I suggest you say sorry to the teacher 
tomorrow,” advised Mum, “and listen to what she says, and 
maybe – just maybe, she will wipe the mark away. The most 
important thing is to say sorry and mean it. OK?” 

James nodded and smiled faintly. “I don’t like being bad, Mum. 
I don’t like myself when I’m bad.” 

Mum looked on compassionately. “I know,” she said. “Learn 
from it and move on.”

The next day, as school was about to start, James went up to the 
teacher to apologise. 

“Mrs Evans?” 

Mrs Evans turned around and smiled. “Hello James, how are 
you today?” 

“Mrs Evans, I’m sorry for being bad yesterday. I should have 
been listening, and I wasn’t, and I know I was wrong.” 

Mrs Evans’ smile grew. “Oh James,” she said patting him on the 
back, “That’s quite all right. Don’t worry. Thank you for saying 
sorry, but remember to listen when I’m speaking, OK? I’m trying 
to teach you.”  

“Thank you, Mrs Evans,” James replied. 

“Well, since you said sorry,” she said, making her way over to 
the blackboard, “I will happily rub out your mark.” 

Mrs Evans took the rubber, held it up where James’s name was, 
and rubbed out the strike, leaving behind a blank space. 

“There, back to square one again, James,” she said. “I’m very 
fond of everyone in your class, and I don’t like it when I put 
strikes against names – but we must all learn and listen, don’t 
we? Well done for saying sorry. Off you go now.” 

Feeling better for saying sorry and seeing the mark wiped away, 
James smiled and disappeared into the cloak room to hang up 
his coat and bag. Now he had a fresh start and was ready to 
start the day. 

Our sins against God are like big black marks or ‘strikes.’ God 
takes no delight in ‘marking’ us for our sin, but He must because 
He is holy and just. Think how many ‘strikes’ we get when we 
don’t say sorry and repent – they multiply and carry on like a 
never-ending line! The psalmist wrote, “If thou, LORD, shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” (Ps. 130:3). But if we 
say sorry to God and repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God will happily ‘wipe away our marks’ as it were, which He 
can because He punished His Son in our place. Jesus took our 
‘strikes’ to free us because He loves us (Isa. 53:5). Let us live and 
obey God all our lives. “But there is forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared” (Ps. 130:4). 
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The Cities of Paul the Apostle 
ANTIOCH

Antioch was a Gentile city in Syria, about 
300 miles north of Jerusalem. Many of 
Christ's followers fled there after the 
persecution which broke out after the 
death of Stephen (Acts 11:19). These 
disciples spread the Word and the example 
of Jesus Christ, so much so that they were 
called "Christians" in Antioch (v.26). 
The word 'Christ' is the Greek word for 
'Messiah', and the word 'disciples' means 
'learners', taught by Christ Himself from 
Heaven (Matt. 11:29). The Lord also 
stirred up Barnabas to fetch the Apostle 
Paul from his home city of Tarsus (v.26), 
and he came down to Antioch to be the 
minister there. Human teachers can only 
teach you what the Lord teaches them, 
and they will teach what the Lord teaches 
– not their own opinions! 

You can see from Antioch and other 
cities in Acts how Christianity spread - a 
congregation was planted in each city, and 
other congregations helped the church 
there to grow; they sent up prayers, sent 
teachers, money, and encouragement. 
They supported the new group there, and 
then moved on to support others. Here 
are some questions to think about: 

1. Are we Christians? Do we identify with 
Christ and agree with His teaching and 
follow His example? 
2. Are we like Christ in our character? Do 
we try to follow His example in all things? 
3. Do we pray to Him to ask Him to teach 
us from the Bible as we read and study it? 
This Book is not like any other! Look at 
John 6:45 for His promise to the disciples. 
Remember, it is the Holy Spirit who brings 
us to Christ by His Word, and then, like 
Mary, we sit at His feet and hear His Word. 
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The Leopard 

This month, let us think about the leopard. What 
feature stands out most? The tail? His cat-like shape? 
How about his spots? If you look carefully, you will 
discover each spot looks like a rose. This is why they 
are called ‘rosettes.’ These distinctive dark spots create 
a beautiful pattern against his light fur. God put them 
there, for beauty and admiration, but also – and this 
is remarkable – for our learning. Let us hear what 
Jeremiah the prophet said: “Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye also 
do good, that are accustomed to do evil” (Jer. 13:23). 
What did he mean? 

We cannot change ourselves
Just as it is impossible for the leopard to change his 
spots, or a person to change the colour of his skin, so 
it is impossible for us, on our own, to repent and to 
do what is right in God’s sight. What spots are to a 
leopard, and stripes to a tiger, so is sin to the sinner. 

Sin is deep-rooted. Why are people so unhappy today? 
Many suppose that happiness is bound up with what 
they have or don’t have on the outside, but the problem 
isn’t outside, it’s inside – it’s our soul! We are not right 
with God. We read in Rom. 7:18, “For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.” Are we 
grasping what the Apostle is saying? “There is nothing 
good inside me,” he says. “It’s all bad!” And if that isn’t 
bad enough, the Bible also teaches we cannot change 
ourselves! Sin has utterly disabled us. The power to repent 
and the power to do good is beyond us. Many try to 
change their lives for the better, but that is like papering 
over the cracks of a wall. Soon enough, the cracks will 
appear! My friend, you cannot save yourself any more 
than a leopard can change his spots. You are utterly 
powerless. You are like the thief on the cross, nailed to 
the beam – you can wriggle, you can push yourself up 
and down as it were, but you cannot distance yourself 
from sin.  Can the leopard change his spots? 
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Only God can change us 
Is there any hope? Are we too bad to be saved? No – 
there is good news. We read in 2 Cor. 5:17, “Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
If we turn to God and repent and believe the gospel, 
not only will He graciously pardon sin, not only will 
He gladly reconcile us to Himself, He will give us the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts by faith. There must 
not only be the work of Jesus for us, there must also be 
the work of the Spirit in us. When the Spirit comes into 
our lives, He enables us to repent and to do good in 
God’s sight. He gives us: 

• New Heads: God gives us new “eyes,” so we 
“see” the kingdom of God (Jn. 3:3). God gives us 
new “ears,” so we hear the voice of our Saviour in 
the gospel (Jn. 10:27). God gives us new “tongues,” 
so we speak that which is right and true (Ps. 15:2).  
In short, He gives us new understanding and a new 
love for Jesus Christ. 

• New Hearts: We love what God loves, hate what 
God hates and strive to live as God commands. 
We aim to live holy consistent lives. 

• New Hands: We are “created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works” (Eph. 2:10). Our hands are put 
to good use. Though our good works never justify 
us as far as our standing with God is concerned, 
nevertheless they evidence our love for Jesus and 
His church to the world.   

We cannot save ourselves. Only God can save us and 
make us like His Son. Do you see your ‘spots’? Ah, sadly 
they are not shaped like rosettes. Unlike the leopard’s, 
our sins are black and rotten and loathsome. But if we 
cry to God, He will have mercy and blot out our iniquities 
and save us from ourselves. Have you called out to God? 
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The ______________________ also shall dwell 
with the ______________________ and the 
_____________________ shall lie down with 
the kid; and the ____________________ and 
the __________ _____________ and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them.   
Isaiah 11 v 6

Why would this be so strange? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Find these animals in the puzzle and then fit them into the verse below 


