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Elsie & James 
Granny Tells a Story   

Draw Your Own Pic!
WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO DRAW & SEND 
IN A PICTURE BASED ON THIS STORY

Elsie and Granny were walking along the beach. Elsie and James 
were staying with Granny and Grandad for the weekend, and 
today, Elsie wanted to go to the beach. 

It was a lovely day. The sun was out and there was a soft breeze 
in the air. Elsie was busy gathering sea shells for a school project, 
when she asked:  

“Granny, are you a Christian?” 

“Oh yes, Elsie,” Granny replied with a smile, “I am.” 

“So are Mum and Dad. They go to church every week. Have you 
always been a Christian?”

Granny chuckled. “Oh no, Elsie, I haven’t.” 

“So, you weren’t a Christian before?”

“No, I wasn’t. I believed in God, but I wasn’t a Christian. There’s 
a difference, Elsie.”

“What do you mean, Granny? I believe in God.” 

“Well, a Christian is someone who loves God and lives a new 
life. A Christian is ‘born again.’ Does your Minister use those 
words in church?”

“I think so…” replied Elsie thoughtfully. “So, how did you 
become a Christian?” 

“Well,” said Granny, “I’ll tell you. It began when I was twelve. I 
was in my bedroom upstairs doing my homework. My parents 
were downstairs in the kitchen, preparing dinner. It was then I 
heard a voice call out to me. I thought it was Father. Perhaps 
dinner was ready. So, I left my bedroom and went downstairs 
to the kitchen. 

‘Here I am,’ I said. 

Father turned around surprised and answered, ‘Dinner’s not 
ready. I’ll call you when it’s done.’ 

‘But you just called me,’ I replied.

‘No, I didn’t. Neither did your mother. Why don’t you go back 
and finish your homework?’

“Confused, I returned to my room. I was sure I heard a voice. 
Anyway, I went back to doing my homework – then, moments 
later, the same voice called out to me. I went back downstairs 
and said to my parents someone had called my name.”

Elsie was fascinated. “What happened then, Granny?”

“Well, I told them someone had called my name. ‘If you didn’t 
call, who did?’ I asked. Father, who was also a Christian, stopped 
what he was doing and turned around to face me, thinking. 
After a short silence, he said, ‘If the voice calls out to you again, 
answer, ‘Speak, for thy servant heareth’.’”

“I went back to my bedroom and waited and waited and waited. 
The voice never came back; I never heard it again. That night, 
before I went to bed, I opened my Bible and I happened to turn 
to the story about God calling the young boy Samuel. I was 
amazed, because his story was just like my story! I believed it 
was God who called out to me that day.”

“What was the voice like, Granny?”

“Hmmm,” said Granny, thinking. “It was a fatherly voice. Warm 
and gentle. That’s why I thought it was Father.”

“Was that when you became a Christian?”

“No,” said Granny, “but it was the start of my Christian journey. 
Years later, I thought I had missed my opportunity, because the 
voice never came back. Not everyone will believe me Elsie, but 
I know what I experienced.”

“Oh Granny, I would love a story like that!”

“Wouldn’t that be lovely! But you know Elsie,” said Granny, 
more serious now, “God works differently. Not everyone’s 
stories are the same. Don’t make the mistake of thinking your 
story needs to be the same as Granny’s to become a Christian. 
The Good Shepherd leads His sheep differently, but they all end 
up on the same path. The most important thing is whether you 
believe in Jesus and turn from sin. All of us must be born-again.” 

Granny’s advice to Elsie is important. Don’t think that God has 
to work in your life in the same way as everyone else’s. Every 
story of becoming a Christian is amazing, but not all stories are 
alike. What matters is whether we repent and believe in Jesus. 
After all, it’s the same God who converts us, and it’s the same 
Shepherd who leads us home. 
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THE LIFE OF 
SAMUEL (7)

This month, we come to the last article in our lessons 
on Samuel. This time, we will be thinking about the 
death of Samuel. When Samuel was old he made 
his sons judges in Israel. Sadly, despite his good 
teaching and example they were still not believers (1 
Samuel 8:3). Conversion is not automatic and all the 
teaching in the world will never make anyone into a 
true Christian. Every young person is responsible for 
the choices they make in life. 

No doubt Samuel prayed for his family, just like all 
Christian parents do, but Samuel's sons needed to 
pray for themselves – and so do you! Don't rely on the 
faith and prayers of others. We need to know the Lord 
personally in our own hearts and lives.

A FAITHFUL PROPHET   
Samuel remained faithful to the Lord until the end of his 
life. Sadly, we find in the Bible that some believers are 
not as faithful as they should be and that is a warning to 
us all. However, when the time came for Samuel to die, 
he would not have faced death and eternity on the basis 
that he had been a faithful servant of God. Just because 
he was faithful was not what saved him! Serving God is 
our duty. Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone – and 
that is the same for everyone. 

Samuel is a great example for us to follow. Like Joseph 
and Daniel, he followed the Lord from his very young 
days and surrendered his life to the Lord's service. There 
is no better way to live out our days in this world than 

in God's fellowship and service. Don't waste your young 
years, with all your energy on the things of this world; 
be like Samuel and serve the Lord from your youth. He 
lived in a way that other people could find little fault 
with. Christians must take great care not to cause any 
unnecessary offence so that Christianity is not blamed 
and the name of Christ is not blasphemed and mocked.

A MAN OF PRAYER
Samuel is also remembered as a great man of prayer 
(1 Samuel 12:23). That was one of the reasons why he 
lived such a good and useful life. We often forget prayer, 
or don’t bother, to pray – so, we lose God's blessing and 
bring trouble upon ourselves. When people stop talking 
to each other we know that something is wrong. So, 
remember to talk to God in prayer! All of us need to hear 
God's voice through the Bible, and He needs to hear our 
voice through prayer.

I hope you have enjoyed this short series of articles and 
learned something from them. In your own time go back 
over the chapters I have mentioned and read again 
the story of Samuel's life. Perhaps the greatest lesson 
comes from one of the early articles in which we saw 
Samuel as a young boy in Shiloh. He heard the voice 
of God calling out to him. Do you remember what he 
said? “And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at 
other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, 
Speak; for thy servant heareth” (1 Samuel 3:10). That 
is the response we all need to give to the Lord. I hope it 
is your response!
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Kids 
Corner

Abigail Keddie (age 8), Dores

Alastair Morrison (age 10), Ness
To all the children who sent in pictures this month, thank you! 
They are all brilliant. Keep them coming. God bless. The Editor.

Joel Mackenzie (age 10), StornowayHannah Keddie (age 11), Dores

Would you like your picture to appear on this page? 
Then why not send it to the Editor? (details on back cover)
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PUZZLES
Peter Denies Jesus Take the 1st letter of each picture to find out what Peter said 

about Jesus in Luke 22 v 54 - 62

I know _______________ not 

___     ______     _________

___     ____________     _________

what thou sayest  

Jesus said:
Before the cock 

crows you shall deny 
me _____ times 
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The 
Rooster 

I have often wondered if the Apostle Peter ever saw 
roosters the same way, after he experienced that 
unforgettable night recorded in Luke 22: 54 – 62.  
There, we read of Peter denying His Saviour, not once, 
not twice – but three times. It is a most solemn and 
searching passage. It is remarkable to think God used 
this little creature to help along Peter’s repentance. Do 
you think Peter saw roosters differently afterward? (A 
rooster is a male ‘grown-up’ chicken by the way; a 
cockerel is a young rooster!) 

Peter’s Rejection 
Jesus told Peter earlier that night that Peter would deny 
Him three times. Less than six hours later, all three 
denials took place. The first denial took place in the 
High Priest’s main hall. The second and third took place 
outside in the porch. The third was accompanied by 
the crowing of the rooster. There was a space of one 
hour between the second and third denials. Why Peter 
failed to come to his senses during that hour, we’ll 
never know. Perhaps, because he lied, he felt he had 
to see it through to the end. Sin never aims for little 
things; it always aims for the big things. Here, it was 
out to destroy Peter’s profession of Christ. The Lord 
Jesus had warned Peter to, “watch and pray lest ye 
enter into temptation.” He also said to him, “Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that 
he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22: 31 – 33). Let us be 
careful where we let our feet take us. The best of men 
can fall. It is a dangerous thing to open the door to 
temptation. Once opened, it will suck you in. 

Peter’s Recovery
“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter” (v.61). 
What a look! It doesn’t say Peter looked upon the Lord, 

only that the Lord looked upon Peter. So, while Peter 
was cursing and swearing, and denying his Lord, the 
Lord Jesus turned and looked upon his poor servant. 
At some point, both sets of eyes locked. This was no 
casual look. It was a deep look. It was a look of rebuke 
– “Why aren’t you here, standing up for me, Peter?” 
It was a piercing look – “Ah, how you have hurt me, 
Peter!” It was a compassionate look – “Peter, my friend, 
you’ve fallen into sin.” But it was also a grace-enabling 
look. With the look, came enabling grace. That’s what 
caused Peter to repent, and yet the Lord used a rooster 
– an annoying bird – to bring him to his senses. When 
God needs to shake us out of sin, He can use the 
unlikeliest things to bring us to repent. In Peter’s case, 
it was a rooster. The shriek of the bird brought a shriek 
to his conscience and it was then, and only then, “Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord.” 

Peter’s Repentance
We read, “And Peter went out, and wept bitterly” 
(v.62). We know Peter repented because of his 
reaction in John 21:17: “Peter was grieved because 
he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me?” 
Poor Peter! In a moment of madness and weakness, 
Peter denied his Lord. Mercifully, the Lord Jesus was 
not done with Peter. Through it, He reminded Peter of 
his weakness, and in due time, Peter would go on to 
become a leader in the church. Peter’s fall was great, 
but his repentance was greater. “He went out and wept 
bitterly.” How different was Judas’ reaction! Someone 
once wrote, “A stroke, from guilt, from wrath, broke 
Judas’ heart into despair; a look of love, from Christ, 
broke Peter’s into tears.” The rooster helped along 
Peter’s repentance. The fact he did repent, shows Peter 
loved the Lord. The Lord will only allow us to go so far 
in sin. Let us remember Peter and the rooster. Let us be 
careful of sin and repent sincerely when we fall into it. 
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PUZZLES
Bible clock

“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 

when the master of the house cometh, at 

___________ or at ______________________ 

or at the__________________________ 

or in the ________________.”

Use the clock to finish off the verse in Mark 13 v 35.

MORNING EVEN


