
FEBRUARY 2022 FREE

THE EXPLORER

TWO GOATS

IN THIS ISSUE...

+ Elsie Makes a Hard Decision P2

+ The Life of Samuel P4



The Explorer 2

Elsie makes a 
hard decision   

Draw Your Own Pic!
WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO DRAW & SEND 
IN A PICTURE BASED ON THIS STORY

Elsie was getting ready to go home after a day at school. She 
was packing her school-bag in the coatroom, when one of her 
friends walked up to her.

“Hey Elsie,” said Kelly with a smile. 

“Hey Kelly!” replied Elsie. Elsie was fond of Kelly. They were 
good friends and played together in the school ground. 

“I’m having a birthday party this weekend,” Kelly said with a 
giddy voice. “Do you want to come?”

Elsie’s eyes lit up. She loved birthday parties. 

“That sounds amazing, Kelly. What are you going to do?” 

“Well,” Kelly said, “first, we are going bowling at the Arcade 
Centre, and then we will go trampolining and finish with party-
food. I’m inviting everyone. You must come, Elsie – oh, it’s going 
to be so exciting! I will hand out an invite tomorrow. Will you 
promise to come?”

“Oh Kelly, it sounds fab! I won’t miss it.” 

The next day, as Elsie’s friends arrived at school and hung up 
their coats, Kelly gave out the invites. Elsie opened the red 
envelope with her name printed on, took out the party invite 
and began to read slowly. 

It was going to be held on Sunday. 

Elsie’s heart sank. She knew Sunday was God’s Day, and God’s 
Day meant church, which was more important than a party. 
Feeling slightly sad, she put the invite into her backpack and 
forced a smile. 

“You coming Elsie?” beamed Kelly. 

Elsie smiled. “I’ll check with Mum and Dad, Kelly.” 

That evening, Elsie and Mum and Dad talked about the birthday 
invite. Elsie was upset. 

“It’s not fair. Everyone else can go. Why can’t I?” Elsie said, 
tearfully. 

Mum and Dad looked on sympathetically. Mum went over and 
cuddled Elsie, and Dad began to talk. 

“Elsie sweetie,” said Dad with a faint smile, “We want you to 
have fun, and if Kelly’s parents had decided to host the party 
on Saturday, of course we would let you go. But Sunday is God’s 
Day. It is a special day. It is meant for worship and church.” 

“So why don’t Kelly’s parents go to church?” asked Elsie. 

“We don’t know,” said Dad with a sigh. “But Mummy and Daddy 
are Christians, and God says we must keep His day holy. I’m 
afraid you will have to say no to Kelly.”

“But Dad,” whispered Elsie. “I’m scared to say no. I don’t want 
to upset Kelly.” 

“I know,” replied Dad softly. “And we don’t want you to upset 
Kelly either, but sometimes, we have to stand up for God. That 
means making hard decisions – decisions that will please God 
but almost nobody else.”

“Will Kelly be angry with me?” Elsie asked. 

“I hope not,” said Dad. “Let’s pray about it. But Jesus said ‘If ye 
love me, keep my commandments’ (Jn. 14:15).” 

The next day, Elsie approached Kelly and gently explained that 
she went to church and could no longer attend the birthday 
party. “We go to church, and going to church is important. We 
call Sunday ‘God’s Day’ and it’s a special day. I’m sorry Kelly. I 
can’t go.”

Kelly smiled. “It’s OK Elsie. I know you go to church. And you 
can still go.”

“Why, what do you mean?” asked Elsie. 

“After I got home after school yesterday,” said Kelly, “Mum and 
Dad said there was a problem with the booking, so I can’t have 
the party on Sunday.” 

“Oh,” said Elsie. 

“But…” Kelly said with a wee smile, “It’s available next Saturday, 
so they booked it for then instead. Can you come?”

“Oh yes,” beamed Elsie. “I think I can.” 

Elsie did a very brave thing that morning. She stood up for 
Jesus and said “no.” That takes a lot of courage! Do you ever 
feel like you’re the only one who follows Jesus? Have you ever 
had to say “no” because Jesus says “no”? If you have – well 
done! You are very brave. God sees all of these things, and in 
the end, everything worked out. It’s scary standing up for Jesus 
sometimes, but the God who answers prayer is the same God 
who stands by your side. In His strength you can be like a rock. 
You can stand firm – just like Daniel (see Daniel 1)!
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THE LIFE OF 
SAMUEL (6)

The last time we studied Samuel, we saw that King 
Saul did not follow the Lord faithfully and was finally 
rejected by God as King. This made Samuel very sad, 
but God tells him to fill his anointing horn with oil and 
go to Bethlehem. There he would meet the family of 
a man called Jesse. God had chosen a new king from 
amongst Jesse's sons. You can read about this in 1 
Samuel chapter 16.

ANOINTING KING DAVID  
Samuel obeys God's instructions and goes to Bethlehem. 
At first, he thinks that some of David's older brothers 
must be God's choice as king. However, God reminds 
him that He looks on the heart and not on the outward 
appearance. Saul looked like a king; tall and handsome, 
but he proved to be a bad king. Samuel prayed for 
David and it was good that, unlike Saul David accepted 
guidance and correction from the Word of God.

Samuel did not live long enough to see David on the 
throne of Israel but he believed it would happen because 
God had said so, no matter what opposition there might 
be to David. Samuel knew the importance of God's Word 
in the life of the king and of the people. With this in 
mind he began a class to teach the young servants of 
God; the 'school of the prophets’ (1 Samuel 19:20). He 
was well able to teach these young men because he 
knew God and His Word better than anyone. We should 
always go where we get the best teaching about God, 
otherwise we shall not grow beyond the baby stages 
of the Christian life. What exciting things Samuel was 
involved with – the anointing of kings and the leading 
and direction of his nation! If you follow the Lord from 
your youth as Samuel did, He will have a work for you to 
do. In terms of this world, it might not be as important 

as Samuel's work but the truth is that all God's work is 
important and worthwhile – it is the only work which 
really lasts! 

KING DAVID AND KING JESUS
Although David was God's appointed King, the people 
did not follow him immediately. They still followed Saul 
and were slow to accept David as king. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is a descendant of David and He is also a king; 
the King and Lord who reigns forever. Like David, He is 
also frequently rejected and the nations do not accept 
or honour Him as they should. (Psalm 2)

Nevertheless, David would eventually triumph over 
his enemies, and those who worked against him did 
not prosper for he was the Lord's anointed. Again, 
this reminds us of Christ. He will also triumph over all 
his enemies. Satan and the powers of darkness have 
already been defeated by Christ and one day they will 
finally be destroyed. We need to remember that this 
affects us all for one day we shall all appear before King 
Jesus, either on his right or left side; friends or enemies. 
(Matthew 25:33)

David did not realise that he would have to suffer as 
a result of being anointed king by Samuel but through 
these difficulties he came to trust more and more in 
the Lord. The psalms that he wrote are full of praise for 
God's goodness to him in the midst of sufferings and 
sorrow.

David was a good king but he was not perfect. There is 
only one perfect king; the Lord Jesus, and it is in Him, 
and Him alone, that we must put our trust.
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Book Review: 
Seb’s Search

Author: 
Mary Weeks Millard 
(Day One Publications)

‘Seb’s Search’ is about a young adoptee trying to discover 
and come to terms with his past. Ssebo (nicknamed ‘Seb’) 
is a young teenager who was abandoned under a bush 
when he was just a baby, and taken in by a couple, who 
gave him a home and a chance at life. The story follows 
him as he explores his Ugandan heritage and family life, 
providing fascinating insight into how adopted children 
often feel about their new and old families. 

Although this is a large part of the book, the main 
storyline very clearly follows Ssebo’s journey to faith, 
and highlights the importance of Christian outreach in 
schools. It gives a look into how some non-Christian 
families deal with members joining the faith, and how 
proper communication between those family members 
can prevent the deterioration of relationships, which, now 
more than ever, is a common issue, even in families where 
most, if not all, members are professing.

A large portion of the book is set in Uganda and talks about 
the day-to-day lives of the people who live there, and the 
things they sometimes feel they need to do in order to 
survive and provide for themselves and their families. It 
would be an excellent way to introduce a young person 
to the struggles some of the less privileged people of the 
world go through, without getting particularly in depth.

All in all, ‘Seb’s Search’ is an excellent little book. It seems 
             to be aimed at tweens and young teenagers, 
          though it could also possibly be read 
     to a younger child, and could be 
    especially helpful in cases where 
                   the young person is from a non-
             believing family and is interested in 
                                   becoming a Christian.

        By Heidi MacLeod (Ness)
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PUZZLES
Jacob and the Goats

What did Isaac ask for?
(colour and line the answer)

Isaac  

Spotted 

Laban 

Rebekah 

Jacob 

Speckled 

Esau

What did Isaac eat? 
(colour and line the answer)

Read Genesis 27 v 18 - 24 

How many times did 
Jacob lie? ____________

Draw a 
picture of 
what was 
dipped in 
goats blood 
in Genesis 37 
v 31
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Two 
Goats

Of all the holy days that were to be observed in the 
Old Testament, the ‘Day of Atonement’ was the most 
important (Leviticus 16). The Israelites called it Yom 
Kippur (‘yom’ meaning ‘day’ and ‘kippur’ meaning 
‘to atone’) – the ‘day of atonement.’ 

We call it ‘the day of atonement’ but in fact it is 
more accurate to call it the day of atonements or 
‘day of sacrifices.’ This is because there were several 
sacrifices. First, there was Aaron’s sacrifice as High 
Priest for himself (vs. 6 and 11). Then, there followed 
two unique sin offerings, or goats. The first goat was 
killed and its blood was sprinkled on the mercy-seat 
in the Holy of Holies. The second was known as the 
‘scape goat’ (or ‘escape goat’) – it was driven into the 
wilderness never to be seen again (vs. 20 – 22). Each 
goat was a picture of a vital truth pointing to Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross. We cannot have one without the 
other. Let’s think about each one, briefly. 

The first goat teaches propitiation 
That’s a big word! But it’s an important word, because 
it is bound up with the removal of God’s wrath being 
turned away by the use of a sacrifice. Sadly, some 
don’t like this word because they don’t want to think 
of an angry God. But the Bible teaches, “God is angry 
with the wicked every day” (Ps. 7:11). That is not a 
pleasant thought! Well, the blood of the first goat was 
taken into the Holy of Holies by Aaron and sprinkled 
upon the mercy-seat of the ark of the covenant. The ark 
was the place where God made His presence known. 
Inside the ark lay the stone tables of the law – the law 
of God, which you and I have broken. Here we have 
a picture. It is a picture of a holy God looking down 
on the law He has given, which everyone has broken. 
The law demands death. But once the blood was 
sprinkled on the mercy-seat, something happened. 

God no longer saw the broken law that cursed and 
condemned Israel – instead, He saw the shed blood 
of the goat, which testified to the death of a substitute. 
So, the animal is dead, sin is done away with, God’s 
justice satisfied and now the love of God can go out 
and embrace Israel. This is exactly what happened 
on the cross. Christ’s sacrifice turned God’s wrath 
away from us onto Himself. God is now favourable 
(or “propitious”) toward the sinner, wholly inclined to 
bless and pity us. If you love Jesus, God is no longer 
angry with you but loves you – all because of His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, “whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in His blood” (Rom. 3:25). 

The second goat teaches expiation
Here is another big word. To expiate means to take 
away the guilt of a person. So, if propitiation is the 
removal of God’s wrath toward the sinner, expiation 
is the removal of the sinner’s guilt. God’s justice is 
‘propitiated’ and our guilt is ‘expiated.’ These are really 
big words but let’s keep it simple: God is no longer angry 
and we are no longer guilty. Read vs. 20 – 22. What is 
happening? The goat is taken into the wilderness never 
to be seen again. It was a symbol of Israel’s sins being 
removed. All the sins of the people were ‘heaped’ upon 
the scape goat, far away in the wilderness and there it 
stayed; it did not reappear. On the cross, God laid our 
guilt upon the scapegoat – Jesus. Now, because Jesus 
completely satisfied God’s justice, if we believe, our 
sins are blotted out. “As far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath He removed our transgressions from us” 
(Ps. 103:12). This is wonderful news for all who turn to 
Jesus in faith and repentance. Re-read the chapter and 
imagine what it must have been like to have been an 
Israelite in the camp that day, looking on, as the two 
goats were sacrificed. What would it have been like? 
What would you be thinking? Why so?
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PUZZLES

Sheep and Goats

How many sheep are in the picture? 

___________________ sheep go to heaven 

How many goats are in the picture? 

___________________ goats go to hell 

Make sure you are a         not a 


